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The end of the old run around. 
GAF puts all these services under one roof. 

DIAZO EQUIPMENT 
_ A N D SUPPLIES 

BUSINESS FORMS 

AUDIO VISUAL 
AIDS 

^ WHITE 
YOUR OFFICE 

COPY SERVICE 

COPY MACHINES 
AND SUPPLIES 

MICROFILM EQUIPMENT 
AND SERVICE 

DRAFTING ' 
EQUIPMENT 
A N D SUPPLIES 

GA-718 

Unti l now all of you logical architects have had 
to put up with a very illogical way of getting sup­
plies and equipment. Running all over town. 

Now you can come to a place designers can 
really appreciate. The GAP" Business Systems Cen­
ter in Park Fletcher. Here, under one roof, you'll 
f ind: 

Whiteprints, Diazo equipment and supplies, 
Copy service, Copy machines and supplies, Busi­
ness forms, Microf i lm equipment and service, 
Audio visual slides, transparencies and overhead 
projectors, Draft ing equipment and supplies, and 

offset pr int ing of all kinds. 
No more run-around. You'll be dealing with 

GAP'S highly trained professionals armed wi th first 
quality equipment and services. So your needs will 
get the care and attention they deserve. The GAF 
Business Systems Center. It's better by, and for 
design. Call the GAP Business Sys­
tems Center (241-2877) for a dem­
onstration. Or better yet, come on 
out. We're at 2260 Distributor's 
Dr ive , Park P le tcher Indus t r ia l 
Park, Indianapolis, Indiana 46241 . 
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A report 
on what IS being 
done about the 
gas situation. 

This is one of a series of reports about 
the gas situation. The Gas Utilities of 
Central Indiana want you to know what 
is being done to assure future supplies 
and what can be done to conserve 
present supplies. 

The solutions to the gas energy 
problem will not be easy. 

The earth still contains 
tremendous reserves of natural gas, 
but we will need new wells off-shore 
and much deeper wells on land to 
tap them. And we will need new 
systems to deliver gas from reserves 
in Alaska and foreign lands. 

The gas industry is working with 
the government to develop new 
technologies to derive clean 
"pipel ine qual i ty" gas from the 
abundant deposits of coal in this 
country; pilot plants are already in 
operation. In other plants around 
the country, gas is being produced 

from oil and naphtha. All of these 
new methods require great 
investments of time and money, and the 
clean gas they produce will cost more. 

But while we work together today to 
conserve our nation's resources of energy, 
be assured that the gas industry is 
exploring ways to meet the need for 
clean energy tomorrow, too. 

^ GAS UTILITIES OF CENTRAL INDIANA: 

Central Indiana Gas Company 
Citizens Gas & Coke Utility 
Hoosier Gas Corporation 
Indiana Gas Company, Inc. 
Kokomo Gas and Fuel Co. 
Richmond Gas Corporation 
Terre Haute Gas Corporation 



G E N E R A L W A Y N E 

R E M O U N T E D 

The Story of Freimann Square 
Fort Wayne's New 
Urban Park 

During the Summer of 1970 success and the 
beginnings of real izat ion became the rewards of 
long, frustrat ing years of working and planning 
for the many Fort Wayne Leaders and Citizens 
whose dream was a new Government-Arts Civic 
Center. The City-County bui ld ing was nearly com­
plete, funds were commi t ted for cleaning and up­
dating the aging but rather mognif ic ient Al len 
County Court House, foundations were under way 
for the new Performing Ar ts Center by Architect 
Louis I. Kohn, and f ina l ly , indeed almost by acci­
dent, there was to be a gem for the heart of the 
Civic Center—a beaut i fu l urban pork—Freimann 
Square. 

In August, 1970, Robert G. Irish, then Presi­
dent of the Fort Wayne Fine Arts Commission, 
commented on the announcement that a new city 
pork was to adjoin the Commission's Performing 
Ar ts Center: "The new pork wi l l greatly enhance 
the appearance of the area surrounding the The­
atre. This project is one of the most desirable im­
provements that could be mode wi th in our com­
plex. The entire government and arts center wi l l 
be one of real beauty . " 

Before the announcement of the pork, there 
hod been much dissention regarding the Civic Cen­
ter's development. A pork hod not been contem­
plated at first, since the Fine Ar ts complex was 
to have occupied this site, but a major reduction 
in scope was forcing the Fine Ar ts Group to return 
hal f its optioned land to the Redevelopment Com­
mission for a new purpose. Powerful and inf luen­
t ia l pol i t ical forces wanted the new Al len County 
Jail on this land; opposite the City-County Build­
ing, a half block f rom the Court House, very con­
venient for police operat ions—and next door to 
the new Performing Ar ts Center! 

Browning-Day drawing prepared during Park's concept. Above, 
General Wayne arrives at his new post—bronze sculpture by 
George Ganiere, 1918. 
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Above—General Wayne guarcis major entrance to Freimonn Square. Louis Kohn's Community 
Arts Center (at right of photo) forms East "wa l l " of pork. At left—Fort Woyne-Allen County 
City-County Building seen through Freimann's trees in a view to the West. Note trees emerg­
ing from sond-mortored brick walks. 

The Fort Wayne Redevelopment Commission 
was required to give every consideration to any 
agency which could develop its HUD-purchased 
downtown land, and the County would certainly 
meri t that consideration. Was this choice area in 
the heart of the new Civic Center then to become 
the site of the County Jail? Planners and citizens 
were outraged at this possibi l i ty—the Jail could 
go elsewhere, they declared; it was not a candidate 
for inclusion in the new center. Yet if not the Jai l , 
what other use could be found quickly—before the 
polit icians won their courtship? 

In a way that he might well hove approved, 
a man's love for Fort Wayne was to provide the 
solution. A t a t ime when emotions were strongly 
aroused and speculation on the contested site was 
widespread, there come news which was received 
w i th the joyous and almost universal approval of 

civic leaders and public a l ike: the land was to be 
acquired and a pork created upon it, the whole a 
g i f t to the City of Fort Wayne by the Frank Frei­
monn Chari table Trust ! 

To understand how this happy so lu t ion , a l ­
most a complete surprise to most people, could 
hove come about, we must f irst learn a l i t t le about 
a quiet and unassuming man whose industr ia l gen­
ius was l i t t le known, even in Fort Wayne. 

Born in Aust r ia-Hungary in 1905, Frank Frei­
monn come to the Uni ted States at age 9. He be­
came fascinated wi th wireless telegraphy a t 12, 
and at 17 was working for the Zeni th Radio Com­
pany in Chicago. Advancing in then-new radio, 
Freimonn f i rst come to Fort Wayne in 1924 to 
engineer its f i rst commercial radio stat ion, W D B V . 
Mak ing new friends dur ing this period, he became 
fascinated wi th the City. 
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Freimann's Fountains—fascination and delight for the beholder. Toller structures on Fort 
Wayne skyline are, left to right, Lincoln Notional Bonk Tower, Allen County Courthouse, 
Fort Wayne Notional Bonk Building, City-County Building. 
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GENERAL W A Y N E REMOUNTED 

Freimann returned to Chicago and a career 
in radio. He established a radio laboratory there 
which was merged into Mognovox Corporation. 
When Mognovox moved its headquarters to Fort 
Wayne, Freimann came wi th it as Executive Vice 
President. From 1950 unt i l his death in 1968 
Freimann was President and Chief Executive of 
Mognovox. 

The Frank Freimann Charitable Trust was es­
tablished by Freimann to fund such projects in 
Fort Wayne as would be in the best interest of 
the city's progress and of most benefit to it's c i t i ­
zens. W i l l i am V. Sowers, Executive Vice President 
and Trust Off icer of Fort Wayne Notional Bank 
and Co-Trustee of the Freimann Trust, sow on 
urban pork as o part icular ly f i t t ing g i f t for the 
Trust which it was his privilege and responsibility 
to administer. Sowers met wi th Byron Novitsky, 
President of the Fort Wayne Pork Board, Donald 
H. Walker , Chai rman of the Fort Wayne Redevel­
opment Commission, and Robert Irish, President 
of the Fort Wayne Fine Ar ts Commission in ob­
taining rights to the 6-acre city block site for a 
new pork in the heart of Fort Wayne's new Civic 
Center. 

The Fine Ar ts Commission f inal ly agreed to 
relinquish its rights of opt ion only after it had 
been guaranteed that the site would be used for 
a public pork. Walker obtained the approval of 
the Chicago HUD of f ice to dedicate the land to 
pork use, and the Fort Wayne Pork Board agreed 
to provide maintenance af ter completion. Novitsky, 
very happy to hove the new site put to pork use, 
recognized that the Pork Board would not have 
been able to purchase the site with its own funds. 
Former Mayor of Fort Wayne, Harold S. Zeis, in 
the announcement, cal led the new pork " a f i t t ing 
memorial to Mr . Freimann who was one of this 
City's great industr ial leaders." 

And so it was done, or really just begun, for 
even wi th favorable popular opinion and funds 
commit ted, those in charge found the making of 
a new urban pork for f rom an easy task. An ad­
visory committee was formed in October, 1970. 
Sowers, Walker , Novitsky, and Irish were assisted 
by T. Richard Shooff, Arch i tect , Charles Hoemig, 
County Commissioner, Ivan McKothn ie , City Con­
troller, and Herman Strauss, Archi tect. Archi tect 
Shoaff was working joint ly wi th Louis I. Kohn, pro­
viding administrat ion and co-ordination for The 
Performing Ar ts Theatre, and the Strauss f i rm , 
Strauss Associates, Inc., was the architect for both 

the City-County Bui lding and the Court House 
modernizat ion. 

The commit tee appointed Indianapolis Land­
scape Archi tects, James E. Browning and A l a n Day, 
designers of the new Pork. Their f i rm , Browning-
Doy Associates, Inc. (now Browning-Doy-Pol lok 
Associates, Inc.) worked in conjunct ion w i th Strauss 
Associates, Inc., of Fort Wayne, who did engineer­
ing and major supervision of the project. 

The advisory commit tee wanted o large bronze 
equestrian statue of General Anthony Wayne to 
be o port of the pork's design. This statue, exe­
cuted by George E. Ganiere of Chicago, hod stood 
in Hoyden Park, Fort Wayne, since its dedicat ion 
on July 4, 1918. Hoyden Park's small area hod 
been given over to school playground use and was 
in danger of sacrif ice to on arter ial street improve­
ment project. The statue, accordingly, became a 
major design element for Freimann Square and 
was to be removed and placed at the ma in en­
trance of the new pork. 

The design evolved. The pork was to have 
on " i n t i m a t e " nature wi th plozos and alcoves. A 
large fountain and pool was seen as the focal 
point, surrounded by a large plozo. The N o r t h 
side of the pork was to provide concealed park­
ing for 50 cars and an access romp for the hand i ­
capped. Earth mounds were to be introduced a t 
the perimeters to isolate the pork f rom street noise 
and to provide o soft edge against the backdrop 
of buildings. Planting and floral areas were de­
termined. 

Their prel iminaries approved, the designers 
hoped in December, 1970, to be ready to start con­
struct ion in the Spring of 1971, wi th comple t ion 
in 1972. By October, 1971, it became apparent , 
however, that costs of the original concept were 
running so high that major revisions were neces­
sary. Work was held up unt i l this could be ac­
complished. Scaled-down plans were approved by 
the Park Board and Redevelopment Commiss ion, 
and bids were token in June, 1972. Bids received, 
however, ran over twice the budget sum establ ished 
by the Freimann Trust. Plans were aga in pains­
tak ing ly reworked and new bids token. A g a i n bids 
received were over the budget al lowance, but on 
July 26, 1972, it was announced tha t the Frei­
mann Trust hod agreed to increase its const ruc­
t ion budget f rom $500,000 to $650,000 rather 
than to compromise the qual i ty of the park 's de­
sign. On August 1st, 1972, the work was begun . 

cont inued p. 1 1 
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