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The end of the old run around.
GAF puts all these services under one roof.

EQUIPMENT
AND SUPPLIES

=

MICROFILM EQUIPMENT
AND SERVICE

@ YOUR OFFICE
.—_#

\
@ COPY MACHINES
& AND SUPPLIES

Until now all of you logical architects have had
to put up with a very illogical way of getting sup-
plies and equipment. Running all over town.

Now you can come to a place designers can
really appreciate. The GAF* Business Systems Cen-
ter in Park Fletcher. Here, under one roof, you'll
find:

Whiteprints, Diazo equipment and supplies,
Copy service, Copy machines and supplies, Busi-
ness forms, Microfilm equipment and service,
Audio visual slides, transparencies and overhead
projectors, Drafting equipment and supplies, and
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offset printing of all kinds.

No more run-around. You'll be dealing with
GAF's highly trained professionals armed with first
quality equipment and services. So your needs will
get the care and attention they deserve. The GAF
Business Systems Center. It's better by, and for
design. Call the GAF Business Sys-
tems Center (241-2877) for a dem-
onstration. Or better yet, come on
out. We're at 2260 Distributor’s
Drive, Park Fletcher Industrial
Park, Indianapolis, Indiana 46241.
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It's a fact that BELDEN provides over 200 variations in color, texture and
size of brick — the largest selection in the industry to free the imagination
of the creative architect for limitless scope of design. [l Your nearest
BELDEN Dealer will gladly show you the facts in the form of samples,

or write us at P. O. Box 910, Canton, Ohio 44701.




THE VIOLIN
AND THE VIOLIN CASE

Louis |. Kahn's first theatre
The Community Arts Center
Fort Wayne

The week of October 1-6, 1973 was Dedica-
tion Week for The Community Arts Center, Fort
Wayne, Indiana. The weather smiled, for the most
part, on the many students, citizens, musicians,
artists, architects and dignitaries who came to ex-
perience or to be part of the interesting and multi-
faceted Dedication Program. Drawing from Fort
Wayne’s Fine Arts’ Community as well as from
other areas, the program was designed to demon-
strate the potentials of the new center as well as
to honor those who had had a part of its develop-
ment.

The Center is the partial realization of a
dream of The Fort Wayne Fine Arts Foundation, of
those in the arts, and of the citizens of Fort Wayne.
At least partly forgotten in the celebration of its
opening were the delays, the reduction in scope,
the redesigns, the cost overruns and the criticisms
of its architecture. Here, after twelve years of often
frustrated effort by many persons, was a building to
use, and the beginning of a possible larger arts
center. Along with the City-County Building, the
remodeled Allen County Court House, Freimann
Square and the Central Fire Station, The Arts Center
has become an element in Fort Wayne's new Civic
Center which is rising on redeveloped land.

The Community Arts Center is operated by
The Fort Wayne Fine Arts Foundation, a privately
funded organization founded in 1955, whose mem:-
bers include Fort Wayne Ballet, Fort Wayne Civic
Theatre, Fort Wayne Art Institute, Fort Wayne
Museum of Art, Fort Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra
and Fort Wayne Community Concerts. The four
and one-half million dollars required for the Cen-
ter’s construction were raised largely by private
donation and local solicitation, The Freimann Trust
and other bequests representing a smaller part of
the funding. Fort Wayne and Allen County have
voted funds to partially defray operating costs,
but no public monies were used for construction.

Louis I. Kahn at the dedication of the Community Arts Center,
Fort Wayne. Above, with tour group—''A tall fountain should
be here.”” Below, on stage, Kahn discusses the design of the
theatre.
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Site Plan above shows Art Center’s location in Fort Wayne
Civic Center. Kahn's theatre is seen thru the trees of Friemann
Square, below.




That a city the size of Fort Wayne (about
200,000) has been able, through unfailing support
of private citizens, to underwrite a Fine Arts Or-
ganization of nationally recognized quality is re-
garded everywhere as something of a miracle, The
opening of the new Center, then, was the very real
concern of the whole community, much more so
than if the building had been the outright gift of
a wealthy benefactor.

In 1961, after a series of interviews with other
firms, The Fine Arts Foundation appointed archi-
tect Louis |. Kahn of Philadelphia to design what
was then to be a complex of buildings housing all
of the fine arts organizations on one site. This
site—two city blocks in Fort Wayne's older com-
merical district—had been purchased by The Fort
Wayne Redevelopment Commission with HUD
funds and was a portion of its Downtown Redevelop-
ment Project. The Fine Arts Foundation took option
on the site which was gradually cleared of blighted
75-100 year old brick and wood party-wall struc-
tures.

There were programs and schemes, sketches
and models, brochures and fund drives and many
meetings with Kahn in Fort Wayne during a period
when his name was gaining world renown. There
were readjustments within the Fine Arts group.
The Historical Museum, at first an element, with-
drew. Kahn had to begin anew many times, but
finally, in June, 1966 he presented a new model
of a leaner complex with great hopes that perhaps
this could be accepted.

Clustered, sometimes connected, buildings
were arranged around a central Court of Entrance.
A Music Hall of 2,500 seats was a pivotal element.
Perimeter walls were perforated by inward-growing

Early Kahn model of proposed Fine Arts
complex. The "2500-seat Philharmonic
Music Hall is in upper left corner.

multi-story light wells. Kahn felt very strongly at
this presentation that the entire complex should
rise at one time and that he should be commis-
sioned to prepare complete documents for all of
the buildings.

Estimates made for the entire complex, how-
ever, indicated costs believed at the time to be
completely beyond the conceivable base of private
resources. After more than five years of struggle
The Fine Arts Foundation now found itself in an
indefensible position: the public could not accept
the estimates and The Redevelopment Commission
was pressing for purchase of optioned land. A dif-
ficult decision was made—the scope of the project
was reduced and approximately half the site area
was relinquished to the Freimann Trust as a site
for a new urban park which was to become known
as Freimann Square.

Architect Kahn then devised new schemes
which contemplated only one theatre and a site
development which could accommodate only some
of the fine arts organizations. Drawings were
produced for a structure housing most of the per-
forming arts needs, but which could not serve as
a Philharmonic Music Hall. The program was es-
sentially that used for the eventual building.
Again, however, preliminary costs were too high
and the structure was redesigned. When high bids
were received on the redesigned structure, several
weeks of negotiations produced economies and an
upward adjustment of the budget, largely possible
through an additional bequest by The Freimann
Trust. The site was purchased after many ad-
vances in option deadline by The Redevelopment
Commission and construction went ahead even
though complete funding was not in hand.
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Floor Plans, above, and Kahn's
sectional model, left, explain final
Art Center design.
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