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When brick is in your plans, think of the company who offers 
the largest selection of colors, textures and sizes in the 
industry — BELDEN BRICK. Architectural creativity is most 
effectively interpreted when your supplier provides these 
advantages. And that's precisely why BELDEN enjoys the 
reputation of the standard of comparison in the industry. When 
you think of brick, think of BELDEN. 

Your nearest BELDEN Dealer will gladly show you the facts in 
the form of samples and our new 4 color brochure, or write 
us at P. 0. Box 910, Canton, Ohio 44701. 
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P L A Y G R O U N D E Q U I P M E N T 
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The warm natural look and feel 

of wood, highlights a complete 

new line of playground equip­

ment by Gome Time. These ver­

satile units fit into the natural 

surroundings a n d provide a 

wealth of playground fun for 

children of every age. The Arch 

Climber pictured is only one of 

many wood ploy units designed 

to bring a new world of fun to 

playgrounds everywhere. A l l units 

ore designed for easy installation, 

ore precision drilled, and include 

complete instructions. 

fun! 
Herbert Jeimimgs 

Incorporated 
L i t c h f i e l d , M i c h i g a n 

517-542-2916 
Serving Indiana Architects for over 20 years 
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INDIANA ARCHITECT 
Your Magazine 

A worthwhi le journal reporting on architectural and al l ied activit ies in 
Indiana cannot rat ional ly present a single point of view — its editor cannot 
possibly be at tuned to all the forces currently at work in nat ion and state. 
Many ideas and att i tudes must be heard, all areas and their developments 
must be reported if Indiana Architect is to be the lively medium of informed 
exchange it must be. 

In short — let's hear from you. Welcome ore ideas, news stories, press 
cl ippings, sources of advertising, above a l l , incisive expressions of att i tude 
regarding the boi l ing sea of change which is the surround of to-day's architect 
— There is much to be placed on these pages. 

The magazine does not pr int itself. The operator at the linotype can 
produce only f rom copy, and sparkling copy con be generated only by en­
thusiastic and voluntary exchange. Especially needed are regular reports 
from Indiana Society of Architects, A I A Chapters, the Boll State and Notre 
Dome Schools of Archi tecture, The Administrat ive Bui lding Counci l , Planning 
Agencies, The Indiana Legislature, Nat ional A I A commit teemen and Grass­
roots members, ISA committee and Task Force Chairmen. 

Drawings, sketches, photos, cover designs, t imely, succinct articles on 
any aspect of architecture, suggestions regarding editor ial policy, appearance, 
layout, content — all these ore needed. Students, non-architects, educators 
and businessmen are all welcome voices. But don' t just th ink about it — 
communicate! 

Indiana Archi tect is your magazine. It greatly needs your help if 
it is to be a crisp, enjoyable and valued publ icat ion. 

Ar thur J. Mo to t t 
INTERIM EDITOR 
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ndiana architect/ Official Journal, The Indiana Society of 
Architects, The Northern Indiana Chapter, 
The Central-Southem Indiana Chapter, 
and the Indianapolis Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects. 
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• C O V E R I L L U S T R A T I O N 

|0n this month's cover is the four th K. P. Singh drawing to be pub­
lished OS an I N D I A N A ARCHITECT cover. Reproduced from a l i tho­
graph, our cover depicts the Athenaeum, on historic Indianapolis Cen­
tral City landmark located on Mich igan Street at Massachusetts 
Avenue and New Jersey Street. See "Histor ic Preservation" by K. P. 
Singh, p. 7. 

Previous covers by the some art ist hove been Union Station for 
October-November 1970, Old Indiana National Bonk for February-
March 1971, and City Marke t for December-January 1971-72. 

EDITORIAL S T A F F 
Interim Editor 
ARTHUR J . M A T O T T , A I A 

THE INDANA ARCHITECT is Ihe sole property of the 
Indiana Society of Architects, a state association of 
The American Institute of Architects, and is edited 
and published every other month in Indianapolis, 
Indiana (editorial-advertising office address 300 East 
Fall Creek Parkway, N. Drive, Indianapolis, Indiana 
46205; phone 925-4484). Current overage circulation 
per issue, 3,200, including all resident registered 
Indiana architects, school officials, churches and 
hospitals, libraries, public, public officials, and 
members of the construction industry. Detailed in­
formation available on request. 
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t h i n k 

search 

examine 

inquire 

investigate 

the new ideas you develop today will determine the shape of tomorrow. 
the new ideas are electric 

Indianapolis Power & Light Company 
Power Sales Division 
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This Indianapolis Regional Center Map sketched over a printed base map of the Central City serves to locate buildings and 
monuments of historic significance. 

H I S T O R I C P R E S E R V A T I O N 
Our Historic Landmarks are a Legacy from the 
Past; The right to destroy this Legacy is not ours. 
B y K a n w a l P. S i n g h 

Cities across the nat ion are awakening to the 
idea of preservation and restoration of their ecology, 
architecture, and l ife-style of a post era. Such 
slogans as "Br ing it bock the way it was" and 
other similar reminders ore common-place today. 
A great concern for preservation and beoutif ico-
t ion of our natura l and human environment is 
being expressed through-out the country. The reck­
less onslaught of technological "progress' ' on our 

landscape and urban environment is being f rowned 
upon in most quarters. We have suddenly become 
aware of our great and irreparable loss and we 
hove become nostalgic about our past eco-cul ture, 
tradit ions, heri tage, history, arts and archi tecture. 
In some cases this real izat ion of " w h a t man has 
done to undo his own env i ronment " has come too 
late. 

Arch i tecture has been one o f the most im -

i a/February-March 72/7 



portont expressions of tradit ions, institutions and 
inspirations of the t imes in which it was created. 
Of ten the archi tectural fo rm and style has ex­
pressed the spirit and philosophy of the great in­
st i tut ions of on era. Civic and secular institutions 
hove been giving the cities their finest landmarks 
f rom the early beginnings of c iv i l izat ion. These 
monument hove dictated or impacted the plans 
and designs of cit ies. 

The classic or ig inal plans of 1821 and 1831 
for the city of Indianapolis were perhaps inspired 
by a similar urge " t o create a city around a central 
civic space or monument . " The classic grid iron 
street pat tern is superimposed by four "d iagonals" 
that strongly orient to, or radiate f rom, the central 
space which has over the years at tracted maximum 
intensity and compactness; dynamic physical form 
at its edges gives this enclosed space a special 
ident i ty and character. 

Indianapolis hod its shore of unique civic and 
secular architecture f rom the nineteenth century. 
Each of these special bui ldings represented a phose 
in the growth of our city and the new inspirations 
and skills that each wove of immigrants brought 
w i th them to Indianapolis. To the dismay of many 
cit izens, the lost two decades of the twentieth cen­
tury hove seen the loss of many magnif icent his­
toric bui ldings. One of ten wonders if some of the 
developments which replaced these landmarks justi­
f ied their loss. The question arises: whether it is 
necessary to save the endangered landmarks and 
whether we wil l take action before it is entirely too 
late. 

i 

The Scottish Rite Cathedral, Meridian Streel 
between North and Walnut Streets, Indianapolis. 
A Gothic Renaissance monument woven into 
the Urban Fabric. 
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The concept of preservation and restoration 
of our natural and manmode environment is not 
l imited in scope or intent. Preservation for the sake 
of preservation is on outmoded and impractical 
proposition, and hence cannot be just i f ied; but 
preservation for the sake of sharing the rich cul­
tural and educational experiences and understand­
ing of our post t rad i t ion, architecture, and l i fe­
style is on absolute essential if we ore to maintain 
a sense of cont inui ty ad belonging in the evolu­
tionary and ecological processes that govern l i fe 
itself. 

W i t h i n the f ramework of the above def in i t ion, 
historic preservation and restoration becomes an 
inseparable funct ion wi th in the task of rebuild­
ing our cities. Thus, our approach to historic 
preservation and restoration must include the fu l l ­
est ut i l izat ion of all physical and environmental 
potentials of such a communi ty resource. Some 
of these historic landmarks hove witnessed the 
growth of our city for a century or more; future 
redevelopments must recognize their distinct 
place in our urban fabric and strive for an archi­
tecture that is compatible, funct ions that compli­
ment and an environment which is invi t ing, color­
fu l , unique, and inspirat ional around these historic 
monuments. 

The sketches on these pages represent a few 
examples of archi tectural landmarks with distinct 
styles and characters, located in the city of Indi­
anapolis. Some of these buildings ore no longer 
in use and ore in danger of being torn down. Each 
of these buildings was designed for a horse-ond-
buggy era and a pedestrian scale of reference. 
The once generous setbacks today form rights-of-
way of our streets and ore devoted entirely to mov­
ing automobiles. These bui ldings no longer enjoy 
the transit ional space and setbacks needed to ap­
preciate their awesome beauty. The approaches 
to these buildings ore abrupt and dis-oriented. 
These landmarks ore surrounded by buildings and 
activit ies that ore incompatible and uncomplimen­
tary and the general environment is depressing. 
These sketches hove at tempted to keep the elements 
causing visual and physical pol lut ion around the 
buildings to a m in imum so that we may see them 
O S they were once meant to be seen. The el imina­
t ion of the disarray of unattract ive signs and other 
unsightly elements has uncovered some fresh and 
str ik ingly handsome buildings. By making these 
landmarks activi ty nodes or nuclei of happenings 
and wi th careful t reatment of scale, massing, ident­
ity, opprooches, and announcements we could 
create some special areas in our urban environment. 
Most of these landmarks could be easily adopted 
to new innovative and imaginat ive uses; in others 
we con revive the funct ions for which they were 

Old Indiana University College of Law, 
Street at Michigan Streei, Indianapolis. 

Ilinois 
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original ly intended. In most coses they have not 
outl ived their usefulness. 

A t the earliest possible opportunity the city 
must develop a cr i ter ia for determining which land­
marks and districts have historic signif icance and 
whether they are feasible for preservation and re­
storation and adoptive reuse. Their value to the 
city O S viable social, economic and educational as­
sets must then be ascertained. Simultaneously, it is 
important to develop t reatment standards and cate­
gory of t reatment — restoration, rehabi l i tat ion, 
and revi tol izot ion of the bui ld ing and its environ­
ment. 

Development of a comprehensive Historic 
Preservation Plan and support ing Historic Preserva­
t ion Ordinances and effect ive implementation 
strategies ore overdue. Special emphasis must be 
given to act ivate this communi ty resource through 
adoptive reuses which may moke them self-suppor­
tive and less and less rel iant on non-existing His­
toric Preservation Funds. The creation of special 
funds to acquire, preserve, and maintain these 
landmarks is essential if this e f for t is to be con­
t inued. Civic and business leadership should ac­
tively part ic ipate in the selection, evaluation, re­
storation and search for adoptive reuses for these 
buildings. Some of these bui ldings and areas con 
regain their old charm and become the places of 
great at t ract ion that they once were. 

Our historic landmarks ore a legacy which 
we hove inherited f rom the past. The right to de­
stroy this l ink with the post is not ours. The out­
standing elements of this post must remain a re­
source to be enjoyed by the generations to come. 
We must stop "demol i t i on through design or neg­
lect" . Unto themselves these landmarks are unique 
and magni f icent , but properly inter-woven they 
could immensely enrich our urban environment, 
and make it something very special. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 
Kanwal Prakash Sin9h, or " K . P." as he is best known, 

Is Senior Planner of Urban Design with the Indianapolis 
Department of Urban Development. He is an ardent and 
eloquent advocate of the preservation of historic structures 
as an enrichment of the redeveloped Urban Fabric and as 
an undisputable and extremely important responsibility of 
the Urban Planner. In order to bring to the public an 
awareness of this responsibility, Mr. Singh has selected 
several Indianapolis landmarks which he considers "im­
pacted" in the Central City Plan as subjects of a series of 
drawings and lithographs. 

Drawings of three of these landmarks, The Scottish 
Rite Cathedral, Old I.U. Law School and Monument Circle, 
as well as the Athenaeum on our cover are by Mr. Singh. 

Monument Circle, Indianapolis, from the site of 
Wasson's Park. 
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1972 CALENDAR OF ISA-AIA EVENTS 

Meeting Schedules - Board of Directors and 
Executive Committee, Indiana Society of Architects 

MARCH 

APRIL 

M A Y 

JUNE 

J U L Y 

AUGUST 

OCTOBER 

General Membership Meeting — Indianapolis 
Executive Committee Meeting — Indianapolis 

J A N U A R Y 
6 

10 

17-19 — Grassroots Central — New Orleans 

FEBRUARY 

14 — Board of Directors Meeting — Indianapolis 

6 — Executive Committee Meeting — Indianapolis 
10 — Continuing Education Seminar 

12-15 — A I A / C E C Public Affairs Conference — Washington, D.C. 

10 — Board of Directors Meeting 

7-10 — A IA Convention — Houston 
11-15 — Post Convention Tour — Mexico 

16 — Executive Committee Meeting — Indianapolis 

12 — Board of Directors Meeting — Indianapolis 
19-21 — CSI Convention — Minneapolis 

10 — Executive Committee Meeting — Indianapolis 

14 — Board of Directors Meeting — Indianapolis 

SEPTEMBER 
7-9 — ISA Convention — French Lick, Indiana 

9 — Board of Directors Meeting — Indianapolis 

NOVEMBER 

13 — Executive Committee Meeting — Indianapolis 

DECEMBER 
8-9 — Board of Directors Planning Session — Nashville, Indiana 

All Executive Committee Meetings and Board of Directors Meetings sched­
uled to be in Indianapolis will take place in the ISA Office at 1:30 P.M., un­
less otherwise noted. 
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