NOVEMBER, 1958




RAPIDEX. quality features

solve more architectural problems-better
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Rapioex .

the functional
concrete system

No other building material offers you so many superior construction

features—or solves floor and roof problems so well—as Rapripex.

That’s because Rapipex is custom fabricated and pre-assembled for floors and
at the plant for each individual installation—to the most exacting roofs that helps
quality control standards. you build faster,

RaripEx provides all the strength, durability and fire protection better and at

of concrete—with these highly important additional advantages made lower cost!

possible by its special design and formulation:

® Distinctive textured surface that ® Substantial reduction in dead load

e ire - -1 finishing =X 5 - :
requires no further finishing ® No shoring or forming required

® Idcal acoustical values—

@ Fast installation by experienced
.55 N.R.C.

crews reduce construction

@ Supcrior insulating qualities time and costs
Write for free Brochure describing

the RAPIDEX SYSTEM and illustrating
a variety of applications

Phone:

RAPIDEX DIVISION

SPICKELMIER INDUSTRIES, INC. B ClLifford
1100 East S52nd Streef Indianapolis 5-2421




Hospitals . . . schools . . . homes . . .
churches . . . office buildings . . . mu-
nicipal structures—no matter what type
or how big the project, Tebco has a
texture and color combination that in-
sures lasting beauty.

Twenty-seven modern color combina-
tions . . . three distinctive textures—
Smooth, Vertical Scored, and Matt . . .
three sizes—Standard, Roman and
Norman. And Evans’ modern plants,
producing over fifty million brick a year,
offer you prompt, efficient service . . .
fast deliveries at all times.

WRITE TODAY for Portfolio of full-
color Panels describing—the complete
line of TEBCO face brick

Lllustrated: CINNAMON TAN BLEND, Roman
Brick with distinctive lines and beauty. Roman Brick
also available in medium gray, MAJESTIC GRAY
(62A). (Size 158" x 3%’ x 11%").

GENERAL OFFICES: UHRICHSVILLE, OHIO
Telephone WAInut 2-4210
SALES OFFICES

Cleveland, Ohlo Bay City, Mich.
Columbus, Ohio Fairmont, W. Va.
Pittsburgh, Pa. Toledo, Ohio

Detroit, Mich. Philadelphia, Pa.

EB-458-20
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Designing Churches Is Specialized,

Rewarding Experience for Architects
$900 Million Expected to Be Spent Next Year;

Indiana Figures Prominently in New Construction
By Fred W. Michel, Director,
Division of Research and Planning
Church Federation of Greater Indianapolis

Have you ever been commissioned to produce plans and specifications for a church
building? If you have, you know it is no simple project. You have discovered that churches
are often unable to pay for what they need. Sometimes they don't know what they want
and other times they don’t even know where they want it.

Nevertheless, several architect friends of
mine have found church work intensely in-
teresting and rewarding. It calls for sympa-
thetic attitudes, a searching for basic mean-
ings, insight into the emotions and values of

en. It offers the opportunity of practicing

rchitecture-as-an-art to an extent not often
ound in commercial or industrial work.

If you are interested in church architecture,
ou probably know that we are experiencing
boom in church construction, and it looks
s though it will continue for years.

Meryl Ruoss, Director of the Department

Urban Church, National Council of
hurches, recently stated, “During 1957 the
hurches of America spent $800 million on
ew buildiings."”

For the next ten years the cost of new
hurch buildings will be somewhere between
even and nine billion dollars. Many estab-
ished congregations are needing new build-
ngs or additions. Others are relocating and
recting entire new plants. The extreme
opulation mobility and rapid growth will call
or, according to Mr. Ruoss, 2,000 new con-
regations a year.
Here in Indiana we can see the national
rends clearly reflected. The United States
ureau of Census, with its usual conserva-
ism, projects an' Indiana population of 5,-
15,000 by 1970, an increase of 45 per cent in
wenty years. The Metropolitan Planning
epartment of Marion County maintains,
‘Even if the East-North-Central division (an
rea between the great lakes and the Ohio
iver) does no better than hold its own in
uture growth, this will place Indianapolis
Imost dead-center in a region expected to
row from thirty million people in 1950 to
rty-seven million in 1975.”
There were approximately 6,500 churches
Indiana in 1950 with a membership of 1,-
25,000. If the church grows in proportion to
e population, hundreds of new congrega-
ions will be started in Indiana and total
cilities expanded to serve 850,000 additional
embers during a twenty-year period.
Needs of such magnitude are beyond the
resent church extension budget and many of
e denominations are launching capital-

)

inds campaigns both nationally and locally.
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The present and future church extension
needs constitute a crisis that demands lead-
ership and dollars beyond anything American
Protestantism has ever experienced.

District Superintendents, Bishops, Execu-
tive Secretaries, and Pastors are asking,
“Was the $800,000,000, invested last year,
wisely invested? Was it used to the best ad-
vantage of the church and the nation? How
can we be sure in the future that the church’s
money will be used for the construction of
the right kinds of buildings—located at the
right places?”

Many denominational executives and exe-
cutives of councils of churches are con-
vinced that an essential part of the answer
lies in an accelerated program of church re-
search and planning.

The National Council is organizing to give
leadership at the national, ecumenical level.
It has scheduled a very important conference,
“Churching America Cooperatively.” The
National Council serves through its Depart-
ments of Urban Church, Town and Country
Church, and its Bureau of Field Research
and Survey.

A few denominations, such as the Presby-
terian and Methodist have had national re-
search and planning personnel for several
years. Now practically all of the major de-
nominations are setting up departments of
this kind. State councils of churches are be-
coming interested in state planning on an
interdenominational level and denominations
are actively planning for area or state juris-
dictions.

One of the most promising aspects of church
planning is the work being done at the city
or metropolitan area level. A few councils
of churches such as Boston, New York, Wash-
ington, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Detroit
have had Departments of Research and Plan-
ning for several years. Now at least a dozen
more cities are either in the process of cre-
ating such a department or making plans
for one.

In Indianapolis we have been most for-
tunate. Due to a grant from the Lilly Endow-
ment a Division of Research and Planning
has operated within the Church Federation

FRED W. MICHEL

for two years. We are compiling significant
information on the metropolitan area and
seeking to assist the churches as they at-
tempt to provide a well-rounded ministry to
the entire population. We want “no over-
looking and no over-lapping.”’ We assist
churches in locating or relocating so as to
best serve all the people. We are attempting
to create a “master plan” for the churching
of the metropolitan area and at the same
time work with individual congregations as
they face their own peculiar problems.

One of the ways in which a church research
—planner can serve the churches is through
serving church architects. The architect will
find assistance at several points:

Occasionally a church will consult an archi-
tect, asking advice on the choice of a site.
Such consultation is wise. The architect can
give valuable assistance at the point of as-
sessing a possible site for adaptability of
terrain, drainage, load-bearing character-
istics of soil, aesthetic possibilities, etc. How-
ever, it is not fair to ask an architect to give
opinions on a site location when a host of
other problems, not related to his profes-
sional qualifications, are involved. They may
be problems such as: the ecological patterns
of the neighborhood, the demography of the
neighborhood, the place of the particular
church in an overall denominational plan for
an area, the place of the congregation in an
overall protestant strategy for the area.

An architect should not be put in the posi-
tion of judging whether or not a neighbor-
hood needs another church. Even professional
church planners find decisions on over-
churching and under-churching difficult. When
an architect is consulted on site location he
will find the church research-planner a valu-
able resource and ally.

(Continued on Page 16)
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B .ld = C C = R. states, 20 cities, shows increases for the 17
years from 127 to 216 per cent and from 2

ul Ing OSts ontl n ue to lse; to 29 per cent under 1\;ew York for individual
P c b Vi places. District 3, North Central and North-

A A eastern states (exclusive of District 1 and 2),
verage 152 er ent ove 41 35 cities, shows increases ranging between

places from 122 to 192 per cent, and current

1941 Building Dollar Now Buys Only 40 Cents; city levels from 2 to 16 per cent under New

Commercial Buildings Affected Proportionately York.
District 4, 29 cities, Southeastern and South

Construction costs continue moving up modestly with slightly more push than last Spring Central states, shows increases from 132 to
but lacking the “umph” of their skyrocketing from 1941 to early 1957. At 2.52 times 1941 175 per cent, and city levels from 11 to 41
now, it is possible that costs will approximate 2.65 by a year from now—or 5 per cent higher. ~Pper cent under New York. These four dis-
< . —_— . tricts constitute the states east of the Missis-
Commenting upon the significance of in- more complete packages than were produced  gippi River; as a group the 99 cities show in-

formation received from several hundred 17 years ago.” creases ranging from 122 to 216 per cent and

sources in 48 states, Myron L Matthews, Of the two major components of construc- have city cost levels from the same to 41 per
n.'lana‘ger-edllol', the Dow Real Estate Valua-  tjon cost measured—materials and labor at cent less than New York.
tion Calculator, an F. W. Dodge Corporation the site of construction—labor, as has come to The western half of the U. S. is made up

Service, says: ‘“‘Another way of Sfayiﬂg this  pe expected, has once again exhibited the of the sampling of costs in 43 places, 24 in
is that tl?e prewar $7,500 house costing $1_8,900 greater strength. In the last six months District 5 and 19 in District 6. District 5
today will carry a tag about $_1.900 higher  hyjlding material prices to builders have not  shows increases from 127 to 158 per cent with
by November, 1959. The 41 bulld.mg dollar  changed in 80 of 142 major reporting cities individual places currently running from 2
buys 40 cents worth currently which means  anq their environs. Slight decreases are re- to 21 per cent under New York. These are
the buyer must put up $2.52 to do the work  ported in 21 other places and in a minority the 11 Mississippi River and West Central
$1.00 did before. It appears that this ratio  of 41 places prices are a little higher. In states. District 6. Rocky Mountain and
can be expected to rise 13 cents during the — coptrast labor has risen in 121 places and 21 Pacific Coast states, shows increases from 134
next 12 months to §2.65. Generally speaking  gre unchanged for the recent half year. to 181 per cent and local city levels from one
:)hejlds.ar:le -mcreases al?l)ly Foi n(il?-reildennadl Combining the influences of both material to 19 per cent under New York. Thus western
wlll:enmizse b;:: fi;.m?(ﬁ;eséb:;;oigésg Ct’l’m_la;s prices and base hourly wage rates for all U. S. increases range from 127 to 181 per cent

* places, costs have gone up in 110 of the cities, —and the local places run from one to 21 per

builders tell us, we should not forget that con- ; oy ; L :
struc:ils bl L::a‘t\:az Swhl;the: the gtare Kuteen remained static in 27, and dropped slightly in  cent under New York.
9 PSS v five. Following is a summary in connection with

or schools or something else, are usually _ g . 5 s
These observations do not hold uniformly the current survey showing the results by

true in each of the cost-sampling cities—it's districts:
just the way the averages happen to work

Qualily POVER out. Fl\{ationally, ov?rall clo;!t mcreaSttestSII;clg NO OTHER PUBLICATI?N
prewar 1941 range irom per cent to s LOCAL, STATE, OR NA-

per cent for an avearge of 152 per cent.

Fluorescent In Distriect 1, which is metropolitan New TIONAL — COVERS THE Iv-
Ligh[ing PLEXIGLASS York, New Jersey, 15 cities report overall POR;PANT BUILDING INDU‘S:
increases from 123 to 159 per cent compared TRY FIELD IN INDIANA AS

Fixtures to the prewar year. Currently these places EXTENSIVELY AS THE IN-
have cost levels fromrt‘he .same as New York DIANA ARCHITECT.
with any to 12 per cent less. District 2, New England

type shielding pNSEVY
you desire

U. S. SUMMARY OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS
(Labor and Material only—Composite Average Percentages)

March ’58 Sept. 57 1941 to Local
POLYLITE ; DISTRICTS to Sept. Sept. '58 Sept. '58 vs. NYC
PANELS CLEAR HORSON Eastern U. S.
1—Metropolitan New York-

New Jersey +1 41 1145 —5
2—New England 41 0 +-160 =11
3—Northeastern and

North Central States +:2 +2 4158 =7
4—Southeastern and

IN BUSINESS OVER 25 YEARS South Central States =~ +1 o1 1145 —24
WM. E. JOBES, Indiana Rep. AVERAGE 1-4 incl. ) +1 +1 +152 =9
1242 E. 90th St. Indi lis, Ind. = T =— =
o :’]hone Victor“[(i-:‘ll;:pu . VRERLEER b 5
5—Maississippi River

and West Central g +2 =l 4142 =13
6—Pacific Coast and

Roecky Mountain states o +-2 -2 4163 —13

I.omsw“e lﬂmp cov Inc. AVERAGE 5 and 6 |2 19 1153 —13
724 W. BRECKINRIDGE ST. = T

LOUISVILLE 3, KENTUCKY UNITED STATES: 1-6 incl. - +-2 -+2 +152 —12
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The months of November and December
will be busy for many of us. There are two
very important conferences where the Indiana
Society will be represented. Both of these
are part of the work of our Schools Commit-
tee under the chairmanship of Ed. Simmons.

The Indiana School Boards Association will
meet in Indianapolis on November 22 and 23.
The Indiana Society will
have a booth during this
Convention. Two of our
members will provide a
panel discussion on the
architect, ¢ o n s t r uction
methods, and other such
problems.

Purdue University will
hold the formal opening

3 of the Adult Education
MR. BETTS  Facilities in their new
Memorial Center on December 3 and 4. Pur-
due’s Division of Adult Education and the
Commission on architecture of the Adult Edu-
cation Association of the U. S. A., are spon-
soring a conference concerned with planning
and designing facilities for the education of
adults during the formal opening. This con-
ference is open to all architects and I trust
many of you will avail yourselves of this
fine opportunity. Many outstanding speakers
and leaders on adult education facilities will
be on hand. There will be general sessions
of a broad character, as well as special in-

The President Speaks . . .

By CHARLES ]. BETTS, President

Indiana Society of

Architects, AlA.

terest meetings. Do you recognize these
names? Walter Scholer, A.I.A., Philip Will,
Jr., A.LLA., Vice President, Vincent Kling,
A.IA., S. T. Ritenour, National Council of
Churches, Walter Taylor, A.L.A.

Registration begins at 9:00 A. M. Wednes-
day, December 3, at the Union Building, main
lounge. Every architect interested in facili-
ties for adult education, (schools, churches,
colleges, business, labor, community centers)
should not miss the opportunity.

The third major activity is personal as it
involves the dedication of our new office-in-
the-round building located at 111 South Dow-
ney Avenue, Indianapolis. I extend to each
and everyone of you an invitation to share
this with me and the Board of Church Ex-
tension. The schedule is as follows and you
may participate in any or all of these activi-
ties:

Tuesday, December 9, 7:30 P. M., dedica-
tion services in the Downey Avenue Christian
Church, 111 South Downey Avenue, directly
across the street from the new building.

8:30 P. M.—Presentation of keys and open-
ing of the building.

8:45 to 10:30 P. M.—Open house.

Sunday, December 14, from 2:30 to 5:00
P. M.—Open house.

A great many of you have been interested
in this unique building and I trust you will
take this opportunity to see it first hand.

ECONOMICAL
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AND ROOFS

PRECAST CONCRETE

® No Forming
e Flush or Beam Ceilings

e 60% Noise Reduction

Rigid

®

® Fireproof
® Long Span
&

Unbelievable Economy

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

WRITE OR CALL US FOR INFORMATION ON THESE PRODUCTS

MASOLITE DIVISION

GENERAL DREDGING COMPANY, INC.
2200 La Fontain Street

JOISTS

PHONE A-1453
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Bilt-Well awning windows are available in a
wider choice of sizes and operating mechanisms.

Bilt-Well Belvedere doors are made of clear,
kiln-dried Ponderosa pine treated to NWMA
standards.

M“ \
BILT WELL \
_—
woobp WOoRNK ]

Specify Bili-Well windows, doors and cabinets.
Sold by better lumber dealers . . . since 1866.
Fast delivery from our Indianapolis warehouse.

Bili-Well offers the widest selection of cabinet
sizes, styles, types . . . for kitchen or other
storage need. Birch fronts or Ponderosa pine.

Bilt-Well Super 7 removable windows feature
stainless steel weatherstripping.

N BILT-WELL
B\“ wu\.wnnAwm\( ARCHITECTURAL
DETAILS

" LR

Write, wire or telephone collect for your free
file of details on the complete line of Bilt-Well
windows, doors and cabinets.

Adams-Rogers, Inc.

INDIANAPOLIS 6

P. O. BOX 154
PHONE: MELROSE 2-5455
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