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Only 4" in total thickness, a new
thin wall panel recently perfected by the
Indiana Limestone Institute which provides a very
high insulating value, is composed of 2" of limestone
facing mechanically fastened to 2" of Tectum, a rigid-
type insulating board,

Several pieces of stone applied to a single piece of Tectum
are set as one unit, or a large panel. Masons working
with this new material for the first time on the Meadows

: . 5 i . TECTUM
Shopping Center in Indianapolis, achieved the rate of : RIGID TYPE
approximately 1,200 square feet per day, o INSULATING

BOARD

\\\ Panels are anchored into the backup, or structural steel,
\\_ with strap anchors and dowels. This type construction
\_ is very practical and can be adapted to various de-
N signs. For further information and details, write
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Hoosier Church Consultant Traces
Roll of Religious Architecture

Life’s Spiritual Side Developed, Kept
By the Design of Beautiful Buildings

By CHARLES J.

BETTS, A.LA.

Consulting Architect, Board of Church Extension, Disciples of Christ

In general, the progress of civilization can be traced with incredible accuracy by the

development of its architecture.
Balzac correctly said,

“The events of human existence, whether public or private,

are so closely allied to architecture that the majority of observers can construct nations
in their habits and ways of life from the remains of public monuments or relics of a

home.”

It is not strange, therefore, that the first
use of the tzrm ‘‘architecture” included both
sculpture and painting. The reason was that,
in the beginning, this art governed all other
arts used in the construction of buildings.
By the time of the Renaissance in the 15th
Century, however, other arts had been so
highly developed as to have gained the right
to a separate classification.

For centuries church buildings have made
their witness to God. They have endured
the tortures of storm and war, the strife of
men and machines. Many styles of architec-
ture are familiar, indicating to each passerby
that the structure is a church where God may
be worshipped in peace and quiet.

OF SECULAR ORIGIN

History, moreover, reveals the surprising
fact that, for the most part, architecture had
a secular origin. Aside from such modifica-
tions as were necessary to meet utilitarian
demands. there has, in the past, been very
little, if any, originality in church architec-
ture. Yet in many nations, the finest struc-
tures were built for religious purposes. For
example, in western Europe are Westminster
Abbey and St. Paul’'s Cathedral in England;
Notre Dame in Paris and Saint Peter’s in
Rome. In the Orient we find the Taj Mahal
in India, said to be ‘“the most beautiful
ediface in any land in the 17th Century and
the achievement of Mohammedan art;"” the
Temple of Heaven in China; the Temple of
Nicco in Japan; or Solomon's Temple in
Palestine.

Of course we cannot forget the primitive
church was wholly unconcerned about archi-
tecture. But it was for the simple reason that
they were not allowed to worship in public
places until after the church and state be-
came one under the reign of Constantine in
the Fourth Century. Until that time they
worshipped in private homes, in synagogues,
in the catacombs and in other secluded
places. In Luke’s narrative of Paul's call
to Macedonia this statement occurs:

““And on the Sabbath we went out of the

wont to be made, and we sat down, and spake
unto the woman which resorted thither.”
(Acts 16:13) It was here that Lydia, the
seller of purple, became a Christian.

For this and other reasons some of our
leaders contended that the type of building
in which the church functioned was of no
greai importance. However, there has been
an all-out universal belief among the ma-
jority of spiritual leaders that there is a
very close relation between material and
spiritual architecture which ought not to be
neglected.

Mcst logically, architecture came to be
affected by religion as well as by climate,
materials and personal tastes. In the local
church it was also distinctly affected by
various theological dogmas, interpretations of
the scriptures and the administering of the
ordinances. Conversely, architecture has a
distinct effect on the worshipper.

DEVELOPS THE SPIRITUAL

It has been said, of the various means to
develop and perpetuate the spiritual side of
life, beautiful buildings afford one of the
most important.

A monumental building, if really beautiful
and glamorous, gives a visible and per-
manent cbject around which life and loyalty
can grow, and to which tradition and senti-
ment can attach. Unless our world builds
new centers of beauty and affection to take
the place of the old, the 20th century in spite
of material progress, will be essentially poor-
er than the 19th.

The church is a tool in the hands of God
for the building of His Kingdom on earth.
Therefore, it requires organizational and edu-
cational advantages as well as an adequate
place of worship. In providing the most suit-
able edifice, several things are indispensable.

Today's church is located on the normal
traffic pattern of the community where the
passerby will see it during the usual day’s
activities. It is on the main thoroughfare for
easy accessability. The site is large and nor-

city by the river side, where prayer wasmally located on a corner.
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CHARLES J. BETTS

Charles J. Betts, who wrote this
month’s feature article for the Indiana
Architect, has combined religion and
architecture in a colorful career that
has established him as one of the lead-
ing consultants on church architecture
in the country today. He was born in
Danbury, Wis., and received his forma!
education at the University of Colorado
and Antioch College. He has travelled
extensivery in Europe. Besides Indiana,
he is a registered architect in Arizona,
Tennessee, Ohio, Alabama, Maryland,
California, Colorado, Texas, lowa, Okla-
homa and Florida. Since 1947 he has
been the consulting architect for the
Board of Church Extension, Disciples of
Christ. Mpr. Betts is married and the
father of two sons and a daughter. He
is a corporate member of the Indiana
Society of Architects, and currently is
one of the 1.8.4.s directors.

It must not be forgotten that even the bes
architecture may be robbed of its greate
effect by virtue of a lack of space for lan
scaping or enlargement. Parking spaces ar
provided for at least one car to each thre
seats in the sanctuary. An auto entrance i
often provided. Outdcor recreational area
a part of the modern church’s program, r
quires additional space. Most new church
are being built on five acres or more of lev
ground.

The present day church is designed f
function within as well as beauty withou
Worship, Christian education, fellowship, re
reation and administration are the four bas
functions for which provisions is made in
well-planned building. ‘

I'ORMAL WORSHIP

It is inevitable that an improved achite
ture would usher in a more formal prograr
of worship. It means a greater emphasis ©
music as well as on robed choirs. Th

(Continued on Page 10)
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HOOSIER CHURCHES
by

INDIANA ARCHITECTS

Now under censtruction in Plainfield is the Plain-
field Methodist Church. The main sanctuary will seat
400, cost is $225,000. Architects are Edward D. James
and Associates, Indianapolis.

FEBRUARY, 1958

Here is the main sanctuary of the new Hazelwood Christian Church
in Muncie which seats 300 and was built at a cost of $234,000. Archi-
tects were Hamilton and Graham, Muncie.

This recently completed First Church of Christ,
Scientist, is located in West Lafayette. Its auditorium
seats 325, cost was $200,000. C. Wilbur Foster & Asso-
ciates, Indianapolis, were the architects.
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The President Speaks . . .

By FRANK MONTANA, President
Indiana Society of Architects, A.LA.

w On April 18 and 19, in South Bend, the Indiana Society of Architects and the Student
Chapter A.I.LA. will be the host chapter for the Great Lakes Region.
Paul Jernegan, co-chairman for the Regional Meeling, has worked continuously and
f(}ldmg dm][s has been successful in obtaining top men in the field cf planning for the seminar. The
program and events are listed elsewhere in the Indiana Architect. Let us all check these
dates on our calendar, drop everything, and be in South Bend—Ilet nothing
interfere. Urban renewal, city and community planning need the archi-
tect. This need is great. Here is our opportunity to learn something
about it.
The Civic Design Committee in Indianapolis is doing a great job—
I am very happy to see architects in other cities also taking a more
active part—it is very important to the architect to be a part of the ever
changing picture from the very start..
Public relations under the Regional Chairmanship of Elmer Manson,
‘ of Michigan, will also highlight the meeting.
MR. MONTANA The ladies have not been forgotten—a fine program is being planned
for them—so plan on being at Notre Dame in April.
Non-A.I.LA. members are most cordially invited to attend all the events.

LAMINATED

1 g

[ |.S.A. Calendar of Coming Events

DATE TYPE OF MEETING LOCATION
February 13 ____Executive Board o Indianapolis
March 13 . .. Executive Board - Evansville
7371 (5 | | —— Third General Meeting _

H Student Meeting . 7 ~_ South Bend, Morris Inn
a new kind of heauly

Executive Board Meeting
" le o
a new I(Il'ld Of dOOI‘ May 8 s Eiilcﬁ?\%ehgoe;i%é : Indianapolis
June 7 T Annual Meeting Indianapolis
July 7-11 _.___......_A.I.A. Convention : Cleveland, Ohio
® Save valuable space
make every room more
livable

® “Snap-on” covers permit
ready change of color
scheme

Quality
Is Our Most Impmfmzt

Specification, in
PLUMBING
® Laminated panel covers

provide greater sound reduc- HEATING

tion, assure full privacy AIR CONDITIONING

® (hoice of harmonizing colors

® Trim, textured beauty for
home and commercial
interiors

in full range of sizes =
CENTRAL SUPPLY CO.
Call or Write for Free Brochure Since 1902 — Wholesalers of Quality Plumbing,

Heating, Air Conditioning, Industrial Supplies
210 S. Capitol Ave. -:- ME. 5-3451

StrucTuraL TimBeRs |nc.

1340 Madison Ave. ME. 1-6590
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
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Great Lakes Regional Conference

Set for South Bend April 17-19

Indiana Society of Architects to Host
Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky Chepters

“Urban Planning and the Architect’” will be the theme of this year’s annual Great

Lakes District Regional Conference which

will be held April 17, 18, and 19 in South

Bend, Ind. The Indiana Society of Architects will serve as conference host this year, and

headquarters will be at the Morris Inn on

The Great Lakes District comprises the
states of Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, and Mich-
igan, all chapters of the American Institute
of Architects.

Although the three-day conference program
is still tentative and incomplete, with several
prominent speakers still unconfirmed, the
following schedule outlines the busy agenda:

hursday, April 17, 1958
7:00 P. M.—Registration
7:00 P. M.—Public Relations Committee
Meeting
9:00 P. M.—Informal Ice Breaker

riday, April 18, 1958
9:00 A. M.—Registration Continues
9:00 A. M. - 5:00 P. M.—Exhibits (Stu-
dents, Architectural Forum, Archi-
tectural Record, Progressive Archi-
tecture)

:00 A. M.—Business Session
Bergman S. Letzler, Regional Di-
rector, Presiding

:00 A. M.—Ladies Program

1:00 P. M.—Luncheon

2:00 P. M.—Address: Dr. Henry D. Hin-
ton, Notre Dame Nuclear Physicist,
“The Nuclear Age and City Plan-
ning”’

:00 P. M.—Public Relations Work Shop

:00 P. M.—Ladies Program

30 P. M.—Cocktails

:30 P. M.—Banquet

30P.M.—Address: Albert Mayer,
F.A.ILA., New York City, ‘‘City and
Town Planning”

1(
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baturday, April 19, 1958
9:00 A. M.—Registration Continues
9:00 A. M. - 5:00 P. M. —Exhibits
10:00 A. M.—Seminar Session: Charles J.
Marr, F.A.L A., President Archi-
tects Society of Ohio, Moderator,
“Urban Design and Planning”
Panel Members
Ira J. Bach, Commissioner, Department of
ity Planning, Chicago; Harland Bartholo-
1ew, Harland Bartholomew & Associates,
t. Louis and Washington, D. C.; George W.
arton, Engineering Consultant, Traffic Insti-
te, Evanston, Ill.; Carl W. Forsythe, City
ttorney, Oak Park, Mich.; Calvin S. Hamil-
bn, Executive Director, Metropolitan Plan-
ing Department, Marion County (Indian-
polis), Ind.; James A. McCarthy, Professor
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the University of Notre Dame campus.

of Structural Engineering, Notre Dame; Ar-
thur Rubloff, President, Development Corpor-
ation of America, Chicago and New York:
Lawrence V. Sheridan, Metropolitan Plan-
ners, Inc., Indianapolis, Ind. (plus a possible
one or two additional members)

12:30 P. M.—Luncheon
2:30 P. M. -4:30 P. M.—Campus Tours
(Notre Dame and St. Mary’s)

Funds Granted AlLA.

By Science Foundation

Funds to conduct a conference to identify
neglected areas of basic research in archi-
tecture have been granted to the American
Institute of Architects by the National Science
FFoundation.

Plans for the workshop-conference, to be
held in Washington next fall, are being care-
fully prepared by a steering committee com-
posed of authorities in fields most directly
related to architectural requirements., Mem-
bers are: Dr. Robert King Merton, Columbia
University sociologist; Dr. Albert H. Hastorf,
Dartmouth College psychologist: Dr. C. P.
Yaglou Harvard University School of Public
Health; Professor Myle Holley, MIT struc-
tural engineer; and Mr. Walter E. Campbell,
A.LA., Boston architect and chairman of the
A.ILA. Research Committee.

Steering Committee Chairman Campbell
reports this important three-day interdisci-
plinary conference to be the result of initial
investigation by the A.LLA. Department of
Education and Research which will also
coordinate the program with a forthcoming
meeting on Building Science Research, to
be conducted by the Building Research Insti-
tute,

Approximately 30 authorities from all parts
of the U. S. will be invited to participate in
the A.LLA, workshop-conference, *“to deter-
mine the relationships of the physical, bio-
logical and social sciences in the problems
of optimum created environment for human
activities.” Areas of needed research, pre-
sent facilities and extent of present basic
research, methods of financial support for
composite study as well as independent fields,
and methods of sharing findings, are among
the objectives of the conference.

_—
————— .
—_—
.
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Buildings
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Practical applications
of electric space heating

provide architects
with unlimited

opportunities for
greater design flexibility.
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To make the buildings
you design truly modern,
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Check with your electric
heating contractor, or
your nearby office of

Public Service Company
of Indiana, Inc.

Good, Low-Cost Electric Service to
More Than 700 Communities in 70 Counties in Indiana
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Street Furniture: An Observation . . .

Have we become conditioned to our present urban environment? Many d
us look at familiar things every day and yet seemingly do not see them. We ha
become so accustomed to certain urban sights that we fail to grasp their full ir
portance. Our city-scape has an important uuifying element in street furniture.

W hat is street furniture, anyway? The fireplug, traffic light, overhead wire
sidewalk gratings, these are some of the elements that make up street furnitur
Our automobiles, and indeed, ourselves walking along the busy sidewalks of
bustling urban scene make up this underlying fabric of urban design.

W hen we, as architects and city planners, go about our task of attempting
improve human environment, let us not forget the importance of visual impa
not only on structures, but also, on this collection of forgotten items. It is obviod
that our street furniture lacks a sense of design. Let us work to improve t
important phase of architectonic design.

At present these elements are completely without a sense of continuity. (0]
street furniture only indicates chaos and haphazard, arbitrary (lack of) thinki
as it appears everywhere throughout our urban communities. Just imagine t
potential of a wonderful and unifying element that we could make out of this stre
furniture. This is our job, too.—E. Crawley Cooper.







