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School Construction Needs 
Cooperative Planning 

By WILBUR YOUNG 
State Superintendent of Pnblie Instruetion 

Considerable attention in recent magazine articles gives one the unpleasant impression 
that taxpayers' money is being wasted through needless and uncalled for extravagance in 
schoolhouse construction. These articles have implied that school administrators are de­
termined to build monuments and school facilities for the fr i l ls of education. It is the 
wri ter ' s contention that early, continuous and cooperative planning between the architect 
and the school and community wi l l do much ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ members, administrators, teach-
to alleviate this condition m the State of 
Indiana. This past year our school admin­
istrators and architects have constructed 2267 
functional and vitally needed classrooms. In-

WILBUR YOUNG 

diana school board members, administrators, 
and architects who have given generously of 
their t ime and interest to get the very best 
and functional classrooms possible for the cit­
izens of their community, have a responsi­
b i l i ty to be alert and well informed people. 

Under our system of education a community 
constructs the kind of school it wants and the 
kind of school it is wil l ing to pay for and feels 
it can afford. Our Indiana communities know 
that for young people a school should rep­
resent the most attractive and imaginatively 
s t imulat ing place in the conmiunity. and that 
i t should be the very best school both psysi-
cally and educationally that the community 
can af ford to build and operate. We must 
constantly keep in mind this fact that a 
schcol plant provides the environment for a 
var ie ty of experiences and learning. 

Econcmy in school building construction 
can be attributed to many factors, but cer­
ta in ly , cooperative and careful planning is 
decisive in achieving the best possible school 
fo r a community at the lowest possible cost. 
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ers, architects, and citizens must approach 
school building planning by taking a good 
look at the kind of space and equipment 
teachers and pupils need and can use to best 
advantage in teaching and learning and then 
design buildings that wi l l meet these essen­
tials. They should also keep in mind the 
future needs of the school considering not 
only enrollment expansion, but curriculum 
change and development. The beauty of a 
new school building lies in its utility. I f it 
is a useful building, it facilitates teaching and 
the learning process. 

Al l school buildings involve relatively large 
sums of public funds. Wise and economical 
use of money for buildings is a grave re­
sponsibility which rests largely on the board 
of education as the legally constituted govern­
mental body for education in the community. 
Forward looking boards of education recognize 
the fact that the school building wi l l stand 
for many years as a symbol of the trust the 
community has placed in the integrity and 
educational leadership of the respective board 
members. 

To achieve real economy and educationally 
sound facilities, the educators and the archi­
tects in Indiana must work together in de­
signing and constructing school buildings. 
The community gets more educational value 
per dollar when school buildings are planned 
and constructed in terms of the educational 
program to be housed. Rapport between 
those doing the planning must be at an opti­
mum. Considerable thought must be given 
to the physical and psychological impact of 
the building upon its occupant. 

Failure to do necessary planning may re­
sult later in the process of shaping a school 
program to fi t a poorly planned building. 
This early planning of new school facilities 
falls under the jurisdiction of the legally con­
stituted board of education. They are the 
ones to determine the organization for plan­
ning, structuring the time schedule, and se­
lecting the personnel involved. The superin­
tendent, as the executive cflicer of the school 
system, is the authority-figure in the study 
and should provide the leadership and di­
rection necessary. This preliminary planning 
should be initiated at least two years prior 

to construction. Many Indiana communities 
use this period of time in reappraising their 
present educational offering and in planning 
for the upgrading of their total curriculum. 

Al l of the communities' resources should be 
utilized in f raming early educational speci­
fications for school construction. Students, 
parents, teachers, school plant consultants, 
city planners, staff oflicials and other agen­
cies and individuals should be involved in 
the formulation of these educational specifi­
cations. These recommendations or educa­
tional specifications wi l l serve as functional 
guides to the superintendent, the architect, 
and other specialists in developing the recom­
mendations for the community's school. 
Through discussion of these educational speci­
fications with the architect, the construction 
wi l l be a custom job for the community. 
These educational specifications should con­
tain a brief, clear, and concise statement of 
the school's philosophy or the scope of its 
educational experiences future as well as 
present. Also presented in these educational 
specifications wi l l be information of the back­
ground of the community. The community's 
needs, composition, and desires w i l l be ex­
pressed. 

These educational specifications should 
point out the proposed educational program 
of the contemplated school building. The 
purposes of the building, the present and 
future enrollments, the size of the groups 
with which teachers wi l l work, the summer 
and community use of the buildings, the age 
levels of children to be served, and the cur­
riculum to be offered must be stated with| 
clari ty and specificity. 

After these functional guides have been 
developed, the architect and board should 
have a thorough oral discussion of them. I t 
is not the purpose of these educational speci­
fications to vitiate the architect's creative 
ability, but rather to free and stimulate it. 
The architect should be willing and able to 
design within the framework of the budget 
and educational specifications. His job is 
not completed once final plans have been ap­
proved. He must provide supervision until 
the building is finished and accepted. 

We in the Department of Public lnstruction| 
are making every attempt to keep aware of 
current thinking, practices and trends sol 
that we may assist you to develop buildings 
that are educationally sound and in which a 
good environment for learning may be ere 
ated. We can be more effective in our as­
sistance to you. however, if we are allowed 
to work with you in the early stages of youn 
planning and in the drafting of your educa-
tioiujl specifications. 

The degree of success achieved in a ne\\j 
building wi l l be measured in terms of the 
extent to which the new building achieves the 
purposes for which it was planned. Let uf 
in Indiana have early and continuous planninji 
by the architect and the school officials de 
veloped in a harmonious .spirit so that we maj 
move forward with our school construction 
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Noted Architect 
Awes Indianapolis 

Frank Lloyd Wright, world-famed archi­
tect, has convinced at least a handful of 
Hoosiers that his tongue is just as glib as 
his drawing board is imaginative. 

In his recent Indianapolis visit the colorful 
Mr. Wright awed and amazed his listeners 
by making some highly uncomplimentary 
observations about buildings, planning, and 
Indianapolis in general. He appeared under 
joint sponsorship of Indianapolis Art Asso­
ciation and Business Furniture Co., which 
handles Wright-designed products. Although 
he addressed a turn-a-way throng at John 
Horron Art Institute, his off-the-cufi", i f not 
caustic, remarks uttered at a cocktail re­
ception preceeding his speech are the ones 
most likely to be remembered. 

Typical Wright-isms would include the fol­
lowing: 

' I didn't remember Indianapolis at all . 
But I remembered the monument (Soldiers 
and Sailors Monument), and I suppose that's 
its purpose. " 

About the same m o n u m e n t : "Those 
soldiers and sailors are a long time back. It 
might better be dedicated to some architect 
who killed his grandmother to get a job . " 

'Indianapolis, like every big city, is 
doomed. The only good building I saw here 
|is the one used by J. C. Penny's downtown, 
which is a little radical. It probably was 
designed by some out-of-town man." 

About fil l ing stations: "'Just this morning 
| I sent in plans for an overhead filling sta­
tion: you can't hit anything when you drive 

>» 

" M y mile-high building is just simmering 
^ow. As long as I don't t ry to get some one 
0 build it there's no one to say it's no good." 

About television sets: '"Someone has said 
hat stuff is chewing gum for the eyes." 

On decentralization of cities: "Everything 
knoves faster now. A hundred years long ago 
s 10 years in today's mode of progress. 
2an't you see this city going out (to the 
suburbs) ? And when it does, you'd better 
;et out of the way." 

The volatile, white-thatched designer did, 
however, have a nice word to say about 
Veir Cook Airport: " I t was very nicely 
lesigned." Weir Cook was designed by the 
)ffice of Edward D. James, Indianapolis 
irchitect. 

(Editor's Note: A prominent Indianapolis 
Architect answers Mr. Wright on Page 9.) 

Md y o u k n o w . . . 

hat the state of Indiana ranks third in the 
[Jnited States in steel production (and has 
he world's largest steel plant); is the first 
n the United States in musical instruments, 
asoline pumps and refrigerators; third in 
lotor vehicles and parts; fifth in rubber, and 
rst in building limestone? 
OVEMBER. 1957 

Frank Lloyd Wright, volatile "dean" of American architects, at left , is shown chatting 
with Indianapolis Architect Merri t t Harrison, right, and George Stewart, center, of Business 
Furniture Co., during a reception for Wright in the Indianapolis offices of Business Furn i ­
ture Co. 

Home Show Sets 
Competition Deadline 

Tuesday, December 31, is the deadline set 
for application in the 1958 Indianapolis 
Home Show Competition, and all entries must 
be postmarked not later than January 31. it 
has been annuonced. 

The competition is open to any architect, 
architectural student, designer, or draftsman. 
Three prizes of $1000, $500, and $200 wi l l be 
awarded the top three contestants plus six 
honorable mention prizes of $50 each. The 
designs wi l l also be considered for selection 
of the centerpiece house at the Home Show, 
and the best 50 designs submitted wi l l be 
published in a plan book to be displayed at 
the show. 

Date of the 1959 Indianapolis Home Show is 
April I I through 20. 

Applications for the competition are to be 
sent to Richard C. Lennox, Home Show archi­
tectural advisor, 3949 Meadows Drive, Indi­
anapolis. According to Lennox, the house 
must be designed for a family of four con­
sisting of a 16-year-old son and a 14-year-old 
daughter. I t may be a one-story or a split 
level plan with not more than 2000 square 
feet. 

Judges for the competition wi l l be Leon 
Chatelain Jr.. president of the American In­
stitute of Architects; Donald E. Clark, presi­
dent of the Indianapolis Section of the Indiana 
Society of Architects; Edward D. Pierre, In­
dianapolis architect: 0. C. Winters, builder, 
and Walter S. Veon, realtor.. 

ENGINEERS 

CONTRACTORS 

• G Y P S U M R O O F D E C K S 
fire resisfani—Iniulative—economlcol 

F I B E R G L A S A C O U S T I C A L S Y S T E M S 
teifured—perforated—tonoface ceilings 

U S G A C O U S T I C A L S Y S T E M S 
Acouslone—Audilorie—Perf atone—Corrufonc 

U S G & M E T L W A L P A R T I T I O N S 
movaljle, incombustible interior walls 

B U R G E S S - M A N N I N G C E I L I N G S 
rodicnt panel heating ond cooling 

H A M S S O N A C O U S T I C A L S Y S T E M S 
Honsonite—corrugated oluminum—Sonosorbcrs 

F O L D I N G D O O R S ^ ^ ^ f c ^ 

Bemlswall—E.tendoor ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

I N D U S T R I A L S O U N D A B S O R B E R S 
Acoustisorber—Sonotorber ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

WAlnut 3-2461 

C o m p a n y 
I N £ 0 « r O » » ' I O 

1720 ALVORD ST. 
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The President Speaks 
By FRANK MONTANA. President. 
Indiana Society of Arcliitects, A. I .A. 

We can have a much stronger INDIANA 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS if we wi l l all 
put our shoulder to the wheel. Our organiza­
tion can do much to raise the standards of 
the profession and to bring to the public a 

better understanding of 
the Architect and his 
work. This w i l l not hap­
pen without hard work 
and personal sacrifice of 
time. The betterment of 
our society is in the 
hands of our committees, 
the Board of Directors, 
and most important of 
al l — Y O U ! Your Board 
and Committees m u s t 
initiate action and you 

must make yourself heard by attending the 
meetings of your society. 

In the November issue of the " INDIANA 
PROFESSIONAL E N G I N E E R " I read a very 
interesting article on " T H E PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEER AND HIS SOCIETIES" by 
Crawford M. Adams, P.E. which I wish al l 
of you to take a few minutes to read. The 

MR. MONTANA 

article applies to our organization as w e l l -
including the following which I quote—"We 
OFTEN HEAR THE QUESTION ASKED. 
'WHAT W I L L THE SOCIETY DO FOR 
MI-:.' THE PERSON WHO ASKS THE 
QUESTION IS NOT READY TO BE A PRO­
FESSIONAL ENGINEER IN THE TRUE 
SENSE OF THE WORD. A TRUE PRO-
FESSIONAI ASKS 'WHAT CAN I DO FOR 
THE SOCIET?' " 

As I mentioned in an earlier issue of the 
• INDIANA ARCHITECT," our committees 
are the life of the Society and active com­
mittees are essential. Each has a job to do 
and the committee chairmen have an obli­
gation to the Society. They are the prime 
movers of our profession in Indiana and 
each must do his job. Without the work of 
these committees such items as LEGISLA­
TION, PUBLIC RELATIONS, MEMBER­
SHIP, LI.ASON COMMITTEES, ETC., wi l l 
suiFer. 

I have seen other architectural societies 
and their committees work in our neighbi^r-
ing states, and I must admit that they are 
doing a better job. Let us show some enthu­
siasm for our profession in our State of 
Indiana and do a job. Some are already 
doing so-how about joining them? 

Manufacturers of 
A COMPLETE L I N E 

GOMMERGIAU INDUSTRIAL 
AND SCHOOL 

F L U O R E S C E N T 
LIGHTING FIXTURES 

I N BUSINESS OVER 25 YEARS 

WM. E. JOBES, Sales Rep. 
1242 E. 90th St. Indianapolis, Ind. 

Phone Victor fi-lIlO 

Louisville Lamp Co., Inc. 
724 W. Breckinridge St. 
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M r s . A n n a Hunter Passes 
The widow of a well-known Indianapolis 

architect is dead after an illness of over 
a year. 

Anna Blanche Hunter died in her home. 
3109 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, at the 
age of 87. Her husband, Edgar O. Hunter, 
who died in 1949, was a member of the 
Rubush and Hunter architectural firm, which 
designed the Indiana and Circle Theatns 
the Circle Tower Building, and the Fair­
grounds Coliseum. 

A w a r d Nominations 

Deadl ine Set for Jan. 15 
The American Institute of Architects an­

nounced today that, because of worldwide 
interest, extra time would be given to make 
nominations for the 1958 R. S. Reynolds 
Memorial Award—the $25,000 honorary pay­
ment to the architect making the "'most sig­
nificant contribution to the use of aluminum" 
in the building field. 

Established a year ago by the Reynolds | 
Metals Company in memory of its founder, 
R. S. Reynolds, Sr., the annual Award is ad­
ministered by the A.I .A. 

Edmund R. Purves, A.I .A. Executive Di­
rector, explained that the first R. S. Reyn­
olds Memorial Award attracted 86 nomina­
tions f rom 19 countries in 1957. 

He said that the A.I .A. wi l l accept nomina­
tions until January 15, 1958, in order to give 
architectural societies overseas extra time 
to name their nominees. This wi l l also allow 
A.I .A. Chapters more time to designate their 
candidates, he added. 

Three Spanish architects won the 1957 
Reynolds Memorial Award for their design 
of a workers lounge at a Barcelona auto­
mobile factory. They are Rafael de la Joya, 
Cesar Ortiz-Echague, and Manuel Barbero 
Rebolledo, all of Madrid. Spain. 

I n addtion to the $25.00 honorarium, thel 
architect picked by the Jury also receives 
an aluminum sculpture, especially created 
by a prominent artist. Theodore Roszak, 
the distinguished American sculptor, created 
the piece awarded to the Spaniards in 1957 

The Reynolds Award may be given for any 
type of structure and is not restricted merely 
to buildings. Prime consideration is giver 
to the creative value of the structure and its 
potential infiuence on modern architecture. 

To be considered for the Award, an archi 
tect must be nominated by either: a Chapter 
of the A.I .A. , or any architects' society oi 
group outside of the United States, or anj 
college or university. 

I .S.A. Calendar of Events for 1957-58 
DATE 

1957—December 14 

TYPE OF MEETING 

Second General Meeting 

LOCATION 

Indianapolis 

South Bend, Morris Inn 

1958—January 9 Executive Board Gary 
February 13 . Executive Board Indianapolis 
March 13 Executive Board Evansville 
Apri l 18 .Third General Meeting 

Student Meeting 
Executive Board Meeting 
Regional Meeting 

May 8 Executive Board Indianapolis 
June 7 Annual Meeting Indianapolis 
July 7-11 A.I .A. Convention Cleveland, Ohio 
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F L O U R C I T Y r e v e r s i b l e w i n d o w s 

keep window washing indoors 

The window washer cleans both sides of 
this reversible window/ro/;/ ihc inside, elim­
inating need for outside hooks or hanging 
scaffolds and rails. 

Yet, in addition to window clean­
ing convenience, Flour City's Re­
versible Window provides complete 
wcdihev scal.s, with air and water 
infiltration practically zero. 

The Flour City window opens 
only by the window washer's key, to 
maintain controlled ventilation in 
air conditioned buildings, yet allows 
emergency ventilation should the 
need arise. 

This window rotates a full 360° 
with a positive latch-lock in the 
180° position. A simple flip of the 
latch and the window swings to its 
original position where it locks 
automatically. 

For the utmost in building design, 
specify Flour City Reversible Win­
dows . . . custom built to your speci­
fications. 

B M h h h h h h h h b h h h b i 

See Our WK 1 
Catalog in 

Siveefs file • 
17 a 

'^^0'* ROTATION 

FULL LOCKING AT 180= 

S i m p l e a n d sturdy hardware 
g u a r a n t e e s long trouble-free 
life. 

T W O c o n t i n u o u s o n e - p i e c e 
vinyl weathers t r ips with dou­
ble f ins sea l against air and 
water infiltration. C o r n e r s a r e 
mitered and heat s e a l e d . 

A l u m i n u m c o r n e r b l o c k s a n d 
sea lant inser ted u n d e r p n e u ­
m a t i c p r e s s u r e c r e a t e r ig id 
a n d leakproof c o r n e r s . 

FLOUR CITV IRON COMPANY 

Full size details 1= = g | 

available on request I2637 2 7 T H a v e n u e s o • M i n n e a p o l i s , m i n n 
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How a Building Committee 
Should Select an Architect 

The seleciicn of an Architect by a Build 
selection by one person. An individual or a 
an Architect as one would a doctor or a 
friends who have had previous experience, 
the advice of friends, but having the primary 
fu l ly , it should undertake a careful plan of 
selection to see that the Architect most fitted 
for the job is retained. 

Most organizations are not satisfied with 
run-of-the-mill buildings, but wish creative 
answers to their building problems. Retain­
ing the right Architect is the first step. In 
order to help you do this, the Washington 
State Chapter of The American Institute of 
Architects suggests the following procedure: 

T h e Right Architect 

As a Building Committee, you should ana­
lyze your organization's needs as thoroughly 
as possible in order to select an Architect 
part icularly suited to your purpose. 

I t is necessary to realize that the Archi­
tect does not work alone, but represents 
many people. He or his firm combines the 
qualities of creative artist, businessman, de­
signer, engineer, salesman, educator, public 

ing Committee differs in many ways from his 
couple planning to build a home often selects 

laywer, taking into account the advice of 
A building Committee would also consider 
purpose of representing its organization faith-
relations man, lawyer, specifications writer, 
draftsman, estimator and construction super­
visor. 

The competence of all practitioners is con­
trolled by a state licensing law. I f the prob­
lem before you requires imagination, distinc­
tive design and farsighted technical knowl­
edge however, you may be looking for more 
than competence. Some jobs require con­
stant personal direction on the part of the 
Architect. In complex remodeling work, at­
tention to detail is of the utmost importance. 
And in any project, there is no substitute for 
professional experience. 

Formulate a Program 
An architectural program means a de­

tailed and intensive study of all the elements 
relating to the proposed structure before 
the architect is asked to draw a line. These 
elements usually include space requirements 

for various uses; analysis of public and priv­
ate areas in the building; the avenues of 
traffic, pedestrian and vehicular; the direc­
tion of natural light and prevailing winds at 
different seasons; the characteristics of the 
neighborhood; s p e c i a l requirements; and 
many other things. Certainly the budget is 
also an important factor. 

Those with building experience recommend 
that an Architect be retained in the early 
stages of the planning process; often before 
the site is selecte:!. The Architect's training 
enables him to give his client valuable ad­
vice on the relative merits of building sites 
and assistance in completing an architec­
tural program. 

Make a List 

A list of Architects to be interviewed would 
include names of Architects whose work you 
have admired or who in past associations 
with your members have rendered satis­
factory service; names of Architects given 
by groups or organizations similar to yours; 
of Architects who have a special background 
in the type of building you contemplate; and 
of Architects who have shown interest in be­
ing considered. Sometimes it is advisable to 
ask an Architect of your acquaintance for 
the names of those he would recommend for 
consideration. Contact with the local Chap-

t Continued on Page 10 > 

Photo above shows a close-up view of one of the precast con­
crete bents used in construction of Linton-Stockton Elemen­
tary School, Linton, Indiana. Designed by Thomas C . Dorste 
and Spiros G . Pantozi of Indianapolis. Structural engineer 
was Floyd E. Burroughs, also of Indianapolis. 

P O R T L A N D C E M E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
612 Merchants Bank BIdg., Indianapolis 4, Indiana 

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of portland cement and 
concrete through scientific research and engineering field work 
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Precast concrete members 
make low-cost school possible 

The new Linton-Stockton Elementary School in Lin­
ton, Ind. has been widely acclaimed in educational 
circles. It is an example of the speed and economy 
with which urgently needed classrooms can be pro­
vided quickly and economically. 

Saving in time and money resulted from the use of 
precast concrete construction. The frame is formed 
by precast concrete bents supporting precast channel 
slabs. Integral parts of the bents are arms for canti-
levered sections. Both bents and roof slabs were pre­
cast on the site. Careful planning, standardization of 
members and utmost re-use of forms held down costs 
and construction time. 

As a result the 80,()()U-sq. ft. school was built for 
$870,000. Its 36 classrooms, averaging 1200 sq. ft. in 
size, will accommodate 1,200 pupils. The restrooms 
and halls are floored with terrazzo, which was also 
used for wainscoating in the built!ing. 

Modern precast concrete schools such as this not 
only have low initial cost but also low maintenance 
cost, long life and low annual cost. And they're fire-
safe, too! So make your next school precast concrete. 
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