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20]8 YEAR IN REVIEW

Disrupting the Stotus Quo
A Messoge from the Presidenf

Meefing deodlines, boloncing fomily time ond other obligotions, it's oll

too eosy to lose sight of the impoct of our work. Whot we do os orchitects,

whether we're designing houses or office buildings, hospilols or schools,

hos o losting impoct on our communities.

Design motters. ln foct. it's crilicol lo our society.

One of AIA lndyt 2018 gools wos to insisl on ond fight for quolity.

As on orgonizolion of more thon 500 orchitects ond ossociote orchifects,

we hove leveroged our brood oreos of expertise to become odvocoies for

design. Community leoders sought our odvice. they volued our opinions.

ln eorly 2018, INDOT wos reody to expond lones ond build wolls through

urbon neighborhoods to rebuild 165-170. AIA lndy believed we could

better. We odvocoted for INDOT to rethink its plons. lt wosn't eosy, but

through multiple meetings, medio interviews ond grossroots efforls led by

Mork Beebe, AlA, we succeeded in getting the stote to re-evoluote its

plons. Perhops the best woy lo sum up AIA lndionopolis in 2018, is thot

we've disrupted the stotus quo.

As we continue to fight for improved building codes ond better design

in our communities, I urge you to continue to be involved. lnvite your

colleogues to get involved. Your voice, your perspective is needed.

We oll must be odvocotes lor quolity design, both inside our firms ond out

in our communities. Keep speoking up, offering new ideos ond continue

disrupting the stotus quo.

I l"r"rr 
Welu, AIA / President

AIA lndionopolis

I n Chopter of the Americon lnstitute of Architects

I om humbled ond thonkful to our executive director, oll of boord members,

commiltee members, members ond sponsors who shored their time, tolent

ond resources to moking 2018 o greot yeor.
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AII Roods Point to Better Design

AIA lndionopolis wos concerned obout INDOTI

plon to leor down ond expond 165-170 thot

slices through the city. Architects olso hod

concerns obout the design of o mixed-used

development ocross lhe street from the Wor

Memoriol District. lnsteod of stonding on the

sidelines ond hoping designs would chonge,

the orgonizotion stepped up ond spoke out

obout the importonce of better design.

The result of AIA's efforts: lmproved designs

After public presentotions, medio interviews

ond grossroots efforts - including the formotion

of the 65-70 Coolition - ond on independent

study, INDOT ogreed to scole bock the

interstole plon ond work with orchitects ond

community leoders on o better design thot could

help move lndy forword (below).

I 
AIA lndionopolis used o much differenr skoregy

I 
to convince the city to deny o proposed design

on o $ l5 million, seven-story oportment ond

] retoil proiect on fhe site o{ the former Essex Hotel
I

| 
(bottom). the proiect is ocrossthe streetfrom

the five-block lndiono Wor Memoriol Plozo

Historic Diskict home to o museum, three porks

ond 25 ocres of monuments, stotues, sculpture

ond fountoins. Only Woshington D.C. hos more

spoce ond monuments dedicoted lo veterons.

Whot is built oround the district motters.

the proposed design didn't fit within this coniext,

ond the AIA lndionopolis Boord of Directors

drofted o petition ond proposed design chonges

to lndionopolis Deportment of Metropoliton

Developmenl which ogreed. AIA's efforts helped

ensure the development ot fhe corner of Vermont

ond Penn will fit within lndionopolis' londscope.
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