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American lnstitute of Architects is the voice of the architectural profession dedicated to

Serving its members / Advancing their values / lmproving the quality of the built environment.
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Design has an impact on allof us. Like art, architecture can compeldebate and conver-

sation. lt can evoke emotion. And for people like me, it can inspire our career choices.

Our goal for 2015 was to really dig deeper into some of the projects changing our city's

landscape and designers who, like Graves, are making an impact around the globe.

We learned and discussed the city's plans for the City-County Building Plaza and the

state's plans for a Bicentennial Plaza.lt's why we brought in New York architect Deb-

orah Berke, FAIA, and LA architect Thom Mayne, FAIA. lt's why we invited Juan Miro,

FAIA, and Jonathan Hess, AlA, to speak about renovations at the lndianapolis Motor

Speedway. lt's why so many of our monthly programs focused on design projects.

It's not just about listening to others, about taking tours and talking about design. We

also have to be engaged and involved. So, when lndianapolis considered moving the

justice center to the west side of town, we spoke out. Our leadership helped influence

the decision to reconsider the project. We talked to our city leaders during the annual

City-County Council reception about the importance of urban planning. We also took

a stand against lifting a ban on digital billboards, which could have brought in bright

lights throughout the city, including historic neighborhoods.

It's been an honor to lead AIA lndianapolis in 2015 and to be part of the reorganization

of our chapters, which through unanimous vote brings all chapters throughout the

state under one AIA lndiana umbrella. My hope is that this change in structure will

help all of us focus our efforts toward promoting and advocating for great architecture

all over lndiana.

D. Blake Wagner, AIA / President

AIA lndianapolis / A Chapter of the American lnstitute of Architects
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