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"Architect and Gommunity" Is Theme
For lowa Architects' 1958 Gonyention

Choosing a theme which is in line with maior problems facing cities and towns
of all sizei throughout the state and nation,'the Convention Committee '[or the
lowa Chapter A.l.A. is building the convention program around this central idea:

"The Architect and His Community."
Selection of the lheme was an innovation in preconvention planning for lowa's

Chapter and has the purpose of providing an "interest center" around which in-
formation relating to the convention can be disclosed to the public.

"Curr"ent interest on urban renewal in gram sfill are being worked oui lo pro-
Des Moines will help us gain attention vide a program o{ inierest to all archi-
tor lhe part archilecls must take in the tects.
salisfactory redevelopment o{ all sizes Commiltee members explained:
of communities," commiflee members "We hope lo create a program which
said. will give each architect and contraclor

William Wagner, program chairman, a better understanding of the problems
said ai leasl one of fhe maior portions which must be met in a good redevelop-
of the convention program would be menl program. We can't hope to cover
devoted to the subiect of redevelop- the enfire subiect, but we want to
ment of urban areas. He noted that the create some interest which may result
problem now seems to be connected in activity.
mainly with the mojor cilies o{ the area, "Many o{ the smaller cities through-
but was one which could have an effect oul the state have embarked on pro-
upon every archiiect practicing in the grams of wooing industrial plants, and
state. so architecls throughout the state can

R. D. Fernbach, Des Moines City look forward lo the possibility of pro-
Planner, has agreed lo participate in a jecis which will involve communiiy plan-
panel discussion and details of this pro- ning and developmenf."
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Gonvention Committee ilamed and Foundation
ls 0utlined For 1958 Meeting 0f A.l.A.

Members of the 1958 Convenlion Committe-. were named as George Russell,
General Convention Chairm,an, met with 'ihe Chapter officers at the Hotel Savery
for an afternoon meeting during the Masfer Builders of lowa conveniion.

William J. Wagner was appointed 1o handle the program.
James Lynch was placed in charge of refreshments.
Harold Bullington was named to handle the public relations for the Convention.
Herb Shay was placed in charge of the hotel arrangemenls.
Keith Lorenzen was named to handle registration.
Mrs. Grant Voorhees has agreed to act as Chairman for lhe Ladies' portions of

the program.
Preliminary plans {or lhe convention session will be Salurday morning, and

program disclosed the members are officers will meet Saturday afternoon to
urrri"d o{ hearing an outstanding continue planning for the'year.
speaker, and that. the,subiect ma.tler to Among subjecls which ihe archilects
be presented during,the convention._will will talk Jt the'Business Meetings will be
be of interest and volue 1o all. attending. the lowa Architect, und u ,"epoil on the

Although .speakers ,have been lined progress of that magazine will be pre-
up for port'rons of lie program the i"ntid by James L'ynch, Ediior,'and
committee did noi wish to disclose the Roberl Bonomi, public Relations Coun-
names unfil it was determined at whal sel, who supervises mechanical produc-
times they were to.appear- tion of the magazine. Cther subiects

O- H. Thorson of Waterloo has asked which it has bee-n suggested will come
the commitlee for time 

. 
to present a ,p include Chapter- 

- 
Dues and the

special repori 
,o.n, 

the,subiect, o{ "chap- perennial subiect 'of fees.
ter affairs," which will include material
which rhe A.r.A. believes 

-,i:.,tg !" ,,"?1,"$T,ilH: ;l.J::"tbf:'J"fl':brought to ihe attention of each mem- 
,

s",^ J+ " .nupt", ;";ii;s: ,"""" .':'''- i*T[:: ;r rl!i,"ff,+nl,"1i;;",1
Prof. Leonard Wol{ o{ ,,lowa Siate h"; b";; ,ia". ,irai for about five

college will have lime on rhe program y;;; ;.J;;;.ii".-ih"-"Blue Book,,
a,nd is.expected lo.devote, a. portion.of li-Cialiig.that time to background information .
relative lo the 'nrch;+J.tl;. ir"i";"q;; The board decided that il would nof

progr^u, which l-rai U""" a.""f.;;i By include on the Chapter Convention pro-

th",q.t.n. prof. Wol{ *"r-tf]" n!.L.Jf gram dny mention of .privale or grouP

n"prurunL+iul on th" .".n.it+""'*ii.6 entertainme.nls planned for A'l'A' mem-

J;;"b;;Jit''" profru* 
"na 

tnrr ;u, u bers ,by ,firms or associalions, even

i;J ii t".*f"isJ "["ri-16" 
"hir;;r; thoush. the enterlainment mieht.be

".J+f,L 
a""Lf "pri"+; ri" ;;;e,;;;i planned to mesh wifh the convention.

well as a full understanding of how the Presidenl James Walsh was unable lo
program can and should be used {or attend the meeting because of illness,
the advantage of the enlire profession. and also had to cancel a scheduled

THREE BUSINESS MEETINGS appearance .as part of a panel at the

Preliminary plans call for the estab- Master Builders convention.
lishment of three business sessions dur- Present for the session were Vice-
ing the convention. The first to be held Presidenl Wayne Lyons, Treasurer Lyle
as usual, Thursday evening, a second Howard, Secretary Paul Skiles, Board
Friday morning at which the member- Nrlembers Doug Robison, Gene O'Neill,
ship will hear special reporis and choose Griffith Charles Silleito and Conven-
o{{icers for 1958. The third business tion Chairman Russell.
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Committee Galls for Graftsmanship
Award Jlominations

lowa Architects, Builders and Contractors who desire .lo nom,inate outstanding
craftsmen for fhe "craftsmanship Awards" of the lowa chapter of the A.l.A1
should have their nominations in' the hands of the Awards iommittee no later
than Dec. 3l 'io assure full consideration of the candidates prior to the seleclion
of award winners.

. .. 
W1yn". Lyon of Des Moines, Chapter The Chapter has traditionally had

Vice President and head of the awards the award winners as guests fJr the
commitlee for the 1958 convenfion, who Reception and BanJuet on the
previously had issued a reminder about final 'night of the state convention.
the nominations, called attention to the lt also f,as been customary for the
fact that fhese awards are a method by nominating firm to makJ certain
which the architects and lhe contraclori the awari winners are presenl for
can publicly make known fheir respect the dlnner.
for the skill of their better employes. Following the banquet, the awa.d

Nomlnations may be made by winners and their sponsors will be photo-
any member or tontractor uni graphed and copies of the picture
should be senl to paul Skiles, presenfed to each winner.
Secretary, A.l.A. 506 Shops Build- Tre lo-wa Chaoter A.l.A. presented
ing, Des Moines. Nomination letters the crallsmanship awards to eleven
shcutd include this information men, representing nine crafts, os porl
about the craftsman norninated: of its 1957 convenlion program.
Name, address, craft in which +he

man works, your reason for presenting
him in nominafion, the names of ,"u"rui
olher persons who are familiar wifh his
outstanding skill, and the name of ihe
contractor by whom he is principally
emproyeo.

Lyon called attention of architects
and builders fhat the ouroose of +he
awards is to recognize the men who are
actively and actually in the laboring
field. He recalled that in past years i-f
has been necessary to pass over the
names of nominees who, althouqh thev
may have been very skilled *Jr" no*
employed entirely in supervisory ca-
Pacrttes,

ln other rulings the Awards commit-
tee has had to pass over names because
the individual 'proposed, 

although ap-
pearing fo have been a wonderfullv
willing worker, was not employed in a
manner in which he was required to
display skill in a craft.

The Craftsmanship Awa
widely noted throughout
have grown in value to
during the years.

TWO NEW FIRM NAMES
Changes in the names of firms af

Mason City and Des Moines have been
announced, and the lowa Architect is

pleased to report the changes.
"Karl M. Waggoner, who has con-

tinued to operale the {irm of Hansen &
Waggoner, Archifecls, since the death
of Harry P. Hansen, and Thomas M.
Waggoner, his son, announce the forma-
tion of d new partnership "Waggoner
and Waggoner, Architects." The firm
offices at I 5 South Federal Avenue,
Mason City.

Jame Dougher dnnounces "Dougher-
Freverf-Ramsey, Architects and Engi-
neers, ds fhe new name in Des Moines
with offices at 302 Garvey Building.
Dougher has been in practice since
1923. W. David Frevert ioined the firm
ten years ago, and W. Robert Ramsey,
a registered professional engineer,
ioined the {irm two yedrs ago. Dougher
is a graduate of Cornell University,
Frevert of lowa State College, and
Ramsey of Kansas State College.

rds
the

rh

have been
state and
e chapter
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MELLOWED

DIGNITY WITH

CORAL TAN

INTERIOR

cotoNIAts

The striking, soft warmth and color o{ lhe Coral Tan Colonial Brick in

lhese exposed masonry walls lends a soft dignity and warm-toned, richness

and quielness lo lhis house of worship. The harmonious blend of mellow

tan brick used in the First Presbyterian Church at Mason City, lowa is a

product of Mason City Brick and Tile Company. The architecls were

Hanson & Waggoner.

Write any of lhese companies {or color reproduclions of Coral Tan

Colonial Brick or of lhe many other types o{ beautiful brick and tile which

they produce, including back-up tile, partition tile, face tile and acouslile.

FIYE IOWA COMPANIES TO SETYE YOU
DES MOINES CLAY COMPANY

MASON CIW BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
OTTUMWA BRICK AND TILE COMPANY

OSKALOOSA CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY
REDFIELD BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
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Fellow Architects

At this season of the year, I should like to take this
means of publicly extending my very best wishes to you
for a happy holiday season, and for a prosperous and
successful year in I 958.

The year which we now are ending has been a memor-
able one for Archifecture, and we took moments from our
busy days to recognize fhe lOOth year of the A.l.A.

Our Chapter has had some success this year in proiects,
and I am certain that we shall have an outstanding con-
vention during January. lshould like to urge each of you
to be present if possible, for it will be an enioyable and
informative occasion.

I shall expect to see you all January 23 and 24 at the
Hotel Savery in Des Moines.

Sincerely,

James A. Walsh,

President
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CONCRETE AAASONRY
HAS HETPED TO KEEP

BUILDING COSTS DOWN

PRICE TRENDS or BUILDIN6 MATERIALS
r0YR.- 1946 T0 1956 at" 0F pRtCE |NCREASE
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$ I ,000 To ISC Fund
By Home Builders

The Home Builders Association of Des
Moines has made a donation of $ I ,000
to the lowa Slaie College Alumni
Achievement Fund to be used for de-
velopment of the home building indus-
try in lowa, according to Ralph Canine,
association president.

The fund will be administered by John
Granson, director of the Alumni
Achievement Fund, for programs car-
ried out by Prof. Leonard Wolf, head o{
the departmenl o{ architecture and
archilectural engineering, and by mem-
bers and students of his department.

Professor Wolf said the exact disposi-
tion of the fund has not been decided
upon, but will be for the use of the
department of archifecture lo make
studies of ways to improve homes in
lowa.

He said the sludies would be along
two main lines-how to change in order
to improve design of lowa homes, and
how to change fo improve the con-
struction of lowa homes.

Other possible prolects, Professor
Wolf said, would be to develop a ccm-
prehensive library for the home building
industry at lowa State College or to
conduct a home builders conference at
the college.

Builders James R. Leveretf and L. J.
Rothfus, members of the Home Builders
Association's executive committee, are
working with Professor Wolf on the
exact use of the $ 1,000 fund.

food for life
Methuselah ale what he found on his plate
And never, as people do now,
Did he note the amount o{ the calorie count;
He ate it because it was chow.

He wasn't disturbed as at dinner he saf,
Devouring a roast or a pie,
To think it was lacking in granulor {at
Or a couple of vilomins shy.

He cheer{ully chewed each species o{ food,
Unmindful of lroubles or fears
Lest his healih might be hurt
By some fancy desserf.
And he lived over nine hundred yearc!.

G. !. Griffith Aftends
Woshinglon Meeting

Gerald l. Griffi+h, lmmediate Past
Presidenf of the lowa Chapter A.l.A.
represented Region 6 in Washington,
D. C., December 13, at a meeiing of the
National Joint Cooperative Committee
o{ ihe A.l.A. and the Associated Gen-
eral Contractors.

The meeting was called by Weldon
A. Snow of +he A.G.C. and held at the
Sta+ler Hotel. The agenda for the
meeting indicated if would be of great
inleresl to the entire field, Griffith re-
ported.

Others from this section of the nation
to atlend were L. C. Halverson of the
Madsen Construction Co., Minneapolis,
Robert W. Long of the Long Consiruc-
lion Co., Kansas City, and Carl W. Ol-
son of the Olson Conslruclion Co.,
Lincoln, Neb.

Griffilh had been selected as ihe
Regional Representative at the October
Regional session in Oklahoma.

Extend Reynolds Entry
The American lnslitute of Architects

announce that, because of worldwide
interest, exlra time would be given to
make nominations for the 1958 R. S.
Reynolds Memorial Award-the $25 000
hono.ary payment to the architect mak-
ing the "most significant contribution lo
the use of aluminum" in the building
{ield.

Established a year ago by the Rey-
nolds Metals Company in memory of its
founder, R. S. Reynolds, Sr., the dnnual
Award is administered by fhe A.l.A.

The first R. S. Reynolds Memorial
Award atlracted 85 nominations from
I9 countries in 1957.

The A.l.A. will accept nominations
until January 15, 1958, in order to give
archilectural societies overseas extra
time to name their nominees. This will
also allow A.l.A. Chapters more lime to
designate candidates.
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WELCOME NEW ADYERTISERS
The lowa Architect is proud to announce this month addition of several new

names to those which appear as advertisers in the pages of ihis, the official
publication of the lowa Chapter of the American lnstitute of Architects.

B. J. Lutz Co. with offices in Des Moines and Kansas Ci+y has taken the two
cenler pages.

Sheffield Brick and Tile is a newcomer with a one-half oaqe ad.
Vinyl Plastics, lnc., is an addition in the floor covering iield.
Central Engineering Co. was a newcomer in the previoriirrr".
The {ollowing firms are advertising this monlh in "The lowa Architect."

Adel Clav Products Co.
Central Engineering & lnvestment Co.
lowa Concrete Block & Material Co.
lowa Concrete Masonrv Association
lowa Paint Manufacturin'g Co.
B. J. Lutz Co.
Midwest Concrete lndustries
Midwest Placing Co.
W. E. Neal Slate Co.
Prescolite Manufacturing Corp.
Sioux City Mosaic Co.
Sheffield Brick and Tile Co.
Ralph N. Smith, lnc.
Structural Clay Products Institute
Vinyl Plastics,'lnc.
Waterite Co.

THE COMMON LAW OF BUSINESS BATANCE
'l!-! it unutse !, pra too mu,ch, but it's uorse to pay too littte.
Wlten Aou pqA too much, Aou lose a litile nloneA-thai li alt. When
Aou paA too li,ttle,.Eou sometim,es lose euerything, becau^se the thing
you bo,ugltt tuas incaTtable of doing the tiing it'was bougit to d,6.

"The cortmon lau of. business balance prohibits paaing a li,tile and
qet.tins a lot-it can't be .rtone^. If.you'ctear irin'tii iF,rinii'uiaiii-,it is uell to udd sometlting f or thi risk you run. AntI if aoi ao
that, you will haue enough to pay for someth,ing better.,"
(The above was written many years ago by John Ruekin, the gret Englieh poet, but thethought is just as important today)

Y_ou can keep coste of your buildings down by using more ConcreteIllasonry- and you ean help us to keip our prices aoi" Uv giving uimore volume.

towA
CONCRETE
BLOCK G
MATERIAL
COMPANY

c0rcr.t! Block3 . Hrrdltr 8l0ck3 . lrlclc . ch.[.
nel Roof Slabs . Concrete Joist . owens-lllinois
Ghss Blocks . Larn0n Stole . Sanynetal Toil0t
C0mpartne[ts . Ctampion MaSonry Sawl and

Blades . Chicago Fire Brirk . Masonry Materials

Aluminum ard Steel Windows . Arketex Glared Tilc
Metal Stecielties . Concr8te Cor[ Crils ard Silos

820 S.lY. 
'th 

st ?H.AT 8.575t DES MOTNES 9, |OWA
"Iour Prcblemr l(ccp Us ln tsslnctr.,
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lowa Firm Furnishes Tile for Structure

Which Survives Atom Test Blast Force

An lowa firm provided building iile
for a test series in the Nevada Desert
this summer in which a full slze, rein-
forced brick structure successfully with-
stood the effecfs of an atomic blast.

The packaged +ile were shipped by
rail to Las Vegas and a contractor there
built the test sections as designed by
the Structural Clay Products Research
Foundation. The tile were furnished by
the Mason City Brick and Tile Co.

The text of the Federal Civil Defense
Administration announcement about the
test results said:

"The Struclural Clay Products Re-

search Foundation had five structures
under test to evaluate new reinforced
brick and tile wall designs, and to study
wall arching resistance to atomic blast
pressures.

'A full size brick structure, 32 by 28

feet, which could serve as a school
classroom survived alomic blast forces
wilh no aoparent damaqe inside or out.
No cracks were noted in the walls, roof
or at any ioints. Large enough for a

tvpical class of 3O pupils, ihe buildinq
could have provided a high degree of
blast protection.

"The structure had l0 inch thick rein-
forced brick walls, a reinforced concrete
{lat roof, and was windowless. The lack
of windows is an important part of pro-
iecting building occupants from missiles
flying through or from window openings'

"There were no cross walls within the
slructure. The 32 foof wall length was

oriented toward ground zero and was
designed and located for a predicted
load of about 1,500 pounds per square
foot. The other three walls and roof were
designed for testing at pressures of
about 750 pounds per square foot. De-
flection gauges revealed'that the front
wall de{lected about t/o inch, and the
center of the roof l/, inch. However all

deflections were elasiic and iheir ap-
peared to be no permanent deflections.

"Of interest also is lhe fact that this
tvoe of reinforced brick structure is

d'esiqned to resist ihe destructive forces
of powerful tornadoes or earthquakes.

"Two roof structures of reinforced
clay tile beams were not visibly dam-
aged.

"Two wall test structures for three
brick and tile walls each were success-
full in developing wall arching resistance
to blast prurrrrS. ln each stiucture the
iwo highest strength walls withstood the
blast. The lowest-strength wall in each
structure, designed to iust fail at the
design overpressure, cracked as ple-
dicted and as desired to aid in the
establishmeni of economical and sound
safety {actors {or future engineering
design purposes.

"These building designs were de-
veloped and the tests were sponsored
bv the Structural Clav Products Re-

search Foundation in cooperation with
the Federal Civil Defense Administra-
tion.''

MAKE

YOUR R,ESERYATIONS

NOW
o+

HOTEL SAVERY

for
A.I.A. CONVENTION

JANT'ARY 23.25
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