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Des Moines Architect's Council Takes Action

-{o Uolunteer Services For G ity's Re-Development
. series of meetings among Des Moines architects has resulted in the re-estab-

lishment of the Des Moines Architect's Council with the avowed purpose of volun-
teering such services as it can to the program ior re-developinj the city of Des
Moines.

The renewed activity on the parf of the council coincides with the appointm,ent
o{ a new City Plannerfor the citv of Des Mones, and the new planner is R. D.
Fernbach, who is a member of the Michigan Chapter of the American lnstitute of
Architects.

The Council was re-organized after the council to the Central Business Dis-
the architects had heard a presenfation lrict Bureau of the Des Moines Chamber
on the need for a coherent urban and of Commerce for the purpose of giving
redevelopmenl plon for lhe city. This such services as possible to the Cham-
was presented by Charles Cownie, Des ber and to the newly appoinled Des
Moines businessman who has been par- lrzloines City Planner.
ticipating in a program aimed at inter- A.l.A. Chapter officials have ex-
esting more persons in the need for pressed approval of the program os a
civic redevelopment. means by which architecls are demon-

The Council elected an Executive straling their public interest by provid-
Committee composed of Stan Ver ing a service to fhe public.
Ploeg, Bill Wagner, Granf Voorhees, Fernbach, in commenting to the lowa
Clyde Lighter, and Jim Lynch. John Architect on the services being per-
Brooks was also to participate. Rich formed by the architects, said:
Goewy was named secretary of the "The most heariening thing is that

-g{oup. these people have come together under
The Executive Committee of the their own steam to work on this prob-

council was lo volunleer the services of lem."
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EXPOSED AGGREGATE

WALI PAI{ELS !
for ENDURANCE & LONG LIFE

I. LASTS CENTURIES - NOT YEARS

2. FEWER JOINTS
3. FIRE & WIND PROOF

4. SELF CLEANING _ WATER
RESISTANT

5. EARTHQUAKE & BLAST RESISTANT

for DESIGN FREEDOM
I. COLOR _ UNLIMITED SPECTRUM

2. TEXTURE

3. slzE
4. SHAPE

for EASE OF HANDLING &
ERECTION

for ECONOMY

Midwest Goncrete lndustries
Des Moines, lowa

1900 Delaware AM 2-4690

Swimming Pool Equipment

For Inf ormation
Write or Call

O Yocuum ond Pressure Diofomife
Filfers

O Zeolite Soffeners

O Cftemicol Feeders

WATERITE C(l.
OMAHA. NEBR.

Phone Pleasant 5582



Preservationists, Students Hear 0hicago's Earl Reed

Earl Reed, a dynamic and interesting personality who is imbued wrth a desire
that the historical architectural works of the past be preserved for study and as
a part of our cultural heritage, talked twice September 27.

Reed is Chairrnan of the American lnstitute of Architecture Committee for
the Preservation of Historical Buildings.

He spoke at a luncheon meeling be-
fore the lowa Sociefy for The Preserva-
lion of Historical Landmarks and pre-
sented a paper entitled: "Midwest
Pioneer Architecture." This paper in
n-( traced the hislorical development

vchitecfural types along the Missis-
., ,,r River and into lowa, calling atten-
iion particularly to some of the land-
marks which remain as symbols of
particular periods of history. He said
that central lowa abounds in slyles that
are earning respecf as historical pieces
and he pleaded for the preservation of
the outslanding examples.

He also menlioned the noted ex-
amples in lowa which already have been
called to the attention o{ the A.l.A.
committee and he urged thaf more
be done foward recording examples
of early architecture with the A.l.A.

He had compliments for William
Wagner, the lowa Chapter chairman
for preservation of historical buildings,
but he said the whole iob is much too
large to be done by one man, and
he urged thaf the Landmark Society ioin
the archiiects in recording the exislence
of worthwhile aged buildings.

Among buildings which he said have

-e.[eady been recorded were the
'buque Jail, Old Capitol at lowa

urty, the Amana colonies, the Keokuk

the station, Terrace Hill in Des Moines.
He noted the Redhead home which
wds recently dismantled, some other
homes, and St. Matthews Chapel at
Muscatine. He called atlention also io
the reconstruction al West Branch of
the blacksmith shop as part of ihe
Hoover Birthplace memorial.

He told the sludents at Ames fhat:
"Because we are interested in present

day architecture is no reason that we
should abandon our interest in pasf
a rch itecture. "

And, philosophically, he observed:
"We can only be sure of change in

this business: we cannot be sure of im-
provement."

The Hislorical Landmark Society
agreed on a need for a membership
drive and outlined plans for a meeting
in lrzlay at the Hoover Birthplace at
West Branch. Date for the meeting was
fo be selecled later.

Officers chosen for the 1957-58 year
were:

Charles B. Chappell, Presidenl, of
Keokuk.

Mrs. Othe B. Wearin, Vice-President,
of Hastings.

Mrs. Ronald B. Engelbeck, Secrelary,
of Des Moines.

William Wagner, Des Moines, was re-
elected Treasurer.
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PLAN TO ATTEND

lowa AIA Convention
January 23,24 and 25

Hotel Savery, Des Moines

MAKE YOUR
RESERVATIONS EAR,LY

CONSTDER CRAFTSMANSHIP
FOR ANNUAL AWARDS

AIA Chapter Members and lowa's
contractors are again to be asked to
nominate candidotes for the annual
"Craftsmanship" awards which will be
presented at the AIA 1958 Convention
Banquet at Des Moines January 24.

The call for award nominations will
go out soon and V.-P. Wayne Lyon,
chairman of the Chapter Awards Com-
mittee, said the considerations will be
made at the latest possible time be-
fore the Convention in order to assure
that full thought be given to each per-
son proposed for the award.

The Craftsmonship awards are among
the most successful of the programs
undertaken by the lowa Chapter and
provide the architects with an oppor-
tunily to publicly commend the men
whose work is of an outstandingly high
q ua lity.

AIA lnviled To lowo
School Boqrds' Meetinos
All AIA members are invited to attu
the sessions of +he lowa Association o{
School Boards which will hold its 1957
Convention af Veterans Memorial Audi-
lorium, Des Moines, November 2l and
22.

Doug Robison of Davenport will rep-
resent architecture on a panel Thursday
afternoon, November 2l , lor a discus-
sion of Building for lowa's Children."
This panel will be in Room C, and Dr.
S. J. Knezevich of fhe University of
lowa, will be moderator.

The lowa Chapter has purchased a

display booth space for the Conven-
tion, but details of the display were
not complete as this issue of the lowa
Architect wenf to press.

,l 50 years of service
to Iowa Schools

{ ehalkboard
specialists \-

natural slate--
tomorrowrs best
chalkboard

Armstrong cork
taekboard

Gotham trScreu-Titerl
(economy) and
il Snap-Titerr ( 1st
quality) aluminum
trim

Gotham ehalkboards

{

{

v

{
{ the only complete

ehalkboard. line in
the industry

W. E. NEAL SLATE C(IMPANY
I l2l Dartmoulh Ave., S.E.

Minneapolis 14, Minn. FE
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Designed

By

OWA ARCHITECTS

This is the designer's presentation of the new front
of the Davenport Times Democrat building which makes
use of colored anodized aluminum and glass to create a

striking patfern.

Parish and Richardson, Davenport
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THIS I BELIEVE
By

E. H. WETHERELL

It is becoming more important that we comb over our specifications.

Misplace one word, or let a typographical error slip past, and fhe whole

thing can become ambiguous or the meaning be changed. Or yester-
day's practice can become archaic today. The contractor has only

the plans and the specifications to guide him, and cannot read our

minds. And he can make a mistake which will cost him or cost the
owner. Neither of which we want.

It seems as though this year the ratio of iobs to suppliers, of market to
product is becoming smaller. Perhaps it's a trend, perhaps it's only

temporary, but competition is sharpening, and after all, the specifica-
tion is the final word. Projects which a year or so ago aroused o-"
Iocal interest now seem to be crossing state lines and reaching far-
afield. And we are dealing more and more with those who aon + ln w
"our usual practice," and consequently may be less forgiving.

We should study and restudy. Then give the best of our knowledge,

the best of our experience, the best of our iudgment and the best of
our English. Then read and reread. This I believe to be the price of a
competent specification, upon which the architect can depend, one

which gives definite instruction to the contractor, and one which gives

the owner the thing which he desires and to which he is entitled.

RECOGNIZE
THE ADVERTISERS

The following firms this month are
advertising in "The lowa Archi-
tect":

Adel Clay Products Co.
Central Engineering Co.
lowa Concrete Block Co.
lowa Concrete Masonry Association

lowa Paint Manufacturing Co.
Midwest Concrete lndustries
Midwest Placing Company
W. E. Neal Slate Co.
Prescolite
Sioux City Mosaic Co., lnc.
R. N. Smith Company
Structural Clay Products lnstitute
Waterite Company
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RrAL-ToltE

STAIl{S

(}FFER r I t

' Blonde
'Silver Gray

'Maple
'Butternut

' Driftwood
'Ash

:--

' Ligh+ Oak
' Dark Oak

'Walnut
' Mahogany

Walerloo
Omaha

Des Moines
Davenport

Permqnent
Pigment Colors

Populor
Tones

Conlrolled
Penetrqtion

Alkyd-Resin
Bose

AII{I IIIA}IUTACIURING CO.,



New lnstructors Bring
Bockgrounds

Two new instructors in architecture at
lowa State College bring backgrounds
from Poland and the U. S.

Karol Kocimski and Thomas Killian are
the new men and both have histories of
instruciion and practice.

Kocimski, Polish born and educated,
was graduated Lwow Teck University in
1930 and practiced in Lwow and War-
saw from 1933 to 1939 when he became
a member of the Polish armed forces.
Captured by the Russians, he was a

prisoner of war for two years before
being released lo Brilain under an
agreemenl reached between Churchill
and Stalin. He then served in the
British airforce until the end of the
conflict, but maintained his interest in
architeclure during the entire period.

ln 1944 he was vice president of the
Polish Architectural Association in Lon-
don. His practice history includes a

period with H. B. Brown, Ltd., London,
a Taliesin Fellowship in 1947, two years
with B. H. Barrett & Co. London, three
years with fhe town planning and hous-
ing division of the London county coun-
cil, two yedrs with Perkins & Will
Chicago during which time he was a

member of a team which designed a

$20,000,000 shopping center (The May-
fair) al Milwaukee. Hd was professor of
advanced design at fhe University of
lllinois in 1956-57.

Killian was an instruclion at Washing-
ton University, St. Louis, in 1954 and
after duty in the armed services was
wilh Harris-Armstrong at St. Louis. He
will inslruct freshma n shades, shadows
and perspeclive.

Vqried
to ISC

lSC Students Win
$ 1,000 Contest Award

Eugene A. Jahnke of Charles City
and Keith E. Wilson of Monroe, Wis.,
shared in a $ 1,000 award for a pro-
posed design which was entered in a

contest sponsored by the Lincoln Arc
Welding Foundation.

Because of the win by the ISC stu-
denls in architecture, the Lincoln Foun-
dation has established two $250 scholar-
ships to be awarded without regard of
financial need, but lo be based upon
scholastic attainment, imagination, in-
genuity and ability. Choice is lo be
made by fhe faculfy for the $250
awards.

The lwo winners were graduated with
the class of 1957.

A young school teacher said. to her'
best student, aged seaen, "Tommy, if I
lay one egg o1x the table and two on th,e
chair, hou many will I haue altogether?"

"Personally," answered Tommy, "I
don't thittk Aou can do it,"

FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE TO ARCHITECTS

The lnslitufe of lnternational Educa-
tion, which is the preliminary selection
agency for Fulbrighf Scholarships, is

again hoping lo receive applications
from qualified students of architecture
to siudy in other countries.

These counlries have facilities for the
study of architecture: Ausfralia, Aus-
tria, Chile, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, ltaly Japan, the Nether-
lands, Norway, and the United King-
dom. There are opportunities for town
and country planning in Australia and
Chile. Candidafes for Japan must know
the language.

More specific information about lhe
program cdn be obtained from the
lnstitute of lnlernational Education a+

I East 57th Streel at Fifth Avenua-
New York 2l, N. Y.
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Loveless Names Amos Emery To Examiner's Board

- 
lowa Governor Herschel Loveless has announced fhe appointment of Amos

.mery, widely known Des Nzloines architect, to succeed W. L. Perkins of Chariton.
The appointment is for the remainder of Perkins'term which will expire June 30
of 1961.

Other members of the Board are J. Woolson Brooks, Des Moines, Gerald l.
Griffith, Des Moines, Oswald Thorson, Waierloo, and William Parish, Davenport.

The board met during October and
established an office in the lowa State-
house with Mrs. Susan K. Weresh as
executive secretary. The board also
chose Amos Emery as its secretary and
refained J. W. Brooks as Presidenl and
William Parish as Vice-President.

Wrilien and oral examinations each
were given to about ten candidates
during October and two senior examina-
lions were given. Names of the success-
ful candidates are expected fo be avail-
able for prinling in the nexf issue of
the lowa Architect.

Miss Pelled Was Here
One of those Gremlins of the most

insidious habi+s is Miss Pelled who ap-
peared in a disguise in the July-August
issue of the lowa Architect. She ap-
peared in the form of an incorrecf first
name-very cleverly placing the name
Paul in place of the name Karl each
time fhe lowa Archilecl attempted to
identify Karl Waggoner of Mason City,
who has completed l2 years of service
as a member of lhe Board of Architec-
tural Examiners.

' G L I D O R. A M A SlidinE lnsulating Windows
At last a Sliding Window which we are proud to sell. You will be proud to
specify and the customer will be proud to own.

l. Double Glazed (nof Thermopane)-no storm sash

2. Glides on needle-bearings-never sticks.

3. Completely weather-stripped-no drafts, dust or rain
4. Heavier gauge frame-gives strength and rigidity

5. Glass sections removable-easy to clean
6. Yet low in firsf cost with no upkeep

Look Up ln Sweets Or Write Us For Catalog & Prices

You can keep costs of your buildings down by using more Concrete
Masonry and you can help us to keep our prices down by giving us
more volume-

towA
CONCRETE
BLOCK E
MATERTAL
COMPANY
820 S.W. ?rh Sr. PH.AT 8.5r5t DES MOTNES 9. IOWA

"Iclr Prollerns l(eep Us la lusincss"

Concrete Blocts . [aydite Elocks . Btictt . Chen.

rel R00f Slabs . Concrete J0ist . owens-lllinois

Glass Blocks . Lanno[ Stone . Sanymetal T0iht
comDartments . Cfianni0n Masonry Sawl and

Blades . CiicrSo Fire Brick ' Masonry Malerials

Aluminum ald Steel lllindows . Atketex Glazed lill
Metal slecialties . Conrrete Corr Crils and Silos
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IOWA CONCRETE MA
PLANTS IN OUR STATE

CITY

o SIBLEY @ ESTHERVILLE
o MILFORD
o 5PENCER O CLEAR LAKE

OIOWA FALLS OWATERLOO

OLAKE VIEW

WEST DES MOINESOEDES MOINES

oCRESTON 
OTTUMWAo

DUBUQU

AME5o oMARSHALLTSWN oCEDAR RAPIDS

CLINTO

BETTENDORT
DAVEN

BURLINGTO

Every member of our Association is pledged to produce

and supply concrete masonry units fully complying

with current specifications of the American Society

of Testing Materials and Federal Specifications.

ouR Morro - QUALITY AND SERVICE

IOWA
P. O. Box 156

10-

CONCRETE 4,1 T


