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Strong Foundation Underway for A.l.A. Convention

boards for the January 24-25-26 meeting of the lowa chapter of A.l.A. at the
Hotel Savery in Des Moines.

General chairman Robert Savage said the convenlion will open Thursday af-
ternoon, which is an innovation, with a visif to the factory of the lowa Paint Manu,
facturing Co., followed by a buffet dinner. A business meeting is planned for
Thursday evening.

Mitchell Model Co., a firm which
specializes in the preparation of archi-
teclural presenfalions, will conduct a
session Friday morning at which archi-
tects will see a "how io do it," and "how
it can be done" demonstration in the
use of models and 35 mm. color slides.

Another feature already on fhe pro-
gram is a skif +o be presenled by the
Student Chapter of A.l.A. from lowa
State College.

Highlighting the annual luncheon at
noon Friday will be Roger Allen of
Grand Rapids, Michigan, who is nation-
ally known as a writer and speaker, His

-tertaining 
and philosophic disserta-

ts have been widely read, and he
. -n much {avorable comment when he

was the principal speaker at an A.l.A.
banquef aboul l0 years dgo.

The qualities and training thal archi-
lects expect in newly graduated stu-
dents, and how the schools should go
about providing the necessary trainin-q,
will be sub[ects for a panel 

'discussion

Friday aft-ernoon in which the profes-
sional staff from lowa S+ate Colleoe
will take an acfive part. This panel is in
outgrowth of a discussion which took
place when the accrediting committee
visited lowa State College.

Saturciay sessions wiil be devoted to
bus,ress meetings o{ the lowa Chapter.

Plans- are. ouflined, but yet incom-
plete, for the Banguet Friday evening

(Coutinued on page 6)
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We wish all

lowa Chapter Members
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ITAPPY NEW YEAR
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- lowc Chopter Shows School Designs to Boords

James Lynch, center, and Paul Moore, righl, discuss the services an archi-
fect performs wilh a visitor from Northern lowa during the two-day meeting of

at[e lowa Association of School Boards annual convention in Des Moines Novem-
ber l4 and l5 al Memorial Auditorium.

The display booth background was composed of prints and renderings of
school proiects which have been designed by members of the lowa Chapter. ln
addition to explanalion and discussion ot the display, the inleresled visitors were
provided with a list of all members of the lowa Chapter.

The Public Relations Committee, which handled the crealion of the booth,
extended special apprecialion to the Holley School Supply Co., Des Moines,
which provided a desk and chair; Weston Lighting Co., Des Moines, which pro-
vided lamps, and the Piggott Supply Co., Des Moines, which also supplied chairs.

Members who helped man the booth during the two days included: Harold
Bullington, Allen Salisbury, Bob Savage, Bill Wagner, Rich Goewey, Paul Moore,
and Jim Lynch.

Architects contributing prints and renderings for the display included: Weth-
erill & Harrison, Karl Kef{er Associates, N. Cli{ford Prall, Brooks-Borg, Savage &
Ver Ploeg; Smith-Voorhees-Jensen, Silletto & Associates, all of Des Moines,-and
James Vy'alsh, of Spencer.

Refurns To ISC
Carl Vise has returned to lowa State

College as a member of the faculty o{
the Department of Architecture and
Architectural Engineering. His return to

-,lSC 
is from privafe practice in St. Louis.

\ssouri, where he went {ollowing a

riod as a member o{ the faculty o{
the University of Minnesota at Minne-

apolis. Before ioining the Minnesota
faculty, Vise had been a member of the
ISC archilectural instruction staff.

NEW FIRM ESTABLISHED
Harold F. Bianco and Roberf B. Berg-

land of Mason City have establishel
the,r own firm under the name of Bianco
anC Bergland and have the best wishes
of the association in lheir venture.
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Coll For Condidqtes For Crqftsmonship Awqrd
John Brooks, Chairman of the Awards

Commiffee of lowa Chapter A.l.A., has
issued a call for nominations for Crafts-
manship Awards which will be made to
oulstanding building craftsmen of +he
state at lhe lowa Chapter's annual ban-
quet January 25.

ln issuing fhe call, Brooks reminded
Archifects and Contractors that these
awards are a method by which the archi-
lect can call attention to the men who
do the highesi quality of work. He also
noted that too few of the nominations
received in past years have been made
by chapter members.

Nominalions may be made by any
architecl or contractor and should be
senl to Paul Skiles, Secrefary, lowa
Chapter A.l.A., 506 Shops Building, Des
Moines. Nominafion letters should in-

clude this information about the nomi-.
nee: L

Name, address, craft in which thd
nominee works, your reason for making
the nomination, the names of sever^a-l
other persons who are familiar wiih his
skill, and the name of the principal con-
tractor which he works.

Brooks, o{ Brooks-Borg, 815 Hubbell
Building, Des Moines, said the nomina-
fions musl be received no later than De-
cember 26 in order lo provide sufficient
fime {or iudging by the awards commit-
tee.

The Craftsmanship awards have been
one of the chapler's most successful
programs, having won wide acknowl-
edgement among the contractors of fhe
sfale, and having served to focus at-
tenlion on quality workmanship.

Thin Shell Seminar Reaches Architects, Engineers, Contractors
Some 50 central lowa architecfs, con-

tractors and engineers completed ihe
six-session course on basic design of thin
shell concreie structures at Roosevelt
high school, Des Moines, by the Portland
Cemenl Association.

Of the 55 who aftended the first
session, at which Milo Kelchum of
Ketchum & Konkel, Denver, was the
speaker, 75 percent attended the re-
maining five sessions.

Some of those aiiending found them-
selves working the kind of mathemalics
lhey hadn't seen for years as the in-
sfruclors presented sample problems.
Problems were primarily aimed at
feaching those present how to work
wilh available "eference dafa on the
thin shell structures.

Characteristics of the thin shell con-
crefe slruclure were compared with the
characteristics of ihe familiar types of
concrete struclure with particular em-
phasis on the fypes of proiect for which
thin shell has already been found fo be
satisfactory, and upon the problems
which can be solved by thin shell fech-
niq ues.

{
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50 years of service
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Gotham chalkboards
the only complete
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THIS I BELIEVE
By Harold W. Himes

Associate Professor of Architecture, lowa State College

The efforts of the Architect, as they are direcied toward the crealion of
shelter for ihe many ond voried activities of man, create a portion of the physical
environment of man. ln many cases, the people using or viewing lhis shelter were
non-participants in the decisions concerning it. Thus the Architect and the feacher
musl assume the obligations, toward meir, thai all his efforts will be for the better-
menf of man and enrichment of his physical environment. This also is his challenge.

How well he fulfills this obligation ond meets this challenge is a measure of
his integrity and his ability. He must know more than iust lhe technical and me-
chanical requirements and he must have a vision greater than that o{ his immedi-
ate proiect.

We are involved in a period o{ rapidly changing technologies. Materials and
methods of construcfion have changed radically. Thus we musl have a different
expression in our buildings than those of earlier times.

But the basic re{erence point of all architecture mus} be man. lt must satisfy
his need for shelter and, equally important, enhance his daily experience through
fhe sensory perceptions. Architecture musi have d meaning and purpose for man

\haf is rich, satisfying and stimulaiing.

The Architecl must be aware of the fact thai al+hough fhe things men do
and things men use have changed, that althouqh fhe lempo o{ life has indeed be-
come ief-propelled, man himself has not changed in his primary requiremenls for
the complete fulfillment of his life. The Architect, as he meeis his challenge and
his obligotion, must be more concerned with this than with the superficial trappings
of an uncertain age.

Accrediting Committee
lnspects lowa State:

Dines With A.l.A. Men
Architects from Central lowa and ihe

A.l.A. Executive Committee heard lhree
nationally known architects describe the
intricacies of accrediting architectural
educalion inslitutions at a dinner meei-
ing in Des Moines in November.

The three architecfs were Perry Jo-
hanson of Seattle, Wash., Robert Cerny
of Minneapolis, Minn., and Norman
Schlossman of Chicago, who were in
lowa representing the National Archi-

lclural Accrediling Board, for the per-
\ical examination of the lowa Slate

'ollege archilecture departmenf.

During the infcrmal discussions of ihe
evening, the three accrediting examiners
told of the duties and activilies of the
accrediling commiltee ard described
the methods and standards used in

iudging a school. They also described
the general requiremenls for archilec-
lural schools and told how facls about
each school are accumulated for iudg-
ing.

All presenl ioined in a general dis-
cussion of architeclural education.

The committee members said fhat
announcernent of the accreditation of
schools is made in reporls published
from the board's national headquarfers.
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Woodrow Wilson School Addition
Newton Communily School District
Newton, lowa

Karl Kelfer Associales
Architects & Engineers
Des Moines, lowa

The Weitr ComPanY, lnc.,
General Contractor

3:r';l;1:,X".dch 
re56

Fourfh in a continuing series of pictures illustrating work o{ members of the
lowa Chapter of A.l.A., 

"this 
shows entrance detail Lnd the use of broad ex-

panses of windows for interior illumination.

All chapter members are invited to contribute examples of their work fo

this series. Pictures are from the member's own file. Send your pictures to James

Lynch, Editor, the lowa Architect.

Strong Foundqtion...
(Continued from page 1)

and the commitiee expecls 1o have an
outstanding architectural delineator as

lhe principal speaker. A receplion will

orecede the banquet, and after ihe
dinner there will 'be dancing to fhe
music of Speck Redd's orchesira. Spe''
will be playing his third consecut
dance program"{or the lowa A.l.A. \-

,
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Let All Men

Heor,
trom every corner

ol the sfofe,

BEST WISHES

for o

MERRY CHRISTMAS

and o

PROSPEROUS

NEW YEAR

Proclairned by the

20 Members of the

I(ITVA G(INCRETE MASIINRY ASS(ICIATI(II'I
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820 S.W. gth St. Des Moines, Iowa



Walsh 0utlines Tentative Plans for lnvestment Seminar

Tentative plans are being formulaied
for a week-end seminar at the State
University of lowa for discussion of
buildinq desiqn, construction and main-
fenancJ costs-as they are related to at-
tracting building investments.

James Walsh, Spencer, First Vice-
Presidenl of the lowa Chapter A.l.A.
hos been working on the prolect with
Dean S. G. Winters of the College of
Commerce at S.U.l. and is interested in
learning how m6ny lowa architecls
would be interesied in altending such

a seminar. lt would be held in April or
May of 1957.

Plans for the program are only ten-
tative and Walsh is interested in receiv-
ing suggestions for sublects io be in-
cluded, or other program improvemenfs.

Subiects teniatively listed include:
Building Design; Financing; Taxation.
Plans call for the presentalions to be
keved so as to appeal to architects,
col+rac+ors, bankers aftorneys, and

19t9uSu. lenders who have interesl in1-
building investments.

Some of the questions which are ex-
pecied to be ansrvered on the subiects
are these: "What do the building in-
vestors want? What are they looking
lor? How can it be supplied? How
does the cost of operafion and main-
lenance offect the investment in rela-
tion lo insurance, and to taxes?"

Architects and others who might be
interested in attending the seminar, or
who have suggestions, should contaci
James Walsh at Spencer.

Regents Set Visits
To Educational Campi

Members of the Executive and Legis-
iative Commiltees of lhe lowa Chapfer
of A.l.A. have been invited by the
State Board of Regents to visit all of
the institutions under control of the
Board.

Charles Silletto, of Smith-Voohees-
Jensen-Silletio & Associates, chairmarr
of the legislative committee reporied-
thai his visits lo the Braille and Sight
Saving School ot Vinton, and +o the
School for the Deaf at Council Bluffs
were mosi revealiirg in disclosing lhe
exceplional accomplishments at those
schools.

He also expressed his belief in the
need for supporling the appropriation
requests of the Regents for the instiiu-
tio ns.

The Board of Regents is in control of
the Stafe University of lowa, lowa Stale
College, lowa Staie Teachers College,
the Braille and Sight Saving School, the
School for lhe Deaf and ihe lowa Tuber-

culosis Sanatarium at Oakdale, near

lowa City.
Members who have visited institutions

have included Wayne Lyon of the exe-

cutive committee, Silletto, Burdet+-

Higgins, Waldo Dean, and Clair Wei.
all of the tegislaiive committee. \'

Our knowledge and experience of
over 25 years in the Floor and V/all
Covering Field is at your service.
CalI on us for solution of your prob-
lem jobs.

Laytex Uniierlayments

Asphalt Underlayments

Vinyl Asbestos & Asphalt

Homogeneous Vinyl

Rubber and Cork Tiles

Bolta-Wall Vinyl Wall
Coverings

Rubber Wall Coverings

RATPH N. SMITH, InG.
Des Moines, Iowa

1339 2nd Ave. AT 8'6741



_lowA CHAPTER. PRESIDENT DISCUSSES SERVICES

OF ARCHITECT IN RADIO INTERVIEW

Gerald Griffifh, president o{ lowa
Chapter A.l.A. explained the methods
ar.chitects generally use in serving their
clients during a ' l0-minute intLrview
broadcast over Radio S+a+ion KSO,
Des Moines, October 28.

During the l0-minute interview, which
was part of fhe hour-long "Hour of pro-
gress" spo_nsored weekly by the lowa
Concrete Block and Maierial Co., Jer-
ry- covered such points as the service
of the architect in assisfing in choice
of proper localion, drafting"of prelimi-
nary floor plans, and assisiance in se-
fection of +he contractor. He stressed
the,vital asp-ects of +he continuing i'n-
terchange of ideas belween fhe c-lienf
and fhe archilect.

_The interview was intended to helo
inform central lowa residents of fh"
place of the architect in the construc_

tion {ield. ln emphasizing the key role
of architects in building design and
consfruction, Griffith said in part:

'l believe every person today will
agree that this is an oge of specialists.
ln order to succeed in this busy world,
every person in business . must con-
tinually learn all lhe new phases of his
business . in order to meet his com-
petition. Because this takes so much of
his fime, he does not have the time
nor fhe experience to plan his buildings,
so he calls in an architect as a soecialist
on the latesf and best meihods of con-
struction. "

(Comments received indicale Jerry
did a commendable iob in representing
lhe chapter and ils members. Complete
copies of his talk are available from
lowa Concrete Block and Materials Co.)

We Are Trying To Hold Down Building Cosfs
PERCENTAGE OF PRESENT pRtCES OVER PREWAR (te3e)

An Appraisal By American Appraisal Co.Lumber 
9,p ?9.17, Wases Up tilZ"fo

Common Brick . !.p tllyi l+eei ui rtr7"Cement U'p 67./" Copper U'p 2$"f
Our Concrete Blocks Up .52"/o
Our Lishrweiehr Btocks Ui .siyZ

f:,1 .,"1t is our percentage of increase much less than any other building
costs, but our blocks today are superior in every way over thoie made in 1939-.

Y.ou can keep costs of-your buildings down by using more Concretollasonry- and you can help us to keep our prices down by giving usmore volume.
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Concrete Blocts . Haydite Bloeks . griclr . Chrn-
nel Roof Slats . Concrete Joist . owens-lltinois
Glass Elocks . Lannon Stone . Sanymetal Toilet
Compartments . Ch.mpion Masonry SewS ,nd

Blades . chicago Fire Bricf . Mesonry Materials

Alumirunr and Steel Windows . Arketex Glered.Tile
Metal Slecialties . Consrete Corn Crits and Silos
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