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Nominations Needed
By Committee

One of the lowa Chapters most im-
portant projects is coming up again in
January when the second series of
awards will be presented to outstanding
craftsmen in the building trades.

Last year's award-winning craftsmen
all were nominated by contractors, but
there is no rule against architects mak-
ing nominations.

Start looking for extremely skilled and
loyal workmen in a variety of trades
and crafts and nominate the man you
think most deserving of award recog-
nition.

The award program is under the su-
pervision of the Chapter committee on
relations with the construction industry.
Members are John W. Brooks, chairman,
Louis Soenke, Grant Voorhees, Charles
Ritts, David Frevert and Wayne Lyon.
Contact committee members with your
nominations.



ALUMINUM
PANO-RAMA SLIDING GLASS WALLS

By General Bronze

These beautiful sliding class walls (doors) are made of heavy aluminum ex-
trusions 7’ to 8’ high and from &’ to 24’ 4” wide. They can be glazed with
one piece of !/, plate or the sections can be divided into three or four
panels of insulating glass. Sliding screens are available.

These sliding walls add distinction to any home or commercial building. They
are completely weatherstripped and glide easily on ball bearing rollers.
The sill drains to the outsids and each section is furnished with flush captype
latch and cylinder lock. A uniform sill is also available for inside partitions.

General Bronze Sliding Walls enable unusual treatment in many
types of buildings and we believe they are worthy of your con-
sideration. If you do not have a catalog, drop us a line and we
will send complete information.

(Y. 8-575

BETTER BUILDING PRODUCTS SINCE 1917

ﬁ(BA éfN&:azE'a'E BroCK & MATERIAL CO.

CONCRETE CLOCKS © HAYDITE BLOCKS o CONCRETE JOIST e CHANNEL ROOF SLABS
OWENS-ILLINO!S GLASS CLOTKS e LANNON STONE o CHAMPION SAWS & ELADZS
SANYLIETAL TOILET COMPARTMENTS @ STEEL & ALUMINUM WINDOWS o METAL SPECIALTIE?
CONCRETE SILOS ® CORN CRIBS ® STOCK TANKS

820 S. W. Ninth Street Des Moines 9, lowi

ACOUSTILE, with *“built-in sound econtrol”;
this load bearing unit absorbs sounds, eliminat-
ing need tor costly acoustical treatment—with-
stands high compression; crack resistant.

INTERIOR SALT GLAZED TILE . . . Maxi-
mum quality at minimum cost. Provides extra
beauty, extra durabi ity, and extra insulation,
at no extra co-t. Colorful, easy-to-clean walls
of buffs, tans and browns.

SMOOTH RED FACE TILE ... Very popular
8 x 5 1/3 x 12 size tor interior walls. Colorful,
smooth face. The brick for economy and beauty-
minded people.

FINE FACE BRICK . . . For color, texture,
strength and uniformity you can’t mateh this
full line of fine face brick. Wide range of
colors and textures add charm to every interior.

Whatever your need in the tinest clay producets
we can serve you. Our engineers are always
ready to serve you.

"THE MASON CITY BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
MASON CITY, IOWA
554 BUILDERS EXCHANGE BLDG. 433 ENDICOTT ELDG.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA
PH. GE 6-788 PH. GA 7221
THE DES MOINES CLAY COMPANY
DES MOINES, IOWA
THE OTTUMWA BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
OTTUMWA, IOWA
THE OSKALOOSA CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY
OSKALOOSA, IOWA
THE REDFIELD BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
REDFIELD, IOWA
THE JOHNSTON CLAY WORKS, INC.

FORT DODGE, IOWA




Band together, brothers,
the crisis has come, because
here's an article on

Architects
_45 jﬁe[r Wued &e 3Aem

By Valeria Winkler Griffith
Drawings By Art Lindgren

Architects have recently shown an
awakening interest in public relations.
In one manner or another the general
public has been encouraged to observe
the myriad activities which are encom-
passed by this ancient and honorable
profession. There has been little in-
clination to shy away from newspaper
and magazine publicity. Cosy confer-
ences have been arranged with lay
groups to demonstrate how closely the
architectural mind is aligned with that
of the common man.

All this is to the good. It is time
the world viewed the architect not as
an impractical visionary but as the jolly,
down to earth, hard working fellow that
he really is.

* * *

As wives we find this trend com-
mendable. We approve our architect
husbands' interest in public relations.
We invite them to go a step farther
and concern themselves with home
relations.

* * *

When Mr. Robert Savage assigned
me the inferesting task of reporting on
‘architects as their wives see them' it
was evident that a little investigating
was in order. The results of the survey
were thoroughly edifying. Unfortunate-
ly, however, | have been warned by
my informants not to use here the more
fascinating bits of material | have gath-
ered and | will therefore tabulate them

for future use in fictitious form. It was
also necessary to weed out the vast
number of complaints which apply to
husbands in general regardless of occu-
pation.

Following are the comments most
consistently made and any architect
who is interested in improving his family
as well as his public relations is in-
vited to consider them.

|. Architects have a peculiar incon-
sistency in their reactions to matters
of finance. As one girl puts it, "How
can my husband speak nonchalantly of
a church addition contract for two
hundred thousand dollars and then a

moment later fall apart when | produce

my new hat that cost twenty five
dollars?"



2. Architects are great sight seerers
and are not disinclined to have their
wives accompany them. Rut must the
sights to be seen invariably consist of
every detail of every gloomy old church
which appears on the horizon?

3. Most architects' wives are resigned
to start on a trip loaded with cameras,
film, filters, tripods, flash equipment
and like paraphernalia. "l can't fail fo

be disconcerted, however," one wife
reports, "‘when we return home and
invite friends over fo see pictures of the
trip and said pictures turn out to be,
a. fourteen views of a school construc-
tion job, most of them taken in the base-
ment dimly showing workmen crawling
about, b. six closeups of brick work
which appears to be indistinguishable
from all other brick work everywhere,
c. three shots of an old steeple in the
process of being forn down, d. dozens
more closely related to the above
mentioned. Finally in the last picture
there | am, a small figure at the edge
of an excavation. My husband apolo-
getically explains my presence as being
necessary to balance the composition."”

4. When making a first visit to the
brand new home of friends everyone
comments delightedly on the cute fire-
place, the darling little dining nook, the
delicious view from the picture window.
Not so the architect husband. He
eyes his host sympathetically and says
in a sepulchral voice, 'Better watch
that flashing job on the chimney, old

man. Looks like you'll have real trouble
later on." The owner of the house
spends the rest of the evening staring
at his ceiling in mute distress.

5. In the average family a visit fo
Aunt Fanny a hundred miles away mere-
ly means two or three hours of carefree
motoring with mother and father shout-
ing merrily to each other above the
roar and fury of the children captive
in the back seat. The same trip under-
taken by an architect's family is not so
simple. It begins early in the day and is
accomplished by a series of zig zag
maneuvers over strange and dusty roads
on a course charted by father that will
take him to every construction job
that might conceivably be considered
in the vicinity between home and Aunt

Fanny's. At each site father promptly

disappears and mother busies herself
with feeding crackers to the young and
keeping them out of the fresh concrete.
Such jaunts frequently end by mother
and the children returning home by
train.

(Continued on page 5)



The Master Builders of lowa Conven-

MBI Convention Dec. 6-7

tion will be held Dec. 6 and 7 at the
Hotel Savery in Des Moines. Members
of the lowa Chapter, A.LA., are in-
vited to attend and are asked to avoid
lettings during the period so that all
Master Builders will be free to attend
the convention.

Of special interest to architects will
be a session on proposed revisions of
the insurance clauses of the A.lLA. Con-
tract Documents. J. Woolson Brooks,
F.AA.LA. will preside over a joint meet-
ing of the insurance committees of the
Master Builders, lowa Engineering So-
ciety and the lowa Chapter, A.lLA.

This important meeting will be held
Wednesday, Dec. 7, and all architects
are urged to attend. Members of the
lowa Association of Insurance Agents
will be present.

The meeting will serve as an informal
meeting of the lowa Chapter, A.lLA.,
which will be called upon to take formal
action on the insurance question dur-
ing the annual convention in January.

As Wives See Them
(Continued from page 4)

Mr. Savage, realizing no doubt that
this subject might be developed end-
lessly, warned about space limitations
so | must content myself with these
few helpful hints. In conclusion may
| say to you gentlemen, "Do not be
completely downcast. When your wife
is asked her husband's occupation listen
to how smugly she replies, 'He's an
architect." "

The first issue of the Kansas Architect
has been received. The Kansas Chap-
ter's first issue is much like the first
efforts of the lowa Chapter. Adver-
tising space is offered.

N

Join the "Hot Stove League" sessions
at the MBI Convention.

Octagon Ruling On
Yellow Page Listings

The Massachusetts State Association
of Architects has received a communi-
cation from Ed Purves, Executive Di-
rector of the Institute, which reads as
follows: "The Board of Directors of the
AlA has ruled that it is perfectly proper
for a Chapter to advertise, even though
it is not proper for individual architects
to do so.

"With respect to listing in yellow
pages of the telephone book, it is
proper for the Chapter to make such
a listing only if it includes all the mem-
bers of the Chapter, and represents
each of them equally. No supplemen-
tary individual purchases of advertising
space in the yellow pages is permitted,
nor is the use of bold-faced type."

It seems that in order to comply
with the foregoing ruling the Chapter
would be required fo change the pre-
vailing arrangement. Undoubtedly with
the vyellow page set-up as it exists in
Westchester, the cost would be all out
of proportion to any possible benefit
from the double listing.



“This | Believe”

(Raymond G. Berquist, A.l.A., Dubuque, has
contributed the following article which is one
in a series of statements of personal convic-
tion concerning the practice of architecture by
members of the lowa Chapter, A.lLA.)

The article, "Dues Do It", by Robert
L. Durham, published in the September
issue of the lowa Architect, was and
is, a very fimely subject.

As Architects in our State of lowa,
we have associated, one with the other,
in our lowa Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects because we be-
lieve, individually and collectively, ours
is the responsibility of portraying high
ethical standards of practice, and to
preserve the dignity of our profession.

This responsibility is more than an
assent; it requires effort and doing to
make it a realized fact. To pursue the
actual practice of preserving the dig-
nity of our profession requires that we
must fulfill many detailed obligations—
fulfilment requires organization and
planning—which in turn requires ade-
quate financing.

Repeatedly, as we meet to discuss
the fulfilment of these obligations we
are thwarted by the same handicap—
no funds. Simultaneously there have
been presented devious methods to
finance the work, and all too frequently
we seek some other organization to
"pay our way"' because they have funds.

Judiciary Committee

The Central States meeting in St.
Louis authorized the formation of a
Judiciary Committee to prosecute
violations of ethics in the region,
according to John Brooks, F.A.LLA.

Brooks reported that the meeting
was very well done, with the St
Louis Chapter members "knocking
themselves out" to provide the best.
President Griffith and Vice-President
Parish reportedly spent many ''fruit-
less" hours in meetings of the re-

gional council.

| am convinced that many of the
meritorious objectives that have been
the concern of our Chapter have not
been fully realized because of the lack
of adequate Chapter financing. | be-
lieve the membership of the Chapter
should provide all the necessary financ-
ing of the work and not ask others
"to pay our freight."

We should have the strength of our
convictions not only from our tongues
but also from our pockets. | believe
the time is now that our Chapter adopt
measures which will provide sufficient
funds to carry out its important work
in the State of lowa.

We have the advantages of studying
the financing plans of other Chapters;
let us benefit by their experiences. |
repeat that | believe "Dues Do It is
an extremely timely article, and | ask
that our entire membership read and
re-read it in the September issue.

Volunteer to speak at High School
Career Days in your area.

Lemke Builders
Supply Co.

610 Walnut Building
DES MOINES 9, IOWA

Phone 2-9611

Specialists in
steel sash,
doors, partitions




Strange Change At The “Due” Point

We understand the '"Due" point
nas something to do with the
weather, and everyone knows the
weather can cause some strange
changes. Take the two illustrations
on this page for example. The one
on the left is a sketch of a "typi-
cal" architect on his way to the
annual convention. On the right,
we see the same architect as he
may appear the instant a brother
arises to say: "Now let's talk
about increasing dues."

Before

Swimming Pool Equipment

@® Vacuum and Pressure Diatomite
Filters

® Zeolite Softeners
® Chemical Feeders

7 WATERITE CO.

OMAHA, NEBR.

For Information Phone Pleasant 5582

Write or Call




Prizes And Exhibits

A Porcelain Enamel Design Compe-
tition offering $25,000 in prizes is being
sponsored by Ferro Corp. and con-
ducted by Architectural Forum. A to-
tal of 25 cash prizes are offered archi-
tects showing excellence of design and
use of porcelain enamel steel and alum-
inum in elementary schools or com-
munity youth centers. The competition
closes Dec. 12 and contestants must
register with Architectural Forum.

A national competition for the dasign
of the District of Columbia's auditorium
and civic center has been proposed by
the American Institute of Architects.

There will be an architectural exhibit
of school buildings at the national con-
vention of the American Association of
School Administrators in Atlantic City,
N. J., Feb. 18-23. Buildings under con-
struction or contract since Jan. |, 1951,
are eligible. Complete information may
be obtained from American Association
of School Administrators, Attn.: Dr.
Shirley Cooper, 1201 Sixteenth St
N.W., Washington, D. C.

Life Magazine has accepted the
A.lLA. as a contributor to the series on
arts and skills in America. Life wants
photographs of contemporary architec-
ture in office buildings, banks, motels,
homes, '"'mass-produced" suburbs,
schools and churches. Several lowa ar-
chitects have been asked to submit
material for consideration and all are
eligible. Submit material to Ketchum,
Inc., 1400 Chamber of Commerce
Building, Pittsburgh 19, Pa., and notify
the lowa Chapter if you send material.

A sharp increase in advertising space
has made this issue of lowa Architect
the largest yet printed. The magazine
can continue to grow and expand if
members will mention the publication
as an appropriate medium of adver-
tising for suppliers fo the building in-
dustry.

Interested in a speakers' bureau?
Submit your name to the editor.

Goodbye—And The Best
To Walter Moeller

To Walt Moeller, retiring executive
secretary of the Master Builders of
lowa, go the thanks of the members
of the lowa Chapter, A.i.A. for his in-
valuable help and advice, his friendship
and ability. The lowa Chapter extends
sincere best wishes to Walt in his new
position.

Kenneth R. Lewis, new executive sec-
retarv of the MBI, was formerly execu-
tive secretary of the Kansas Chapter,
Builders Division, Associated General
Contractors of America.

A graduate of Kansas University in
1946, Lewis is a veteran and was

awarded the ""Constructiondizing'' prize
of the National AGC in 1954.

Ideas are wanted for a public service
program the Chapter can handle. Send
your thoughts on the subject to the
editor .

CORALUX

Perlite Concrete and Plaster
Aggregate is light weight,
insulating and fireproof.

® Carries the UL Label.

e Conforms to A.S.T.M.
srecifications.

® Meets all the rigid specifi-
catiors of the Perlite In-
stitute.

James Coil

Midwest Perlite Prod. Inc.

1120 Railroad St.
West Des Moines, Iowa




WE WANT TO COMPLETE THE RECORD
ON SOUND CONTROL WITH
CONCRETE MASONRY WALLS

We dislike to compare the qualities of CONCRETE MASONRY with competitive materials,
however since a recent advertisement gave you only a part of the authcritative data on this
subject, we feel we must give you mcre complete data. The advertisement gave certain types
of clay brick and clay tile walls “EXCELLENT” and “VERY GOOD” ratings, based on their
sound transmission losses in decibels (for such uses as in partitons between classrooms and
in cerridor walls in schools), but conspicuously gave no ratings on the only two types of
CONCRETE MASONRY WALLS used in comparison.

Immediately below are given (in ijtalics) three of the brick and clay tile walls of highest,

average and lowest decibel reduction, and the two concrete masonry walls, as given in the
ad referred to.

WEIGHT - LBS.

SOUND TRANSMISSION SQ. FT. (not given)
LOSS DECIBELS
f(?” BRICK - plastered
EXCELLENTS both sides. ... ... ... ... .. 57 97 (BMS 144)
18" CLAY TILE - unplastered. 52 33 (estimated)
(4" CLAY TILE - plastered
VERY GOOD "Ltwo sides . ........ ... . . ... .. L 37.5 (BMS 144)
8” WAYLITE CONCRETE
BLOCK - unplastered ... .. .. 38 (a) 37

4" WAYLITE CONCRETE
BLOCK - unplastered ... ... .. 32 (a) 21

We give immediately below, for your comparison, data on various types of
CONCRETE MASONRY WALLS with ratings on the same.

SOUND TRANSMISSION wT,
LO3S LBS.
TYPE OF WALL DECIBELS SQ. FT.

8” WAYLITE BLOCK - plastered two sides 53 (b) 47

6” WAYLITE BLOCK - painted 2 coats of
Por{land cement paint, both sides......_....__.____ . 52.2 (b) 21
J 4”7 WAYLITE BLOCK - plastered two sides.. 50.7 (b) 32
EXCELLENT ) g» HAYDITE BLOCK, 1” plaster, one side... 505 (b) 44
6” HAYDITE BLOCK, 1” plaster, one side._.. 48.5 (b) 39

8” HAYDITE BLOCK - unplastered..... . 47.8 (b) 36
8” CONCRFTE BLOCK - unplastered.. . 52 (b 49
VERY GOOD 8” WAYLITE BLOCK - unplastered.. ... 44 (b) 37

(a) Source of information not given in ad.
(b) Data from tests conducted at RIVERBANK LABORATORIES on 114” face shell, Grade A
units used.
EXPLANATION OF RATINGS*

LOSS - DECIBELS HEARING CONDITION RATING

Loud speech can be faintly heard
40 - 45 but not understood. Normal spzech VERY GOOD

not audible.

Very loud sounds, e.g. loud singing, brass 1
45 or more musical instruments or radio at full volume EXCELLENT
1can be heard only faintly, or not at all. J,

Recommended for band and music
practice recoms, radio and sound studios.

*Assumes ‘“threshold level of 30 decibels on listening side.”

IOWA CONCRETE MASONRY ASSOCIATION

P. O. Box 156 West Des Moines, Iowa




Visit The Booth

As planned at the Summer Meeting,
the lowa Chapter will have an exhibit
booth at the lowa Association of School
Boards Convention at the Des Moines
Veterans Memorial Auditorium Nov.
17-18. Members planning to attend
the convention are invited to visit the

booth.
Make Them Welcome

New on the lowa Registration list are
Architects Gerald Deuth, 421 Logan
Ave., Waterloo; and Rcbert W. Crow,
805 Main St., Cedar Falls. Neither is a
member of the lowa Chapter and
brothers in the neighborhood may wish
to drop in and issue an invitation.

The American Institute of Architects
has been awarded a national Certificate
of Public Relations Achievement by the
American Association of Public Rela-
tions.

Speeches are available. Write to Paul
Skiles for copies.

M. T. STRAIGHT DEAD

Merton T. Straight, 61, well-known
president and general manager of two
clay products firms in lowa, died Oct.
30 of a heart attack while attending
the national convention of Structural
Clay Products Manufacturers in White
Sulphur Springs, W. Va.

Mr. Straight lived at 214 Glenview
drive in Des Moines. He headed the
Adel Clay Products Co. of Redfield
and the lowa Clay Products Co. of
Centerville. Sales offices are in West
Des Moines.

Have You Read ... ?

Page 171 of the Journal, a cleverly
done article on Budget vs. The Bid.

Selecting an  Architect, announce-
ment of an office practice pamphlet on
page 2 of the Oct. 10 Public Relations
Newsletter.

The Structural Clay Products Institute
has received two national awards for
excellence in produce literature.

homes and office buildings.

2001 Maple Street

Fleetlite Double

Now being used in these fine lowa Buildings:

Hillcrest Dormitory, University of lowa, Temple and Temple, Architects,
Davenport @ Sioux Electric Co-op Office Bu'lding, Orange City, la., Brown
Engineering Co., Engineers, Des Moines ® Friendship Haven Retirement
Home (both buildings), Fort Dodge, The Griffith Co., Architects, Fort
Dodge ® St. Mary's Convent, Cascade, Charles Zelesky, Architect, Cedar
Rapids ® Washington Retirement Home, Washington, la., Dane Morgan
& Associates, Architects, Burlington @ Sacred Heart Convent, Templeton,
la., James Loftus, Architect, Omaha e Clark College Dormitory, Dubuque,
Barry & Kay, Architects, Chicago ® Henry County Hospital Addition, Mt.
Pleasant, Dane Morgan Associates, Architects ® Also, numerous other fine

Many leading Architects throughout the country are specifying Fleetlite
Windows now made in Double Hung, Fixed and Horizontal Sliding All-
Aluminum units. We solicit your inquiries.

Fleet Of America, Inc

Western Division Office and Plant
Des Moines, lowa

Windows

Phone 62-3484




