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'!Do lt Yourself"
Program Adopted

The Chapler pub!ic relalions program,
given a vole of confidence at the annual
convention January 22, was thumped lo
within an inch of its life at the Aoril
meeting in Ames and all but abandoned.

Obiectors fel+ that chapter members
should handle their own public relalions
and claimed that architect's publicity
actually had decreased during the pasi
year. {Four volumes of clippings origi-
nated by the public relations committee
were nof accepfed as evidence fo the
co ntra ry.)

The Chapter magazine, lowa Archi-
iect, survived as an expense item after
no Chapter member would volunteer to
do it for nofhing. Several pledges to
solicit acjditional advertising to support
fhe magazine have noi maierialized.

PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONAL
RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Robert Savage, Chairman

James Walsh
Don McKeown

Harold Bullington
William Wagner
Allen Salisbury

- "lo*a Architeci" is published bi-monthly
for lo.a Chapter, American lnstitute o{ Ar-
chitecis, and mailed without charge. Ap-
pearance of names and pictures of products
or services in editorial or advertising copy
does nof constitute endorsemenl o{ eifher
ihe A.l.A., or this chapfer. Ediior: Robert E.
Savage, 931 59th Street, Des Moines, lowa.



DRY BLOCKS
I5O,OOO BTOCKS UNDER COYER

concrete Masonry Units should be properly steam cured and DRy when
laid in the wall to minimize shrinkage.'
ln order to deliver dry blocks at all times, we have built a large steel
storage shed which will cover l5o,ooo units, These units will be cubei so air
will circulate around each block.
Dry blocks and the proper use of confraction Joints (usinq our special con-
traction ioint blocks) and some Dur-o-Wal will give you suEstantial, beautiful
and ECONOMICA1 walls.

Specify blocls stored under cover and protecled on fhe iob. We
will gladly give any assislance upon requesf. Do not hesilate lo
call us. We are here lo serve you.

rEttEt tu[ortlc ?roDuc?s sltlcE ltlr--

Eowa CoNcnETE tslocEc a MarenEAE- Co.
COXCIETE ELOCKS . XAYDITE aLOCXi . GOXCiEE JOlSf . CXANXEL iOOf SLA!3

OWENS.IILINOIS GLASS BLOCXS. LANNOX STONE. CHAMFION SAWS & BIADES
.AXYiIETAL TOILET COMPARTMENTS . SftEL t ALUIIXUU WINDOWS . METAL SPECIALTIE

GONCRETE 5tLO5 . COiX Crtt6 a STOCX TANKS

820 S. W. Ninth Strect Des Moitrei 9. lowa
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ACOLTSTILE, n'lth "built.in sound (ontrol";
thls load bearinS unlt absorbs sounds, ellninat-
ing need lor costly acoustlcal tre&trnent-ryith-
starrds hlgh conrDression; crilck resistant.

IYTEItIoR S,{I,T (iL.tZDD 'TII,E . . IIAXi-
murn {luality at minlmum c()st Proyides extra
lleautl'. rxtrir (lurabilitl-, and e\tra insulation,
at rro e\tra cost" ('olorful. onsl.to.clean w:rlls
0t l)uils, (aIS nnd brorYnts.

Slt0O'l'Il RllD t',1('E TILE . , . Yer] D{rl)ular
li x,ir l/ll x l2 size for interior $.rlls. ('olr)rful,
\Irooth inc€. 'I'lre bricx ior econonry ilnd boatrty.
nrinde(I Ir(,0Ille.

FIND F;l(lll BLI(rK.., -t'or eolor, trxture,
strolrgth and unifornity you cLn't mrtch this
tull Iine of line fhce brlck. Wide r&nge of
colors an(l tcrtures a.dd ch&rm to erer,- interior.

\\'hat{,r'er l'0ur need in the finelit clali products
\re cail scrre you. Our enlainecrs are alw&ys
rea(If,'t0 serYe Jotr.

THE MASON CITY BRICI( AND TITE COMPANY
MASON CtrY. |OWA

534 SUTLOCiS TXCHAI|GE E|DC. a3! ENDICOiT 8LDC.
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA 5'. PAUL, MIXNESOTA

PH. GE 6.'88 PH. GA 7.I2I
rHE DES MOINE5 CLAY COMPA}IY

oat rotNlt. towa
THE OTTUMWA BRICX AND TIIE COMPANY

oruf,wa. towa
rHE OSKALOOSA CTAY PRODUC'S COMPANY

otxatoo!A. towa
IXE TEDFIELD 

'RICK 
AND TIIE COMPANY

rttHarD, towa
rHE JOHNSTON CLAY WORI(S. INC,



Are Retained Percentages Too High?
incorporated in the worl and of materials
suilably slored al lhe sile lhereof up to the

..day of lhat month, as estimated by
the Archilect, less ihe aggregate of previous
paymenfs, until such value amounts to 75"/^
o{ the cortract price; thereafter the retainej
percenfage shall be reduced to 5of on portions
o{ the *ork more lhan 75o/o complete. retain-
ing l0'/" on porfions nol 75o/" complete.

All payments are on accounf of the contract
price and do not constituie acceptance of anv
specific portions of the work. Fu'll payme.t o'{
ihe relained percentage on a poriion of +he
work sotis{actorily completed prior to the com-
pleiion of the eniire work may be made sub-
iect to the approval o{ the Archi+ect upon
submission of eridence that all payrolls, ma-
teriai bills, and other indebtedness'connected
with the *o.rk have been paid, and. if required,
the submrss,on oi o written quarantee or bond
covering ccrrection of defecls that mav later
oe discovered in the materials o. labor or

From Florida Architect

Results of a conference of conslruction in-
dustry execuiives held in New York m6y prove
io be an incentive io lower building costs.
Called by the Producers'Council and the
National Association of Credit Men, ihe meet-
ing was lhe second io be held this year with
the obiect o{ studying the problem o{ frozen
redit.

Out of the con{erence came a recommended
procedure, largely the work of William Sianley
Parker, F.A.l.A., o{ Boston, and Faneuil Adams,
L.L.B., who were consultanfs to the conference.

Recommendations are essentially these: Ten
per cenf o{ payments lo conlractors should be
refained until the work is 75o/o complete; and
thereafter the reiained amount should be {ive
per cent.

The Parker-Adams report poinled out lhat
the procedure applies primarily to lump sum
confracfs {or privale work, whether bonded or
not, and is designed to conform to the re-
quiremenfs of the A.l.A. Standard General
Conditions.

The repori says, in part:
"Under average normal condi+ions, a reten-

tion of l0o/" on paymenls is reasonable during
the early stages of lhe work, but when thJ
work approaches subsfantial completion, such
reiention beco.es unnecessarily burdensome.
It can properly be reduced to 5o/o after the
enlire work is 75o/. complete, on lhose divi-
sions of the work which are fhemselves 75o/o
complete. This adcis an e emenf of complica-
tion in the Applicalion Form for subsequent
payments in order to show the releniions on
ihe dif{erent divisions of the work, some being
5'/" and some l0o/". No such complicaiions-,
however, are present during the first ihree
quarters of the *ork, or after all divisions o{
the work are ai least 75o/o complete."

The Parker-Adams study showed thai custom
on ihe percentages of retained payments va-
ried.

"Fifty years a9o l5'/o wos customary. Since
ihen it has qradually become cusfomary to
reduce ihe percentage in di{ferent ways. Many
contracts now customarily use 107.. Much
government work is no* based on.etaininq
l0o/. until the work is half done, accumulatinq
a retention oI Sof" oI the toial contract price,
lherea{ter paying lO0'/. of lhe value of subse-
quent work. Many coniracls siill retain l5o/o."

Following is a suggested amendment to
Arficle 4 of A.l.A. Form A- | as proposed in
fhe Parker-Adams report to the con{erence.

Article 4. Progress Payments. The Owner
shall make payments on account of the Con-
tract as provided therein, as {ollows:

On or aboul the...-..-,,, ,,... day of each month
- .." ..-..-90.--..-,,....per cent of lhe value based on
the conlract prices, of labor and materials

operaiing requirements as
contract.

required by the

Goyerno r To
Nome Commitlee?

Covernor Leo Hoegh will be asked to
name d comm;ilee of lowa Architects
1o assisl in the preservation of the slafe
cdpitol building in Des lv4oines.

The suqgest;on was made at the
spring meeting in Ames. Seuerol months
ago the Governor was asked in a formal
letler {rom fhe chapter lo appoint a
committee of architects to study the
school building problem in the state.
The leiter wds never answered.

Hospifol Exhibit
An architectural exhibit of hospiials

will be held at the 57th Annual Conven-
iion of fhe American Hospital Associa-
fion in. Atlantic Ci+y N. J., Sept. l9-22.
Entry {orms and infor,.n6tion may be ob-
iained from the A.l.A. Entry blanks and
fees must be submitted by Aug. l.

Carl Sandburg, poef, will be made an
honorary-member of the A.l.A. in recog-
nition of his ouistanding contributions
to the field of arl.



Out Of A Hat

A Des Ny'oines material supplier
deserves congralulations for the fair

method used in
selecting dn dr-
chitect lor a new
office buildinq
the firm will con-
siru ct.

The names of
a!l Des Moines
archifeclural
firms were put in
a hat. Chapler
president Griffifh
was called in to

draw a name. Cut of ihe hat came
Woodburn and O'Neal. That settled
the matler.

Architect Woodburn is pictured
here wearing the proper expression
for such occasions.

Bill Pqrish Reports:
"Hqrd Times A.Comin' "

Architect William Parish had his fin-
ger directly on the pulse of conditions
in the building industry recently when he
spent an hour in the cf{ice of Wall
Moeller, secretary of the lvlaster Build-
ers of lowa.

Parish reports that his conversalion
wifh N.4oeller was first interrupted when
an MBI member came in lo borrow $5.

'He didn'f get it," sa

don't know whether fhe
ys
loa

big or the credit rafing too low.
'He had hardly disappeared when

anolher member burst into the room
and wanted $ I to get his car out of a

parking lot.
"He got it. Maybe the amount was

down to a level the MBI could handle,
or perhaps fhe story was more plausible.
I suggest we had better start checking
our bidders closely."

(Editors Note: This is iusl about the {irst
unsoliciied news item lowa Architect ever has

received from a Chapter member.)

Parish. "l
n was too

Swimming Pool Equipment

O Vocuum ond Pressure Diofomife
Filfers

O Zeolite Soffeners

O Chemicol Feeders

WATERITE Ctl.
For Inf ormation

Write or Cull

OMAHA, NEBR.

Phone Pleasant 5582

&
rc



AMES MEETING

"You Are There"

Llc
LAT IO

Service

SCOREBOARD

STUDENT AWAR.DS
Oulstanding lowa Slate archifecture

students received the following awards
ai the annual spring meeting of fhe lowa
Chapter A.l.A. in Ames:

Frank C. Aukerman received the $100 Karl
Ke{{er award. Richard F. Hansen received
the Alpha Rho Chi medal and the School
Medal o{ the A.l.A. Donald H. Luethie re-
ceived the runner-up award for outslanding
scholarship. James L. Merry received the
Architecture Facu fy Freshmon oward. Carl D.
Meyer received the Charles Frederick Bowers
award. Alfred H. Miller won ihe Duranf ond
Burquisf $50 prize. Paul A. Moore won lhe
$25 A.l.A. Student Chapier award. Frederick
H. Wolf received the Archilecture Facully
Sophomore award.

Member William Lockard has been
elected president of the Decorah Ro-
tary Club. Congratulations on accept-
ing a public service post Bill.

lowa Architect will list all reported
public service activities by Chapter
members. Since the last issue:

John Brooks addressed the Des Moines
Real Estafe Board.

Amos Emery addressed the same
9roup.

Dighton Smith addressed Career Day
groups at schools in Brift, Eagle Grove
anci Storm Lake.

Dwighf Kirsch, directcr of f he Des
Moines Arl Center, spoke on architec-
ture af Grand View College, recently.
He pointed out tha I loday's drchitecf
"ihinks in terms of space to live in."



"This I Believe"
By Bob Savage

Because of lack of years I cannot
speak with the sdme background o{
achievements as previous contributors
fo this series, so I may be naive in the
belief thaf architects (in pariicular,
ar'chitects of lowa) have nof served the
purpose lhe;, were intended fo serve.

Since I was a boy during the bad de-
pression years it is difficult for me to
understand the inhibitions o{ some older
members who can remember the hard-
ships of those days.

Figures such as: 136 lowe architecis
o{ 574 registered lo praciice in lowa;
I archileci per 20,000 people (many
states with 5,000 people per architect)
make it apparenl that a great dollar
volume of construction, not only housing,
has no professional service at all, or is

done by out-o{-state architects. ls it
the lack'of a practice law, poor design
work, suspicious chapter members,
tainted ethics, or what. Whatever it is

should be overcome.
Architects have no 'Oath of Hip-

pocrates" iike the medical men, buf,
idealistic as it may seem, I believe *e
have simiiar responsibilities end obliga-
tions. We hove +he responsibility o{
protect;ng the publ:c's health, safety.
and welfare through the construction
induslry. We musl do this by crealing
better physical environments for people,
by designing structurally sound build-
ings. and by working coniinually for
legislalion that will make such goals
oossible.' Finally, lhe people must understand
our goals and aims and how we inlend
io achieve them. A few will learn from
the individual architects (l in 20 000)
but mcre will learn ihrough a combined
organized effori in honesf PUBLIC RE-

LATIONS. This cannot be done by iust
good thoughts.

The Archilectural Record has re-
quested a copy of lowa Architect for
use in a {eature on Chapter publica-
tio n s.

OFFICE CHANGES: J o i n i n s
Smith-Voorhees-Jensen-Silleto & Asso-
ciales during the past eight months
were Werner "Dutch" Zarnikow and
Harold Richey, both draftsmen; Jack
Bouse, mechanical engineer; Dick Bab-
cock, specification writer; and Ruy
Thurslon, landscape architect. Arthur A.
Lindgren ioined Savage & Ver Ploeg.
Derwood Quade ioined Keffer Associ-
a tes.

The Gold Medal, highest professional
honor given by the A.l.A., has been
awarded to Willem Marinus Dudok of
Hiiversum, Holland. Architect Dudok
spoke to lowa architects in a special
meeting arranged last year by Leonard
Wolf.

Fleetlife
Ameriea's Finest
Vindou:s Proaide:

Superior insulation needed for
economical air-conditioning.
Ou'ner"s ideal of convenience
and easy operation.
Absolute minimum of mainte-
nance.
Quick handling, easy installa-
tion.
Double, double-lrung und dou-
ble slicle tr:in.clotos suailaltle in
all sizes.
Complete details in Sweet's
Catalog.

I)ES }IOI }"ES }'A C'I.ORY
2001 Maple St.
Phone 62-3484

The lowa Chapter, A.l.A., extends
deepest sympathy to member James
Lynch on the death of his wife,
Connie.



JOHNSON AAACHINE WORKS, INC.

AAACHINISTS WELDERS

We fobricote oll types of metols

318 No. llth Street Phones 109 and 291

CHARITON, IOWA

Westinghouse Electric Supply

The New Westinghouse Electric Supply Company building in
Des Moines is another example of building for warehouse and
office with ADEL CLAY PRODUCTS. The front is Adet Red
Norman Face Brick with spandrels of Buff Norman. Rear and
sides are Adel 5 x 12 Face Tile. Ringland-Johnson Inc., Des
Moines, was the contractor.
In all-your building plans specify ADEL'S masonry building
materials for greater client satisfaction.

ADEL CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY
101 Ashworth Road P. O. Box 85 West Des Moines g, Iowa

Member Structural CIay Products Institute
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COPPER MESH OR
BUILDING PAPER

DRAIN TILE
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DRAINAGE

Too much emphasis cannot be placed on the need for drainaS:e
around the structure where unsightliness or damage will result
from the penetration of water, In many cases, proper drainage
would be all that is needed to preservc the structure or to protect
the interior. Except in well drained soil, usually sandy or gravelly'
it is advisable to place drain tile near the bottom of exterior bsee
ment walls, foundatione and footinS:s. Drain tile of 4-in. to 6-in. in
most caaes will be sufficient. The tile should be laid with a slope
of not lesE than 16 in. per foot, preferably keeping the high point
below thc eleyation of the basement floor, with the low ends of the
drain at approximatelv the rame grade as the bottom of the footing.

This drain tile should be carefully laid on firm even bearing with
no traps. The ends should be butted together 8nd in no caae more
than )i in. apart. The top holf of the joints should be covered with
a strip of copper mesh or building paper approximstely 4 in. wide
before the backfill ig placed.

Drains around the foundations of a building are usually in two
parts or systema, meeting at a common low point and then carricd
into or connected with s drainage outlet. An ideal fill over the
foundation drain tilc is one composed of coarae gravel or stone at
the bottom, grading through medium to sand near the top' Bachfill
for the first couple of feet aboye the tile should be carefully pleccd,

not dumped, to avoid breakage.

a

Structurql Clqy Products lnstitute
REGION 5 AM ES, IOWA

t



,${5

IOWA

ARCHI

$hl

H
H

lowa Chapter
American lnstitute of Architects
voL. |, NO. 4 OFFICIAL PUBLICATION sEPT., t955

Joint Industry il Report
(John Brooks, F.A.l.A., has prepared

the following report of matterj particu-
larly a{fecting architects, discussed ata meeting of the Joint lndustry Co-
operafive Council in July.)

The following specif ication matiers
should be obserued by the Design pro-
fessions:

I . Specifications should be broken
down info small and accurate sections
which will allow sub-contractors and
suppliers to bid the entire section. par-
ticular atfenfion was called to +he diffi-
culty caused by including such special
doors as Modernfold, H-orn pariitions
and some Overhead doors in the Mill-
work Secfion.

- 2. All field painting should be con-
tined to the Painting Section, leavinq
only {aclory prirning or factory finishej
ifems oufside that section.

3. Brick allowances should state
(Continued on page 5)

Counc
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President...-.. ._Gerald Griffi+h
Vice President..-...-.-.._._.___William parish
Secreta ry---...-,
Treasurer -- --.

...,.-.--Sto Ver Ploeg
air Weinlz

PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONAL
RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Robert Savage, Chairman

James Walsh
Don McKeown

Harold Bullington
William Wagner
Allen Salisbury

. "lowa Architect" is pubilshed bi-monthlytor lowa Chapter, Americon lns+iiute of Ar_
chitects, and mailed without charoe. Ao-
pedrance of names and pictures of'products
or services in editorial or advertisino coov
does nof constitute endorsement o{'eitlr"'r
rhe A.l.A., or this chapter. Editor: Robert E.
5avage, 93 I 59th Sireet, Des Moines, lowa.
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PREMOULDED MEMBRAI'IE FtlR DRY FL(I(IRS

Architecls, over the years, have specified many different melhods of eliminaling moislure
penetralion in concreie slabs poured on grade. Some have been {airly satisfactory, but in
most cases cost has been very high.

"sealtite" Premoulded Membrane is a semi-rigid, asphalt cored, board equal lo 600 sheets

of duplex paper. lt comes in 4' r 8' sheets; iilapped 6" and sealed together.with Catalytic
nsphalt. ti ii luia on any level fill and concrele {loor is poured directly on the Membrane.
"sealtite" will absorb aggregate shock and foot traffic without rupturing and Ieeps {loors
absolutely dry.

"Corkti+e" Perimeter lnsulation is a qualify material which fully meets all basic requirements.
It is impermeable, large sheels reduces number of ioints, has extremely high rate of recovery
after compression and a high "K" factor.

Premoulcied Membrane and Corktite are carried in stock al our
warehouse. lt is the cheapesl way to build a dry floor and we

believe it is the best. Send for catalog i{ you do not have one.

iEt?Gr lolLolLo troDucts 3rNCl Itt,-:-

EowaCoxc nETE tslocEc a MarenEAE- oO.
COXCNETE BLOCXS ' 

HAYDITE ILOCK3 . coxcafE JotST . CHAXXEL ROOF SLA!3

OWEXS.ILLINOTS GLASS BLOCKS 
' 

LAXNOX STOXE. CHAUPIOX SAWS & BLADES

'AXYNIE'A! 
TOILET COMPARTMEXTS 

' 
3TEEL T

coNcaETE 6lLOa. coRN
ALUNIXUH WIXDOWS . TETAL sPECTALTIE?
CRllS . STocr TAxKs

820 5. W. Nirth Strcet Dcs Moine! 9. lowl

D E N I SO N cLAY TltE DRAIIIAGE

C(INSULTATItIl.I HETPS Y(IU

I BUITD M(IRE SALES ' '

r

Our DenIsoN Drainage engineers are con-

stantly making personal calls on Drain TiIe
Contractors in your territory to help you

build more DenIsoN Drain Tile sales' These

contractors appreciate this ser-vice and
recommend DenIsoN Clay Drain Tile. Stock
plenty now-cash-in on our complete serv-
ice.

MASON CITY, IOWA

HASON CITY BRTCK ond TILE COilPANY

I

t


