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“Do It Yourself"
Program Adopted

The Chapter public relations program,
given a vote of confidence at the annual
convention January 22, was thumped to
within an inch of its life at the April
meeting in Ames and all but abandoned.

Objectors felt that chapter members
should handle their own public relations
and claimed that architect's publicity
actually had decreased during the past
year. (Four volumes of clippings origi-
nated by the public relations committee
were not accepted as evidence to the
contrary.)

The Chapter magazine, lowa Archi-
tect, survived as an expense item after
no Chapter member would volunteer to
do it for nothing. Several pledges to
solicit additional advertising to support
the magazine have not materialized.



DRY BLOCKS

150,000 BLOCKS UNDER COVER

Concrete Masonry Units should be properly steam cured and DRY when
laid in the wall o minimize shrinkage.

In order to deliver dry blocks at all times, we have built a large steel
storage shed which will cover 150,000 units. These units will be cubed so air
will circulate around each block.

Dry l?locks. and the proper use of Contraction Joints (using our special con-
traction ioint blocks) and some Dur-O-Wal will give you substantial, beautiful
and ECONOMICAL walls.

Specify blocks stored under cover and protected on the job. We
will gladly give any assistance upon request. Do not hesitate to
call us. We are here to serve you.

BETTER BUILDING PRODUCTS SINCE 1917

IOWA CONCRETE BioCK & MATERIAL CO.

CONCRETE BLOCKS e HAYDITE BLOCKS e CONCRETE JOIST e CHANNEL ROOF SLABS
OWENS-ILLINOIS GLASS BLOCKS @ LANNON STONE e CHAMPION SAWS & BLADES
SANYRIETAL TOILET COMPARTMENTS e STEEL & ALUMINUM WINDOWS e METAL SPECIALTIES
CONCRETE SILOS e CORN CRIBS e STOCK TANKS

820 S. W. Ninth Street Des Moines 9, lowi
—~——

ACOUSTILE, with “built-in sound control”;
this load bearing unit absorbs sounds, eliminat-
ing need for costly acoustical treatment—with-
stands high compression; ecrack resistant.

INTERIOR SALT GLAZED TILE . . . Maxi-
mum quality at minimum cost. Provides extra
bheauty, extra durability, and extra insulation,
at no extra cost. Colorful, easy-to-clean walls
of buffs, tans and browns.

V SMOOTH RED FACE TILE ... Very popular
8 x 5 1/3 x 12 size for interior walls. Colorful,
smooth face. The brick for economy and beauty-

minded people.

FINE FACE BRICK . . . For color, texture,
V strength and uniformity you can’t mateh this
full line of fine face brick. Wide range of
colors and textures add charm to every interior.

Whatever your need in the finest clay products
we can serve you. Our engineers are always
ready to serve you.

THE MASON CITY BRICK AND TILE COMPANY
MASON CITY, IOWA
554 BUILDERS EXCHANGE BLDG. 433 ENDICOTT ELDG.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA
PH. GE 6-788 PH. GA 7-221

THE DES MOINES CLAY COMPANY
DES_MOINES, 1OWA

THE OTTUMWA BRICK AND TILE COMPANY

OTTUMWA, 10WA
THE OSKALOOSA CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY

OSKALOOSA, IOWA

THE REDFIELD BRICK AND TILE COMPANY

REDFIELD, IOWA

THE JOHNSTON CLAY WORKS, INC.

FORT DODGE, IOWA



Are Retained Percentages Too High?

From Florida Architect

Results of a conference of construction in-
dustry executives held in New York may prove
to be an incentive to lower building costs.
Called by the Producers’ Council and the
National Associetion of Credit Men, the meet-
ing was the second to be held this year with
the object of studying the problem of frozen
credit.

Out of the conference came a recommended
procedure, largely the work of William Stanley
Parker, F.A.lLA., of Boston, and Faneuil Adams,
L.L.B., who were consultants to the conference.

Recommendations are essentially these: Ten
per cent of payments to contractors should be
retained until the work is 759, complete; and
thereafter the retained amount should be five
per cent.

The Parker-Adams report pointed out that
the procedure applies primarily to lump sum
contracts for private work, whether bonded or
not, and is designed to conform to the re-
quirements of the A.ILA. Standard General
Conditions.

The report says, in part:

"Under average normal conditions, a reten-
tion of 10% on payments is reasonable during
the early stages of the work, but when the
work approaches substantial completion, such
retention becomes unnecessarily burdensome.
It can properly be reduced to 59, after the
entire work is 759, complete, on those divi-
sions of the work which are themselves 759,
complete. This adds an element of complica-
tion in the Application Form for subsequent
payments in order to show the retentions on
the different divisions of the work, some being
5% and some 10%. No such complications,
however, are present during the first three
quarters of the work, or after all divisions of
the work are at least 75%, complete."”

The Parker-Adams study showed that custom
on the percentages of retained payments va-
ried.

"Fifty years ago 159, was customary. Since
then it has gradually become customary to
reduce the percentage in different ways. Many
contracts now customarily use 10%. Much
government work is now based on retaining
10% until the work is half done, accumulating
a retention of 59, of the total contract price,
thereafter paying 1009 of the value of subse-
quent work. Many contracts still retain 159%,."

Following is a suggested amendment to
Article 4 of A.LA. Form A-l as proposed in
the Parker-Adams report to the conference.

Artficle 4. Progress Payments. The Owner
shall make payments on account of the Con-
tract as provided therein, as follows:

On or about the ... day of each month

ST | PR per cent of the value based on
the contract prices, of labor and materials

in the work and of materials

suitably stored at the site thereof up to the
day of that month, as estimated by
the Architect, less the aggregate of previous
payments, until such value amounts to 75%
of the contract price; thereafter the retained
percentage shall be reduced to 5% on portions
of the work more than 759, complete, retain-
ing 10% on portions not 75%, complete.

All payments are on account of the contract
price and do not constitute acceptance of any
specific portions of the work. Full payment of
the retained percentage on a portion of the
work satisfactorily completed prior to the com-
pletion of the entire work may be made sub-
ject to the approval of the Architect upon
submission of evidence that all payrolls, ma-
terial bills, and other indebtedness connected
with the work have been paid, and, if required,
the submission of a written quarantee or bond
covering correction of defects that may later
be discovered in the materials or labor or
operating requirements as required by the
contract.

incorporated

Governor To
Name Committee?

Governor Leo Hoegh will be asked to
name a committee of lowa Architects
to assist in the preservation of the state
capitol building in Des Moines.

The suggestion was made at the
spring meeting in Ames. Several months
ago the Governor was asked in a formal
letter from the chapter to appoint a
committee of architects to study the
school building problem in the state.
The letter was never answered.

Hospital Exhibit

An architectural exhibit of hospitals
will be held at the 57th Annual Conven-
tion of the American Hospital Associa-
tion in Atlantic City, N. J., Sept. 19-22.
Entry forms and information may be ob-
tained from the A.LA. Entry blanks and
fees must be submitted by Aug. I.

Carl Sandburg, poet, will be made an
honorary member of the A.I.A. in recog-
nition of his outstanding contributions
to the field of art.



Out Of A Hat

A Des Moines material supplier

deserves congratulations for the fair
method used in
selecting an ar-
chitect tor a new
office building
the firm will con-
struct.

The names of
all Des Moines
architectural
firms were put in
a hat. Chapter
president Griffith
was called in to
Out of the hat came

Woodburn and O'Neal. That settled
the matter.

Architect Woodburn is pictured
here wearing the proper expression
for such occasions.

draw a name.

Bill Parish Reports:
"Hard Times A-Comin" "

Architect William Parish had his fin-
ger directly on the pulse of conditions
in the building industry recently when he
spent an hour in the office of Walt
Moeller, secretary of the Master Build-
ers of lowa.

Parish reports that his conversation
with Moeller was first interrupted when
an MBI member came in to borrow $5.

"He didn't get it," says Parish. "I
don't know whether the loan was too
big or the credit rating too low.

"He had hardly disappeared when
another member burst into the room
and wanted $!| to get his car out of a
parking lot.

"He got it. Maybe the amount was
down to a level the MBI could handle,
or perhaps the story was more plausible.
| suggest we had better start checking
our bidders closely."

(Editors Note: This is just about the first
unsolicited news item lowa Architect ever has
received from a Chapter member.)

Swimming Pool Equipment

]
Filters

~

For Information
Write or Call

Vacuum and Pressure Diatomite

Zeolite Softeners

Chemical Feeders

WATERITE CO.

OMAHA, NEBR.
Phone Pleasant 5582
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AMES MEETING
"You Are There"

Service

SCOREBOARD

lowa Architect will list all reported
public service activities by Chapter
members. Since the last issue:

John Brooks addressed the Des Moines
Real Estate Board.

Amos Emery addressed the
group.

Dighton Smith addressed Career Day
groups at schools in Britt, Eagle Grove
and Storm Lake.

same

Dwight Kirsch, director of the Des
Moines Art Center, spoke on architec-
ture at Grand View College, recently.
He pointed out that today's architect
"thinks in terms of space to live in."

STUDENT AWARDS

Outstanding lowa State architecture
students received the following awards
at the annual spring meeting of the lowa
Chapter A.LLA. in Ames:

Frank C. Aukerman received the $100 Karl
Keffer award. Richard F. Hansen received
the Alpha Rho Chi medal and the School
Medal of the A.ILA. Donald H. Luethje re-
ceived the runner-up award for outstanding
scholarship.  James L. Merry received the
Architecture Faculty Freshman award. Carl D.
Meyer received the Charles Frederick Bowers
award. Alfred H. Miller won the Durant and
Burquist $50 prize. Paul A. Moore won the
$25 A.LLA. Student Chapter award. Frederick
H. Wolf received the Architecture Faculty
Sophomore award.

Member William Lockard has been
elected president of the Decorah Ro-
tary Club. Congratulations on accept-
ing a public service post, Bill.



"This | Believe”

By Bob Savage

Because of lack of years | cannot
speak with the same background of
achievements as previous contributors
to this series, so | may be naive in the
belief that architects (in particular,
architects of lowa) have not served the
purpose they were intended to serve.

Since | was a boy during the bad de-
pression years it is difficult for me to
understand the inhibitions of some older
members who can remember the hard-
ships of those days.

Figures such as: 136 lowa architects
of 574 registered fo practice in lowa;
| architect per 20,000 people (many
states with 5,000 people per architect)
make it apparent that a great dollar
volume of construction, not only housing,
has no professional service at all, or is
done by out-of-state architects. Is it
the lack of a practice law, poor design
work, suspicious chapter members,
tainted ethics, or what. Whatever it is
should be overcome.

Architects have no '"Oath of Hip-
pocrates” like the medical men, but,
idealistic as it may seem, | believe we
have similar responsibilities and obliga-
tions. We have the responsibility of
protecting the public's health, safety,
and welfare through the construction
industry. We must do this by creating
better physical environments for people,
by designing structurally sound build-
ings, and by working continually for
legislation that will make such goals
possible.

Finally, the people must understand
our goals and aims and how we intend
to achieve them. A few will learn from
the individual architects (I in 20,000)
but more will learn through a combined
organized effort in honest PUBLIC RE-
LATIONS. This cannot be done by just
good thoughts.

The Architectural Record has re-
quested a copy of lowa Architect for
use in a feature on Chapter publica-
tions.

The lowa Chapter, A.lLA., extends
deepest sympathy to member James
Lynch on the death of his wife,
Connie.

OFFICE CHANGES: Joinin g

Smith-Voorhees-Jensen-Silleto & Asso-
ciates during the past eight months
were Werner "Dutch' Zarnikow and
Harold Richey, both draftsmen; Jack
Bouse, mechanical engineer; Dick Bab-
cock, specification writer; and Ray
Thurston, landscape architect. Arthur A.
Lindgren joined Savage & Ver Ploeg.
Derwood Quade joined Keffer Associ-
ates.

The Gold Medal, highest professional
honor given by the A.lLA., has been
awarded to Willem Marinus Dudok of
Hilversum, Holland. Architect Dudok
spoke to lowa architects in a special
meeting arranged last year by Leonard

Wolf.

Fleetlite

America’s Finest

Windows Provide:

Superior insulation needed for
economical air-conditioning.
Owner’s ideal of convenience
and easy operation.

Absolute minimum of mainte-
nance.

Quick handling, easy installa-
tion.

Double, double-hung and dou-
ble slide windows available in
all sizes.

Complete details in Sweet’s
Catalog.

DES MOINES FACTORY
2001 Maple St.
Phone 62-3484




JOHNSON MACHINE WORKS, INC.
'MACHINISTS WELDERS

We fabricate all types of metals

318 No. | Ith Street Phones 109 and 291

CHARITON, IOWA

Westinghouse Electric Supy,

The New Westinghouse Electric Supply Company building in
Des Moines is another example of building for warehouse and
office with ADEL CLAY PRODUCTS. The front is Adel Red
Norman Face Brick with spandrels of Buff Norman. Rear and
sides are Adel 5x 12 Face Tile. Ringland-Johnson Inc., Des
Moines, was the contractor.

In all your building plans specify ADEL’S masonry building
materials for greater client satisfaction.

ADEL CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY

101 Ashworth Road P. O. Box 85 West Des Moines 9, Iowa

Member Structural Clay Products Institute




GRAVEL FILL

COPPER MESH OR
BUILDING PAPER

DRAIN TILE

Too much emphasis cannot be placed on the need for drainage
around the structure where unsightliness or damage will result
from the penetration of water. In many cases, proper drainage
would be all that is needed to nreserve the structure or to protect
the interior. Except in well drained soil, usually sandy or gravelly,
it is advisable to place drain tile near the bottom of exterior base-
ment walls, foundations and footings. Drain tile of 4-in. to 6-in. in
most cases will be sufficient. The tile should be laid with a slope
of not less than & in. per foot, preferably keeping the high point
below the elevation of the basement floor, with the low ends of the
drain at approximately the same grade as the bottom of the footing.

This drain tile should be carefully laid on firm even bearing with
no traps. The ends should be butted together and in no case more
than 14 in. apart. The top half of the joints should be covered with
a strip of copper mesh or building paper approximately 4 in. wide
before the backfill is placed.

Drains around the foundations of a building are usually in two
parts or systems, meeting at a common low point and then carried
into or connected with a drainage outlet. An ideal fill over the
foundation drain tile is one composed of coarse gravel or stone at
the bottom, grading through medium to sand near the top. Backfill
for the first couple of feet above the tile should be carefully placed,
not dumped, to avoid breakage.

FOOTING
DRAINAGE

Structural Clay Products Institute

REGION 6 AMES,

IOWA
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(UTTTTTTHTHTIS

stry Council Report

(John Brooks, F.A.L.A., has prepared
the following report of matters particu-
larly affecting architects, discussed at
a meeting of the Joint Industry Co-
operative Council in July.)

The following specification matters
should be observed by the Design Pro-
fessions:

I. Specifications should be broken
down info small and accurate sections
which will allow sub-contractors and
suppliers to bid the entire section. Par-
ticular attention was called to the diffi-
culty caused by including such special
doors as Modernfold, Horn Partitions
and some Overhead doors in the Mill-
work Section.

2. All field painting should be con-
fined to the Painting Section, leaving
only factory priming or factory finished
items outside that section.

3. Brick allowances should

(Continued on page 6)

state



PREMOULDED MEMBRANE FOR DRY FLOORS

Architects, over the years, have specified many different methods of eliminating moisture
penetration in concrete slabs poured on grade. Some have been fairly satisfactory, but in
most cases cost has been very high.

"Sealtite" Premoulded Membrane is a semi-rigid, asphalt cored, board equal to 600 sheets
of duplex paper. It comes in 4 x 8 sheets; is lapped 6” and sealed together with Catalytic
Asphalt. It is laid on any level fill and concrete floor is poured directly on the Membrane.
"Sealtite'" will absorb aggregate shock and foot traffic without rupturing and keeps floors
absolutely dry.

"Corktite'" Perimeter Insulation is a quality material which fully meets all basic requirements.
It is impermeable, large sheets reduces number of joints, has extremely high rate of recovery
after compression and a high "K" factor.

Premoulded Membrane and Corktite are carried in stock at our
warehouse. It is the cheapest way to build a dry floor and we

°".‘ believe it is the best. Send for catalog if you do not have one.
- ?é' g BETTER BUILDING PRODUCTS SINCE 1917

EoWA CONCRETE BROCK & MATERIAL CO.

CONCRETE BLOCKS ® HAYDITE BLOCKS e CONCRETE JOIST @ CHANNEL ROOF SLABS
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820 S. W. Ninth Street Des Moines 9. lowi

D ENISON CLAY TILE DRAINAGE
. CONSULTATION HELPS YOU
. BUILD MORE SALES . . .

Our DenIsoN Drainage engineers are con-
stantly making personal calls on Drain Tile
Contractors in your territory to help you
build more DenIsoN Drain Tile sales. These
contractors appreciate this service and
recommend DenIsoN Clay Drain Tile. Stock
plenty now—cash-in on our complete serv-
ice.

MASON CITY BRICK and TILE COMPANY
MASON CITY, IOWA




