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Owens-lilinois TOPLITE ...

Skylights, over the years, have been a headache for Architects. How-
ever, the new Toplite, manufactured by Owens-Illinois, we believe
removes every bad feature formerly found. They are scientifically
designed to transmit just the right amount of light and heat at every
season of the year.

They are delivered already fabricated so you can be sure they are
structurally sound and cannot leak. Because of the two heavy glass
faces each reinforced by ribs, it is practically impossible to break the
glass units, thus eliminating the necessity of wire shields.

If you would like to know more about Toplite, we will be glad to
send you a circular and arrange to have an Owens-Illinois expert call
upon you.

BETTER BUILDING PRODUCTS SINCE 1917

EA é@Ncan BrocCK & MaTERAL CO.

CONCRETE BLOCKS e HAYDITE BLOCKS e CONCRETE JOIST e CHANNEL ROOF SLABS
OWENS-ILLINOIS GLASS BLOCKS ®© LANNON STONE e CHAMPION SAWS & BLADES
SANYMETAL TOILET COMPARTMENTS e STEEL & ALUMINUM WINDOWS e METAL SPECIALTIES
CONCRETE SILOS @ CORN CRIBS @ STOCK TANKS

820 S. W. Ninth Street Des Moines 9, lowi




IOWA ARCHITECT
Volume 1 Deteber, 19%4 Number 4
American Institute of Architects

Officers, 1954

President 0, He Thorson
Waterloo
Vice President Gerald I, Griffith

Des Moines

Secretary 3tanley C. Ver Ploeg
Des Moinesg

Treasurer Clair Weintsz
Des Moines

Direetors
James Walsh Speacer
William Parish Davenport
Fugene 0'Neil Des Moines

Public and Professional Information Committee

Robert B, Savage, Chairman Des Moines

James Walsh Spencer

Don HMcKecwm Ames

Willlam Woodbur:a Des Moines

Faul Skiles Des Moines
¥k e 4

"Towa Architect™ is published bi-monthly fer
Towa Chapter, American Institute of Architects,
and malled without chargs. Appearance of names
and pictures of products or services in editor-
ial or advertising copy does not constitute en-
dersement of eilther the A:I.A., or this chapter.
Editor: Robert E. Savage, 931 59th Street, Des
Moines, Iowa.

et



an_a
'-1 —-—-.—-—\- T i

o A G Paa

* In Nemo““am i

e LS LD MDA N B A
e T P A e 3

Xarl Keffer has stopped practising Architec-
ture and is now performing in ine Elysian Fields
where deadlineg are unknowm, and whers there are

no defaults, substitutions, or rejections., Xarl
had long pretended that he would retire in favor
of a leisurely existence in Des Moines, Califoxr-
nia, and Minnesota; but he had led too active a
life for that lessonod pace to have fully grat-
ified him >

His start in Architecture, in the early days
of the twentieth century, took place at a time
when youth was a serious handicap to acceptance
by the public. His entire life-was a struggle;
first to overcome this drawback, later to exe-
cute the many commissions which came to him; for
ne always dominated the firm which he headed,
and may be said to have been personally respon-

ible for more school buildings than any other
man in the state of Iowa,

He became a solid symbol of the successful
architect. He responded to the need for main-
taining the Profession by training in his office
a number of men who are today practising on
their own; and by contributing generous funds tc
the Department of Architecture at lowa State
College for scholarship.

He cooperated with fellow architects in
causes Uhere he could be most effective, such as
Commltteeo Ha was alvays con31dorate of hls
fellow practitioners. His decisions on contro-
versial matters were always considered fair by
both clients and contractors.

Karl Keffer was never spectacular, He be-
lieved in sound Architecture and forthrightness
in business and profegsional dealings. The
Profesgion of Architecture, which necessarily
must contain visionaries, will miss this sturdy
middle~-of~-the-roader.

- By John Brooks
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HERE'S HOW THE CANDIDATES FOR GOVERNCR
STAND ON ISSUES THAT WILL INTEREST YOU

Twe committees repreconting the Iowa Chapter,
2LoAL, interviewed Attorney General ILeo Hoegh,
epublican candidate for governor, and Polk
sounty Attorney Clyde Herring, Democratic candi-
ate for the same office; on Monday, Sept. 13.
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The purpose of the interviews was to leamm
the candidates® views on cervain issues that
are important to the general public welfare and
of interest to Architects,

Hoegh met the Architect's committee in the -
State House and Herring met the committee in the
Polk County Court House. Both candidates re-
celved your representatives graciously and gave
the impression that the visits were welcome and
appreciated.

Fach candidate answered identical questions

put to him by the committees. Following are the
guestions and summaries of each candidateis
ansverss:

What is your opinion of a State Building
Code?

Hoegh said he feels Iowa should "catch up"®
with other states in the matter of a Building
Code which; he pointed out, would be in line
with current trends and would be no expense to
the public. He feels it is one of the respone
gibilities of the State Iegislature to "guide"

Ulie people in building, He Tavors a State
Builiding Ceode, if not the one presented rre-
et e {2, P ek W o :

viously, then, at i2as5t, a revised version.
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Herring said he favors a State Bullding Code-
He agreed that the absence of a Code lets down
the bars for poor design and structure. He
feels a State Code would eliminate "confusion®
and afford protection for the public.

What is your cpinion of strengthening the
present archltect's licensing law to exclude un-~
qualified persons from the practice of architec-
ture, and to protect the safety and welfare of
the public?

Herring said he recognized the right of ar-
chitects, as well as of any other group, to pro-
tect their profession by means of strengthening
their 1;cen°e law., He said he felt such a move
would ' rebound to the protection of the general
public® He agreed that only registered archl
tects should be allowed to practice above a cer-
tain level of building.

Hoegh said he believed the law should be
strengthened; but that any change should not up-
set those now practicing. He pointed out that a
poor professional man can hurt the public and
that a practice law is essential. He said he
Telt a strengthened law would prevent a lot of
harm tc innccent persons.

(In answer to an added question, Hoegh said
he felt the several thousand dollars in archi-
tect's annual registration fees now held by the
state could be used to purchase an architectural
reference library and supplies if the law is
changed to allow such a move. He felt there
would be no objection from the legislature to
this use of the funds.)

Do you favor "e~'ulation that would provide
state ald GO communivies wr.~nie uo ou¢¢d needed
schools, or; do you Tavor legislation that would

increase limits of bonded indebitedness?



Hoegh said he is a strong believer in state
aid to schools and feels additional money should
be made available for eduncation from state in-
core and sales tax funds, because many now make
no contribution to school support through prop-
erty taxes. He doubts that state aid could be
expanded to cover construction. He feels the
State legislature could not be led to appropri-
ate money for construction. He feels school
district re-organization should be encouraged
and thinks raising the limits of bonded indebt-
edness "is absolutely nccessary®.

Herring charged that Iowa now ranks forty-
fifth in the nation in the amount of state aid
to schools. He accused the Republican adminis-
tration of using sales tax funds for highways
that should be used for schools and old age
assistance.

He said the solution to state aid to schools
may be in an over-all state millage which would
be returned tc the schools on the basis of aver-
gge daily attendance.

He sald he did not favor Pederal aid to
schools. "I know there is a tendency to look to
Washington; but I think we have the potential
here in Iowa to solve many of our own problems”,
Herring said.

Do _you feel the State Interim Commititee is
asurping the powers of the State Board of
Eduecation?

Herving said he feels "there is no gquestion
that the Interim Committec is taking on the
powers of the board of Education”. He said the
committee's szystem of andits and pre-audits
"ereates too many wheels within wheels in state
government®.



He said the state institutions should be
allowed to "begin risght now" to expand their
vhysical plants in order to take care of the
increased enrollments 10 or 12 years from now.

Herring called members of the State Roard of
Edvnecation “"high-type individnals who shonld
nave the power to rwm the state schools®,

s committee bv
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x¢ TWhat do you ufl.u
=t a state architeect?® The gquestion ha not
been asked due to a feollng that the "“bgevt
should not be brought to public attention until
it seems necessary Lo do so.
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(Herring then surprised hi
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(The architects told Herring they were, of
sourse, against such an appointment., "It would
:eg;p & trend toward sierility", Ed. Wetherell

told Herring. Ile pointed out that a private
architectural tirm must be efficient to survive
while that wecuid net be the case with a state
architects oifice.

(Hcrring agreed. "1 would not want to see
11 of our state bul‘ﬂln gs coming out of the

e mold", he said. "We need so much new de=
sign and ‘construetion ;n our state buildings”,
he eommentedu,
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Hoegli, 1n answefling e gquesvion on the
state Interim Committee, said he feels the
ﬁmm1+Tee "'should not usuvp the vowers of the
tate Board of Education®

He believes the Interim Commithee shonld

locate emergen01es and needs in state schools,
gxovrda guidance; and see that the institutions
“get Thelr money's worth"., The commities '
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ocut through an agreement between the Interim
Committee and the State Board of Eduecation.

Members of the architect's committee calling
on Hoegh were Charles Silletto,; FEugene O’Weilb

Ames Emery, Wayne Lyon and Robert Save age

Interviewing Herring were Ed. Wetherell
Charles Spooner and Bon Hullihan.

Beyond learnicg the candidates? views on
several problems, this particular preject had
an important result in that it made both can-
didates for Iowa governor aware of architects
as an organlzed group. Several wembers ol LLe

commitiees relt vhat the candidates had not
been particularly conscious of architeets prior
to the meetings.

In addition; the comments of The candidates
on the Interim Committee guestion were inciuded
in a nevws story which was printed by the Des
Mo'nes Register and carried by the state news
wire services. The candidates? opinions on the
state aid problem were incorporated in a second
news svory which has been mailed to papers out
in the state.
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died in Des Moines ewrly in
UkhaD AT 8L September at the aze of 8i. WNr.
Gage worked as an architect for
2% years in New York; N.Y.; and in Des Moines.
Tn Nes Maines he was emnl aved by Smith and
Gutterson, and later: hv urnnﬁfﬂﬁ‘r Bird and
Rawsen. b, Gage retlred 23 years ago.
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THIS I BELIEVE: The third in a series of
articles in which members of the Iowa
Chapter, A.I.A. express their convictions
about the Profession.

L )
"Do As I Say, Not As I Do¥

By Leonard Wolf
If you will assume for a few minutes that all

11 with Architectural education, we may
ed.

An Architect is a professional man. He is
not an artist. lie is not a business ran. He
must have some of the qualities of both. The
irchitect has responsibilities to his client, to
the public and to the profession. Since he has
certain responsibilities, he nust have the
authority required to carry them outb.

The public is as understanding of the Archi-
tect and what he does as the Architect is of the
public. What do we as Architects !mow about the
man on the street? Very 1little I would say. How
can wWe carry out our responsibility to the pub-
iie if we don't know him? Ve should get better
sequainted with owr publiics

The purpose of an Architect's Registration
faw is to mrobect the »ublic, not the Architects.
Our registration boards have developed a some-
what reasonable procecedurc for determining tech-
nical competance. Further attention must be
given by everyone in the Profession in develop-
g ways and means for deternining whe ther a
candidate will conduct hinself as a professional
Architect and not as a business man or artisih.

in Towa. We have

> e nore ArcnltecTt 1
Architects in 20 te 25 of Iowa's counties. IF
we had Architects in 50 of Icwa's 99 counties,
the public would be better served. It will take
vigorous young men with a mission in life to es-
tablish some of these offices. Are you "old
Timers” letting them get fat and lazy?



Our present supply of Architects skim off
the cream of construction work in the state., It
takes whole milk, however, tc build sturdy
bodies, good teeth and general good health. We
as a profession; should have a hand in a larger
and larger percent of the building construction
in the state for our cun professionzl health.

The client expects an Architect to see to it
that his new building is designed and built so
that the roof doesn't leak, walls won't have
cracks, basement is never damp, and that all
mechanical equipment works perfectly - regard-
less!

if an Architect successfully accomplishes the
above and also has done an excellent job of
planning and design - then the owner generally
will want to take credit for the whole job. He
generally will distribute a little credit to the
Architect and others connected with the job from
time to time. Even if the newspaper doesn’t
print your name - don't worry - your public re-
lations are A +.

What we as Architects must do is get together
more olften, let our hair down, and pool ocur
knowledge on how to prevent leaky roofs, cracked
walls, damp basements and so forth. If we are
professional men we must be willing to teach as
well as learn., This is one of our responsibil-
ities to the Profession. If we can zet the
rroblems like those above out of our hair, then
more attention can be given to planning and de-.

sign,

In our great desire for nore recognition, we
must never forget that our preofessional reputa-
tion and our publie relations ecan never be any
oetler than our work as plammers and desligners.

n hitecture that we do can be our best pube-
iic relations counsel.

I
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The practice of Xarl Keffer Associates will
be continued by Waldo Dean and Thomas Atherton
who, Tor many years, have been assogiated with

the Keffer firm as architects,
Q
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A COMMENT FROM THE FRESS Complaints from Chap-
ter members that

ON CREDIT TO ARCHITECTS  architectural firms

' of'ten are not mention-

ed in news stories and pictures concerming new

buildings led your public rclations committee to

(,-u:cz*r"q N2 van’rcq;sn'hg*?f‘iwrp At e dad 'l:r MrAGS Ay
egentative of the daily press on

the subjoets

The City DLditor of the Des lMoines Register
was askeds:s "Is it a poliey or practice of the
Liegister to delete names of architects Trom
news stories?”

His answer: “Absolutely not." The editor ex-
vlained that the Register considers the archi-
tect's name to be a part of any news report or
picture on new eonstruc‘cionc

ig ﬁh Te in the fi rst place, he said. BLTU

e architect’s name 1s not in the story or
report received by the paper, the paper will
not go ocut of its way to dig up the name of the
architect,

fle was talking aoou? stories that come to the
Register from its part-tine correspondents
arownd the state. Th,J may neglect to ask for
the architect's name or the owner releasing the
. o

')

story may negiecs Lo give ite
. & &

This information seems o indicate that ar-
chitects will pLoflt by gently schoolnng owners

that the name of his architect is a2 part of any

LufOl“QClOﬂ he may release con the new construce
tion.

Another approach would be for The architect
to send material e newspaper concerned
{information on iidirng, pictures, etc.)
with the reguesst the material be held pend-
ing an official e of information by the
owner. The meteri h id

- b -
eén ¢ould be used as
A TR 4 ] ? % R Tl
additional, helpnful ckzround,



BROCKS REPORTS ON John Brooks, FAIA, return-
ing from a recent trip to
GSA ASSTGNMENTS Washington, D.C,, had the

following information re-
garding future architectural work to be assign-
ed through the General Services Administration.

About all architectural work under control of
GSA will e farmed out to private architectural
firms. The work will be assigned to & Tirm in
the area in which the work is to be done, and
vhen it is necessary tc assign architects to a
job, all firms in the area will be circularized
regarding the size and qualifications of their
organization,

Concerning recent news items about the conm-
bined Council Bluffs Court House and Post OFf-
fice, Brooks said nothing has been done about
selection of an architect as the Act concerning
the work was not passed until late July which
left no time for Congress to approve specific
projects. Nothing will be done now until late
January, 1955, when Congress reconvenes and the
specific project is approved and the Director of
Budget assigns the money.

As soon as the Council Bluffs job becomes a
project it will be determined what is a logical
area for selection of an architect. The area
will not include Omaha or Nebraska, The archi-
tectural firms will be circularized when the
time comess

A1l commmications with GSA prior to that +im
will become dead paper to clutter files. Big
Jobs will be assigned to large firms and smaller
jobs to smaller firms, Brooks said.

EE

Congratulations to William Lockard (and Mrs.
Lockardl), Decorah, on the birth of their son,
Abrem William, late in August. Proud pop broke
the happy news by posting a sign in front of his
office and the Decorah newspaper dropped around
to take a picture... '
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