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DIMONDEK'
METATROOFING
Roll formed in Howoii for immediote delivery

. Conceoled onchors eliminote fosteners through ponel

. Preformed seoms locl< together withouf speciol seoming tool

. Flooting onchors ollow for exponsion ond controction

. Long lengths eliminote end lops in most coses

. Avoiloble in prepointed steel, oluminum, sroinless steel ond copper
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EARLE,I,I.,ORGENSEN CO.
STEEL. CULVERT . FASTENERS . GALVANIZING . ROLL FORMING

2655 Voiwoi Loop. Honolulu, Howoii 96820 ' (808) 836-1611
Neighbor lslonds Coll 1 -800- 352-3612
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Headlines

lVlegatrends

by Lewis lngleson
President, Hawaii Society/AlA

Recently, I have been reading
Megatrends, a new book by John
Naisbitt. The book describes the
ten major trends that will transform
our lives between now and the year
2000. Naisbitt is the public mem-
ber of the board of directors of the
National AIA and is also scheduled
as one of the keynote speakers at
our 1983 National Convention in
New Orleans. The book is easy
reading and puts into perspective
many of the seemingly bewildering
happenings reported daily by the
media. Although we may be dis-
mayed and confused by many of
the events happening around us,
seeing these events in the context
of larger trends provides us with
insight and understanding.

One major nationwide trend, ac-
cording to Naisbitt, is the move
from a strong centralized govern-
ment to stronger local govern-
ments. lndicative of this is the rela-
tive stability in the number of fed-
eral employees as opposed to the
enormous growth recently in the
size of state and local govern-
ments. Certainly, a national gov-
ernment is necessary, particularly
with respect to defense and foreign
affairs. However, as we all know, it
is nearly impossible for a gigantic
centralized government to respond
adequately to the needs of its citi-
zens at the local level. The same is
true to a lesser extent at the state
level. Even our city/county system
does not always respond appropri-
ately or sensitively to the needs of
its people.

The establishment of the neigh-
borhood board system in Hawaii is
one indication of this trend on the
local scene. At times, neighbor-
hood boards seem to be just
another layer of government to be
contended with as our Projects go
through the multi-level Permit
process so prevalent in Hawaii.
However, if Naisbitt is correct in his
predictions, we will ProbablY see

the neighborhood boards re-
placing some of the functions cur-
rently performed at the city level,
thus reducing the layers of bureau-
cracy. Perhaps the neighborhood
boards are the vanguard of a sys-
tem of government akin to the old
town meeting concept which I find
very hopeful and heartening after
so many years of the "big is better"
syndrome. A smaller organization
can respond more appropriately to
the needs of its "customers."

However, as in most human af-
fairs, there may be a troublesome
side to this trend. Naisbitt points
out that there is also a trend from
representative to participatory
democracy.. The apparent popu-
larity of initiative and referendum,
as well as neighborhood boards is
indicative of this trend. With time,
more and more of the decisions
currently being made by the legis-
lative and executive branches will
be made by the people directly.
Thus, it may be difficult to know
with certainty that the permit is-
sued yesterday will be valid tomor-
row (shades of Nukoli'i!).

All in all, these are exciting and
yeasty times. I highly recommend
Megatrends to you. You may not
agree or like the trends John Nais-
bitt writes about, but I think you will
find it fascinating reading. lt will
certainly shed a great deal of light
on the events of our times. tA
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Evidence lhot plosler lends itsel{ well 1o sculp-
iure, moulding work, iexluring ond contour'
ing con be noled by o visit to "Kings Villoge"
in Woikiki.

Only ploster con be pushed, scrotched,
brushed, splottered, molded ond roked into

on infinite voriety of con{igurotions through
iechniques well known lo iourneymen plos-

lerers.

The orchitecturol versotility of plosler oc-
hieved the individuolily oI the vorious shops

ond buildings in the villoge cluster, yel they
ore united os o whole in lhe use of losting
quolity ond low-moinlenonce Portlond Ce-

menl Ploster.

Plaster lnforrnation - 0on Morganella

PACIFIC EUREAU fot
LATHITTG & PLASTEBIITG

905 Umi Ph.847432r

Keeping
}lawaii
Plastered

E'IUILtr'TNGig,
Economy
and good looks
in metal buildings

Pre-engineered
metal buildinss-
i ndustrial, conimercial;
recreational.
Clear-span, post-free
interiors. Surprisingly
low cost.

For more information and
{ree quotations call:

533-7421 4ol Kamakee St
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