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er-niiion norei in 
Dallas, Tex. Architect: W. E 
Tabler; engineer: Seelye, 
Stevenson, Volue & Knecht, 
both of New York City; con-
froctor: R. E. McKee, Dallas 

A N D 

r L O O R S 

. . . e c o n o m i c a l construction for modern hotels 

The three-wing, 18-story Statler-Hilton Hotel in 
Dallas, Texas is the most economical hotel built 
in recent years by this international hotel chain. 

The main reason for this economy was the use of 
reinforced concrete frame and floor construction with 
a flat plate floor design. 

Designers' cost comparisons showed that this type 
of construction was far more economical than any 
other. And additional savings resulted from the fact 
that flat plate design reduced the total building 
height. This shortened the runs needed for all heat­
ing, ventilating and pipe installations, lowered par­
tition heights and reduced the plastering yardage. 

Reinforced concrete frame and floor construction 
ofi"ers unusual opportunities to designers. In this 
hotel, for example, the floors were cantilevered out 
to both sides of each wing from two rows of interior 
supporting columns. 

The economy, strength, durability and firesafety of 
concrete frame and floor construction account for its 
growing popularity. Write for free illustrated litera­
ture, distributed only in United States and Canada. 

P O R T L A N D C E M E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
6 1 1 G r a v i e r S t . , N e w O r l e a n s 1 2 , L o u i s i a n a 

A notional orgonizotion to improve and extend the uses of portlond cement and 
concrete . . . through scientific research and engineering Held work 



Colorado A. & M. College 
New Engineering Building 
Ft. Collins, Colorado 
Architect: James M. Hunter, A 

Boulder, Colorado 
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Specify A T L A S 

P O R C E L O 
L c r w " C O S T 

•Pi'. 

mmm mm 

ZINC CRIP PAIS-r CUP 

INSULATING COlU 

ACMMIVf UNU 

•A-ENAMSL" POftCELAlN 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l P o r c e l a i n E n a m e l B u i l d i n g P a n e l s 

A T L A S P O R C E L O P A N E L S are low in cost—with 
no sacrifice in quality! Here is a practical arch­
itectural porcelain enamel panel that permits 
the versatility so desirable today in Cur! i i n 
Wall design and construction. 

Available in a variety of standard panels—or 
custom-made. Lightweight, but structural in 
strength. Weather-proof, corrosion-protected 
and fully insulated. 32 lifetime colors, gloss or 
semi-matte. Installation fast and simple. Low 
initial cost—low erection cost! 

Call your A T L A S Distributor today. He is ful ly 
qualified to give you complete data on P O R C E L O 

PANELS—as well as on the many other types of 
architectural porcelain enamel produced by 
A T L A S . Ask him for your copy of the A T L A S 
Curtain Wall File. 

A T L A S E N A M E L I N C C O . , i n c . 

2021 North Broadway, St. Louis 6, Mo. 

P H O N E : C h e s t n u t 1 - 0 5 7 7 

See our catalog in Sweet's Architectural File 

M F R S A G E N T S W A N T E D 
Must be able to read blue prints and 
make takeoffs. Address inquiry direct 
to Atlas Enameling Co., Inc., St. Louis 
6. Mo. 

12,200 square feef of Porcelo Panels were used in the construction 
of the New Enaineerino Rnildino. nt Colorado A. & M. College. 



Architects 
and 

J o h n W o o d 

P E N F I E L D 

WATER HEATERS 

are giving their 
customers more 
hot water for 
less money than 
ever before 

g i v / e 

COST 
PEP 

GALLON 
H o f I v J a l e r 

Harry Cash Company Ine 
2312 Scenic Highway 

B A T O N R O U G E 

Vhone E L g i n 7 - 1 4 6 9 

A R C H I T E C T and B U I L D E R 
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Howard M. Dodge 
District M a n a g e r 

333 No. Michigan A v e . 
C h i c a g o , Illinois 

The G u l f States A r c h i t e c t and Builder is 
published monthly at 1391 High land Road, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana by Delta Publications, 
Inc. Subscription Rates to all architects , en­
gineers, contractors, draftsmen students, and 
members of recognized construction industry 
trade a s s o c i a t i o n s — I - y e a r $3.50; 2-years 
$6.00; 3-years $8.00. For all others $5.00 per 
year. Fifty cents per single copy. Al l corres­
pondence relative to Editoria l a n d Adver ­
tising Information should be addressed to 
the publication. Post O f f i c e Box 301, Ba­
ton Rouge, Louisiana. Editorial O f f i c e s — 
3152 Perkins Road, Baton Rouge, a n d Suite 
100, 816 Howard Ave . , New Orleans , L a . 
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names in the news 

new books 
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18 

C O V E R 

Gallier Hall (Formerly Old City Hall Building) 
New Orleans 

See Story—Pages 13-15 

D E C E M B E R , 1958 



Hallmark 
of 

This metal plaque appears only 
on homes that meet modern re­
quirements for e lectr ical l iving. 

Comfort 
It's Impor tant that a new 

home provides full electr ical 

facilities for good value and 

solid, electrical l ivabi l i ty. 

You can be sure the homes 

that carry the new Live Bet­

ter Electrically Medal l ion — 

the hallmark of excellence in 

electrical l iving — have the 

facil it ies to make home life 

more comfor tab le . 

Make sure the homes you 

build or design qual i fy as 

medallion homes—that they 

have plenty of electrical out­

lets for bet ter l ivabi l i ty now 

and in the future. 

For more i n f o r m a t i o n 

about the advantages o f 

bui lding medall ion homes 

contact the Sales Depart­

ment of Gul f States. W e ' l l 

be happy t o serve you. 

Live BeHer . . . Electrically 

Letters 
Please address all communica­

tions to The Editors, P. O. Boa: 
301, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

• First of all, congratulations to 
you upon the presentation of the An­
nual Journalism Award by the 
Shreveport Chapter of the A.I.A. In 
my opinion, the presentation could 
not have been made to a more de­
serving person. 

Your work in the Gulf States has 
done much to enhance the reputation 
of architects in general and of course 
encourages acceptance and under­
standing by the general public of 
good architectural practice. 

I also want to cast my personal 
vote for you because of the work 
you have done to increase the under­
standing between architects and sup­
pliers. 

C. W. Abendroth 
Vice President 

Robbins Flooring Company. 
Reed City. Michigan 

COMMENT 

• Your receipt of the Annual Jour­
nalism Award from the Shreveport 
Chapter. A.I.A. pleases all of your 
good friends, among which we hope 
we are numbered. 

I truly believe it's just the first of 
a series of awards you're going to 
receive throughout a successful pub­
lishing career. 

Allan R. Brent 
Vice President 

Herbert S. Benjamin Associates, Inc. 
Baton Rouge 

• Please send us four additional 
copies of your November issue for 
use in mailing to our friends. 

We especially like the article by 
David H. Morgan on "The Architect 
in Civic Affairs" which appeared in 
that issue. 

Also please enter our name for a 
two years subscription to your maga­
zine. 

D. L. Eberhaidt 
Jackson, Tennessee 

ADVERTISERS 
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I r ece i ved a b rochure this week f r o m an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ca l led "The Society o f Amer­
i can Reg i s t e red A r c h i t e c t s , I n c o r p o r a t e d " . 
Their headqua r te rs Is in A t l a n t a . 

A c c o r d i n g to the b rochu re , anyone who 
is a r e g i s t e r e d a r c h i t e c t may b e c o m e a 
m e m b e r of the o rgan i za t i on . That is the 
on l y r e q u i r e m e n t . 

N o n e o f t he o f f i cers o f this o rgan iza t ion 
are members o f the A m e r i c a n Ins t i tu te of 
A r c h i t e c t s and whi le t he b rochure does not 
m e n t i o n the A . I . A . it infers t ha t the Insti­
t u t e is fo r specia l p r i ve lege g roups who 
p a y h i g h membersh ip dues a n d rece ive no 
t h i n g in r e t u r n . 

I have been a c o r p o r a t e m e m b e r o f the 
A . I . A . f o r ten years and long a g o reached 
the conc lus ion t ha t you p r o f i t f r o m the 
I ns t i t u t e in direct proportion t o w h a t you 
p u t i n t o i t . If the 20,000 a rch i tec ts In this 
c o u n t r y who are not members wou ld join 
t he A . I . A . a n d b e c o m e active, th ink o f the 
In f luence they cou ld exert on the profes­
sion and the p u b l i c . 

M y persona l op in i on Is t ha t If there are 

t w o organ iza t ions in the same profess ion, 

t he result wi l l be confus ion f o r the pub l ic 

a n d a d e g r a d i n g o f the a r ch i t ec tu ra l pro­

fess ion. 

I f you ure an a r c h i t e c t a n d d o no t agree 

w i t h the po l ic ies o f the Ins t i tu te , why not 

b e c o m e an ac t i ve m e m b e r o f the A . I . A . and 

work t o w a r d hav ing these po l ic ies cnanged? 

D o n ' t be l ike t he man who comp la ined 

a b o u t t he e l e c t i o n b u t d i d n ' t v o t e . 

The A . I . A . is d o i n g Its u tmost to elevate 

t he pro fess ion o f a rch i tec tu re b u t i t is a 

d i f f i c u l t task when on l y one t h i r d o f the 

a rch i tec ts c o n t r i b u t e . 

" U n i t e d W e Stand , D i v i ded W e Fa l l " . 

O . J . BAKER 
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New Orleans 
June 21-26. 1959 
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Publisher's 

L e f f e r 

This business of publishing a magazine can become quite 
a problem at times, and also at times it can become a most 
exciting adventure. 

Although the business with a small publisher lacks the 
excitement of ringing cash registers and fat bank accounts, 
our friends keep telling us that there's more to "life" than 
money . . . and on some occasions we must heartly agree. 

We experienced one such occasion recently upon being 
notified that our editor had been named to receive a very 
coveted Architectural Journalism Award presented annually 
by the Shreveport Chapter of the American Institute of Archi­
tects. These valued bits of recognition go a long way in smooth­
ing many of the rough spots along the bumpy road in a young 
career. 

Perhaps the stimulating element behind such recognition 
is the feeling it gives of being of value to someone else. 
It tends to make your projects take on a deeper and more 
thoughtful meaning and purpose . . . at least we have reacted 
to our bit of recognition that way. 

What we're saying is that these items of encouragement 
and recognition bolster our continued faith in the future and 
as the dawn of a New Year approaches we can get pretty 
excited about the prospects that lie ahead. 

Most cordially, 



N A M E S I N T H E N E W S * * * 

L . R. TiKtmas has been appointed 
plant manager of the Orange plant of 
United States Steel's American 
Bridge Division, according to R. « . 
Hunter, divi.sion vice president, manu­
facturing operations. 

Thomas is formerly plant manager 
of the Roanoke, Va., plant, succeeds 
G. L . Martin in his new position. 
Martin has been app)ointed assistant 
to vice president operations at 
American Bridge headquarters in 
Pittsburgh. 

A native of Boaz Alabama, Thomas 
is a civil engineering graduate of the 
University of Alabama. He joined 
American Bridge as an operating 
engineer at the Birmingham. Ala­
bama, plant in 1940. 

Walter Sehlelke, top official in 
Houston for the American Bridge Di­
vision of United States Steel Corp., 
and J . II. Long, his predecessor at 
Houston, have been appointed region­
al contracting managers by W. B. 
Hnnter, vice president—contracting 
of the division. 

According to a company announce­
ment, Mr. Schielke's regional res­
ponsibility will be that of supervis­
ing American Bridge district con­
tracting offices in the Southern Area, 
comprising Houston, Birmingham, 
Atlanta, Memphis and Orange, Texas. 
His headquarters will be at Houston. 

Mr. Long, stationed at New York, 
will supervise district contracting of­
fices of American Bridge at New 
York, Baltimore, Boston. Philadephia. 
Elmira and Trenton. 

Archifec+s Form 
New Firm 

Henry G. Grimball and H. Mor­
timer Favrot, Jr., this week announc­
ed the establishment of the aichitec-
tural and engineering firm of Favrot 
and Grimball. Offices are located at 
82 Perdido St. in New Orleans. 

Mr. Favrot represents the fourth 
generation of his family to be engaged 
in the architectural profession. His 
great-grandfather, James Freret. de­
signed the altar for the Church of the 

.IK 
Architects Grimball and Favrot 

Immaculate Conception ( J e s u i t 
Church) on Baronne Street and the 
Board of Trade Building. 

Mr. Favrot, who will assume his 
father s practice in association with 
Mr. Grimball, was born in New Or­
leans. He attended local parochial 
elementary and high schools and was 

graduated from Culver Mi'itary Aca­
demy. 

He received his bachelor of archi­
tecture degree from Tulane Univer­
sity in 1953 and subsequently attend­
ed the Fontainebleau School of Fine 
Arts in France. He served as an offi­
cer in the U.S. Air Force from 1953-
55. emerging with the rank of first 
lieutenant. 

After the service, he resumed his 
studies at Harvard University and re­
ceived a degree as master of archi­
tecture in 1957. 

Until recently, he was associated 
with the firm of Favrot, Reed, Mathes 
and Bergman. 

Mr. Grimball. a native of Charles­
ton, S. C . received his bachelor of 
science in architecture from Clemson 
College and a bachelor of architec­
ture degree from Harvard. In 1952-53, 
he studied at the University of Rome 
under a Fulbright scholarship from 
the U.S. Department of State. He is 
a member of the American Institute 
of Architects and was a.ssociated with 
a number of local architectural firms 
before entering private practice in 
1955. 

He is the recipient of two certifi­
cates of merit from the Gulf States 
Region, American Institute of Archi­
tects, for buildings he designed in the 
New Orleans area. The first certifi­
cate was for Mr. Grimball's design of 
the Burrough Corporation building on 
St. Charles Ave. while the .second 
was for St. Philip's Episcopal Church 
in Aurora Gardens, Algiers. 

DuPont Plaza Selects McKinley Products! 
The b e a u t i f u l new DuPon t Plaza C e n t e r , M i a m i . F l o r i d a , chose M c K i n l e y V e n t i l a t e d Sun C o r n i c e t fo r p ro ­
t e c t i o n a g a i n s t sun's g l a r e a n d hea t , a n d for a t t r a c t i v e a p p e a r a n c e . 

A r c h i t e c t s : Frank A . Shuflin, A I A ; John E . Petersen, A I A . For details, con­
t a c t y o u r M c ­
Kinley Represent-
a t i V e — s e e 
Sweet 's Architec­
tural File 19e Mc. 

ViHTllATIO SON CORMICtS 

M A R 9 U E 8 . C A N O H E 5 

engineered and manufactured by the O . d MCKINLEY C O . , i n c . 
I nd i anapo l i s 5, I n d i a n a 

L O C A L McKINLEY REPRESENTATIVES: 
New Or leans - A U d u b o n 0844 • Shreveport - 5-1 854 • Houston - 7 I 8 M and M BIdg. 

SUN SHADES 

a n d o t h e r m e t a l p r o d u c t s 

A R C H I T E C T and B U I L D E R 



C U S T O M D E S I G N E D WITH YOU IN MIND 

A controlled blending of steel, high-pressure 
plastic laminates, quality core stock, our production 
knowledge and your ideas, will result in products 
that will compliment any of the medical profession's 
exacting interior fixture needs. 

C L I N I C S 

H O S P I T A L S 

DOCTORS OFFICES 

Where discriminating tastes are to be 
met, customizing service can be of invalu­
able assistance to you. 

Doctors' Lounges — Reception Rooms — 
Consultation Rooms — Nurses' Lounges — 
Customized Laboratories — Complete In­
stitutional Interiors. 

By BAKER MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 

P i n e v i l l e , L o u i s i a n a 

P . O . B o x 1 5 2 
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L o c a t e d on Union Street, in the heart of Nashvil le. Tennessee is the city's new home 
for the Nashvil le C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e . 

This attractive structure designed by Nashvil le architect Spencer J . Warwick, A I A , is 
the chamber's first permanent home in its long one-hundred-ten-year history. 

Residential Design 
Compet i t ion Set 

The first annual Associated Home 
Builders of Louisville (Ky.) Metro­
politan Home Show architectural 
competition ofYering a combined total 
of $1,000 in prizes has been announc­
ed. The contest is aimed at a project 
home that will be the centerpiece for 
the 1959 Metropolitan Home Show at 
Louisville which is scheduled to be 
held April 5-12. 1959, according to 
the announcement. 

The contest is open to architects, 
architectural designers, draftsmen, 
and students in recognized architec­
tural schools. Sponsors are the As­
sociated Home Builders of Louisville 
in conjunction with the West Ken­
tucky Chapter, The American Insti­
tute of Architccl.s. 

According to Clyde K. Warner. Jr.. 
AIA, architectural advisor, the pui-
pose of the contest is to "develop 
house designs appropriate to the en­
vironment and domestic conditions of 
a suburban community in a South­
eastern state." The home designs, 
says Warner, should embody modern 
efficient living conditions and space 
economy with an exterior of distinc­
tive character and beauty. 

Warner points out thai Wwvo aio 
no geographical limitations as to the 
residences of designers. The i)robl('m 
is the design of a home (or homes) 
to be built in a 150-house subdivision. 
The hypothetical builder wishes a 

10 

non-repetitive, distinctive and refined 
design for each house. 

The "builder" is aiming this project 
at middle income family groups. The 
home proper is limited to 1,300 sq. ft. 
Complete specifications for the do-
sign with all additional information 
are available from Clyde K. Warner, 
c/o Associated Home Builders of 
Louisville. 310 Madrid Building. 
Louisville 2, Kentucky. 

The awards are: first prize—$600: 
second prize—$300; third prize—$100; 
and seven honorable mention.s which 
carry no monetary value. 

N. O . Chapter 
Re-Elects Officers 

Faced with the major production 
of a National AIA Convention and 
recognizing the able leadership of 
its present officials, the New Orlean.s 
Chapter. AIA. re-elected its entire 
roster and added a new name to its 
board of directors. 

The annual metting of the chapter 
was held at the Roosevelt Hotel. De­
cember 2. 

Re-elected to serve through 1959 
at the chapter'.s annual meeting and 
bancpiet held at the Roosevelt Hotel, 
were: Solis Seiferth. president: Albert 
J . Wolf, Jr.. vice president; Wayne 
StotTle, secretary; and Leo F . Wag­
ner, treasurer. 

F. Monroe Labouisse was named to 
the chapter's board of directors. 

In othci- actions the chapter heard 
committee reports related to chap­
ter activities during 1958 and also 
convention committee reports about 
progress being made toward the Na­
tional Convention of the Institute 
scheduled for New Orleans in June, 
1959. 

Architectural Award 
For Journalism 

The American Institute of Archi­
tects has announced the Sixth An­
nual Architectural Journalism Award 
with four cash prizes totaling $1,500, 
being offered. 

Deadline for entries is Januai'y 30, 
1959. 

According to the announcement, a 
(Continued on Page 17) 

t • 1 

New Commerc ia l Building known as the Loren Building to be located at 2025 Canal 
Blvd.. New Orleans . Designed by Favrot & G r i m b a l l . Architects . 

A R C H I T E C T and BUILDER 



A I A NEWS 
Clinton Gamble, architect of Ft. 

Lauderdale, Florida, and a former 
president of the Florida Association 
of Architects has been appointed by 
the Board of Directors, AIA to fill 
the unexpired term of the late San-
ford W. Goin. 

Gamble has also served for the last 
Ihree years as chairman of the AIA 
Committee on Hurricane Resistance 
and has been a member of joint archi­
tect-contractor cooperative commit­
tee at the state and national levels. 
He is a partner in the architectural-
engineering firm of Gamble, Pownall 
and Gilroy. 

At its post-convention meeting, the 
Board of Directors of the Institute 
directed President Richards to ap­
point a Committee on Fellowship 
Procedures. Named as committee 
chairman was Alexander C. Robin­
son who appeared before the Board 
to discuss informally the Jury of 
Fellows' method of operation in 
electing candidates for advancement 
to Fellowship. 

The Board has requested commit­
tee chairman Robinson to have his 
group draw up for Board review, a 
set of rules with the procedures spe­
cifically outlined. The board voted 
to change the term of members of 
the Jury of Fellows from the present 
six-year period to three years. 

The Institute will continue to push 
for enactment of the Jenkins-Keogh 
bill or similar legislation to encourage 
establishment of voluntary retirement 
savings by self-employed individuals 
through permitting a tax deferment 
on a limited portion of income. The 
bill passed the House last session 
but reached the Senate too late for 
action. 

Henry J . Kaufman & Associates, 
public relations firm has been en­
gaged to continue their services as 
public relations counsel for the AIA 
following a recommendation by the 
Public Relations Committee of the 
Institute. 

Wolf Von Erkardt, a public rela­
tions specialist has been added to 
AIA headquarters staff and will di­
rect effort toward public relations 
assistance to the chapters and re­
gions. 

A meeting of the Executive Com­
mittee of the AIA Board will meet 
in Washington, January 9-10, and 
the annual meeting of the Board will 
be held, also in Washington, March 
9-12. 

A R C H I T E C T U T A L P U B L I C I T Y 

10 Suggestions on Communication 

One of the apparent needs of the 
architectural profession is to com­
municate with its public without a 
violation of the professional code 
which embraces the activity of the 
individual architect. 

About all that an architect has to 
sell is his talent and his ability as 
an architect and the market for his 
services is included in all segments 
of our economy. 

While public relations is a far 
deeper subject than press releases 
and publicity photographs, the archi­
tectural firm can do much to im­
prove its relationship with its market 
through the use of some very basic 
and quite simple rules that are funda­
mental to good architectural public­
ity. Only a few are quoted as a star­
ter: 

(1) Be a good architect — you 
can't sell a sick cow to a butcher. 

(2) Be able to carry out a good 
"above average" conversation with 
anyone about almost anything. 

(3) Be aware that the projects 
that you design might be of interest 
to someone else, no matter how small 
. . . or large they may be. You may 
not attach much importance to your 
work, but this doesn't mean that 
everyone feels the same way. 

(4) Take your communication 
problems to the city editor of your 
newspaper. He too is not always good 
at communicating and he's in the 
business. Frequently he is lazy and 
expects all news of most any sort to 
be brought to his desk. Architecture 
is no exception. Offer him frequent 
information about your work, your 
staff, and especially photos of render­
ings completions that you have done. 

(5) And remember this . . . edi­
tors are usually "hungry" for mate­
rial that carries no fast deadline . . . 
material that they can use for fillers 
and features . . . good stuff that has 
some basis for use. After all he has 
a problem too . . . he's got to present 
something that he feels his audience 
will read or become interested in. 

(6) One final tip with the lazy 
editor, or any other editor, whether 
magazine or newspaper . . . he can't 
use the material without all of the 
information. Usually he'd hke to have 

a little too much than not enough. 
Some of it will get his pencil any­
way. 

(7) Architectural magazines 
don't overlook good internal profes­
sional books. You may make other 
architects jealous over losing a client, 
but you'll stir up some comment with­
in the firms by making available good 
architectural photography and factual 
data on your better jobs to regional 
and national architectural magazines. 
Editors in this group are also some­
times lazy. Send the material they 
can use which includes the funda­
mentals: (a) good . . . not fair . . . 
but good architectural photography; 
floor plans; layouts, etc. with factual 
data on problem of design, costs, un­
usual items of interest to other archi­
tects involved. Here one of the great 
problems of architectural magazine 
editors is the availability of good 
photography for illustration and lay­
out. After all they don't want their 
books cluttered up with bad photo­
graphy. 

(8) Do you have your firm identi­
fied publicly with your jobs under 

truction? construction' 

Your sign on these projects, wheth­
er small or large will give your 
firm the identification with the job 
that it deserves. It may be cluttered 
up with other signs including general 
and sub-contractor tags, but the point 
is to get yours there where is can be 
seen. 

(9) If you're a member of the 
A.I.A. get active in your local chap­
ter end get on some kind of a com­
mittee where your name gets tossed 
around . . . at least mentioned every 
now and than. If you're really ambi­
tion get elected to some chapter 
office, the higher the better. This 
provides some exposure to the public. 

(10) Finally, after you've followed 
the above nine suggestions you'll find 
that your days have become longer 
. . . your life more abundant with a 
growing lists of new insterests, new 
friends, and new worries, more un­
solved problems, increasing income 
and more employees, more taxes and 
higher ofTice rent. The complexities 
of a truly successful practice will 
become a reality. And, as we said: 
be a good architect — you can't sell 
a sick cow to a butcher. 
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Gallier Hall, New Orleans, is a prod­
uct of the golden age of New Orleans 
architecture. The classic simplicity of its 
design and the harmony of its propor­
tions reflect the artistic skill of James 
Gallier. Sr., ivho planned the building 
in 1843. 
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Gallier Hall in New Orleans Is 
Fine Example of Greek Revival Architecture 

For 109 years this noble struc­
ture served New Orleans as the 
seat of government and here 
transpired some of the more 
memorable events which have 
been permanently engraved in 
the city's history. 

Known as one of the finest ex­
amples of Greek Revival archi­
tecture in the United States, the 
building is modeled on the Erect-
heum of Athens. The portico of 
the hall is supported by eight 
Ionic columns and two pilasters. 
The symbolic figures carved alto 
relievo in the pediment are those 
of Liberty attended by Justice 
and Industry. 

Rich in color f rom the past, the 
building has been the center of 
many historic events. During the 

Civi l War the state flag was low­
ered over the protest of Mayor 
Monroe. During Reconstruction 
days the Hall was the scene of 
manj^ political demonstrations. 
The bodies of the famous, includ­
ing Jefferson Davis, Gen. P. G. T. 
Beauregard and others lay in 
state at the building. American 
presidents including Theodore 
Roosevelt, McKinley, Harding 
and Hoover have been received 
at the building down through the 
years. 

James Gallier, Sr., architect 
and builder, and designer of the 
Hall was born in Ireland in 1798. 
With l i t t le formal schooling, but 
by hard work and application he 
learned the building trades and 
at an early age went to Dublin 

to find employment. In 1816 Gal­
lier went to England where he 
came under the influence of Sir 
Wil l iam Wilkins, architect of the 
National Gallery and London 
University, and a leading design­
er of his day. 

Coming to New York in search 
of greater opportunities, Gallier 
later joined with Charles B. Da-
kin and came to New Orleans 
stopping briefly in Mobile on the 
way. 

Gallier's work in New Orleans 
included many famous struc­
tures, however not all have sur­
vived the years. Another of his 
famous buildings is the St. 
Charles Hotel, known to the visi­
tors to New Orleans. 

The ground upon which the 
A R C H I T E C T and BUILDER 



City (Gallier) Hall stands was 
purchased by the Second Muni­
cipality of New Orleans on June 
1, 1836. In that year, owing to 
the rivalry between the Creole 
and American factions, the City 
had been divided into three 
municipalities, each having a 
local council and special powers, 
with a Mayor and general coun­
cil over all three divisions. The 
Cabildo was the City Hall at the 
time. 

Plans for the new Municipal 
Hall developed slowly. The lease 
on the building then being used 
was renewed in 1837 at an an­
nual rental of $3500.00. A n ord­
inance was passed in 1837 au­
thorizing Dakin, Bell & Dakin, 
one of the architects of that day 
to make drawings and designs. 
Nothing further seems to have 
been done, possibly because of 
a nation-wide panic in that year, 
and an ordinance dated May 25, 
1841 ordered the payment of $500 
to Dakin, Bell and Dakin for 
plans "made in 1837 for the proj­
ected Municipal Hall" , and re­
leasing that f i rm f rom its agree­
ment. The elder Dakin was a 
fr iend and partner for a time of 
Gallier. 

Finally in 1843 the Municipal 
Council again looked in the mat­
ter and Gallier was instructed to 
draw plans and superintend 
the construction of the new 
building. A contractor, Robert 
Seaton undertook the building 
work, and the cost was estimated 
at $120,000. The work went for­
ward unti l the basement of 
Quincy granite was completed. 
The Municipality ran out of 
money then, and the construc­
tion work halted. Af ter a long 
delay the contractor finally sued 
the Municipality for non-com­
pliance with contract and obtain­
ed a judgment. The granite base­
ment was covered wi th a tem­
porary roof and used by the Pol­
ice Department. 

No further action was taken 
for several years, however on 
January 18, 1951, a great fire 
destroyed the first St. Charles 
Hotel. The owners in making 

plans for rebuilding, made an 
effort to buy the unfinished base­
ment and the site of the new 
Municipal Hall. This action 
aroused the City Fathers to ac­
tion, and while some members 
of the Council were wi l l ing to 
sell, Samuel J. Peters and others 
opposed the idea, and insisted 
that the Hall be completed. 

Plans were finally worked out 
to complete the job in two years 
with a building committee con­
sisting of three individuals 
named by Council to supervise 
the job. The dedication of the 
building took place May 10, 1953. 

Gallier in his Autobiography, 
describing the City Hall states 
that "the portico and ashlar of 
the front are of white marble 
procured from quarries near 
New York, the basement and 
steps are of granite, the style of 
the architecture is Grecian Ionic 
and the portico is considered as 
a very chaste and finished ex­
ample of that style." 

Speaking of the building's 
"Lyceum Hall" roof, Gallier 
says, "The design is peculiar, i t 
is partly of wood and partly of 
iron, confined to a very flat pitch, 
spanning over a width of eighty-
six feet, and having an arched 
ceiling and galleries suspended 
from i t underneath." 

Nothing now remains of this 
Lyceum Hall except occasional 
glimpses of the arched ceiling in 
odd corners or above false roofs. 

Furnishings and decorations 
came from Paris, having been 
especially ordered. Hand-carved 
rosewood furniture in the Ma­
yor's Parlor came f rom France 
in 3 different sets, originally con­

sisting, it is said of sixty-eight 
pieces, now reduced through 
wear and tear to twenty-four 
pieces. 

Symbolic rather than mytho­
logical figures were placed on 
the pediment. The sculpture was 
done by Launitz. 

Since New Orleans has re­
cently completed construction of 
its new Municipal Building, the 
old building has remained prin­
cipal vacant. A reported move 
by interests to dispose of the old 
building for commercial pur­
poses became the subject of 
much civic concern, and as the 
result of aggressive action by the 
Louisiana Landmarks Society, 
the New Orleans Chapter, Amer­
ican Institute of Architects, and 
others, the formation of a New 
Orleans Cultural Center Com­
mission has been effected. The 
city has agreed to lease the old 
building to the new Cultural 
Center Commission for mainten­
ance and preservation as a cul­
tural center for New Orleans. 

Ini t ia l members of the com­
mission include: A l f r e d J. Mo-
ran, president; Dr. John D. Dyer, 
vice president and Henry B. 
Curtis, secretary-treasurer; Solis 
Seiferth, president of the New 
Orleans Chapter A I A ; Joseph G. 
Treigle, Jr., chairman of the d i ­
vision of social sciences, Louisi­
ana State University in New 
Orleans; Benjamin W. Yancey, 
secretary of the New Orleans 
Philharmonic - Symphony Soci­
ety; and the Very Rev. W. Pat­
rick Donnelly, president of Lo­
yola University. 

The commission, according to 
its official charter, w i l l preserve 
and maintain the Old City Hal l , 
including its historic furnishings 
and paintings. 

Both Mayor Morrison and the 
new commission president said 
that the group w i l l not only 
preserve the old building as 
"Gallier Hall ' , but w i l l "do for 
music, art, the theater and adult 
education what other agencies 
in New Orleans have done fo r 
the community in the field of 
foreign trade . . ." 
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
EXPERTLY INSTALLED — FULLY GUARANTEED 

I ronbound* Continuous Strip* 
Hard Maple 

PermaCushion* Resilient Floor 
System 

Maple , Beech, Birch, Oak Strip 
Flooring and unit blocks 

Avai lab le Dri -Vac treated with 
Woodlife to r e s i s t moisture, 
termites and fungi 

•T.M. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 

E. P. CUTHRELL FLOORING CO. 
104 2nd Avenue, Birmingham 4, A l a . , Ph. FAirfax 2 - 1 8 5 4 

W. H, MOYNAN (distributor) 
1318 Richards BIdg. , New Or leans , La . , Ph. JA 5 -0834 

no more russ or Muss* w GREASE 

$1^ SERIES J H 

GREASE IHTERCEPTORS 
have an automat ic* grease draw-off 
The only interceptor that pruvides automatic discharge of intercepted 

grease at "the turn of a valve" —without removing cover . . . without 
touching the grease. 

JOSAM "JH" Interceptor revolutionizes grease interception. It not 
only intercepts over 9.5' , ot the urease in waste water, but now, for the 
first time, it encourages grease removal because it is accomplished so 
easily and quickly, thereby keeping the interceptor always operating at 
top efficiency. Call or write for literature 

THE J O S A M LINE INCLUDES 
UNITRON Carriers and Closet Fittings • Floor, Roof and Shower 
Drains • Backwater Sewer Valves • Interceptors for Grease, Oil, Lint 
and Plaster • Shock Absorbers for Supply Lines • Swimming Pool Fit­
tings • Cleanouts and Access Covers. 

JOSAM MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Michigan City, Indiana 

District Represeyitat i > < s 

L . M . F L A N A R Y 
}t:<X \»l i i i i l i ' i r HIdK. AM 0-504.5 

J O S E P H T A N E T 

ChattaiKiiiea, IVni 

New OrleaiiK \2, 

J O H N J . C O R R I G A N 
35 S. Coouer .St. K l l 8-2833 Memphis 4, Tenn. 

New Orleans WIC 
Chapter Formed 

Rita Figenschue, secretary for 
Eagle Asbestos & Packing Co. ha.s 
been elected president of a new chap­
ter of Women In Construction recent­
ly organized in New Orleans. 

The national organization, which 
had its beginning in Texas and now 
maintains chapter units in several 
states promotes the development of 
interests and skill within the ranks 
of qualified women employees of 
firms engaged in the construction in­
dustry. 

A Baton Rouge chapter is headed 
by Peggy LeBlanc, secretary for the 
Louisiana Highway and Heavy 
Branch. Associated General Contrac­
tors of America. Miss LeBlanc is 
also a national vice president of the 
organization. 

Other olTicers of the newly formed 
New Orleans chapter include: Doro­
thy Campbell, of Binnings Construc­
tion Co., Inc., vice president; Mary 
Stonecipher, of Construction Indus­
try Association of New Orleans, Inc.. 
secretary; and Rita Hooley. of 
Thomas H. Hooley & Sons, Inc., 
treasurer. 

At its organizational meeting in 
early December the New Orleans 
group also named to its board: Betty 
Thibodeaux, McDonough Construc-
tin Co.; Juella Melville of Thomas H. 
Hooley & Sons, Inc.; Earline Turner 
of Eugene Dietzgen Co.; and G'Nell 
McKonzie of Aurora Development Co. 

AIA Films 
A note in the December 1 MEMO 

from the AIA î oints to comments 
from Librarian George E . Petteiigill, 
related to the scheduling of the AIA 
films. Librarian Pettengill asks the 
question . . . "Are you a movie hog-
gei ?" and then states: "When you 
borrow a film from the Institute it 
should be returned promptly. All 
loans are made for a particular show­
ing or for a specific period of time. 
Since on some films we are booked 
months in advance, it is essential 
that they be returned immediately." 

Subscribe 
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Journalism— 
(Continued from Page 10) 

$500 cash award will go to the writer 
of the best news story or feature 
story published in a United States 
newspaper during 1958. A $250 award 
will go to the writer of the news 
stor>' or feature chosen as second-
best. 

Another $500 cash award to the 
writer of the best article on an archi­
tectural subject or personality pub­
lished by a U.S. magazine during 1958 
is also included, as is a $250 award 
to the second best magazine article. 

Entries may be submitted by either 
the writer or publication and any 
daily newspaper or magazine which 
is made available to the general pub­
lic, and whose circulation is not limit­
ed to a specific membership group 
or organization, is eligible to com­
pete. Professional architectural mag­
azines are not eligible. 

Entiies must be postmarked not 
later than January 30, 1959 and 
should be addressed to the Assistant 
to the Executive Director, American 
Institute of Architects, 1735 New 
York Ave. N. W. Washington, D. C. 

The anouncement said that each 
writer and/or publication may enter 
a maximum of four stories for con­
sideration and each entry should be 
accompanied by a letter giving the 
name and the address of the author; 
the name and address of the publica­
tion in which the story appeared and 
a notation as to whether the entry 
is submitted in the newspaper or 
magazine class. Each envelope or 
package should be clearly marked 
"Architectural Journalism Awards", 
the announcement said. 

Apprenticeship News 
A completion ceremony and testi­

monial banquet for eight sheet metal 
workers in Shreveport, was held 
October 28 according to the Pelican 
State Apprenticeship News. 

The announcement said the guests 
of honor were Modesto M. Tangco. 
assistant to Secretary of Labor in the 
Philippines; the Bureau of Appren­
ticeship supervisors and field repre­
sentatives from Arkansas, Oklahoma 
and Louisiana. 

In other Louisiana apprenticeship 
news, the New Orleans Sheet Metal 
Workers Joint Apprenticeship Coun­
cil held its annual completion cere­
mony November 12. Forty-seven per­
sons were in attendance. Walter 
Johnson, chairman of the J A C pre­
sented competition certificates to five 
individuals. 

Jahncke Opens 
New Plant 

Jahncke Service, Inc., has an­
nounced the opening of the company's 
new Central Materials Yard located 
at 925 South Dupre Street in New 
Orleans. 

According to the company an­
nouncement, the new project occu­
pies 12 acres located in the heart 
of New Orleans and is the largest 
central-mixed concrete plant in the 
south. 

Included in the new plant facili­
ties are: a lime mortar plant; 
transit-mixed concrete, dry batch. 

and aggregate distribution plant: 
push-button unloading, storage and 
distribution of sand and gravel; rai l ­
road switch tracks to accommodate 
40 cars, with an average unloading 
time, hopper-bottom aggregate cars 
of six minutes each; 340 feet of un­
derground tunnel beneath aggregate 
storage bins with a belt capacity of 
450 tons per hour. Other items in­
clude a scientific laboratory control 
facility and a building material 
warehouse unit to accommodate 
45.250 .square feet of floor space. 

The company sponsored a special 
dedication and open house at the new 
plant on Saturday, December 13. 

R I B B O N S O F W O O D 
S I N E W S O F S T R E N G T H 

COCO 

LAMINATED B E A M S 

KEAN'S L A U N D R Y 

Drive-in dry-cleaning pick-up station for Kean's 
Laundry in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Architects, Wil­
son & Coleman. Each vertical supporting beam is 9' 
high. Horizontal beams are up to 23' lonq. (S'A". 
145/8''for both.) 

Ronald A. Coco, Inc 
V\7 FLORIDA • l A T C N ROUGl. l A . 
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B O O K D E P A R T M E N T 
This department is for the use of our readers and a convenience in 
ordering professional and technical publications for their use. If a 
special title is desired other than listed on these pages, contact our 
book department stating title and author. 

To Order: Tear off this page and mail to: 
Book Division, Delta Publications, Inc., 816 Howard Ave., 
New Orleans. Bills wil be rendered. 

GROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE 
HANDBOOK 
By Herbert S. Conover 

A comprehensive guide for lands­
caping and maintenance of public, 
semi-public, industrial, and commer­
cial grounds. Especially written for 
those professionally responsible for 
maintenance of grounds of any size, 
this book is a complete exposition of 
virtually every aspect of grounds 
maintenance and development, from 
the original selection of land, through 
planting and seeding, to the equip­
ment and methods necessary to keep 
it in prime condition. Thoroughly in­
dexed, it is immediate valuable as a 
quick-reference handbook. 

The information isp resented in 10 
exciting chapters of great value to 

the architect, landscape architect and 
others charged with landscaping prob­
lems. 

503 pages, 6 x inches- $10.75. 

CONSTRUCTION 
ACCOUNTING 
and 
FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT 
By William E. Coombs 
Illustrated 

The first book ever written on this 
vital phase of the construction in­
dustry, this newb ook. written by an 
attorney and certified public account­
ant, describes and specifically recom­
mends proper accounting and man­
agement procedures. It tells what 

records to keep, and why. It relates 
accounting and record keeping to the 
size of the firm, the type of work 
being done, and never loses sight of 
the fundamental purposes . . . to give 
effective financial control over every 
operation. 

The book recognizes the fact that 
the construction industry is unique. 
Jobs in this industry rangef rom $20 
repairs to multimillion dollar projects. 
Its firms can consist of one man or 
thousands. Starting with the basic 
operating and accounting patterns of 
a construction firm and their import­
ant relationship, the author covers in 
twenty-four detailed chapters every 
aspect of construction accounting and 
management, including topics as pre-
job procedures,p urchasing and sub­
contracting policies and procedures, 
change order routines, accounting for 
labor, materials, supplies and equip­
ment, subcontract costs and overhead. 
Contains 200 checklists, illustrations, 
and sample forms and reports which 
make the book instantly useful on 
the job. 

A valuable book for contractors, 
architects, engineers. 490 pages, 6 x 9. 
illustrated. $12.85. 

IVorthy Of Consideration — 

• a n 
You take no chances when you specify 
UNIT laminated products and UNIT DECK 
. . . we feel that our quarter of a century 
of experience and service to the architectural 
field is a safeguard to your reputation. 

Unit Structures, Inc., is the pioneer laminator, 
offering a product designed, fabricated and fmish-
ed to your exacting specifications. 

Specify in confidence — specify UNIT products 

For factual data a n d p lanning Contacf 
John B. Howard Conipany 
600 West Monument Street 
Jackson, Missinsipiii—1-2346 

Shearer & Rayford, Inc. 
2004 Old Shell Road 
P. O. Drawer E . Crichton Station 
Mobile, Alabama—GR9-4fi81 

»iiHti«o. wiicomi* 

Unit Sales Of f i ce 
G. R. 8CIIMKLZKR SALKS ASSOC I.^TKS 
124 River Road 
P. O. Box 3346 
Little Rock,Arkansas—Mohawk 6-6664 
Room 504 Audubon Buildine 
931 Canal Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana—K.4mond 1560 

U N I T S T R U C T U R E S , I n c . 
GiNERAL OfflCiS: Peshflgo, Wisconsin 

PLANTS - p9ihllgo, Wiiconiin and Magnolia, Arkantai 
Oflictt ond RtprmfnlQtift in oil Principal Cifift 
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A MESSAGE TO ALL ADVERTISERS OF 
QUALITY BUILDING PRODUCTS 
AND SERVICES: 

I n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the New O r l e a n s 
C h a p t e r ' s p l a n n i n g committee f o r the 
N a t i o n a l Convention of t h e A m e r i c a n 
I n s t i t u t e of A r c h i t e c t s s c h e d u l e d f o r 
New O r l e a n s i n June, 1959, G u l f 
S t a t e s ARCHITECT & BUILDER i s now i n 
the p r o d u c t i o n of a s p e c i a l CONVENTION 
ISSUE s c h e d u l e d f o r NATIONAL 
DISTRIBUTION to a l l members of t h e 
AIA i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , p l u s a 
c i r c u l a t i o n to key i n d u s t r i a l 
e x e c u t i v e s concerned w i t h the g r e a t 
s o u t h e r n market. T h i s s p e c i a l i s s u e 
i s NOT a r e g u l a r monthly i s s u e of 
t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n , however p r o b a b l y 
no o t h e r s i n g l e i s s u e of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
media i n 1959 w i l l o b t a i n the r e a d e r 
i n t e r e s t t h a t i s e x p e c t e d from t h i s 
s p e c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n . 

The p l a n n i n g committee of the c h a p t e r 
and t h e p u b l i s h e r s urge a l l 
a d v e r t i s e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l market t o w r i t e f o r 
d e t a i l s c o n c e r n i n g t h i s p r o j e c t . 
D e a d l i n e f o r space r e s e r v a t i o n i s 
March 1, 1959. 

C o n t a c t : Mr. L l o y d L e w i s , 816 Howard 
Avenue, New O r l e a n s ~ TU-8651 ; or 
w r i t e a t t n : N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n I s s u e 
P l a n n i n g Committee, S u i t e 100, 816 
Howard Ave., New O r l e a n s . 
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Architects know quality counts most 
in W I N D O W S 

A typical arrangement above of a Curtis Silentite 
picture window, with two Silentite double hung units for 
ventilation requirements. For your next job, examine the 
One Curtis Craftsmanship that spells quality in window 
construction. 

C.oii/dc/ ]'our Curtis Dishihiiior Below jor Sfx'cifications 
and hiformafio)} on Ciirlis Products. 

A R C H I T E C T S 

Write to y o u r 
nearest C u r t i s 
Distributor listed 
below for your 
latest Architec­
tural Detail Kit. 

C u R T i S 
W O O D W O R K 

th« IntuimMd w indow 

N E W O R L E A N S 

B E R N A R D L U M B E R C O . . I N C . 
7833 Edinburgh St. 

Telephone AlJdubon 0814 

B A T O N R O U G E 

R O N A L D A. C O C O , I N C . 
3717 Florida St. 

Telephone Dickens 2-5242 


