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GENUINE P L A S T E R A V E R S A T I L E M A T E R I A L 

Auditorium oj New Baton Rouge Church Shows Use of Acoustical Plaster with Other Materials 

Architects • Wilson & Coleman A.l.A. 
General Contractor • Bozeman Concrete Co. 

Plaster Contractor • Watkins Bros. 
The versatile ability of genuine plaster 

to blend wi th the use of other construction 
materials is reflected in the design of interior 
wall surfaces of this new church building in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Here a highly decorative combination of 
wall surfaces is achieved with the use of 
acoustical phister, exposed masonry and wood 
support members. 

Genuine plaster offers unexcelled acoustic 
qualities, (ire protection, and beauty in 
buildings of today . . . built for tomorrow. 

Insist on genuine lath and plaster when 
you design, build or buy. There is a plavSterinp; 
technique to meet every requirement. 

BROADMOOR BAPTIST CHURCH 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Photographs by Ru}/ Mauer 

B U R E A U F O R L A T H I N G A N D P L A S T E R I N G 
1530 Florida Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

a f f i l i a t e d w i t h t h e N A T I O N A L B U R E A U f o r L A T H I N G a n d P L A S T E R I N G 



The S t a t l e r - H i l t o n Hote l in 
Dallas, Tex. Architect: W . E 
T a b l e r ; e n g i n e e r : S e e l y e 
Stevenson, Value & Knecht, 
both of New York City; con­
tractor: R. E . McKee, Dallas 

. ^ 1 

• ••economical construction for modern hotels 

The three-wing, 18-story Statler-Hilton Hotel in 
Dallas, Texas is the most economical hotel built 
in recent years by this international hotel chain. 

The main reason for this economy was the use of 
reinforced concrete frame and floor construction with 
a flat plate floor design. 

Designers' cost comparisons showed that this type 
of construction was far more economical than any 
other. And additional savings resulted from the fact 
that flat plate design reduced the total building 
height. This shortened the runs needed for all heat­
ing, ventilating and pipe installations, lowered par­
tition heights and reduced the plastering yardage. 

Reinforced concrete frame and floor construction 
offers unusual opportunities to designers. In this 
hotel, for example, the floors were cantilevered out 
to both sides of each wing from two rows of interior 
supporting columns. 

The economy, strength, durability and firesafety of 
concrete frame and floor construction account for its 
growing popularity. Write for free illustrated litera­
ture, distributed only in United States and Canada. 

P O R T L A N D C E M E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
6 1 1 G r a v l e r S t . , N e w O r l e a n s 1 2 , L o u i s i a n a 

A notional orgonizotion to improve and extend tlie uses ol portlond cement and 
concrete . . . tiirough scientific reseorcli end engineering field work 



Architects 
and Builders 

are giving their 
customers more 
hot water for 
less money than 
ever before 

JOHN WOOD 

P E N F I E L D 

W A T E R H E A T E R S 

g i v e 
LOWEST 

COST 
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Hol bvJaler 

Harry Cash Company Inc 
2312 N. 21st ST. 
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Building A 

Modern Honne? 

Don't 

Forget to . . . 

REDDY-WIRE 

for full 

H O U S E P O W E R 

Y e s — t o design and bui ld 
a really modern home, you 
and your client should insist 
on an electr ical wi r ing sys­
tem tha t will prepare the 
structure for the increasing 
number o f electr ical conven­
iences just around the corner, 
as well as for the many now 
avai lable. 

3 ee about giv ing t h e 
home you bui ld full HOUSE-
POWER. You'l l f ind that this 
investment in your future is 
very low . . . and returns are 
high. 

F or free Informat ion about 
electr ical wir ing, l ight ing, 
heat ing, cooking and coo -
ing, contact the Sales De­
par tment of Gu l f States Ut i l ­
ities Company . W e ' l l be 
happy to serve you. 

S E R V I C E 

HELPS Y O U LIVE BETTER 

u t t e r s 

Please address all communica­
tions to The Editors, P. O. Box 
301, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

e Y o u r A p r i l issue f ea tur ing re ­
gional A I A awards was, we thought, 
outstanding. 

N a t u r a l l y , we were pleased a n d 
proud that one of our efforts, the 
R i c c i u t i residence, appeared w i t h the 
o ther a w a r d winners . . . . 

. . . Aga in , our thanks for a fine 
presentat ion. 

A L Y A T E S 
R i c c i u t i Associates, A r c h i t e c t s 
N e w Or leans 

• W e have read wi th interest your 
A p r i l , 1958 issue devoted to A w a r d 
W i n n e r s of the G u l f S ta tes Region, 
a n d w i s h to commend you on the ex­
ce l lent presentation. . . . 

N A T H A N I E L C . C U R T I S , J R . 
C u r t i s and Davis , Arch i t ec t s 
N e w Or leans 

• . . . I read your magazine thor­
oughly and have been happy to note 
y o u r continued progress and p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y the m a r k e d progressive i m ­
provement in the qual i ty of the m a g ­
azine . Y o u are to be congratulated . 

I feel in a few years your publ ica­
t ion w i l l be at least equal to or m a y 
evon surpass long-time regional a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l publications. 

. . . T h e special coat ing on y o u r 
cover stock makes the H a r d M a p l e 
background of oui- advert i sement ap­
p e a r to have been finished wi th the 
g y m finish and is altogether del ight­
fu l . I showed your magazine to p r a c ­
t ica l ly everyone in our offices here in 
R e e d C i t y , and comment regarding 
this advert isement has been over­
whe lming ly enthusiast ic . 

C . W . A B E N D R O T H 
R o b b i n s F l o o r i n g C o m p a n y 
R e e d C i t y , Michigan 

• . . . May I comment on the 
c h a r a c t e r and quality of your exce l ­
l ent publication. 

R A Y C . J E N K I N S 
J e n k i n s Advert i s ing , I n c . 
Minneapol is , Minnesota 

• . . . Y o u r s is a most a t t r a c t i v e 
publ icat ion and one we feel that wi l l 
be w e l l received by the arch i t ec t s 
and building contractors in the South . 

B O B W I M B E R L Y 
A r k a n s a s P o w e r & L i g h t C o m p a n y 
L i t t l e Rock, A r k a n s a s 

Editorial 

Comment From 

Page 26—This Issue 

I t \ (»u jo in a c h u r c h , but 
n e v e r a t t e n d 
serv ices and do 
not take a n ac­
tive p a r t in Its 
program, w h a t 
does the church 
do for y o u ? Not 
a thing. T h e same 
is t rue for the 
A I A . . . 

— O . J . B A K E R , A I A . 

I t appears tlnit tlie construc­
t ion industry . In 
the B a t o n RouRe 
a r e a a t any rate, 
is gett ing ready 
to tal ic up some 
of the s lac l i . . . . 
I n d u s t r i a l w o r It 
is on the increase. 
. . . T l i e o n l y 
Ihintf to he feared 

is fear. . 

— A R K K N B R O l l S S A R I ) 

. . T h e list of fa i lures r<'portc<l 
in the const rnc-

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B p (» i n t s up t h e 

hy each eompan.v 
of its own selling 
and bidding prac-
t 1 c e s . . . t o o 

k^&B!%[)f m a n y (contrac­
tors) apparently 

base their est imates on w h a t they 
t h i n k the ir compet i tors a r e doing 
about e a c h job. . . ." 

— R A Y E . P U T F A R K 

A R C H I T E C T and BUILDER 



Publisher's 

Letter 

T h e r e is l i tt le good to be s a i d for those w h o h ide t h e i r 

heads in the sands . . . at the s a m e t ime there r e m a i n s less good 

to be sa id for those w h o w a n d e r a i m l e s s l y about propos ing , to 

al l w h o w i l l l isten, a philosophy of doom, l i m i t a t i o n , a n d defeat . 

W e h a s t e n to s ta te tha t we a r e not experts i n the f i e ld of 

financial s tar -gaz ing , nor do we h a v e s u b s t a n t i a l r e s u l t s of 

wor ld ly success to w h i c h we c a n point w i t h pride . H o w e v e r , i t 

would seem that never in the h i s t o r y of o u r c o u n t r y is t h e r e 

more genuine opportunity for success for those w h o s e e k it a n d 

wil l pay the pr ice . . . a pr ice that h a s gone up w i t h the speed 

of c iv i l i zat ion . 

T h e other day we c a m e upon a s t a t e m e n t b y T h e o d o r e 

Roosevel t that we thought p a r t i c u l a r l y w o r t h y of r e p e a t i n g . 

Sa id he: 

" I w i s h to preach not the doctr ine of ig^noble e a s e , b u t t h e 

doctrine of the ntrenuous l i fe . . . f a r bet ter it is to d a r e m i g h t y 

things, to w i n glorious t r i u m p h s e v e n though c h e c k e r e d b y 

fa i lure , than to t a k e r a n k w i t h those poor s p i r i t s w h o n e i t h e r 

enjoy m u c h nor suffer m u c h , because they l i v e i n t h e g r a y 

twi l ight tha t knows not v i c tory or defeat ." 

Mos t c o r d i a l l y , 



N A M E S I N T H E N E W S * * * 

A l b e r t J . W o l f , J r . , of F r e r e t a n d 
W o l f , N e w O r l e a n s arch i t ec t s , has 
been n a m e d to h e a d up loca l a r ­
r a n g e m e n t s f or the 1959 nat ional 
A I A convent ion in N e w O r l e a n s . Se ­
l e c t e d as c h a i r m a n of host chapter 
ac t iv i t i e s by the N e w O r l e a n s A I A 
c h a p t e r , he w i l l s e r v e w i t h M r s . M . 
W a y n e S to l f l e , who is c h a i r m a n of 
the ladies ac t i v i t i e s for the nat ional 
convent ion next y e a r . 

A r t h u r C h a r l e s " P a d d y " D o y l e last 
m o n t h w a s appointed res ident m a n ­
a g e r of M e t a l Goods Corporat ion 's 
s a l e s s e r v i c e off ice in B a t o n Rouge. 
H i s appo in tment w a s announced by 
C a r l T . Wedemeyc;r, N e w O r l e a n s 

d i s t r i c t m a n a g e r 
for M e t a l Goods. 
B o r n in I r e l a n d , 
the new B a t o n 
Rouge m a n a g e r 
is w e l l k n o w n in 
the N e w O r l e a n s 
trade a r e a , w h e r e 
he h a s s e r v e d as 
a n outs ide sales­
m a n for M e t a l 
Goods. B e f o r e 

j o i n i n g M e t a l Goods' sa les organ iza ­
t i o n i n 1953, he w a s w i t h B a r o i d S a l e s 
d i v i s i o n of the N a t i o n a l L e a d C o m ­
p a n y , H a l l i b u r t o n O i l W e l l C e m e n t i n g 
C o m p a n y a n d A m e r i c a n T o o l W o r k s 
C o m p a n y . 

T w o m a j o r appo intments to P r e s o -
co l i t e M a n u f a c t u r i n g C o m p a n y ' s op­
e r a t i o n s in E l D o r a d o . A r k a n s a s , have 

Doyle 

been announced by W . D . R u n s w i c k , 
v ice-pres ident and general manager . 
I.f 'uiiaril G . S tevens has been n a m e d 
plant superintendent, and R o b e r t G . 
B e n n e t t , office manager . Stevens , a 
nat ive of E n g l a n d , came to the Un i t ed 
S t a t e s in 1951, and was w i t h Sch lage 
L o c k C o m p a n y unt i l 1955, w h e n he 

Stevens Bennett 

jo ined Prescol i te . A graduate of E n g ­
l i sh technica l schools in m e c h a n i c a l 
engineering, he w a s w i t h S t a m f o r d 
E n g i n e e r i n g C o m p a n y in E n g l a n d a n d 
S o u t h A f r i c a before coming to this 
country . Bennett , before jo ining P r e s ­
col i te in 1955, was w i t h G e n e r a l 
Motors Acceptance Corporat ion in 
D e n v e r , la ter w i t h D o h r m a n H o t e l 
Supply , S a n Diego. H e is a business 
admin i s t ra t ion graduate of the U n i ­
v e r s i t y of N e b r a s k a . 

P a u l Steele has been named t e r r i ­
tor ia l representat ive for Pomona T i l e 
M a n u f a c t u r i n g company's new dis­
t r i c t office at O k l a h o m a C i t y , w h i c h 
w i l l handle sales and distr ibut ion of 

P o m o n a c e r a m i c tile in O k l a h o m a , 
p a r t s of A r k a n s a s and T e x a s . Steele 
w a s f o r m e r l y cus tomer re lat ions rep­
resenta t ive at the company's A r k a n ­
sas C i t y , K a n s a s , plant. T h e new 
d i s t r i c t office is located at 5209 North 
W e s t e r n , O k l a h o m a C i t y . 

J o h n K . P u r e e l l has been appointed 
d i r e c t o r of public informat ion for the 
A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e of T i m b e r Con­
s t ruc t ion , A I T C executive vice-presi­
dent F r a n k J . H a n r a h a n announced 
i n A p r i l . 

E m i l e R . T a b b , J r . , Lou i s iana 
representa t ive for the Mississ ippi-
L o u i s i a n a B r i c k & T i l e M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
associat ion, and A r t Gleason , J r . , 
s a l e s m a n for the H e n r y B r i c k com­
pany, S e l m a , A l a b a m a , recent ly com­
pleted a special f ive-week sales engi­
neer t r a i n i n g class held at the W a s h ­
ington, D . C , headquarters of the 
S t r u c t u r a l C l a y Product s Inst i tute . 
T h e b r i c k a n d tile m e n part ic ipated 
in a cont inuing program of instruc­
tion for sa lesmen on the newest tech­
n i c a l a n d promotional in format ion in 
the s t r u c t u r a l c lay products industry. 
T h e new graduates a lso rev iewed es­
tab l i shed b r i c k a n d t i l e products, 
w e r e briefed on competi t ive building 
m a t e r i a l s , observed U . S. B u r e a u of 
S t a n d a r d s tests of c lay products , and 
h e a r d t a l k s by representat ives of 
l ight and heavy construct ion. S C P I is 
the nat iona l associat ion of brick, 
s t r u c t u r a l t i le a n d a r c h i t e c t u r a l terra 
co t ta m a n u f a c t u r e r s . 

(Cont inued on Page 20) 

M c K I N L E Y 
sun control products 

"finesf under fhe s u n / " 
ali-wealher protecfion • attrac­
tive appearance • m i n i m u m 

maintenance. 
Designed by sun-control engineers 

for architect and builder—skill­
fully tnade of lifetime alumi­

num. For details, contact 
your McKinley Represent­

ative—see Sweet's A r ­
c h i t e c t u r a l F i l e 

19e/Mc. 

designed and manufactured by fhe O . O . McKINLEY C O . . I n c . • Indianapol is 5. I n d . 

L O C A L McKINLEY REPRESENTATIVES: 
New O r l e a n s - A U d u b o n 0844 • Shreveport - 5-1854 • Houston - 718 M and M Bidg . 

V E N T I L A T E D S U N C O R N I C E ^ 

vsr-

MAR9UEE.CAN0PIES 

S U N S H A D E S 

. and other metal products 

A R C H I T E C T and B U I L D E R 



N e w s 

Top A I A officers for the G u l f States Region and Louisiana and their ladies meet over 
coffee at the recent L A A meet ing: from left, G u l f States Region director John H a y e s 
Pritchard of Tunica, Mississippi, and Mrs . Pritchard, Mrs. Duncan, and H e r m a n J . Duncan, 
Jr . , newly elected president of the Louisiana Architects Association. 

Tennessee A I A 
To Meet May 10 

T h e Tennesse Soc i e ty of A r c h i t e c t s 
w i l l hold its a n n u a l s p r i n g meet ing 
M a y 10 at Chat tanooga , it has been 
announced by Zeno L . Y e a t e s , pres i ­
dent of the s ta tewide A I A group. 

T h e ful l one-day agenda includes 
the election of s ta te off icers , a n d 
delegates to the n a t i o n a l convent ion 
at Cleve land, the n o m i n a t i o n of a 
regional director, a case h i s tory of a 
Middle Tennessee c h a p t e r project , 
a report from reg iona l d i rec tor J o h n 
P r i t c h a r d on nat iona l a n d regional 
A I A act ivit ies , a n d a n address by 
Uni ted States S e n a t o r A l b e r t G o r e . 

S t a r t i n g wi th reg i s t ra t ion at the 
R e a d House from 8 to 9:30 a.m., the 
agenda includes: 

A report by soc iety s e c r e t a r y -
t r e a s u r e r J a c k B l a n d . 

A report by H a r r y T o u r on the 
S o u t h e r n Regional E d u c a t i o n B o a r d , 
a n d archi tec t -engineer relat ions , 
chiefly concerning c o n t r a c t f o r m s a n d 
a recommended code of profess ional 
ethics. 

Nominat ions for reg iona l d irector , 
to succeed J o h n P r i t c h a r d , whose 
t e r m expires next y e a r . T h e nominee 
selected at C h a t t a n o o g a w i l l be pre­
sented at the regional meet ing next 
October. 

A n i l lus trated discuss ion by C l i n t o n 
E . B r u s h , H I , and h is Midd le T e n n e s ­
see chapter committee , on the a r c h i ­
tects' 1970 project ion of the N a s h v i l l e 
downtown area, w h i c h the group r e ­
cent ly completed a n d presented to 

MAY. 1958 

Nashv i l l e officials a n d c iv ic l eaders . 
P e r c y B . Shepherd, pres ident of the 

Chat tanooga chapter , w i l l pres ide a t 
the luncheon w h i c h w i l l f e a t u r e a n 

(Cont inued on P a g e 16) 

LSU Students 
Make Houston Tour 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l s tudents f r o m L o u i s i ­
a n a S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y h a d a n oppor­
tunity to see how things a r e done in 
T e x a s recent ly , on a three -day tour 
of Houston a r c h i t e c t u r a l c o n s t r u c t i o n 
arranged by the L S U D e p a r t m e n t of 
A r c h i t e c t u r e . 

F a c u l t y members C . H . J o r d a n a n d 
W . W . W i l k i n s and 16 L S U a r c h i t e c ­

t u r a l s tudents w e r e on the tr ip , w h i c h 
inc luded vis i ts to two schools of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , s e v e r a l of f ice bu i ld ings 
a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y res idences . T h e 
group w e r e also guests of H o u s t o n 
a r c h i t e c t K a r l K a m r a t h a t a w e e k e n d 
b r e a k f a s t a t h i s home. 

T h e tour began w i t h a v i s i t t h r o u g h 
the D e p a r t m e n t of A r c h i t e c t u r e a t 
R i c e U n i v e r s i t y , a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n on 
the c a m p u s . O n subsequent d a y s the 
group vis i ted the D e p a r t m e n t of 
A r c h i t e c t u r e at the U n i v e r s i t y of 
Hous ton , a n arch i t ec t ' s off ice , the 
B a n k of the S o u t h w e s t , the T e x a s 
M e d i c a l C e n t e r a n d the M e d i c a l 
T o w e r s , new off ices of a c o n s t r u c t i o n 
company, a n d the G u l f g a t e S h o p p i n g 
C e n t e r . (Photo on P a g e 10) 

Miss. Group 
Adopts Plan 

T h e D e S o t o C o u n t y , M i s s i s s i p p i 
board of superv i sors h a s a d o p t e d a 
long-range m a s t e r p l a n f o r the e n t i r e 
county , accord ing to a n a n n o u n c e ­
ment . 

T h e a n n o u n c e m e n t s a i d t h a t the 
p l a n is ta i lored to f it i n w i t h t h e 
p lan for S h e l b y C o u n t y , T e n n e s s e e e 
to the nor th . 

J . B . B e l l , m a y o r of H e r n a n d o , M i s ­
s iss ippi , a n d a m e m b e r of the D e S o t o 
C o u n t y P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n , s a i d 
the D ibb le P l a n r e c o m m e n d s z o n i n g 
for the county a n d proposes a s y s t e m 
of roads a n d subdivis ion r e g u l a t i o n s 
to serve as a guide. 

National officers of the Structural C l a y Products Institute met with the b o a r d of d i r e c ­
tors of the Mississippi-Louisiana Brick & Tile Manufacturers association A p r i l 18 at J a c k s o n , 
Mississippi. From left, A d m i r a l J o e W . ' Stryker, S C P I executive director; S C P I p r e s i d e n t 
Kenneth W . Dunwody, of M a c o n , G e o r g i a ; Mississ ippi-Louisiana Brick & Tile M a n u f a c t u r e r s 
association president Char l e s L . La ird , of Hol ly Springs, Mississippi, and W . D . R a m e y of 
Jackson, Mississippi, executive secretary of the Mississ ippi-Louisiana group. 



Students on the L S D Department of Arch i tec ture tour of Houston construction, at the 
site of the Buckminister Fuller geodes ic dome being built on the University of Houston 
campus . Sheets on ground are for plexiglass skin of dome. 

A F Housing 
Units Sold 

T h e A i r F o r c e h a s announced in 
W a s h i n g t o n t h a t it h a s p u r c h a s e d 
858 units of on-base housing at K e e s -
l e r A i r F o r c e B a s e , B i l o x i . Miss i s s ippi 

f r o m M i l i t a r y Housing , Inc . . of M e m ­
phis, Tennessee . 

T h e A i r F o r c e reported it pa id 
$1,572,977 for the project and as ­
s u m e d mortgages of $6,122,084 for a 
tota l purchase price of $7,695,061. 

O f f i c e r s of M i l i t a r y Housing. I n c . , 

a t M e m p h i s include J a m e s E . Mc-
Gehee , president, a n d R u s s e l l W i l k i n ­
son a n d Rober t G . S n o w d e n as other 
f i r m pr inc ipa l s . 

T h e housing units are said to have 
been built s evera l y e a r s ago under 
the W h e r r y B i l l , w h i c h permitted pri­
vate o w n e r s h i p of s u c h housing units 
on government property under long-
t e r m lease. 

Shreveport Gets 
Low-Cost Homes 

T h e f irs t new local a r e a subdivision 
for Shrevepor t in more than five 
y e a r s to feature low-cost homes wi l l 
be built jus t south of the new Mil i ­
t a r y B r i d g e approach in Boss ier Ci ty , 
accord ing to an announcement . 

D o n S . C o l e m a n , president of the 
D S C Corporat ion , developers of the 
project , sa id the subdivision is the 
f irst in the Shreveport -Boss i er C i t y 
a r e a to be built under the federal 
government 's new 200 mi l l ion dollar 
" P r o g r a m Nine," designed to provide 
long t e r m loans for s m a l l home buy­
ers . 

C o l e m a n said that w o r k is a lready 
progress ing on the grading of streets 
in the proposed subdivision. H e said 
the p r o j e c t is scheduled for comple­
tion by October 1 of this year . 

Your clients will go for beautiful, practical 

STACK W I N D O W S 

There's a growing demand for stack-type 
windows because they are pract ical as well 
as beaut i ful . They allow architects to design 
windows that a l l o ^ perfect lighting and ven­
tilation. I D E A L Stack Windows are precis­
ion-made of select Western Ponderosa Pine 
and are Preservative Treated . Four types of 
sash are avai lable: awning with push bar; 
awning with roto-operator; hopper; and 
fixed. Fully weatherstr ipped. Avai lable in 
variety of sizes, units can be combined in 
numerous ways to form window area of al­
most any dimension. 

Manufactured By 

IDEAL C O . * W A C O . TEX. 

SOLD AT LUMBER YARDS 
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ACTIVITIES O F THE 

GULF STATES REGION A. I .A, 

Elected last month to guide the Louisiana Architects Association for the coming year 
were (from left) second vice-president O . J . Baiter, Baton Rouge; secretary Joseph M . 
Brocato, Alexandria; first vice-president G . Scott Smitherman, Shreveport; president Herman 
J . Duncan, J r . , Alexandria , and treaurer John I. Neel , Monroe. 

Duncan Elected 
By Louisiana 

M e m b e r s of the L o u i s i a n a A r c h i ­
tects Assoc iat ion ga thered A p r i l 19 
in Monroe for the ir s ta tewide meet­
ing. 

H e r m a n J . D u n c a n , J r . , of A l e x a n ­
dr ia , was elected pres ident of the 
s tate group for the coming y e a r , suc­
ceeding W i l l i a m B a i l e y S m i t h of B a ­
ton Rouge. O t h e r of f icers e lec ted at 
the meeting w e r e G . S c o t t S m i t h e r ­
m a n of Shreveport , f irst v ice -pres i ­
dent; O. J . B a k e r , B a t o n Rouge, sec­
ond vice-president; Joseph M . B r o ­
cato, A l e x a n d r i a , s e c r e t a r y , a n d J o h n 
I . Neel , Monroe, t r easurer . 

T h e group voted to r e t a i n legal 
counsel to w o r k on suggested legis la­
tion that would s t rengthen the L o u ­
i s iana law re la t ive to the p r a c t i c e of 
arch i tec ture , fo l lowing a report by 
L A A legislative commit tee c h a i r m a n 
J o h n F . Wi l son of B a t o n Rouge. H i s 
committee wi l l prepare a c o n t r a c t 
wi th the attorney, who w i l l a lso check 
any proposals a f fec t ing L o u i s i a n a a r ­
chitects placed before the L o u i s i a n a 
L e g i s l a t u r e d u r i n g the next two 
years . 

T h e group tab led any decision on 
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John H a y e s Pritchard, Tunica, Miss i ss ippi—Director 

W m . Bailey Smith, Baton Rouge, Lou i s iana—Secre tary-Treasurer 

A p p r o v a l of the L o u i s i a n a A r c h i ­
tects Assoc ia t ion becoming a s u s t a i n ­
ing m e m b e r of the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l 
of A r c h i t e c t u r a l R e g i s t r a t i o n B o a r d s 
w a s voted at the meet ing . O . J . B a ­
ker , c i t ing a l e t t e r f r o m the N C A R B , 
sa id the s m a l l fees paid by s u s t a i n i n g 
m e m b e r s a r e used to f i n a n c e v i s i t a ­
tions for a c c r e d i t a t i o n a n d s e t t i n g up 
a p r o g r a m to a i d a n d expedi te the 
reg i s t ra t ion of a r c h i t e c t s f r o m one 
s ta te to another . 

J i m Wol f , r e c e n t l y n a m e d c h a i r m a n 
of host c h a p t e r ac t iv i t i e s by the N e w 
O r l e a n s A I A c h a p t e r g r o u p for the 
1959 nat iona l A I A convent ion in the i r 
c i ty , reported on the p r e l i m i n a r y a r ­
rangements now u n d e r w a y . " W e a r e 
now developing o u r c o m m i t t e e s , a n d 
I k n o w that we' l l be c a l l i n g on a l l 
L A A members , a n d t h e i r w ives , f o r 
as s i s tance in a r r a n g i n g the bes t A I A 
convent ion in h i s tory ," W o l f s a i d . 

J o h n P r i t c h a r d of T u n i c a , M i s s i s ­
sippi , A I A d i r e c t o r for the G u l f S t a t e s 
Reg ion , spoke br ie f ly on c u r r e n t a c t i ­
v i t ies throughout the f i ve - s ta te r e ­
gion. C o m m e n t i n g on r e c e n t t r ips 
a r o u n d the a r e a , P r i t c h a r d s a i d per ­
m i t s a n d plans out for bids a r e h i g h e r 
t h a n usual a r o u n d the reg ion . 

T h e L o u i s i a n a group w a s a d d r e s s e d 
i n f o r m a l l y by G . A . S m a l l i n g , coord i ­
n a t o r of school p l a n n i n g a n d c o n ­
s t ruc t ion for E a s t B a t o n R o u g e p a r -
i.sh. H e descr ibed the o r g a n i z a t i o n of 
the L o u i s i a n a S t a t e C o u n c i l on S c h o o l 

( C o n t i n u e d on P a g e 12) 

re ta in ing public relat ions counsel for 
the s tate association, fol lowing re ­
ports from several off icers. 

PLAN N O W 
TO ATTEND 

Gulf S+a+es Regional 
Conference 

Biloxi. Miss.. Oct . 5-8 

Shown winding up plans for the L A A meeting are Monroe A I A chapter m e m e r s ( L . to 
R.) Herbert Land , J r . , Milton S. Pickett, John I. N e e l and Lon S. Heuer . O t h e r c o m m i t t e e 

chairmen who arranged details of the meeting included Beuford S . J a c k a , W i l l i a m K i n g 
Stubbs, Milton King, Ray Johnson, and Howard Rivers. 

I I 



Duncan E lec ted— 
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 11) 

P l a n n i n g a n d C o n s t r u c t i o n , a n a d ­
j u n c t of the L o u i s i a n a T e a c h e r s Asso­
c iat ion . " T h i s group w a s formed two 
y e a r s ago to b r i n g the 'pros' together 
to exchange ideas." H e sa id the next 
m e e t i n g of the s tate counc i l would 
be he ld in November , d u r i n g the L o u ­
i s i a n a T e a c h e r s Assoc ia t ion conven­
t ion in A l e x a n d r i a . 

A tour of a r c h i t e c t u r a l cons truc ­
t ion in Monroe , w h i c h inc luded gov­
e r n m e n t a l buildings, off ice buildings, 
a n d res idences fo l lowed the business 
sess ion. 

T h e one-day meet ing closed w i t h a 
S a t u r d a y evening cockta i l par ty a n d 
buffet d i n n e r at the B a y o u D e S i a r d 
C o u n t r y C l u b . 

H o s t for the meet ing w a s the M o n ­
roe A I A chapter . H . H . L a n d , S r . . is 
pres ident of the Monroe group. L o n 
S . H e u e r w a s in c h a r g e of local a r ­
r a n g e m e n t s f or the s tatewide con­
c l a v e . 

L A A m e m b e r s a t tending the A p r i l 
19 m e e t i n g inc luded: 

F r o m S h r e v e p o r t : M u r f f O'Nea l , 
W i l l i a m B . W i e n e r , P . G . A n n a n , J . 
J a c k C l o u t i e r , W i l l i a m C . G i l m e r , D e ­
w e y A . S o m d a l , G . S c o t t S m i t h e r m a n . 
J o h n A . W a l k e r . M a r s h a l l H . W a l k e r , 
a n d J e s s e O . M o r g a n , J r . 

B a t o n R o u g e : O . J . B a k e r , J o h n F . 
W i l s o n a n d T . C l a y t o n S m i t h . 

M o n r o e : W i l l i a m K i n g Stubbs , H . 
H . L a n d , S r . , H e r b e r t L a n d . J r . , J o h n 
I . N e e l , R o y Johns , L . Mi l ton K i n g , 
L o n S . H e u e r , H o w a r d R i v e r s , B . G . 
J a c k a , a n d M i l t o n P i c k e t t . 

A l e x a n d r i a : H e r m a n J . D u n c a n , J r . , 
J o s e p h M . B r o c a t o a n d R o b e r t D . 
W y n n e . 

N e w O r l e a n s : A l b e r t J . Wol f , J r . , 
M . W a y n e Stof f le , a n d M i s s Mi ldred 
M a t h e s . 

L a k e C h a r l e s : Rober t L . M i l l e r . 
H a m m o n d : A . J a c k s o n D a v i s . 
N a t c h i t o c h e s : E . P . Dobson, J r . 
G u e s t s a t severa l of the funct ions 

inc luded H o r a c e R . B r o w n of the 
s t a t e l i cens ing board for genera l con­
t r a c t o r s . B a t o n Rouge; J . H . H e a r d 
of W e s t Monroe, president of the 
N o r t h e a s t L o u i s i a n a A G C chapter , 
a n d G . A . S m a l l i n g of the E a s t B a t o n 
R o u g e School B o a r d staff . 

Coming in June: 

A Report on the 

Tennessee A I A Meet ing 

Scenes from the L A A Convention 

Hosts and guests gather at the L A A meet ing: from left, L. Milton King, founder of the 
Monroe A I A chapter, which served as host for the meet ing; S . A . Smalling. coordinator of 
school planning and construction for East Baton Rouge par ish; current Monroe A I A chapter 
president Herbert H. Land , and J . H . H e a r d of W e s t Monroe, president of the Northeast 
Louisiana A G C chapter. 

The Louisiana Architects Associat ion meeting Apri l 19 at Monroe ended with a dinner 
(above) at the Bayou DeSiard country c lub. 

New Officers for Central Louisiana A IA 

12 

Recently e lected officers of the C e n t r a l Louisiana chapter , A l A , for this year are (L . to 
R.) Joseph M. Brocato, president; Char les T. Roberts, v ice-president , and Robert D. Wynne , 
secretary-treasurer, all of Alexandria. 
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Along with new medical advances and 

improved care, institutional patients 

now benefit from bright and cheerful 

surroundings. For a case in point, turn 

the page: 

MAY. 1958 
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Patients' entrance to right, staff entrance at left 

Circular Core System Provides 

Funcfional Cafeteria Buildirig 
The "cafeteria in the round" 

designed by Barron, Heinberg 
and Brocato, architects of Alex­
andria, La., for the Central Lou­
isiana State Hospital at Pineville 
was the logical conclusion to spe­
cial design considerations of use 
and location. 

The cafeteria building had to 
serve three dining areas from a 
central kitchen and food prep­
aration area, and the most con­
venient site a v a i l a b l e was 
bounded by a circular drive. The 
result: a handsome, bright cafe­
teria in the round that stands in 
sharp contrast to institutional 
buildings of the past. 

The concrete frame structure, 
w i t h flat slab roof, has a colorful 
exterior of black brick work, and 
rubbed white concrete, wi th por­
celain enamel panels of a vibrant 
red. 

The design requirements had 

14 

to provide for preparing and 
serving of meals, in two shifts, to 
600 female patients, a barber-
beauty shop for those patients, 
and dining lounge for doctors 
and staff. The cafeteria building 
had to be convenient to the sev­
eral dormitory buildings, and 
provided with covered walkways 
to each of the dormitory build­
ings. 

A perimeter porch went into 
the design, to offer easy access to 
the barber-beauty shop and the 
two dining areas for the patients, 
and, for the staff, access to their 
lounge and dining area. The 
porch also allowed easy servic­
ing to and through the kitchen 
and storage areas. 

The porch's overhang, and 
strategically located aluminum 
sun shades, fends off the bright 
sun glare from March through 
September. 

The porcelain enamel panels 
in the window wall construction 
were used for all exterior walls. 
A l l interior partitions are 4-inch 
ceramic glazed structural tile. 
Floors are terrazzo throughout 
the dining, lounge and service 
areas. Quarry tile was used on 
the floors of the kitchen and 
food preparation areas. 

The slab ceiHngs in the dining 
rooms have acoustical plaster ap­
plied between the c o n c r e t e 
beams. In the kitchen area, the 
ceiling is raised above the roof 
of the adjacent areas, creating a 
mechanical penthouse. Four 4-
foot-square skylights flood the 
kitchen area with natural light. 
The penthouse provides accessi­
ble pipe chases and houses large 
exhaust fans which ventilate the 
entire building. The building is 
heated from the central core and 
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radiantly heated from the slab 
at the perimeter. 

Interior colors are subdued in 
the tile and floor, wi th accents of 
red, lime, yellow and blue in the 
light fixtures, tables and plastic 
chairs. The tables and lighting 
fixtures r e p e a t the circular 
theme of the basic design. 

The project was started in the 
spring of 1956 and completed last 
fal l . 

Architects: Barron, Heinberg 
& Brocato, Alexandria. Mechani­
cal engineers: Chesson, Forrest 
& Holland, Baton Rouge. Struc-
t u r a l engineers: Leroy A. 
Staples, Alexandria. Contractor: 
James A. Eiland, Jr., Bunkie, La. 
Owner: Louisiana State Build­
ing Authority, Baton Rouge. 

Photographs by Frank Lotz 
Miller. 

T O P : 

The staff dining room and lounge con­
tinues the circular motif in lighting fixtures, 
tables. 

C E N T E R : 

This detai l of the staff entrance shows the 
overhang of the perimeter porch and alum­
inum sun shades (center ) that ward off g lare . 

B O T T O M : 

Patients' dining room, l ighted by grad­
uated circular fixtures from per imeter to 
central core. 
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For the Gulf States 

, — A n o t h e r Acc red i ted Archi tectural Curriuculum Due 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t of another fu l ly a c ­

cred i t ed p r o g r a m of profess ional 
t r a i n i n g in a r c h i t e c t u r e for the G u l f 
S t a t e s region n e a r e d fulf i l lment last 
m o n t h , w h e n the board of supervisors 
of L o u i s i a n a S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y approv­
ed a new, f i v e - y e a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l c u r ­
r i c u l u m . 

O n l y A u b u r n , T u l a n e and the U n i ­
v e r s i t y of A r k a n s a s now have a c c r e ­
di ted schools of a r c h i t e c t u r e in the 
f ive-s tate region, w h i c h includes A l a ­
b a m a , A r k a n s a s , L o u i s i a n a , Mis s i s ­
s ippi a n d Tennes see . 

What It Means 
U n t i l the recent act ion by the L S U 

b o a r d of superv i sors , the un ivers i ty 
h a d a f o u r - y e a r program, graduat ing 
b a c h e l o r s of sc ience in a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
engineer ing . T h e L S U move m e a n s : 

T h e ex i s t ing D e p a r t m e n t of A r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l E n g i n e e r i n g now becomes 
the D e p a r t m e n t of A r c h i t e c t u r e . 

T h e first B a c h e l o r of A r c h i t e c t u r e 
f r o m L o u i s i a n a S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y w i l l 
be g r a d u a t e d in J u n e of 1961. S t u ­
dents w i l l now reg i s t er in a r c h i t e c ­
ture , r a t h e r t h a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l eng­
ineer ing . 

M o r e than 20 hours of addi t ional 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l design courses w i l l be 
added to the c u r r i c u l u m , in addit ion 
to new courses in c i ty p lanning, m a ­
ter ia l s of cons truct ion , a n d a r c h i t e c ­
t u r a l de l ineat ion. C h e m i s t r y a n d c e r ­
t a i n eng ineer ing courses w i l l be drop­
ped. 

Licensing Eased 
T h e new fifth y e a r c u r r i c u l u m wi l l 

be taught for the first t ime in S e p ­
t e m b e r of 1960. 

I t is expected that a t l eas t one pro­
fessor a y e a r w i l l be added to the 
present s i x - m a n f a c u l t y dur ing the 
n e x t three y e a r s . 

T h e change w i l l fac i l i ta te the l i ­
cens ing of L S U graduates in other 
s tates , most of w h i c h require g r a d ­
uat ion f r o m a n accredi ted five-year 
p r o g r a m , or equiva lent exper ience in 
a n arch i t ec t ' s office. 

N o one could be more pleased wi th , 
o r due m o r e c r e d i t f or the c u r r e n t 
deve lopments t h a n O. J . B a k e r , head 
of the L S U D e p a r t m e n t of A r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l E n g i n e e r i n g s ince its incep­
tion in 1950, a n d now h e a d of the 
n e w D e p a r t m e n t of A r c h i t e c t u r e . 

P r o f e s s o r B a k e r gives the cred i t to 
profess ional groups such as A I A . in ­
d i v i d u a l a r c h i t e c t s , his super iors a n d 
s ta f f a t the univers i ty , a n d other 
schools of a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

" D e a n D i n w i d d l e of T u l a n e ' s school 
of a r c h i t e c t u r e w a s inva luab le in our 

gett ing the new program approved," 
R a k e r said. H e pointed out that the 
T u l a n e arch i t ec ture dean went on 
r e c o r d three years ago in favor of the 
n e w L S U program. "He feels tha t 
there is a need for more schools of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e in the United Sta tes , 
a n d especial ly in our fast growing 
a r e a , a n d that a nearby school c a n 
be of great help in coordinat ing a n d 
exchang ing not only ideas in our field, 
but problems in design, del ineation 
techniques, and so forth." 

P r o f e s s o r B a k e r also credits the 
indiv idual archi tects in his a r e a , 
through the A I A , for gett ing the 
p r o g r a m approved. " B y becoming a c ­
t ive in the A I A , I came to know the 
a r c h i t e c t s in this region, had a 
chance to tell them our s tory a n d 
they rea l ly pushed for the program." 

Much Credit Due 
B u t to those who have fol lowed 

the progress of the L S U development 
s ince architect B a k e r arr ived on the 
loca l scene f rom Il l inois in 1946, 
there's little doubt w h e r e the m a j o r 
p a r t of the credit properly resides. 

T h e l imited a r c h i t e c t u r a l engineer­
ing program that w a s conducted by 
the s tate univers i ty before W o r l d 
W a r I I was non-existent w h e n B a ­
k e r w a s invited by L e o J . L a S a l l e , 
dean of the L S U College of E n g i n e e r ­
ing, to head up the L S U housing re ­
s e a r c h program. 

A Program Grows 
S i n c e the beginning in 1950, w h e n 

a total of about 45 students w e r e in 
the a r c h i t e c t u r a l engineering pro­
g r a m , the department has g r o w n to 
w h e r e it now has approximate ly 150 
s tudents under the four-year c u r r i ­
c u l u m . G r a d u a t e s of the f o u r - y e a r 
p r o g r a m have distinguished themse l ­
ves in the L o u i s i a n a state arch i tec t s ' 
examinat ions . 

" T h e most diff icult thing to l e a r n 
how to do, when you're t ry ing to put 
across a program l ike this, it to l e a r n 
h o w to relax, and wait ," B a k e r sa id 
recent ly . "Now that the p r o g r a m is 
underway , we feel it is going to snow­
bal l , in support, in interest , a n d in 
enrol lment ." 

F o r O . J . B a k e r , head of the new 
D e p a r t m e n t of A r c h i t e c t u r e a t L o u ­
i s i a n a State Un ivers i ty , the w a i t i n g 
is pret ty mu ch over. A n d probably 
not too long a f t e r that first B a c h e l o r 
of A r c h i t e c t u r e is graduated, the G u l f 
S t a t e s w i l l have another fu l ly a c c r e ­
dited program in a r c h i t e c t u r a l educa­
tion. 
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Tennessee A I A — 
(Cont inued from Page 9) 

address by United S t a t e s Senator 
A l b e r t G o r e of Tennessee , m e m b e r of 
the S e n a t e committees on public 
w o r k s a n d finance. 

R e g i o n a l d irector J o h n P r i t c h a r d 
w i l l then receive the report on the 
s ecre t bal lot ing to nominate his suc­
cessor, and announce the success fu l 
candidate . 

P l a q u e s w i l l be presented a t the 
luncheon to past s tate society presi­
dents W i l l i a m C o x , H e n r y Cl in ton 
P a r r e n t , J r . , of Nashv i l l e , Gordon L . 
S m i t h of Chat tanooga and H a r r y B . 
T o u r of Knoxv i l l e . 

T h e af ternoon session w i l l begin 
w i t h a report on regional a n d na­
t ional A I A act ivit ies by regional di­
r e c t o r P r i t c h a r d , w h o w i l l have only 
r e c e n t l y re turned f r o m the annual 
m e e t i n g of the Inst i tute 's B o a r d of 
D i r e c t o r s , scheduled in the week prior 
to the Tennessee s tate meeting. 

A discussion of the 1958 national 
convent ion to be held J u l y 7-11 at 
C l e v e l a n d , and election of Tennessee 
Soc ie ty off icers a n d nat ional dele­
gates w i l l be followed by v iewing of 
the two brand new A I A motion pic­
tures . "A School for Johnny" and 
" W h a t I s A House ?" 

S t a t e president Zeno L . Y e a t e s said 
he w a s appointing a Spec ia l C o m m i t ­
tee f or F e l l o w Nominat ions , and be­
cause the Middle Tennessee C h a p t e r 
w i l l f u r n i s h state off icers for the 
coming year , had a s k e d C l i n t P a r -
rent of that chapter to be c h a i r m a n 
of the new committee, to serve with 
C h a r l e s Peete, F e l d e r W e e k s and T . 
L e l a n d A s h y . H i s act ion came as a 
resu l t of a report to regional director 
J o h n P r i t c h a r d f r o m J a c k B . Smi th , 
F A I A , of Memphis , who is current ly 
s e r v i n g on the J u r y of F e l l o w s . The 
meet ing of the J u r y of F e l l o w s last 
m o n t h at the Octagon did not have 
the n a m e s for a n y G u l f S t a t e s Region 
a r c h i t e c t s submitted for consideration 
for advancement to F e l l o w from the 
ent i re region. 

" O u r neighboring regions have a 
tota l of eight f rom T e x a s a n d seven 
f r o m the South A t l a n t i c , of which 
four are first submissions f rom Texas 
a n d s ix are first submiss ions f rom the 
S o u t h A t l a n t i c region," S m i t h report­
ed. " I n v i e w of nex t year ' s A I A con­
vent ion being in N e w Or leans , in our 
Region , I hope something w i l l inspire 
our chapters to init iate first submis­
sions for the j u r y ' s consideration 
before tha t convention." Nominat ions 
m u s t be filed by F e b r u a r y 1, 1959. 
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Sou+h's Economy 
Boom Continues 

A prediction that booming plant ex­
pansion and creation of more jobs 
w i l l continue at a fast rate in the 
South was voiced by six industr ial 
executives sei'ving as a panel of 
judges on the Memphis Commercial 
Appeal's Industr ia l Awards Contest. 

Winners of the program which fea­
tures recognition to communities ac­
tive in industr ial development w i l l 
be announced at Memphis dur ing the 
month of May. 

Speaking w i t h g lowing opt imism 
about the fu tu re of the Mid-South 
economy were: W. R. Smi th , member 
of the Arkansas Indus t r i a l Develop­
ment Commission; W i H i a m E. K e i t h . 
Director of In fo rma t ion f o r the Mis ­
sissippi Agr icu l tu ra l and Indus t r i a l 
Board; W i l l i a m F rank Lebus, Jr., d i ­
rector of the A g r i c u l t u r a l Develop­
ment Division of the Kentucky De­
partment of Economic Development; 
Ralph L . Rose, indust r ia l representa­
tive fo r the Missouri Division of Re­
sources and Development, and L . B . 
Dickson, director of the Indus t r i a l 
Division of the Alabama State Cham­
ber of Commerce. 

Smith .said Arkansas has developed 
jobs steadily at the rate of 10,000 a 
year during Arkansas' three years of 
an industr ial program. 

Rose said the state of Missouri 
broke al l records f o r industr ia l devel­
opment in the state last year, and 
has begun exploitat ion of a large de­
posit of high grade i ron ore which he 
fe l t would herald a new era of expan­
sion in south central Missouri . 

K e i t h pointed to the rapidly bulg­
ing industrial area known as Bayou 
Cossotte at Pascagoula on the Mis ­
sissippi Gulf Coast where new indus­
tries are f i l l ing a big acreage. K e i t h 
said Mississippi may have some un­
employment because of the mechani­
zation of farms, but there have been 
no big industrial layoffs . 

Dr . Whi t la tch . in discussing busi­
ness conditions in Tennessee, said 
prospects f o r new indus t ry are en­
couraging. He said not a great many 
industries are moving to Tennessee 
f r o m other sections, but many indus­
tries f r o m other parts of the country 
are expanding by bui ld ing new plants 
in this area to take care of growing 
markets i n the South and Southwest. 

Dickson said the economic pic­
ture in Alabama is en t i re ly stable 
" w i t h the possible exception of the 
texti le industry." 

Winners of the indust r ia l develop­
ment program w i l l be chosen in each 
of four population classes. 

New Commercial 
Center Announced 

A new commercial and residential 
development has been announced f o r 
Southwest Jackson, Mississippi. 

The project w i l l be located on the 
Florence McAlphin Estate property 
at Terry and McDowel l Roads. 

Wetmore and Parman. Inc.. gen­
eral contractors have already been 
awarded a contract fo r the construc­
tion of a new supiM-market. 

According to an announcement, the 
supermarket w i l l be located on the 

northwest corner of a 25 acre t rac t 
and w i l l be the f i r s t commercia l 
s t ructure bu i l t on the T e r r y Road 
frontage. Addi t iona l uni ts w i l l be 
constructed as leases are completed, 
the announcement said. 

The balance of the estate p rope r ty 
has been zoned f o r residential use and 
w i l l be planned fo r a f u t u r e residen­
t i a l development in keeping w i t h the 
surrounding homes. 

Plans and specifications f o r the 
project were prepared by Jackson 
architects Biggs. Wei r and Chandler . 

Holmes Ford Company showroom in Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana. Contractor, L. W . Eaton and C o . Used on 

71/2' centers, the laminated beams (5I/4" x I 3". 40' 

In length) extend through the plate glass to support 

a 10' overhang. 

3717 FLORIDA • 
R o n a l d A . C o c o , I n c . 

• B A T O N R O U G E , L A . 

J 
D I A L Dl 2-5242 

M A Y , 1958 17 



NASHVILLE'S 
BLUEPRINT 

FOR 1970 

Middle Tennessee A I A 

Chapter Completes 

Community Project, Draws 

High Praise for V/ork 

Bert Brush (right), who directed the 
Middle Tennessee A I A project, points 
out a feature of one of the panoramic 
drawings to U, S. Chamber of Com­
merce president Philip M. Talbot (cen­
ter) and Dr. J . L. Sullivan, chairman 
of the Central Ci ty committee of the 
Nashville Chamber of Commerce. 

Last August the Middle Tennessee 
chapter of A I A was asked by the 
Nashvil le Chamber of Commerce to 
project its "Central Ci ty" into the 
year 1970. 

Last month the chapter in present­
ing the report, provided a classic 
example of community action by 
architects and brought down upon i t ­
self a quick and gra te fu l response 
f r o m ci ty olTicials, other civic leaders 
and the press. 

Said the Nashville Banner i n an 
edi tor ial , "Nashville architects of the 
Middle Tennessee Chapter, American 
Ins t i tu te of Architects, have raised a 
vision and presented a challenge. 

"They have looked ahead through 
the next decade and created—with 
s k i l l , logic and keen imagination—a 
pract ical dream of what Nashville's 
v i t a l downtown can become in 1970. 

"We have needed a point of begin­
ning. This, the committee of Nash-
x i l l c architects has provided. The 
Banner congratulates these men who 
have worked hard and wel l to l i f t 
this challenge for the progress of our 
community." 

Nashville mayor Ben West called 
the report "a breath of f resh a i r" 
when the c a r e f u l l y packaged, 
thought fu l ly presented report was un­
veiled at the Central City Recogni­
t ion dinner of the local Chamber of 
Commerce. " I t is obvious that this i.s 
what Nashville of the fu tu re must 
become," the mayor said. "The pre­
cise method and manner fo r achiev­
ing these goals can be worked out as 

we progress step by step, but this 
report is certainly the vision in broad 
scope of the Nashville of 1970." 

A t a subsequent f o r u m participated 
in by the A I A Chapter before the 
Nashvil le Junior Chamber of Com­
merce, f o r u m chairman Doug Fisher, 
executive counsel to Governor Frank 
Clement, recognized the long months 
of s tudy and work given to the proj­
ect by the architects, in saying, "Let 
us never forget in the years ahead, 
as some of the improvements men­
tioned here begin to crystallize, how 
much we owe to these men." Finan­
cial ly, that could have been consider­
able, according to Fisher. "Fort 
W o r t h just paid $75,000 f o r a similar 
survey," he told the fo rum audience. 

The community's reaction to the 
project contributed by the architects 
was summed up by Middle Tennessee 
A I A chapter president W. T e r r i l l Hall 
recently. "The enthusia.sm w i t h which 
it was received by the Chamber of 
Commerce and subsequent groups to 
which it has been shown is really 
t e r r i f i c and extremely g ra t i fy ing to 
the local chapter." 

The s t r ik ing concept developed by 
project chairman Clinton E. Brush. 
I l l , and his committee could hardly 
have fa i led to draw applause. Seven 
long months went into its design and 
preparation. The end product was 
presented clearly in lecture form, 
i l lus t ra ted by color slides and backed 
up by large, panoramic drawings. 

The plan fo r the downtown area 
stresses easy accpss. comfort , spaci-
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uusness. beauty, u t i l i t y and recrea­
tional facilities. 

The planning tha t went into the 
report emphasizes flexibility. "We did 
not feel called upon to anticipate 
fancy archi tectural designs of the 
fu ture , or to plan specific buildings 
for specific purposes," says Bert 
Brush, "rather we fe l t that we should 
suggest reasonable possibilities, that 
could be accomplished by both public 
and private groups." 

Highl ights of the extensive report 
included these suggestions: 

"Opening up" a port ion of the c i ty 
by creating a square and pedestrian 
shopping mall . F r o m the square pe­
destrian t ra f f ic would flow across a 
bridge spanning a major exist ing 
street and on to a plaza covering 
mult i - level parking areas and sup­
por t ing important buildings. 

Location of the much-discussed 
theater-auditorium in the center of 
the proposed plaza, which would be 
immediately adjacent to the heart of 
the ci ty. 

Five modifications to the t r a f f i c 
system, making t w o ma jo r streets 
one-way, widening two others, and 
closing another to regular vehicular 
t r a f f i c . 

The establishment of a f ree shutt le 
bus system moving in a loop, which 
could be operated f o r less than one-
half m i l l per dol lar of the annual 
gross sales w i t h i n the central c i ty . 

Renewal of a large area now hous­
ing antiquated, pa r t i a l ly occupied 
structures, w i t h the renewed area 
terminat ing in a mar ina development 
along the Cumberland River. 

Development, adjacent to the r iver, 
of an enclosed sports and recreational 
center. 

Conservation of the downtown area 
through multiple-level construction, 
part icularly of pa rk ing facil i t ies and 
apartments. 

Looking into the f u t u r e of 1970, 
the report concluded, "Much of the 
old w i l l remain to re ta in Nashville's 
present character, but enough of the 
new w i l l be added to keep pace w i t h 
an aggressive acceptance of the f u ­
ture. Nashville w i l l accept i ts evolu­
tion gracefully because i t has already 
planned for progress. I t w i l l remain 
a ci ty proud of i ts heritage and 
awake to its potential ." 

And, i t would seem f r o m the recent 
comments, Nashville w i l l continue 
to take pride in its community-
spirited architects. 

0m 

The dramatic plaza in fhe heart of the city, envisioned by +h« 
Middle Tennessee architects. 

"Our own idea, offered without misgivings, is that just such a 
plan may well prove the salvation of the central city and the A I A 
is to be commended for so generously giving of its service and 
thought to this program," said the Nashville Tennessean in a recent 
editorial. 

A bird's eye perspective of one detail of the A I A chapter's 
version of Nashville's future look, as it would appear from across 
the Cumberland River. 
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New School 
For Mississippi 

The Educat ion Finance Commis­
sion, Jackson, Mississippi, has ap­
proved an appropriat ion of $300,000 
f o r the construct ion of the Durant 
Attendance Center f o r Negroes which 
w i l l serve approximately 800 students 
when completed. 

Construct ion on the new uni t has 
already begun. I t w i l l contain 40,200 
square feet of floor space w i t h 19 
classrooms, an announcement said. 

T . N . Touchstone, Jr., Jackson, is 
the architect f o r the project. 

The plant w i l l extract ethane, pro­
pane and butane f r o m natural gas, 
and w i l l operate in conjunction w i t h 
the gas company's Columbia Products 
extract ion plant near Magnolia. 

Other officers of the new subsidi­
ary include Donald W. Weir of 
Shreveport, vice-prpsident, and Frank 
L . Holleman, Shreveport, secretary-
treasurer. 

Rouge. Whi l e the i n i t i a l event is be­
ing supervised by the facul ty, i t is 
expected to become an annual event 
directed by students i n fu ture years. 

New Arkansas 
Plant Announced 

The construction of a three m i l l i o n 
dol lar chemical ext rac t ion plant near 
Magnol ia , Arkansas, is a step closer 
w i t h the completion of the organiza­
t i o n of Arkansas Louisiana Chemical 
Corporat ion. The new f i r m is a who l ly 
owned subsidiary of Arkansas Louis i ­
ana Gas Co. 

W . R. Stephens, A r k - L a Gas presi­
dent and board chairman said a date 
f o r construction of the new plant 
wou ld be set soon a t a meeting of 
A r k - L a Gas directors. Stephens is 
also president of the new subsidiary. 

Memphis Medal 
Goes to Gruen 

Vic tor Gruen w i l l be presented the 
Memphis A I A chapter's Gold Medal 
" fo r outstanding contributions to 
Archi tec ture and Ci ty Planning" at a 
jo in t dinner meeting A p r i l 30 of the 
Memphis chapter and the Downtown 
Association. 

The f i rs t Gold Medal was presented 
last year to Dean Pietro Relluschi of 
the Massachusetts Ins t i tu te of Tech­
nology. 

Beaux Arts Ball 
At Baton Rouge 

Archi tec tura l students and fine 
arts majors at Louisiana State U n i ­
versi ty w i l l stage their first combined 
Reaux Arts Rail on May 10 in Raton 

specify 

H A R D W O O D FLOORS 
'A' Ironbound'*' Continuous Strip* 

* Hard Map le , E d g e G r a i n , Flat 
Gra in 

* Ne w PermaCush ion* free-floating 
Floor System 

* Maple , B e e c h , B i r c h , O a k strip 
flooring a n d unit blocks 

Vir A v a i l a b l e Dr i -Vac vacuum-impreg­
nated with W O O D L I F E to resist 
moisture, termites, decay 

Â' For public, commercial and indus­
trial buildings 

* EVery installation fully guaranteed 

•T.M. Reg. U.S. Pot. Off. 

E. P. CUTHRELL FLOORING CO. 
213 First Avenue, North, Birmingham, Alabama 

W. H. MOYNAN (Distributor) 
1318 Richards Building, New Orleans 12, Louisiana 

r o lm|o n 
f e s f / v a / 

Two L S U architectural students model 
Beaux Ar ts costumes based on the poster 
design for the ball ( r ight) created by 
Malcolm Quantri l l of the university's De­
partment of Architecture faculty. 

Any surplus proceeds w i l l go to a 
special fund , to provide prizes and 
scholarship aid for outstanding stu­
dents. T o get the ba l l ro l l ing , the 
organizers are inv i t ing area archi­
tects to become sponsors, by subscrib­
ing ten dollai-s and up. 

N A M E S IN THE N E W S — 
(Continued f r o m Page 8) 

Pa t r i ck I.aw has been appointed 
d is t r ic t sales manager for the South­
ern division of Haskelite Manufactur­
ing corporation, Grand Rapids, Mich­
igan. Headquartered at At lanta , he 
w i l l supervise sales in Southern states 
of Haskelitc 's plastic laminated sand­
wich panels, used in curtain wal l 
bui lding construction and now being 
studied fo r ref r igera tor cabinets, 
the company's related panel products 
in plastics, woods and metals, and the 
company's door line. Formerly a cur­
tain w a l l materials salesman for the 
H . H . Robertson company of Pitts­
burgh, the new Southern dis t r ic t sales 
manager is a graduate in building 
const l ucl ion technology f r o m Georgia 
Tech's Southern Technological Ins t i ­
tute. 

I ' a i i l J. Washburn of New York 
Ci ty was elected president of the 
Acoustical Materials Association at 
the group's annual meeting A p r i l 14-
16 in Chicago. The new president has 
been manager of acoustics w i t h 
Johns-Manville S a l e s corporation 
since 1938. The association is com­
posed of firms manufactur ing approx­
imate ly 90 per cent of the nation's 
acoustical materials, according to 
A M A executive secretary Wallace 
W a t e r f a l l . 
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New Buildings 

Construction started in March 
on the new administration build­
ing of the Louisiana Department 
of Highways in Baton Rouge. 
The reinforced concrete frame 
structure, designed by Baton 
Rouge architect A. Hays Town, 
is being built facing the Baton 
Rouge Expressway, less than a 
mile northeast of the State Capi­
tol. The one-story wing behind 
the six-story structure is an aud­
itorium, connected to the main 
building by a covered passage­
way. 

General contractor for the job, 
scheduled to be completed in an­
other 18 months, is George A. 
Caldwell, Baton Rouge, with a 
bid of $2,549,501. 

Redemptorist High School—Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
LeBlanc & Deen, Architects 

A Bold Pleasing Design . . . 
In Modern School Construction Featuring 

The Use of Precast Beams and Channel Slabs 
For Beauty, Economy and Quality 

Specify 
C O N C R E T E C O N S T R U C T I O N PRODUCTS 

Manufactured By 

LOUISIANA CONCRETE PRODUCTS CO. , Inc. 
4747 Choctaw Rd. Baton Rouge, La, 
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Contractors Ge t 
Break on Weather 

A parish school board in Louisiana 
last month approved a resolution 
which stipulated that the board 
would give consideration to contrac­
tor ' s t ime lost due t o bad weather. 

The resolution was adopted by the 
East Baton Rouge parish school 
A p r i l 9. The board in the past has 
not generally included weather as an 
excuse f o r late completion. 

The f i r s t section of the two-part 
resolut ion stated that where adverse 
weather conditions are considered a 
m a j o r reason fo r extending time to a 
contractor , the mat ter w i l l be brought 
up to the board f o r consideration, 
on an individual job basis. The second 
par t stated that wherever a bui lding 
or por t ion of a bui lding is used by 
the school system prior to completion 
of contract , l iquidated damages which 
may have accrued may be waived at 
the board's discretion. 

A r r e n Broussard. manager-director 
of the local AGC chapter, in appear­
i n g before the school board pointed 
out that some amount of ra in f e l l on 
90 separate days f r o m last Septem­
ber through March , 1958. 

T r y i n g to "average out" doesn't 
w o r k f o r the contractor, who not 
on ly loses the actual ra iny day, but 
mus t also take at least another day 
t o get ready to w o r k again a f t e r a 
heavy ra in , Broussard said. "We 
w o u l d l ike some rel ief on current and 
f u t u r e contracts." he told the board. 

George A. Smalling, director of 
school planning and plant construc­
t i o n f o r East Baton Rouge parish, 
sa id there are instances when the 
l i n . i i d must have the school ready 
regardless of rain or inclement wea­
ther . 

Replied Broussard. "Irrespective of 
need, and we are certainly in sym­
pathy w i t h that, rain w i l l stop work , 
and tak ing the contractor's money is 
not going to get you into the build­
ing on t ime." 

350fh Anniversary 
For Southern Pine 

"We and our forefathers have f u r ­
nished more than a t r i l l i on feet of 
lumber to the nation and the wor ld . " 
Quentin T. Hardtner, Jr., president 
of the Southern Pine Association, 
told the group last month as i t mark­
ed i ts 350th anniversary w i t h a N e w 
Orleans convention. 

"We have a t imber supply tha t is 
recognized by the U . S. Forest Serv­
ice as healthy and strong," Hard tner 
said. He called fo r "aggressive re­
search and product improvement as 
wel l as the development of wider 
areas of merchandising and more i n ­
tensive trade programs." 

Memphis A G C 
Chapter Meets 

The Memphis AGC chapter held its 
f i rs t member and associate dinner 
meeting of the year A p r i l 22. 

Harvey Padgett presided at the 
dinner, which featured the Memphis 
State University athletic program, 
arranged by program chairman W a l ­
ter Roos. 

Mayor of Memphis Edmund O r g i l l 
and Forrest Ladd, chairman of the 
Chamber of Commerce committee on 
Memphis State development, were 
among the guests. 

M E E T I N G S 
• May 1-4—Hoin<> Builders Assn. 

of Oreatvr Baton R<)ug<% home show. 
Ryan Fie ld gymnasium. Baton Rouge. 

• May 4-7—Air ( 'onditloiiinf; and 
Uef r i j f r r a t i cn i Ins t i tu te , annual meet­
i n g . The Homestead, Hot Springs, Va. 

• May «-7—LouiMiana I{caltors 
.Assn., real estate seminars. New Or­
leans and Shreveport, respectively. 

• May 7-8—National Association 
of Home Builders, business mnnage-
ment clinic. Nat ional Housing Center. 
Washington . D . C. 

• May 10—The Tennessee Society 
o f Arel i i tects , annual spring meeting. 
Read House. Chattanooga. 

• May 13—Construction Indus t ry 
Asso('iati<»n of New Orleans, seafood 
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party. Municipal Audi tor ium, New 
Orleans. 

• May 13-11—INireelain Knaniel 
Ins t i tu te , rjiid-ycar divisional confer­
ence, Edgewater Beach Hotel , Chi­
cago. 

• May 18-'^I—Anu'riean Ins t i tu te 
of Dei-orators, annual conference. 
Sheraton-Plaza H o t e l , Boston. 

• Juno 5-7—Mississippi-Louisiana 
BrieU and Tib- >Ianufacturers' Assn.. 
annual convention. Edgewater Gulf 
Hotel . Edgewater Park, Mississippi. 

• July 7-11—American Ins t i tu te of 
Architects, n a t i o n a l convention. 
Cleveland. 

• Oc t. 5-8 — Gulf States Keglon 
AI.A, annual conference. Bi loxi , Miss. 

BLUE PRINT 
SERVICES 

Rates on request for small-
space service advertisements. 
Write Architect & Builder. P. O . 
Box 301, Baton Rouge, Louisi­

ana. 

New Orleans 
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a P R O D U C T A P P L I C A T I O N 

New Cabinet Line 

Whelan's of Topeka has announced 
the introduction of a f u l l l ine of 
M V M All-Purpose cabinets fo r school 
use. 

U n i f o r m lengths and matching si l­
ver birch finish permit the choosing 
of various combinations to make up 
units for every type of classroom, in 
unl imited arrangements, the an­
nouncement said. 

The cabinets can be used f o r stor­
age, w o r k counters and room dividers. 
Doors are offered in five color choices 
designed to harmonize w i t h class­
room decor. 

According to the announcement, 
Whelan's is producing a completely 
new line of bi rch home economics, 
.science, and ar t laboratory equipment 
f o r junior high and high schools. 

(For catalog and price lists circle 
No. 1 on page 25.) 

Builf-ln Unit 2 

The Perfection Industries Divis ion 
of Hupp Corporation has announced 
a new type of combination furnace-
a i r conditioner, which features gas-
or oil-f ired units that can be bu i l t - in 
anywhere in the home. A l l duct con­
nections can be made f r o m the top 
which permits an "is land" instal la­
t ion as shown in the photograph 
above. 

According to the announcement the 
unit needs no clearance areas on the 
sides or back, dust-collecting crevices 
are eliminated. 

The manufacturer said that the 
Regulaire unit was chosen by the 
United States Government and the 
Ins t i tu te of Contemporary Ar t s , to be 
displayed at the Brussels Universal 
and Internat ional Exhib i t ion . 

(For more Information circle No. 2 
on page 25.) 
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Special Water Hea+er 3 

Archi tec ts and builders looking f o r 
a source of constant hot wa te r f o r 
baptistries, service stations, week­
end cottages, hunt ing lodges or fish­
ing camps now have available the 
Ascot gas automatic coil wa te r heat­
er, announced by Southern Heater 
Company, Inc., 844 Baronne Street, 
N e w Orleans, Louisiana. 

According to the announcement, 
the Ascot is 43" high and 14" wide, 
and w i l l put out as much as 120 gal­
lons of hot wa te r per hour. 

The announcement said the Ascot 
also operates economically f r o m nat­
ura l , manufactured, or l iquif ied petro­
l eum gas. I t is pa r t i cu la r ly suitable i n 
out-of- the-way places where gas is 

brought in in small tanks. I t w i l l op­
erate successfully wherever there is 
a pressure water .system, the an­
nouncement said. 

Avai lable in two sizes, and ap­
proved by the American Gas Associa­
t ion as a boiler, where i t can be used 
f o r heat ing i n addit ion to fu rn i sh ing 
hot water, the un i t is engineered to 
insure efTicient, quiet operation and 
long l i f e . 

Ex te r io r is finished in porcelain 
enamel w i t h a heavy chrome t r i m . 
Safety features are bu i l t in. I t can 
be mounted neatly on the w a l l in an 
out of the way place. 

For literature on the Ascot, write 
Southern Heater Company, Inc., Dept. 
GS, 844 Baronne St., New Orleans, 
or circle No. 3 on form on opposite 
page.) 
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Metal Lath Booklets 4 
The Metal La th Manufacturers As­

sociation has announced its Technical 
Bu l l e t in No's. 12-1 and 12-2 re la t ing 
to "Suspended Meta l La th and Plas­
ter Ceilings" now available for free 
dis tr ibut ion. 

According to the announcement, a 
feature of the two bulletins is a large 
i l lus t ra t ion covering the size and 
spacing of al l metal components fo r 
metal la th suspended ceiling. This 
i l lus t ra t ion covers: the min imum size 
of hangers; the maximum spacing of 
wi re hangers along each main runner ; 
the size and weights of cold rolled 
main runner channels; the maximum 
spacing of runners and max imum 
spans of f u r r i n g ; the maximum spac­
ing of cross f u r r i n g ; types of cross 
f u r r i n g ; and the types and weights 
of metal la th . 

Other topics include maximum l i m ­
itations of main runners fo r .spans up 
to 7 feet, and cross f u r r i n g ; proper­
ties of cold-rolled channels; a table 
on hangers which denotes the m i n i ­
mum requirements f o r max imum 
areas; and recommendations fo r com­
pression members to resist the up­
ward movement of ceilings for areas 
that are subject to high-velocity 
winds. 

(For additional information circle 
No. 4 on opposite page.) 

Zonolite Booklet 5 
The Zonolite Company has an­

nounced the availabil i ty of an 8-page 
booklet giving informat ion on vermic-
uli te refr igerat ion fill, insulating con­
crete mixes, and asphalt-bound ver-
micul i te fo r cold storage fioor con­
struction. 

Suggestions for proper vapor-bar­
r i e r treatment are included, as we l l 
as specifications and physical data on 
v.irious Zonolite products, the an­
nouncement said. 

(For additional information circle 
No. 5 opposite page.) 

Steelcraft System 6 
The Steelcraft Manufac tur ing Com­

pany, has announced a new catalog 
which describes the company's new 
concept in low profile bui lding design. 

The Slope Beam Roof System cata­
log contains drawings i l lu s t r a t ing 
various applications of the new roof 
system which the company said is 

ideal fo r v i r tua l ly every type of fiat 
roof construction. Typical examples 
include renderings and labelled de­
tails of a school, l ibrary, clinic and 
supermarket. 

(For additional information circle 
No. 6 on opposite page.) 

New Corner Bead 7 

The Wheeling Corrugating Com­
pany, Wheeling, W. Va., has an­
nounced a new reinforced expansion 
corner bead, which the company says 
is designated as Double-Ex, and 
which has been perfected to reinforce 
and improve the keying of plaster at 
extreme corners in al l typ)es of build­
ings. 

The announcement said the prod­
uct is s imilar in appearance to Wheel­
ing's expansion corner bead wi th the 
addit ion of s t i f fening ribs located in 
the outer portions of the expanded 
metal wings. These perforated ribs, 
according to the manufacturer, are 
ideal f o r nailing the corner bead to 
under lying masonry or wood. 

Die straight for smooth, true out­
side corncre, Double-Ex is furnished 
in lengths of 7, 8, 9, 10, and 12 feet 
in 26 gauge zinc-coated steel. 

(For additional information circle 
No. 7 on opposite page.) 

Portable Cooling 8 
Whitehal l Engineering Company 

has announced a portable room air 
conditioner that the company says 
does not need a window fo r its cool­
ing source. 

A R C H I T E C T and BUILDER 



Called "Kool-A-Bout" the un i t re­
frigerates, freshens, dehumidifies and 
circulates air and gives a cooling e f f i ­
ciency equal to two % hp condition­
ers, the announcement said. 

The announcement said the unit 
can be plugged into any electrical 
outlet, is mounted on fou r bal l bear­
ing rubber casters and has a f u r n i t u r e 
styled exterior finish i n beaver 
brown. 

Cooling is controlled by a thermo­
stat and a five push-button control in 
a concealed box on the side. 

(For additional information oirch' 
No. 8 on opposite page.) 

Lint Trap 9 
Techtmann Industries, Laundry 

Equipment Division has announced 
its new Model Olson Water-Operated 
L i n t Trap which the company says is 
of par t icular interest f o r laundries, 
institutions, hospitals, hotels, etc. 

According to the company an­
nouncement the unit eliminates a f ire 
hazard and a neighborhood nuisance 
and maintains maximum drier e f f i ­
ciency. 

Offered in two sizes, Model B f o r 
driers having air outlets of 8 and 9 
inches; and Model C, f o r larger driers 
w i t h outlets of 12 and 14 inches. Each 
model is obtainable w i t h inlets f o r 
1, 3 or 5 driers, and can be installed 
in any combination of each, the an­
nouncement said. 

(For additional information circle 
No. 9 on opposite page.) 

Kreswall Sections 10 
Kesko Products Division of Tusco 

Corporation, Briston, Indiana, has 
announced the avai labi l i ty of a 4-
page folder on Kreswal l a luminum 
f r a m i n g sections f o r cur ta in wal l con-
S t ruct ion. 

According to the announcement 
Kreswal l fabricates a l l exter ior a lu­
minum curtain w a l l members and al l 
exterior t r i m members d i rec t ly con­
nected w i t h the cur ta in w a l l . 
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EDITORIAL 
C O M M E N T 

A t the recent meeting of the Lou­
isiana Architects Association, there 
was considerable informal discussion 
of the merits of being a member of 
the American Institute of Architects. 

The answers to the question, "What 
does the A I A do for me as an individ­
ual?" are several. Let me give you 
an example: If you join a church, but 
never attend services and do not take 
an active part in its program, what 
does the church do for you? Not a 
thing. The same is true for the A I A . 

If you attend Chapter, State and 
Regional meetings, serve as an offi­
cer, become a member of one of the 
numerous committees, voice your 
opinion on matters of vital concern 
+o the profession, take an active part 
in community affairs, only then will 
you know what A I A does for you. 

Although membership in the A I A 
is rapidly increasing (AIA members 
make up 123 local chapters, I I state 

organizations. 12 regional districts 
and 34 student chapters) there are 
still many architects who do not hold 
membership. Yet who of us would 
not recognize not only the validity 
but the necessity of the A I A objec­
tives, as stated in the publication. 
Facts About Architects and Architec­
ture. 

"The objectives of the American 
Institute shall be to organize and 
unite in fellowship the architects of 
the United States of America; to 
combine their efforts so as to pro­
mote the aesthetic, scientific, and 
practical efficiency of the profession: 
to advance the science and art of 
planning and building by advancing 
the standards of architectural educa­
tion, training, and practice; to co­
ordinate the building industry and the 
profession of architecture to Insure 
the advancement of the living stand­
ards of our people through their 
improved environment; and to make 

the profession of ever-increasing serv­
ice to society." 

The Institute works constantly to­
ward improving conditions which af­
fect the public welfare in housing, 
community planning, safety, etc. 

Its various committees are always 
working toward Improving education, 
research and professional develop­
ment. 

The Institute works closely with the 
Associated General Contractors, the 
National Society of Professional En­
gineers, American Society of Civil 
Engineers, the Producers Council, the 
Building Research Advisory Board, 
etc., to improve their relations with 
these allied organizations, so that the 
public can get a better product more 
economically. 

Think what it would mean to the 
Institute and to you if each member 
would ask this question, "What can I 
do for the Institute?" 

O. J . BAKER 

In the midst of all the talk of reces­
sion it appears that the construction 
industry, in the Baton Rouge area at 
any rate, is getting ready to take up 
some of the slack. Industrial work is 
off considerably in this area but pri­
vate and public work is on the in­
crease. Our contractors are bidding 
on schools, hospitals, college build­
ing, and privately owned structures 
at a rate well above "normal." High­
way construction Is also picking up. 

When one stops to consider that 
construction accounts for or 
more of the gross national product 
and employs, directly and In related 
work, some 12-15 million persons, it Is 
easy to see that fluctuations of any 
consequence in the industry can have 
a profound effect on the economy 
and the general welfare. It is appar­
ent that construction programs beget 
new programs and there is no real 
cause for concern. Let us hope only 
that the visionaries do not falter. The 

adjustments in work forces now being 
made in manufacturing and produc­
tion industries will shortly stabilize 
themselves. New programs made nec­
essary by the clearing of rights-of-
way, demolitions, etc., will make ad­
ditional work for construction people 
and their demand for goods will 
strengthen other Industries. 

The only thing to be feared is 
fear. Let's have none of it. 

ARREN BROUSSARD 

The list of failures reported in the 
construction Industry points up the 
need for a review by each company 
of Its own selling and bidding prac­
tices. Surveys indicate that there will 
be approximately two thousand fail­
ures of major organizations during 
1958. These are the ones reported. 
You must consider the ones that are 
not reported but are sold or liqui­
dated voluntarily. This, compared 
with the survey figure of 9 I 2 in 1950 

2ft 

I am sure our readers will agree, is 
cause for alarm. 

While I do not profess to have a 
magic wand or to be a prophet In 
these complicated matters, I do feel 
it is significant to state that contrac­
tors In all categories have evidenced 
a feeling of permitting their own busi­
ness to be governed by that of their 
competition. Simply stated, too many 
apparently base their estimates on 
what they think their competitors are 
doing about each particular job. It 

would appear to me that If a com­
pany would be primarily individually 
concerned with Its own costs, pro­
duction and profits and with a sin­
cere desire to do a good job for the 
owner at a fair price and to forget 
what their competitors are doing, we 
would see a sharp drop in the number 
of failures. As I stated earlier, It is 
something worth considering. How 
do you feel? 

RAY E. PUTFARK 
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