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Woodrow Wilson High School, 
as renovated by cox graae + spack 
architects/Fanning-Howey.
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ON THE COVER: Entry to the offices of KIMC (U.S.), Inc., by STUDIOS Architecture, 
winner of a Merit Award for Interior Architecture.  
Photo © Bilyana Dimitrova Photography
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6 WELCOME

A MILESTONE YEAR
—IN MANY WAYS

This is AIA|DC’s 125th anniversary year,
and we’ve been celebrating the milestone
for months with activities such as hosting
this year’s AIA national convention and
staging the international exhibition on
Victor Horta’s Art Nouveau architecture
that’s currently on view in our Sigal
Gallery.  On November 2, however, we
stepped things up a notch: We held a
125th birthday party for the Chapter at

the District Architecture Center (more on that below), and we
filled the Center’s front windows with birthday candles from

Chapter members and friends who want to help support the
work of the Chapter and the Washington Architectural
Foundation.  (In December, we’ll likely move the candles
indoors, onto video screens, since by then we project that we’ll
run out of window space!)

If you’d like to support our 125th anniversary with a
birthday candle showing your name or that of your client,
family member, or friend, please log on to www.aiadc.com.  
All funds go toward the Foundation’s great work in support 
of DC schools and non-profit groups that are working to
improve the city.

AIA|DC’s storied 125-year history has had a big impact on
the city and the local architectural profession.  On this page and
the next is a Chapter timeline developed with the assistance of
Don Myer, FAIA,who wrote our centennial history 25 years
ago. Don remains active with Chapter committees, and
charmed us all by attending the birthday party dressed as
Glenn Brown, one of the Chapter’s founding members.
Brown’s built legacy lives on in structures such as the National
Union Building at 918 F Street, NW, the Egyptian Ambassador’s
residence at 2301 Massachusetts Ave., NW, and the Buffalo
Bridge that crosses Rock Creek Park at 23rd and Q Streets, NW,
the last of which he co-designed with his son, Bedford Brown.

What’s really exciting for me about this anniversary,
though, is not what’s past, but what’s ahead.  We have a
great new headquarters facility—now a double design award
winner!—to host public events, showcase great architecture,
and discuss design-related issues that are important to the

Welcome!

D
av
id
_H

am
il
to
n

1857 1875 1892 1896 1899 19141900 1920 1924 1925 1926 1940’s 1942 1951 1955 1957 1959 1960  

American Institute of
Architects founded in NYC

70 Architectural
firms listed in DC

Washington Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects founded on 
21 September 1887: John Smithmeyer
first President: Glenn Brown 
elevated to Fellow

National AIA moves 
to the Octagon

National AIA Convention lays
groundwork for redesigning the Mall.
Glenn Brown convinces Senator
McMillan to set up a commission 
to develop design guidelines.

Architectural registration in 
DC begins as Chapter effort

Members below age of 
30 are permitted to join AIA

Chapter has 
80 members

First Chapter Newsletter – 
“GENERAL CONDITIONS”

106 members 
in Chapter

Chapter dues $35/yr

Chapter history written 
by Edwin B. Morris

Potomac Valley 
Chapter established

AIA Convention in 
Washington on AIA’s
Centennial

Northern Virginia
Chapter established

AIA Convention in 
New Orleans boycotted
by Washington because
of segregation

Glenn Brown,
by Frances Benjamin Johnston. 
Library of Congress, 
Prints & Photographs Division.

The Octagon,
photographed in 1872. 
American Institute of 
Architects Library 
and Archives.

Washington Chapter moved into
Octagon @ annual rent $360 and
turned into a center of political
activism for architectural, planning,
and regulatory activism

125 YEARS of Architect     

Glenn Brown 
President
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city’s future.  And we have a Chapter that continues to grow, 
in a city that’s paying more and more attention to design.  All
you have to do is look at DC’s acclaimed new branch libraries
to understand the power of good architecture to help enliven a
neighborhood and city.  The years ahead promise to bring great
new architecture to the city, and we look forward to sharing it
with you at the Center and in these pages!

Let me finish with a couple of little Christmas hints: 
The AIA Guide to the Architecture of Washington, D.C., just 
published in May, makes the perfect holiday gift.  The author—
G. Martin Moeller, Jr., Assoc. AIA, and the editor of this 
magazine—has just been honored with the 2013  AIA National
Associates Award.  Please also consider giving yourself or
someone you know a membership to the District Architecture
Center, which helps the Foundation and keeps you better 
connected to all the programming we offer.

As always, thanks for your support, and please feel free 
to send me your comments.

Mary Fitch, AICP, Hon. AIA
Publisher
mfitch@aiadc.com

7WELCOME

  Contributors

Steven K. Dickens, AIA, LEED AP
(“An Eye for Detail”) is an associate with 
Eric Colbert & Associates.

Denise Liebowitz (“Spirited Revivals”), 
formerly with the National Capital Planning
Commission, is a frequent contributor 
to ARCHITECTUREDC. 

G. Martin Moeller, Jr., Assoc. AIA
(“Making Places”) is senior vice president and
curator at the National Building Museum.
He is the editor of ARCHITECTUREDC. 

Ronald O’Rourke (“Inside Story” and
“Architecture for the Long Run”) is a 
regular contributor to  ARCHITECTUREDC.  
His father, Jack O’Rourke, was an architect 
in San Francisco for more than four decades.

Correction

In the article “Poolside Dreams” in the
Summer 2012 issue, South Fork Studio
Landscape Architecture, Inc., should have
been listed as landscape architects, rather
than landscape designers, for the project at
308 Mulberry in Lewes, Delaware.

1960’s 1968 1976 1981 1987 1988 1998 1999 2003 2004 20062005 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
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Chapter luncheon meetings are held
at downtown hotels inclucing the
Statler and the Mayflower

United States Bicentennial 
celebrated by Chapter with 
luncheon presentation of President
Gerald Ford’s Preservation Week 
statement in U. S. Capitol 
– Senate side.

Chapter moved to 
1777 Church Street, NW; 
renovations by Hartman Cox 
in 1970 and Fabry Associates 
in 1995

Chapter co-sponsors residential
design award program with
Washingtonian Magazine

Washington Chapter Centennial 
celebrated at National Press Club 
w/ delivery of Chapter History edited 
by President Donald B. Myer

Chapter grows to 1400 people;
first AIA|DC Magazine appears.

Washington Architectural 
Foundation established

Architecture Week
begins

Leckie Elementary School
9/11 memorial dedicated to
the teacher, student and two
parents who perished at the
Pentagon on 9/11.

Fourth edition of AIA Guide to the 
Architecture of Washington DC published

AIA|DC Magazine becomes 
ARCHITECTUREDC and moves
to quarterly publication schedule.

AIA|DC officially becomes a ‘Big Sib’ 
– city chapters with over 1000 members. 

Chapter doubles 
educational offerings

Chapter focuses efforts on younger 
members - Emerging Architects 
Committee inaugurated

Chapter outgrowing Church Street.
Revamps budget and strategic 
planning to begin efforts to move 
to more public location

National AIA Convention
hosted in Washington.  5th
edition of AIA Guide to the
Architecture of Washington
DC published. Membership
grows to more than 
2100 members

—Washington UNBUILT 
Awards begin

Chapter and Foundation embark
on major fundraising campaign
for Center.  Members really pitch
in.  Church Street offices sold.

AIA|DC helps out its neighbors — 
manages AIA Potomac Valley and Design for
Aging Knowledge community.  Chapter holds
design competition for new space 
- Hickok Cole Architects wins.

Church Street

 hitecture in the Nations Capital

DesignDC – the first regional 
conference in the MidAtlantic
area is held in collaboration
with AIA NOVA and AIA PV
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Award for Excellence in Architecture

Myriad Botanical Gardens
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Gensler
Landscape Architects: Office of James Burnett
Lighting Designers: Fisher Marantz Stone
Engineers: Frankfurt Short Bruza, PC
Contractor: Lippert Construction, Inc.

Cultural capitals, you have new competition.  Oklahoma City
and architects at Gensler scored an Award for Excellence by
reinvigorating that under-the-radar city’s Myriad Botanical
Gardens with a new restaurant, open-air pavilion, band shell, 
and an addition to the pre-existing conservatory.  

The gardens, which are a public park, were upgraded in a
public-private partnership related to the construction of the new
50-story Devon Energy Center across the street.  The park is centered
on an artificial lake that is sunken into the flat landscape and
spanned by the tubular Crystal Bridge Tropical Conservatory, a
project by the prominent architect I.M. Pei dating from 1964.

10 AN EYE FOR DETAIL

An Eye 
for Detail:
An Eye 
for Detail:
Awards for Architecture  
by Steven K. Dickens, AIA, LEED AP

The new “band shell” at the Myriad Botanical Gardens, 
with the existing I.M. Pei-designed conservatory 
in the background.
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Gensler’s addition to the conservatory provides needed
modern amenities, while the other three elements are
strategically scattered to animate other areas of the park.   

The open-air pavilion and new restaurant share an
architectural vocabulary of Euclidean geometry inspired by
the Pei-designed conservatory.  The restaurant, for example,
is a perfect 100-by-100-foot square in plan, containing
two overlapping circles: a large glass-enclosed circle
defining the dining room, with a smaller, walled circle
containing the kitchen.  The dining room’s glass wall
stops at the ceiling plane, while the kitchen’s opaque wall

extends above the roof, hiding exhaust hoods and other
mechanical equipment.  The eyelid-shaped area where
the two circles overlap contains the bar.  The architects
specified low-iron (“water-clear”) glass for the dining
area in order to diminish the sense of separation between
inside and out.

The open-air pavilion’s geometry is also derived from
two circles.  Metal mesh defines the inner circle while
maintaining views and airflow.  As with the restaurant,
the roof of the pavilion has wide overhangs to provide a
strong sense of shelter and summer shade.  The roofs
seem to float atop minimal round columns thanks to
knife-edged eaves that relieve any sense of bulkiness.  

The “band shell” is not a band shell in the traditional
sense—sheltering musicians and reflecting the music out-
ward to the audience—but rather a monumental sculptural
element that anchors a broad lawn.  The geometry is
more complex than that of the pavilion and restaurant,
but the unified color and material—white steel tubing—
continue the calm minimalism of the other structures. 

One goal of the client was to extend the hours of
public use of the park into the evening, and accordingly,
careful lighting of each element is central to the design.
At night, the band shell, lit from below, becomes a
glowing object—a touch other-worldly but intriguing and
welcoming.  The above-the-roof circle of the restaurant’s
kitchen is softly lit, as are the undersides of the broad
overhangs of both the restaurant and pavilion. 

“These new buildings,” said juror Julie Snow, FAIA,
“are exquisitely detailed and conceived to enhance the
enjoyment of the garden.”
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Photo © Prakash Patel

Photo © Prakash Patel

New restaurant at 
Myriad Botanical Gardens.
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Award for Excellence in Architecture

HSC Foundation
Washington, DC

Group Goetz Architects
Contractor: Sigal Construction Corporation

The HSC Foundation is a non-profit umbrella organization
that oversees the HSC Health Care System, whose roots
in Washington go back to 1883 (the initials HSC recall
the institution’s longtime moniker, the Hospital for Sick
Children).  The foundation’s subsidiaries include the
hospital itself, an associated health care management
plan for children, and a home health agency, all of which
specialize in children with special needs.  The foundation
also has a for-profit consulting arm and a grant-making
division that funds research and programs for children
with disabilities.  

As of 2010, the foundation’s headquarters is a seven-
story glass tower integrated with an existing Victorian
row house and carriage house on a site amid the campus
of George Washington University (GWU).  The project was
designed by Group Goetz Architects, a practice that closed
in May 2011.  In consideration of the client’s extensive
work with disabled people, the building is designed to
the most stringent standards of accessible design, but
these elements are so seamlessly integrated that the jury

focused on more strictly architectural issues, notably the
careful insertion of the building onto a small site.

The pre-existing Victorian row house is neither located
in a historic district nor a designated historic landmark
in its own right.  Accordingly, the architects could have
chosen to demolish it and its carriage house, but they felt
that “urban responsibility” dictated that those existing
elements be retained.  The exteriors of the Victorians
were restored and the interiors were adapted to maintain
much of their identity while allowing them to be fully
integrated with the rest of the facility.  The brick of the rear
wing is a featured element of the lobby, for instance—a
relatively rough, old material deliberately juxtaposed
against sleek new marble, glass, and metal elements. 

On the exterior of the new tower, what seems at first
glance to be a sharp but monolithic glass wall reveals, upon
second and third glances, careful design choices:  The
grid has both five-foot and two-and-a-half-foot modules,
spaced irregularly.  Selected verticals are emphasized by
thin, chrome-finish fins that run the height of the building;
horizontals are emphasized by gradated fritting—a kind
of ceramic appliqué—on the glazed panels, which run the
breadth of the building.  The glass is untinted but slightly
reflective.  These subtle moves, combined with views into
the well-appointed spaces, bring the façade to life.

The jury specifically noted the view into the lobby
from an adjacent GWU pedestrian walkway.  “The wall of
glass of the tall lobby extends the pedestrian walkway”
to mutual advantage, commented juror Julie Snow, FAIA.
Both are enlivened, and both are visually enlarged.  This
lobby view includes, in addition to the exposed brick wall
of the rear wing of the row house, three pieces of quasi-
Grecian statuary that were found in the garden, providing
another nuanced juxtaposition of past/present and of
indoor/outdoor.
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Photo © Prakash Patel

Photo © Prakash Patel

Lobby of the HSC Foundation Building, incorporating
statuary found on the site (at center).

HSC Foundation Building, with renovated 
row house in the foreground.
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Merit Award in Architecture

The Charles E. Smith Center at 
The George Washington University
Washington, DC

Gensler
Lighting Designers: Horton Lees Brogden
Structural Engineers: Spiegel Zamecnik & Shah Inc.
MEP Engineers: Summer Consultants, Inc.
Contractor: Whiting-Turner Contracting Co.

The Charles E. Smith Center at The George Washington University
is a 4,300-seat arena that hosts convocations, graduations, concerts,
special events (including the occasional political rally), and the
university’s highest-profile sports program, Colonials basketball.
Below the arena lies a full fitness facility, including a swimming
pool and classrooms.  The Smith Center opened in 1975 as GWU’s
first modern sports/multiuse facility, replacing the creaky but
beloved “Tin Tabernacle,” as the university’s corrugated steel gym
on K Street was known.  Designed in a quasi-brutalist style, and
located in the center of the university’s urban campus, the Smith

Center was immediately embraced by students and faculty alike
and developed into an important hub of campus life.

Thirty years later, the arena and recreation center were still
going strong, but showing their age.  A $10 million gift in 2008
allowed the university to undertake an overhaul, bringing the
facility into the 21st century.  Genslerwas hired to guide the work.
In the arena itself, the updates are most apparent in new bleachers,
state-of-the-art display screens and lighting, and new, luxurious club
lounges.  Elsewhere, the interiors were rearranged, mechanical and
plumbing systems upgraded, and accessibility improved.

Change also came to the exterior, which, like the interior, was
clearly not as fresh in 2008 as it seemed in 1975.  Gensler introduced
metal panels as a third exterior material, joining the precast concrete
and glass of the original building.  In some cases the metal panels
are installed over the original precast concrete, in others they clad
small additions.  The sharpness and lightness of the metal provide
a welcome counterpoint to the heavy precast and lend variety to
the facades.  Perhaps more significantly, Gensler increased the
amount of exterior glazing, and pushed the primary window plane
outward.  In the original building, most windows were deeply
recessed, almost lost in the shadows between precast concrete
panels. Reconceived as glass walls, they visually connect the

Photo © Prakash Patel Photo © Prakash PatelNew entrance to the Charles E. Smith Center.

Photo © Prakash Patel

New 22nd Street elevation of 
the Charles E. Smith Center.

Lobby of the Charles E. Smith Center.
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action of the Smith Center with the streets and sidewalks
of GWU’s urban campus and bathe interior spaces 
with daylight.

Of particular note is the new façade on 22nd
Street.  A passerby first notices the wood cladding of
the ticket area inside: its warmth draws the eye and
marks the entrance.  Then one notices the slope of the
wood ceilings over the ticket booth and adjacent lobby
areas—the underside of the arena’s seating—and at
that point even a person who is unfamiliar with the
campus can surmise the building’s purpose.  Lastly one
notices stairs leading down and passages to the rear,
which clearly indicate internal circulation patterns.  
As juror Julie Snow, FAIA remarked, Gensler’s 
interventions “bring the scale of a large gymnasium to
the scale of the pedestrian.”  The effect is both urbane
and collegiate, befitting the university’s setting.

Merit Award in Architecture/
Presidential Citation for Sustainable Design

District of Columbia
Consolidated Forensic
Laboratory
Washington, DC

HOK
Contractor: Whiting-Turner Contracting Co.

The District of Columbia Consolidated Forensic Laboratory,
designed by HOK, both amazed and delighted the awards
jury.  “I lived [in DC] 25 years ago.  I cannot recall ever
going to a DC government building and it being a pleasant
experience, architecturally or otherwise,” commented
Scott Merrill, AIA, to wry laughter, while Julie Snow, FAIA
added, “Getting a city to make this kind of quality 
statement is highly commendable.  We felt we almost
had to give it an award just to congratulate the city!”  

The 300,000-square-feet facility houses state-of-the-
art forensic, toxicology, histology, and public health
laboratories, as well as a morgue and support areas with
offices, meeting rooms, and copy rooms.  These spaces
occupy a simple but beautifully detailed rectangular
building—basically a “K Street box,” but with varied
façades, carefully composed massing, and well-chosen
materials that break down the building’s apparent scale
and provide interest.  Specialized laboratory exhausts are
collected into three smokestack-like, elliptical elements
on the roof.  Even the loading docks—much larger and
more secure than those of a typical office building—are
thoughtfully designed.

Nowadays, forensic investigation is a staple of
primetime television shows.  But even in the Hollywood
version, the police personnel and scientists toil in
unglamorous, windowless spaces—if not necessarily
secretive, then certainly buried in the bowels of buildings.
For the DC facility, HOK brought forensics out of the
underworld.  With the exception of bathrooms, mechanical
rooms, and a few other support spaces, almost all areas
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Photo © Alan KarchmerMain façade of the DC Consolidated Forensic Laboratory.

Photo © Alan Karchmer

Atrium of the Consolidated 
Forensic Laboratory.
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enjoy daylight and outside views.  The relatively few
interior offices, conference rooms, and laboratories have
windows looking into adjacent spaces, grabbing bits of
light and views and visually connecting the many parts
of the programmatic puzzle.  

The focal space is a glass atrium at the southeast
corner that runs the height of building, allowing the public
a clear view in.  An open stair in the atrium connects all
levels, and conference rooms look into the atrium.  The
intent is to encourage random encounters among
employees, so that they get to know each other, share
information, and build camaraderie.  This strategy has
become common in university buildings and professional
offices, but it is still a rarity in government, where
bureaucratic barriers—physical, psychological, and
organizational—remain the norm.

The laboratory building is tracking for LEED Gold
certification, exceeding the government’s mandate.  LEED
started as a program aimed at office buildings, and HOK
demonstrates the full range of sustainability strategies
learned over the last 15 years.  Among the more distinctive
features in the forensics laboratory are enthalpy wheels—
rotating devices that transfer heat and humidity between
outgoing and incoming air.  Among the more visible
are bio-filter tree planters and the operable exterior 
louvers that dominate the south façade, which are
made of fritted glass.

Announcing the Forensics Laboratory as one of his
choices for a Presidential Citation for Sustainable Design,
AIA|DC president Jonathan Penndorf, AIA, gushed,
“This is simply a great example of municipal architecture.”
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The following projects that received 2012 Chapter Awards in the Architecture category
were featured in previous issues of ARCHITECTUREDC as noted.

Structural and MEP Engineers:
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP

Structural Engineers of Record:
Walter P. Moore & Associates

MEP Engineers of Record: Southland 
Industries; GHT Limited

Civil Engineers: Wiles     Corporation
Civil Engineers of Record: A. Morton 

Thomas and Associates
Landscape Architects: EDAW, Inc.
Programming: Metropolitan Architects 

and Planners
Fire Protection Consultants: Rolf 

Jensen & Associates
Cost Estimators: Project 

Management Services, Inc.
Vertical Transportation Consultants:

Lerch, Bates & Associates, Inc.

Security Consultants: Sake 
& Associates

Parking Consultants: Carl Walker, Inc.
Blast Protection Consultants: Hinman 

Consulting Engineers
Food Service Consultants: Hopkins 

Foodservice Specialists
Lighting Designers: Cline Bettridge 

Bernstein Lighting Design; Domingo 
Gonzalez Associates

Telecommunications Consultants:
Shem, Milson Wilke

Audio-visual/Acoustics
Consultants: Polysonics, Inc.
Construction Manager:

DMJM Heery
Contractor: Skanska USA 

Building, Inc.

This project appeared in the Fall 2010 issue of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Photo © Maxwell MacKenzie

Photo by Floto+Warner

Award for Excellence in Architecture

Hampden Lane House
Bethesda, Maryland

Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect
Engineers: D. Anthony Beale LLC
Contractor: Freedom First Homes

This project received a 2011 Washingtonian Residential Design Award, 
and appeared in the Summer 2011 issue of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Award for Excellence in Architecture

U.S. Census Bureau Headquarters
Suitland, Maryland

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP/HKS 
(architects of record)

   ated 
 

AIA|DC sincerely acknowledges the 
hard work of its Architecture Jury:
Julie Snow, FAIA, Julie Snow Architects, Minneapolis, MN
Ann Beha, FAIA, Ann Beha Architects, Boston, MA
Scott Merrill, AIA, Merrill Pastor & Colgan Architects, Vero Beach, FL
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The following projects that received 2012 Chapter Awards in the Architecture category will be featured in
the Spring 2013 issue of ARCHITECTUREDC, focusing on libraries, schools, and other facilities for learning.

Photo © Hoachlander Davis Photography

Photo © Mark Herboth Photography Photo © Eric Taylor, www.EricTaylorPhoto.com Photo © Mark Herboth Photography

Photo © Maxwell MacKenzie

Merit Award in Architecture

Lujan House
Ocean View, Delaware

Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect
Engineers: D. Anthony Beale LLC
Interior Designer: Therese Baron Gurney, ASID
Landscape Designers: JB Landscaping
Contractor: Gude and Conard, Inc.

This project received a 2010 Washingtonian Residential Design Award, 
and appeared in the Summer 2010 issue of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Merit Award in Architecture

Bloom House
Bethesda, Maryland

Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect
Contractor: Bloom Builders

This project received a 2012 Washingtonian Residential Design Award, 
and appeared in the Summer 2012 issue of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Award for Excellence in Architecture

Tenley-Friendship
Neighborhood Library
Washington, DC

The Freelon Group 
(architects of record and design architects)

R. McGhee & Associates
(associate architects)

Structural Engineers: Stewart Engineering
Civil Engineers: Delon Hampton & Associates
MEP Engineers: Setty and Associates
Landscape Architects: Lappas + Havener
Lighting Designers: Horton Lees Brogden
Contractor: Forrester Construction

Merit Award in Architecture

William O. Lockridge/
Bellevue Library
Washington, DC

Wiencek+Associates
Architects+Planners (architects of

record) /Adjaye Associates (design
architects)

Structural Engineers: Restl Designers, Inc.
Civil Engineers: Greenhorne & O’Mara
Contractors: Coakley & Williams Construction,
Inc./Blue Skye Construction, LLC

Merit Award in Architecture

Anacostia 
Neighborhood Library
Washington, DC

The Freelon Group Architects
Contractor: Forrester Construction
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20 SPIRITED REVIVALS

Spirited Revivals:Spirited Revivals:
Architects Bring New Life 
to Historic Structures  
by Denise Liebowitz

Photo © Hoachlander 
Davis Photography

Porch of the renovated 
Old Naval Hospital, now the Hill Center.
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   Award for Excellence in Historic Resources/
Presidential Citation for Sustainable Design

Hill Center at the 
Old Naval Hospital
Washington, DC

BELL Architects, PC
Landscape Architects: Oehme, van Sweden & Associates
Structural Engineers: Robert Silman Associates
MEP Engineers: Grotheer & Co.
Civil/Geotechnical Engineers: AB Consultants, Inc.
Archaeologists: EAC Archaeology
Program Management: Regan Associates, LLC
Contractor/Construction Managers: Whiting-Turner
Contracting Co.

In 1864 Abraham Lincoln commissioned $25,000 for the construction
of Washington’s first naval hospital, just blocks from the US Capitol.
By 1903 it was deemed too antiquated to serve as a modern medical
facility and was used as a Hospital Corps training center.  The
transformations continued, with the building serving as a youth
center before finally closing in the 1990s.  For the building’s Capitol
Hill neighbors, the slow decay of this once-elegant Italianate-style
landmark was a painful sight. 

But thanks to the commitment of a diverse coalition of local
residents, the Old Naval Hospital is back, this time as a carefully
rehabilitated, environmentally conscious community center of life-
long learning and cultural enrichment.  The phased renewal of the
entire site included the historic main building and its carriage house
as well as the ornamental iron perimeter fence.  Employing a new
technology for the first time in a DC historic property, the design
team installed a geoexchange HVAC system, which uses the earth
as both a heat source and a heat sink, to avoid the intrusion of a
cooling tower on the property.  The former carriage house is now
being transformed into a conservatory café and lush rain garden
landscaping helps manage storm water runoff.  On the exterior of
the main building, the wood portico was restored as were the cast
iron stairs, and a new side entry was established to permit easy
access for visitors with wheelchairs and strollers.  A widow’s walk
atop the third floor hides elevator equipment.  

On the inside, a new energy-efficient elevator and inserted fire
stairs serve all four floors.  The building’s majestic central stairway

and its grand proportions with 11-foot doors and 14-foot ceilings
have been retained throughout.  Craftsmen restored the two-foot-
tall transoms over each interior door, adding an extra pane of fire
glass in each, and installed custom sash locks made to match the
originals on all the windows.  They preserved the old wood-lath
plaster where possible and painstakingly replaced it where not. 

Commenting on one of the most notable changes to the building,
David Bell, AIA, LEED AP BD+C, said, “Finding new uses for
historical buildings often requires us to confront change.  For the
Hill Center, that change means color.”  Originally, the red brick
hospital was painted to mimic sandstone, a common, economical
way at the time to give a building a grander appearance.  The
paint weathered away decades ago, and the familiar exposed brick
building settled comfortably into the cityscape.  Following careful
paint analysis, the design team reestablished the 19th-century
palette of dark and light paint colors, thus returning the building
to its historically authentic appearance.

Merit Award in Historic Resources

998 Fifth Avenue Maisonette
New York, New York

Wiedemann Architects, LLC
Interior Designers: Shaun Jackson Inc.
Kitchen Designer: Lorraine Frye
Lighting Designers: George Sexton Associates
MEP Engineers: Hanington Engineering Consultants
IT Consultants: Inventa Group, Inc.
AV Consultants: Sterio Exchange
Code Consultants: CODE NYC 
Contractor: Uberto Limited

998 Fifth Avenue was perhaps the first building in New York City
to make apartment living stylish.  With Tennessee marble floors,
refrigerated wine cellars, and walnut-paneled elevators, the build-
ing’s opulence helped convince rich New Yorkers that apartments
were acceptable habitats for high society.  Designed in 1910 by the
renowned architecture firm McKim, Mead & White for James T.
Lee (grandfather of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis), 998 Fifth stands
majestically across from the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  In
granting the building landmark status in 1974, the Landmark 
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Classroom in the Hill Center 
at the Old Naval Hospital.

Reception Hall of the maisonette at 998 Fifth Avenue, 
featuring restored walnut paneling.
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Preservation Commission called it “the finest Italian Renaissance-
style apartment house in New York City.”

While over the years the address retained all of its early glamour,
a portion of the ground floor was transformed into a maze of doctors’
offices, complete with its separate street entrance.  It is from this
warren of little rooms and corridors that Wiedemann Architects,
LLC has restored the grand spaces of the original residence, which
comes with the distinction of its own private address at 999 Fifth
Avenue.  In the reception hall, French walnut paneling, which had
been stained a dark brown, was stripped and refinished to its
original light warm tones.  The new salon incorporates several old
offices and hallways and recreates the area of the original living and
dining rooms but with a more open plan.  The sweeping public
space, with its restored original marble mantel, is lit by three large
windows with views to the museum.  Original plans and details of
the trim and coffered ceilings unearthed at the New-York Historical
Society guided the restoration of those elements.  The design of
the new wood floors was inspired by other McKim, Mead, &
White patterns.

The master suite and bath occupy the space of the original
primary bedroom and now incorporate the private entry of the
doctors’ era.  The dropped ceiling was removed to reveal the original
12-foot-plus ceilings and the window facing Fifth Avenue was
replaced to match the historic windows.  Two additional bedrooms
flank a central bathroom, similar to the original plan.  The new
kitchen was installed where the original kitchen and pantry once
stood.  The study, originally two servants’ rooms before being
converted into another medical office, looks out to a courtyard
garden through windows with diamond-pattern glazing similar to
the originals found in other apartments in the building.  The result
is a gracious apartment where modern-day Vanderbilts or
Rockefellers would feel at home.

Merit Award in Historic Resources

Dorchester House 
Canopy Replacement
Washington, DC

Steve Dickens 
Architecture, PLLC
Structural Engineers: SK&A Structural Engineers, PLLC
Contractor: Shelterline Ltd.

The entry canopy of this
1941 apartment building
was dysfunctional from
the start:  repeatedly bat-
tered by passing cars and
trucks, leaking, and
oppressively low, it was
long overdue for a
makeover.  The challenge
was to make the canopy
more functional without compromising the spirit of its originial
Art Deco/Streamline Moderne styling.  Steve Dickens, AIA,
LEED AP found a solution that evoked the original design of the
structure but made modest departures in details, porportions, and
overall size to meet the needs of the property owner. 

When first built, the canopy was supported by four columns,
each composed of three stainless steel colonettes separated by flut-
ed glass and with a neon tube running down the middle.
According to long-time building residents, this glamorous illumi-
nation lasted only a few weeks; the columns were soon sideswiped
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Kitchen of the maisonette at 998 Fifth Avenue.

Entrance canopy of the 
Dorchester House before reconstruction.
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by approaching cars, the
glass shattered, and the
neon tubes broken.  In
addition, the canopy drains
soon failed and, with only
eight feet of vertical 
clearance, the structure
was from the beginning
too low in proportion to
the building.

The replacement design raises the
height of the canopy to provide ten feet of clearance and moves
the angled front edge of the structure back six inches from the curb,
out of harm’s way and passing trucks.  The new fascia, fabricated
in custom-finish stainless steel, maintains the profile of the original,
but at a slightly larger scale to keep it in proportion to the rest of
the newly enlarged structure.  

The four columns and their stainless steel colonettes were
recreated with new bases to accommodate the taller canopy roof.
The bases are strengthened with concrete to protect against side-
swiping vehicles and corrosion.  Fluted resin glazing between the
colonettes encloses LED lighting—more energy-efficient than
neon—and restores the sophisticated sparkle of the original
design.  The brass decorative hardware of the entry doors was
refinished and reinstalled and a new transom was added with the
street number in lettering to match the original signage. 

Asked about the professional satisfaction of a small-scale
project such as this one, Dickens said, “This little project had more
design work than a lot of larger ones.  The canopy is a very tight
little puzzle: everything affects everything else, so each component
piece had to be considered very closely.”

Merit Award in Historic Resources

Roanoke City Market
Roanoke, Virginia

Cunningham | Quill Architects
Structural Engineers: Ehlert/Bryan, Inc. 
Consulting Structural Engineers
MEP Engineers: Lawrence Perry & Associates
Contractor: Martin Brothers Construction

The Roanoke City Market
is the oldest continuously
operating market of its
kind in Virginia.  The
original 1886 building was
destroyed by fire and
replaced in 1922 on the
same site.  The market has
reflected the evolution of
American eating habits.
In its early days it was
occupied primarily by meat and fish purveyors; after a major
makeover in the 1980s, it was transformed into an ethnic food court.
Now, following a top-to-bottom  renovation by Cunningham|Quill
Architects, the market is a must-visit destination for lovers of all
manner of seasonal, organic, free-range, and locally produced food.

The three-and-a-half-story, Georgian Revivial building has been
reworked to bring more light into the interior, increase transparency,
and improve the connections between the market’s interior and
exterior spaces.  The design team completely demolished the first
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Courtesy of City of 
Roanoke, Virginia Room

Reconstructed entrance canopy of the 
Dorchester House apartment building.

Historic photograph of 
the Roanoke City Market.

Insert above: Brochure showing the original design of the Dorchester House canopy, 
the roof of which extended over the driveway, making it vulnerable to damage by tall trucks.
Courtesy of Steve Dickens Architecture

ArchDC. Winter_2012_Winter 2012  11/29/12  9:21 AM  Page 23



floor and mezzanine level to open up the interior and
restore a sense of the original space and volume.  The
work included removing large portions of floor slabs,
upgrading plumbing, and installing restrooms.  On the
third floor, a large community space, known as the
Assembly Hall, was completely renovated, including its
catering kitchen, to serve as a venue for civic functions
and private events. 

On the exterior, the architects replaced upper level
windows, created accessible entrances, extended the
surrounding sidewalks, added new brick paving, and
repaired the perimeter storefronts as well as the market
canopy and original signage.   

The rejuvenated market has once again assumed its
central place in downtown Roanoke.  Shoppers, visitors,
and vendors can enjoy an al fresco snack in the sidewalk
seating areas or on the expansive mezzanine overlooking
the market floor below.  Upstairs, the Assembly Room is
equipped with a stage, movie projection screen, and high-
quality audio-visual equipment.  In addition to permanent
retail stalls offering inviting displays of fresh flowers,
vegetables, fruits, and baked goods, a number of artisans
have also joined the farmers offering handcrafted items.
And yes, fresh meats are once again for sale.  
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Views of the renovated Roanoke City Market.
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The following projects that received 2012 Chapter Awards in the Historic Resources
category were featured in previous issues of ARCHITECTUREDC as noted.

The following project that received a 2012 Chapter Award in the Historic Resources
category will be featured in the Spring 2013 issue of ARCHITECTUREDC, focusing on
libraries, schools, and other facilities for learning.

Photo by Stacy Zarin

Photos © Robert Creamer, Photographer

Photo © Hoachlander Davis Photography

Award for Excellence in Historic Resources

Howard Theatre
Washington, DC

Martinez+Johnson Architecture PC (exterior)
/Marshall Moya Design LLC (interior)

Theater Planners/Lighting Designers: Schuler Shook 
Audio-visual Designers: Peltrix
Acoustical Consultants: Talaske
Contractor: Whiting-Turner Contracting Company

This project appeared in the Fall 2012 issue 
of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Merit Award in Historic Resources

Hazel River Cabin
Woodville, Virginia

Bonstra | Haresign Architects
Contractor: Timber Built Construction

This project received a 2011 Presidential Citation for Sustainable
Design and appeared in the Winter 2011 issue 
of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Merit Award in Historic Resources

Woodrow Wilson High School
Washington, DC

cox graae + spack architects/
Fanning-Howey (associate architects)

Project Managers: DC PEP, A Joint Venture of Brailsford & 
Dunlavey and McKissack & McKissack

Contractor: GCS-SIGAL, LLC

AIA|DC greatly appreciates the time 
and effort of its Historic Resources Jury:
Walker Johnson, FAIA, Johnson Lasky Architects, Chicago, IL
Ashley Wilson, AIA, National Trust for Historic Preservation,
Washington, DC
Michael Mills, FAIA, Mills + Schnoering Architects, LLC, Princeton, NJ
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Among this year’s winners for interior architecture were three
office renovations that illustrate the power of good design in proj-
ects ranging in size from small to medium to fairly large.

Merit Award in Interior Architecture

University of Queensland
Washington, DC

E/L Studio
Contractor: Tripp Contracting, LLC

The award juries this year selected two projects that thoughtfully
renovated small parts of the buildings to which they belong. One
of these, an exterior project that renovated a building’s entry
canopy, is featured on pages 22-23.

The other was an interior architecture project measuring only
1,363 square feet that turned a drab suite of offices in Washington
into a stylish new outpost for the University of Queensland.  The
project, which provides the university’s first presence outside

28 INSIDE STORY

Inside 
Story:
Inside 
Story:
Three Office Interiors—
Sizes S, M, & L  
by Ronald O’Rourke

Photos © Pepper WatkinsViews of the Washington offices of the University of Queensland.
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Australia, was designed by the Washington- and New York-based
firm E/L Studio, an architecture and design collaboration of
Elizabeth Emerson and Mark Lawrence, AIA.

Key features of the design include a reorganization of the space
that deftly converts some lobby space into additional meeting and
office space, and the use of new surface treatments that evoke 
the university’s landscape.

“The space will serve primarily to market the university to
those interested in coming to study and conduct research at its
primary campus in St. Lucia, Queensland,” the firm said.  “As
such, the space needed to evoke the qualities of that campus, which
in spring is flooded with the purple blossoms of the jacaranda tree.
The flowering of the jacarandas is akin to Washington’s cherry
blossom season, and is the genesis of the university’s distinctive
colors of purple and green.  The office entry space provides a
glimpse of that experience with custom wood panels perforated
with an abstracted jacaranda tree in full bloom.”

The compact design makes the most of its limited area to meet
the university’s specific needs.  “The entry,” noted the architects,
“is also the orientation space, connecting three discrete offices for
support staff, many of whom ‘hot-desk’ on short visits from
Australia.”  For Americans, the compact facility provides an 
elegant introduction to an academic institution on the opposite
side of the Earth.

Merit Award in Interior Architecture

Design Army Headquarters
Washington, DC

Studio Twenty 
Seven Architecture
Contractor: American Property Construction

For its new headquarters, the graphic design firm Design Army
turned to Studio Twenty Seven Architecture, led by firm 
principals Todd Ray, AIA, LEED AP, and John K. Burke, AIA.
The project preserved the two-story façade of a dilapidated 
commercial structure at 610 H Street, NE, while building a new,
four-level structure behind it.  The first floor is now leasable
commercial space, while Design Army occupies the three levels
above.  The top floor is set back from the street, making the renovated
building look more or less equal in height to existing three-story
buildings on the block.

The project employs simple and economical surface materials
to create a work space that projects one of Design Army’s signature
color combinations—red on white.  In addition to serving as a
pure backdrop for graphic, art, and furniture pieces, the space’s
white walls can be read as a metaphor for a clean sheet of paper—
the starting point for a new graphic design.  Blond wood flooring
adds a note of warmth.

“The project consists of a three-and-a-half story vertical volume
containing the basic elements of a graphic design studio—reception,
work and break areas,” noted the architects.  “Skylights and open
plans assure that the spaces in the studio grow brighter and lighter
as one ascends from level to level.”

“We were aware that the new zoning overlay about to be
adopted for the neighborhood would make this design impossible
by restricting the building to three floors,” the firm added.  “We
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Studio space in the offices of Design Army.

Reception area of the 
Design Army headquarters.
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were able to work with the planning office and zoning
board to obtain a variance to allow a mezzanine roof
deck and kitchen area for Design Army—ensuring that
the neighborhood didn’t lose this project.  Design Army
is a vibrant new source of activity and an anchor 
redevelopment property for this emerging area.”

Merit Award in Interior Architecture

KIMC (U.S.), Inc.
Arlington, Virginia

STUDIOS Architecture
Lighting Designers: LaFleur Associates
MEP Engineers: WSP Flack + Kurtz
Acoustics/AV Consultants: Shen Milsom & Wilke LLC
Project Managers/Brokers: Cushman & Wakefield
Contractor: HITT Contracting, Inc.

This 19,000-square-foot project, located in Arlington,
created a new office for KAUST Investment Management
Company (KIMC), which is responsible for the investment
strategy of the King Abdullah University of Science and
Technology (KAUST) in Saudi Arabia.  The project was
designed by STUDIOS Architecture, a firm with offices
in Washington, New York, Los Angeles, Paris, and Mumbai.

“KIMC hired STUDIOS Architecture to create an
innovative workspace while guiding them in developing
their brand,” the firm said.  “The location provides for
gracious views of the National Mall, but the nuances of
the building and an offset core created a deep reception
zone with minimal daylight.”

The design “choreographs a sequence of architectural
experiences for employees and visiting foreign dignitaries,”
according to the firm.  “One first enters (see cover)
through a dynamic lobby portal, created by a decorative
metal screen with a luminous volume beyond.  The
screen detail is an abstract cultural expression of KIMC’s
origins in Saudi Arabia.”

After passing through the portal, “the first experience
in the reception area is a diaphanous gold glass conference
room that glows from within,” the firm added. “The
minimal, translucent gold box creates a new expression
as a distinct counterbalance to the ornate entry tunnel.”

Opposite the gold box is a biomorphic white wall.
The organic form, the firm stated, “creates an opaque
surround for confidential board meetings and a fluid
pathway to public elements of the plan including 
restrooms, a pantry, and an additional conference room.”

The design then proceeds toward the building’s
window wall.  “Natural light progressively increases as
you enter into the open office plan,” the architects said.
“The design provides for maximum daylight and views
of the Washington landscape.  The existing perimeter wall
had an oppressive geometric impact on the redesigned
open workspace.  An elegantly detailed screen wall
cleaned up the perimeter and enhanced the existing
geometry. The screen was also designed to create an
acoustic separation to the adjacent Route 66.”
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Reception area of 
the KIMC offices.
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The following projects that received 2012 Chapter Awards in the Interior Architecture
category were featured in previous issues of ARCHITECTUREDC as noted.
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Award for Excellence in Interior Architecture

Lorber Tarler Residence
Washington, DC

Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect
Engineers: D. Anthony Beale LLC
Interior Designer: Therese Baron Gurney, ASID
Contractor: Prill Construction

This project appeared in the Spring 2012 issue 
of ARCHITECTUREDC

Award for Excellence in Interior Architecture

Watergate Apartment
Washington, DC

Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect
Interior Designer: Therese Baron Gurney, ASID
Contractor: Added Dimensions

This project received a 2011 Washingtonian Residential Design
Award and appeared in the Summer 2011 issue 
of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Award for Excellence in Interior Architecture

Volkswagen Group of 
America U.S. Headquarters
Herndon, Virginia

VOA Associates
Structural Engineers: Fernandez & Associates
MEP Engineers: GHT Limited
Audio-visual Consultants: Avitecture
Contractor: rand* construction corporation

This project appeared in the Fall 2009 issue of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Award for Excellence in Interior Architecture

Gilliam Art Studio
Washington, DC

Wnuk Spurlock Architecture
Contractor: Glass Construction

This project appeared in the Fall 2011 issue of ARCHITECTUREDC.

Merit Award in Interior Architecture

Disctict Architecture Center
Washington, DC

Hickok Cole Architects
Structural Engineers: Robert Silman Associates
MEP Engineers: KTA Group
Contractor: Sigal Construction Corporation

This project, of course, has been featured on various occasions in
ARCHITECTUREDC.  Be sure to visit the District Architecture Center
if you have not already done so!

AIA|DC is very grateful for the 
hard work of its Interior Architecture Jury:
A. Richard Bunn, AIA, Studio ARB ARCH, Atlanta GA
Alex Anmahian, AIA, Anmahian Winton Architects, Cambridge, MA
Yolande Daniels, AIA, studioSUMO, Long Island City, NY
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Among this year’s Presidential Citations for Sustainable
Design were a small residential project, a college science
and engineering building, and an airport.

Presidential Citation for Sustainable Design

WaterShed
Originally built for Solar Decathlon, Washington, DC

University of Maryland
School of Architecture,
Planning, and Preservation
Structural Engineers of Record: Robert Silman
Associates PLLC
Contractor: University of Maryland

This 925-square-foot house, designed by a team from the
University of Maryland School of Architecture, Planning,
and Preservation,was the winner of the U.S. Department

38 ARCHITECTURE FOR THE LONG RUN

Architecture 
for the Long Run:
Architecture 
for the Long Run:
Three of This Year’s 
Citations for Sustainable Design 
by Ronald O’Rourke

Photo © Jim TetroWaterShed house.

Photo © Celia PearsonLiving area and kitchen of WaterShed house.
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of Energy’s 2011 Solar Decathlon, a biennial competition
featuring 20 homes designed by university teams from the
United States and other countries to be solar-powered,
cost-effective, energy-efficient, and attractive.  The
University of Maryland team included students, faculty
members, and professional mentors. 

“Inspired by the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem,
WaterShed’s design proposes solutions to water and energy
shortages,” said Amy E. Gardner, AIA, the architect and
faculty member who led the project.  “The house is a
model of how the built environment can help preserve
watersheds everywhere by managing storm water onsite,
filtering pollutants from greywater, and minimizing
water use.”

“The home is formed by north and south modules,
joined and separated by a third bridging module—the
bathroom,” Gardner noted.  “The north and south modules
are capped by a pair of shed roofs, well-suited to capturing,
storing and using sunlight and rainwater.”

“The home’s engineering systems and controls are
compact and provide for maximum accessibility,” said
Gardner.  The systems include a solar thermal array, two
liquid dessicant waterfalls (which regulate humidity
within the house), two mini-split heating and cooling
units, a heat exchanger for excess solar thermal, an array
of photovoltaic panels, an energy recovery ventilator, and
a smart house adaptive control system to orchestrate the
operation of all the individual engineering components.
The home includes numerous other energy- and water-
saving features.

Presidential Citation for Sustainable Design

Germanna Community College,
Science & Engineering
Building/Information Commons
Fredericksburg, Virginia

Clark Nexsen Architecture
& Engineering
Contractor: Donley’s Inc.

This three-story, 51,000-square-foot building, located on
the Fredericksburg, Virginia, campus of Germanna
Community College, was designed by Clark Nexsen
Architecture & Engineering, a firm with nine locations
in Washington, Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia.
The building includes science classrooms and laboratories
as well as the college’s main library and information
commons for students and faculty.

Sustainability features include a wind turbine located
outside the information commons that powers outlets for
students using laptops outdoors, a green roof and rain-
harvesting system that provides water for restrooms, and
a rain garden that captures runoff from pathways and
replenishes groundwater aquifers.

A screen deflects sunlight falling on the building’s
south side, and windows are equipped with automatic
shades.  Elsewhere, the firm noted, “a skylight pierces
through the building, shining down through the light
well from the green roof to the first floor.  The library
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Photo © Richard Boyd PhotographyScience & Engineering Building at Germanna Community College.
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Presidential Citation for Sustainable Design

Portland International Jetport
Portland, Maine

Gensler
Contractor: Turner Construction

The 160,000-square-foot, three-gate, Portland International
Jetport, located in Portland, Maine, was designed by
Gensler, a global architecture, design, planning and
consulting firm with offices in Washington and 41 other
locations.  The project, a terminal expansion, was designed
to achieve LEED Gold certification, and “presents the
newest benchmark in sustainable airport design,”
Gensler said.

A principal sustainability feature is “an innovative
geothermal heating and cooling system” that includes

120 ground wells, each 500 feet deep.  The system is
expected to reduce oil consumption by more than 50,000
gallons per year, and prevent the emission of 1,000 tons
of carbon dioxide and 0.9 tons of nitrogen oxide per year.

Another key sustainability feature is “an artisanally
crafted wood roof” constructed from FSC-certified, glue-
laminated structural timbers.  The terminal, Gensler said,
“builds upon Maine’s tradition of boatyards and shipping.
Inspired by the craftsmen of the Bath Iron Works [shipyard
of Bath, Maine], the airport’s design celebrates one of
Maine’s great natural resources, its timber, in a design
notable for its finely crafted materials and details.”

“In each of our global airport designs, we create
terminals that draw from local materials and traditions,”
said Gensler principal Bill Hooper, a leader of the firm’s
global aviation practice.  “Maine’s legacy of shipyards
and craftsmanship was a real inspiration for our design
at Portland Jetport.”

faces east and has curtain walls on the north, east, and
south facades, gaining sunlight for reading and studying
all day.  Corridors widen to study spaces at the ends of
each floor, allowing students to take advantage of natural
light.”  Laboratory rooms take advantage of ambient
natural light throughout the day, and are equipped with
fume hood and environmental chambers.

The building will be used as a teaching tool for
sustainable design.  Students can access the roof garden
to learn about the plants growing there.  In addition, “a
window to the mechanical room allows students to peer
in, and a monitor tracks energy and water consumption
throughout the day,” the architects said.  “Teachers are
able to use this room as a teaching mechanism to help
future engineers and architects observe building systems.”

Photo © Richard Boyd PhotographyInterior of the Germanna Community College 
Science & Engineering Building.

Photo © Robert Benson

Portland International Jetport.
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The following project that received a 2012 Presidential Citation for Sustainable Design
will be featured in the Spring 2013 issue of ARCHITECTUREDC, focusing on libraries,
schools, and other facilities for learning.
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Presidential Citation for Sustainable Design

Howard D. Woodson STEM High School
Washington, DC

cox graae + spack architects/
SHW Group (associate architects)
Project Managers: DC PEP, A Joint Venture of Brailsford 

& Dunlavey and McKissack & McKissack
Contractor: HESS Construction

Interior of the Portland International Jetport terminal. Photo © Robert Benson

Photo © Robert Creamer, Photographer
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Making 
Places:
Making 
Places:
Presidential Citations 
for Urban Design
by G. Martin Moeller, Jr., Assoc. AIA

Presidential Citation for Urban Design

Half Street Fairgrounds
Washington, DC

Schlesinger 
Associates Architects
Structural Engineers: Rathgeber/Goss Associates
MEP Engineers: Potomac Energy Group
Other Consultants: Georgetown Events; Aon
Contractor: Geoff McNabola

The Anacostia Riverfront has been undergoing a comprehensive
transformation over the past decade.  Major milestones in the
neighborhood’s development include the opening of Nationals
Ballpark in 2008, the first phase of the Yards Park in 2010, the
Foundry Lofts in 2011, and Canal Park just recently.  Several retail
and restaurant projects in the area are scheduled to open soon. 

Despite the rapid pace of change, the neighborhood still has 
a few missing teeth.  Several parcels directly north of the baseball
stadium, for instance, remain undeveloped, though there are
plans in place for them.  The owner of one of those
parcels, Akridge, wanted to activate the site on a
temporary basis before construction begins
on permanent buildings.  Working in
collaboration with a restaurateur

who was already running an ad hoc, outdoor bar there, Akridge
conceived the Half Street Fairgrounds as a pop-up food and 
beverage destination attracting people attending ballgames as well
as neighborhood residents on non-game days. 

Akridge hired Schlesinger Associates Architects in January
2012 to design the Fairgrounds, dictating that the complex be ready
for business in time for the Nationals’ pre-season opener in March.
To meet that ambitious goal, the architects designed the project as an
assemblage of recycled shipping containers, stacked in a way that
recalls children’s building blocks.  Salvaged shipping pallets were
used both vertically, as screens enclosing the site, and horizontally,
as shading devices.  Storefront windows were installed in some of
the containers, which serve as miniature art galleries.  

The Fairgrounds was an instant success and, though temporary,
has helped to forge a distinct identity for its emerging neighborhood.

View of the Half Street Fairgrounds showing 
a glass-enclosed art gallery at the corner.

Stacked shipping containers at the Half Street Fairgrounds. Photo © Bruno Lassus

Photo © Bruno Lassus
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Mount Vernon 
United Methodist Church/
901 K Street, NW
Washington, DC

SmithGroupJJR
Structural Engineers: SK&A Structural Engineers
MEP/Fire Protection Engineers: Girard Engineering
Civil Engineers: Wiles Mensch Corporation
Contractor: Clark Construction Group, LLC

The story of the Mount Vernon United Methodist Church reflects
the broader history of downtown Washington over the past century.
Built in 1917 as a flagship branch of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
it boasted a prestigious location across the street from the DC
Central Library and housed a thriving congregation well into the
post-World War II era.  By the close of the 20th century, however,
the once-vibrant neighborhood was often nearly desolate, the
church’s congregation had dwindled, and its main entrance was
blocked by rusty, rarely opened gates.  Then in 2005, as the East
End of downtown Washington was enjoying a rapid renaissance,
Carr Properties approached the church with a proposal to restore the
historic sanctuary building, demolish undistinguished additions from
the 1940s and ’50s, and develop a new, mixed-use structure contain-
ing commercial office space and auxiliary facilities for the church. 

SmithGroupJJR oversaw the renovation of the 
historic church and designed the new building, which is nestled
between the sanctuary and a small, historic hotel at the northwest
corner of the site.  The Massachusetts Avenue façade of the addition
bows out slightly toward the street then curves dramatically inward,
thus opening up views of the church’s north portico and directing
visitors toward a glass-enclosed atrium that now links the sanctuary
to church-related facilities in the addition.  Separate entrances on K
Street and Massachusetts Avenue serve the commercial office spaces.

The project represents a successful collaboration between a
non-profit institution and a commercial developer, brought to
fruition by a sensitive design that restores the dignity of the 
historic church and brings new vitality to its neighborhood.

North portico of the historic church 
at left with the addition 
in the background.

The restored Mount Vernon United
Methodist Church at left, with the 
new addition in the right foreground.

Photo © Maxwell MacKenzie

Photo © Maxwell MacKenzie
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