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THE NEW WASHINGTON: 
NOT JUST COLUMNS AND DOMES

Welcome to this special, expanded issue of ARCHITECTUREDC,
which is being circulated not only to our regular readership,
but also to thousands of architects from around the country
attending the AIA 2012 National Convention and Design
Exposition at the Washington Convention Center from 
May 17 to 19.

The AIA national convention, an annual event held in a
different city each year, is taking place in Washington this year
in recognition of the 125th anniversary of the founding of

AIA|DC.  As the executive director of AIA|DC, the host chapter for the convention,
I would like to extend a warm invitation to architects attending the convention to
visit the District Architecture Center (DAC), AIA|DC’s brand new headquarters,
conference, and exhibit display facility, located just a few minutes’ walk from the
convention center, at 421 7th Street, NW.

It’s been 21 years since the AIA national convention was last held in Washington,
and the city has changed quite a lot architecturally since then.  This issue of 
ARCHITECTUREDC is designed to highlight some of those changes by spotlighting
three emerging neighborhoods.

One of these is the Mount Vernon Square area—the neighborhood surrounding
the convention center itself.  Within a few blocks of the convention center, visitors
with a few minutes to spare, as well as regular readers, will find a wealth of new
residential and commercial projects worth seeing first hand.  The second area, a
few blocks further to the north and west, includes the adjacent neighborhoods of
Logan Circle and Shaw, which have experienced a residential and commercial
revival in recent years.  And the third area is the Southeast waterfront—a zone that
has been transformed considerably over the last decade through the construction of
the Nationals Ballpark and other projects, and where a lot of additional construction
is underway or about to begin.

You’ll notice that all three of these areas are away from the city’s monumental
core—and that’s the point.  The typical portrayal of Washington in the media,
which focuses on the White House, the Capitol building, and the other classically-
styled monuments and government buildings in and around the National Mall, is
a blessing and a curse: It helps to keep the city in the public eye, but it also acts as
a barrier to learning about the non-governmental parts of the city.

The columns and domes in the city’s center are beautiful, but there’s a lot more
of Washington to discover beyond the monuments, including many of the city’s
most interesting recent architectural projects.  This issue of ARCHITECTUREDC—
which includes a special insert for visiting architects listing local restaurants
notable for their interesting designs and good food—is intended to help all of our
readers to discover parts of the city outside the government center that have a lot
to show in terms of architectural change.

So to both regular subscribers and visiting architects, I bid you welcome to
Washington, a city where a lot has happened architecturally in the last 21 years.
Enjoy this issue, visit the three emerging neighborhoods, and as always, please
contact me with your comments.

Mary Fitch, AICP, Hon. AIA
Publisher
mfitch@aiadc.com
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  Contributors

Denise Liebowitz (“Reclaiming the
Anacostia Waterfront”), formerly with the
National Capital Planning Commission, is a
frequent contributor to ARCHITECTUREDC. 

G. Martin Moeller, Jr., Assoc. AIA (“Hip
Happening”) is senior vice president and
curator at the National Building Museum.
He is the editor of ARCHITECTUREDC. 

Ronald O’Rourke (“More Than the
Convention Center”) is a regular contributor
to ARCHITECTUREDC.  His father, Jack
O’Rourke, was an architect in San Francisco
for more than four decades.
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13THANK YOU

Thank you to our very generous Host Chapter sponsors! Hosting the
National Convention is a very big undertaking for our local chapter.
We deeply appreciate the generosity of the following companies 
who are helping us launch this big national event.

Platinum Sponsors - $20,000
HITT Contracting, Inc.
WSP Group

Silver Sponsors - $10,000
Clark Construction Group, LLC
Ennead Architects
Reed Construction Data

Bronze Sponsors - $5,000
Electrosonic
GHT Limited
GRAPHISOFT
Hickok Cole Architects
Microdesk
SH Acoustics, LLC
Thornton Thomasetti
Turner Construction Company

THANK YOU
TO OUR CONVENTION
SPONSORS!

THANK YOU

$2,000 +
Davis Construction
Hensel Phelps Construction
Umicore Building Products –   
VMZiNC

Wagner Meters

$1,000 +
Bonstra | Haresign ARCHITECTS
Perkins + Will

$500 +
Hoachlander Davis Photography, LLC
Riverbend Nursery
VF Engineering
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Recent architectural developments in the Mount Vernon Square
area go well beyond the addition of the Washington Convention
Center, which opened in 2003.  In the neighborhoods surrounding
the huge convention facility, such as the Shaw historic district to
north and west and the Mount Vernon Square historic district to
the east, numerous projects designed by local architects—including
several that are AIA|DC award winners or have been featured in
past issues of ARCHITECTUREDC—have added significant new
energy to the area’s built environment.

Up Front: Esocoff’s Curves
Prominent among the architectural firms involved in the area’s 
re-emergence is Esocoff & Associates/Weinstein Studio, the
designer of several new high-rise condominiums built along the
area’s high-traffic southern edge, including the buildings at 400,
401, 425, and 1010 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, and 1001 L Street,
NW.  All these buildings are recognizable for their curving brick
façades—a trademark of sorts for the firm’s work in the area, and
one that might be viewed as taking its cue from the rare, serpentine-
curved, brick façade of the circa-1900 row house at 1107 Massachusetts
Avenue, NW.  Additional Esocoff/Weinstein high-rises in the area
include 1117 10th Street, NW, and 910 M Street, NW, the latter of
which has a façade divided into segments that are compatible in
massing with neighboring row houses.

14 MORE THAN THE CONVENTION CENTER

More Than the
Convention Center:
More Than the
Convention Center:
New Projects in the Re-emerging 
Mount Vernon Square Area  by Ronald O’Rourke

Photo © Maxwell MacKenzie

400 Massachusetts Avenue, 
by Esocoff & Associates.

Photo by Robert Lautman

Photo by Robert Lautman

The Mount Vernon Square area by Suzane Reatig
Architecture: 442-444 N Street, NW 

506A/506B O Street, NW
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Reatig’s Neo-Bauhaus
As one moves north from Massachusetts Avenue, into the
interior of these neighborhoods, the buildings become
generally smaller in scale.  It’s on these blocks that another
architectural firm—Suzane Reatig Architecture, led by
principal Suzane Reatig, FAIA, LEED AP—has made a
significant mark over the last 20 years.

Working from a small office located in the center of
the area, at 1312 8th Street, NW, Reatig designs rigorously
conceived, cleanly detailed, and affordable buildings that
recall the Bauhaus tradition of socially conscious modernist
architecture.  In a 2009 profile piece, local architecture
writer Benjamin Forgey described her as “the least-known
architect of certifiable excellence in the Washington area.”

Reatig’s projects in the Mount Vernon Square area
include the Metropolitan Community Church of
Washington, DC, at 474 Ridge Street, NW, a set of town-
houses at 413-419 Ridge Street, NW, the See-Though
Townhouses (as Reatig calls them) at 506A and 506B 
O Street, NW, the townhouse duplexes at 424-434 N
Street, NW, and a renovated multifamily project at 442
and 444 N Street, NW.  These projects exemplify Reatig’s
talent for combining masonry, steel, and glass to create
highly-ordered façades and crisp, open, light-filled
interior spaces.

Reatig’s newest project in the area is an apartment
building at 623 M Street, NW—a building she calls DC
Boogie-Woogie.  As with some of her other nearby 
projects, the client is a non-profit organization working
to improve the area.

The building’s nine, one-bedroom apartments are
characteristic of her approach to residential design.  “All
of the units,” she says, “contain spacious living areas with
large wrapping windows from floor to ceiling, providing
ample natural light, [as well as] two or three exposures
and cross-ventilation.”  The three top-floor apartments
additionally feature mezzanines and outdoor terraces.

In a departure from the more neutral and restrained
exterior colors of her other projects in the area, the exterior
of DC Boogie-Woogie, as the name suggests, employs 
a lively combination of white siding rhythmically
punctuated by brightly colored panels between the
windows.  The result is a Bauhaus-meets-Miami look
that’s a bit of a wake-up call on the block.

“The use of brightly colored metal panels highlights
the eccentricity of the surrounding neighborhood and
energizes the street,” Reatig says.  “In a neighborhood
with mostly dark brick facades, DC Boogie Woogie’s
color brings pride and cheerfulness to the community.”

15MORE THAN THE CONVENTION CENTER

Photo © Alan Karchmer

Living room of one of the apartments 
in DC Boogie-Woogie.

Photo © Alan KarchmerDusk view of DC Boogie-Woogie (623 M Street, NW), 
by Suzane Reatig Architecture.
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Additions and Interiors
A major recent development in the eastern part of the Mount Vernon
Square neighborhood was the Yale Steam Laundry condominium
and apartment complex at 431 New York Avenue, NW, designed
by the Washington office of BBG-BBGM and John Ronan
Architects of Chicago.  The project renovated the interiors of a
group of low-rise commercial structures and joined them to two
new residential towers that are designed to evoke the site’s
industrial past.

Not far from that project is an interior design of note—
Mandu, a Korean-cuisine restaurant designed by GrizForm
Design Architects that was profiled in the Fall 2011 issue of
ARCHITECTUREDC [see also the Dine + Design section of this
issue].  The restaurant is located in the new City Vista mixed-
used building at 475 K Street, NW, designed by Torti Gallas and
Partners and Marshall Moya Design.

The Fall 2011 issue also profiled another notable interior in
the area—the Independence Federal Savings Bank at 1301 9th
Street, NW.  This renovation, designed by Andrulis Janezich
Architects, skillfully knits together the interiors of five historic
structures with an open, delicate, and light-handed design that
might qualify as a new approach to bank design.

16 MORE THAN THE CONVENTION CENTER

Photo © Alan KarchmerDaytime view of DC Boogie-Woogie.

Photo by Kun Zhang, Assoc. AIA, and
AJArchitects/Dimension Images

Interior of the Independence Bank by Andrulis Janezich Architects at 9th and N streets, NW, 
just north of the Washington Convention Center.
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A Jewel Box by Gurney
One of the newest interior renovations in the area is the
Lorber Tarler residence, designed by Robert M. Gurney,
FAIA, whose award-winning modernist residential
projects have appeared on these pages numerous times.
To make the most of this small row house’s limited floor
plate, Gurney rejected the conventional approach of
minimizing the circulation area and instead designed the
stairwell as a generous, sky-lit space that ties together
the house’s spaces both vertically and horizontally and
opens them up to an airy central zone, making them
feel larger.

As with many of Gurney’s projects, the Lorber
Tarler residence features a rich mix of interior materials

and finishes, including Venetian plaster, white terrazzo
flooring, clear- and dark-stained white oak, aluminum,
stainless steel, clear and translucent glass, painted steel,
limestone, and granite.  The result is a high-impact,
jewel-box project with ample light, crisp lines, and
beautiful colors.

“The project re-imagined an existing row house as
a modern, light-filled urban dwelling for a professional
couple,” Gurney says.  “The new floor layout and open
plan are intended to provide dynamic interior spaces in
sharp contrast to the originally dark, cramped house.
The end result represents the co-existence of a modern
vocabulary adapted to current living patterns within an
existing historically significant framework.”

17MORE THAN THE CONVENTION CENTER

Photos © Paul Warchol Photography

Views of the Lorber Tarler Residence, by Robert M.
Gurney, FAIA: dining area with glass bridge over living
area (above); bedroom (below); and rear façade (right).
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A Model Office of the Future
Just southwest of the convention center is an innovative new
workspace designed by and for the Washington office of the
global architecture firm SmithGroupJJR.  The office, located at
901 K Street, NW—a building also designed by SmithGroupJJR
that is adjacent to the Mount Vernon Place United Methodist
Church—advances recent trends toward more collaborative
work environments.  

Three-fifths of the office’s floor area is dedicated to communal
workspaces.  The most prominent such space, called the Living
Room, resembles a hotel lounge more than it does a traditional
work area.  Decked out with computers and audio-visual
equipment, it’s a venue for organized meetings and events,
informal discussions, or just having lunch.

In the main studio areas, compact individual workstations—
made possible by a substantial reduction in the use of paper
documents—all offer the same functionality, allowing for easy
rearrangement of seating patterns as staff members migrate
among project teams.  These design strategies, combined with
administrative changes, reduced SmithGroupJJR’s space
requirements by about 30% while providing the firm’s staff with
a stylish new office that promotes creativity and collaboration.

The Next Big Thing
Still more projects are to come to the area, including a very big
one.  Now under construction immediately to the west of the
convention center is the new Marriott Marquis Hotel, designed
by a joint venture of Cooper Carry Architects and TVS
Architects. The huge facility will have approximately 1,200
rooms, and will incorporate the historic former trade union
headquarters building at the northwest corner of Massachusetts
Avenue and 9th Street, NW.  When completed in 2014, the hotel
will reinforce Mount Vernon Square’s re-emergence as a vibrant
neighborhood close to the heart of the city.

Photos © Eric Laignel

Views of SmithGroupJJR’s new office space: the “Living Room,” featuring a cloud-like
sculpture made of modular components by Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec (top); 
the open, flexible, and largely paper-free design studio (bottom).
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A City Defined by its Rivers
In its early days, Washington was a river city.  Georgetown’s
Potomac waterfront boasted a thriving tobacco trade and
in Southwest Washington, land speculators built town-
houses along what is now the Washington Channel.  The
Anacostia River waterfront in the Southeast quadrant of
the city was an important focus of the city’s booming
industrial and commercial activity and the original home
port of the new nation’s navy.

It was here that bustling commercial piers received
lumber and other raw building materials for the growing
city; just north of the wharves, light industrial businesses
thrived.  The Washington Navy Yard, established in 1799,
quickly evolved from a shipbuilding operation to a
sprawling ordnance facility.  By the beginning of the 20th
century, the Navy Yard reflected the nation’s growing
military and manufacturing  might.  Sprawling brick
industrial buildings housed the manufacture of boilers
and guns, foundries, and maintenance shops for heavy

24 RECLAIMING THE ANACOSTIA

Reclaiming 
The Anacostia
Waterfront

Reclaiming
The Anacostia
Waterfront
by Denise Liebowitz

Photos courtesy of 
M. Paul Friedberg & Partners

Above and below:  
The Yards Park, by M. Paul Friedberg & Partners.
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railroad equipment.  By the mid 1940s, to meet the needs
of World War II, the Yard and its Annex reached peak
production, employing 26,000 workers in 132 buildings
on 127 acres of land.  

After the war, however, the Navy Yard reduced its
operations, and the surrounding area began a slow slide
into urban blight.  Here and in other parts of the city,
Washington was losing the connection to its rivers.  In the
mid-1990s, the military’s Base Closure and Realignment
process released the by-then deteriorating industrial land
in the Navy Annex for other uses.  Eventually, the city
and the federal government agencies that controlled land
on the Anacostia shoreline began to explore public-private
ventures to revitalize the area.  In a pioneering move in
2007, the US Department of Transportation opened its
new headquarters building (designed by Michael Graves)
in this forgotten corner of the city, and the following year
the Washington Nationals hosted the first game in their
new ballpark (designed by HOK/Populous/Devrouax +
Purnell Architects, a Joint Venture).  The Anacostia
waterfront was coming back.

Capitol Riverfront—
A New Neighborhood Identity
Today, the area known as the Capitol Riverfront is
undergoing one of the nation’s largest urban waterfront

transformations.  It comprises a 500-acre swath stretching
north from the Anacostia River toward the US Capitol,
and extending from Buzzard Point below South Capitol
Street on the west to just beyond the 11th Street Bridge on
the east.  The area features two miles of river frontage with
an environmental commitment, a waterfront walking
trail, convenient Metrorail access, and several new urban
parks.  Although somewhat slowed by the economic
downturn, much of the neighborhood’s development
pushed forward during the past three years, and the
Capitol Riverfront’s Business Improvement District (BID)
is overseeing a flurry of construction activity. 

When the neighborhood is completed, planners
expect that it will offer more than 15 million square feet of
office space, nearly one million square feet of retail, 9,000
new residential units, more than 1,000 hotel rooms, a
public marina, and water taxi service.  For BID executive
director Michael Stevens, “This is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to build a new city on the river; 2012 is the
year the vision becomes reality; the Capitol Riverfront is
no longer aspirational.”  Already, nearly 3,500
Washingtonians call Capitol Riverfront home; 35,000
workers stream into the neighborhood each weekday to
occupy 6.8 million square feet of office space; and nearly
3,000 condos, rental apartments, and townhouses are
completed and enjoying high occupancy rates.  All this in
a place that until just a few years ago was distinguished
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Courtesy of 
Forest City Washington

Site plan of The Yards and surrounding area.  Projects that are part of The Yards development are highlighted in bold
colors.  Outside The Yards, the residential project at 1299 Half Street (see page 31) will be located across the street
from the circular plaza immediately north of Nationals Ballpark.  Canal Park (see pages 32-33) is under construction
on the site due north of the western building of the US Department of Transportation (DOT) headquarters.
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by abandoned buildings, trash-strewn riverbanks, and
empty lots.

Within the Capitol Riverfront precinct, several major
development projects are now taking shape and, as
Stevens explained, each has its own distinctive character.
Development closest to the Navy Yard builds on the
area’s historic industrial aesthetic; the precinct just south
of the Capitol Hill neighborhood takes its design cues
from Washington’s classic Victorian row houses; and a
modern, big-city feel will define development west of
New Jersey Avenue.  

Making the Most of a Neglected
River and its Industrial Past
Closest to the Navy’s property is The Yards, a 42-acre,
mixed-use development initiative by Forest City
Washington.  Mark Gilliand, AIA, principal with Shalom
Baranes Associates, was part of The Yards master planning
team that included his firm, Robert A.M. Stern Architects,

and SMWM. “It was an opportunity to create a new
neighborhood and reintegrate it with a part of the city that
had been inaccessible,” Gilliand said about the planning
process.  “We wanted to design a vibrant, authentic
neighborhood that would complement the historic fabric.”

The master plan pays homage to the area’s urban
history and reintroduces several streets and alleys, some of
which had been closed by the Navy, and extends New Jersey
Avenue, one of Pierre L’Enfant’s diagonal boulevards.  As
a result, the development area is divided into relatively
small parcels with different architects commissioned for
the eventual thirty buildings, none of which will rise
taller than about ten stories.  When completed, The Yards
promises to look and feel like an integral part of the city
with street trees, sidewalks, and a dense mix of offices,
shops, restaurants, and residences.

Phase one of The Yards  development plan is well
under way, and its waterfront open space, Yards Park, is
completed.  Gilliand calls the park a “place maker.”  The
nearly six-acre space includes a Great Lawn for recreation

26 RECLAIMING THE ANACOSTIA

Rendering of the renovated Lumber Shed.  Gensler’s design calls for a minimalist curtain wall,
allowing clear views of the existing structure’s robust concrete frame.

Rendering of the renovated Lumber Shed     
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   vated Lumber Shed, looking toward the riverfront.

and festivals, an inventively designed splash fountain and
wading pool, terraced grass steps that provide seating for
outdoor concerts, and a quiet birch grove.  The park
incorporates a waterfront esplanade connecting with the
Navy Yard on the east and with Diamond Teague Park
and the baseball stadium on the west, and forming a
portion of the 16-mile Anacostia Riverwalk Trail.

Although adjacent development is still under 
construction or in design, the park is already a clear
success due to its stylish infrastructure, furniture, and
public art.  A head-snapping, 200-foot-long, steel pedestrian
bridge spans a canal-like water feature; an expansive sail
structure provides shade for a plaza overlook; a 60-foot
light tower glows after dark; and wavy wooden benches
offer comfortable perches from which to to admire it all.
Park designer Rick Parisi, RLA, CLAR, principal of the
landscape architecture and urban design firm M. Paul
Friedberg and Partners, explained that the space was
conceived as a series of outdoor rooms that can be used in
a variety of ways and that the design brings the waterfront
right into the city. 

Eventually, three retail pavilions will be located in the
park.  One of them is the Lumber Shed, the result of the
adaptive reuse of an old navy warehouse.  The building’s
distinctive form, consisting of a central double-height
section running between lower, flanking structures on
either side, relates to its original function: lumber was
brought into the central area on skids, then stored for
drying in the side wings.  For the time being, the structure
has had its non-historic tin cladding removed and its
structural skeleton cleaned up, and has been serving as
an exhibit pavilion and community gathering place for
special events.  When construction gets under way this
spring, the Lumber Shed will be sheathed in an elegant
glass curtain wall on its way to becoming a 35,000-
square-foot restaurant and retail space.  According to
Jordan Goldstein, AIA,managing director of the
Washington office of Gensler, the structure’s concrete
frame is so unusual and visually powerful that “we
wanted to encase it in glass, treat it like a jewel box, and
put it on display.”  

In a later development phase, Gensler will oversee
development of two additional park pavilions—both
new construction—whose contemporary design will
complement the updated historic Lumber Shed.  

Gensler is also shepherding design and construction
at another adaptive reuse project in The Yards.  The
Boilermaker Shop, constructed in 1919, was the focus of
some of the Navy Yard’s heaviest manufacturing, and, in
its heyday, turned out boilers for the navy fleet as well as
gun mounts and other ordnance.  When the Boilermaker
building opens later this year, it will be a retail anchor of
The Yards community offering nearly 47,000 square feet
of space for tenants that are expected to include a bakery,
brewery, sports bar, restaurants, and outdoor cafes. 

The building is an example of classic American
industrial architecture with structural steel girders, brick
exterior walls, and a glassy, double-tier clerestory roof
that floods the interior with natural light.  The design
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Courtesy of Gensler

Courtesy of Gensler

ArchDC. Spring_2012_Spring 2012  3/20/12  12:00 PM  Page 27



includes the insertion of three glass pavilions on the
building’s south façade, two of which are located where
former non-historic additions altered the original building.
The addition of a floating, loft-like mezzanine level will
provide extra retail space while retaining the open,
industrial feel of the 320-foot-long building.  Paying
homage to the shop’s hard-working past, an overhead 
15-ton crane will be kept in place.  The original window
structure will be preserved and the glass replaced. 

The only completed building in The Yards complex so
far stands across the street from the Boilermaker building,
and is another reuse of a historic Navy Yard facility.  The
1918 Pattern Joiner Shop, which once housed the Navy’s
large-scale woodworking and carpentry operations, has
been redeveloped under the direction of SK&I Architectural
Design Group as the mixed-use Foundry Lofts—170
high-style apartments with some ground-floor retail. 

The renovated building flaunts its industrial beginnings.
Giant concrete columns that once supported the structure’s
industrial floor plan remain in place throughout the
building, one of them in the main lobby.  Large, warehouse-
like windows on the lower-level units, brick walls, and
concrete ceilings offer other glimpses of the building’s
history.  A generously sized, open-to-the-sky, interior
courtyard offers a lounge area, fire pit, yoga platform,
and two big, purple cylinders camouflaging vents from
the garage below. 

Above, the apartments all discharge on one side to
windowed hallways that overlook the courtyard below.
The newly built fifth and sixth floors accommodate 33,
two-level penthouses that come with terraces and
knockout vistas of the river, Yards Park, and Nationals
Ballpark.  Jon Wallenmeyer, AIA, principal of SK&I,
said, “We wanted a clear demarcation between the old
and new and really played on that juxtaposition to create
something unique in this building.”  Boasting 12- and 14-
foot ceilings, concrete beams, plenty of exposed brick and
steel, and a Zen-like roof garden, the residences exude a
hip, urban-industrial vibe.   

Living Above the Store
Still within The Yards development area, construction is
under way for a residential/grocery/retail project at the
intersection of 4th and M streets, SE.  Although it abuts
the Navy Yard’s historic brick wall and sentry tower, this
is a sleek, contemporary design.  Shalom Baranes
Associates has envisioned a nine-story structure with
two residential wings above a three-story base of retail
and parking.  The two wings, including approximately
220 apartments, will be connected by a glass walkway and
elevator lobby.  The overall mass of the building features
a variety of heights, simple forms, and an emphasis on
horizontality.  Clad in various textures of metal in hues of
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Courtesy of Gensler

Rendering of the renovated Boilermaker building, by Gensler.  The existing
eastern building of the US Department of Transportation headquarters, 
by Michael Graves & Associates, is visible in the right background.
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gray, the façades will be fitted with louvers to provide
solar screening for the south-facing glass.  The low-rise
retail façades will consist of fritted glass panels.

A large grocery store is essential to the success of an
emerging city neighborhood, and Forest City Washington
has pushed forward with this project that includes a
large Harris Teeter supermarket.  With its main entrance
on 4th Street, the grocery will be part of an important
retail focal point in the new community.  The project
includes a significant amount of additional retail space
on the street level, with a fitness center on the second
and third floors, a rooftop pool, and parking for shoppers
and residents. 

Beyond The Yards
Other noteworthy architectural and urban design projects
are afoot in the Capitol Riverfront community outside
The Yards.  Closer to the ballpark, on a site that was until
recently occupied by a city bus garage, the Akridge
development firm will soon begin work on a 700,000-
square-foot complex on the west side of Half Street, SE,
between M and N streets.  Current plans call for two, nine-
story office buildings and one, eleven-story residential
building with street-level shops in all three.  A pedestrian
alley between the two office buildings will offer a mix of
food stalls, delis, and boutiques.  

Courtesy of SK&I 
Architectural Design Group

The courtyard at the Foundry Lofts.

Courtesy of SK&I 
Architectural Design Group

The exterior of the Foundry Lofts, showing the two-story
addition above the renovated industrial structure.
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Courtesy of Shalom Baranes AssociatesRendering of the mixed-use project at 4th and M streets,
SE (1212 4th Street), by Shalom Baranes Associates.  
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Esocoff & Associates is designing the residential tower directly
across from the ballpark.  The U-shaped building will have 277
units, a rooftop pool and terrace with clear views of the infield,
and many energy-efficient features intended to achieve a LEED
Gold certification.  Distinctive roof elements are clad in glazed
ceramic tiles that evoke a handmade, Arts-and-Crafts aesthetic
and will create an iconic, idiosyncratic signature on the city skyline.
“When television screens around the country show a home run
with this building in the camera shot, people are going to think
maybe Washington isn’t so boring after all,” said Phil Esocoff,
FAIA. Unlike many in Washington, Esocoff does not feel the city’s
height limitations are a design constraint: “There are so many
examples of great architecture that isn’t tall; you just need to make
the most of what you have.”

A New Arc of Development
Although the timeline for full buildout of the Capitol Riverfront is
15 to 20 years, it is hard not to be impressed with the progress so
far.  Capitol Quarter, a development of 370 single-family town

houses just east of Canal Park, is nearly complete and already 95
percent sold out.  The renovated Washington Star/Post printing
plant at 200 I Street, SE, will see the arrival of 1,200 District of
Columbia government employees this summer.  The beautiful, Beaux
Arts water pumping station at Water and O streets, SE, has recently
received a historic landmark designation, and the Florida Rock
cement plant site, long an eyesore at the foot of South Capitol Street,
has finally been cleared in preparation for mixed-use development.

The BID’s Michael Stevens sees the neighborhood as “the
epicenter of a new arc of development for Washington.”  He noted
its proximity to Capitol Hill, the expected development of the
adjacent Southwest waterfront and of Poplar Point just across the
river, as well as the current development of the US Department of
Homeland Security headquarters also across the river in Southeast
Washington.  For Stevens, the influx of government employees,
private-sector workers, and residents looking for attractive housing
options combined with waterfront recreation, entertainment 
destinations, and convenient Metrorail access makes the Capitol
Riverfront one of the most promising locations in the region.
“Actually,” he said, “it’s one of the coolest places in the nation.” 

Courtesy of AkridgeRendering of 1299 Half Street, SE, by Esocoff & Associates, part of the Half Street complex by the Akridge development firm.
The south-facing façade, as seen in the foreground, will be directly across the street from the baseball stadium.
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A Canal Remembered
After a few scheduling delays, Canal Park is getting ready 
for its summer unveiling.  As reported in a previous issue of 
ARCHITECTUREDC, this park stretches three blocks north from 
the Department of Transportation building to I Street, SE, with a
design that both is rooted in the city’s history and reaches to the
future of urban public spaces.  The new park sits where a 19th-
century canal once ran between Tiber Creek and the Washington
Navy Yard.  The waterway was long ago filled in, and this 
area eventually gave way to overgrown parking lots and 
neglected buildings. 

Inspired by the canal legacy, OLIN, the landscape architecture
firm, has imagined a linear rain garden with several water features.
The southern block of the park is anchored by interactive water
jets embedded in the pavement, and in the middle block, a 
monumental fountain forms another component  of the rain 
garden.  In winter, the water features will be incorporated into a
ribbon of ice, and skaters will be able to loop through the park. 

A two-level pavilion, designed by STUDIOS Architecture,
will house a café with outdoor seating and feature a green roof
accessible by a wide staircase.  Glassy rooftop structures will glow
like lanterns at night and perhaps evoke floating canal barges.
There will be a children’s play area and a pavilion for toy storage
and a small performance stage in the middle block.  The northern,
third block is the most informal and flexible part of the park, with
lawns to accommodate storytelling events, concerts, and other
public gatherings.

Brian Pilot, AIA, design architect with STUDIOS, pointed out,
“There’s a lot going on here with a very active design intended to
draw people in.  It’s a big change from the kind of parks we’re
used to in Washington.” 
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Courtesy of STUDIOS Architecture

Exploded perspective rendering of the pavilions 
in Canal Park, by STUDIOS Architecture.

Rendering of Canal Park at night.
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Image © OLIN / LIFANG
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37DINE + DESIGN DC

by Mary Fitch, AICP, Hon. AIA

Those of you familiar with AIA’s National Convention
understand “Dine + Design” to be a special event held at
one or more local restaurants during the convention and
usually featuring the architect of the restaurant.  While
these events can be fun—I am particularly fond of recalling
Versailles in Little Havana at the 2010 Miami Convention,
although a mariachi band showed up instead of an
architect—they tend be very expensive and exclusive.
Because they require so much effort to put together, few
are offered and they sell out quickly, so unless you are
really quick, you’ll miss out.  

The DC Chapter decided to do something different
for several reasons.  First of all, in past years the “design”
part of Dine + Design was not always the focus. Second,
with obligatory guarantees on the minimum number of
guests, the cost of buses, and whatever else went into
those events, you’d end up paying more than if you’d
made the reservation on your own.  Finally we found
that most the restaurants featured in these events 
were expensive.   

This section of the magazine will introduce you to
Washington, DC, restaurants—high-end, low-end, and
everything in between.  This list was compiled by reviewing
recent AIA|DC design award winners, a survey of the
membership, and comments from a few foodies on the
AIA|DC staff.  Even though there are almost 70 entries, it’s
certainly not meant to be a comprehensive list of every
worthwhile restaurant in Washington.  Instead, we hope
this guide will encourage our convention-goers to venture
away from familiar Washington neighborhoods and visit
new parts of the city using our Metro system and
Circulator bus routes.  In addition, we hope our local
readers will use this guide as well to learn more about
their favorite local haunts and perhaps find a new one.

The restaurants are listed alphabetically, but there
are several supplementary lists to help you find what’s
nearby (or by a particular architect).  For additional hints,
check out our Convention page at www.aiadc.com; our
members are forever tweeting their favorite things to make
your stay in DC more memorable.  For your convenience
an updated pdf of the this section is provided on this
page in case you'd like to download.  There is also a
great list at www.washingtonpost.com.  

We encourage the use of Metro wherever possible,
but some restaurants require a cab or extra bus ride.  Log
on to www.metroopensdoors.com for complete transit
instructions.  Finally, we adopted the Washington Post’s
pricing categories for convenience:  $ = $14 or less per
entree;  $$ = $15-24;  $$$ = $25-34;  $$$$ = $35 and
up.  This will make it easier to use both lists if you want
to do additional research.
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701
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: Barr Architects
Design Notes: Classy, white-table-cloth restaurant in
one of Washington’s power buildings—Market Square,
by Hartman-Cox Architects.  Says one AIA|DC member:
“It does not have wow features but its simplicity is very
appealing to me.  Clean lines, different areas where one
can sit depending on mood.”
Dine Notes: Great seasonal selections; 
amazing cocktails.

Address: 701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20004

Metro: Archives-Navy Memorial-Penn Quarter
Contact: (202) 393-0701 | www.701restaurant.com

2Amys
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: Barnes Vanze Architects
Design Notes: Friendly neighborhood place; interna-
tional reputation.
Dine Notes: In 1998, the Italian government formally
recognized Neapolitan pizza as a traditional food worthy
of preservation and granted it D.O.C (Denominazione di
origine controllata) status, which specifies the legally
permitted ingredients and methods of preparation.
2Amys follows those strict requirements and serves real
D.O.C. pizza.  Beloved by neighborhood residents and a
great place to take the kids.  Book early!

Address: 3715 Macomb Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20016

Metro: Cleveland Park
Contact: (202) 885-5700 | www.2amyspizza.com

B

Ben’s Next Door
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Group Goetz Architects
Design Notes: Hipper than the venerable Ben’s Chili
Bowl next door—but don’t forget to check out that local
institution as well!
Dine Notes: Next Door features a 53-foot bar, with
dishes such as shrimp & white grits, crispy-skin salmon,
and their top seller, brined fried chicken with “perfect”
mashed potatoes.

Address: 1211 U Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20009

Metro: U Street
Contact: (202) 667-8880 | www.bensnextdoor.com

Biergarten Haus
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: PGN Architects
Design Notes: A traditional setting with multiple
levels for dining.
Dine Notes: The Biergarten Haus serves authentic
German food and beer in a charming setting.

Address: 1355 H Street, NE,
Washington, DC 20002

Metro: Union Station, then take X2 bus or cab
Contact: (202) 388-4053 | www.biergartenhaus.com

Birch & Barley
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: Hailey Design
Design Notes: Recommended by AIA|DC members for
its use of materials, raw edges, and intimate atmosphere.
Dine Notes: 555 artisanal beers—need we say more?  

Address: 1337 14th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20005

Metro: McPherson Square
Contact: (202) 567-2576 | www.birchandbarley.com

Bistro D’oc
...........................................................................$$
Design Notes: Warm, cozy, and un-designy—
and it’s usually quiet.
Dine Notes: French comfort food from the 
Languedoc region.

Address: 518 10th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20004

Metro: Metro Center
Contact: (202) 393-5444 | www.bistrodoc.com

BlackSalt
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design 
(private dining room by GrizForm Design Architects)
Design Notes: Recommended by AIA|DC members 
as “unpretentious.”  “Enter through the fish market.
Authentic atmosphere without trying too hard.”  This is
a great place for a special dinner.
Dine Notes: Great seafood.  Jeff Black has many
restaurants around DC, including Pearl Dive (see below). 

Address: 4883 MacArthur Boulevard, NW, 
Washington, DC 20007

Metro: You need a cab for this one—
but it’s worth it

Contact: (202) 342-9101 
www.blacksaltrestaurant.com

Blue Duck Tavern
.........................................................................$$$
Design Firm: tonychi and associates
Design Notes: “Modern, sleek, and elegant,” notes
an AIA|DC member.
Dine Notes: The food is simple but beautifully prepared.
The design complements the character of the cuisine. It is
sophisticated and innovative without sacrificing comfort. 

Address: 1201 24th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20037

Metro: Foggy Bottom
Contact: (202) 419-6755

www.blueducktavern.com

Bobby’s Burger Palace
.............................................................................$
Design Notes: Clever and colorful update of diner
design with curvy counters and communal tables.
Dine Notes: Bobby Flay knows his way around a
burger!  AIA|DC’s executive director recommends the
Dallas Burger.

Address: 2121 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037
Metro: Foggy Bottom
Contact: (202) 974-6260

www.bobbysburgerpalace.com
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Bibiana
....................................................................$$ 
Architecture Firm: Barr Architects 
Design Notes: Featured in the fall 2011 issue of
ArchitectureDC.  Sleek Bibiana is appointed with dark
wood, layers of art glass, black leather, and lighting
accents.
Dine Notes: Sophisticated Italian cuisine 

Address: 1100 New York Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20005

Metro: Metro Center
Contact: (202) 216-9550 | www.bibianadc.com

Photo © Greg Powers
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Brasserie Beck
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design
Design Notes: Contemporary Belgian brasserie with
an exhibition kitchen.  “Does a great job of creating an
elegant informal décor [with] various glass walls and
video screens showing the kitchen operation.  They also
make you more involved in the process of preparing and
serving the food.  It’s almost like going over to your
(Belgian) friend’s house for dinner.” “The staff really
understands their beer pairings.”
Dine Notes: Great Belgian food; always well reviewed.

Address: 1101 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005
Metro: Metro Center
Contact: (202) 408-1717 | www.beckdc.com

C

Central Michel Richard
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: Group Goetz Architects
Design Notes: If you can’t afford Michel Richard’s
Citronelle in Georgetown, you can still enjoy the chef’s
genius at this less expensive (and better designed) 
alternative.  One member notes, “It feels like an authentic
(loud) bistro in Europe.”
Dine Notes: Simple, stellar menu starring mussels 
and loup de mer.

Address: 1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
Washington DC 20004

Metro: Federal Triangle
Contact: (202) 626-0015

www.centralmichelrichard.com

Charlie Palmer Steak
.........................................................................$$$
Design Firm: Projects Design Associates
Design Notes: The ultimate power restaurant.
Celebrate your Fellowship here in full view of the
Capitol.  AIA|DC members recommend the elevated bar.
Dine Notes: Big, bold, American food; featuring 3500
bottles of exclusively American wine.

Address: 101 Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20001

Metro: Union Station
Contact: (202) 547-8100 | www.charliepalmer.com

CityZen
.......................................................................$$$$
Architecture Firm: tonychi and associates
Design Notes: Elegant but not overstated.
Dine Notes: “Most luxurious potato salad in the city.”
Inventive menu for both meat lovers and vegetarians.

Address: 1330 Maryland Avenue, SW, 
Washington, DC 20024

Metro: Federal Center SW 
(with a bit of a walk—might be easier to cab it)

Contact: (202) 787-6006
www.mandarinorientalhotel.com/
washington/dining/cityzen

Co Co. Sala
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Collective Architecture
Design Notes: Chocolate as program: “Dramatic
wave walls emulate flowing chocolate while defining
intimate seating areas.”  Makes good use of textures
and rich colors.
Dine Notes: Chocolate in every possible form—and
that’s even before dessert!  Great place for a celebration.

Address: 929 F Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20004 
(very close to convention center)

Metro: Metro Center
Contact: (202) 347-4265 | www.cocosala.com
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Within in walking
distance of the
Convention Center

Bibiana
Graffiato
Jaleo
Mandu
Nando’s Peri-Peri
Oya
Oyamel
Pitango
Poste
Proof
Rasika
Red Velvet Cupcakery
Rosa Mexicano
Sei
Taylor Gourmet
Zola

Cava Mezze Grill
.......................................................................$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design
Awards: 2011 AIA|DC Merit Award in Interior
Architecture
Design Notes: Designed with modern
Meditteranean ideas in mind.
Dine Notes: Well known for its modern Greek
menu of small mezze plates.

Address: 4832 Bethesda Avenue, 
Bethesda, MD 20814

Metro: Bethesda 
Contact: (301) 656-1772 | www.cavagrill.com

Photo © Michael Moran
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Comet Ping Pong
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design 
Awards: 2007 AIA|DC Merit Award in Interior Architecture
Design Notes: “Fun reuse of existing space and
implementation of the ping pong theme throughout.”
Dine Notes: Comet Ping Pong concentrates on serving
the best wood-fired pizza in the District.

Address: 5037 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008

Metro: Friendship Heights—
plus a rather long walk or cab ride

Contact: (202) 364-0404 | www.cometpingpong.com

Cork Wine Bar
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Gronning Architects
Design Notes: Enjoy great wine and simple food in a
humble and warm environment.  
Dine Notes: Cork offers at least 50 wines by the glass
and 160 bottles from small producers around the world;
pair any of these with some good, simple, local food
that is served.

Address: 1720 14th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20009

Metro: U Street
Contact: (202) 265-2675 | www.corkdc.com

D

Dino
...........................................................................$$
Design Notes: Lots of windows for people-watching
in this busy corner of Cleveland Park.
Dine Notes: Specializing in local ingredients along
with reasonably priced, really good wines. Frequent food
and wine specials.

Address: 3435 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008

Metro: Cleveland Park
Contact: (202) 686-2966 | www.dino-dc.com

Domku
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: Brie Husted Architect; 
Designer:  Kera Carpenter
Design Notes: “Repurposed storefront with exposed
brick and great windows to sit in.”
Dine Notes: An electric mix of Slavic and
Scandinavian food. 

Address: 821 Upshur Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20011

Metro: Georgia Avenue-Petworth
Contact: (202) 722-7475 | www.domkucafe.com

F

Fiola
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: GrizForm Design Architects
Design Notes: Balances rustic and luxurious elements.
Dine Notes: An upscale trattoria using fresh ingredients
for its daily-changing Italian lunch and dinner menus.
Extensive wine list.

Address: 601 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20004

Metro: Archives-Navy Memorial-Penn Quarter
Contact: (202) 628-2888 | www.fioladc.com

Founding Farmers
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design
Design Notes: “Sustainability is carried through as 
a theme from design to cuisine.  Material choices 
are creative.”
Dine Notes: First restaurant in DC with farm-to-table
concept.  Cozy, friendly environment that serves American,
breakfast/brunch food with a wide selection of wines.

Address: 1924 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20006

Metro: Farragut West
Contact: (202) 822-8783

www.wearefoundingfarmers.com

G

Graffiato
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: DMS/Perla
Design Notes: The two-story layout features an open
ham bar on the second floor and a large wood oven tucked
behind a U-shaped counter with 15 bar stools on the
first floor.  Both stations encourage dialogue between
the guests and chefs.  Media-savvy chef Mike Isabella
appeared on Top Chef and in AIA|DC’s convention video!
Dine Notes: Italian, using seasonal produce and locally
cured hams and hand-rolled pastas.

Address: 707 6th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001
Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 289-3600 / http://graffiatodc.com

Granville Moore’s
...........................................................................$$
Design Notes: Recommended by AIA|DC members.
“Honors the neighborhood on the exterior; has not been
yuppified.”
Dine Notes: “Offers very inventive, incredibly delicious
Belgian food at reasonable prices served on worn plank
tables.”

Address: 1238 H Street, NE, Washington, DC 20002
Metro: Union Station, then X2 bus or cab
Contact: (202) 399-2546 | www.granvillemoores.com

H

H Street Country Club
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Brie Husted Architect
Design Notes: A great place for work and family
events, and the only indoor miniature golf course in DC.
Dine Notes: Enjoy a renowned dinner and cocktail
menu with classic dishes from Mexico and award-
winning margaritas.

Address: 1335 H Street, NE, Washington, DC 20002
Metro: Union Station, then catch the X2 bus or cab
Contact: (202) 399-4722

www.hstreetcountryclub.com

Hello Cupcake
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: Bonstra | Haresign Architects
Awards: 2009 AIA|DC Award for Excellence in 
Interior Architecture
Design Notes: Consume your sugary treats in a 
comfortable, colorful, and intelligently designed space.
The owner and reigning cupcake genius is Penny Karas,
wife of Bill Bonstra, FAIA.
Dine Notes: Over 50 flavors ranging from the simple
to the sublime.  AIA|DC staff recommends the “You
Tart!” and “Peanut Butter Blossom.”

Address: 1351 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036 
(additional location on Capitol Hill)

Metro: Dupont Circle
Contact: (202) 861-2253

www.hellocupcakeonline.com

J

Jackie’s Restaurant
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design
Awards: 2006 AIA|DC Merit Award in Interior Architecture
Design Notes: Perhaps best described as ‘60s industrial
chic, the former warehouse features a dramatic interior
with 20-foot ceilings; exposed brick walls, roof rafters and
building elements; and handcrafted steelwork throughout.
Dine Notes: Jackie’s signature has been to serve
seasonal American cuisine with a distinctive flair—
always fine yet always fun—serious food at comfort
food prices. Vegetarian courses.

Address: 8081 Georgia Avenue (enter on Sligo 
Avenue), Silver Spring, MD 20910

Metro: Silver Spring; half-mile walk from the station
Contact: (301) 565-9700 

www.jackiesrestaurant.com

Jaleo
...........................................................................$$
Architect/designer: Juli Capella
Design Notes: In an old Kresge’s store front—part of
the Lansburgh, a 1990s project by Graham Gund.
Dine Notes: Tapas could only be better if you were in
Barcelona.  This is the flagship of José Andrés’ small
empire in the neighborhood; Oyamel and Zaytinya are
also his.

Address: 480 7th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004
Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 628-7949 / www.jaleo.com

K

Kafe Leopold
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Travis Price Architects
Design Notes: Located in Georgetown’s Cady’s Alley,
design central for stores like Alessi, Contemporaria, and
Boffi.  Cady’s Alley (a National urban design award winner)
was designed by Martinez + Johnson Architects and
includes projects by McInturff Architects and, of course,
Travis Price.  If you are hungry for modern architecture,
this is your place. “Spare, bright, good interior/
exterior connection.”
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Dine notes: Wonderful pastries and coffee and a
fantastic place for lunch or brunch—if you can find 
a seat!  

Address: 3315 Cady’s Alley, NW, Washington, DC
20007 ( one block below M Street, off 33rd Street)
Metro: Rosslyn (you’ll be walking back across the Key
Bridge, which is a lovely walk) or hop on the Circulator
bus just outside the the convention center—it will take
you as far as Wisconsin Avenue.  You’ll need to walk a
couple of blocks west from there.
Contact: (202) 965-6005 / www.kafeleopolds.com

 Komi
.......................................................................$$$$
Design Notes: It isn’t about the design—it’s about
the food.  If you are a foodie, this is your place.
Reservations are an absolute must.  
Dine Notes: The chef is completely brilliant.  Komi
serves a set multi-course dinner for $135 per person.
There are no printed menus.  Multiple recommendations
by AIA|DC members.  Caution: If you are vegetarian, 
go elsewhere.

Address: 1509 17th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036

Metro: Dupont Circle
Contact: (202) 332-9200 | www.komirestaurant.com

L

Lauriol Plaza
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Singletary Rueda Architects
Awards: 2002 AIA|DC Catalyst Award
Design Notes: One AIA|DC member commends the
great open space of the main dining room.  This is an
extremely popular restaurant that the owners have 
continued to add to without benefit of a designer.  If you
can overlook the plastic-encased upper floor, you’ll see
how this restaurant helped breathe life into this part of
Dupont Circle.
Dine Notes: Great Latin American food at 
reasonable prices. 

Address: 1835 18th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20009

Metro: Dupont Circle
Contact: (202) 387-0035 | www.lauriolplaza.com

Lincoln
...........................................................................$$
Designer: Maggie O’Neill
Design Notes: Designed by a local artist.  One AIA|DC
member notes its whimsical approach to a contemporary
but comfortable atmosphere.  “Very cool use of unusual
building materials: pennies, mason jars, and wood slabs.”
“Very thoughtful design and attention to detail while
maintaining an overall theme; excellent lighting design.” 
Dine Notes: The American menu served at Lincoln 
is simple, not fussy, and elemental in style, flavor, 
and presentation.

Address: 1110 Vermont Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20005

Metro: McPherson Square
Contact: (202) 386-9200

www.lincolnrestaurant-dc.com

M

Mad Hatter
.............................................................................$
Design Notes: Really clever adaptation of an older 
DC building.  “Nice ceiling.”
Dine Notes: Why has this part of Connecticut Avenue
become such an important mecca for hamburger lovers?
Try the Mad Hatter for a great burger or brunch with 
all-you-can-drink champagne.  Shake Shack, Orange and
Black, and BGR The Burger Joint are also nearby for a
quick bite. 

Address: 1319 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036

Metro: Dupont Circle
Contact: (202) 833-1495 | www.madhatterdc.com

Mie and Yu
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design
Design Notes: “Sort of a Disneyland of interior design
but with lots of seating options—communal tables, 
private rooms, tented booths…”
Dine Notes: American food infused with the Asian 
silk road.

Address: 3125 M Street, NW, 
Washington DC 20007
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A Special Dinner

701
Blue Duck Tavern
Charlie Palmer Steak
CityZen
Fiola
Komi
Rasika
Taberna del Alabardero
Zaytinya
Zola

By Architect
Adamstein & Demetriou
• Oyamel
• Poste Moderne Brasserie
• Raku
• Zaytinya
• Zengo
• Zola

Barnes Vanze Architects
• 2 Amys

Barr Architects
• 701
• Bibiana
• Rasika

Mandu
.....................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: GrizForm Design Architects
Design Notes: A wall of handmade, oak “memory
boxes” and brightly painted wooden ducks.
Colorful but balanced.
Dine Notes: A spin on fusion Korean food, 
specializing in mandu (dumplings).

Address: 453 K Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20001 
(additional location near Dupont Circle on 

18th near S Street, but not architect-designed)

Metro: Mount Vernon Square 7th Street-
Convention Center

Contact: (202) 289-6899 | www.mandudc.com

Photo © Paul Burk Photography
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Mie and Yu cont.
Metro: Take the Circulator Bus from the convention

center to Georgetown.  Disembark at 
Wisconsin Avenue

Contact: (202) 333-6122 | www.mienyu.com

Mio
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: Grupo7 Architecture and Interiors
Design Notes: AIA|DC member-recommended for its
natural/modern mix.
Dine Notes: Affectionately called the Embassy of Latin
America in DC, since 2007 Mio has captured the hearts
and palates of DC’s most influential Latin Americans
with a convivial table and open-kitchen culture.  

Address: 1110 Vermont Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20005

Metro: McPherson Square
Contact: (202) 955-0075 | www.miorestaurant.com

N

Nando’s Peri-Peri
.............................................................................$
Design Notes: The interior of Nando’s gives a welcoming
and semi-rustic feel, with lots of wood integrated into
the décor.  Recommended by several AIA|DC members.
Dine Notes: Nando’s started in South Africa, serving
Portuguese-style flame-grilled chicken.  Today, they hold
that tradition and have spiced the DC area with their
unique recipes.

Address: 819 7th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001
(really close to the convention center!) and other locations
around the city
Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 898-1225 / www.nandosperiperi.com

O

Open City
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: Stravropoulos Associates Architects
Design Notes: “You know you are in a diner for the
21st century.  Open City is owned by the son of the
architect, as are Tryst Coffee House and The Diner, both
in Adams Morgan.  Open City and The Diner are brunch
hot spots (go early!).  Design is simple, honoring the
bones of the early 20th-century retail spaces they inhabit.
Tin ceilings, lots of windows.
Dine Notes: Traditional brunch menu—simple food,
always good.  

Address: 2331 Calvert Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008

Metro: Woodley Park-Zoo
Contact: (202) 332-2331 | www.opencitydc.com

Oya Restaurant Lounge
.........................................................................$$$
Designers: Errol Lawrence and Nancy Koide
Design Notes: Simple, clean, and modern—Martha
Stewart recommends!  This restaurant is often noted in
the Washington Post’s “Hey, isn’t that…” celebrity column.
Dine Notes: Asian-French fusion.

Address: 777 9th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001
Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 393-1400 / www.oyadc.com

Oyamel
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Adamstein & Demetriou
Design Notes: Colorful and comfortable, but really it’s
the food that is the star.
Dine Notes: Authentic Mexican Food.  AIA|DC foodies
recommend the ceviche and the tacos. Another in the
José Andrés empire.

Address: 401 7th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004
Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 628-1005 / www.oyamel.com

P

Palena + Palena Café
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Gronning Architects
Design Notes: The café is in a converted grocery store.
Dine Notes: Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema
says, “Whenever I get homesick for San Francisco, where
I once roosted, I head to the cafe at Palena.  If there’s
one restaurant in Washington that comes close to the
California ideal—profound freshness and easy elegance—
it’s this golden-lighted Cleveland Park creation of former
White House chef Frank Ruta.”

Address: 3529 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008

Metro: Cleveland Park
Contact: (202) 537-9250

www.palenarestaurant.com

Paul
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: cox graae + spack architects
(Georgetown only)
Design Notes: French country kitchen; Paul is actually
a bakery chain from Belgium.
Dine Notes: Fresh bread makes exceptional sandwiches.
A wonderful quick meal.

Address: 801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20001

Metro: Archives-Navy Memorial-Penn Quarter
Contact: 202-524-4500 | www.paul-usa.com

Pitango
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: Cho Benn Holback + Associates
Design Notes: Featured in ArchitectureDC magazine.
Dine Notes:  Real ingredients, incredible gelato. 

Address: 413 7th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20004 (practically next 
door to the District Architecture Center); 
other locations at 660 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, SE, and 1451 P Street, NW 

Metro: Archives-Navy Memorial-Penn Quarter
Contact: (202) 885-9607 | www.pitangogelato.com

Policy
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design
Design Notes: Chandeliers and graffiti combine to
create “two levels of charm” with an upscale diner vibe.
Dine Notes: Policy has taken American cuisine and
infused it with global flavors putting a unique spin on
their dishes.

Address: 1904 14th Street, NW,
Washington DC 20009

Metro: U Street
Contact: (202) 387-7654 | www.policydc.com
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Pearl Dive Oyster Palace
.....................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design
Design Notes: Use of reclaimed materials and an
“awesome” entryway, featuring a huge, swing-out 
picture window.
Dine Notes: Oysters and other seafood; the latest
veture of Jeff Black (Black Salt) who knows a thing
or two about preparing fish.

Address: 1612 14th Street, NW,
Washington DC 20009

Metro: U Street
Contact: 202-319-8777 | www.pearldivedc.com

Photo by Ronald Ngiam
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Poste Moderne Brasserie
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: Adamstein & Demetriou
Awards: 2002 AIA|DC Merit Award in Architecture;
2002 AIA|DC Catalyst Award.
Design Notes: Occupying the former mail-sorting
room of the old General Post Office by Robert Mills
(who also designed the Treasury Building and the Patent
Office, now the Reynolds Center) and a new, glassy
pavilion in the courtyard, Poste has become a leader in
sustainable and eco-friendly practices.
Dine Notes: Poste’s chef is credited with creating
American breakfast, brunch, lunch, dinner and garden
menus that exemplify a return to the simple pleasures of
dining while honoring the sources of this bounty.  (We hear
great things about the croque madame and the cornflake-
crusted French toast—perfect for Sunday morning after
the convention before you head out to the airport.)

Address: 555 8th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20001

Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 783-6060 | www.postebrasserie.com

Proof
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: GrizForm Design Architects
Design Notes: Proof is a Penn Quarter dining destination
that exudes both contemporary chic and rustic warmth.
AIA|DC staff recommends checking out the bathrooms.  
Dine Notes: Proof’s menu provides an eclectic selection
of creative modern cuisine, with a wine list that contains
over 40 by-the-glass selections and 1,000 different
bottlings.  “Great place to have a bit of wine, a bit of
food, and not break the bank.  Affordable grazing…”

Address: 775 G Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001 
(very close to the convention center)

Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 737-7663 | www.proofdc.com

R

Raku
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Adamstein & Demetriou
Awards: 1997 AIA|DC Merit Award in Interior
Architecture
Design Notes: An Asian diner designed to evoke
Asian street food markets.
Dine Notes: Consistently good sushi and other
Japanese fare with a very friendly staff.  “Some of the best
Asian fusion dishes, with amazing sushi.  The dumplings
and ginger chicken are among the best out there.”  
Address: 1900 Q Street, NW, Washington DC 20009
Metro: Dupont Circle
Contact: 202-265-7253 |
www.rakuasiandining.com

Rasika
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Barr Architects
Design Notes: A modern interpretation of India, with
warm orange and red tones and unusual applications of
wood and stone.
Dine Notes: Rasika is a modern Indian restaurant that
takes its inspiration from an age-old approach to dining.
This approach allows you to choose a variety of appetizers

and entrees to share with your dining companions.
Highly recommended by AIA|DC Members—reservations
are difficult to come by.  

Address: 633 D Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004
(close to District Architecture Center)
Metro: Archives-Navy Memorial-Penn Quarter
Contact: (202) 637-1222 / www.rasikarestaurant.com 

Red Velvet Cupcakery
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: KUBE Architecture
Design Notes: A modern space that showcases some
of DC’s best cupcakes.
Dine Notes: Red Velvet cupcakes seduce you from the
first bite to the last crumb.

Address: 501 7th Street, NW, Washington DC
20004 (two blocks from the convention center)
Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 347-7895

www.redvelvetcupcakery.com

Redwood
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: GrizForm Design Architects
Awards: 2008 AIA|DC Merit Award in Interior
Architecture
Design Notes: Inspired by Ansel Adams’s photographs
of California, the restaurant evokes “a walk in the woods.”
Dine Notes: Showcases a seasonal menu featuring
the best mid-Atlantic ingredients available and wines
from all over the world.

Address: 7121 Bethesda Avenue, 
Bethesda, MD 20814

Metro: Bethesda 
Contact: (301) 656-5515

www.redwoodbethesda.com

Ripple
...........................................................................$$
Design Notes: Clever and colorful, but lets the food
and the wine be the real focus.
Dine Notes: Ripple offers a complete dining experience,
with a focus on sustainability and organic and locally-
acquired produce.  One of the best wine lists in the city.
Recommended by several AIA|DC members.  One says,
“It’s all about the wine.  Having said this, the food is
fantastic and reasonably priced for an architect’s budget.”
“Food within reach.”  “If you can walk past the cheese
and charcuterie table without being elated, the unpre-
tentious yet sophisticated menu will make you smile.”

Address: 3417 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008

Metro: Cleveland Park
Contact: (202) 244-7995 | www.rippledc.com

Rosa Mexicano
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Rockwell Group
Design Notes: It’s rich in texture and yet simple.  
Very soothing environment.
Dine Notes: Rosa Mexicano invites you to indulge
your senses in an oasis of bold Mexican flavors and
spirited fun.

Address: 575 7th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001
Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 783-5522 / www.rosamexicano.com
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S

SEI 
...........................................................................$$
Designers: Errol Lawrence and Nancy Koide
Design Notes: High-end sushi bar; lots of gold and white.
Dine Notes: Penn Quarter’s sushi lounge offers a variety
of Japanese cuisine and 52 different sakes.  A favorite of
the First Lady.

Address: 444 7th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20004

Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 783-7007 | www.seirestaurant.com/

Smith Commons
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: James Phillips
Design Notes: The well-honed interiors, seasonal
outdoor patios, regular exciting events, and eclectic
music welcome Smiths of any name, and friends nightly.
Dine Notes: With an international menu of approachable
cuisine, and an array of craft beers, wines, and cocktails
at three bars, Smith Commons offers something for
every palate.

Address: 1245 H Street, NE,Washington, DC 20002
Metro: Union Station, then take X2 bus or cab
Contact: (202) 396-0038

www.smithcommonsdc.com

Sonoma Restaurant Wine Bar
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: GrizForm Design Architects
Design Notes: “Small but warm and carefully
designed.  The interior’s exposed brick and lounge seating
and intimate lighting make for a relaxing setting.”
Dine Notes: Sonoma’s mission is to highlight the mid-
Atlantic’s best naturally-raised and local ingredients and
pair the creations with the best American and Italian wines.

Address: 223 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, 
Washington, DC 20003

Metro: Capitol South
Contact: ( 202) 544-8088 | www.sonomadc.com

Sprinkles Cupcakes
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: Andrea Lenardin Madden
Design Notes: A very quaint, minimalistic space that
even has a private room upstairs for special events.
Recommended by AIA|DC members as a great place
for kids.
Dine Notes: Sprinkles has been known as the first
cupcakery in the world, debuting in Beverly Hills.  

Address: 3015 M Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20007

Metro: Georgetown in not on a Metro line but 
you can easily get there by using the red 
Circulator bus that runs right outside the 
convention center.  Hop on every 10 minutes.

Contact: (202) 450-1610 | www.sprinkles.com

Sweetgreen
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: CORE Architecture|Design
Awards: 2008 AIA|DC Presidential Citation in
Sustainable Design (Georgetown)
Design Notes: A simple and clean environment.

Dine Notes: A healthful, fast-casual oasis with a focus
on high-quality ingredients, serving mainly salads 
and yogurts.

Address: 1512 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036 
(multiple locations, check website)

Metro: Dupont Circle
Contact: (202) 387-9338 | www.sweetgreen.com

T

Tabard Inn
.........................................................................$$$
Design Notes: Bright restaurant in a funky old hotel.
“The lounge to the restaurant feels like an old library.
It’s very informal but formal enough.  It’s the perfect
place to go on a cold night for a warm drink.  Wonderful
garden seating in good weather.”
Dine Notes: Chef Paul Pelt’s ever-changing seasonal
dishes soar with culinary expression. Great for lunch 
or brunch. 

Address: 1739 N Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20036

Metro: Dupont Circle
Contact: (202) 331-8528 | www.tabardinn.com

Taberna del Alabedero
.........................................................................$$$
Design Notes: High-end Spanish—grandly formal.
Dine Notes: Incredible, inventive food and a great
wine list.  AIA staffers report this is a great place for
happy hour.

Address: 1776 I Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006
Metro: Farragut West
Contact: (202) 429-2200 | www.alabardero.com

Ted’s Bulletin
.............................................................................$
Architecture Firm: Streetsense
Design Notes: “I love the interior … old-time feel,
beautiful details, intimate, great food and always
bustling and fun.”
Dine Notes: Ted’s Bulletin is a real American classic
joint with a bit of style.

Address: 505 8th Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003
Metro: Eastern Market
Contact: (202) 544-8337 | www.tedsbulletin.com

U

Umi
...........................................................................$$
Design Notes: Modern sushi bar.  “Simple, well-
designed space.”
Dine Notes: Excellent fresh sushi and other Japanese
fare well presented.  

Address: 2625 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008 (upstairs)

Metro: Woodley Park-Zoo
Contact: (202) 332-3636

www.umijapanesecuisine.com

Y

Yosaku
...........................................................................$$
Design Notes: “Comfortable environment that I can
imagine could be found in any Japanese city.”
Dine Notes: Great range of flavors and menu choices.
Always fresh sushi.  Well presented.  Friendly service.
Folks from the Japanese Embassy eat here.

Address: 4712 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, DC
20016
Metro: Tenleytown
Contact: (202) 363-4453 | www.yosakusushi.com
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Taylor Gourmet
.......................................................................$

Architecture Firm: Grupo7 Architecture 
and Interiors
Design Notes: Rustic modern.  The owners include
a review from ArchitectureDC on their website!
Dine Notes: Taylor Gourmet is commited to serving
the finest hoagies and salads in the area. 

Address: 485 K Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20001 
(other locations on H Street and 14th 
Street)—not far from convention center

Metro: Mount Vernon Square 7th Street-
Convention Center

Contact: (202) 289-8001
www.taylorgourmet.com

Photo © José Tohá, Grupo7
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Zaytinya
...........................................................................$$
Architecture Firm: Adamstein & Demetriou
Awards: 2003 AIA|DC Award for Excellence in 
Interior Architecture
Design Notes: One of the most beautiful restaurants
in Washington.  “Bright, fresh, open—feels good even
when it’s raining outside.”  “It feels like you are in a
restaurant on the Mediterranean.”
Dine Notes: Under the direction of celebrated chef
José Andrés and his ThinkFoodGroup, Zaytinya offers an
innovative mezze menu inspired by Turkish, Greek, and
Lebanese cuisines.

Address: 701 9th Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20001 
(very close to the convention center)

Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown, 9th Street exit
Contact: (202) 638-0800 | www.zaytinya.com

Zengo
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: Adamstein & Demetriou
Design Notes: “Multiple types of eating experiences
from the bar, restaurant, private dining, and kitchen bar.
Plus I love the fun design features in the restrooms.”
Dine Notes: Artful blend of Latin and Asian styles 
and flavors.

Address: 781 7th Street, NW, Washington DC
20001
Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 393-2929 

www.richardsandoval.com/zendgodc

Zola
.........................................................................$$$
Architecture Firm: Adamstein & Demetriou
Awards: 2003 Merit Award in Interior Architecture
Design Notes: “Great use of materials and details,”
notes one member of AIA|DC.  Located adjacent to the
International Spy Museum, the restaurant incorporates
spy-themed artworks and witty allusions to espionage.
Dine Notes: A fresh, fine dining menu of American
and pub food.

Address: 800 F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004
Metro: Gallery Place-Chinatown
Contact: (202) 654-0999 | www.zoladc.com

By Architect cont.
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In the 1920s, U Street was roaring.  A social and cultural hub for
African Americans in largely segregated Washington, the street
was lined with restaurants and nightclubs that attracted the
world’s most talented jazz musicians and other performers.  Duke
Ellington, who grew up in the neighborhood, gave his first paid
performance in an auditorium in the True Reformer Building,
which still stands at 1200 U Street, NW.  Singer and actress Pearl
Bailey dubbed U Street, NW, the “Black Broadway,” a moniker
that captured the glamour and excitement of one of the city’s most
vibrant corridors.

Intersecting this stretch of U Street was another lively 
thoroughfare—14th Street, which at the time was Washington’s
“Automobile Row.”  Elegant car dealerships, boasting expansive
windows to show off their inventory to good effect, bracketed the
wide roadway.  Streetcars hummed along, carrying commuters and
shoppers to and from downtown, which was only a short ride away.

The fortunes of these two great commercial corridors changed
dramatically during the mid-20th century, however.  As entertainment
venues elsewhere in the city began to accommodate African
American patrons, venerable U Street establishments lost business.

60 HIP HOPPING

Hip, HoppingHip, Hopping
Historic Logan Circle 
and Shaw Neighborhoods 
Welcome New Architecture by G. Martin Moeller, Jr., Assoc. AIA

Photo © Debi Fox Photography

The Lacey Condominium, by Division1 Architects.
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The streetcars stopped running in 1962, robbing 14th Street of its
transit lifeline.  The greatest blow came in 1968, when uprisings
following the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., laid waste
to several commercial areas in Washington, including the 14th
and U corridors.

In the 1990s, after several decades of chronic disinvestment,
these areas once again began to attract new residents and businesses.
The contiguous—and rather amorphous—neighborhoods now
known as Logan Circle (with 14th Street as its spine) and Shaw
(with U Street as its primary commercial strip) are presently some
of the fastest-growing sectors of the city.  Often cited among the
“hippest” urban areas in the country, the Logan and Shaw

neighborhoods are notable for their phenomenally popular
restaurants, trendy nightclubs, innovative theaters, and abundance
of new architecture.  

The Tip of L’Enfant’s Plan
Just above U Street is a small, roughly triangular precinct that
formed the northern tip of Pierre Charles L’Enfant’s original plan for
Washington.  Isolated (in the relative terms of the 19th century) from
the center of the city, this neighborhood once housed a variety of
industrial uses and was gradually settled by African Americans of
modest means.  Today, it is one of the few areas in the District’s
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Photo by Sid Tabak

The Speck House, by Jeff Speck and Brie Husted.
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Courtesy of 
The Miller Hull Partnership

Second floor plan of the proposed mixed-use buildings at 
8th Street and Florida Avenue, NW, by The Miller Hull
Partnership in association with BKV Group.
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inner Northwest quadrant that does not lie within a designated
Historic District.  As such, in recent years, it has become a popular
place for residents who seek both convenient urban living and
adventurous architecture.  

Several of the most intriguing new buildings in this area
were designed by the architecture firm Division1. The firm’s
works include a boldly abstract, single-family row house at the
corner of 11th and W streets, NW, as well as the Lacey, a condo-
minium at 2250 11th Street, NW.  The Lacey is distinguished by
its layered main façade, with an irregular pattern of inset bal-
conies and glass panels in several shades of blue, and its dra-
matically articulated egress stair, which projects from the south
façade.  Some of the lower-level apartments facing the street
have separate staircases leading to individual entries, thereby
establishing a rhythm reminiscent of row houses.  The building
has a spacious atrium, which was conceived as a kind of internal
street encouraging interaction among residents.

Around the corner, at 990 Florida Avenue, is a private house
designed by urban planner Jeff Speck, AICP, Hon. ASLA,with
architect Brie Husted, that not only accepts but actively celebrates
the curious geometries that often result from L’Enfant’s intricate
city plan.  Built on an acutely angled, 500-square-foot lot, the
house is surprisingly roomy thanks to a cantilevered bay that
extends (legally) over what is technically public space (as do the
bays of many historic row houses throughout the city).  Balconies
on the opposite side provide visual balance and private outdoor
space.  Seen from the corner, the house evokes a ship with a sharp
prow and projecting superstructure.

Other noteworthy buildings in the area north of U Street
include the Floridian, at 929 Florida Avenue, NW, a condominium
consisting of a pair of fraternal twin towers with lively façades,

designed by Eric Colbert & Associates. One historic gem nearby
is the former Manhattan Laundry, at 1328 Florida Avenue, a witty
Art Moderne composition of glass block and metal panels.

A New Anchor for the U Street Corridor
At the point where Florida Avenue meets U Street, there are two
currently vacant sites, one on either side of 8th Street, NW, that are
slated for mixed-use development.  Designed by The Miller Hull
Partnership, based in Seattle, in association with BKV Group, the
project will serve as a much-needed anchor at the eastern end of
the U Street commercial corridor.  The development consists of
two distinct but complementary buildings, each with one leg 
following the angle of Florida Avenue and another adhering to
the orthogonal grid marked by 8th Street. 

As depicted in preliminary renderings, the still-evolving
design mediates between the commercial bustle of the avenue
and the relative calm of the adjacent residential streets.  The

Courtesy of 
The Miller Hull Partnership

Rendering of the Florida Avenue project, 
as seen from 9th Street, NW.

Courtesy of 
The Miller Hull Partnership

Rendering of the Florida Avenue project, 
as seen from Florida Avenue looking toward 
the intersection with 8th Street.
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wings facing Florida Avenue are sleek, glassy, and
dynamically composed, with several planes of bold color
accenting the predominantly dark metal façades.  The
side wings bear more regular fenestration patterns and 
pronounced setbacks at upper floors, while incorporating
masonry components that allude to the nearby row
houses. Courtyards separating the angled and straight
wings in both buildings align, creating visual connections
between the two structures.

Brian Court, AIA, LEED AP, an associate with
Miller Hull, said, “We really want the building to speak
to the arts culture [of the neighborhood],” he said, “and
accommodate 18-hour-a-day sidewalk activity on Florida

Avenue,” without disrupting the residential character of
the side streets.  He noted that working in a designated
DC Historic District has been challenging at times, but
that comments from the Historic Preservation Office “have
improved the design at virtually every step of the way.”  

The 14th Street Boom
While the U Street corridor has been benefiting from
numerous renovations of existing buildings and the 
occasional new project, 14th Street has been experiencing a
full-fledged real estate boom.  At least ten major mixed-use
projects are currently either under construction or in
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Courtesy of 
Eric Colbert & Associates

Rendering of 1525 14th Street by Eric Colbert & Associates, with the existing building at 1515 visible to the right.
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design development for sites on 14th Street, NW, between
N Street and Florida Avenue, in addition to numerous,
smaller renovations.  These projects will reinforce an
already thriving community of restaurants and retail
establishments such as the locally beloved Miss Pixie’s
Furnishings & Whatnot (a great place to find used 
furniture, artworks, and, well, whatnot) and Home Rule
(a compact but well stocked housewares store).  

Several of the major projects in the works were
designed by Eric Colbert & Associates. They include an
office and retail building at 1525 14th Street; a conversion
of an early 20th-century telephone switching facility at the
northwest corner of 14th and R streets into condominiums;
and two rental apartment buildings with ground-floor

retail, one at 1919 14th and one at the southwest corner
of 14th and U streets.

The planned building at 14th and U, to be called the
Louis, will yield 268 apartments and approximately 21,000
square feet of retail space.  To diminish the apparent scale
of the large project, the architects developed a broad but
coherent vocabulary of forms and materials, then varied
their composition to create a series of distinct yet visually
related blocks.  The northern wing of the building will be
partially cantilevered over the rear of an existing row of
small, historic structures along U Street, which will be
rehabilitated as part of the project.  The complex will
include a lavishly appointed roof deck, with several
intimate seating and dining areas, an outdoor video
wall, and a swimming pool. 

For the site at 1525 14th Street, Colbert’s firm has
designed an office and retail project that will fill in a
small parking lot and extend across the existing building
next door—a former automobile showroom that now
houses a restaurant, art galleries, and a dance studio.  The
façade of the new structure is a curtain wall punctuated
by light-colored metal panels and slender sunscreens.
Superimposed over a portion of the curtain wall is a five-
story, irregular grid of zinc panels, adding depth to the
façade and reducing the building’s apparent bulk.
According to Eric Colbert, AIA, the zinc grid also “sets
the glass back a little, providing more physical distance
between the street and the interior,” a move intended to
ensure that its commercial use will not seem out of place
in an area with few office buildings.  

In between these two Colbert projects, on the west
side of 14th Street between S and Swann streets, a new
apartment building called simply “The District” is now
under construction.  Designed by Shalom Baranes
Associates, the building will comprise 125 units plus
18,000 square feet of retail space.  The principal façade is
animated by a series of vertical bays projecting from a
brick wall with punched windows.  A more fully glazed
band stretches across the top and then down the northeast
corner of the façade.  At the southern end of the site, the
project incorporates a renovated, historic apartment
building, the roof of which will be a terrace including an
outdoor kitchen and bar.  
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Courtesy of Eric Colbert & AssociatesRendering of the roof deck at the Louis.

Courtesy of Eric Colbert & AssociatesRendering of the Louis, by Eric Colbert & Associates. Courtesy of Shalom Baranes Associates

Rendering of the District apartment building, 
by Shalom Baranes Associates.
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Also under construction in this area is the Aston condomini-
um, by Bonstra | Haresign Architects, at the southwest corner of
14th and R streets, which will be crowned by a broad, cantilevered
canopy on the 14th Street side.  Recently opened restaurants along
this stretch include the Pearl Dive Oyster Palace (see the Dine +
Design guide), with its huge, pivoting front window, and El Centro
D.F., a Mexican restaurant with a popular roof deck.  At least a
dozen additional restaurants are already in the works or being
proposed for nearby sites.

Uncommon Market
In the late 19th century, a series of robustly built public markets
dotted the city of Washington.  Of these, only three still exist:
Eastern Market, on Capitol Hill, which is still going strong follow-
ing a disastrous fire and subsequent renovation; the Georgetown
Market, now occupied by a high-end, specialty food shop; and the
O Street Market, which is only partially extant.  Once a nexus of the
Shaw neighborhood but long abandoned, the structure partially
collapsed under heavy snow in 2003, leaving only two exterior
walls, which still convey the grandeur of the original building
despite their dilapidated state.  

Now, the O Street Market—or what remains of it—is about to
become the cornerstone of a major development including rental
apartments, a condominium, a hotel, senior housing, and a new
grocery store, part of which will occupy the reconstructed historic
market building.  Spanning from 7th to 9th streets and from O to P
streets—just one block north of the convention center—the complex
will create a completely new node of activity at a vital juncture
between the city’s central business district and one of its nearest
residential communities.
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Courtesy of 
Shalom Baranes Associates

Rendering of CityMarket at O, with the reconstructed, historic market building in the foreground, and senior housing at right.

Courtesy of 
Shalom Baranes Associates

Site plan of the CityMarket at O 
project, showing the restoration of 
8th Street through the center of the site
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Designed by Shalom Baranes Associates, the com-
plex will be thoroughly modern in its architectural
expression and amenities.  The various buildings will be
distinct from each other, however, thus avoiding the
monolithic character that deadened so many projects of
similar scale in the mid-to-late 20th century.  The portion of
8th Street that runs through the middle of the site, which
was closed decades ago to create a parking lot, will be
reopened to traffic.  

The O Street development and those on 14th Street
and Florida Avenue described above are emblematic of

much contemporary architecture in Washington.  They
are modern in spirit and execution yet deferential to the
surrounding historic fabric by virtue of their modest
scale, carefully manipulated massing, and sympathetic
materials.  Local architects and developers are hopeful
that the construction of so many ambitious, large-scale
projects in one neighborhood is also emblematic of
something else: a definitive sign that the recent global
recession is truly over.
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Courtesy of 
Shalom Baranes Associates

Rendering of the rental apartment building immediately to the west of the historic market.

Courtesy of 
Shalom Baranes Associates

Courtesy of 
Shalom Baranes Associates

Rendering of the hotel, as seen 
from 9th and O streets.

Rendering of rental apartment building
on the western side of 8th Street.
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