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Building your business with strength.

As an Industry Allied Partner of AIA Dallas since

2009, we value long-term client relationships

that are founded on our work of integrity and

excellence. We're here to help you piece

together the puzzles of doing business.

Our areas of practice include

Architect and engineer defense Contract drafting and review Corporate law and planning

Estate planning and probate Intellectual property Copyrights and trademarks _ Business litigation

Real estate litigation Environmental law Employment law

MILBY, PLLC

1909 Woodall Rodgers, Suite 500 Dallas, Texas 75201

Tel 214.220.1210 Fax 214.220.1218 www.milbyfirm.com
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OUR STORIED LIMESTONE

THRIVES PAST EIGHTY

HAVE TREASURED

TEXAS QUARRIES STONE

for memorable buildings, like

Mutual Deposit & Loan Company,

completed in 1930 by Hugo Kuehne

in Austin. Owners and weather may

change, but durable Texas Quarries

limestone retains its charm.

S INCE 1929, ARCHITECTS

‘Today, we cut stone directly from

the earth and shape it with digital

precision and subtle artisanry.

Our light energy use and central

‘Texas shipping are LEED friendly.

Rediscover Texas Quarries

limestone—the select material for

fresh, yet timeless, architecture.

From the earth,
fortheearth?
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Aative Transportation—

Navigating Mobility

Option

Bud Melton

Bud is a fifth generation

Texan and former bike

shop owner who has

pledged to leave the

planet more fun than

when he arrived. As vice

president of Bowman-

Melton Assodates Inc.,

founded by his wife,

Annie, Bud helps to

plan, fund, and create

environments conducive

to healthy, adive

lifestyles. He serves on

the boardsof the

Greater Dallas Planning

Coundi, the Deep Ellum

Foundation, and the

‘Texas Trees Foundation.

He is also a member of

the American Planning

Association, the

Association of Pedestrian

and Bicyde

Professionals, and other

organizations pursuing

active transportation and

recreation alternatives

throughout Texas. He

and Annie are enjoying

their 31st year of

marriage

PHOTO BY ANNIE MELTON

Getting Around Dallas:

Evolving Solutions to

Mobility Challenges

Linda Mastaglio

Linda has served as the

managing editor of

Columns magazine since

2006. She is also a

contributing editor of

SMPS' Marketer

magazine and has

written over 100 special

sections for Engineering

News Record and over

1,000 articles for

publications worldwide.

A strong believer in

living life zestfully. she

divides her time equally

between satisfying

professional projects

retreats in the woods of

East Texas, quality time

with family and friends.

and extensive national

and international travel

She foundedavirtual

public relations company

in 1996 which serves

AEC firms and

associations nationwide.

She also owns a small

publishing firm

PHOTO BY TARA CANTIERI

Mobility, Sprawl, and the

Futureof North Texas

James Adams, AIA RIBA

Passionate for dense

urban environments and

the people and places

that make them thrive,

James proudly walks to

work in the West End of

Dallas daily from his loft

in downtown. At

Corgan, he has worked

as an architect on a

multitude of office.

mixed-use, and

residential projects over

the past 10 years. An

aspiring writing always

looking for good stories,

he is the associate editor

cof content for Columns.

James has a zest for

traveling the world

which he hopes to instill

in his 6-year-old

daughter. Audrey.

PHOTOBY JAMES SCOTT
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By Lindsay Brisko, Assoc. AIA

development indudes

three unique sculptures as part of an

initiative to promote walkabilty by

beautifying the surrounding landscape.

The permanent installations installed

October 201| visually anchor the site

becoming landmarks within the

development by compressingspace to a

pedestrian scale. As landmarks they also

serveas fixed markers against the

variable backdropof the ever-

surrounding urbanity.

Thefirst of these installations is

nestled between the McKinney Avenue

trolley turntable and the DART Station

Titled Synchronicity of Color Receptors,

these two colorful glass cubesare the

work of artists Margo Sawyer: Only a

short distance away at the comer of the

McKinney Avenue and Blackburn Street

is Watertable, a |2-ton pieceof black

granite by sculptor Brad Goldberg. The

third installation, a work by Cliff Garten

titled Tower Ils visually present soaring

35 feet in the air. All three artistic pieces

have dynamic qualities, modulating light

and water, making them intriguing both

day and night.

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL CAGLE, ASSOC. AIA,

While these sculptures have a

distinct beauty as autonomous objects

upon first glance, a supplementary

appreciation is gained experiencing

them over time on a multitude of

occasions. In this way an insight unfolds

as the observer accumulates

experiences that are layered in the

minds eye. These gained perspectives

bring a new connotation, one pertaining

to human interaction with environment.

As the sculptures redefine the

surrounding space, they are no longer

just independent monuments

juxtaposed with the ever-changing

landscape, but are sewninto the fabric

ofthe site. Perhapsto the pedestrian

this becomes the greatest benefit: an

artwork so engrained with place that it

servesto trigger memories of the past

COLUMNS | www aiadslas. org
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Swimming pools, kitchens, gardens, fountains...al fresco visions that compliment indoor ones. Known

for innovative designs, exacting standards and the ability fo tackle complex construction challenges,

Bonick Landscaping is the go-to firm for DFW’s architects and builders. Our creativity and craftsmanship

are surpassed only by our desire to collaborate. Bonick is a reliable partner, and simply the best choice

as your landscaping partner. For more information, call 972.243.9673 today.
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issues currently being debated in pockets across

Dallas range from toll road expansions and |-30 growth to the

potential teardown of IH 345, "While there has been much

discussion and debate, little is being done to find a

comprehensive solution that factors in the economic, social, and

environmental impacts to the Dallas community," says Lisa

Lamkin, AIA, a principal with BRW Architects and the 2014

presidentof AIA Dallas.

In response to this perception, AIA Dallas partnered with the

Greater Dallas Planning Council to bring in local and national

transportation experts last Septemberto spend two days

exploring ideas, issues, and best practices. The program,

Choices for a 2st Century Dallas: Connecting People and

Opportunities, brought together a diverse audience and a wide

range of opinions. “This summit was a starting point to bring

disparate points of view togetherto help us work toward a

COLUMNS | www ainda. org u
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common goal of designing Dallas in a way that will make Dallas

stronger and of greater value to future generations," says AA

Dallas Executive Director Jan Blackmon, FAIA.

Akey presenter at the summit was Jeff Tumlin, who has

helped cities worldwide exploretheir transportation options. He

is also author of Sustainable Transportation: Tools for Creating

Healthy, Vibrant and Resilient Communities, a book critiqued in

this publication

Dallas’ Multiple Dilemmas

Tumlin contends that Dallas has unique issues, but faces many of

the same challenges as other cities and can lean from their

experiences and successful initiatives. He reminds us that "One

more traffic lane will not solve the congestion problem;

congestion isn't an infrastructure problem, it's an economic

problem.” This is underscored by research which affirms that the

difference between free-flow conditions and gridlock is about

10%. Therefore, if you reduce congestion by 10%, you remove

gridlock; but then the city grows and gridlock returns. "A 12-lane

gridlocked highway is actually moving less people than a

congested 2-lane street," Tumlin contends.

He further underscoresthe issue by pointing to Dallas’

‘north/south divide." Since many people live in South Dallas and

commuteto jobs in North Dallas, they spend all their expendable

time traveling to andfrom work. This means they have little or no

Ceres

datas North
Texans...

‘opportunity to cultivate family relationships, engage in continuing

education, or havetime for themselves. In addition, the

affordable housing on the south side is offset by the vastly more

expensive transportation costs involved in daily commutes.

What is the solution? Tumlinsays that if we make South

Dallasa great place to live, then employmentwill follow. He

envisions manyoptions there for specialized manufacturing and

for the growing onshoring /re-shoring opportunities.

Dallas’ Changing Demographics

Another area of particular considerationis the needs and

expectationsofmillennials and those who follow after them, a

generation currently referred to as “posts,” *homelanders” or

"Generation Z."

Both millennials and those who follow directly behind them

are swinging the pendulum back tosimplicity —even while

relying on a knowledge source that revolutionizes thinking like

never before. Still, they value simplicity and options. Tumlin

remindsus that the seductive powerof automobiles has

dissipated in post-baby boomers. They see a car as atool, not

an extensionof their personal identity.

They are more likely to bike to work, take an Uber to a

client meeting, and ride the DART home.

Returningto his interest in South Dallas, Tumlin offers a best

practice scenario from the city of Fresno, CA, which used ARRA

COLUMNS | www ainda. org 13



funding to repave street. During the process, they reduced

striping and added bike lanes. This low-cost effort attracted

young people and created apositive spiral in local

entrepreneurism. “There are no silver bullets—just | 000 small

things that makea difference,” he said.

He alsopoints to San Frandsco’s success in fostering the ecology

of retail neighborhoods. He contends that “less than 20%of our

trips are for work: the majority involve things like grocery shopping,

visiting frends, going to the pharmacy, taking kids to events." He

says that when we put the needs of daily life within walking distance

we automatically increase neighborhood housing values.

The Pulse of Public Transportation

The logisticsof travel are influenced by many factors, not the

least of which is physical shape and size. As Tumlin’s Space

Needs graphic visually displays, a moving bus full of people only

requires about 75 square feet of space per person, where a

single passenger car moving at 60 miles per hour needs 5,000

square feet ofspace. Logically, public transportation has many

advantages, socially and economically, but wait times remain a

challenge in a society built on instant gratification.

This underscores the potential for a combination of services,

including synchronized busand transit systems. Tumlin cites the

Los Angeles bus system which he refers to as the "work horse”

of the city’spublic transportation system and a “huge contributor

to the city’s economic engine." There, busses run on two-

minuteschedules to be responsive to light rail arrivals and

departures. The vehicles (spacious and dean, by the way) are

linked to thecity's traffic signals and the signals respond by

adding or subtracting a signal length by a second or two in order

to keep busses on their schedules.

Houston's light rail has been a source of anger, a brunt of

jokes, and alife-taking system due to its lackof grade separation.

Still, Tumlin warns that Houston may outpace Dallas in bringing

its multimodal commuter options to a higher level in the near

future. To learn more, begin at www.tiny.cc/houston-plan and

also view a comprehensive PDF at www.tiny.cc/plan-complete.

In 2010, the American Association of State Highway

Transportation Officials (AASHT ©) released asignificant report

entitled, Transportation Reboot: Restarting America’s Most

Essential Operating System. In it, the authors affirm that

“significantly increasing transit service will be an important

component in ensuringaffordable transportation and access to

jobs and other services in communities all across America." The

document cites congestion and emission reductions and service

needs of a graying population as critical components of system

enhancement. However, they go on to say that "even massive

investments in transit capacity and a quadrupling of transit

ridership cannot substitute for additional increases in interstate

highway capacity needed to accommodate longer-distance

passenger and freight movementsand the through-tripsthat

continue to grow."

Defining a Dallas Solution

In thetime it’s taken you to read this article, another person has

moved to Texas. If we are going to care for the needs of an

exploding North Texas population, we must think with

intelligence and long-term perspective. Tumlin gives us a

structure worth considering:

1. Define your vision as a community

2. Determine how you will measure success

3. Define your capital projects and score each against your

objectives

4. Reveal to policy makers how current approaches might

not beserving the highest public and social good

5. Focus on outcomes

The summit, Choices for a 2/st Century Dallas: Connecting

People and Opportunities, was intended to “ignite continued

conversation toward comprehensive solutions,” says 2015 AIA

Dallas President Bob Bullis, AIA. m

LindaMastaglio is managing editor of Columns and ownerof TWEPR.

Join the conversation by responding to this article at

‘www.aiadallas.org/columns/mobilitysolutions.

Also, for a well-rounded exploration of the topic of transportation and

mobility challenges in Dallas, check out the background information

and extensivelist of published newsand opinion articles created by

AIADallas and the Greater Dallas Planning Council, organizers of

‘Transportation Summit 2014. www.aiadallas,org/columns/primer
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f |, You TALKTHEBUS;
‘You TALKTHEBIKE;/ | DO YOU RIDE THEBUS?

DO YOU RIDE YOUR BIKE?

‘YouTALKTHE TRAIN;
‘You TALK THE TROLLEY; DO YOU RIDE THE TRAIN??

DO YOU RIDE THE TROLLEY?

Our city is buzzing about transportation; debating what works and what doesn’t. To expand our knowledge, expertise,

and personal experience with alternative transportation, AIA Dallas presents No Car WEEK.

‘Want to be care free? Thengo car free! NoCarWzexallows you to go through onetofive daysof a workweek without

turning on your car. Discover how this lifestyle shift can awaken your creativity, sophistication, and commitment.

No Car WEEK
Sancrionep By AIA Datias

bua Yl = 20th, 2015

#carlessdfw
PARTICIPATEin No Car Weexby tweetingyour THE PRIZEis showing othercitieshow cooland

intentions @aiadallas and using the hashtag #carlessdfw. _ creative Dallasites can bel

SHARE your experiencesvia social media RULEOF TRANSPORTATION:use ofyour
(twitter, instagram, facebook). Tell your tales about personal automobile is prohibited! Allowed modes of

getting to work, attending social gatherings, cultural transportation include: walking (strolling, jogging,
events, and venues (that may require formal attire), skipping, sauntering, ambling), roller skating, skate

running errands (that may require carrying groceries boarding, or riding a bicycle, bus, trolley, or train.

or shopping bags) and anything else of interest in your

day-to-day life.

Concept by: Kevin Sloan, ASLA + David Zatopek, AIA

i



The venerable Stanley Marcus,

were healive today, would likely be asking this very question in a

sequel to his much-loved book on retailing principles by a similar

name. He commanded his managers to ‘lift the hood and check

for leaks’ before opening their stores each day. By Marcus

standards, when small aberrations were promptly addressed

sales went well—and events came off with few, if any, glitches

Today, Dr. Gail Thomasof the Trinity Trust and founder of

the Dallas Institute of Humanities and Culture asks us again what

the Dallasthat's surrounding Stanley's stores wants to be

But how do we navigatethe challenges confronting Dr. Thomas

and the rest of us? And how do we accomplish the small creative

improvementsthat make huge differences in people's lives?

In 2014, AIA Dallas and the Greater Dallas Planning Counci

SPRING 2015

PHOTOS BY ROBERT GUERRA,

Choices for a 2/st

s. It focused

(GDPC) organized a two-day event

Century Dallas: Connecting People and Opport

on the long-range future for Dallas and the surrounding region

This summit featured a variety of perspectives and explored

what investments may be needed to achieve the greatness we

collectively envision. AIADallas and GDPC expressed concern

that the conversations seen in the press focus on isolated

projects and that the solutions to specific traffic needs are not

comprehensive enough. The summit explored ways traffic

infrastructure decisions impact the social, economic, and

environmental future of Dallas and North Texas.

Transportation planning —in the context of both internal and

external costs and benefits—can run a similar qualitative course

in shaping urban life for decades to come. It happens both



Opposite Page: 1. Transportation Summit personalitiesfor the discussion on

“Balanang Transportation and Development Opportunities’ induded Frank

Bliss, president, Cooper-+ Stebbins, Maria Loveland Schneider, president,

Sustainable Development Resources, MonteAnderson, president, Options

Real Estate andBrent jackson, president, Oaxaca Interests 2. Exploring

"Historical Context of Mobility and Decision Impact” were Jeffrey Tumiin,

prinaipal and director of strategy at Nelson Nygaard, Brent Brown, AIA,

regionally and citywide, and sometimes in just a single corridor.

The job of implementing transportation infrastructure can be

adversely affected by skipping over details, just as in a retail

operation. As Mr. Marcus would say, cheap or not well thought-

through is never the best approach

Summit keynote Jeff Tumlin of Nelson/Nygaard views

transportation as an investment decision that results in real estate

and social responses. A transportation system, he says, is

intended to support larger goals in addition to transportation.

Texas Department of Transportation's new state director of

metropolitan planningand former Dallas TXDOT district engineer,

Bill Hale, also sounded receptive to new ideas. So was Michael

Morris, directorof transportation programs for North Central

Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG), and his program

managers Karla Weaver and Tom Shelton. Together, they voiced

support for the more city-centered, urban kindof transformation

that's helping them succeed with their state transportation plan

and air quality models. They're the lead technicians in the

transformative projects currently coming forward,

The Next Gen panel, moderated by Scott Griggs, got a
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FRIENDS OF THE TRINITY STRAND TRAIL,

director, CityDesign Studio; and Keith Manoy, assistant director of public

works/transportation, City of Dallas 3. Keith Manoy, assstant director of

public works/transportation, City of Dallas 4. Discussing "Mobility Planning

for Next Gen ROM" were Scott Griggs, Dallas City Counal, Dad Marquis,

‘Texas Conservation Allianog RoddrickWest, HKS, and Christian

Yazdanpanah, director, The Commit! Partnership. BELOW: Trinity Strand

‘Trall Masterplan

boost when he said, “... A sign Dallas is maturing is that there's

more than one hot spot. City life is coming back.” Architect

Roddrick West of Oak Cliff, one Next Gen panelist, suggested

that IH-35 led to urban sprawl with the result being lossof tax

base, schools, and culture—as well as (city) life after 5:30 p.m.

“Today's generationwants to create density and make it easier to

be downtown" he said, warning that a Trinity Toll Road wasn't

appropriate for South Dallas. “The solutionisto fix the core.”

West said he loves Deep Ellum because it gets away from

Dallas stereotypes and is very accessible. He mentioned that the

recent move by Uplift Academy to Deep Ellum creates a node

for South Dallas education and urged the audience to count

education facilities as nodes of communities.

Next Gen panelist David Marquis worries about mobility

limitations. He believes that the lack of mobility choices remains

a social justice issue. “When people can live in Deep Ellum, it has

potential. It comes down to water, mobility, and housing. And

how do we fund all this?”

While the automobile remains the primary form of

transportation for most individuals, the need for safely

COLUMNS | www ainda. org 19
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BELOW: Winding 3.5 miles through inner-city Dallas, the Katy Trail was a

transformation of the old route of the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad,

better known asthe MKT or “the K-7." SWA Group Dallas carried out the

master plan and served as landscape architect

accommodating the mostbasic transportation modes, including

bike and pedestrian facilities, is only growing stronger.

So what principles apply, and how do we navigate the

processoffunding and implementing active transportation

infrastructure? How do innovative bikeway and pedestrian

facilities get properly built, managed, and maintained?

At the federal level, most gas taxes sent back to states can

fund walking and bicycling facilities. A cornerstone is that

agencies must give equal consideration to all modes, and include

public involvement from the earliest stages when planning for

transportation infrastructure projects.

Here in the North Texas region, progress toward these

principles began gradually shifting more than a decade ago. Morris

was given broadened responsibilities with the adoption of this

new congressional funding mechanism in what's now called MAP-

21: Moving Ahead for Progress in the 2|st Century. The bike and

pedestrian components arecalled the Transportation Alternatives

Program, which is also administered through NCTCOG.

Within North Central Texas, the region's long-range regional

transportation plan indudes a network of more than 1,600 miles of

hike/bike trails called the "Veloweb." This plan, part of the region's

overall mobility plan, is also updated every five years, and cities

within the region applyforfunding to build bikeway and pedestrian

infrastructure that's consistent with the long-range vision. (See

more at www.nctcog. org/trans/sustdev/bikeped/mtpactive/,)

Through a slow and methodical process, NCTCOG has

created an entire teamof active transportation planners who

managea sustainable development program that is succeeding at

leveraging public improvements with mixed-use developments in

Dallas and elsewhere around the region. Hi Line Drive in the

Dallas Design District connects the Trinity Strand Trail to DART

LRT and TRE stations east of IH35, thanksto this program.

Another example of progress in mobility alternatives is the

201 | Dallas Bike Plan, which identifies an on-street bikeway

network with connectionsto the park department's citywide trail

network. The goalis to eventually connect more than a

thousand bikeable miles throughout Dallas.

For the program to work, several principles need to be

considered:

* Busy routes benefit from separated facilities for people

who choose to ride bicycles.

* Safe accommodationsfor bicyclists and pedestrians is

integral to future roadway improvements.
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* Restripingof roadways should be routinely viewed as an

opportunity to enhance bicyclist safety.

* Contiguous sidewalks must be developed for pedestrian

safety and access

* Convenient, easy-to-follow bicycle and pedestrian routes

will spur transit and denser development.

* Atransit stop’s “catchment area’ is extended by up to nine

times furtherwhen bicyding is a viable option, and not

just walking

The summit revealed a need for more integration and

interconnectivity as guiding principlesfortransportation alternatives.

What ifa more grassroots planning effort emerges within area

professional organizations and among neighborhood leaders? What if

thought leaders reached out to motivate and teach younger

generations—as young architect West implores us to do? What ifthe

next generation of aty planners, architects, engineers, and

stakeholders choseto transform the Dallas ofthe future in a big way?

Today's workforce is lookingfor transportation options and

many would welcome opportunitiesto arrive at work on foot or

by bicycle. Numerous studies show that, in some areas, this

strategy can save families as much as $9,000 per year. The

average American household spends an estimated 16% of its

budget on transportation—more than oneither food or health

care. Low-incomefamilies spend as much as 55%of their

household budgets on transportation

Whatif the Dallas City Council pressed the cty manager and his

staff to expand creation of “complete streets’ and trails that connect

directly to DART stations? Conference attendees questioned why

we're not leveraging more mixed-use centers near inner ring DART

stations to becatalysts for creation of “complete streets.” And what.

if we construct bike and trail plans wherever neighborhoods or

districts asked for them? That then begs the question: Would

regional highway planners realize we actually don't need atoll road?

Ifthat were to occur, the river's free to run o ride!

Just ask any real estate professionals. They'll likely tell you

that bikeways, good sidewalks, and trails are more popular than

golf courses. Costly? Yes. Great return on investment? Just look

around at the neighborhoodsthat are near them. As Mr. Marcus

would say, cheap is never the best approach—to which I'd add

also true for active transportation infrastructure. These kinds

of improvements can be very worthwhile investments. m

Bud Melton is a vice president with Bowman-Melton Associates Inc.
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Profile | Bob Bullis, AIA

AARON OPSAL

BELOW: The AIA Dallas 2015

President, Bob Bullis

He’s been described as an ‘Architect's Architect” with architectural experience in design, project

management, consultation, academia, and most recently as the director of client relations with Rogers-

O'Brien Construction. Bob has been active in organizing events such as the AIA Dallas and Greater Dallas

Planning Council's Choices for a 2/st Century Dallas: Connecting People and Opportunities. This mobility

summit, held last fall, spotlighted urban issues of connectivity, transportation, mobility, and the far-reaching

impacts these issues currently have on Dallas and North Texas

First as president-elect in 2014 and

now AIA Dallas president for 2015, Bob

continues to focus his efforts on the

influence the chapter and its members

have on the local community, while

understanding the constraints and

challenges our city currentlyfaces. Also an

advocate for the younger generation of

architects and designers, Bob is a firm

believer in creating opportunities for

success among those eagerto learn and

stay connected in the profession. He sees

diversity, change, and forward-thinking

strategies as a win for AIA: The

combination of different viewpoints,

cultures, interests, and activities are the

unique elements that create connectivity

within the city.

We met up with Bobfor lunch on the
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heelsof the mobility summit to talk about

issues impacting both Dallas and the region.

You've served on the board of directors

for AIA Dallas for some time. What are

your immediate goals as president of

AIA Dallas?

AJA Dallas must be seen as relevant

organization and we must claim our seat

at the table, providing context to the

conversation and planning/design

expertise to our political leaders and the

greater community. This was the mission

of the recent mobility summit. There are

‘ongoing conversations in the news (such

as the ongoing highway debates), the

economic divide between North Dallas

and the southern sector, and the impact

‘our schools have on growth and

economic opportunity for our residents.

Organizationally, we need to keep an

‘open mind and, regardlessof how we

feel as individuals, we must try to

understand the opposing argument and

practice empathy in our listening, our

response, and our actions. As architects

we are trained to be big picture thinkers

and strategic planners. We have the ability

to define darity ofvision and to effectively

communicate this vision to the public. |

am certain our members and our chapter

leadership will riseto the occasion

How aan AIA Dallas continue to expand

its presence in the community and stay

relevant on current issues like mobility,

transportation, and public

infrastructure in North Texas?



Several years ago, AIA Dallas leadership

took an introspective look at our chapter,

soliciting feedback from membership on

the effectiveness of the organization. The

‘outcomeof this strategic planning exercise

is the implementation of programs that

focus on key areasof communication,

education, advocacy, and networks. The

AIA Dallas Springboard website was

launched January 2014 under the

leadershipof 2014 President Lisa Lamkin,

AIA and past President Kirk Teske, AIA.

Through the website, we provide our

members with a voice and a platform to

engage the community, both AIA Dallas

and the larger community. In 2014 we re-

engaged our public policy committee and

took our seat at the table, becoming

advocates and championsfor building a

better Dallas. It is mybelief that our public

policy efforts should continue to be a

consistent and positive voice on

communitywide issues. From our home at

Dallas Center for Architecture (DCFA),

located in the heartof the Dallas central

business district, we are well positioned to

be a resource to politicians, community

builders, benefactors, and clients alike.

BELOW AND RIGHT: Inspired to create art since

college, Bob Bullis specializes in watercolors and

architectural renderings More of his work can

be viewed at www aiadallas org/columns/Bullis,

Speaking of current events, AIA Dallas

recently hosted a mobility summit here in

Dallas. You area big proponent of the

mobility issues and increasing the urban

fabric and walkability and connectivity of

our neighborhoods. What are some of

the topics covered and how do we stay

relevant in the discussion and discourse?

It has been said that the next four years

will change the faceof Dallas as we know

it. Dallas and Texas are leading the nation

in job and population growth and the

investments in our communities are

unparalleled. The highways and

development projects we build over the

next four years will be the communities of

‘our children’s children. The stakes are

high and we must lead the discussions and

ensure the development is responsible,

sustainable, and equitable.

Understandably, this good economy has

createda series of complexissues that we

must respond to, including the impacts of

transportation, education, economics, and

‘overall well-being of our communities. As

coneof our keynote speakers from the

mobility summit, Jeff Tumlin, pointed out,

we are on the “cusp”of becoming a true

U.S. destination city in termsof our

amenities, attractions, and public

infrastructure. We need to be very clear

about what our visions and goals for

Dallas entail and need to have significant

metrics and quantitative data to support

these decisions. Big picture: If we can

continuethe civility of our discussions and

are steadfast in focusing the conversation

‘on mobility and public infrastructure, we.

will hopefully get the details correct. m

Interview by Ezra Loh, Assoc. AIA, intern

with Corgan.
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