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NOCea a COLL
Cordillera Cuts Deeper Shadows to Complement Acme Brick

Cordillera once only meant parallel mountain ranges, and

Carrizo Springs described a small farming and ranching

‘town. Now, the legacy of Eagle Ford shale is a higher

profile city and high school, reflected in the pitched

edgesof Featherlite’s Cordillera Stone Masonry Units.

An expanded student population enjoys a spacious but

efficient two-story campus around a daylit centralstair and

cafeteria Cordillera walls and columns divide and enclose

the spaces, with contrasting walls of Acme Brick in four

regionally appropriate blends fromthree plants. Bright and

bold, these elements elevate the high school to symbolize

the region's successful transition in scale. Masonry

brings low maintenance, design flexibility, LEED regional

sourcing, and long-termlife cycle value

From the earth, for the earth?
apeerence leetieee uh eee yieetoseg
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Commitment...

from the ground up.

SCHMIDT & STACY@ Consulting Engineers, |nc. wouldlike thank

the AIA Dallas chapter

4 AlA Dallas ¢

Tr Tecagnizing and bestowing upon us the

sullant Award. We have proudly

develo and landiords providing creative, Thorough

engineering combined with an understanding qreat design

must be dalivered with reliable, responsive service. Our resumé

includes corporate/commerci office, healthcare, education,

spitality, multifamily, mixed-use, retail, mission critical chents

and industrial. Ne matter the sive, scop + of tha projact,

We Bpproac ry opportunity with the client's mission in mind

and will not stop until we solve the problem Bottom line, we are

commitiad 10 ous client and the de:

CONTACT: GaviA. Schmidt, FE.—cechmidiGschmisit-stacycom | Strider Steele, PE LEED", AP—ssieeluéechmidl-stacy.com

DALLAS | FORT WORTH | HOUSTOM | SAN ANTONIO | PHOENIX | MID-ATLANTIC
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Contributors

Jessie Zarazaga, RIBA

Embedded

Connection: Unique

Dallas Landscapes Link

Communities

Jessieis a landscape-

urbanist and architect.

‘Trained internationally,

she now lives and

practices in Dallas.

Working across the

boundaries of urbanism,

landscape mapping, and

public engagement. she

explores ways to

connect culture and

community to place

She teaches in support

of the sustainability and

development degree at

Southern Methodist

University, as well as

working in GIS mapping,

international consulting,

theater design and

research. Among her

other accomplishments,

she undertook a

Fulbright in Valparaiso,

Chile, to investigate

devices of landscape as

structures of urban

orders.

PHOTO BY TIZETA GETACHEW
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Kevin Sloan, ASLA,

Branch Water DFW

Kevin is a landscape

architect, writer, and

professor of

architedure. The work

ofhis private practice,

Kevin Sloan Studio, has

been published,

exhibited, and awarded

nationally and

internationally, He is a

2001 Harvard Loeb

Fellow Finalist. He has

taught architecture and

urban design in

Florence. Italy, and

currently as a professor

in practiceat the

University of Texas-

Arlington School of

Architecture. He also

serves on the Columns

Advisory Board.

Formerly, Kevin was the

Big Eight Conference

long jump champion and

a qualifier for the 1980

Olympic Trials

PHOTO BY KEVIN SLOAN
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Nicholas McWhirter, AIA,

and Anna Procter

Invisible Forest

Afifth-generation Texan,

born and raised in

Dallas, Nick is an

assodate at Stocker

Hoesterey Montenegro

Architects (SHM). His

specialties include

visualization and

photography. Nick is

interested in early

dlassical music,

contemporary art, and

banh mi sandwiches

Additionally, he serves as

assodate editor of

design for Columns.

Nick lives in Lake

Highlands with his wife

and two sons.

Born and raised in East

Dallas, Anna is the

directorof business

development for AGBE

Structural Engenuity. She

has been in the industry

for 10 years anda

memberof the Columns

‘Communications

Committee since 2013.

Anna is enthusiastic

about lively banter, the

outdoors. and exploring

our fine city.

NICK'S PHOTO BY ANDREW ADKISON,

ANNA'S PHOTO BY HAL SAMPLES
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Cover: An aerial view of Dallas shows how the Great Tr

Forest complements the city’s built environment.

Departments

President's Message | The

Over/Under on the Trinity Park 9

By Bob Bullis, ALA

Editor's Note | A Space of

Opportunity I!

By Chris Grossnicklaus, Assoc. AIA

Public Arts | Equine Rhythm 12

Off in the horizon of the Trinity River corridor

stands a shapely horse in perpetual motion.

Profile | Lucilo Pea 24

His influences easily fit in the category of

“Dallas and Beyond.”

Scene [New addition!] 26

Columns captures the smiles when the

architectural community comes together for

fun and good causes.

Profile | Diane Collier, AIA 28

Serving the local landscape architecture

community is only a part of her journey.

LANDSCAPE

YY

Photo by Alex MacLean.

Lost & Found Dallas 30

Old City Park has evolved into a heritage village

where early Dallas buildings go to be admired.

Critique 32

Alvar Aalto: Second Nature

Detail Matters 34

Meticulous restoration brings back the

centerpiece of Kiest Park.

Web Exclusives 38

Learn more about the topics and trends

highlighted in this issue.

Naturally North Texas 39

Experts share their knowledge of design and

materials in Columns’ special landscape

architecture section.

Index to Advertisers 56

Support the firms that support Columns.

READ COLUMNSONLINE VIEW THE WEB VERSION AT aiadallas org/v/columns-magazine,

SUBSCRIBE AT issuu.coryAlADallas FOR A FLIPBOOK VERSION, OR OPT FOR AN ISSUU

IPHONE OR ANDROID APPLICATION TO READ COLUMNSON YOUR PHONE.

CRAIG BLACKMON, FAIA

COLUMNS | www aiadslas. org



MAKE GREAT GLASS REATER WITH DIGITALDISTINCTIONS

VIRACON
OLASS 1s EVERYTHING



President’s Message | The Over/Under on the Trinity Park

This issue focuses on the space between our buildings—our natural

assets, our waterways, our parks, and the topologyof our terra firma. One

might argue that Dallas’ single greatest natural asset is the Trinity River and the

Great Trinity Forest. Since Dallas’ inception, the founders and subsequent city

leaders have attempted to harness the Trinity for economic development and

struggled to protect the city from theriver's flooding.

This journey begins in the mid- 1800s with the plan to make the Trinity

River navigable, thereby positioning Dallas as an inland port some 700 miles,

as the river flows, to the Gulfof Mexico. The Kessler Plan of 191 | included

manufacturing zones along the riverbanks and distribution infrastructure to

support river commerce generated by this new inland port. Though it

addressed several issues, the Kessler Plan included an engineering proposal to

harness the destructive powersofthe Trinity River following the 1908 flood. In

1930, the channelization of 26 milesofthe river, along with associated levee

structures, were completed as envisioned two decades earlier.

After over a centuryof fits and starts, the dream for an inland port was put

to rest with the defeat of a property tax initiative to fund the project in 1973

This dream died, but another was born—a lake within the leveesof the Trinity

River. In the recently rediscovered | 967 film The Walls are Rising, AIA Dallas

proposeda vision for a town lake within the Trinity levees witha city center

development overlooking the proposed lake. To this day, that vision lives on as

many continue to dream ofa similar development on this very site overlooking

anew Trinity corridor lake project.

Dating to 2003 and the Balanced Vision Plan, AIA Dallas has advocated for

a balanced approach to realizing the vision ofthe Trinity River corridor. As the

city struggled to control the waters of the Trinity, AIA Dallas struggles to focus

the effortsoftraffic planners and city leaders on the bettermentof the park and

‘our Trinity River. We look forwardto the day when Dallas will enjoy the

realization of our common dream for a great Trinity Park and parkway. In the

wordsof Larry Beasley regarding the recent Trinity Parkway Design Charrette

Report, “We don't need an aggressive new highway within this wonderful

park, Don't let it happen. Go for something a lot better—a gracious and

harmonious parkway done in a gentle and human way—with nature as its

inspiration and the park as its client.” =

aly ation about the Trinit

Bob Bullis, AIA

AIA Dallas President
wwwatiny.ce/Trinity-p
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Editor’s Note | A Space of Opportunity

Meet a Modernist Master

In conjunction with this issue of Columns, the

PPT cents re Ce nice tear reste

exhibition and associated programs titled “The

Landscape Architecture Legacy of Dan Kiley

through September 18. Kiley (1912-2004) worked

with architects including Eero Saarinen, Louis

Kahn, and ILM. Pei to create internationally-

acknowledged Modernist icons. His design legacy

eer Serta)

-d landscape legacy-

tion honors Kiley and his

Pereraten

of our Modernist-de:

ephemeral. The ex

ee eee enna atce can rtd

and effective stewardship of his work and, by

extension, Modernist landscape design. Prog

will include tours of Kiley landscapes, lecture

ieetetea eats agen omy

DallasCFA.com.

You can neither lie to a neighborhood park, nor reason with

it. Artist's conceptions’ and persuasive renderings can put

pictures of life into proposed neighborhood parks or park

malls, and verbal rationalizations can conjure up users who

ought to appreciate them, but in real life only diverse

surroundings have the practical power of inducing a natural,

continuing flowof life and use.

Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities

When Jane Jacobs spoke in Dallas for the 1962 AA National Convention,

her insightful and highly influential elucidation, The Death and Life of American

Cities, had only been published six months earlier, While her message focused

‘on urban housing, she had a distinct appreciation for the integral relationship of

the open spaces that successfully glue a neighborhood, and thusacity, together.

In the 50 years since then, Dallas has doubled in population and sprawled

outward into the north Texas region—a topic of much discussion in our recent

issue on mobility. However, in her article “Embedded Connection," Jessie

Zarazaga notes, “...Our city parks and landscapes are, in many ways, a8

artificial as any construct in our city.” Howdesigners work with planners and

landscape architects to generate quality spaces is as critical a topic as ever if we

want to succeed in creating a healthy connected city.

The Trinity River and the largest urban forest in North America that abuts

it, the Trinity Forest, are immediately adjacent to the coreofDallas. Fort

Worth also was established on the banksof the Trinity, further west. Noting

that “Dallasites rarely see the forest for the trees," Nick McWhirter, AIA and

Anna Procter capture the treasures of these natural assets in their photo essay,

“Invisible Forest.”

All of these elements—indluding the long-term success of the city—are

linked together through the waterway systemof DFW. Kevin Sloan captures

the importanceofthis and the network that it encompasses in “Branch Water

DFW" as he discusses a planning effort that could address the economic and

soaal relevance of DFW.

There are plenty of thought-filed ideas in this issue of Columns. Enjoy! m

a Malle ‘

Chris Grossnicklaus, Assoc. AIA

Editor

COLUMNS | www ainda. org "1



By Steve Freeman

Public Arts | Equine Rhythm



PHOTOS BY MEG FULLWOOD.

Movement is all the more beautiful

when it complementsthe seemingly inert

but equally beautiful landscape. Out on

the Trinity River corridor, a motion-filled

horse kicks up that kind of mutual duality

It's a new public installation by Atlanta-

based sculptor Curtis Patterson that

greets visitors to the new Texas Horse

Park in southeastern Dallas.

Titled Equine Rhythm, the sculpture

made of Corten steel turns reddish-orange

in sunlight. It measures 19 feet high, 10

feet wide, and 15 feet long. What's magical

about it, however,is that while weighing in

at four tons, the geometrical horse shows

off four distinct movements common to

real horses. Look dosely and you'll see the

walk, the trot, the canter, andthe gallop.

To further evoke the sense of perpetual

animal motion, Patterson included

elements that symbolize wings, a bass

instrument, and even ballet.

‘With this sculpture, | have attempted

to symbolically capture someof those

movements through the use of surface

BELOW: A new

sculptor Curtis Patterson-sets the

new Texas Horse Park.

texture, and the assignmentofvarious

elements in a rhythmic and balladry

pattern within the sculpture composition,

Patterson says.

Movement is not just symbolic,

however. The impressive structure

comes to the Great Trinity Forest as the

first sculpture in the entire massive public

works and urban development project

now underway.

Equine Rhythm wasfunded by the

City of Dallas Park and Recreation

Department and managed by the Office

ofCultural Affairs Public Art Program.

Additional work by Patterson can be

viewed as part of the exhibit “Bayou

Sculptors" at the African American

Museumof Dallas through December 31.

Texas Horse Park andits front gate

sculpture is located at 81 | Pemberton Hill

Road. =

Steve Freeman, a freelance writer and editor

serves as production manager of Columns

COLUMNS | www aiadslas. org 13



By Kevin Sloan, ASLA

BRANCH WATER DFW
AN UNPRECEDENTED FORM OF COHESION WIT

an attraction to form and structure a metropolitan urbanism

Segments of the network are already complete: Turtle

ite Rock Lake, and the pieces and parks along the

Trinity River in Fort Worth. Many projects are also in thi

but they are typically seen as rail-to-trail conversions and the

hike and bike trails, orthey are mega-visions like the unrealized

and standalone Dallas Trinity River Project.

FALL 2015,

as stepping stones toward accomplishing a ribbon-like landscape
urbanism that would naturally form along the shaded corridor

much as crystals grow on a string suspended in sugar water.

If the existing process of ad hoc additions continues, and the

branch water network is incrementally realized, the thin and

fibrous urbanism that would develop could offer a compelling

living environment that's counter to the conventional notion of

nodes defined by highways and building agglomerations.



‘VINCENT HUNTER, AIA

Nested along any branch waterway, mixed-use edges and

endlaves would offer the forest on one side and the civility of

streets, squares, and the neighborhoods on the other. Turtle

Creek and the recent addition of the Katy Trail are current

examplesto observe the potential. Vitruvian Park on Farmers

Branch Creek in Addison demonstratesthat the assumption is

possible in outlying municipalities.

In addition to the cultural, economic, and environmental

meritsof the concept, achieving the branch water network has a

BELOW: The fibrous and linear

urbanism forming along the natural

DFW waterways canbe viewed in

thisgraphical illustration

built-in potential to avoid the cultural problems and bureaucratic

red tape that often stymies a comprehensive plan—or a grand

urban vision. Since the waterway system is largely continuous

and already exists, no additional land acquisitions, eminent

domain takings, bond programs, or any gauntlet of political and

economic approvals are needed to continue the process of

incrementally constructing the networkand the urbanism

Rather, it could succeed with only a simple set of guidelinesto

construct spatial relationships between the branch water

network and the new urbanism,

The still unrealized Dallas Trinity River Park could be one the

greatest benefactors of the concept. Interspersing stormwater

detentions and impoundments throughout the branches (as park

amenities) would collectively diminish the amount of water

impounded between the Trinity floodway levees—potentially

making the park more usable and less affected by seasonal flood

waters. Building a monumental park in an inundation zone remains

a contradiction the current plan has not yet fully resolved.

The network could also address larger questions about the

economic and social relevance of DFW.

Planning for World Relevance

World leaders now understand that the future of any nation will be

disproportionately delivered by its metropolitan regions and mega

cities. For metros to be relevant on the world stage, they must

retain talent, attract newtalent, generate and export their own

unique economy, and flourish into a culture that can compete

aggressively in its own nation and withinother world cities

Seen in this light, architecture, city building, and placemaking

are now matters imbued with a new and profound importance.

Parisian Origins

Dallas and Paris were alike as river cities that emerged upon an

open and relatively featureless region. Guided by the singular

hand of an imperial society, Paris used architecture to construct

beauty and a sense of cohesion that is cherished the world over.

Dallas was originally coherent as a courthouse town, but a

land rush that followed favored rugged individualism over careful

planning and cooperation. Taken together with a modern

architectural culture (that awarded unique and provocative

buildings over those that built places and a context), Dallas did

notrealize the same kindof urban beauty as Paris.

The stupefying question for DFW now becomes this: Can

some 7.5 million acresofdiscordant construction be

transformed intoa livable urbanism? Can it be transformed—

realistically? |s blight a future certainty?

Architecture and planning are generally without a theoretical

model, and without a case study for retroactively providing

coherence to a mega urbanism that was originally built without it

Invoking Daniel Burnham's "Make no small plans” erroneously

compels a process to consider “designs’ that aren't feasible for

COLUMNS | www ainda. org 1S



TOP AND LOWER LEFT: Before-and-after shows the urbanism

photos of Vitruvian Parkin Addison, TX, Worth Trinity River Pi

demonstratehownature can form densty where

it istypically not found. CENTER: This vignette Turtle Creek, Dallas

KEVIN SLOAN, ASLA

geographical problemsthat cross municipal boundaries,

established communities, and a political and cultural apparatus that

is not equipped to steward projects that could take decades.

The impulse for “design’ versus creating a strategy, also

misunderstands that the great public works ofthe |9th century were

models for developing an urbanism, not for retrofiting a geography

where the land is already atomized by private ownership and sliced by

afully realized infrastrudure. The New Urbanism, while honorable in

intention, attached its admirations to the myth of the small town and

an unfortunate assodation with tradition and nostalgia. America has

not been a network of small townssince the 1800s.

Embracing the Obvious

When mapped and seen in satellite view, the waterway branches

offorested creeks, ravines, and rivers within the metropolitan

area look like the veins of a leaf or a colossal tree that has been

FALL2015,

‘oposed along the Fort

ject. LOWER RIGHT:

Reverchon Park is one of the many charms on

CRAIG BLACKMON, FAIA

ie
TRINITY RIVER MSION AUTHORITY KEVIN SLOAN, ASLA

flattened and espaliered onto the blackland prairie. The branches

traverse an urban geography that is approximately 60 to 70 miles

wide from east to west, 40 to 50 miles wide north to south

Over 400 miles of waterways exist even when only the most

viable branchesof the natural system are considered

Asthe only part of George Kessler’s 191 | plan for Dallas that

was fully realized, the seven-mile-long segment known as Turtle

Creek represents less than two percent of the available potential

This does not presume that the entire branch water network

should become another Anglican landscapeoffine lawns and

azaleas, punctuated by towers. The existing characteristics of the

riverine areas and their potential are as numerous and varied as

are the landscape types that could be added. Ultimately,

communities along the network should develop a program that

fits their distinctive needs and the unique characteristics of their

respective branches



Arecent environmental movement

known as "re-wilding" takes the

architectural explorations to another

level by proposing to re-populate

the original wildlife with

environmental reconstruction

KEVIN SLOAN, ASLA

In the lowest and flattest geography of the waterway system,

fragmentsof the former Trinity River in Dallas, knownas the

meanders, now operateas flood sumps. In their current

condition, they are more akin to the static waters ofa bayou

than a creek with a current. The Trinity Strandhas taken steps to

add pedestrian and bike trails above the high water mark

Creeks and ravines that slope to the natural Trinity floodplain

often convey a brook-like flowof water that, over eons, cut

ravines through the soft limestone and caliche geology. Many of

them are sheet springs and numerous street names like Kidd

Springs, Spring Valley, and Marsh Lane are dues.

Most are protected by the Army Corps of Engineers, but the

third category typically takes the form of a definedright-of: way

that cradles an ecology of hardwoods in the deep topsoil that's

accumulated with time, Many of these can be seen near the West

Dallas escarpment or in north and south Oak Cliff. Water flowing

in these branches is a pulse condition resulting froma rain event.

The New Schools

Schoolsof thought are emerging to contend with the

appearanceof the megacity and to explore the potential for

landscape for places and spaces. Championed by Dean Mohsen

Mostafavi, the schoolofarchitecture at the Harvard Graduate

School ofDesign (GSD) is exploring "ecological urbanism,” an

architectural strategy to map natureinto the mega city and re-

conceive the built and biomorphic as one ecology. Conversely,

the landscape architecture program at the GSD is also exploring

“landscape urbanism,” which considers the opposite—mapping

Gities into a larger natural framework.

LEFT: The Katy Trail heightensthe urbanismalong the eastern

edge of Turtle Creek, Dallas BELOW: Boston's Emerald

Necklace is a seminal example of gathering urban geographies

to parks and natural features

The great Olmstedian parks of New York's Central Park and

Prospect Park, and the Emerald Necklace in Boston that were

established in the |9th century, along with the local example of

Dallas's Turtle Creek, demonstrate that for centuries landscape has

been a reliable and uniquely American affinity to form urbanism.

Arecent environmental movement known as “re-wilding” takes

the architectural explorations to another level by proposing to re-

populate the original wildife with environmental reconstruction,

Considering that New York's Central Park has nesting red-tal

hawks and migrating wildfowl, the ideaisfar froma stretch since

foxes, coyotes, and quail are frequently seen throughout Oak Clif.

Re-wilding the Great Trinity Forest and treating the Trinity River

Park as the largest prairie restoration project in North America

would transform Dallas into a sul generis—an urban formation that

isthe result of truly unique circumstances whose physical

characteristics cannot be transferred to another city or copied,

Fortune Favors Prepared Minds

Akey to realizing a branch water network is how the inttative learns

the relevant lessons from Turtle Creek. As the only part of Kessler’s

191 | planfor the City of Dallas that was fully realized, the seven-

mile-long Turtle Creek corridor transformed an otherwise featureless

ravine into what Kessler referred to as “a city walk that would be an

education in art, architecture, history, nature, and citizenship.”

In lieu ofthe luxuries of a Frank Lloyd Whght theater, tennis courts,

and Exall Lake, a more useful lesson is how the shaded microdimate of

the linear park is stippled with athletics, passive meadows, a system of

weirs and trails, and landmark bridges—and how the street

infrastructureof Turtle Creek Parkway ties tall together.
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BELOW: George Kesster's Turtle

Creek isa | 00-year-old example of

Urbanism forming along a

cultivated landscape in Dallas.

KEMIN SLOAN, ASLA

The natural and the constructed quality of Turtle Creek

produced value and desire to the point that, from the 1950s

through the '80s, condominium towers appeared along the

edges—exceptions to the cultural raison a’étre that luxurious

living in Texas meant a sprawling ranch or estate. Considering

that DFW is on the same latitude as North Africa and frequently

oneof the hotter places in the U.S. during the summer, Turtle

Creek is a model for a landscape-driven DFW and potentially for

other metropolitan cities.

In Dallas alone, over 90%of the creeks, ravines, and

drainage ways remain unimproved

Resilient Dallas

The concepts for a branch water network and urbanism could

also make DFW stable and resilient to future threats

Studies issued by Cornell and Columbia universities in

February 2015 align with other environmentalstudies that show

thereis an 80% chance that Texas and the Southwest may

experience a 35-year-long mega-drought sometime before

2100. Such an event could be catastrophictothe metropolitan

economy. The abandonment of parks and irrigated landscapes

may be required to conserve water and survive the event.

The natural waterway network in DFW is where the mature

trees, water, and any environmental quality currently exist. Gathering

urbanism along the edges of the network would antidpate the

drought and aid DFW in weathering an event that might otherwise

compel businesses and ctizens to move away from the region

FALL 2015,

The threat compounds another stupefying problem that's

already imbedded within the existing geography. DFW is

approximately seven million acresof incorporatedland that

supports roughly seven million people. At an approximate

averageof one human per acre of civilization, if DEW could

urbanize to equal the sustainable and walkable four-people-per-

acre density (like Boulder, CO), the entire population of

Canada—28 million people—would have to relocateto DFW to

inhabit the urban construction

Large metropolises like DFW, Atlanta, and Phoenix, may have

horizontally overbuilt the ground plane to an extent that it’s

statistically impossible to urbanize all the incorporated land.

Edges and areas may densify, but larger suburban lands may lie

outside any potential to remain as viable neighborhoods and

descend into areas of blight

The potential for a mega-drought and the eye-opening

geographical statistics suggest that involuntary changes may

descend upon DFW. The branch water network is a natural draw

to organize an orderly transformationof the city into a unique

metropolitan pattern that could also keep DFW competitive on

the world stage. m

Kevin Sloan, ASLA is the founding principal of Kevin Sloan Studio in

Dallas and teaches architecture at the School of Architecture at the

University of Texas-Arlington.

Title page rendering is by Vincent Hunter, AIA of WDG Architecture.



By Jessie Zarazaga, RIBA

position? Consider

these tired dichotomies: city to nature, dirty to clean, mechanical

to natural, vertical to horizontal. Have they lost their relevance

in our broad, expansive Texas city?

Mostof metropolitan Dallas is structured like an agricultural

landscape, itself a machine-like nature: fields of homes, regularly

spaced, watered, and served by an infrastructureofpiped

resources and access road. And like agriculture, the network of

fields is not fixed, but spreading and growing

The pattern of our suburban landscape was built onto the

underlying Texan agricultural geometry and was built in its scale;

Why set upacity ai ein op| individual farmsteads were developed as subdivisions, each

following the given land order. Greenville Avenue, where cross-

streets just slightly don't line up, isa memoryofthis agricultural

history in our urban environment.

On the other side of the conversation, our city parks and

landscapes are, in many ways, as artificial as any construct in our

city: Vertical dams hold back straightened river waters, creeks

are channeled into concrete dykes. The startling industrial

remainsof the Trinity River lock frame the hidden, flowing river

like a romantic ruin in the rough undergrowth. Even the Great

Trinity Forest is, in some ways, a forgotten land that has a gentle
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continuity with the un-remembered neighborhoodsof South

Dallas, a shared character, rather than a distinctive contrast

There is something gentle, and special, about this integration

Can this reversal of the typical dichotomy become its own

story? Maybe Dallas can be known as a city that does not set out

to isolate its preserved land ecologies, but instead celebrates the

interconnectedness of our city and its lands. Can we find

strength and beauty in the seamlessnessofthis territory, and the

continuity between its streetscapes and landscapes? In the search

for modelsoflandscape-urbanism in which urbanism grows from

the landscape's patterns, can we reveal Dallas to be a model city

in which urban strategies have long been drawn from the shared

infrastructures of our territory? Dallas can be celebrated as a

land-city environment

The tapestry of Dallas’ urban grid is a regular pattern, a

tartan landscape, structured by the Jeffersonian land-grid. But just

like a tartan rug, the land is also wrinkled, folded into itself at the

crevices and curves. It offers natural interruptions in the

horizontal plane with its ridges, its creeks and rivers.

These interruptions become the sites of placemaking, canyon-

cutsinto the endless repetition of space, which create moments

for community-gathering, sites for creativity and recreation, real

vic spaces in the most basic meaning of the word: places where

Gvilians gather, andshare their cultural, social and community life

As designers in this city, ourtaskis to draw out, purposefully, such

folds, revealing them. Theseare the sites that give us

opportunities for marking our civic connectionto the city, through

the overlapofinfrastructures and their deep cuts into place.

Early 20th century city planner George Kessler himself set

the standard and drew the first land-folds onto the Dallas map

FALL2015,

Kessler—already known for his master planofFair Park—helped

with flooding problems, replanned and restructured the logic of

the numeroustrain tracks winding through the city, and urged

the indusion of more boulevards, parks, and plazas. Thanks to

Kessler, Turtle Creek—a small, shabby waterway like its buried

cousin, Mill Creek—was envisioned, and (unlike Mill Creek) built

as a celebratory site. It is not a single park, but a series of park

pauses, stretched along the travelling route through the city

This original vision of the creek-park was as a set of places for

gathering, adding character to its neighborhoods. This vision has

been built upon through the years. The energiesofthe Turtle Creek

Association, for example, extended its quality into the medians along

the parkway: limiting lanes, but slowing traffic, reducing glare, and

visually connecting the park to the neighborhood

Further integration of community and creek was the

developmentof Lee Park—at its most celebratory for the Easter

concert and dog parade—in the formof the Lee Park and

Arlington Hall Conservancy. Like Klyde Warren and Reverchon

parks, credit for the animation ofthis park lies greatly in its

programming; however, for each, there is also a carefully scaled

quality of movement in this place. Turtle Creek is not contained

as a plaza or square might be, but extended along a route,

celebrating again the continuity of community and natural place

and the experienceof that connection on foot.

Choices made along Kessler’s Parkway may serve as a lesson

to our city. Turtle Creek is not the Trinity Parkway; at least as it is

currently designed and planned, it is not even similar. The

possibility of pause, the tangible connection of footpath to road,

land and water: This is the quality that makes the road at Turtle

Creek subservient to its park; the primary order in its curving



routeis thatof the river. The road is slow, winding, inefficient,

and beautiful. Cars pause like pedestrians, and are stopped

completely when the road is dosed for community events. Itis,

first ofall, public place.

The Katy Trail benefits from its early adjacencies to the Turtle

Creek park system, interconnectingits trail-motion with glances

to the natural flow. As they both flow northwards, the Katy Trail,

in a way, underlines its resemblance by making, again, a series of

small stopping places such as David's Wayand the drama of

Thomsen Overlook—places of community pause along its

extended route. David's Way—a memorial to David Meyerson,

sonof arts patron Morton Meyerson—is a small plaza framed by

delicate steel columns, each of which magically communicates

with passing runners and walkers through motion sensor

activated light and sound art. Like a refrain in a song, the trail

makes a landscape out of sound and movementrather than out

of stopping. Ontothis trail—casually and naturally again like

beads on a string—public places like gyms, bars, community

spaces, andthe active evening noiseof the Ice House underline

the integration of garden-trail and city.

The newly renovated White

Rock Creek Trail, following north

from the lake, again picks up the

pattern. The tartan fabric of the

<ity plan folds into a deep

wrinkle, following the flood plain

ofthe creek, asthe trail winds its

ways through the regular street

gridof north Dallas. Instead ofseeing this landscape element as

an interruption in contrast to the grid, we can see it as the fold

that makes the pattern most celebratory. A curved river in a

curved landscape would not revealitself as well as thetwisted,

curyy river cutting through our rigid agricultural land-structure.

The oyde and pedestrian pathway creates a three-dimensional

journey, wrapping cantilevered bike trails onto the undersides of

bridge structures, bridging the river, diving below the flood plain

level—and all along this fold are opportunitiesfor placemaking

The liveliness of the Fair Oaks tennis center integrates community

andtrail walkers; soccer fieldsflow into family picnics and horse

riding trails

Yet other opportunities are missed. Why is there no

connection, for example, between the active playing fields of

Conrad High School and the flowof the trail? And what

wonderful integration could be imagined between the Jackson

branchof the creek and the hundredsof adjoining low-income

apartment units alongside Skillman Avenue, if they were linked

through the natural environment to the wider city?

The new Santa Fe Trail may serve as a barometer of change:

This ongoing community and city project is serving

neighborhoodsofall incomes and qualities. The landscape

qualityof a trail, rather than a park, is not just connecting

communities like a bridge might, but integrating their actions,

allowing the opportunity for each neighborhood to make public

places along its route. A walk along the Santa Fe is like a gallery

walk, a sequenceof chapters about community life in the city of

Dallas, each chapter inhabited by citizensusing the natural

environmentas the creative structure for making public space.

natural to the urban

Other cities make urban trails, other

cities make river walks, but no other

city can find urban forests at the scale

of ours, and could integrate so fully the

Landscape, then is not the quiet, serene, absence of civic life,

but its opposite: the opportunity and celebration of enhanced

public space.

Trail systems, powerful bridges, and generous, paved

pathways are striking out across the huge expanseof the Trinity

Forest. These are not dotted lines on a map, but built structural

realities, striding into the overlap between infrastructure, untidy

nature, and abandoned industry.

This space of opportunity—a new vision of what urban

landscape can be—cannot be seen anywhere better than here.

Other cities make urban trails, other cities make river walks, but

no other city can find urban forestsat the scale of ours, and

could integrate so fully the natural to the urban as a single vision

for community in a city. Can this extraordinary tapestryoftrail

threads be seennot just as an opportunity to give city people

access to the wilderness experienceofthe Trinity, its birds, trees,

and river, but more powerfully to weave communities along the

routeof the trail into participation with city placemaking?

In the end, that's the cruxofthe great parkway debate. Does

Dallas have the courage to seeitself as a leader in a vision for a

city of communities gathered

around the public patternsof its

landscape? We have no other

city to copy. Wehave to assess

the extraordinary economic

empowerment Dallas can get

from prioritizing places for public

interaction and pause, and value

that over traffic statistics. Dallas can be the example for others of

the most integrated urban land environment, but we have to

recognize that we don't get that value unless we truly prioritize

the embedded connection between tough landscapes and

deeply connected communities,

The Dallas Design District and the old Industrial Boulevard

are among the toughest, most urban parts of our city. Here, our

forgotten land is industrial land, unclaimed, paved, polluted,

overgrown with weeds. Yet its in-between character is, in some

way, its greatest beauty. Asthe territory is reclaimed, the

difference between forgotten land and abandoned land is

unimportant; it's the continuity and the re-inhabitationof that

land as place which makes it into a land-fold park:

The Trinity Strand Trail can be described simply as an

extensionof Turtle Creek and as a connection to the Trinity

River. However, perhaps it is most interestingto re-frame it as a

reclaimingofthe continuity of our landscape. Here public space

is rediscovered both as nature—on those curved trails of original

Trinity geography—and as reclaimed industrial territory.

Thisvision may be a small exampleof the great opportunity

of the city, a chance to weave our networkoftrails into the

integrated vision of our city neighborhood life. It is a dense vision

that does not pitch city against nature, but integrates the most

urban intensity with the deep patternsof the land. m

Jessie Zarazaga, RIBA teaches mapping, sustainable urban

development, and urban theory at Southern Methodist University.
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