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By Lindsay Brisko, Assoc. AIA

Public Arts | Dreamers

Heading east towards Dallas’ central

business district from Oak Cliff, an

energetic splash of color catchesthe eye

at the entranceof the Jefferson Boulevard

viaduct. Arecently completed mural,

titled Dreamers, expressively

counterbalances the adjacent Oak Cliff

Founders Park. Significant renovationsto

this area are underway, including a

completed designated bike lane and an

extension tothe trolley line, slated to run

in early 2015. These improvements are

partof Dallas’ initiative to promote fluid

circulation and increased public interest

across the Trinity River.

FALL 2014

The mural is a collection of six unique

surfaces, seamlessly painted to cover each

of the viadua''s two footings. Completed

by artists Carlos Donjuan and the Sour

Grapes Art Collective, the mural follows

themes of earth, sky, and water, imagined

worlds inhabited by amusing fantastical

characters. Earthy hues of beige and gold

playfully converse with another segment

of mural cloaked in a palette of blue and

green pastels. At its heart, the work elicits

a fresh approach to the methodology of

transforming the ordinary into the

extraordinary. In this instance a

monotonous urban surface is renewed as

MICHAEL CAGLE, ASSOC. AIA

an energizing and visually engaging space

Looking toward the city, the skyline

appears nestled between the two

supportsof the viaduct, a painting on

either side. There, the city stands as a

visual and theoretical link connecting the

murals and the vibrant lifestyles of two

sides of Dallas. m=

Lindsay Brisko, Assoc. AIA is a project

coordinator at Good Fulton & Farrell

Architects.
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Two years ago, a group calling itself A New Dallas

presented avisionfor the removal of |-345, a |.2-mile stretch of

elevated urban freeway on the northeast side of downtown

Dallas. The roadway has created a barrier between downtown

and the Deep Ellum neighborhood for 40 years and is reaching

the end of its lifespan. As a responseto the Texas Department of

Transportation's (TxDOT) nine alternatives, A New Dallas has

proposed removing the roadway in favor of a new walkable

neighborhood that reconnects two districts, creating an

economic benefit that the group's members believe outweighs

any negative impactsof freeway removal

Their argument centers on the fact that demolishing the

freeway will cost T<DOT $100 million less than rebuilding it and
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will provide $3.5 billion in new development: a new

neighborhood of 25,000 urban residents, presumably along with

the usual array of retail and offices. Think Portland, Vancouver,

San Francisco ... basically any great urban city that we as

residents ofa sun belt city must visit. They remindus that

walkable neighborhoods in Dallas are few and far between

‘As a designer focusing on urban, mixed-use infill

development, | admit that, upon first hearing this vision, my gut-

level reaction was along the lines of "When can we fire up the

bulldozers?" This idea could be a game-changerto truly

transform our core and make our city more livable, But then,

‘once | thought it through, the realityof the situation set in: What

about the 160,000 cars a day that use that stretch of road? How

We will be stuck with whatever we as a

community make, for good or ill. We had

better get it right because most of us won't

be alive long enough to have another shot at

“doing the right thing.”

are we going to absorb these huge traffic counts? How is this

going to impact the I-30/-35 improvements under construction

on the other side of downtown? In short, | am conflicted. As a

reader, if you are looking for an informed opinion, another voice

addedto the increasing drumbeat on both sidesof this issue,

you will not find it here. What | will offer is this: We will be stuck

with whatever we as a community make, for good or ill. We had

better get it right because most ofus won't be alive long enough

to have another shot at “doing the right thing.

The Public Drama of 1-345

The discussionof the fateof |-345 is an extreme example of

how the decision-making process plays out in the public sphere

andone that has parity for us as designers. Interestingly, both

sidesof this discussion are essentially promoting the same thing

—connectivity that will provide the greatest benefit to the

community, While eachside’s goals are the same, it is their

values that are the area of dispute. A NewDallas focuses upon

connecting people and districts by utilizing urban

redevelopment, while TxDOT’s view of connectivity centers

around connecting people through a regional transportation

system. In many instances of controversy or disagreement,

whether it be community-wide decisions or site specific ones,

the differing sides of the argument usually have the same or

similar goals; but the difference lies in the means of executing

those goals. Without concrete data to support an argument, the

discussion is really based upon ideologies

On ideological grounds, the side that wins the argument is

the one that can be most persuasive, have the best political

connections, or convince the most people to subscribeto their

beliefs, This “trust me I'm an expert” approach to decision-

making is dangerous because, in many ways, it places the

emphasis upon the charismaof the person making the argument

rather than the salient pointsof a position. Rodger Jones, in The

Dallas Morning News’ transportation blog, touched succinctly

upon this issue: "Many people who have staked out positions

‘on the removal of |-345 have done so without benefit of what's

badly needed in this debate—hard data."

In the absence of data, designers are, at best, making

arbitrary decisions, or in extreme cases creating a detriment to

the community. The exampleof the Shard's “deathray,’—the

angle of its concave facade concentrating and reflecting sunlight

‘on the street—comes to mind. Without a framework based

upon data, seemingly arbitrary decisions only help to reduce the

relevance and credibility of our profession

Opportunities and constraints diagramming, and other

analytical approaches, are quick methods to determine strengths

and weaknessof a particular site; but for the most part, these

tools only determine the physical attributes of a design problem.

Emphasis is usually placed upon solving the problems of

functionality (/.e. how our designs impact the physical realm), but

rarely do they delve into deeper questions about what our

Continued on page 16

COLUMNS | www ainda. org 13
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Continued from page 13

decisions mean for a city or society. Using a simple

methodology, we as a design community can change how we

make decisions from the “trust me, I'm an expert” approach to

one based upon measurable data

Identify, Analyze, Prioritize

The obvious first step in any decision-making processis to

identify goals, Before any meaningful analysis of a problem can

be made, the community, stakeholders, or end-users must

provide input. Jointly determining goals and finding common

groundhelps to build bridges between opposing viewpoints

early in the process. Using the previous example, both ANew

Dallas and TxDOT have similar goals of creating connections

within the community. The next step is determining strategies

for achieving a workable goal that both parties can accept.

Themeans to achieve the goal of connectivity as it relatesto I-

345 (tearing it down versus rebuilding) - have greater implications.

The simple issueof connecting people becomes a much larger

issue of how we see our city and how we determine future

growth and direction for our community; in short this subject

begins to present a new vision for downtown Dallas. Because it

sparks a much larger set of determinations, the analysis ofthe

strategies must present a holistic viewof the implications. The

futureof |-345 quickly becomes more important than traffic counts.

Analysis: The Triple Bottom Line

To broaden the scope of analysis, and (most importantly)

provide a meaningful structuretothe relevant determining

factors, we must lookto the business community. In his 1997

book, Cannibals with Forks: The Triple Bottom Lineof 21st

Century Business, John Elkington presents the conceptof a

Triple Bottom Line (TBL) approach to measuring financial

performance in the context of three dimensions—profit, people,

and planet—with the goalof shifting a company's responsibility

from only shareholders to stakeholders. In an era where an

immense amount of data is readily available, the TBL approach

offers a tool to distil that data and to present it in a framework

that addresses the multi-faceted nature of the decision we make

and the broad-ranging impactsofthose decisions. It ultimately

provides a meansof comparing and contrasting those impacts.

This concept is built on the premise of a 19th century English

physicist who stated: “If you cannot measure it, you cannot

improve it." It is generallytrue that, if you can measure

something, there is a greater chance that you will pay attention

to it. A companycannot justify social responsibility if it can't

measure its progress. Some examplesof how this approach has

changed financial decisions can be seen in how some companies

have chosen to deal with resource extraction, outsourced labor,

and energy consumption. Thefree trade movement can be seen

as a logical extensionof this concept in practice. Additionally, as

the social awareness of the consumer has grown, so too has

emphasis upon where goods come from, who made them, and

how they have been transported. As consumer awareness has

grown, sohas the awarenessofthe business community.

‘As a society, our financial decisions (what we buy, where we

live/shop/work) are increasingly taking into account social

responsibility. As designers, it is incumbent upon us to

understand these issues and incorporate the same awareness

into our design processes. By adjusting the TBL diagram from a

FALL 2014

business model to a design model, the natureof how and why

we make decisions will change and will be a quantifiable tool to

justify our design process. Very simply, the more each design

decision (or aspectof that decision) falls in the centerof the

diagram, the more balanced the approach

Measuring TBL

ATBL approach provides infinite flexibility in determining what

and how something is measured, tracked, and weighted. This

scalability is key in developing a model that is appropriate for the

question at hand,. The difficulty is that there is no common unit

of measure. Financial aspects are easy to measure in dollars, but

social and environmental issues are difficult to quantify and

therefore only tangentially discussed in the design process

There are two common methodologies for creating units of

measure in a TBL approach. One is to measure in dollars. The

business community leans toward this approach because all

decisions will ultimately impact profitability. Governments and

non-profits approach TBL using a weighted index, removing

incompatibility of units in favor ofa predetermined benchmark.

Both approaches can be subjective. A weighted indexing

complicates simple analysis. Adding a monetary value creates its

own setofchallenges. For example, what is the monetary value

of a bike lane? Rather than becoming mired in a cumbersome

and detailed system, a two-tiered approach to TBL can quickly

outline the impact of decisions and providea prioritization
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framework. First, measure common variables—finandal impact,

traffic counts, vehiclemiles traveled (VMT), access to goods and

services, or other variables determined by the stakeholder's

goals. Then, present the relative strengths and weakness ofa

decision and set the framework for creating a design that best

addresses those goals. Secondly, implement a simple “yes or no”

or ‘positive/negative” approach when an issue is too

cumbersome for metrics. For example, if one solution has access

to transit and another does not, it is easy to ascertain that the

scheme with transit connections provides positive benefit to the

financial, environmental, and social scales. To unravel the myriad

issues any decision or goal might present, start with a simple

matrix. It can be beneficial to create a framework and organize

issues by similar metrics and attributes or benefits and drawbacks.

Using the example of connectivity, elements in a TBL

approach might be organized as shown in Figure |

Someofthese issues (traffic count, VMT, transit ridership) are

metrics that are quantifiable, while the issuesofaccess are simple

yes/no answers for the purposesofthis study. There is a case to

be made that distances associated with access could be

quantifiedif the variable is important to a particular study.

Within the context of TBL, manyof these issues hit multiple

touch points. In fact, every issue presented above impacts both

the environment and social categories. [We'll get to the financial

category later] For example, traffic counts are an environmental

issue becausehigher traffic means more CO? released into the

air; likewise, it is a social issue because more traffic equals more

time ina car, longer commutes, less personal time, etc.

Organizing these issues into a matrix creates a quick guide to

compare and contrast each item and gives a snapshot of which

alternative performs better in a given category.

Financial: It's Not All About Money

There are two reasonsto leave the financial leg of the TBL

approachas the last step. For one, itis the area that most

gravitate toward. Using the mantra that if you measure

something you will pay attention to it, placing issuesrelating to

environment and social categories at the topofthe list ensures

that they will be measured. Secondly, as issues are contemplated

in the context of environment and social categories, some might

impact the financial side and therefore be worth measuring. For

some decisions, the environmental or social costs/benefits are

important. In the case of |-345, the potential costs are very

important to measure. For example, the costof lost productivity

due to (potentially) increased traffic does impact a community

and should be quantifiedto make an objective decision. One

day, carbon will have a value in this country; so, the amount of

CO2 we are emitting will have monetary value.

When evaluating the financial or economic impact of a decision,

quantify traditional financial benchmarks like hard and soft

construction costs and potential return on investment, but also

consider environmental and social costs/benefits. Speaking frankly,

in the private development world, most developers only marginally

care about these issues, but quantifying environmental and social

benefits can directly correlate to increased return on investment.

Al decisions based only on financial considerations will run the risk

of negatively impacting the community. (See Figure 2.)

It is a natural tendency to try to assign value or importance to

one issue over another, but this model is intentionally neutral. As

designers, it is our role to understand the information from the

stakeholders’ view. The goal should be to use the data as a

meansto facilitate a conversation, one that moves from goals

into values, or as the meansof implementing the stated goals

Final Note

The controversy of |-345 has played out in the public realm in

much the same way as many other contentiousissuesthat have

impacted Dallas through the years. As our values dash, lively

debate ensues. We are Americans after all; this is what we do.

While the debate makes for good political theater, it does not really

get to the heart ofwhat the right decision for our community is.

For designers, who are used to talking with our pens, this

can all seem pretty droll. There hasn't been a single picture in

this article that we can collectively ogle, and on the surface the

charts and graphs seem to remove all ofthe beauty and whimsy

from the design process. | submit to you that a TBL approach

can enhance the visions we create.

For |-345, | would urge comprehensive and detailed study of

the implications of removing the highway versus keeping it. This

issue is too important to be left to those who bark the loudest or

have the best connections at Dallas City Hall or in Austin. m

Erich Dohrer is an urban planner and a principal at RTKL.
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As architects have sought to design ever more sustainable

and socially conscious buildings, it's notsurprising they have

embraced urban agriculture. Americans’ food travels an average

of 1,500miles from farm to fork in a food system that accounts

for nearly 15%of the nation's energy use. The world's steady

shift toward urbanization is only going to make the problem

worse. While less than half the world lived in cities in 2008, a

United Nations report estimates that figure will be 70% by

2050, with an even more staggering 90%of North Americans

living in urban areas. The shrinking numberoftraditional rural

farmswill simply not be able to continueto feed all the city-

dwellers. The only sustainable option is forcities to grow more

of their own food

UTA Plants Seeds of Change

While visionaryarchitects take the idea to new heights, imagining

high-rise farms in every downtown, the movement has been

quietly taking root in backyards and vacant plots around the world.

Dallas, with all of its open spaces, seems ripe for the picking,

One project gaining momentum is La Bajada Urban Youth

Farm, a joint venture between the University of Texas at

Arlington's School of Architecture and West Dallas Community

Centers. The idea takes an overgrown field just a block from

Trinity Groves and the Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge and turns it

into a 2-acre organic farm, park, and community center to

provide not only fresh food, but also jobs and educational

opportunities in the low-income neighborhood

Agroupof UTA graduate students—ed by School of

Architecture Dean Don Gatzke, AIA and teacher and landscape

architect Kevin Sloan—finished the design for La Bajada in April

The group kept the design efficient and economical. They

enclosed secure spaces in a series of recycled shipping

containers, shaded bya large, steel-framedroof that also

protects the events pavilion. The design indudes offices, storage,

a work area, bathrooms, greenhouses, and a commercial

kitchen, in addition to the events space. The site is open and

inviting to the community with places to sit and a children's play

area nestled among the raised garden beds. It will function as

both a working farm and a green space for the community,

ANew Kind of Park

With La Bajada, Gatzke set out to challenge the traditional

notions of what a park and a farm look like. When people think

of a park, they usually think of grass and trees. When people

think of a farm, they usually think of endless rows of crops, far

away from civilization. But why, he asks, can't a park be green with

lush garden beds, and a farm be a place bustling with activity?

From the start, La Bajada was intended to be both. “This is an

alternative for a neighborhood park,” Gatzke says. “| think it

presents a richer wayof thinking about landscape and site design.”

Many agree. In fact, food crops are fast becoming a staple of

sustainable site design. LEED added local food production as a

pilot credit, and the Living Building Challenge mandates it for all

but the highest density projects. “Urban agriculture will be one

of thekeys to success in sustainability,” says Monica Miller of

ThyssenKrupp. She is oneof two Living Building Challenge

ambassadors in Dallas. ‘As our population continuesto grow and

our cities continueto develop upon prime farm land, it's

important for our cities to grow their own food so we can

continueto feed the world.”

Urban farming was also identified by The Connected City

Design Challenge jury as oneofsix key ideas crucial for

developing downtown Dallasandthe Trinity River. Initsfinal

brief, the jury called for “activating public lands as entrepreneurial

DON GATZKE, AIA,
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ROBERT MECKFESSEL, FAIA,

urban forests and farms,” and praised the strengthof the

submissions in accomplishingthis goal. Architects and landscape

architects increasingly are striving to make landscapes that are

not just pretty, but functional. One Connected City juror, Robert

Meckfessel, FAIA of DSGN Associates, put it this way: “Given

that we have a culture in Dallas of surrounding our buildings with

‘open space, why can't it be put to productive use?”

Economic Sustainability

Ina video summary of the Connected City Challenge, Jury Chair

Larry Beasley emphasized the economic advantages of embracing

urban agriculture. Not only could bold landscaping transform the

Trinity River corridor into a memorable space, but “an amazing

related ideais that this landscape might actually pay for itself, and

even become profitable, ifit is seen as a cash cropinitiative —not

just a public embellishment,” he says. “Just imagine all those acres

that could be in productive use with beautiful, green results.

The economics of agriculture is also a driving idea behind La

Bajada. Gatzke and Sloan note that the farm would employ at-

risk teenagers as paid interns, providing jobs and leadership

training as well as giving themaccessto healthy foods they could

take home to their families. Schools would be able touse the

farm as an educational resource for agriculture and science

Produce sales could also support the farm into the future. “It has

the potential to be self-sustaining financially, and not just a drag

on the bottom line,” Sloan says

The students have already started cultivating buyers for

future harvests—surveying chefs from Trinity Groves (a new

mixed-use restaurant designation at the baseof the bridge in

West Dallas) about whetcrops they would want to purchase

from La Bajada. The studio tailored some of its crop choices to

those tastes, adding more herbs, peppers, and mushrooms.

FALL 2014

They also researched similar urban farms here and in New

Orleans, which they were able to use as agricultural resources.

An Idea Takes Root

The seedof the idea for La Bajada came to Gatzke two years

ago while on vacation in New Orleans. “I wastryingto find

some kind of community-based project the students could get

involved with in Dallas.” While visiting friends and former

colleagues from Tulane, he had the chance to see the Grow Dat

Urban Youth Farm—an organic farm designed by Tulane

architecture students in New Orleans’ City Park. That's when it

“dlicked,” Gatzke says. If it could work in New Orleans, he could

make it work in Dallas.

He soon found the right place: a large vacant field adjacent to

a small community centernear Trinity Groves. The owner, West

Dallas Community Centers, offered to provide the landfor a

community farm. Gatzke brought on Sloan and the studentsto

do the design work. Gatzke also took onthefundraising and

began politicking, gaining support from West Dallas Chamber of

Commerce and from West Dallas Investments, which owns a

stake in several Trinity Groves restaurants. The farm also

received an endorsement from The Dallas Morning News.

The studio visited New Orleans and Grow Dat become the

model for what they wouldstrive to achieve. The programs are

nearly identical, the primary difference being that Grow Dat is

located on an abandoned golf course in a large city park,

whereas La Bajada is in the middle of a residential neighborhood

Becauseofthat, Gatzke and Sloan worked diligently with the

students to gather community input and support. They held

monthly meetings with residents to gain feedback and explain

their ideas and intentions. In response,the final design is mindful

of the scaleofthe neighborhood, limiting the height of the



buildings so as not to overpower neighboring homes. They also

added a baseball field, as requested by the community, and

worked around an existing playground and basketball courts.

Wary of Growth

When the final design was presented in April, residents were

generally positive about the design. Some, however, were still

wary about growth. They were particularly concerned about

parking and the fact that their neighborhood is already overrun

by Trinity Groves. Street parking has clogged the narrow streets

so much that residents say emergency vehicles can'talways get

through. West Dallas Community Centers is in discussions with

the Cityof Dallas about using city improvement funds for

additional parking in the neighborhood, but that would likely

come well after the farm begins operation. Gatzke noted that,

although the design is now final in termsof the academic studio,

“this is one step ina larger process,” and “things can change.”

La Bajada residents have seen plans change before, which

caused sometotake the attitude of ‘I'l believe it when | see it.”

They said other developers have come through presenting big

ideas that never happened. La Bajada Urban Youth Farm,

however, is off to a promising start.

‘Commitment Doesn't Stop”

The La Bajada team set a preliminary goal of $1.5 million to

cover construction and two full years of operation, including

student salaries. They hope farm revenues can sustain the

program in subsequent years. Gatzke says hehas firm

commitments for three-quartersoftheir fundraising goal as of

May |. He also says he has received several offers of help from

construction professionals which could help ease building costs.

He anticipates a first planting by the summer of 2015.

“Our commitment doesn't stop," Gatzke recently told La

Bajada residents. In fact, heplans to devote the next year to

getting the youth farmoff the ground after he steps down as

deanof the UTA School of Architecture on August 31. He is

taking a sabbatical year to work on La Bajada and a few other

projects before returningto the UTAfaculty in fall 2015. Some

of the students also plan to see the idea through to fruition

Other Dallas Farms Grow Community Through Food

La Bajada will not be the first urban youth farm in the Dallas

area, The students also visited the WE Over Me Farm at Paul

Quinn College, which provided agriculture consultingto the studio,

Paul Quinn converted its old football field into a 2-acreorganic farm

in 2010. The college sits in the middleof a federally recognized

“food desert,” defined as a low-income area lacking grocery stores

andhealthy food options. WE Over Me sprouted in response. It

now produces high-paying work-study jobs to students and healthy

produce, which is served on campus and sold within the

community or commercially. Oneof the farm's biggest customers

is Legends Hospitality, which handles food service at the Dallas

Cowboys’ AT&T Stadium. The farm also donates no less than |0%

of its produce to churches and food pantries.

The Stewpotof First Presbyterian Church is also developing a

downtown community garden as part of its new ministry campus at

508 Park Ave. Volunteers began growing radishes, spinach, onions,

carrots, and potatoes on a temporary donated plot on the site this

year. Stewpot dients began receiving fresh, organic produce from

the garden in February. The developing Encore Park Community

Gardenhopes to become an inclusive pace, where rich and poor

come together to garden and share in good health. =

Cynthia Smith, Assoc. AIA is with DSGN Ass tes,
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Detail Matters | Old Parkland Hospital

FALL 2014

“" Originally constructed in 1913 and designed

by Dallas architects Herbert Greeneand James

Hubbell, Parkland was the first permanent public

hospital in the City ofDallas. Despite falling into

disrepair when vacated in 1974, a combination of

restoration, rehabilitation, and reconstruction was

initiated by Crow Holdings in 2005

The plan, developed by Good Fulton & Farrell

Architects, maintained allof the historic fagade on

Maple Avenue, as well as the 192 portions of the

Oak Lawn Avenue and Reagan Street facades.

Work included foundation stabilization and

re-pointing of | 00%of the brick. Mortar on the

parapets of the 1913 construction was so soft that

it could be removed witha fingernail, and multiple

repairs had left the exterior walls a patchwork of

mortar colors. Initial repairs determined that the

original mortar had been nearly black. Damaged

bricks and terracotta units were replaced with

original units salvaged from other partsof the

building. The flat portionof theroofwas replaced

in its entirety and the clay tile roof over the central

pavilion was reinstalled.

While serious consideration was given to the

repair of the 256 cypress windows, the eventual

decision was to remove and replace them with

energy-efficient units. It was imperative that the

new windows match the appearanceof the

originals. Three complete mock-up units were

fabricated and each was installed next to a

repaired original window for comparison.

The solid limestone columns and lonic capitals

were cleaned and repaired. The terracotta cornice

and upper balustrade, however, were deteriorated

beyond repair, It was decided to replace the

damaged units with glass fiber reinforced concrete

rather than new terracotta. Molds were made

from adjacent intact units to ensure that the

profiles would match exactly. Fourteen different

color samples were made until an acceptable

match was achieved. Then, a faux finish was

applied to someofthe units after installation to

re-create the individual differences visible on the

original units. =

Compiled by James Adams, AIA, RIBA, an architect

with Corgan Associates Inc. Additional information

contributed by Jon Rollins, AIA, a principal at Good

Fulton & Farrell Architects.
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By Joanna Hampton, AIA and Diane Collier, AIA

Zoning has a greater impact on peopleandtheir choices

than we typically imagine. Thankfully, architects play a role—a

very important role-in the determination of qualityoflife and the

smart growthof a city. Architectural sensibility allows balance

among potentially competing interests, whether by an architect

working with a developer to achieve a project's goals or by the

architect assisting community groups in understanding the

implications that zoning has on area development.

Dallas’ well-known Uptown district is a good example of a

successful planned development district (PDD). After years of

spot zoning requests, a community-led zoning effort was

established to identify areas for higher density andtransition

zones while stabilizing and protecting established neighborhoods

and allowing for new, higher density development. Today, this

FALL 2014

area is one of the most successful walkable high-density

development areas in the city. The Oaklawn PDD, which

includes mid- and low-density residential uses, also allows for

commercial and more dense office and residential products. As

we see today, it is a diverse mixed-use environment with a

walkable urban character which will continueto grow and enrich

the livesof those who live, work, and visit.

Uptown also benefits greatly from the 1983

re-introduction of the streetcar by local businessman Gene

Street. It has become a wildly popular form of public

transportation that helps maintain pedestrian scale and the

historic ambianceof the community.

Oneof Uptown's most successful built examples is West

Village. Pedestrian-scaled building and amenities, street-facing



retail, integrated housing with a mix of retail, dining and

entertainment options combine to make this a vibrant

environment. Part of what makes this increased density viable is

the availability of nearby green space and transportation options.

With the investment, preservation, and introductionof the Katy

Trail, the area becomes a rich example of green space supporting

a high density environment, It allows a live-work-play

environmenttoflourish in this quickly expanding neighborhood.

National trends in zoning are placing more emphasis on

sustainable, multi-modal, mixed-use developments. This focus

encourages pedestrian-friendly live-work communities, creating

lively desirable public spaces. Density is essential for the healthy

futureofour cities, yet requires a huge education effort with the

public in understanding the potential benefitsofwell-designed,

sour
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How Zoning Came to Be in Dallas
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ordinance, conditional zoning was handled in Dallas (as well as

mostof the country) via deed restrictions, special permits, and

specialty districts. In Dallas, these early districts were

converted to planned development districts in 1965 when an
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Standard State Zoning Enabling Act (SZEA), which is the basic

foundation for planning and zoning in the United Sates

high-density communities. New development—with an

emphasis on creating public spaces that integrate symbictically

with surrounding neighborhoods—can become a catalyst for re-

investment. The most successful projects engage with existing

stakeholders to address city planning goals, developer interests,

and opportunitiesto benefit and grow the surrounding

communities. Denver's Riverfront Commons is an urban infill

project utilizing form-based code in downtown Denver.

There are two primary typesof zoning that fall within this

framework: form-based code and SmartCode. Both promote

sustainable zoning practices with a focus on block size and high-

quality streetscape scale and design. This includes the

relationship between streetscapes andbuilding facades. These

codes allow for the indusionofarchitectural and landscape

standards that are essential in effective placemaking

FALL 2014

The only large scale exampleof implementationofform-

based code in Dallas is Dallas Midtown District. (This name may

have changedafter going to press.) The plan was adopted by the

city council in the fall of 2013, followed by a subsequent zoning

ordinance. The plan was a group effort of the City of Dallas

Planning Department, a coalition ofstakeholders (North Dallas

Chamberof Commerce, neighbors, business owners and land

owners), and realized by Omniplan Architects and Studio

Outside Landscape Architects and Planners. This 400-plus acre

plan focuses on urban design, land use and transportation as the

basis for the city's area-wide rezoning. It encourages economic

development consistent with the plan's vision statement, which

indudes the creation ofa central open space and framework of

smaller scale neighborhood parks

This Midtown District is located in the heart of North Dallas,



bounded by LB)/635 Freeway and the North Dallas Tollway,

Preston Road on the east, and Montfort to the north. According

to the Midtown Area Plan document, the intentis to inspire high

quality new development and re-development, ensure long-term

economic vibrancy, and assure environmental sustainability. One

key goalis to encourage developmentpatterns that sustain an

intense mixofactivities: living, working, shopping, entertainment

and recreation. An important aspectof the plan is the attention

to streetscape design and a mixof openspaces to support area

growth. The plan also builds upon existing assets in the district

while encouraging redevelopment of the elements within the

study area which are in dedine

Untimately, zoning can help improve quality of life, whether

through stabilizing established neighborhoods, establishing infill

developments in the urban core, or allowing for higher density

development in proximity to existing communities. The certainty

provided by zoning can help attract new investment dollars. As

the DFW metroplex continues to grow, and development

pressure continues within the urban core, zoning will have a

pivotal role to play in balancing the interests ofinvestors, existing

stakeholders, and the city, As architects, we must use zoning as a

valuable tool in creating vibrant sustainable environments. m

Joanna Hampton, AIA is a planner and designer with Morrison

Dilworth + Walls, and previously with Omniplan, where she was

instrumental in development of the Dallas Midtown Vision Plan. Diane

Collies, AIA is an architect, urban activist, and consultant currently

Dallas.with dec consulting
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Web Exclusive: See a copy of the Midtown Area

Plan at www.tiny.cc/midtownplan.

available through TKO Associates

230 Decorative Center | Dallas, TX 75207 | 214.741.6060 | www.tkoassoc.com
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Profile | Anita Moran, FAIA
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“When you ask most people about their college experience,

they rarely remember specific professors or classes—rather their

strongest memories of a university community are of events

‘outsideof the classroom. These ‘in between’ experiences and

the memories that they create are what binds someone to a

university community and compels their growth academically

and personally.”

Those resonating words are from Anita Moran, FAIA,

principal and director of collegiate recreation architecture at

Dewberry. With over 30 years’ experience in the Dallas area,

Anita has amassed a very particular skill set in the field of

recreational architecture. Twoof her more notable projects are

the Gibbs Wellness and Recreation Center at Rice University in

Houston and The Women's Museum: An Institute for the Future,

formerly in Fair Park.

Recently, we sat down over breakfast before a busy day to

discuss mentorship, wellness, and the impact of recreational

facilities in our communities.

Where did you get your start towards this profession?

come from an Italian-American family from upstate New York.

My parents’ passion for education led to my lifelong involvement

in higher education. Attending Cornell University, | received my
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bachelor of science in environmental analysis. My father believed

that architecture was a man's profession but was willing to

compromise with interior design, and this degree was

comparableto that at the time.

Afterattending the University of Virginia (UVA) for my master

ofarchitecture degree, | worked in Washington, DC, for John

Carl Warnecke. The firm was very politically connected to the

Kennedys. After coming to Texas, | worked for Fisher and

Spillman (which then became F&S Partners, now SmithGroup.)

How exactly did you end up in Texas?

My husband had finished up his master's degree at UVA in 1980

He is a mechanical engineer who designs heavy equipment for

oil and gas drilling. At the time there were few manufacturing

jobs in Washington, DC, and the economy was poor. There

were a tremendous number of people who had moved to Texas

in the early 1980s. We were going to live in Texasfor five years,

and we have been here for 34, It has been a great place to live.

How do you find ways to mentor young women in the

profession or women who are interested in going into design?

It's not about mentoring young women. It's about mentoring

young architects in general. Pat Spillman, FAIA was an amazing

mentor and he led by example. Through working for Pat, |

leamed to become a good architect. Architecture is a wonderful

career and one that, as practitioners, we should value.

| think some of my design interests rubbed off on our

daughter. She just movedto Portland, OR, where sheworks for

NIKE as a skateboard shoe designer. Design does matter: | have

found throughout my entire career that people value good

design. Now thatbelief has been handed down to our daughter.

You are also on the University of North Texas College of

Visual Arts & Design (CVAD) Advisory Board. What is that

experience like for you?

My involvement on the advisory board is a blessing. | have the

opportunity to support oneof the few design programs in the

metroplex. We meet every quarter to discuss what is going on in

the college. We are ambassadors for great design and a great

college. Personally, | can get behind promoting our growing

design community, one that is not only in Denton but also

spreads across the entire Dallas area. The deanof the college,

Robert Milnes, is just remarkable. He retires in September and

he will be missed. He is a great personal friend and a

tremendous leader. That said, CVAD and UNT are dynamic

institutions and will find a new vibrant leader. m

Interview by James Adams, AIA, RIBA, a senior associate with Corgan.
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Profile | Denton Wilson

enone ee

As assistant vice president of design and construction for

Methodist Health System (MHS), Denton Wilson is currently

overseeing three consecutive healthcare projects here in the

DFW area with a combined budget exceeding $360 million. A

firm proponent of open communication, his collaboration-based

approach gathers all individuals early in the project: architects,

engineers, contractors, and owners. By carefully assembling

these mega-teams, Denton's strategy embraces a philosophy

based on the open-source sharing of knowledge and expertise,

and on camaraderie and trust built among teams and trades.

Recently nominated for the 2014 Changemakerof the Year

award, bestowed by the Center for Health Design, Denton sat

down with us to grab a coffee at Oddfellows in Bishop Arts District

to discuss his passion for building collaborative teams and projects.

Many people in the industry use the term “collaboration” and

“team.” How would you define these terms in your projects?

In today's market, the definition of team has been elevated

to a level of understanding focused on common ground. We see

this common ground centered on a group of people committed

to one another, to the project team, and to the project's goals.

But what truly unifies the team is a common vision. A team that

is synchronized on this notion possesses a very strong level of

accountability and understands that success is determined by the

whole process and not just individual achievement.If you truly

desire the best outcomes, then you need to establish a common

vision within the team. True collaboration aligns multidisciplinary

knowledge with the great technologies at hand.

What are the benefits of a collaborative approach versus the

more traditional project delivery methods?

The collaborative processgives the designers more time,

options, and flexibility, and a greater understanding of what best

value means to a project. Traditionally, the reduction of design

potential is encountered much further into the project timeline

when decisions are made to value-engineer or redesign. By

realigning the knowledge of architects, engineers, and other

project individuals upfront, we encounter fewer schedule

impacts, better constructability, and much more efficient models

What are some challenges you face in transitioning individuals

to these collaborative team models?

Part of the challenge is the amountoftime spent upfront—the

front-loading of knowledge can be intimidatingto many owners.

However, the proper aligning of knowledge-based teams is crucial in

the beginning. Great design does not just happen. It has to evolve
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and grow as a collaborative process. The ability to implement BIM

technologies, combined with efficent team-building strategies,

speedsup the delivery process. Even on the most well-managed

projects the misalignment of processes and information will cost

time, money, and measurable value, Therefore, we implement a

strategy called “slowing down, to speed up." Everyone stil has his or

her individual responsbilties and tasks, but we take the timeto

establish and define ourmilestone targets during our pull-planning

sessions. This allowsus to define the roadblocks ahead and move

forward accordingly.

How would you summarize the power of team collaboration

and the benefits to the individuals involved in your projects?

| have been blessed to work with some very talented individuals

who are proudof what they do. We work in environments built

on-site to allow collaboration by working alongside one another.

This exposes all disciplinesto one another and gives everybody

access to communal information. By working in this manner, we

are able to re-align knowledge and information quicker and more

efficiently by making it accessibleto the entire project team.

You are afirm believer in a properworkilife balance. What

does the term “quality of life” mean to you?

For me, its the ability to tun your mind off. It can be difficult to

disconnect yourseff from the distractionsof the workplace at the

endof the day. | want to find that balance and betterment for my

family and mysetf | will tell you very proudlythat the strength and

support of my bride and bestfriend for 28 years has been the

behind-the-scenes foundationof my workplace successes. For me,

it is about finding ways to spend time with my family and really

connect with them. | have made it my priority since my son was

six years old to write him notes: thoughts | wantedto tell him or

share with him. That helped me slow downand find that balance

of family. He will tell you today that he still has all those notes.

What do you want people to know about your how you work

and operate with your teams?

Personally, my motivationsfor the MHS projects | oversee are

not necessarily rooted in winning design awards or recognition. |

want to take all these projects combined and make the industry

better. The healthcare industry is getting stronger and smarter

becauseof these collaborative measures. People across all

segments and disciplines are getting tremendous betterment for

themselves individually as they comeoff these projects knowing

more about the whole process. My teams know that | strive to

create opportunitiesthat can help make their subsequent

projects better. If you create these opportunities and experiences

now, then the process will have sustained its purpose for future

projects and endeavors.

Inteview by Ezra Loh, Assoc. AIA, a designer with Corgan.

Read an extended interview with Denton

find out what a VPof design and construction

does, how he motivates his mega-teams, and

what a typical day is like for him.
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photographer. See his art at www.tiny.ce/
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Compiled by Katie Hitt, Assoc. AIA

BUILDINGS THAT PROMOTE

WELL-BEING

How does the sensory experience of buildings contribute

to well-being and productivity? This was a topic explored in the

7th Windsor Conference in the UK, where the participants

considered the changing context of comfort in an unpredictable

world. Their discussions affirmed that an improved understanding

of the interaction between humans and their environments offers

a chance to add increased depth to building design and make

better buildings. They contend that well-being, productivity, and

the sensory experience are fundamental and universal concepts

concerningthe relationship between buildings and occupants.

Someofthe highlights outlined in the proceedings offer keen

insight. For example:

|. Design improves when the building engineer or architect

becomes more ofa psychologist and less of a technologist

Thisallows the thought process to move from an

understanding how the building affects our physiology to an

appreciation of human psychology. This human-centered

perspective may be complemented by a fuller

understandingof the sensory experience.

NA HOFF

2. Well-being is not wholly a technical issue it will always have

deeply personal and moral perspectives and these should

not be overlooked.

3. Any buildings and its systems can be designed with well-

being in mind even when that is not its primary purpose.

4. The science of well-being provides a perspective for

designing different sensory interventions,

5, Understanding the relationship between a building and its

inhabitants can result in a wider spectrum of design

possibilities and outcomes.

6. From an improved understandingofwell-being and

productivity new design opportunities emerge.

The following Gallery pages provide some insightful designs

from Dallasarchitects that exemplify how well-being has been

thoughtfully integrated into buildings whose actual purpose is to

enhance and invigorate personal quality of life. Enjoy!
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BUILDINGS THAT PROMOTE

WELL-BEING

eras oN Yt

ENT: City of Dallas Park and Recreation Teese are oN Welle] s

Department LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Mesa Design Group Associates
(ae eum Vesna Usa kee UN beet Cieew nes

GENERAL CONTRACTOR: Speed Fab-Crete

CHURCHILL RECREATION CENTER biatias. 1x
DSGN Associates

The original Churchill Recreation Center was awell-used and well- sunscreens and trellises. Selected materials and patterns of the

liked workout and meeting faclity in north Dallas. The program for _existing building were reinterpreted and carriedintothe addition so

the 4,480-square-foot expansion called for additional multipurpose _as to respect the characterof the original, award-winning 1998

rooms, a larger workout center, and new locker fadlities. In addition building while establishing a unique identity for the expansion. The

tothe required spaces, DSGN expanded an outdoor courtyard and project was completed 14% below budget, and the center remained

improved views to the wooded surroundings. The expansion is open throughout construction.

oriented for generous natural light and views, and shaded by steel
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CLIENT Eclipse Development eM e ==. ee eee MEP ENGINEER: Jordan & Skala Engineers Inc

PROJECT TEAM: Jeffrey L. Good, AIA; LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: SMR Landscape GENERAL CONTRACTOR: Hill &Wilkinson

ea eee sees eee General Contractors

DESIGN CONSULTANT: Studio Arthur Casas STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Hunt & Joiner

EQUINOX ob.
Good Fulton & Farrell

The first Equinox Club location in Dallas transformed a former

automobile dealership into a showcase for a branded lifestyle

focused on fitness and health. The existing buildings were

transformed into two basic blocks. The first block, now sheathed in a

black composite panel skin, houses the reception area, yoga room.

spa, and sublease retail spaces. The second block, featuring white

translucent panels ona plinth ofglass and natural cedar, houses the

ardio floor, pool. locker rooms, and two levels of structured

parking. The blocks are linked by a two-and-a-half story atrium,

animated with suspended freeform color plexi panels. one of several

significant art installations by local Dallas artists. The 45.000-square-

foot dub interior combines the use of modern European tiles and

veneers with the contrasting simplicity of exposed structure ceilings.

The overall impression reflects the upscale, modern, urban dientele

which Equinox attracts
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BUILDINGS THAT PROMOTE

WELL-BEING

JECT TEAM: Phil Callison, AIA; Courtney

aan eee

Wea Wes Wiel -.a SIGNAGE: Babendure Design Group

DIABETES HEALTH WELLNESS INSTITUTE

AT JUANITAJ.CRAFT RECREATION CENTER Diatias. 1x
Perkins+ Will

The Diabetes Health and Wellness Institute at JuanitaJ. Craft completely transformed from the interior. The projec also indudes a

Recreation Center is the result of a collaboration between the City new two-story entry, lobby. and main corridor, as well as a4.500-

of Dallas Park and Recreation Department and the Baylor Healthcare square-foot administrative additionto the south endof the facility.

Southern Sector Healthcare Initiative. It represents afirst-of-its kind Designed for seamless interaction, the wellness program and

facility designedto treat and prevent diabetes holistically through recreation center now coexist and support each other, maintaining and

diagnosis, treatment, education, and physical activity. The existing expanding the existing facility's role within the surrounding community

21,000-square-foct Juanita Jewel Craft Recreation Center was
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MAYO CLINIC'S DAN ABRAHAM HEATHLY LIVING CENTER echester. MN
Dewberry

This new wellness center located on Mayo Clinic's Rochester

campus is a three-story, | 10,000-square-foot facility to serve dlinic

employees. The center provides expansive space for aerobic

conditioning. strength training, swimming andaquatic therapy, and

programs in nutrition, weight management, and stress management.

Educational spaces include classrooms, alibrary, resource areas, and

a demonstration kitchen. The facllty also houses research areas

induding physical assessment spaces, labs, and exam rooms that

enable researchersto capture and analyze data relatedto the

effectiveness of fitness programs. Features indude space for yoga and

massage therapy, spedial workout rooms for women and beginners,

a running track, lap and therapy pools, and a large room for spinning

(stationary bike) courses with a projection screen for “virtual” rides
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WELL-BEING
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DANA HOFF

ENT: Universityof North Florida CIVIL ENGINEER: Bowen Civil Engineering Inc. LANDSCAPE A fea UE
ARCHITECT OF RECORD: Borrelli + Partners Ivica Ness cmt eats

EGNeler ui eerie peri ene ae

cfNorth administration, academics, group studios, and locker facilities on the

first floor. The second floor primarily c of exercise opti

with some small administration and support areas. A runni

and Ph n Departments, as well as pr the third floor. The building received certification

recreation facilities. Program elements are simply

FALL 2014
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POLYTRONIX, INC. SKETCH...
www.DOODLESKETCHBOOK.com

PolyvisionTM Switchable

Privacy Glass

Polytronix, Inc. is the only U.S. manufacturer of PolyvisionTM

Switchable Privacy Glass. Their unique design elements can THE DOODLE: A SKETCHBOOK WITH QUOTES

beusedfor hospitals, offices, conference rooms and other

interior designs. Privacy glass is energy efficient, cost effec-

tive and reduces waste from the fabric and cleaning that "| believe in the imagination. What | cannot see is
hospital curtains and blinds produce. The glass provides avir- aia é. f
tually germ free environment providingprotectionfor both infinitely more important than what | can see
the patient and the hospital. This is one of the special fea-

turesoffered for Privacy Gloss by Polylroni. Duane Michals

www.polyironixglass.com

CRAFTSMANSHIP.
contemporary

to classical
‘CUSTOM MOULDINGS

‘QSIDINGS

OLD GROWTH DOUG FIR

WINDOWS&DOORS

RADIUS MILLWORK

CNCICAD

Millwork Fabrication & Installation Services

“Weill never be the biggest, but we'll always be the best”

Last Tangent is proud to announceour accreditation by

the Architectural Woodwork Institute as a manufacturer of

premium grade wood and laminate casework, laminated

tops, standing and running trim, and factory finishing.

Last Tangent, LLC

P.O. BOX 2160

Athens, TX 75751

Tel (903) 292-1743

Cell (214) 882-7833

Fax (903) 292-1745
jORKS

FETE

Pa eelsh Pa)support@lasttangent.com
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By David Preziosi

n2 5 was

erected in 1939 to serve as modern-day

concrete temple to sports. The stadium,

like manyofthe athletes that competed

onitsfield, served valiantly as a landmark

forthe city.

PC. Cobb, the director of athletics for

the Dallas high schools, launched a

campaign in 1937 to build this new

athletic stadium. The city donated an

abandoned water department settling

basin at the corner of Oak Lawn Avenue

and what would eventually become

Stemmons Freeway for the effort, but

onlyif Cobb could produce a stadium in

five years. With the help of WPA funding

and the sale of $150,000 in bonds, the

stadium was completed in just two!

Asimple streamlined Moderne

stadium was designed by Hoke Smith, a

local architect. The design called for a

massive horseshoe structure for the

stadium and an accompanying field house.

The full designfor the stadium was never

built and only two sides of the stands

were completed, Even with the reduced

design, the stadium still held 22,000

people. Constructed of reinforced

concrete with steel every 16 inches, it

was a solid structure which included such

design details as bas relief panels with

figures of athletes engaging in the sports

of football, baseball, and track and field.

When the new stadium opened, it was

named Dal-Hi Stadium, but in 1957 was

renamed PC. Cobb Stadium and Field

House in honorof Cobb for hisefforts to

construct the stadiumandto recognize

his longtime service as athletic director.

Trammel Crow purchased the site in

1982 and demolished the stadium and

field house to make way for the

constructionof the InfoMart. Even though

Crow was responsible for the stadium's

demise, he was also responsible for saving

piecesof the bas relief panels which were

donated to the City of Dallas for possible

reuse in parks. One day, pieces of the

venerable Cobb Stadium may grace some

ofDallas’ parks for the enjoyment of the

public, reminding usof a great icon of

sporting architecture in Dallas.
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Critique | Professionals Share Perceptions of Publications

Charles HL
M ntgomery_

Happy City

What is a happy city? How might you

measure such a complex feeling? Through

interviews and discussions with various

urban, suburban, and exurban residents,

Charles Montgomery, journalist and

author of Happy City, takes his wonderful

storytelling to the streets to find what

makes people happy and how city

planning and design might be a factor.

Through research, Montgomery

investigates the relationship between

what we say makes us happy and what

truly does, enumerating past mistakes in

planning our cities (long commutes,

suburban isolation, etc.) and dissecting

unexpected “happy cities’ that exist today.

To no surprise, those cities making social

beings the top priority tend to fair better,

and while this hasn't historically been the

case in America, it is never too late to

turn it all around.

Happy Cityis published by Macmillan. m

Reviewed by Ryan Flener, Assoc. AIA, an

intern with Good Fulton & Farrell.

Luis Vidal + Architects:
From Process to

Results

Playful in its order without excessive

prose or posturing, this book by Laurence

King Publishing peels back the curtain and

provides an honest opportunity to see

beyond the brand and really understand

the trajectoryof Luis Vidal + Associates, a

10-year-old practice

The studio's method is described as

...a common insistence on the centrality

of individual human experience in relation

to everyday objects and spaces

embedded in social processes.” The

author, Clare Melhuish, outlines this

process in an organized fashion from
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design through results. Yet the infographic

approach layout is littered with bold

imagery, architectural photography, and

humanizing imagesof the people

involved.

Most fascinating is the degree to which

Vidal's expertise in massive public buildings

is grounded in an effort of understanding

the human scale, and the examples

provided to showease this focus. m

Reviewed by James Adams, AIA, RIBA,

senior associate with Corgan.

Luis Vidal's work will be presented in the

exhibition “ENCOUNTERS” at the Dallas

Center for Architecture from September 10 to

October 31. The show will open with a talk

and book signing with Vidal on September

10. Visit www.DallasCFA.com for details.



thanks for

the view,

Understanding

Architecture

It is never too late to read

Understanding Architecture. The

compilation of essays and images of

seminal buildings by Robert McCarter and

Juhani Pallasmaa makes for a rare book

‘that stimulates the intellect and delights

the eyes—and, in doing so, calls for an

understanding and appreciation of

architecture that is layered, holistic, and

comprehensive.

Professor McCarter teaches at

Washington University in St. Louis and is

an accomplished author. Finnish architect

Pallasmaa is a superstar who happens to

have the goods to back up that stardom,

Overthe last few decades, Pallasmaa has

practiced and written extensively about

architecture. His book The Eyesof the

‘Skin: Architecture and the Senses has

become required reading in architecture

schools and has, in the process, become

sort ofa manifest that comes to mind

when we are bombarded daily with image

after image of buildings from all corners of

Thanks for the View,

Mr. Mies

Today, outsiders see Detroit as being

as apocryphal as it once was productive. As

a city undergoing the worstof urban crises

and having a notorious reputation for crime

and corruption, Detroit can seem a dark or

forbidden place. Within allof this sits a

visionof Ludwig Mies van der Rohe—and

that is Lafayette Park, an affordable, middle-

dass residential neighborhood that has

outlasted modernism to become one of

the most socially and racially integrated

places in Detroit.

Thanks for the View, Mr. Miesis a

beautifully crafted historical survey and

the globe. Quite sensibly, Pallasmaa argues

that architecture is more than "image" and

must instead be conceived and appreciated

as something involving all senses. A quick

snapshot won't do it, and one-liners won't

do it either.

Through this lens, Understanding

Architecture reintroduces us to several

gems and asksus to reconsider these

places via an original prism. Ronchamp,

Unity Temple, the Pantheon, the

Barcelona Pavilion, andour very own

Menil Collection and Kimbell Museum,

among many others, will never be the

same again after being filtered by

McCarter and Pallasmaa.

For those who read the book

(published by Phaidon Press) as an

introduction to architecture, the experience

will be unexpected. For those of us who

think we know architecture, it will leadus to

rethink and see (andfeel, and listen to...)

architecture in a new and refreshed way,

reminding us at every page why we fell in

love with it in the first place. m

Reviewed by Dallas architect Eurico

Francisco, AIA.

living account of the Mies- designed

complex. With interviews and essays by

residents, archived and new photographs,

and various property surveys, the book

(Metropolis) examines the way in which its

residents interact with each other and the

modernist landscape surrounding them.

The final product is a surprising and uplifting

account for a city that is often not so.

The book published by Metropolis

Books is edited by Danielle Aubert, Lana

Cavar, and Natasha Chandani. =

Reviewed by Ryan Flener, Assoc. AIA, an

intern with Good Fulton& Farrell.
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By Robert Croysdale, AIA

In Context
Continued from page 9

TRACY ALLYN

Harry Stone Recreation Center has been a neighborhood

attraction in old East Dallas since opening its doors in 1957, The

original architect was George Christensen. Over the decades

though, the cramped and overused building was ill-equipped to

servea diverse, multi-generational population. In early 2012, the

recreation center closed its doors. Then, the center was

expanded and updatedunder the directionof the Dallas Park

and Recreation Department through its Renaissance Plan and

with strong advocacy from the Ferguson Road Initiative. It

reopened in 2013

The center's expansion carefully designed by GSR Andrade

Architects transformed the center to accommodate modern

standards of community recreation. A wing oflight with colorful

curtainwall facades now addresses the neighborhood in a

welcoming, exciting way. In the new state-of-the-art fitness center,

the random pattern of blue glass panes frame views to nature and

highlight the connection to the outdoors. Inside, the material

palette is a rugged mixtureofstained concrete, brick, glazed

CMU, and steel. Awide light-filled interior thoroughfare connects

the front officetothe multi-purpose rooms, a laptop bar, the

refurbished dance studio, and two renovated indoor gyms,

As the main gateway and junction for sports in the adjacent

park, the front plaza becomes the public living room for crossing

paths and even includes sculptural bike racks. Integrating lush,

native vegetationinto the design, the building is also sited to

preserve and exhibit the beautiful existing live oak trees, which

provide shade and filtered light.

‘As a symbolof the community's unwavering support and

spirit, this rejuvenated recreation center will enable future

generationsto experience health and wellness together. =

Robert Croysdale, AIA is vice president for academic/institutional

environments at GSR Andrade Architects.
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Web Exclusives

Profile | Denton Wilson

Read an extended interview with

Denton, assistant vice president of

design and construction for

Methodist Health System, at Bee
worwrtiny.cchwilson-profile.

Denton Wilson is also a prolific and

talented photographer. See his art at

www.tiny.cc/wilson-photos.

Profile | Anita Moran, FAIA.

She's considered a pioneer in the

design of campus recreation

centers. Read an extended

interview with her at

wwwainy.cc/moran-profile

In the Zone

As discussed in the article, the

Midtown Area Plan has impacted Eyal
the entire city’s area-wide rezoning

efforts. See a copy ofthe plan at El]
wwwtiny.cc/mictownplan,

Nebraska Furniture Mart

Proud to have designed the largest single-occupantretail store

in the United States

DBE* WBE" HUB Certified

American Subcontractors Associationof North Texas

Outstanding Engineering Firm

2012, 2011, 2010, 2009

17300 Dallas Parkway, Suite 3000

Dallas, Texas 75248

972.239.5357

500 Main Street, Suite 640

Fort Worth, Texas 76102

www:purdy-meguire.com 817.989.6588
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