




C O N N E C T I C U T A R C H I T E C T 

S E V E N T Y - F I V E CENTS M A R C H - A P R I L 1972 

^ R C n i T b C - ! o 

f . p n 4 i972 

L I B R A R Y 

r LlUl 

J 



0 

i f y o u d o n ' t l i k e o u r p r o f i l e s . . . 

d e s i g n your own! 
/ ( = ) ( = 3 / ' = ^ C = J ' = ^ 

SPLIT STRIATED SPLIT RIBBED 

SCORED HEX 

l ° l l ° l 

f 1 i i 

w e c a n m a k e i t - . . Y e s , w e m a n u f a c t u r e al l these 

p ro f i l e un i t s a n d m o r e ! D e s i g n e r s n o w c a n e n j o y c o m p l e t e 

f r e e d o m w i t h t he k n o w l e d g e t ha t P l a s t i c r e t e c a n s u p p l y 

c u s t o m d e s i g n e d m a s o n r y un i t s f o r y o u r b u i l d i n g . T h e s e 

a r c h i t e c t d e s i g n e d u n i t s a r e c r e a t e d fo r i n t e r i o r a n d ex te r io r 

a p p l i c a t i o n s . P l a s t i c r e t e p r o f i l e m a s o n r y u n i t s l e n d 

d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r to w a l l s . . . c o m b i n i n g C o l o r a n d 

T e x t u r e . . . w i t h . . . D u r a b i l i t y a n d E c o n o m y . A l l P las t i c re te 

p ro f i l e u n i t s a re A u t o c l a v e d ( p r e s h r u n k ) to m a i n t a i n 

p r o d u c t s tab i l i t y a n d i n s u r e c r a c k f ree w a l l s . D e t a i l e d 

d e s c r i p t i v e l i t e r a t u r e i l l u s t r a t i n g t h e c o m p l e t e l i ne of 

" G r e a t P r o f i l e s " by P l a s t i c r e t e is a v a i l a b l e o n reques t . 

(Approved by B.S. & A, Under Cal. No. 523-67-SM) 
DEEP GROOVED 

plas t ic re te c o r p o r a t i o n 
1883 Dixwell Ave.. Hamden. Connec t i cu t 06514 • Te l . 2881641 



How to Make Sure of 
the RightHeatand 
Power Installation 

Specify an instal lat ion that uses o i l , 
Connecticut's most reliable, secure and 
economical source of energy. 

Our vice president of engineering, 
Walter Temple, will be glad to pro 
^ide you with free consultation ser
vice to help you with your projects. 
Phone 203-787-2175 
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NEW ENGLAND'S FOREMOST 
INDEPENDENT FUEL COMPANY 

900 Chapel Street, New Haven, Conn. 0 6 5 1 0 

Telephone: 203 -787 -2175 



There are 
some homes one of 

our Improvement Loans 
won't help 

When a cl ient is interested in a major improvement of 
his home or property, he should be advised that the First New 
Haven National Bank is a major source of such loans. 

Twenty convenient ly- located offices in south central 
Connect icut make us easy to f ind — and easy to do business 
with. 

When it comes to 
Improvement Loans 

you can't 
improve on 

F I R S T 
NATIONAL B A N K 
MEMBER FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM • FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 

Main Office: One Church Street. New Haven 
Other Offices in: New Haven(7), Hamden East Haven, 
West Haven, Allingtown, Milford (2), Devon. Branford (2), 
Orange, Guilford, Derby, and Wallingford 

Publisher's Uneasy Chair 
We had hoped to include in 

tliis issue a story about Environ
mental Protection Commissioner 
Dan W. Lufkin's talk on Febru
ary 23 at Albertus Magnus Col
lege, New Haven. Time and 
space intervened between the 
thought and the act. Perhaps we 
can draw an impression from his 
fine talk with one quote ex
tracted from its center: "We are 
beginning to be aware of the 
mess we are in now and the 
greater mess we are going to be 
in if we don't begin to control the 
use and abuse of our finite, in
terconnected natural resources." 

Protecting the environment is 
great, and we're all for it. What 
is scary is the way we Ameri
cans tend to overreact. Work up 
a strong emotional appeal, give 
it good communication in all the 
media, and the alert politicians 
and their brothers (and sisters) 
in bureaucracy take it from 
there. This can be good or bad 
depending on what you have to 
gain or lose. We could do such 
an outstanding job in saving the 
environment that our entire 
economy could be flushed dov î 
the drain with all the clean 
water. Worth reading on this 
subject is Peter F. Drucker's 
"How Best to Protect the En
vironment" in the March issue 
of Reader's Digest. 

As far as Connecticut Archi
tect is concerned, tliis issue takes 
a deep look into a young New 
Haven architectural firm whose 
members would rather do monu
mental building jobs than build 
monuments. Charles DuBose has 
wiitten a worthwhile article 
about the evolution, revolution, 
and hopeful solution to archi
tects' design aspirations, and 
Bob Mutrux takes a penetrating 
look at the ecosystem and its 
prospects in the remaining years 
of the twentieth century. We 
swing out of state to look at 
what a Connecticut architect has 
designed for mountain country 
in Vermont, and then back to 
see what a Philadelphia archi
tect has designed for Yale in 
New Haven. 

New Haven Trap Rock has 
done an outstanding clean-up 
job at its marine terminal in 
Pine Orchard. Its environmental 
control structure designed by 
Henry A. Pfisterer will be the 
subject of an article soon in the 
Connecticut Architect. 

CoNxVECTicuT ARCHITECT 



Connecticut Architect is pub
lished every other month for 
The Connecticut Society of 
Architects, a chapter of The 
American Institute of Archi
tects, and is the oflBcial pubh-
cation of the Society. 
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FRONT C O V E R : New Haven's Environ
mental Design Gronp restored an old 
carriage house to create a stimulating 
work place for its members. Interior 
sketch by Michael Tom Graliam shows 
the conversation pit "where things get 
done." Story on page 10. 
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Who's Minding the Ecosystem? 

Robert H . Mutrux, A I A 

If all papers written to date on 
ecology were set on fire, the at
mosphere wonld be polluted for 
miles around. And everything of 
importance has still not been said. 

One is the fact that a lot of the 
blame for the things that may hap
pen before the register rings 2,000 
A.D. can be traced directly to the 
world's architects. 

The wTitten and the erected 
records bear this out. Away back 
in the time of the six-day week, 
the Architect of the Universe 
created an environment which was 
supposedly perfect. Then man, 
with the aid of woman, blew it. 
The seri^ent (history's first Ph.B. 
in Human Behavior) played on 
man's ego with the words, "Ye shall 
be as gods," a phrase which, losing 
nothing in the translation, means 
"You, too, can be an architect!" 

Since then man, with a minimum 
of aptitude and no previous ex
perience, has been doing his own 
creating, and almost everything he 
has turned his T-square to has gone 
sour. Noah, the first naval arclii-
tect, crammed his entire family and 
all those animals into a project that 
had only one window. (Viz. the 
King James, the Jerusalem, the 
Douai, and the New English 
Bil)les.) Solomon, in all his glory 
and wisdom, lost his temple be-
eanse lie didn't make it fireproof. 

Today's maitre d'ocm re designed 
the house his client can't afford and 
the high-rise that everybody hates. 
He invented the church which 
can't pay its tax(\s and which no
body attends. He designed the 
factory that fills the air with sulfur 
dioxide and poisons the water with 
mercury. He dreamed up the 
bridge which made possible the 
superhighway to host the auto
mobile everyone wants two of so 
we can maintain om annual quota 
of .50,000 casualties. And he plan-

"The Ancient of Days" 

ned the city which breeds dirt and 
disease and poverty and crime and 
ever>' fonn of human corruption. 

With a record like that, what 
can the architect do, short of self-
immolation, to redeem himself? 
With his name in accusingly big 
letters on that bronze plaque, he 
certainly can't say, like the defend
ants at Nureinberii, that he was 
only following orders! 

It may already be too late. Bariy 
Connnoner, in his book "The Clos
ing Circle," warns that unless we 
make some massive changes, we 
will all go down the drain in thirty 
years. And be recycled in the 
process. 

\Iay1)e it isn't too late. The archi
tect of the fntnre n i a \ ' be a team 
composed of the ecologist, the 
economist, the social scientist, 
and the environmentalist, working 
closely with the engineers, the 
demographers, the bankers, the de
velopers, and the c()in]Mil(u-. This 
tt̂ am (also called a "consortium") 
may show us, just in time, how to 
build dwellings the poor can afl̂ ord 
— and ])e proud of; how to design 
the factories to make the things we 

need — and to sort out the things 
wo don't; how it is possible to build 
cities and neighborhoods where all 
races, creeds, and income-levels can 
lively happily and permanently as 
well as visit — and still get rid of 
the scnvage in a way that nature 
won't reject. 

But it will be a team for which 
the architect, who for five thousand 
years did a fairly creditable job for 
kings, bishops, and giant corpora
tions, must still try out to assure 
himself a position. He nuist prove 
that he is the only one who can 
contribute the element of imagina
tion and inspiration which will 
make the wodd of tomorrow a truly 
liveable environment for all society, 
and that this element is not to be 
found in the slide rule, the test-
tube, or the principles of physics. 

It goes without saying that if, ac
cording to Senator Abraham Ribi-
coff, we do indeed "build more in 
the next thirty years than in all 
our previous history," that stagger
ing amount of man-made environ
ment must respond to the needs of 
the spirit and soul as well as the 
body of all men, not merely the en
dowed minority. It is a challenge 
that the architect has never befon 
had to face. 

But it can be met. For the first 
time, the team, rather than the in-
(li\ idnal. w ill he called upon to pro
duce the world's architectural 
works of art. 

A dream? Perhaps. But, as stated 
in the Proverbs, "Where there are 
no dreams, the people perish." 
Survival, with this as its goal, is 
worth whatever it costs. 

It's not too late to start. And 
who knows? On the day of dedica
tion, say about 1983, wlien the rib
bon is cut, people may start going 
hack into that church. The\ i i i a \ 

even find out what the First Archi
tect's master-plan was all about. • 

CONNECTICUT ARCHTTECT 



TRSS HOUSE 

Wilmington, Vermont 

O F F I C E ] O F 

B R U C E P O R T E R A R N E I L L , 

A R C H I T E C T S 

Haynes Brothers, Inc., General Contractor 
Convenient entrance way is at 
second level. 

VV̂ hen Bnice P. Anicill dcsii^iKnl 
a seventy-foot-higli vacation house 
in Wilmington, Vermont, the con
tractor named it tlie "Tree House.' 
Perched near the top of a hillside, 
it was for architect Bruce Ameill 
an experimental hillside tower 
house for single or multiple-family 
living. Among native Vermonters, 
some like it and some do not — 
with most of the split appraisal 
in favor. 

Facile function. 

The architect had three basic 
thoughts in mind in his design and 
execution of the house. First, he 
sought a practical way to use in
expensive, treeless, steep sites for 
housing while leaving good, flat, 
more valuable land with trees in its 
natural state. Second, he wanted 
to find a practical way to make a 
second home very flexible and yet 
have very little wasted space. 
Third, he wanted a practical exer
cise to determine if, by using a 
simple, practical, box-shape, he 
could design an interesting house 
or row of houses which could be 
built easily in large numbers. 

Since the Tree House was to be 
used mostly during the skiing sea
son, the concept of using steep land 
as an experiment made good sense. 
Land in ski areas is becoming in
creasingly expensive, and the flatter 
tree-covered areas are becoming 
cluttered with houses. By using 
the side of a hill, a vertical house 
takes less land. It can be entered 
at various levels, usually has a good 
view, destroys fewer trees, and 
leaves more valuable land in its 
natural state. 

The basic program for the house 
was a mudroom, two ski rooms, 
living room, dining area, kitchen, a 
lower living-dining-kitchen area, six 
bedrooms, a sauna, and a storage 
area. The house can be used as a 

one-family house with adults and 
guests on upper levels and young
sters on lower levels. The lower 
living-dining-kitchen area in this 
case can be used for either a bar, 
playroom, family, or work area, or 
any eombination of these functions. 

Or, the house can be used as a 
two three-bedroom-apartinent com
plex. The lower apartment has an 
entrance under the bridge with a 
ski room or mudroom, three bed
rooms, living-dining-kitchen unit 
and a bathroom. The upper apart
ment has a mudroom in the covered 
bridge, a ski room, three bedrooms, 
a living room, dining-kitchen unit, 
a large loft overlooking the living 
room, and a bathroom. 

By moving windows and some 
minor parts, the steel frame and 
side walls could be used by ad
jacent houses. This would create 
row houses for the sides of hills 
and still provide for multiple usage. 
In fact, by plugging the houses to
gether, more plan variations would 
be possible at far lower cost. 

At present, the house is being 
used as a ski club using all except 
the lowest level, which is rented as 
a one bedroom apartment. 

Because this was an experimental 
house with myriad problems en
countered in the experiment, the 
overall cost was higher by far than 
would be involved in subsequent 
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A B O V E : From ifs hillside vantage 
point the Tree House stands tall 
among the trees and commands on 
airy view. B E L O W : Entrance and 
parking area ore located con
veniently. 

Fourth level. 

Third level 

Second level. 
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construction. Considering such vari
ables as mountain area building 
costs and contractor ability, types 
of finishes, hghting, and built-ins, 
the house would cost between $20 
and $30 a square foot, or from 
$40,000 to $60,000. This could be 
reduced by eliminating the lower 
level. 

If a system were developed for 
mass producing the house with the 
knowledge the architect has de
veloped, it could be used easily on 
Hat sites, as well. The lower level 
could be used as a half basement 
or eliminated and used for parking. 
Another possibility would be to 
eliminate the lower level and either 
put the house on a slab, or drop 
the second level into a half base
ment. The variables for Mr. Ar-
neill's Tree House are unlimited 
and yet fall within a basic module 
system. 

In the pilot house, all furniture 
except a few chairs and dining 
tables is built-in. There is storage 
under all beds, and all couches or 
cushioned areas in the ski rooms 
have storage below and can double 
as beds. All the polyfoam mat
tresses are covered with colorful 
fabrics so the house looks neat and 
tidy even when sleeping bags are 
rolled or out of the way. 

All mattresses, couches, bolsters, 
pillows, throw pillows and curtains 
were made in variables of five 
colors, delivered to the site as one 
package, and installed in about an 
hour. For all practical purposes, 
they comprise the entire interior 
furnishings. With carpet through
out and this simple and colorful 
interior scheme, maintenance is 
simple. The house can be cleaned 
quickly and look orderly, even 
when a group of skiers has just 
left or is in the house. 

riicrc are possibilitit^s for twent\ -
one beds, excluding the use of 
couches in the living room or bunks 
in the lofts. 

By using a special exterior wall 
system integrated into and serving 
die complex structural system, a 
double insulating and hollow wall 

A B O V E : Mountain view is exciting from the comfort of 
the living room. B E L O W : Interior combines function v<ith 
comfort. 

was developed. With this good in
sulation and the careful selection 
of windows and efficient use of 
space, electric heat made very good 
sense even though the house was 
located and used in a rugged win
ter climate. 

The heating system is set up with 
blowers and baseboard units so it 
can be left at forty-five degrees, and 
within twenty minutes house tem
perature can be brought toward 
seventy degrees. Also, in the event 
of power failure, the extra amount 
of insulation allows the house to 
stay much warmer for a longer 
period of time than most houses. 
By having a totally electric house, 
there are less chances of things go
ing wrong and maintenance can be 
provided by one source, except for 
plumbing. However, the piping is 
all in one wall with the balcony 
plumbed for a future small bath
room, so it can be used for a master 
bedroom or guest room. 

"This particular house has been 
used summer and winter. It has 
been used for a one-family dwell
ing, a two-family dwelling, a ski 
club, and an apartment. It has been 
used for summer weekends and 
vacations and for the skiing season. 
In all cases, it has proved to be 
most enjoyable, very functional, 
and easy to maintain," Mr. Ameill 
said. 

Collaborating with the Office of 
Bruce Porter Ameill, AIA, were 
Francis Associates, Inc., Marion, 
Massachusetts, mechanical engi
neering; Office of Rudolph Besier, 
Old Saybrook, structural engineer
ing; Oflfice of Raymond Doemberg, 
New Haven, interior consultant; 
and Office of Sylvan R. Shemitz, 
West Haven, lighting consultant. • 

B R U C E P O R T E R A R N E I L L , AIA, holds 
hachelor and master degrees in architec
ture from Yale and has completed addi
tional study at Mexico City College and 
L'Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Active 
in couununity affairs, he was chairman 
of New Haven's United Fund campaign 
in 1971. 
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Brick silo odds dimension and 
tiouses service facilities. 

In the past seven years. Environ
mental Design Group has improved 
the lot of a West Indies island com
munity; ensured the character 
preservation of a Vermont wild-
land; changed the face and feel of 
a New Haven school; created an 
atmosphere for social interaction 
in a girls' dormitory in Pennsyl
vania; involved the citizens of a 
Connecticut town in its develop
ment and density — and generally 
stated its alternative of awareness 
and interaction to preserve and im
prove our personal and physical 
environments. 

It is EDG's contention that the 
pressures for an expanding econ
omy, the compulsion to build anew, 
and the opportunities to develop 
land for great finaneial profit have 
combined to encourage an in
sensitive over-development of our 
land resources and the dei^radation 
of our total environment. Environ
mental Design Group feels it is im
perative that we "re-establish social 
and human priorities and values to 

RIGHT: Former carriage house con
trasts favorably with the Paul 
Rudolph structure in the back
ground. BELOW: As it was. 

ARCHITECTURAL 
OFFICE PROFILE 

Environmental Problem Solvers 

L y n n S p a r r o w 

ensure that necessary physical de
velopment be economically feasible, 
ecologically sound, socially con-
tributive, and physically pleasing." 
To these ends, E D G has adopted 
as its first responsibility to explore 
the use and revitalization of exist
ing and already developed re
sources before undertaking new 
construction. The group has an 
equally important objective to at
tain these ends through what it 

refers to as the creation of aware
ness and responsibility of all "space
ship earth's" inhabitants toward its 
threatened ecology, as well as those 
engaged in the design and con
struction industry. E D G believes 
that this education and involvement 
can best be achieved through direct 
user participation in the develop
ment process and cites its ex
perience as a successful example 
of this concept. 
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RIGHT: E D G office en
trance is between silo 
and revitalized build
ing in a combination 
which dramatizes the 
original crisp lines 
and brick facade. BE
LOW RIGHT: As it 
was. 

1 
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Environmental Design Group, 19 
Howe Street, New Haven, was 
founded in 1964 by Jonathan L . 
Foote, B.A. and B. Arch. (Yale). 
He was joined in 1967 by Augustus 
G. Kellogg, B.A. and B. Arch. 
(Yale), a former graduate school 
classmate who shared his disen
chantment with the role of the 
traditional architect and who had 
a corresponding commitment to en
hance the physical and social en
vironment through an awareness of 
human needs. In 1969, E D G 
gained additional principals in Al
lan J. Debar, Lawrence Institute of 
Technology; and Barun K. Basu, B. 
Arch. (Bombay), Government Di
ploma in Architecture (Maha-
rastra), and M. Arch. (University 
of California at Berkeley). Legally 
structured to provide planning and 
architectural services as a pro
fessional partnership, the Environ
mental Design Group was in
corporated in 1970 to broaden its 
scope of business practices. It re
tains its small group dimensions 
and orientation, sensitive to chents' 
needs. In its recent move into an 
old carriage house off Howe Street, 
E D G has revitalized a blighted 
patch in the city amid loud archi-
t(K tural monuments. 

The group fomiat of architectur
al organization is relatively new to 
the industiy which has traditionalh' 
been a profession of individuals 
and individual egos. The members 
of E D G have rejected the "author
ship" idea of a project as "belong
ing" to the originating architect, 
fomuilated in secret and guarded 
with jealousy and pride. They feel 
group involvement with projects 
tends to break down the archit< c t 
as an "artist" and helps him to 
see beyond himself in decision
making. "We are constantly re
minded not to build for ourselves, 
but for the people who will occupy 
the spaces we create. It is their 
needs, rather than our own, that we 
must satisfy." 

A relaxed, informal atmosphere 
is considered essential for optimum 
productivity of the problem solving 
group. E D G offices reflect this in
formality and allow open com
munication and constant contact 
with the activities connected with 
their practice. The focal point 
within the ofliice space is a pit 
where much of E D G business tran
spires. It is here that, free of in
terfering tensions, barriers to open
ness and objectivity are relaxed. 
Discussions are held, ideas are 

JL J 

challenged and confirmed, and the 
E D G concept is brought to bear. 
Minds with different strengths and 
common goals fuse their feedback 
into new awareness and relevant 
responses to their clients' wishes 
and needs. This is its synthesizing 
process. 

En\dronmental Design Group has 
no predetermined formal structure. 
Leadership is in a constant state 
of flux; the atmosphere is one of 
continual change and growth. The 
interdisciplinary group structure of 
E D G creates an extended "family" 
in which each member is open to 
others' ideas and criticisms and de
pendent on one another's knowl
edge and skills to provide compre
hensive objective solutions to the 
problems of clients. A group state 
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ABOVE: Looking 
upward in spa
cious i n t e r i o r 
with its balcony 
reachecJ by the 
interesting spiral 
stair at the left. 
LEFT: Balcony pro
vides added work 
and storage space. 
BELOW: As it was. 

can have difi^erent outlooks, gather 
more possibilities, and present 
more realistic alternatives for the 
client's choosing, according to 
E D G . 

Although one principal takes 
charge of a project, the others con-

stantl\- consnlt, adding their view
points and c\perienc-e to that of 
other interdisciplinary associates. 
Each member of E D G , while 
trained in all phases of architectur
al expertise, seems to specialize in 
some area which, in combination 
with other group knowledge, gives 
a balance and cohesivencss of ideas 
and skills uncommon in a small 
finn. 

Jon Foote is an innovator, explor
ing new directions for E D G , pro
moting its concepts, and extending 
its design services into new fields. 
Major areas of activity have been 

in development planning, com
munity design, resort development, 
and long-term planning. As chair
man of the Chester Planning Com
mission, Mr. Foote has been instru
mental in instigating a feasibility 
study and development plan for his 
owm town. This utilizes local 
groups to undertake the major 
portion of the studies necessary 
for such a plan and includes 
Chester's citizens in a project which 
will affect their lives directly and 
employ their sensitivities in de
cision-making. It is agreed in the 
community that results are better 
than could be achieved by an out
side developer. 

By virtue of his Chester Plan
ning Commission chainnanship, 
Mr. Foote is also a member of the 
Connecticut River Estuary Region
al Planning Agency Board and 
serves on the program committee 
to chart the direction of the Re
gional Planning Agency each year. 
Through subscribing to regional 
planning, according to Mr. Foote, 
towns have more opportunity for 
choice in the placement and econ
omy of their services, with the 
added advantage of preserving 
each community's identity, when 
all do not have to provide e\ ( r\ 
facility for their citizens. 

Gus Kellogg brings sensitive un
derstanding and negotiating ability 
to E D G . Because of his wide range 
of associations, much of his activity 
at E D G involves maintaining com-
numications within the profession 
and the building industry. A di
rector of the Connecticut Building 
Congress, Mr. Kellogg recently put 
together an awards program for 
ccmtributions to environmental 
cjuality. This was conducted last 
May for the seventh construction 
industiy exposition in Hartford 
(Connecticut Architect, July-Augnst 
1971), designed to recognize 
process as well as product, and to 
recognize the participation of all 
parties involved in the design and 
building process. 

Also a dirc^ctor of the Connecticut 
Society of Architects, Mr. Kellogg 
developed a Lay Honors Award 
program, (Connecticut Architect, 
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January-February 1972) with the 
objective of recognizing others than 
architects as being responsible for 
enhancing the quality of the 
environment. 

On the national level, Gus Kel
logg is a member of the Committee 
on Environmental Education of the 
American Institute of Architects. 
Here he expands his belief that the 
promotion of environmental quality 
is dependent upon environmental 
awareness and education. He feels 
that getting as many people as pos
sible involved in doing whatever 
they do loith care can have more 
impact on environmental quality 
than he can as an architect. 

Allan J. Debar joined Foote and 
Kellogg after sixteen years of pro
fessional experience involving many 
"milestones" of American archi
tecture (e.g.. Ford Foundation 
Ileadcjuarters, St. Louis Memorial 
Arch, and the Dulles International 
Air Terminal). He left his earlier 
associates because of this preoccu
pation with the "monumental." 
Mr. Debar felt that his work was 
not afl̂ ecting constructively the 
everyday man but was being built 
primarily as a tribute to archi
tecture itself, or to technology, 
rather than for man and his needs. 

He has had this opportunity for 
humanistic expression at E D G and 
in his community of North Haven. 
Mr. Debar is president of the North 
Haven Coordinating Council, an or
ganization which attempts to co
ordinate the efforts of existing com
munity groups to promote com
munication between all age groups 
and the community. Originally 
formed to provide youths with al
ternatives to the drug culture 
through awareness of other ac
tivities in North Haven, the Co
ordinating Council has expanded 
to include all segments of North 
Haven citizens and the fostering of 
a sense of personal identity with 
each other and the town. 

Mr. Debar also is a member of 
the North Haven Center on Com
munity Education which is attempt
ing to provide residents of all ages 
with sources of continuing educa
tion through utihzation of existing 

facilities and voluntary instructors. 
As an adjunct assistant professor 
at the University of New Haven, 
he conducts a course in building 
construction to create a greater 
awareness of the building in
dustry's responsibility to the total 
environment. 

An international perspective is 
added to E D G by Barun Kumar 
Basu. After leaving India for 
greater architectural experiences in 
the West, he was involved in re
search centered on the behavioral 
aspects of architecture at the Uni
versity of Califoniia at Berkeley. 
He brings this strong orientation 
toward research and behavior to 
E D G and has furthered his work 
in these areas nationwide. 

Mr. Basu has been involved in 
the current knowledge and ad
vances in design methodologies 
and behavioral factors in design 

through participation in Environ
mental Design Research Associa
tion Conferences at Pittsburgh and 
Los Angeles. He has also partici
pated in the American Institute of 
Architcx^ts Research Conferences 
and is presently working on a 
paper for the next conference in 
Virginia. "It is time that the re
searchers take their findings out of 
laboratories and the practitioners 
carry their intuitions and judg
ments off the drawing boards to 
meet for a realistic problem solving 
approach," he says. 

His interest lias led to the under
standing of computers as tools for 
generating solutions and for mini
mizing repetitive drawing board 
work. He has a special involve
ment in comprehensive planning in 

Conversation pit is much used fea
ture of E D G office. 
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the fields of health care distribu
tion systems and residential en
vironment systems. 

These diverse personalities and 
backgrounds form a pattern of 
attitude and action related to a 
common value of human life and 
development. There is a determina
tion in the group endeavor, as w e l l 

as in their personal lives, to pro
mote a reverence for life and space 
and the quality of life within tlial 
space. Recognizing that the earth 
is finite and man's growth potential 
infinite, EDG's projects reflect con
cern for the conservation and 
balance of nature. 

The revitalization of existing 
structures also is a prime con
sideration, as is evidenced by work 
on Clinton Avenue School in New 
Haven. The New Haven Board 
of Education was faced with the 
problem of responding to com
munity demands for updating a 
poorly maintained building erected 
in 1911. E D G was retained to 
study and evaluate the potential 
of this educational facility'. After a 
thorough investigation, E D G re
ported that the school should be 
retained because it was archi-
ti^cturally and structurally sound 
and basically able to respond to 
changing educational and com-
mimity needs. A prime concern 
\\ as to extend the utilization of this 
existing facility as an environment 
that will serve student, staff, and 
community. E D G was able to ef-
lr< I n(M'ded changes to e n h a i R c ( l ie 
a(ni()S[)li( r(' oi leaniing and to im
prove the quality of life in a par
ticular (inironment for minimal 
expense. 

A basic economy of detail is also 
vital to the philosophy of E D G . 
The preconceived idea of a space 
is discarded for fresh thinking 
about how the space is to be used. 
Every detail is considered for its 
relation to the basic function of the 
space and how it will affect the 
user. 

In order to gain this acute under
standing of a client's desires and 
sensitivities, E D G attempts to in
volve the client as much as possible 
in the identification and interpre-

tarion of his needs. E D G takes 
rime to get to know the client fully 
as a person and to understand what 
he wants, how he lives, his anx
ieties, his stake in the project, and 
his prejudices as well as his prefer-
c i u c s . In this way, E D G can 
identify the basic needs which his 
immediate desires represent. For 
example, if a client requests a 
window in a certain place, E D G 
tries to detennine whether he is 
looking for a view, a sense of space, 
status, or light. Once aware of the 
behavioral aspects related to a 
client's expressed desire, E D G is 
able to pose alternatives that might 
not demand physical solutions at 
all, or, if so, can concentrate on 
fulfilling those primary needs. 

The conversion of a warehouse 
space into insurance offices is a case 
in point. E D G met most of the 
people working for the company 
and gained an understanding of 
the social groupings as to age, 
personality, friendship patterns, 
and subsequent interactions. After 
observing the social attitudes and 
behavior in the group formations 
and questioninu individuals as to 
their preferences, E D G was able to 
integrate these ideas into a physical 
layout which enhanced group in
teraction, satisfied the need for 
privacy, and yet established open 
communications between the vari
ous strata in the organization. 

I^DG carries this type of user 
involvement to the furthest degree 
when working with town planning. 
A sensitivity (o the natural and 
physical environment is essential to 
the preservation and enhancement 
of both, and this sensitivity can 
best be develojied through respon
sible participation in the design 
process, according to the group. 

When a ski developer bought a 
large piece of land critical to the 
rural character of Dorset, Vermont, 
the town was threatened by the 
impending rape of the natural en
vironment and brought in E D G to 
provide an alternative plan of de
velopment. A group of community 
leaders proposed the idea of pur
chasing the Hollow from the ski 
organization if a reasonable return 

could be made on their investment. 
E D G undertook a detailed eco
logical inventory to make the in
vestors aware of the necessity of 
understanding the eco-structure in 
the Hollow as a critical factor in 
achieving their goals, and exposed 
economic, social and visual ele
ments within the ecological param
eter. It was decided to develop a 
small portion of the acreage for 
private ownership, leaving the ma
jority of it under management by 
the corporation and eventually the 
resident community with the legal 
commitment to preserve Dorset's 
overall character, and the Hollow 
as a habitat for wildlife. 

The involvement of area resi
dents was a vital factor in another 
of EDG's development projects. 
On the island of Barbados, West 
Indies, E D G was hired to develop 
a tourist facility on the old Bath 
Plantation. Recognizing that many 
resort areas exploit the natives, 
E D G posed the alternative of in
cluding the residents in the design 
and ultimate operation of the fa
cility. Time spent with government 
officials, interested individuals, and 
studies related to the existing 
physical environment gave rise to 
a land plan which minimized dis
turbance to the natural surround
ings by allowing multiple use of 
property to be developed. Con
dominium units will be available 
for purchase bv the islanders, so 
they may become landlords to the 
tourists their resort will attract. 
EDG's determination to bring local 
elements to the forefront, rather 
than to plan Bath Plantation's de-
Nclopment in a vacuum, was instru
mental in getting pnblic approval 
and support for this project. **The 
users participation in the decision
making is critical to the success of 
the environment. The attitude of 
life on earth as precious can only 
be realized through a heightened 
sense of self and self-esteem." 

EDG's ideal of user participation 
in the design process is being 
realized in Salisbury, Connecticut. 
Recognizing the problems of re
vitalization, parking, and growth in 

Please ttim to page 17 
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A P l e a f o r D e s i g n 

Charles DuBose, FAIA 

The achievement of good design 
has always been tlie architect's 
primary objective and, in fact, his 
only real reason for being an Archi-
t ( ( l . I t is the force which made 
him study long, work hard, and 
dedicate himself to his profession— 
and it exacts from him an unswerv
ing devotion. Probably this will 
always he so, but sometimes it is 
hard to be sure because the very 
meaning of design these days is 
often hazy, and now and then its 
visual aspects are almost entirely 
lost to view. 

Certainly this phenomenon is not 
universal. Much good design all 
around us stands sharply in focus. 
Architectural journals are filled 
with exciting projects; our profes
sional organizations are awarding 
well-desei-ved honors for outstand
ing design; and most of us who 
struggle in the arena of architecture 
do so with good intentions and 
righteous vigor. 

Even so, our land teems wdth 
mediocrity, our cities are mostly a 
shame, and a few years ago the 
American Institute of Architects 
became so concerned that it actual
ly declared a "War on Ughness." 
I t still sends out militant patrols 
to carry on this holy cause, but 
victory is not even remotely in 
sight. In view of all this, it is 
evident that something is terribly 
wrong and that, unless means can 
he found to set it right, we and our 
physical environment are bound to 
suffer. 

Architecture is a primary tool for 
shaping the environment. We en
counter architecture every day, and 
its design, both in functional and 
visual impression, has a repetirive, 
cumulative effect. I f the effect is 
good, it may be the daily vitamin 
that stimulates us to higher things. 
If bad, it may dim our sight and 
dull our wits like a slow poison. 
Ever since man started putting 

sticks together for shelter, he has 
tried to do it with some sense of 
form and fitness, and this "design" 
made his little structures into the 
"architecture" that became the 
basic and most durable of the arts. 
Architecture reflects the culture of 
its time so accurately that much 
of our heritage has come to us 
through the nibble of the civili
zations from which we have 
descended. 

When Vitnivius said that archi
tecture nmst have convenience, 
durability and dehght, he coined a 
classic phrase that is as true today 
as it was then. Since his time, 
the changes in cultures, technolo
gies, customs, and motives have 
altered vastly the geometry of good 
design, but its underlying philoso
phy remains. Vitruvius might have 
added that "the more things 
change, the more they are the 
same." The architect designing a 
ceremonial tomb in the Nile Val
ley five thousand years ago was 
challenged to achieve his aim of 
artistic fulfillment by many of 
the same demons that beset the 
architect in today's technological 
turmoil. 

Each ensuing civilization has pro
duced men whose talents and ac
complishments reflect honor upon 
their era. The Greeks took ele
ments of design from nature and 
fashioned them in stone with un
surpassed artistic sophistication, 
and the Romans developed systems 
of engineering and proportion to 
build structures that were marvels 
of function and beauty. When 
western civilization degenerated to 
a state of torpor for nearly five 
hundred years, there arose from 
the ruins the great Romanesque 
and Gothic structures which, per
haps more than anything ever built 
on earth, express man's soaring 
aspirations. The counter-poised 
stmcture of the Gothic cathedral 
is still astonishing, and the soaring 
proportions and awesome fervor 
achieved by. medieval man are in-
spii ation and spiritual nourishment 
even now. Architectural design 
from the dark ages still helps to 
illuminate the world. 

Even in more modem times, the 
artistic and intellectual upheavals 
of the Renaissance would be less 
vividly known to us had i t not been 
for the brillance of the architects 

Giuseppe Gal l i Bibiena des ign , circa 1 7 4 0 . 
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who built its image in stone. When 
the Renaissance overflowed Italy 
to impose this image on the lands 
around it, much of the design of 
Europe's present-day cities came 
into being. Paris became the cul
tural center of the world and, to 
teach its refinements of archi
tectural design, it created the Ecole 
Nationale des Beaux Arts. This in
stitution later degenerated into 
anachronistic impotence but, at the 
peak of its power, it established 
systems of order and quality which 
were admired and copied around 
the world. 

As the twentieth century began 
to disclose its new inventions and 
its new artistic and cultural criteria, 
architectural design took on new 
meaning. Form began to follow 
function. Less began to be more, 
the Beaux Arts gave way to the 
Bauhaus, and a new system of 
architectural thought grew from 
the genius of such men as Wright 
and Gropius and Le Corbusier. 
The world was in a turmoil of 
political strife which architecture 
accurately reflected in the disso
nance of its expression. 

That dissonance can still be 
heard. We are overwhelmed by 
technology, growth and speed, and 
our confusion is all too accurately 
reflected in our creative eff^orts. In 
music, in art, and in architecture 
there is a wealth of talent, but its 
energies are often dissipated in 
erratic search for new solutions. 
The resulting frustration so divides 
and fragments our concepts that it 
is difficult to tell which parts are 
good and which are bad. We are 
not sure of our direction, and the 
standards which might guide us 
are constantly shifting position. 

In much of our professional 
thought, we are permitting the 
tenn design to mean the sokition 
of an equation whose components 
are largely statistical. Elements of 
humanistic and visual concern thus 
tend to be overlooked, and we are 
drawn to the idea that good design 
can be achieved only at the cost 
of shocking sacrifice of more urgent 
essentials. So design, in its fu l l 
meaning, becomes a symbol of 
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decadence in our society and is a 
word to be used only with apology 
or explanation. We are spawning 
a cult of the ordinary and even the 
ugly on the grounds that that is the 
way it is. That is not really the 
way it is, unless we make it so by 
our lack of vision and creative 
energy. 

We try to explain our short
comings on the grounds that we 
live in an era of confusion and are 
facing problems not imagined by 
earlier generations. But all great 
eras have had their times of change 
and their own forms of confusion. 
Moral, social, and economic in
equities have ever presented issues 
which demanded resolution; new 
technical propositions have always 
tested the designer s ingenuity; and 
in numberless ways men have 
faced problems not previousK en
countered. Repeatedly, architects 
have managed to triumph over 
their difficulties to produce works 
of significant design, and they have 
done so by means of ability and 
determination. Though today's 
specific problems are different from 
yesterday's and systems of transpor
tation, communication, stnicture, 

Bibiena. 

wires, and pipes are more complex, 
our capacity for solving them is 
more highly developed and the 
chances for creative success are 
undiminished. 

When Max Urbahn recently took 
over the presidency of the Ameri
can Institute of Architects, he of
fered an architectural credo that 
included these remarks: " I believe 
in the power of architecture to up
lif t the human spirit as it provides 
for the ordinary activities of daily 
life, and 1 believe in the obligation 
of architects to improve the human 
condition." 

These are principles in which we 
all should believe for they are in
centives towards tlie design of a 
better world. Obviously, all build
ings should not be monuments, and 
all architecture should not be ever
lasting. Nevertheless, design at 
every scale can be endowed with 
attributes which enrich the human 
experience. Every era has struggled 
to find itself, and each has done so 
in its own unique way. Certainly, 
the twentieth century will not do 
less, for it has the greatest knowl
edge, the greatest wealth, and the 
greatest opportunities of all tinie. 
The conundrums of technology and 
economics, of time-schedules, eco
logical and social ills, government 
regulations, and contrary views are 
important components to be re
solved within the design process. 
They give validity and meaning to 
the solution but need not dictate 
its quality of expression. 

Optimistically, it should be noted 
that creative architects around the 
world are doing brilliant work; the 
American Institute of Architects is 
pinsiiinu; si*;nificant new policies; 
changes are taking place within the 
prolession and the government; 
new attitudes are abroad in the 
land and are surging in the rising 
generation. In the aggregate of 
these, there is hope for a brave new 
era of design. • 
C H A R L E S DuBOSE, FAIA, coordinat
ing architect of Hartford's Constitution 
Plaza and past president of the Con
necticut Society of Architects, heads his 
ouTi Hartford architectural finn. He is 
an architecural graduate of Georgia 
School of Technology. University of 
Pennsylvania, and Fontainebleau School 
of Fine Arts. 
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Yale's Paul Mellon Center 
Yale University has unveiled its 

plans for the construction of the 
Paul Mellon Center for British Art 
and British Studies and announced 
that the structure will be a source 
of tax revenue to New Haven. 

The center is designed to provide 
for educational and cultiu-al pro
grams, and will include commer
cial shops on its street level. This 
is the first time a Yale building has 
been designed to incorporate tax-
producing enterprises. The esti
mated tax revenue for the City of 
New Haven wil l be substantially 
higher than the total taxes on the 
old commercial structures to be 
razed, according to Yale's state
ment. 

The four-story building to house 
the center has been designed by 
architect Louis I . Kahn. It wil l be 
located on the soutli side of Chapel 
Street between High and York 
Streets. Construction is scheduled 
to start this summer and aimed to 
permit opening of the facility in the 
fall of 1974. Mr. Kahn designed 
the Yale Art Gallery, directly across 
the street from the proposed Mellon 
Center, twenty years ago. 

The exterior of the new structure 
will be warmly colored concrete, 
glass, and matte mill-finished stain
less steel. The first floor on High 
and Chapel Streets will be devoted 
almost exclusively to commercial 
shops, and a sunken court, below 
street level, wil l have commercial 
space to house a restaurant. 

The cultural and educational 
activities of the center will be on 
the upper three floors where 
famous works of art wil l be on 
public display. Libraries, class-
Looking south toward terrace level. 

rooms, and offices for tlie stafî  and 
students will be in these sections, 
also. 

The public gallery wil l be the 
major activity of the center and 
the world-renowned Mellon collec
tion will be available to the pubhc 
and to school groups. The collec
tion, which has been praised as a 
"national treasure," contains paint
ings, drawings, and rare books 
which are expected to draw wide 
public attention. 

"Architect Kahn's plan offers a 
striking and intellectually stimulat
ing response both to the specific 
program of the center and to the 
requirements of the wider univer
sity-urban context," said Professor 
Jules D. Prown, director of the 
center, art historian, and member 
of Yale's faculty. 

Mr. Kahn, who is regarded by 
many as one of the world's great 
living architects, is known as much 
for his buildings as for his teach
ing and impact on architectural 
thought. A former professor of 
architecture at Yale, when he de
signed the Yale Art Gallery, his 
^̂ 'orks are represented in many 
American and Asian cities. A native 
of Estonia, he grew up in Philadel
phia and studied architecture at 
the LTniversity of Pennsylvania 
where he now holds the Paul 
Philippe Cret chair in architecture. 
In 1971, he won the gold medal 
of the AIA, highest professional 
honor in U.S. architecture. This 
spring he will receive the Royal 
Gold Medal for Architecture of 
the Royal Institute of British 
Architecture. • 

#3 

Environmental 
Continued from page 14 
the village, a group of merchants, 
residents, and citizens from sur
rounding areas formed a corpora
tion to buy land into which the 
town center could expand. EDG 
was hired to put together a physi
cal plan and loaned to the Village 
Improvement Society by the Toum 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
for four days. I t was EDG's re-
.sponsibility to examine the physical 
feasibility of organizing building 
expansion without losing the scale 
of the small town. Since most resi
dents had a real commitment to do 
something for and with their com
munity, EDG was able to stimulate 
the Village Improvement Society to 
plot the town's development them
selves. The presentation material 
included an architectural model 
built by the townspeople. The 
Historical Society, Zoning Com
mission, private businesses, and 
others have become involved in the 
growth of Salisbury and are eflFect-
ing the needed changes themselves. 

I t is one of EDG's principal ob
jectives to build the awareness in 
small towns that they do have a 
chance to determine their own 
destiny, rather than fall prey to 
outside interests. They can build 
to suit their own specific needs, 
even identify and interpret these 
needs on their own, and only use 
professionals like EDG as a catalyst 
for their own formations and for 
the technical skills they may not 
be able to provide. 

EDG has technical skills. Their 
professional competence has been 

Charlie Field introduced Face Brick 
to Connecticut arch/tects in 1914. 
We enjoy continuing to serve you 
Witt) brick and other products in 
1972. 

LARRY SCHENCK 
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BOB W. MADIGAN 
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used by the New Haven Board of 
Edueation in a trouhle-shootinu 
capacity. An example is the New 
Haven Helene Grant School roof 
which was a nightmare to the 
Board of iMhuation for six years 
until i d ) ( ; was brought in to locate 
and end tlic pro])lcnis. They did. 

Awareness, communications, and 
responsibility for the quality of life 
are the issue of EDG which drafted 
a project proposal for funding for 
the Guilford Library Association 
under the Environmental Educa

tion Ad of 1970. The twelve
month project will involve as many 
participants as p()ssi])l(' from the 
comnumity through existing or
ganizations and their constituencies 
in three phases: (1.) The survey 
and inventory of natural resourc es, 
(2.) The identification of threats 
and problems, and (3.) The de
velopment of solutions to specific 
problems. 

This activity and learning process 
wil l be directed and coordinated 
from an existing environmental in-

Direct agency connections with m... 
top blue chip insurance companies. 
Call us for a complete free insurance evalu
ation. Insurance programs and plans pro* 

•''̂ d without charge. 
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formation and action center at the 
town librar)'. The result of the 
community awareness objective 
wil l be the establishment of an 
Environmental Education Center as 
a continuing community resource. 

Environmental quality is a com
numity responsibility according to 
EDG. "Ever>'body can be archi
tects, in terms of each man accept
ing the responsibility for his mark 
in his environment and in terms of 
caring about the impact." 

There is no aura of professional 
mystique about Environmental De
sign Group. They merely have 
sincere understanding and concern 
for human and natural life and a 
means for effecting it in the ways 
that they live and the work that 
they do and the knowledge that 
they share and communicate. • 
LYNN SPARROW, a graduate of the 
LTniversity of Georgia School of Journal
ism, is a free lance writer currently work
ing in the field of environmental health. 

Agreement Reached 
The American Institute of Archi

tects, Constructions Specifications 
Institute, and Production Systems 
for Architects and Engineers have 
agreed on the section format for 
MASTERSPEC, the automated 
master specification system. This 
paves the way for AIA and CSI to 
work together in automated tech
nology and master specification 
content. • 
Yale Curator 

Edmund P. Pillsbury, formerly of 
the Cleveland Museum of art and 
an expert on tlie late Renaissance, 
has been named curator of Euro
pean art at the Yale University Art 
Gallery. • 

Address Changes 
When you change your 

address, advise Connecticut 
Architect promptly to ensure 
receiving all copies of the 
magazine. Please give your 
former address and new ad
dress, including zip code. 
Send this information to: Cir
culation Department, CON
NECTICUT ARCHITECT, 
Box U, Guilford, Connecti
cut 06437. 
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Your Automatic Fire 
Vent should do a lot 
more than just vent. 

Certainly, installation of automatic fire vents on large, 
single-story buildings is vitally important protection against a 
catastropfiic fire loss. Prompt venting, vertically thirough tfie 
roof, confines a fire and removes smoke for safer, more effec
tive fire fighting. 

However, tfie right automatic fire vent for your building 
should do a lot more than just vent. Since the vent may be 
installed over critical work areas, costly machines, or areas 
where valuable merchandise or supplies are stored, it must be 
designed so it won't open accidentally due to wind or other 
conditions. It should be fully insulated and gasketed to seal 
out rain and snow. For minimum maintenance, long life, and 
complete reliability, it should be ruggedly constructed with 
covers and curbs of not less than 14 gauge steel or 11 gauge 
aluminum. 

At Bilco, we build 
such a vent—a vent that 
does everything you have 
a right to expect of it. And 
we back it with our repu
tation as the leading man
ufacturer of horizontal 
doors. Compare a Bilco 
Vent with any other on 
the market, and you'll see 
what we mean. Mean
while, write for complete 
information and a free 
copy of the National Fire 
Protect ion Association 
booklet, "Guide to Smoke 
and Heat Venting." 

How Bilco fire 
vents work 

U n v e n l e d b u i l d i n g : f i r e f igh te rs a re 
unable to enter building to locate 
s e a t of f i re a n d b r i n g it u n d e r 
control. 

V e n t e d b u i l d i n g : f i r e f i g h t e r s 
promptly locate fire s o u r c e and at
tack it from above or below. 

Tested and Approved by 
Factory Mutual Research Cor
poration and listed by Un
derwriters' Laboratories, Inc. 

See US in SWEETS, or write for catalog, 

AUTOMATIC 
FIRE VENTS 

T h e B I L C O C o m p a n y , D e p t . CA-32 N e w H a v e n , C o n n . 06505 
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Before you 
decide on any 
tennis court 
surface^ 
get the facts 
on Piexipave; 
You don't want 
to iiave to 
do it again. 

Selecting the right playing surface is an impor
tant decision. That's why you need the facts about 
Plexipave. 

Plexipave is more than just a surface coloring, it's 
a high-performance 100% acrylic color-in-depth 
surface system. Properly applied over any sound 
asphalt or concrete surface by authorized tennis court 
specialists, Plexipave will last for years and years 
longer than anything you could compare to it. 

Plexipave wears uniformly, with no gloss or glare, 
even after years of hard use. It stands up to rough 
weather and direct sunlight. It's resistant to racquet 
gouges. And the way Plexipave is applied can even 
determine the speed of the court. 

For added resilience and player comfort, we can 
provide a subsurface of Plexicushion® 

Years of performance have proven what we've 
always claimed. You can't get a better tennis court 
surface than Plexipave on outdoor or indoor courts. 

Get all the facts. Call John Wood 
collect at (617) 547-5300 for a bro
chure, or write. 
tlltCllTI • • • • I ! 

IIKIIIi iSIICIItiM 

I t ' s a 
P l e x i p a v e 

¥ f o r i d 

CALIFORNIA PRODUCTS CORP. 
P.O. Box 30.169 Waverly St., Cambridge. Mass. 02139 
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Holy Trinity 

EXECUTONE GIVES YOU 
4-WAY SERVICE 
FOR SOUND AND 
INTERCOM SYSTEMS! 

C O N S U L T A T I O N SERVICE 

Our Field Engineers wil l assist you in determining your clients' communication 
needs . . . recommend the system designed for the job . . . provide you with 
professional consultation service. 

I N S T A L L A T I O N AND S U P E R V I S I O N 

W e assume full responsibility for satisfactory operation of the system, whether 
installed by the contractor, or our own factory trained crew. Every Executone 
system is covered by a one-year warranty on service parts a n d labor. 

ON-PREMISES M A I N T E N A N C E 

Our mobile staff of skilled factory-trained technicians have complete stocks of 
standard replacement parts. Reliable performance of every Executone system 
Is assured by 24-hour-a -day , 7 -day-a -week service availability. 

PERSONNEL INSTRUCTION 

Our representatives instruct your clients' personnel in the proper use of Executone 
systems. This planned program assures maximum benefits through proper operation 
a n d utilization of their systems. 

IN A D D I T I O N . . . w e provide wiring plans a n d shop drawings as well as 
specifications a n d costs. If you have a job on your boards that should utilize 
intercom or sound, contact us. No obligation, of course. 

EXECUTONE OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 
842 Farmington Avenue • West Hartford, Connecticut 0 6 1 1 9 

1203) 2 3 6 - 2 3 4 5 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N SYSTEMS for BUSINESS, INDUSTRY, and INSTITUTIONS. 

Greek Church 
\Vith completion scheduled later 

this year, constructiou is uuder way 
for the new Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church in Waterbuiy, 
designed by the firm of Fair-
child/ Rallis/ Fairchild, Architects, 
of Hartford. 

The new religious complex is on 
a six-acre site, located in the west-
em part of the city, bounded on 
one side by Interstate Route 84. 
The church itself is a domed, cir
cular structure, signifiying its Greek 
heritage. The adjoining two-story 
administration wing coimects tlie 
church with a social hall and class
room building, also of two stories. 

William H. Rallis, AIA, is part-
ner-in-charge and Gordon Hyde 
project manager for the church, 
which is being built by Waterbury 
Construction Company, Inc. • 

Medal Winner 
Kevin Roche, John Dinkeloo 

and Associates, Hamden architects, 
were among five architectural firms 
cited for collaboration in creating 
tlie "remarkably unified new cam
pus" for the Rochester Institute of 
Technology. Witli a landscape 
architect, artists, and engineers, the 
group won the 1972 Collaborative 
Achievement in Architecture Medal 
from the American Institute of 
Architects. 

Other architectural firms partici
pating are Anderson, Bechwldi and 
Haible; Edward Larabee Barnes; 
Hugh Stubbins and Associates; and 
Harry Weese and Associates. • 

Engineering Firm ^ 
Dubin - Mindell - Bloome Associ

ates, consulting engineers of West 
Hartford and New York City, has 
been reorganized as a professional 
corporation. The three principals, 
Fred S. Dubin, Harold L. Mindell, 
and Sclwyn Bloome, will continue 
as a partnership in states banning 
corporate practice. • 

PIPE MARKERS 
G U A R A N T E E D T O S T A Y O N ! /cVo 

No jurtace preparation needed. Meet ASA Standards. 
Fasten securely wittiout adhesive. 

• • • FREE SAMPIE - REQUEST FORM 8 4 0 C A • • • 
£ x c / u f i V « / y from Sefon 

S E T O N N A M E P L A T E C O R P . 
592 Boulevard. New Haven, Conn.. 06505 • (203) 772-2520 
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At BLAKESLEE 

We Have A Special CONCEPT 
For Building B E T T E R SCHOOLS 

P R E C A S T C O N C R E T E E L E M E N T S THAT MAXIMIZE S P A C E , S A F E T Y , E S T H E T I C S , AND S A V I N G S . 

Our own elementary set of "3R 's " helps us summarize the benefi ts this special concept has 
for modern educat ional construct ion. And they serve as a reminder to school boards and 
their archi tects that prestressed concrete construct ion is funct ional , appeal ing, economica l , 
f i r ep roo f— and requires less maintenance — to effect ively serve present and future school 
generat ions. 

production of construction time 
with Blakeslee precast prestressed concrete elements results in significant dollar 
savings. Quality-controlled plant production gives superior structures in shorter 
time for less money. Job schedules are significantly shortened. 

p^esistance to fire 
is inherent in precast concrete. Without add-on fireproofing, schools are safer for 
our children, and administrators save on insurance. 

p-̂ oominess is a natural feature 
of Blakeslee precast concrete structures. A wide selection of architectural and 
structural shapes permits long-span, shallow depth design for more usable floor 
space. It also provides a greater flexibility for future interior arrangements. And 
appearance is not sacrificed. Strict plant quality control allows the design of well-
proportioned members of limited depth for open spaces. Smooth factory finishes 
lend themselves to exposure of precast elements, eliminating expensive hung 
ceilings. 
For More Information Write Or Call: 

C. W. BLAKESLEE & SONS INC ^ - ^ 
B L A K E S L E E 
PRESTnEBSEO CONCnETE 

BOX 1844. NEW HAVEN. C O N N 0 6 5 0 8 • ( 2 0 3 ) 7 7 2 - 2 5 0 0 ^^^S^^H^ 
NEW YORK OFFICE î Wî ^HI 
6 0 E 4 2 n d ST , N Y . N Y 1 0 0 1 7 . ( 2 1 2 ) 8 8 9 - 7 1 9 0 ^ B Q Q B P 
A Subs id ia r y of W E S T I N G H O U S E 
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Allstate Insurance Company, Farmington, designed by Frid, Ferguson, MahafPey & 
Perry, Hartford architectural firm, was selected as a winner in the 1971 white cement 
architectural awards program sponsored by Portland Cement Association. Clad with 
precast white cement panels, the building's external concrete is highlighted by 
off-white " topaz" quartz aggregate. 

Communications in Connecticut 
TEL-RAD REPRESENTS THESE MANUFACTURERS: 

W E B S T E R - E L E C T R I C A L T E C L A N S I N G 3M M U S I C S O U N D S C R I B E R 

PROVIDING SYSTEMS FOR: 
B u s i n e s s , Indust r ia l and 
School P r o g r a m m i n g 
and Communica t ion • 

Hospital Nurse Cal l S ignal • 
Automat ic Dial T e l e p h o n e • 
C h u r c h , Aud i tor ium and Stadium 
S o u n d Re in forcement 

24 Hour Police and F i re 
T e l e p h o n e Monitor 
Recorders • 

Write or call Tel-Rad today 
lor lull information. 

c . TEL-RAD N 
^s^ 1946 

Sales, installation and service throughout Connecticut 

T E L - R A D . I N C O R P O R A T E D , 5 9 2 N « w Park A v « n u « , Hartford, C o n n . 0 6 1 1 0 , Phone 2 3 6 - 2 3 8 8 

Now L< Basing Prime 
Office Spa ice In Bloomf ield 

call 2C )3-24.2-7156 

yet 

N O W L E A S I N G . New m o d e r n o f f i ce 
s p a c e . A new a d d i t i o n to B l o o m f i e l d 
Center , One Regency , p r o v i d e s 25,000 
sq . f t . of o f f i ce space on th ree f l o o r s and 
a p a r k i n g lot f o r 197 c a r s , o n a 2V2 
ac re s i te. Beau t i f u l s u b u r b a n se t t i ng , 
on l y m i n u t e s f r o m d o w n t o w n 
H a r t f o r d and a r te r i a l h i g f i w a y s to a l l 
c o m p a s s po in t s . O f f i ces c u s t o m 
d e s i g n e d to you r r e q u i r e m e n t s , 
l u x u r i o u s l y a p p o i n t e d . Developer: 
A m e r i c a n Development Corporat ion , 
West Hartford. For more information, 
contact leas ing agent: Midland Realty 
Company , 20 Mountain Ave. , 
Bloomfield 

tMay we Rave 
the pleasure of 

y5up corrjpany ,̂ 

CBC Scholarship 
Connecticut Building Congress 

has announced a college scholar
ship program for Connecticut stu
dents interested in studying sub
jects related to the construction in
dustry. "There wiW be one thousand 
(lollais available yearly in scholar
ship aid based on need and poten
tial. ' 

.Application fonns were sent to 
all public and private secondar> 
schools in the state. Students inter
ested in applying for scholarship 
funds were given a March 15 dead
line. 

A committee of educators, build
ing industr>' representatives, and 
connnunity leaders will select tlie 
award recipient. Members of the 
scholarship awards committee are 
Frank G. Chad wick, president. The 
First New Haven National Bank; 
Herbert L. Emamielson, attorney, 
Emanuelson & Wynne, New Haven; 
Allen Hubbard, engineer, Hubbard, 
Lawless & Osborne Associates, Inc., 
New Haven; Augustus G. Kellogg, 
architect, Environmental Design 
Group, Inc., New Haven; Henry A. 
Pfisterer, engineer, Pfisterer, Tor & 
Associates, New Haven; David 
Wyllie. Jr., lonner superintendent 
of schools, Hamden; Robert E. 
Baker, developer, VVoodbur)'; Ger
ald A. Foster, psychologist, C. N. 
Flagg & Co., Inc., Meriden; Ogden 
Miller, former headmaster of The 
Gunnery School in Washington, 
Ilaiiiden; Edward S. Noble, gcncial 
contractor, W. G. Megin, Inc., 
Naugatuck; and John E. Plantinga, 
engineer, Meyer, Sti'ong and Jones, 
New York City. 

Full information is available from 
Connecticut Building Congress, 
2377 Whitney Avenue, Hamden 
06518. • 
Fircsafe Design 

Two three-day seminars 
architects on designing for 
safet)- and hazard control will be 
conducted April 18-20 and October 
17-19 in West Gloeester, Rhode 
Island. Further information may 
be obtained from C. J. Schroeder, 
Factory Mutual System, 1151 
Boston-Pro\ idence Turnpike, Nor
wood, Massachusetts 02063. • 

for 
fire 
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MerchantsBank a TRUST COMPANY 5 9 W A L L S T R E E T , N O R W A L K , C O N N E C T I C U T 

Pete Lomaglio is Merchants' construction loan expert. Put him 
in the driver's seat, and you can count on the cash to build your 
condominium, industrial plant, motel or office building. 

Merchants has arranged construction financing for such sizeable 
jobs as Southport Woods, a condominium; Holiday Inn in Norwalk; 
The Connecticut Office Building, Westport's largest; and The 
Holson Company's new plant on Route 7 in Wilton. 

We have the know-how and resourc 
off the prn..--' 
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School Award 
Fletcher-Thompson, Inc., Bridge

port architectural firm, received a 
.six'cial award for its design oi 
Highland Elementary School in 
Cheshire. The citation from tlie 
American Association of School 
Adininistiators stated the school is 
a "well-planned elementary school 
with careful consideration of traffic 
patterns both within and without. 
Indoor-outdoor relationships are ex
cellent . . . activity courts (are) 
provided for each classroom . . . 
(there are) conveniently located. 

INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL 

Real Estate Specialists 

Serving all the 
Greater New Haven 

PHONE 777-5481 

yefu-round community use areas." 
Several unicjue design character

istics include grouped classroom 
clusters for developing age groups, 
each with direct access to an out
door activity area. Classrooms for 
children with learning disabilities 
are in the central section of the 
school where these youngsters learn 
and work in proximity to their 
peers iuid achieve a sense of com-
muuity and identification, accord
ing to Frank 0(H)rge of Fletcher-
Thompson, who supei*vised tlie 
architectural work. 

Chester Crowley, principal of the 

school, said: " I feel the school does 
fulfill the needs of the children. I t 
absorbs the children and they ab
sorb it. The enrollment is more tlian 
1,100, yet there is still a feeling of 
spaciousness." Mr. Crowley noted 
diat the school plays its part in 
community life witli some facilities 
being used sLx nights a week for 
both school and community func
tions. 

The Highland School was among 
thirty-five selected for special cita
tions by die AASA jury from some 
four hundred school designs sub
mitted for consideration. 

SPECIFY 

BLACKTOP SEALER 
FOR PARKING AREAS AND DRIVEWAYS 

latexite 
COLOR-FAST ACRYLIC RESIN COLORED SEALERS 

FOR PLAY AREAS 

For low-budget jobs where pavement is not sub
ject to oil and fuel drippings, specify lowcost 

COLOR-SEAL 

FREE Parking Lot Templates save you time m 
preparing plans. Call or write tor yours today. 

WHO IS THE MAN 
WITH A 1000 FACES? 

WILLOW STREET Telephone 
CHESHIRE, CONNECTICUT 2723221 

HE'S EXPERIENCE AND CONFIDENCE 

• HE'S ONE YOU CAN COUNT ON 
HE s G E O R G E TOLMAN 

F O R T H R E E DECADES MAKING AND SELLING 

FINE BRICK AND TILE FROM COAST TO COAST 

ARCHITECTURAL BRICK COMPANY 
417 WASHINGTON AVE. • NORTH HAVEN. CONN. 06473 

2 3 9 - 7 6 1 6 O R 2 3 9 - 1 5 2 9 
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The 30-mrnute fire door. 
It saves money and it saves lives. 

Such a door. 
A year ago you couldn't 

buy a 30-niinute U L rated fire 
door. Anywhere. 

But we've known for some 
time lives could be saved if 
someone in the door industry 
could offer a low-cost f i re 
door as a safe alternative to 
the hollow core door. (Hol-

M A R C H - A P R I L 1972 

low core doors are a bummer 
in a fire. They last only 7-9 
minutes.) So this is our low-
cost answer. A Particle Core 
Fire Door for about 22% less 
than the 3/4-hour fire door. 

We subjected this door to 
the U L fire test, where i t 
stood up to 1,500''F. and held 
firm under 30 lbs. of hose 

stream pressure. Of course, 
you still get maximum sta
bi l i ty , freedom from core 
telegraphing and a lifetime 
interior guarantee. 

For more details about the 
30-minute Fire Door, write 
Weyerhaeuser, P.O. Box 
14400, Barry Square Sta., 
Hartford, Conn. 06114. W e y e r l i a e u s e r 
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HUBBARD. LAWLESS & 
OSBORNE ASSOCIATES, INC. 

110 Whitney Avenue 
New Haven, Connecticut 06510 

Mechanical & Electrical 
Engineers 

BURTON & VAN HOUTEN 
ENGINEERS, INC. 

Structural, Mechanical, 
Electrical, and Civil 

Engineering 

10 North Main Street 
West Hartfortl, Conn. 06107 

Syiiiposiiim 
'I'he performance eonc-ept ol 

buildings will be the subject of a 
symposium by the American 
Society lor Testing and Materials 
in Philadelphia. May 2-5. The 
meeting is sponsored by the Re
union Internationale des Labora-
toires D'Essais et de Recherches 
Sur les Materiau.x et les Construc
tions (International Union of Test
ing and Research Laboratories for 
Materials and Structures), Ameri
can Society for Testing and Ma
terials, and the ('oneeil Int( r-
nati(male du Halinient Pour le 
Recherce L'Etude et la Documen
tation (International Council lor 
Building Research Studies and 
noeumentation). Information is 
available from Miss Joan Mc l''ad-
den, ASTM, 1916 Race Street, 
IMnladelphia. Pa. P)l()3. 

Economic Planning 
Vdlue for Monetj by Michael J. 

Frost is a study on techniciues o f 
"cost benefit analysis" aimed to aid 
planners take social considerations 
into account in economic decisions. 
Published by Cahners Books, Bos
ton, the 248-page volume is meant 
f o r planners o f large scale j i ro jet ts. 
industrial managers, government 
officials, consultants, teachers, and 
students. 

THE ASSOCIATED SHEET METAL, ROOFING AND INSULATING CONTRACTORS 
N O R T H E R N D I S T R I C T O F C O N N E C T I C U T 
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A m e r i c a n Sheet M e l a l Works 
2 8 0 Brookf ide A v e . , W a l e r b u r y 

C. G. Bostwick Co. 
41 Francis A v e . , Har l forc i 

B f i i f o l She»t M e f a l Works 
7 Car l ton St., W a l l i n g f o r d 

C a p i t o l V e n t i l a t i n g Co. 
195 M a x i m Road, Ha r t fo rd 

G. R, Cummings Co. 
198-210 State St.. Mer iden 

Dansky ' s Roofing & Sheet M e t a l Works 
22 Raymond Road, West H a r t f o r d 

Joseph H . Day Company 
16 Honey St., M i l f o r d 

H . R. H i l l a ry Co . 
Box 186, Groton 

Indus t r i a l Sheet M e t a l Works 
140 Boston Post Road, Orange 

Limbach Company 
9 G o o d m a n Place, B l o o m f i e l d 

L i n e r - A t w i l l Co. 
729 N . M o u n t a i n Rd . , N e w i n g t o n 

M o r i n Erection Co. 
683 M i d d l e Turnp ike , Br is to l 

Northeastern V e n t i l a t i n g Co. 
271 John Downey Dr . , N e w Br i t a in 

Ernest Peterson, Inc . 
1830 Broad St., H a r t f o r d 

Por t land Roof ing Co. 
l a k e St., Por t land 

Potter & Carr ier , Inc. 
84 W e l l i n g t o n St., H a r t f o r d 

R. & S. Contractors, Inc. 
4 1 0 S. M a i n St., Wate rbury 

Show M e t a l Fabricators 
Box 1 3 1 , Branfo rd 

Shelton Roofing Co. 
101 Wote r St., Derby 

Southern N . E . Roofing Co. 
Box 1772, H a r t f o r d 

Systems Testing & Ba lanc ing Co. 
32 Harmony Rd. , Granby 

Torco, Inc. 
618 C a p i t o l A v e . , H a r t f o r d 

Job Waiilrd 
David Jones, an inmate of one of 

Connecticut's correctional institu
tions, aj^plied to Allan J. Dehar of 
New Haven's Environmental De
sign Group for employment. While 
no job happened to be availahh . 
Mr. Dehar r(\sponded and received 
the following reply: 

" I want to thank you for your 
c(mrteous reply to my letter. I real
ize that the real estate index is 
sufficiently depres.sed that things 
are not likely to be booming at your 
office. I t is not in the least suq^ris-
ing tliat you have no available 
eniplo) inent. 

"One of the really depressing 
things ahout being locked up is the 
feeling that yon are something of a 
forgotten [X'rscm. Yours was the 
only response T nu-eived to eleven 
similar iiujiiiries . . . 1 really didn't 
exjTect anyone to be leaping at the 
chance to hin> anyone, ĥ t alone a 
'convict' in these times. I was im-
l̂ ressed . . . by (your) concern for 
the situation of one most people 
ignore. 

" . . . the facilities available for 
contacting prospective employers 
or for hearing of potential oix'nings 
are sexcrcK- limited . . . I should 
mention that there aren't many jobs 
that I would consider beneadi me. 
I t is apparent tliat work-release and 
jiossibly even parole wiW be con
tingent upon my security emplo\ -
ment. . . . " • 

CSI Convention 
Th(^ Construction Specification 

Institute's 1972 coinention u i l l be 
held June 19-21 at the Minneajiolis 
Auditorium and (Convention Hall 
and the Radisson Hotel. 

l)a\en|>orl /Vrehilect 
Cesar Pelli, an Argentinian who 

lias acliie\((l international fame, 
will hold the C:harlott<> Sh(>pherd 
Daxcnpoii: Professorship in .Xrchi-
tectm-e at Yale tliis winter and 
spring. He is architectural design 
director for Cruen Associates of 
Los Angeles. • 

\aval Awar<ls 
The U.S. Naval Facilities Engi

neering Command (NAVFAC) in 
collaboration with the American 
Institute of Architects will present 
awards lor completed architectural 
projects designed for the Navy or 
other government agencies whose 
construction was administered by 
NAVFAC. Constniction must have 
Ix-en (ompleted within the previous 
five years. Details are available 
from Commanding Officer, North-
em i:)i\ision. NAVFAC, Philadel
phia, Pennsylvania 19112. Closing 
date is April 28. • 

' ^ ' i Keep America Clean. 
Keep America Beautiful. 
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