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OVER 600 BRICK AND TILE SAMPLES 
FROM WHICH TO CHOOSE! 

U n l i m i t e d C h o i c e o f T e x t u r e s a n d C o l o r s 

A Call to K - F • • • 

. . . wil l br ing a representative to assist you with any techni

cal questions that you may have. Our representatives have 

been t ra ined in the manufacture and use of brick and are 

experts in this f ie ld . 

Call them — Use fhem — They wanf fo help 

See a brick wal l 3 0 0 feet l o n g , d i v i ded into 

sections showing how our many colors and 

textures look. No guessing — here you wil l see 

for yoursel f , right here at our p lant . 

K E L S E Y - F E R G U S O N B R I C K C O M P A N Y 
Route 5, East Windsor Hill, Conn. 

Telephone, Hartford 528-4161 (code 203) 
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j i lder: Connecticut Contemporaries 

In Orange: 
this house sold for $32,900 

A 
Feature: Concealed Telephone Wiring 

"A customer appreciates concealed telephone wiring in the homes we build," says Roger Small , 

architect-builder and head of Connecticut Contemporaries. "It's a feature that means neatness 

and convenience and it*s a definite selling point. We have at least four telephone outlets in every 

home we build." For help in telephone-planning your homes, call any telephone ofBce. 

The Southern New England Telephone Company 
Part of the Nationwide Bell System 



When it comes to 
financing, see the 
man from the FIRST 

For mortgage loans. 
Construction loans. 
Municipal loans. 
Loans for schools, public 
buildings, private residences. 
Tax anticipation loans. 
All types, all amounts. 
See the man from the First when 
you need financing in a hurry. 

F I R S T 
N A T I O N A L B A N K 
Serving Connecticut since 1792 
Assets over $210 million. 

Now with 
15 offices 

COMING EVENTS 

May 6-27 
Museum of Art, Science and Indus
try, Bridgeport: Paintings, sculp
ture, Drints and drawings selected 
for ex libit by Charles Addains. 

May 1-31 
Wadsworth Atheneuni, Hartford: 
Rare Italian panels and manu
scripts. 

May 8-30 
New Britain Musenm of American 
Art: Exhibits by The Connecticut 
Academy of Fine Arts and The 
Comiccticut Watcrcolor Society. 

May-jviiu- 3 
Library Neighborhood Center, 
New Haven: Paintings by Freder
ick T. Fay and John D. Whiting. 

May 1-26 
Silvermine College of Art, New 
Canaan: First Intercollegiate Fac
ulties Exhibition. 

May-July 5 
Larry Aldrich Museum, Ridgeficld: 
Art of the 50's and fiO's from the 
c ollection of Richard Brown Baker. 

May 20-25 
On Tlie Green, New Hav.n: I'iltl. 
.Annual Festival of Arts. 

May 20 
Yankee Silversmitli Inn, Walliuj^-
ford: Coimeetieut Society of Arc hi-
tects' Dinner Meeliuii, 6:(K) p.m. 
Speaker, Harold J. Rosen, Chief 
S|)< i ifieations Writer. Skidmore. 
Owings and Merrill, and contribut
ing editor, Progressive Architec
ture. 

May 22 
Stamford: House Tour emphasiz
ing jirivate art collections. 

May-June 20 
Yale University Art Gallery. Xeu 
IIa\eu: Paintinti in England, 1700-
1850, from the colh^ction of Mr. 
and Mrs. Pan) Mellon. 
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TO REPORT AND FOSTER 

The purpose of CONNECTICUT ARCHITECT is to en-
eon rage de\'elopment of a physical environment of enduring 
quaht)' for all people who live, work, worship and play in 
Connecticut. 

CONNECTICUT ARCHITECT intends to provide for an 
exchange of infonnation and opinion among all meml:)ers of the 
building industry and those who cause or influence building in 
our state — the government agencies and boards which commis
sion new building, financial organizations which provide funds 
for building, private coiporations and individuals who invest in 
building, contractors and builders who perforai the construction, 
manufacturers and dealers who supply the materials for l)uilding, 
planning and zoning officials who regulate land use, officials 
concenied with building safety, and others who contribute to 
beneficial change in the man-made portions of our environment. 

To all these, and within the architectural profession itself, 
CONNECTICUT ARCHITECT sen es as a means of communi
cation for the architects of Connecticut. The profession exists 
to ensure excellence in planning, design and construction of 
everything we build. Its practitioners are obligated to provide 
objective, impartial, professional guidance toward this goal of 
excellence, for the alternative is the wasteful land use and chaotic 
building which too often results from unguided efforts. 

CONNECTICUT ARCHITECT recognizes that quality in 
architectine is not limited to its visual effect. Architecture is 
neither window dressing, commercial art, nor stiuctiual cos
metics. Unique and starthng Imildings are always newsworthy, 
and it is the policy of this magazine to publish significant inno
vations in building. We shall endeavor, also, to give attention to 
the professional quality of the solution of the building program — 
the reasoning which led to the resnlt rather than the obvious 
character of the finished structure. We shall report architectural 
examples of pleasing composition, functional plan and the adap
tation to limitations of site and budget. We hope to stimulate 
thinking and discussion which wi l l be constructive and helpful. 

The editors of CONNECTICUT ARCHITECT believe tliat 
the best obtainal)le environment for all citizens of Connecticut 
can be realized through broad understanding of the character
istics which distinguish excellence in architectine. This involves 
all those who influence building in any way. We believe that 
such understanding comes best through recognition and respect 
for the work of all who participate conscientiously and creatively 
in the effort to improve our physical surroundings. 

I t is our purpose to recognize and report these conscientious 
efforts and results. We hope our reporting wi l l encourage eveiy-
one to build to the very best of his ability, within a framework 
of guidance provided by the architectural profession and imple
mented by the skills of all members of the ])uilding industry. 

In sunmiary, CONNECTICUT ARCHITECT is edited and 
published to report and foster good architectme in Connecticut. 

Editorial Board 



PRIVATE REDEVELOPMENT 
OFFICE BUILDING 

C. H. DEXTER & SONS, INC 

Windsor Locks, Connecticut 

LOUIS J. D R A K O S 

& ASSOCIATES 

ARCHITECTS 

INDUSTRIAL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

General Contractor 

What is the proper environment 
for the executives of a 198-year-old 
firm, with seven generations of 
family ownership and manage
ment, entering its third century of 
fast-moving achievement? 

The recently completed corpo
rate office building for C. H. Dex
ter & Sons, Inc., provides at least 
part of the answer for this success
ful Connecticut company foimded 
in Windsor Locks in the era of the 
water wheel. In addition to serv
ing as the finn's headquarters office, 
the building also is a fonn of 
private redevelopment to encour
age a high standard for the orderly 

growth of its home city. Reflecting 
tlie Dexter heritage and technol
ogy, the structure is both function
al and esthetic. 

The site chosen is across the 
street from the production plant 
on Main Street in Windsor Locks, 
adjacent to Kettle Brook. At first 
glance, the steep graded comer on 
the brook's edge seemed difficult if 
not impossible to work with. The 
central steam plant which had 
occupied the location for many 
years needetl major improvements 
or replacement. A comparative 
evaluation of tliis site against pur
chase of a new site proved tlie 

locati(m economically feasible for 
the office structure. 

Architect Louis J. Drakos and 
his associates provided a contem
porary design, three-level building 
for maximum site utilization. I t 
serves as cori^orate headquarters 
for C. H. Dexter & Sons, Inc. and 
as adminstrative offices for Dexstar 
Fa])cr C>'onipany. 

The lower level ccmtains the 
computer room, a mechanical 
equipment room, the duplicating 
department, and a community 
meeting room which is directly 
accessible from the outside for the 
l)ul)lic. The main floor houses the 



paper company offices as well as 
the principal entrance and lobby. 
Corporate executive offices com
prise the upper or penthouse level. 

Because of soft soil conditions, 
the structure is supported by 
twenty-seven steel reinforced con
crete caissons which rest on bed
rock some twenty feet below the 
surface. The caissons are concrete 
shafts, three feet thick and bell 
shaped at the bottom. The struc
tural frame of carbon steel is canti-
levered from these foundations. 

The shape of the building blends 
the strength of smooth flowing 
horizontal floor and roof lines with 
crisp, finely detailed vertical wall 
lines. Extensive use was made of 
tinted filter glass which allows pas
sage of beneficial light but screens 
out glare and haiTnful rays, in addi
tion to acting as partial insulation. 
The glass is set into recessed aliuni-
num mullions which were custom-
designed to provide a third dimen
sion of depth. 

Also included on the exterior to 
carry out the design theme are 
pre-cast exposed aggregate con
crete panels. Set into the concrete 
in a random pattern are chips of 
white translucent quartz and pink 
granite. 

Inside, each of the three levels 
creates its own environment for its 
special purpose and relationship to 
the other levels. On the lower 
level, the whir and staccato sounds 
of tlie computer's operations are 
housed in a bright, crisp controlled 
atmosphere. The 34.50-pound elec
tronic brain rests on a "floating 
floor" beneath which is concealed 
a network of cables and wires. 

On the penthouse level, the pres
ident's finely appointed office is 
softly lighted and quietly paneled 
with matched African mahogany. 

(Please turn to page 10) 

Top — Main lobby reception desk is curved 
to complement the round modern stairway and 
elevator tower. 

Center — Files serve as divider between de
partments in spacious office area . 

Bottom — Computer cables and wires ore be
neath floating floor in lower level. 
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Boord Room provides well-appointed area for corporate meetings. Separate reception area serves executive offices on penltiouse level. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Also on this level are the distinc
tive offices of the chainnan of the 
board and the vice presidents, as 
well as the board room and a 
reception area. 

The main reception lobby on the 
groimd floor is at the crossroads 
of the building's pedestrian traffic, 
with a waiting area behind the 
receptionist's large cun^ed desk. 
Offices lining the walls at this le\ el 
are beige in tone, trimmed in blue. 

Standing from the floor of the 
lower level to the penthouse ceil
ing is a round reinforced concrete 

tower. It serves as the elevator 
shaft and also provides a forming 
center for the circular stairway. 

The stairs winding through the 
three levels seem to float, as they 
are suspended on steel rods 
anchored in the concrete roof. The 
rods are finished with an epoxy 
paint that is produced by a Dexter 
subsidiary. 

Interior decorating, by Burt-
Knust-McCabe of Hartford, con
tinues the functional, crisp lines of 
the exterior. The over-all impres
sion is one of conseivative, tasteful 
i i s ( ^ ol modern materials quite in 
keo[)ing with D e x t e r tradition. 

President David L. Coffin's office overlooks Dexter plant across Main Street in Windsor Locks. 

At the rear of the building. 
Kettle Brook forms an integral part 
of the blend of landscape and 
structure design. With the aid of 
a small dam on the brook, it has 
been transfonned into a reflecting 
pool extending the length of the 
structure. The landscaping was 
executed by Currier, Anderson and 
Geda of West Hartford. 

Associated with the general 
contractor, Industrial Construction 
Company of Newington, in this 
project were Collins Electric Com
pany, Springfield, Massachusetts, 
for electrical work; D. J. Hannafin, 
Inc., Hartford, for plumbing; and 
The Jack Lipman Company, Hart
ford, for heating. 

Louis Drakos considers the Dex
ter office building to be a bridge 
between the firm's historic past 
and its place in the space and com
puter age. "The design recognizes 
history while reflecting Dexter's 
industiy leadership today and 
tomorrow." 

LOUIS J. DRAKOS earned his degree 
in architci tmc at Reiis.selaer Polytecliiiic 
Institute. Following brief terms in other 
firms, he established his own office for the 
practice of architecture in 1949. His 
work has been published in Architectural 
Forum and Tne Architectural Record 
and has also been cited and exhibited at 
various time«. He is a member of the 
Hartford Society of Architects, American 
Institute of Architects, National Council 
of Architectural Registration Boards, and 
National Panel of Arbitrators. He also 
serves as a Director of the Boys' Clubs 
of Hartford and as an incorporator of 
the American School for the Deaf. 

10 



A Personal Expression 
R E S I D E N C E AND O F F I C E O F MR. AND MRS. L A W R E N C E M I C H A E L S 

Westport, Connecticut 

Lawrence Michaels, Architect 

Joseph A. Marino, Buihler 

To Lawrence Michaels, the 
architect's own home should be a 
personal expressi(m of good design 
at a fair price. \ \ hile there are 
well-advertised dangers to serxing 
as one's own lawyer or doctor, the 
arcliitect designing his own home 
has a challenge laced with oppor
tunity. 

He hcis full opportunity to give 
almost unliniitcxl expression to his 
personal philosophy of architec
tural design. The challenge lies in 
[)r()\ing his philosopli) to he tech
nically practical, economically feas
ible and realistic, and conducive to 
comfortable family living. 

Mr. Michaels' homesite is a two 
and-one-half acre plot in a partially 
wooded, residential section of 
\\Vstport, north of the Merritt 
Parkway. The land was fairly level 
with a natural slope from the street 
to the rear. Viewed from the circu
lar tirive approach, the structure 
appears low and rectangular, with 
a marked linear discipline. From 
the rear, however, the two-level 
house seems to be almost in move
ment. 

The natural gra\el bed of the 
site required no special foundation 
considerations. Footings are ponred 
concrete and tlie floor of the lower 

level is a concrete slab. Architect-
o\\ ner Michaels chose post and 
beam constniction because of its 
inherent economies, coupled with 
the structural beanty of an exposed 
frame. 

The house has been classified as 
"Contemporary Greek Revival" — 
a concept prompted by the famous 
Greek Temple of Athena Nike. The 
eight-f(K)t-deep decks at front and 
rear of the house recall the col-
louades of the temple. Wi th four 
t\\cK ('-foot modules in width and 
twenty-eight feet in depth, the re
sult is a .50- by 28-foot house, with 
a total of 2800 s(piare feet of floor 
sp . icc n i its two le\els. 
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L O W E R C O U R T 

OFFICE BEDROOM P u A u C BEDROOM 

BEDROOM 
I • 

U P P E R COURT 

L O W E R F L O O R P L A N 

BEDROOM L I V I N G 

EKfTRY K I T C H E N 

U P P E R FLOOR PLAN 

From the drive, a small stone 
terrace leads to the entry steps 
which rise to a platform or entry 
deck. The front door is set off-
center, interrupting the regularity 
of the glass walls of the two center 
modules. Behind these walls are 
the entry way, the dining area, and 
the stairway. Floors here are ran
dom rectangular flagstone. Tlie 
entryway leads direcdy to the large 
living room, with its opposite wall 
completely glass including two slid
ing doors to a rear deck. The ex
posed chimney is of native stone 
with a living r(K)m fireplace. The 
rear side of the chimney forms one 
wall of the dining area. 

The master bedroom, with a 
bath and walk-in closet, are at one 
end and kitchen and den at the 
other end to complete the upper 
floor level — the adult living area. 
The stairs in the entryway descend 
to the lower floor level, which con
tains the children's suite and the 
owner's office. The utility room is 
also at this level. 

Both the office and the children's 
playroom have their own exterior 
entrances from the covered court 
under the rear deck. Thus, the 
business office can operate without 
interference to the household rou
tine, and the children can reach 
and leave their own quarters with
out having to go through the ui)i)( r 
level. 

The exterior of the house is fin
ished in part of insulating glass 
walls and in part cedar plywood 
siding applied directly to the studs. 
The same cedar paneling is used 
for the interior walls of the living-
dining area. On the inside, a 
pickled finish resembles the 
bleached finish of the exterior. A 
similar walnut plywood paneling 
is used for the walls of the master 
bathroom. Elsewhere, walls and 
ceilings are gŷ Dsum dry wall con
struction. 

The flat roof is built up and fin
ished with white gra\el which 
helps reflect the summer siui's heat. 
The scupper roof drains discharge 
into dry wells at the ground level, 
and these in turn are tied into the 
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Post and beam structural system provides frame for rear deck and lower court. 

foundation drain tile which carries 
excess water to the rear of the lot. 

The landscaping has two focal 
points. In the front, young dog
wood trees ring the paved drive
way and fonn a low-level screen. 
At the rear, a yew hedge separates 
the inner court of the formal lawn 
from the rest of the acreage. The 
planting was handled by Daybreak 
Nursery of W^estport. 

The interior decorating and 
much of the furnishings were de
signed by Mr. Michaels and are an 
important contribution to the 
charm of this contemporary dwell
ing. In his words: 'T specified 
native materials, duplicated exter
ior surfaces within, and used earth 
colors to complete a total integra
tion." 

The extensive high-fidelity radio 

and phonograpli system is in a 
cabinet of his design, hung on a 
living room wall oflF the floor. Built-
in fixtures and units abound in 
other areas, too — most all owner-
designed. In addition to dining 
room furniture by Saarinen, there 
are pieces of Danish Modem and 
Scandinavian wood light fixtures. 

In the living areas of the main 
level, all lights have dimmer con
trols. Fluorescent fixtures were 
used in the office area, and all light
ing and other electrical work was 
perfonned by Stephen Knapp, 
Bridgeport. 

The plumbing contractor was 
Dickson Heatini; and Plumbing of 
Westport, and tlie conventional oil-
fired, forced liot air heating system 
was installed by Breault Associates 
of Bridgeport. 

Throughout this unusual com
bination of home and office, the 
exposed post and beam frame gives 
a sti'ong impression of rugged 
strength, while the generous use of 
glass walls and clerestory lighting 
contributes an open, spatial — al
most aiiy — quality to the design. 
Above all, the appropriateness and 
taste of the furnishings and interior 
finish complement the design con
cept which Mr. Michaels calls 
"structural ex-pressionism." 

L A W R E N C E M I C H A E L S graduated 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
with a degree in architecture. He 
opened his own practice in Westport 
after several years in otlier firms. His 
work has been featured in American 
Home, The New York Times Sunday 
Magazine, and other publications. His 
residence will appear ater this year in 
Better Homes and Gardens. 

Exposed chimney of native stone serves qs divider between living and dining areas. 
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E A T I N G H I G H 

MERMAID TAVERN 
Stratford, Connecticut 

JACK H. SCHECTER, ARCHITECT 

p. FRANCINI & CO., INC. 

General Contractor 

Poised on a bluff overlooking the 
VIerritt Parkway and the Housa-
tonic River in Stratford is a tribute 
to the architectural \ ision and skill, 
down-to-earth variety, of a î roup 
of iinaninativ (' people. Here, Mer
maid Tavern and Hotel ha\-e been 
l)|( !i(li'd into a C^omiecticnt land-
s(a|)e to make optinimn i r s < " of a 
site uliieli stood idle for many 
years. The best that eonld be said 
ior the proi)erty was that it had a 
\ iew and w as c lose to a main tralfie 
artery. 

Tlu^ rocky land rises precipitons-
ly from east to west to a height of 
sixty feet. With an initial bnd^el 
of •S4().()(K). a series of plateaus was 
ear\('d out to gi\'e eonxcnient 
access to five separate buildings, 
one of which was to house the 
Tavern and the other fom were to 
be motel units. The entire project 
was planned, designed and con
structed under the direction of 
Jack H. Schecter, Bridgeport archi
tect. 

I'he motel buildings are three 
stories liigh, but only one stairw ax 
is needed in each. The first and 
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Mermaid Tavern diners have unobstructed view of Housotonic River in Stratford. 

second floors are entered from 
roadway levels. Full advantage 
was taken ol tlie natural terrain in 
contouring to create the drives and 
entrances which would bring din
ner and motel customers directly 
to fl(x)r level entrauees. The plan
ning also involved convenient 
parking areas. 

As one of the five units. Mer
maid Tavern is designed similarly. 
The restaurant is entered from the 
road level and there is adequate 
room for maneuvering even the 
largest wheelbase cars. 

From the outside, the buildings 
are of a contemporary design 
which includes a subtle suggesliou 
of what is in store for guests when 
they enter the building. This sug
gestion consists of a discreet use of 
oak beams to Frame the marble-
chip faced panels made with a 
polyester binder. Glass plays a 
major part in the design, too. 

Careful researching of Eliza
bethan architecture was necessary 
before Mermaid Tavern could be 
designed. The owners wanted a 
faithful impression of the days of 

William Shakespeare, but not bla
tant mimicry. Stratford in Con
necticut has a strong affinity for 
Stratford-on-A von, and this spirit 
was an important consideration in 
all planning. The architect was 
able to counsel the owners so the 
final result was a successful inter
pretation which was pleasing to 
everyone concerned—including the 
many patrons of this interesting 
Connecticut dining place. 

A transition in time between the 
outside and the inside of the 
building was acccmiplished with 
good taste. The dining patron who 
enters Memiaid Tavern steps back 
imaginatively 400 years as he goes 
through the door. The spirit of 
Shakespeare's time has been fully 
captured, even though the bard 
himself would possibly find many 
unusual things ab(mt the result. It 
is renaissance updated, but it lacks 
nothing of the charm we have all 
read about. Architect Schecter did 
considerable research of the Eliza
bethan period to prepare himself 
before he started his design. Then 
he created an atmosphere in which 

modern, functional architecture 
projects the impression associated 
with Shakespeare and the English 
Queen, while providing all of to
day's refinements and conveniences. 

A touch of authenticity greets 
visitors in the foyer. This is the 
Memiaid Tavem sign which was 
brought from England where i t 
identified the first Mermaid Tavem 
for many years. It retains stnmg 
evidence of the passing of time in 
its venerable paint and food. 

The Tavem and other buildings 
are heated electrically, and all are 
completely air conditioned. M ( k 1 -
em light control equipment is used 
in the dining room to heighten the 
illusion of an historic past in the 
midst of a practical present. Light
ing in the Pub Room and restau
rant is dramatized by the use of a 
specially designed series of sconces 
to create a candle-lit appearance 
and enhance the nostalgic climate 
for dining. 

(Please turn to page 34) 
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Detail shov/s marble-chip faced panels. 

Dining room has Elizabethan elegance. 
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*ain entrance is convenient to clrive and parking area 

Pub Room features massive brick firepiac* 
and informal atmosphere. 
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CONNECTICUT BUILDING CONGRE 

Three architects and two engi
neers were honored by tlie Con-
neeticnt Bnilding Congress at the 
awards and recognition Inneheon 
of the Fonrth Construction Indns-
try Exposition and Symposinm, 
held April 20 and 21, 1965, at the 
Statler Hi Hon Hotel, Hartford. 

The awards, presented by Kelton 
C. Piiinchand, A.I.A., New Haven, 
president of the Congress, were for 
"outstanding competence in archi
tecture and engineering." Winners 
were Associated Architects, Farm-
ington, for the design of the Farm-
ington Industrial Park; Russell, 
Gibson & VonDohlen, architects, 
\\ est Hartford, for the design of 
the Annie Fisher Elementary 
School, Hartford; and Joseph 
Stein, A.I.A., Waterbury, for the 
design of the Waterbury Club. 

Engineering awards were pre
sented to Fred S. Dubin Associates, 
Hartford, for the engineering sys
tems featured in the Climatron 
project, St. Louis, Missouri; and 
Morton S. Fine Associates, West 
Hartford, for the engineering sys
tems at the University of Connecti
cut's Hartford extension. 

Thirty-eight Connecticut finns 
participated in the professional dis
play wliieli illustrated projects lo
cated throughout the world. All 
were tlu^ work of Connecticut 
architects and engineers. Projects 
had to be completed after January, 
1960, or must have been under 
construction by April 20, 1965. 

Judges for the competition were 
Thomas W. Mackesey, vice provost 
and professor of regional planning, 
Cornell University; Allan Temko, 
architectural critic for the San 
Francisco Chronicle; and John 
Plantinga, P.E., a partner of Meyer, 
Sti-ong and Jones, New York City. 

r-] 

Farmington Industrial Park 

Annie Fisher Elementary School 
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ONORS ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS 

If 

Waferbury Club 

University of 

Connecticut, 

HortforcJ 

Ttie Climafron 
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FULL-TIME FAMILY HOUSE 

AN ARCHITECT'S RESIDENCE 

Guilford, Connecticut 

BRUCE PORTER ARNEILL, ARCHITECT 

ERWIN C. GRIFFITHS 

General Contractor 



Open design melds with country setting. 

In designing his residence, Archi
tect Bruce Anieill's aim was a sim
ple, nncompHcated house con
structed of standard materials and 
built by standard construction 
meth(xls. He wanted a "modem" 
lioiise completed within the gen
erally accepted budget range ol a 
builder's house. He intended to 
demonstrate that such a house is 
neither cold nor expensive, lie 
knew he cx)uld create warmth and 
c()ii\••niciicc without superfluous 
posturing and gesturing. He knew, 
too, that he could create a neat 

i . laiiouship betAveen structure and 
space and a homogeneous affinity 
between exterior and interior — 
and do all these things within a 
realistic budget. 

His building proves his point. 
The site he selected was a heav-

il \ wooded, rocky two aud-oiu-half 
acres with an elevation of one hun
dred feet providing a breathtaking 
vista of the Sound, offshore islands, 
and Long Island in the distance. 
Old stone fences crossed the prop
erty and added to the sense of pri-
vdcv iiilu K lit in the treed and hilly 

homesite. Maximum exploitation of 
the site's natural beauty was to be 
a doininant feature of the archi
tecture. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ameill have two 
children who share their parents' 
love of the outdoors. This dictated 
the first requirement — a large, 
open living area. Kitchen and bed
room areas would have to be close 
by, and there would be exterior 
covered decks. The main axis 
would foeus the houst̂  for the most 
advantageous view of the Sound. 

Sensitive utilization of all the 
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Nightfall dramatizes structure of pavilion. 

lJ 
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a.EEP»<G UNIT C O f f C C T O R GARAGE UNiT 

22 



natural attributes of the site sup
ported Mr. Ameill's conviction that 
there was no need for superfluous 
design to interfere with the beauty 
of simple and sincere architecture 
wliich provides its own esthetic ele
gance and style. 

The interrelation of interior and 
exterior, of solids and voids, had to 
be clearly defined. I t had to be a 
home in which the housewife could 
manage easily, and wliich would 
require a minimum of maintenance 
and repair. This textbook concept 
was skillfully interpreted and 
formed into an extremely attractive 
and livable residence. 

Thematically, the house consists 
of a cluster of functional units cap
able of growing with family needs. 
The units are wrapped around and 
define the central space and cov
ered deck. From tlie center pa
vilion, which is open on all sides, 
the solid wing units meander freely 
and expand graciously on the level 
plateau wliich overlooks tlie view. 

The sleeping unit nestles among 
trees and rocks and is farthest away 
from the more active areas. The 
utility units, wliich consist of the 
wife's work area, the breakfast 
area, ilie cliildren's play area and 
a crafts workshop, are separated 
from the quiet units by the pa
vilion living area. Since no space 
is wasted on corridors there is a 
feeling of spacious convenience 
and purpose. Tlie garage unit pro
vides room for two cars and for 
work space, and lends itself to fu
ture expansion as a playroom and 
larger workshop. 

Tlie pavilion is defined by and 
served by all die miits. This agora 
of the house is where all commun
ity functions take place. The pa
vilion incorporates the north court
yard, the entrance courtyard, tlie 
main deck, the Uving, dining and 
study spaces, and ties the whole 
house together witliin its natural 
setting. 

The use of a cluster concept 
around a main focal point in an 
asymmetrical manner is such tliat 
the addition of another pavilion 
type structure or more units would 
enhance the total house complex. 

Trees frome striking view of Long Island Sound from central living space. 
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Dec 
at s 

k, an extension of interior floor, is reachecJ by sliding doors 
ides of fireplace and from breakfast area. 

Master light control near front door and enclosed deck with sculpture. 

m 

Street side privacy is obtained 
through a front elcx ation play of 
.solid units. There is only one w in
dow visible from the road. The 
nortli courtyard screen allows light 
and air inside, but from a short 
distance appears opaque. 

Lighting plays an important role 
in complementing the architecture. 
It is designed in all areas to pro
vide for variable effect. The owner 
can, at wil l , create small or large 
effects, closed or open feeling, or 
intimate or active atmosphere. 
Lighting in the trees around the 
house makes the pavilion become 
large and its walls become natural 
boundaries defined by the trees. In 
the different seasons there are un
limited light xariations available to 
change the atmosphere of tlie 
pavilicm. 

All lights are controlled by dim
mer or three-position switches. A 
reduetion of lumen output of a 
lamp produces a warm, relaxiiiu 
light, and this '.an ])e accom
plished by almost limitless com
binations throughout the house. 
Most of the light is produced from 
reflected lighting which utilizes 
ceilings, walls and furniture at 
"fi.xtures." One is unaware of the 
light sources. In the kitchen, lights 
are concealed above and below 
the eabincts to provide work light 
underneath and to cause the entire 
ceiling to act as an over-all (ixliiii 
for general illumination. 

By lighting the pavilion from 
onlsidc. the glass ai)pears opaque 
from the exterior and produces 
complete pri\ac\- w ithin the honsc. 
From the inside this has the cli. c ( 
of including the yard visually as 
part of the living area. 

Sk\lights arc used in conjunction 
with artificial lights to flood or 
wash a particular wall or sui-face 
with light. This lighting is always 
under control and never direct. The 
skylights contain lamps which at 
night produce effects similar to 
those obtained in natiual daylight. 

Regular stock sizes of equipment 
and materials were used through
out the house. Windows were re-
detailed to remove unnecessary 
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trim and simplify them in refine
ment and line. The frame around 
them is for definition, and small 
exterior protruding overhead cano
pies are designed for rain and sun 
control, plus functioning as neces
sary air scoops to ventilate the roof 
structure. 

Exterior walls are Texture 1-11 
plywood surfacing on standard 
studs. Interior walls have standard 
studs and dry wall, except for the 
panelled surfaces which use the 
same plywood as the exterior. The 
doors are plugged and sanded ply
wood witli a carpet and mat cover
ing, or vinyl as in the Idtchen. Tlie 
ceiling is dry wall construction with 
eight-inch wood joists, plyscore 
roof deck and five-ply built up 
roofing. Footings are block with 
stucco surfacing and sit on bed
rock to provide a crawl space 
which is covered with a two-inch 
layer of concrete poured over poly
ethylene. 

Wood trusses with exposed mem
bers, steel plates and bolts support 
the 36 by 36 foot roof of the pa
vilion. The large span between 
columns and large cantilever over
hang called for the strong, honest 
exposed structure. The overhang 
provides total sun control. 

In all the unit wings, doors go 
cleanly from floor to ceihng to 
allow uncluttered expanse of car
pet and ceiling from one room to 
another. 

Outdoors there is a natural court
yard between the rock and the 
stone fence. Adjacent to the main 
open yard in front of the deck 
is a place for the cliildren to play. 
Its relation to the glass-walled 
areas provides a feeling of security 
for the children — and the parents 
— whether the children are outside 
or in. 

The house plan and layout were 
developed specifically for the needs 
of the owner. All rooms were de
signed with the furniture layout so 
both the arcliitecture and the furni
ture work together. This helped 

(Please turn to page 36) 

Lighting is designed to provide variable effect in all areas. 

Great central trussed roof extends beyond gloss walls of l iving-dining pavi l ion . 
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INDUSTRIAL CAMPUS 

CONNECTICUT SPRING CORPORATION 
Farmington, Connecticut 

ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS 
WALTER F. GREENE, Jr. 

Partner in Charge 

ABEL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
General Contractor 

The Connecticut Spring Corpo
ration began in 1939 with six em
ployees in a second-story loft in 
Hartford. The idea of the com
pany was to be the best spring-
maker in the industiy. Today finds 
the Connecticut Spring Coipoia-
tiou the largest spring plant in 
Connecticut — an (S4.(XX) squiu-e 
foot, air conditioned facility em
ploying 400 persons. And its loea-
tion is in a beautiful industrial 
campus, the Farmington Industrial 
Park — developed by the FIP Cor
poration. 

This evolution, of course, was 
aided and abetted by a variety of 
people — site planners, lu-chitects, 
contractors, and engineers — as 
well as the owners and stiiff of the 
company. In between, too, were 

several pauses at other locations in 
the city of Hartford. 

r'ai inington Industi-ial Park is an 
industrial neighborhood that inte
grates the gifts of natine with the 
needs of both man and industiy, 
to j)roduce an atmosphere con
ducive to |-eue\\('d i)ri(le in our 
industrial w a\ ol life. It comprises 
over 150 aeres ol lolling field and 
woodland, bordered by high\\a\ s 
and a railroad. While not in an 
urban industrial dishict, it none
theless lies in the heart of one of 
the major pools of highly-skilled 
labor in the countr\ . 

The Park is already the site of 
ten small and medium-size plants, 
with room available for as many 
more. While all existing; buildings 
are generally similar and comple-
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Employee recreation terrace adjoins bui lding. 
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Colonnaded entrywoy leads to main office reception area . 

mentary in appearance, each was 
designed to meet the functional 
needs and operations of the client. 
An essential member of the Park's 
planning team since 1959 is Walter 
F. Greene, Jr., AIA. 

The Connecticut Spring Corpo
ration specializes in the manufac
ture of small, precision springs — 
up to one-half inch in size. Other 
products include wire forms, metal 
stampings and torsion springs. The 
problem presented to the architect 
and other members of the planning 
team, in addition to a simple need 
for more space, was one of 
variables. 

1. While some products move 
through many departments, 
others move only through 

one; thus, no tine assembly 
line is possible. 

2. Large, repetitive orders must 
be accommodated along with 
small, specialized orders. 

3. These two factors dictate that 
material flow must be flexible, 
but still organized. 

4. While some plant areas must 
p r o v ide for future expansion, 
others must provide for fu
ture contraction. 

Architect Creene's solution is a 
very simple building block that can 
be expanded in two directions. The 
other two directions are fixed with 
office and shipping entrance on one 
side and a landscaped employees' 
terrace on the other. 

The interior layout was decided 
only after extensive studies by the 
planning team, including depart
ment heads and other staff mem
bers of Connecticut Spring. These 
analyses covered appreciation of 
both company and industry trends, 
as well as studies of actual mater
ials movement. The flows had to 
be kept free in several directions, 
and the quality control function 
and receiving-shipping-billing ac
tivities required special considera
tion. 

The structure is a double canti
lever system with twenty-five by 
forty-f(X)t bays, completely free 
from the walls. Structural steel 
was chosen for the system, based 
on direct competition, although 
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Visitors' reception room fakes advantage of rural setting. 

Conference area in executive offices. 

Executive offices on main and penthouse levels are connected by circular stairway. 

laminated timber would also have 
l)eeu eeoiiomical. Carr>'ing purlins 
aeioss the tops of girders allows a 
very light and inherently "thick" 
structure with sufficient depth 
above the girder line for hoists, 
ductwork, and conduits. Tlie gas-
fiicd duct fumaces and well-water 
air conditioning coils are also hung 
above the bottom of the girders. 
These features make for a very 
neat view upwards. 

The wall system is faced with 
foiu-inch brick, [racked by sand-
cement blocks, in reinforced cavity-
wall construction, providing both 
insulation and weatheiproofing. 
High strip windows, immediately 
under the wide cornice overhangs, 
add a feeling of airiness and light 
without glare. Single, narrow verti
cal strip windows are set into each 
bay, giving additional contact with 
the outdoor setting of the site. 

The roof deck is wood fiber con
crete, topped with tar and gravel. 
Waste iiir conditioning water is 
sprinkled on the roofing during 
warm weather to reduce the air 
conditi(ming load. On the under
side, this decking is left exposed in 
the shop areas for acoustical con
trol. The office areas and employ
ees* lounge have hung ceilings. 

The plant is completely air con
ditioned for comfort and elficiency. 
Sejxuate systems for shop and 
office keei) proeessing fumes from 
the offices. A masonry wall be
tween these two functi(mal areas 
also provides a sound separation. 

In the shop, fluorescent lighting 
fixtures are arranged lielow the 
eight-foot purlin spacing. The main 
floor of the plant has been kept a 
completely flexible area, with all 
services located overhead to facili
tate easy relocation according to 
changing needs. 

After several years of use, tliis 
modem industrial plant has shown 
how the en\aronment of the ma
chine can simultaneously be a good 
environment for man. The owners 
report that the almost rural loca
tion is no detriment in securing 

(Please turn to page 37) 



Archi tect . C A R L R. B L A N C H A R D . J r . G e n e r a l Cont rac tor . P. F R A N C I N I and C o . . Inc . 

Classic in design ,. . high in function 

S e m i - t r a n s l u c e n t , S e l f -
c l e a n i n g W h i t e Q u a r t z 
Textured set in grey Matrix 
background. O n e of a wide 
variety of P last icrete co lors 
and textures. 

The chief measure in good architecture is order, function and delight. This 
new Connecticut Motor Club building located in Hamden fills the bil l . This 
powerful design of self supporting reinforced Plasticrete Panels add new 
beauty to the community with their expo.sed quartz aggregate facings. These 
panels are designed to be maintenance free. Functional in their " U " shapes 
to make possible set back areas for window shading and air conditioning 
economies. When beauty is the requisite and economy and special zoning re
quirements are factors, architects can design in the way of "delight" factor 
with Plasticrete Pre-Cast Panels. 

T H E P L A S T I C R E T E 
HAMDEN . HARTFORD • NORTH HAVEN • SO. WINDSOR • NEWINGTON, CONN. ALSO PLANTS 

C O R P O R A T I O N 
IN ACTON • CAMBRIDGE AND MEDFORD. MASS. 



F R E E ! 
N U M I I I C l l INOI« - t . 

» l » H » » I I I C » l l N O I « - ( 
( I IUCItNCI V t l U l i - c 

450 colors! 

ARCHITECTS COLOR S E L E C T O R 
Immediately available to architects and designers is 
California Products ' new COLOR SELECTOR contain
ing a w ide range of i n t e r i o r / e x t e r i o r pa i n t co lor 
swatches and other useful data! 

Laminated plastic tabs dist inguish 15 major color 
categories ranging f rom delicate to dynamic color 
shades for fast reference. All color swatches are 
clearly labeled and perforated for easy removal; 
comprehensive alphabetical, numerical indexes and 
a helpful light reflectance value chart provide quick 
and expert color selection! 

The COLOR SELECTOR is attractively bound in red 
plastic and measures I8V2" x 8" x 2 " . Qualified 
users can receive a free copy promptly by using the 
convenient order coupon below! 

Prompt service is assured by the location of California 
Products' dealers throughout Connect icut—complete, 
ail-latex paint systems manufactured by California 
Products Corporation ful f i l l the most exacting archi 
t e c t u r a l s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ! Home 
o f f i c e and p l a n t : Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

For your FREE Color Selector, fill out and return this 
coupon to: 
Mr. Jack Tormay 
Connecticut District Mgr. 
California Products Corp. 
123 Miriam Road 
New Britain, Connecticut 
Tel: 203/BA 4-2379 
Name 
Firm 
A d r i m s s 

City State. Zip 

C A L I F O R N I A P R O D U C T S C O R P O R A T I O N 
169 Waverly Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02139 

(617) 547-5300 

L E T T E R S . . . . 
We are impressed by the professional cali

bre of this early issue — its content and physi
cal appearance. We understand something of 
the excitement — and sometimes anxiety — 
which accompany the first years of publica
tion. We congratulate you and wish you every 
success. 

Eve Brian (Mrs. Ernest W.) Watson 

Note: Mr. Watson was one of the founders 
of AMERICAN ARTIST MAGAZINE, with 
which he and Mrs. Watson were associated 
for 25 years. • 

Thank you very much for including us on 
the mailing of CONNECTICUT ARCHI
TECT. I enjoyed the issue very much and 
feel it answers a need. There is so much 
going on in this field, and especially in Con
necticut, that needs reporting. I look forward 
to reading future issues. 

Salem S. Shapiro, Director 
Urban Development Commission 
City of Stamford 

(Please turn to page 38) 

Compressive test on concrete core at PCA's research laboratories 

When you need the facts 
on concrete just call on PCA 

Your local PCA field office is one of thirty-eight 
located throughout the United States and Canada 
—staffed by professionally qualified engineers, 
architects and farm specialists, backed by more 
experts at PCA national headquarters in Chicago. 

Informative literature and up-to-the-minute 
advice on every phase of concrete construction 
are yours for the asking. For an authoritative, 
friendly source of information—call on PCA. 

P O R T L A N D C E M E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
20 Providence St., Boston, Mass. 02116 

An organization to improve and extend the uses 
of Portland cement and concrete 
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a b o u t 

y o u r 

a r c h i t e c t 

"About Your Architect — A Guide 
to Architectural Services in Con
necticut," a booklet recently pub
lished by the Connecticut Society 
of Architects, has been reprinted. 
Written for architects to use in ex
plaining architectural services to 
laymen, it is of interest to everyone 
concerned with architecture and 
building. 

Write to the Connecticut Society 
of Architects, 2377 Whitney Ave
nue, Hamden, Connecticut 06518, 
for a free single copy. Architects 
may obtain copies in quantity at 
the rate of twenty copies for $5. 

I^oncari ^nduitriedy ^nc. 

1776 S. Main St., East Granby 

Quality Controlled Materials 

Ready-mixed concrete 

Bituminous concrete 

In-place concrete 

Trap rock quarry 

Sand & processed gravel 

Our quality control engineers ore 
available to aid you 

Tel. Hartford 527-1825 

/i/Mf YOUR PLAMS FOR BETTER l/mO-
APPA 800TTSmM/m POOL 

Enjoy the fun, sun and privacy of a health-insuring swimming pool. 
A Scott-Paddock Pool gives you Beauty in Design, Durability in Construc
tion and a Lifetime of Pleasure, 
For the finest money can buy and an exclusive patent to your own pool, con
tact the preferred builder of quality. 

Smce 1937 
Scott-Paddock PoolS 

Woodbury, Conn. • 263-2108 
Hartford, Conn. • 527-4500 

SPECIFY 

BLACKTOP SEALER 
FOR PARKING AREAS AND DRIVEWAYS 

latexite 
COLOR-FAST ACRYLIC RESIN COLORED SEALERS 

FOR PLAY AREAS 

For low-budget jobs where pavement is not sub
ject to oil and fuel drippings, specify low-cost 

COLOR-SEAL 

F R E E Parking Lot Templates save you time in 
preparing plans. Call or write for yours today. 

WILLOW S T R E E T Telephone 
C H E S H I R E , C O N N E C T I C U T 272 3221 
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Mermaid Tavern 

(Continued from page 15) 

The interiors were faithfully re
searched from available English 
data, and the oak beams through
out the Tavern were adzed by 
hand. Oak panelling and stucco 
were combined with respect for 
history to reflect the ambient 
warmth generated by the over-all 
ancient atmosphere. Another de
tail was the use of aluminum doors 
and sash which were anodized a 
bronze color to carry out the con
sistency of visual design. 

No design or decor detail was 
overlooked. The ladies' powder 
room carries a feminine motif on 
the papered walls and ceiling. The 
lighting in the room was inspired 
by the practical design of theatri
cal make-up rooms so lady guests 
can readily and comfortably re
assure themselves of their perfect 
appearance. 

The restaurant kitchen is as com
plete and elaborate as any in New 

England. Designed on two fl(x>rs, 
a combination escalator and ele
vator conveys dishes up and down. 
The preparation of food is done on 
(h(̂  second floor, and dishwashing 
equipment and bulk storage are 
lociited on the lower floor. 

The reinforced concrete founda
tion is anchored to bedrock. Ex
terior walls are brick with concrete 
block backup, combined with cur
tain walls of glass and marble 
faced panels. An added feature of 
the motel units is sliding glass 
doors leading to private balconies 
for each suite. 

Mermaid Tavern was con-
stmcted for $18 a square foot, and 
the motel buildings for $13.50 a 
square foot. Tliere are 158 motel 
rooms. The entire unit was sold 
recently by the original owners. 
The new proprietors, Wellington 
Associates, Inc., reportedly paid 
$2,250,000 for the complex. 

"Mennaid Tavern is a fine build
ing which will endure because it 
offers its patrons a charming place 
for leisurely dining where they can 

enjoy excellent food served in a 
tradition-rich atmosphere. At the 
same time they can enjoy all the 
advantages of modem-day dining. 
The d ue test of a restaurant build
ing is its continuing capacity to 
please the people who see and use 
it," Mr. Schecter said. 

P. Francini Co., Inc. was the 
general contractor for Mennaid 
Tavern. John Cassidy was con
sultant on structiual engineering, 
and Jack Schecter did liis own 
mechanical engineering and his 
own landscape design. This takes 
maximum advantage of the steep, 
rocky, tree-topped site by adding 
ground cover to establish a natural 
continuity of greens among the 
light grays and brown of the native 
r(X!k. 

JACK H. S C H E C T E R , who has his 
architectural office in Bridgeport, is a 
graduate of Pratt Institute. He is a mem
ber of the Connecticut Society of Archi
tects, and of the Connecticut Chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects 
where he serves as a member of the 
Legislative Committee. 

P L A N N I N G T O B U I L D ? 

BRIDGEPORT 
MUNICIPAL 

STADIUM 

Archifects & 
Engineers: 

J. G. Phelan 
& Assoc. 

SPAN-DECK 
Precast Prestressed 

Concrete Roof Deck 
Used Completely 

Exposed O S Finished 
Noise-Reductive 

Cei l ing 

A C O M P L E T E L I N E O F 
P R E S T R E S S E D C O N C R E T E 

M E M B E R S F O R U S E I N 
O F C O N S T R U C T ! 

P R E C A S T -
S T R U C T U R A L 
A N Y T Y P E 

O N . 
U N TEES 
DOUBLE TEES 
S P A N - D E C K 
BEAMS 
COLUMNS 
GIRDERS 
PILING 

PLANT 
PRECAST 

PRESTRESSED 
STRUCTURAL CONCRETE 

MADE UNDER CONTROLLED 
CONDITIONS 

ACTIVE MEMBER 

P K S I « S S € 0 CONCRETE H^TITUTE 

A DIVISION OF C. W BLAKESLEE & SONS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 1809, NEW HAVEN, CONN. 06507 PHONE 389-9571 AREA CODE 203 
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E D U C A T I O N A L 
I N D U S T R I A L 
H O S P I T A L 
RESEARCH 

I I N D U S T R I E S . I N C 

U I I I I I I u 

D / V / S / O N S ; 

Connecticut LABORATORY FURNITURE COMPANY 

Connecticut LIBRARY FURNITURE COMPANY 

Connecticut WOODWORKING COMPANY 

30 Water Street, West Haven 

(203) 934-5271 

New England's Largest Manufacturer of Laboratory Furniture 

I 
w f 

The George C. Field Company 
General Contractors Founded 1897 

Madison, Connecticut 
Specializing in fine residential and 

commercial construction for architects 

I 
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Competent 

Service in 

B r i c k 

I f>j c: <=) F3 ^ CD ^-r E c=3 

HTFD. 289-4366 

THE E. & F. 

CONSTRUCTION CO. 

B U I L D E R S 

BRIDGEPORT — C O N N E C T I C U T 

Family House 

(Continued from page 25) 

to eliminate waste space and pre
vent the creation of unused niches 
or cumbersome comers. 

Architect Ameill designed his 
house with a firm hand against 
waste. "I ehminated spending any 
purely prestige or cosmetic dollars 
in the basic construction. Every
thing needed at the time was in
cluded," he said. 

The complete house covers 2770 
square feet, of which 1752 square 
feet is heated space. The total cost, 
excluding site, well and septic sys
tem, was $34,000 - well within the 
initial cost objective and capable of 
competing well with builders' 
houses. 

Structural engineering was done 
by Milo S. Ketchum & Partners of 
Old Saybrook. Lighting designer 
was Sylvan R. Shemitz, New 
Haven; contractor, Erwin C. Grif
fiths, Guilford; mechanical instal
lation, McColl-Wade, Branford; 
and landscaping was done by 
Douglas VlacLise, Guilford. 

The iron curtain 
isn't soundnrool. 

B R U C E PORTER A R N E I L L is an archi
tectural graduate of Yale, and did ad
vanced study in architecture at L'Ecole 
des Beaux Arts in Paris and at Mexico 
City College. He received the Maginis 
T. Hopper Fellowship for his winning 
health center design project. His work 
ranges from hospitals to homes. He is a 
m e m b L T of the Connecticut Society of 
Architects and the Connecticut Chapter 
of the AiUCTican Institute of Architects. 

C L A S S I F I E D 

A D V E R T I S I N G 

Starting in the next issue, a spe
cial classified advertising column 
will give Connecticut architects an 
opportunity to buy and sell equip
ment and other items of a non-
personal nature. It may be used, 
also, for help wanted and employ
ment wanted advertisements. 

Classified advertising rates are $1 
a line (seven words to a line). If 
a box number is used, there is a 
charge for one additional line. 

The closing date for receiving 
classified advertising at Box 346, 
Guilford, Connecticut, is the 20th 
of the month preceding each issue. 
Connecticut Architect is published 
in July, September, November, 
January, March and May. 

This service is for individual 
transactions, and the column will 
not be open to manufacturers and 
distributors of equipment, mate
rials and supplies. It is available to 
architects and their associates in 
the construction industry. The edi
torial board reserves the right to 
refuse any advertisement which is 
in conflict with the policy of the 
Connecticut Society of Architects. 

And so the truth is broadcast, 
through the air, where i t can't be 
stopped by walls and guards, up 
to 18 hours a day to millions of 
people in the closed countries be
hind the Iron Curtain. 

Will you help the truth get 
through? Whatever you can give 
will mean a great deal to a great 
many people behind the Iron Cur
tain. Send your contribution .to: 

Radio Free Europe. 
BON 1965, Mt. Vernon. M.Y. m 

Publ ished as a public service in cooperation 
with The Advertising Council 

ERWIN C. GRIFFITHS 
Genera/ Confracfor 

BUILDER OF CUSTOM HOUSES 

28 Dromara Road 

Guilford, Connecticut 

453-2164 
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Industrial Campus 

(Continued from page 30) 

capable and dependable employ-
ees. In fact, people prefer to travel 
away from the city instead of into 
the city for work. 

it 4 ' f<b' COUTIU «T 

4 

M o d e l shows p lan t s i t ing 

To the architect — and to other 
members of the planning team — 
this and subsequent projects in the 
Farmington Industrial Park have 
proved that man need not be made 
subservient to the requirements of 
the machine. As Walter Greene 
says: "The practical combination of 
architecture with nature can com
bat industrial blight without com
promising design quality and with 
economic realism." 

Other members of the planning 
team for the Connecticut Spring 
Corporation's plant were: 

Loomis and Loomis, Structural 
Engineers, Windsor 

Burton and Van Houten, Me
chanical Engineers, West 
Hartford 

Maine and Tillapaugh, Site 
Planners, West Hartford 

Abel Construction Company, 
General Contractors, Farm
ington 

W A L T E R F . G R E E N E , JR., AIA earned 
his degree in architecture at Syracuse 
University. Following several years in 
association with Louis L . Drakos, he 
established his own practice in 1959. 
With Robert H. Renames as a partner, 
the present Associated Architects was 
formed in Farmington in 1962. 

»aCT.e>.J VSKTICfkL. MU.J-T>I4» 

I cz>r=' w I ^ J c 3 
4 — . 

Detai l of w a l l illustrates h igh str ip w indows , shaded by w i d e o v e r h a n g . 

REACH DECISION-MAKING PEOPLE 
ADVERTISE IN 

C O N N E C T I C U T A R C H I T E C T 
B O X 3 4 6 • G U I L F O R D • C O N N E C T I C U T 0 6 4 3 7 
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Letters 

(Continued from page 32) 

I have just completed the task of reading 
ami evaluating your second edition of the 
CONNECTICUT ARCHITECT. If in all fu
ture editions you intend to ))uhlis}) photo
graphs of mediocre architecture, I SULI.L!:('SI 

that the life of this "vehicle of mediocrity" be 
(juietly ended. 

In a state as progressive as Connecticut, in 
which tremendous areliitectural t(dent is avail
able to all who are concerned about how to 
combat "ugliness' in our society today, I feel 
this magazine should be constructive and 
should go to the heart of the problem, that is, 
the education of the general public as to 
what is good architecture as o])])osed- to what 
we see around us in our daily life. My 
greatest desire is to help in this momentous 
educational project. 

It seems almost childish to give a complete 
description of the function of the building 
and its circidation. The plans you printed 
u itli the articles should suffice to explain this. 
It seems that you had space to fill up and 
tJiis was the most convenient way to accom
plish it. 

Instead of just throwing "brickbats," I offer 
my services to work with you and any others 
who so desire to enable this magazine to be
come a meaningful vehicle to convey to the 
public what is "Good Architecture." 

Trwin J . Hirsch, A.I.A. 
Ilirsch, Hammerber, Kaestle 
Architects • 

Thanks for sending along the March-April 
issue of your magazine. The whole publica
tion is handsome and I found it most 
interesting. 

John L . Gaffney, Editor 
The New Milford Times 

A NEW, DIRECT 
WAY TO REACH 
DECISION-MAKING 
PEOPLE WITH 
YOUR SALES MESSAGE 

• 

'Connecticut Architect" 
reaches architects, 
engineers, state and local 
government officials, 
school, church and 
library officials 
concerned with building 
in Connecticut 

• 
PLAN N O W TO USE 
"CONNECTICUT ARCHITECT" 
TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
CONSTRUCTION PRODUCTS 
AND SERVICES. 

• 
Coll or write: 

Edwin F. Thayer 
Advertising Director 
Connecticut Architect 

Box 346, Guilford, Connecticut 
Phone 453-5318 

• 

Connecticut Publications, Inc. 

Communications in Connecticut 
D U K A N E 
Industrial and Institutional 
Sound Paging and 
Background Music S y s t e m s ; 
Hospital Nurse Call Signal S y s t e m s ; 
"F lex i fone" B u s i n e s s Intercom S y s t e m s 

W E B S T E R - E L E C T R I C 
" T e l e - t a l k " B u s i n e s s Intercom S y s t e m s 

I T T K E L L O G G 
Automatic Dial 
Teleptione S y s t e m s , 
Te lephone Equipment and 
Apparatus 

A L T E C - L A N S I N G 
C h u r c h , Audi tor ium, 
S t a d i u m , S o u n d 
Reinforcement 
S y s t e m s . 

I N C TEL-RAD 
^s^ 1946 

Sales, installat ion and service throughout Connecticut 

TEL-RAD INCORPORATED, 592 New Pork Ave. , Hartford 10, Conn., Phone 236-2388 

THE ASSOCIATED SHEET METAL 
ROOFING & INSULATING CONTRACTORS 

19 Laurel Ave., Windsor, Northern District of Connecticut, Tel. 688-9651 

An Association of Union Employing Sheet Metal Contractors 
Acme Roofing & Sheet Metal Co . 
Aetna Sheet Metal Works 
Al l ied Air Condit ioning Co. 
American Sheet Meta l Works 
Automatic Refrigerating Co. 
C . G . Bostwick Co. 
Bristol Sheet Metal Works 
Capitol Vent i lat ing Co. 
G . R. Commings Co. 
Dansky's Roofing & Sheet Metal Works 
Eagle Sheet Metal Works 
H . R. Hillery C o . 
Industrial Sheet Metal Works 
Liner-Atwi l l Co . 
A . Lurie , Inc . 
Ernest Peterson, Inc. 
Portland Roofing Co. 
Potter & Carr ier , Inc. 
Rel iable Roofing Co. 
Shaw Sheet Metals 
Shelton Roofing Co. 
Sound Reduction Corp. 
Southern N. E . Roofing Co. 
Sterling Blower Corp. 

52 John St . , Eas t HarMord, Connecticut 
M e a d o w St. E x t . , Eas t Hartford, Connecticut 
410 S. M a i n St . , Waterbury, Connecticut 
16 Jefferson St . , Waterbury , Connecticut 
618 C a p i t o l A v e . , Hartford, Connecticut 
41 Franc i s A v e . , Hartford, Connecticut 
7 Carl ton St . , W a l l i n g f o r d , Connecticut 
195 M a x i m R o a d , Hartford, Connecticut 
198-210 State St. , Meriden, Connecticut 
22 R a y m o n d R d . , West Hartford, Connecticut 
39 Talcott R d . , West Hartford, Connecticut 
P. O . Box 186, Groton, Connecticut 
140 Boston Post R d . , Orange , Connecticut 
729 N . M o u n t a i n R d . , Newington, Connecticut 
395 Cottage Grove R d . , Bloomfleld, Connecticut 
1830 Broad St . , Hartford, Connecticut 
Lake St . , Port land , Connecticut 
15 High S t . , (Rear) Manchester, Connecticut 
2965 Berl in Turnpike , Newington, Connecticut 
P. O . Box 282 , N e w Haven, Connecticut 
50 E . M a i n St . , A n s o n i a , Connecticut 
133 Pitkin St . , East Hartford, Connecticut 
P. O . Box 1772 , Hartford, Connecticut 
Box 4 1 5 , Hart ford , Connecticut 
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Why Electric Heat Has Been Selected 
For 12 Connecticut Schools 

Bacon Academy, Colchester (conversion) Redding 

Baltic (addition) Somers 

Brookfield Sontliington ( 2 ) 

Hamden (addition) Sonth Windsor 

Middlefield Tolland 

Moosup 

T l i e Best Pos s ib l e L e a r n i n g E n v i r o n m e n t . No matter what its location, a classroom will 
stay comfortable because each room has its own thermostatic control. Electric heat responds fast 
adjusts automatically to the number of people in a room and to shifting weather conditions. 

Saves on C o n s t r u c t i o n Costs . Considerable savings are usually realized in a typical school. 
That's because an electric heating system doesn't require boilers, chimneys, boiler rooms and exl»'nsi\( 
piping. The dollar savings can reduce bonded indebtedness and interest payments. Insurance costs 
are less, too . . . and electric heat's simplicity of operation eliminates the need for skilled main
tenance people. 

E l e c t r i c Heat Z o n e C o n t r o l Gives C o m f o r t and Re l iab i l i t y . Because electric heating is a 
zoned system, chances for a total heating system breakdown are practically eliminated. Zone con
trol cuts costs, too. during evening or weekend use where only one or two areas may he needed. 

New L o w e r R a t e s Now OfTered to E l e c t r i c a l l y Heated Schoo l s . And. as for the future, the 
cost trend in electric heat is down. 

CONSIDER E L E C T R I C H E A T IN T H E N E X T SCHOOL YOU DESIGN. 
For complete details, ask our electric heating specialist to call on you. He'll be pleased to be of 

service and there's no obligation. 

THE ELECTRIC COMPANIES OF CONNECTICUT 

The Connecticvit Light and Power Company 
The Hartford Electric Light Company 

The United Illuminating Company 


