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Letter from the President

Traditionally, this magazine's commentary largely surrounds Colorado 

architects and their design issues. In fact, in this issue you will read about 

the exciting work of several young architects in the state. However, for the 

purposes of my commentary, I wish to break tradition, yet still remain within 

the mission statement of our magazine. This letter is to inform all members 

that the rules regarding licensure renewal in our profession have changed 

in Colorado.

Earlier this year, Gov. Bill Ritter signed into law Senate Bill 08-029, which 

established requirements for continuing education that an architect must 

complete in order to renew his or her license and practice architecture in 

Colorado. Colorado now joins 38 other states that require some form of 

continuing education for license renewal. The law now is officially in effect 

and charges the Colorado State Board of Licensure for Architects, Profes­

sional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors (AES) with developing 

and adopting the rules by Dec. 31,2008. These rules will define the appro­

priate educational programs and activities that will be accepted as continu­

ing education. Fellow AIA Colorado members and I have been active 

participants at the decision-making table, assisting the representatives from 

the licensure board in drafting the new rules. Continuing education require­

ments will affect us all at the upcoming renewal cycle date of July 31,2009. 

At that time and only for the first cycle, we will be required to have com­

pleted four hours of continuing education in health, safety and welfare 

(HSW) subjects. Future renewal cycles will require 16 HSW Professional De­

velopment Units (PDU), which is similar to the eight HSW PDUs per year re­

quirement of AIA.

Be aware that although Colorado’s rules and requirements were mod­

eled closely with those of AIA, there is a difference. To summarize, the same 

classes and seminars that currently are accepted and meet AIA HSW re­

quirements also will meet the state’s requirements. The difference is that for 

those programs that do not include a quiz or test, the architect will need to 

complete a self-reflection report or form, which will be provided by the state 

licensing board. AIA Colorado is currently working with the state licensing 

board to determine what this form (or report) will incorporate and will make 

this process as simple as possible for our members.

These rule changes have a direct impact on our licensure requirements 

and the architectural profession; I encourage all members to visit the state 

Web site at www.dora.state.co.us and review the newly adopted rules.

Note: If you have received information from continuing education providers or from 
AIA National that contradicts this information and need clarification, please contact the 
AIA Colorado office at 303.446.2266.

Sincerely,

Chris Stumm, AIA
AIA Colorado 2008 President Archileci
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Member News

From left to right: Ghantoot Development Master Plan, Lu’Luat Al Raha 
Master Plan, Ai Ghadeer Master Plan and below, Shams Abu Dhabi

All rendeimgs counsly of RNL

Four major project developments planned and designed by RNL in the United Arab Emirates region were showcased at the 

Cityscape Abu Dhabi 2008 event at the ABU Dhabi National Exhibition Center (ADNEC) in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 

RNL’s showcased projects included the Ghantoot Development Master Plan, the Lu’Luat Al Raha Master Plan, Al Ghadeer 

Master Plan and Shams Abu Dhabi. RNL also received two awards at the 2008 International Interior Design Association’s 

(IIDA) awards, Southwest Chapter design competition. The University Physicians Healthcare (UPH) project won in the Cre­

ativity on a Budget category and the East Valley Bus Operations and Maintenance Facility was recognized with a merit award 

in the Environmental Design category.

Fentress Architects was awarded two 

American Architecture Awards for the 

Colorado Convention Center Expan­

sion and the National Museum of the 

Marine Corps. Established more than 

10 years ago, the awards recognize 

“the most significant new contempo-

Museum of Architecture and Design, 

the European Centre for Architecture 

Art Design and Urban Studies in 

Dublin, and the Metropolitan Arts 

Press, Ltd.

rary architecture, landscape architec­

ture, interiors and urban planning” by 

the “most renowned American and in­

ternational firms practicing in the 

United States." The awarding body is 

comprised of Chicago Athenaeum:

Architec!
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The National Terrazzo & Mosaic Association (NTMA) honored the Kansas City internationai Airport - Consolidated Rental Car 

and Customer Service Building as Job of the Year at its 2008 Honor Awards, recognizing excellence in terrazzo installations. 

Coover-Clark & Associates Inc. led the architectural and interior design efforts on this facility, including the award-winning 

terrazzo floor design. The terrazzo incorporated traditional cement and marble chips along with recycled glass and a pol­

ished finish.

Alexander Thome, AIA, senior associ­

ate and project manager with Fen­

tress Architects, has been appointed 

as the southwest region chair of the 

AIA Committee on the Environment 

(COTE). He will coordinate the com­

mittee's efforts within the five-state 

area and be a liaison among the na­

tional, state and local chapters.

Gerhard J. Petri, AIA, of SLATER- 

PAULL Architects, received a State 

Honor Award from Colorado Preserva­

tion Inc. The award honored Petri for 

making a significant contribution in 

preserving Colorado’s built history.

Stephen K. Loos, AIA, has been 

elected to a two-year term as secretary 

of AIA National, beginning in Decem­

ber 2008. Loos, a senior design archi­

tect for The Muihern Group Ltd., was 

president of AIA Colorado in 2000 and 

AIA Colorado North in 1998. He 

served as secretary to the AIA Western 

Mountain Region Council (WMR) in 

2004 and is a regional director of the 

AIA WMR.

GE Johnson Construction Co., PA,

received a Business for the Arts Award 

in the category of Philanthropy for its 

contribution to the renovation of the 

Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, 

which was designed by David Owen 

Tryba, FAIA, Tryba Architects.

Architect
Colorado
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AIA Colorado Young Architeot of the Year

Joe Colistra, AIA, Empowers 
People through Arohitecture

By Karen Nitkin

oe Colistra, AIA, named the AIA Colorado 2008 Young Architect of the 

Year, is definitely a ‘Joe”, not a ‘Joseph.” Despite all his accomplish­

ments, the more formal moniker just does not suit him.

j
‘Joe is probably the nicest, most easy going guy that I could possibly 

said David Carnicelli, AIA, who co-founded and runs in situ DE-imagine,
SIGN with Colistra.

Colistra, 38, grew up in Harrisburg, Pa., and knew from an early age that 

he wanted to be an architect. He earned a Bachelor of Environmental De­

sign from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, then traveled even further west 

to Denver, enrolling at the University of Colorado Denver (UCD) where he 

earned a Master of Architecture.

In 1992, when he arrived in Colorado to attend graduate school, he 

knew he had found his permanent home, falling in love with the spaces and 

light of Colorado. "The fight In Denver is so amazing,” enthused Colistra. “It 

really changes throughout the day." Colistra believed he could thrive both 

personally and professionally, “The East Coast seems so dense compared 

to the West, which has so much openness,” he said. “There seems to be 

more opportunity in the West to do urbanity in a smart way, whereas on the 

East Coast, so much is already developed.”

He worked at David Owen Tryba Architects (now Tryba Architects) from 

1994 to 1995 and at Christopher Carvell Architects from 1995 to 2002. While 

at Christopher Carvell Architects, the Champa Terrace Townhomes project 

presented itself. The project, located in a historic Denver neighborhood, 

prompted Colistra and Carnicelli, who was also working at Christopher 

Carvell Architects in 2001, to leave their employer and set out on their own. 

They created insitu DESIGN in 2002.

“It’s a great story of neighborhood empowerment, where 23 neighbors 

all put their homes up for collateral to close on the construction loan,” Colis­

tra explained.

Cathy Bellem, AIA, in situ DESIGN and wife of Carnicelli, said the idea 

for building the Champa Terrace Townhomes originally began when neigh­

bors — including herself and her husband — learned of plans for a much 

denser project on the site, which sits in an older neighborhood of single­

family homes. An apartment building with 16 units was planned, and it 

would have dominated the neighborhood, she said.

“We found out someone was looking to develop it and max it out,” she 

said of the small piece of property. “We gathered together a few neighbors 

and bought the land.” The stake-holders then worked to create a townhome

Joe Colistra, AIA, 
co-lounder of in situ 
DESIGN, was named the 
AIA Colorado 2008 Young 
Architect of the Year.

Aichiiect
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project in keeping with the scale and character of 

their established Denver neighborhood.

The Champa Terrace townhomes were the first 

example of that kind of community empowerment.

The four units sold quickly, providing a nice financial 

return for the neighbors who had invested, Colistra 

said. In fact, they saw a 65 percent return on their in­

vestment, while also enjoying improved property val­

ues in their neighborhood.

In short order, the neighbors, now numbering 40, 

rolled their profits into a second project, called Mer­

chants Row, Colistra explained.

That project, a row of attached town homes in the 

historic Curtis Park neighborhood in Denver, was 

more ambitious, with a price tag of $2,5 million. The 

homes all have what the firm calls a “modern inter­

pretation of an historic bay.” Their three-story curtain 

walls, made of both frosted and clear glass, let in the 

splendid Denver light and provide views down the 

Champa Street corridor and into downtown.

The townhomes, ranging in size from 1,700 

square feet to 2,200 square feet, encourage a feeling 

of community and a connection with the outdoors 

thanks to raised stoops facing the street, perfect for 

sitting and chatting on warm nights, as well as large 

terraces and balconies.

“We knew that the market would demand some­

thing more contemporary," Colistra said. But the key 

to both projects is that they empowered a community 

to take charge of its identity and set its own course.

Though in situ DESIGN started with just the two 

partners, in the past few years it has grown to have 

nine architects. Yet as it has grown, the firm has 

worked to find a balance between higher-end works 

and more public-minded projects. The ties that bind 

them all are light and empowerment.
Colistra is not afraid to use design to create changes that actually pro­

vide opportunities for people.

“At its core, I think everyone here realizes that architecture can empower 

people,” said Colistra of the partners and employees in his firm. ‘Trying to 

think beyond the program is something we try to do really well. I’d say we 

try to do it with a certain amount of deliberateness.”

For one project, a gathering place for day laborers called El Centro Hu- 

manitario, “We’ve got what we’re calling a data card center,” he said,

“where immigrants are able to transfer money back to Mexico.”

The firm also is involved in creating a school in a rural community out­

side of Johannesburg, South Africa. The project, in conjunction with UCD, is

The lour-tQwnhome 
Champa Terrace Project, 
which empowered residents 
to buy shares in the project, 
was the catalyst lor the 
creation of in situ DESIGN.

Architect
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providing education for children who have 

lost one or both parents to AIDS, who have 

never driven a car and, in many cases, have 

never eaten meat, Colistra said.

A key element of the project is that it wiil 

have an entrepreneurial aspect literally built 

right in. “We’re developing a micro-business 

center that will help them be self-sustain­

ing,” Colistra said. This includes a brick- 

manufacturing plant on the premises and a 

bakery where students can make cookies 

that are sold to local grocers and provide a 

source of income.

The idea for the project came from the 

Shaka Franklin Foundation, a nonprofit or­

ganization in Denver devoted to improving 

the lives of young people. “I think they 

found out about us because we do a lot of 

affordable housing,” said Colistra. “It 

seemed to be right up our alley."

Colistra and his firm also are involved 

with renovating a homeless shelter for veter­

ans, The renovated facility will provide tran­

sitional housing for 14 male veterans who 

have successfully completed a detoxifica­

tion program. Elements include cubicles 

with wood shelving and translucent panels, 

designed to balance the client need for pri­

vacy with the center’s ability to monitor resi­

dents in need of particular attention.

The firm also is currently working on two 

higher-end projects that display Colistra’s 

love of Denver light and his ability to create 

structures that look to the future while still 

remaining rooted in the present and past. 

One is Komorebi, a mixed-use tower that 

will have underground parking, ground-floor 

retail stores, a second-floor pool and spa area, and seven stories of condo­

miniums above that. [See page 62 for more details]

Also in the works is Trellis, an 11-unit townhome project at the edge of 

the Curtis Park neighborhood. With this project, said Colistra, “we’re explor­

ing the notions of solidity.”

The interior will contain frosted glass floors, “so it looks like you’re walking 

on gray glass,” Colistra said. And instead of windows, the market-rate housing 

development has a “really exciting cladding system” with glass-fiber-reinforced- 

concrete panels that will contain a computer-generated pattern that pays hom­

age to hand-can/ing on many of the neighborhood’s older structures.

The enormous bay windows 
on the Merchants Row 
townhomes are frosted and 
clear, to let in light while 
also aftording privacy to 
residents.

Architect
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Left: As with many of Colisira's designs, the 
11 -unit Trellis townhomes are very much 
about letting in as much Denver light as 
possible. The facade will be constructed of 
glass-tiber-reinforced-concrete panels that 
will contain a computer-generated pattern.

Below: Colistra's firm helped 
convert a vacant church in 
Denver into this Women's Sate 
Haven Project, a shelter large 
enough to house 25 women in 
separate bedrooms.

“It blends with the neighborhood and at the same time it is part of a new 

century, a new time,” Colistra said.
In addition to his work with the firm, Colistra has been teaching at UCD's Col­

lege of Architecture and Planning since 1999 and is currently a senior instructor.

Mark Gelernter, Assoc. AIA, dean of the College of Architecture and 

Planning, said Colistra is heavily involved with promoting a higher aware- 

of urban design in Denver, as the city undergoes rapid growth and 

change. "We still don’t have a lot of people understanding v^rflat it means to 

be a city,” he said.
Gelernter also praised Colistra for infusing his projects, both large and 

small, with social conscience. “It’s of great value to our College of Architec­

ture and Planning to have Joe teaching with us because he’s a very talented 

designer, and he applies those talents to socially significant issues and 

that’s one of the key values of this college. ”

"His core values are absolutely at the center of what this college is about, 

and we’re just thrilled to have him teaching here on our faculty,” continued 

Gelernter.
For Colistra, who was Instructor of the Year in 2005, teaching is an “incred­

ibly rewarding” way to nurture the next generation of world-changing archi­

tects. “There is such an energy that comes from the students,” he said.

He also likes that students come from all over the world. “Last year, I had 

a studio with students in one class from Argentina, Venezuela, China, Viet- 

and Japan as well as from all over the United States,” he said.

As he looks at his firm’s progress, Colistra likes the way it balances past 

and the future, large projects and small ones, light and shadow, public serv­

ice and private development.
Yet for all his ambition, Colistra to many people is still just ‘Joe.” ‘Joe is 

great,” said Bellem. “He is a really, really great guy. He’s one of those easy­

going, really easy to talk to, laid back friendly kind of people who immedi­

ately puts everyone at ease.” I

ness
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is why, with bulthaup, you can create living spaces that stretch beyond the 

kitchen. Talk to the specialists in the new kitchen architecture from bulthaup.

bulthaup Denver Kitchen Distributors, Inc. 1038 Bannock Street 

Denver, CO 80204 www.bulthaup.com 800 808 2923





Inscribed, Grounded
and Floating: Two Architects 
Set an Ambitious Course By Clare Cardinal~Pett

/
Educated to be conceptual, Brad Tomecek, AIA, and Chris Herr, AIA, are now
practicing architecture with a penchant for technical experimentation. The 
founders and principals of Studio H;T don’t think their current interest in pre­
fabrication or the fact that they were early adopters of the building informa­
tion modeling software, REVIT, puts them at odds with their more theoretical, 
intellectual foundations built during graduate school at the University of 
Florida. Their ambition to make architecture relevant certainly requires both 
idealism and pragmatism. Looking back through history, it seems obvious to 
them now that many new ideas derive from technical innovation. And, given 
the environmental challenges facing today’s architects, the application and 
testing of new building technologies creates much room for speculation.



Concrete-rstalfllno walls delira and protect ttie ground floor 
courtyards and stacked volumes of the Box House.



T
he Colorado natives met each other in Florida and, after sep>arate in­

ternship experiences at firms in Florida and Colorado, found them­

selves looking for new opportunities at the same time. They decided

to join forces.

“We were always the last two people in school talking about architecture

at the end of the day," says Tomecek. "We were both very passionate about

it. It's still that way today; we can talk about it, the never-ending exploration

of what if."

“In school we had a design chemistry, and we would just talk about one

another's projects." adds Herr. “We found that this translated into the studio

environment as well, that we wind up in a good place faster when we work

together. It’s an effect that happens where we just bing ideas off of each 

other and wind up someplace neither of us really expected, but it's a place 

that seems to yield good stuff architecturally.”

They set up Studio H:T in Boulder, Colo., in 2002. The firm now has a 

staff of five and quite a number of completed projects. Their portfolio in­

cludes a range of building types, but residential projects constitute the bulk 

of their most innovative work.

It is common for young architects to use the houses of relatives as ex­

perimental vehicles. In this case, the two architects’ own houses served as

Top: n>« 32nd street House it en urban 
intiil project.

Above The 32nd Street House arrived 
in two prelabricalcd pieces.
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case studies for some of Studio H:T’s notions about site, spatial composi­

tion and green building. They describe the two houses—Herr’s built first in 

2005 and then Tomecek’s built in 2008—as research efforts. Indeed, design 

research seems critical to the studio’s philosophical evolution.

Herr’s house, an idea that had been discussed during graduate school 

Studio H:T’s first major project. The steep site suggested the house’s concept 

and its primary tectonic strategy. The two notions work together to inscribe, 

ground and float the dwelling free of its environmental challenges.

“The house becomes a dialog about grounding and floating. You have 

these very heavy pieces that take the shape of concrete stairs and the 

house being actually dug into the hill, which gives the sense of being 

grounded. Then the top of the box, the studio and the master up above, 

those are floating boxes,” says Tomecek.

A ribbon of concrete defines and retains the domesticated landscape. 

Two layers of boxes built of structured insulated panels (SIPs) sit first within 

the leveled ground and then above it all to open views towards Denver from 

the master bedroom. The house is an idea about site and spatial composi­

tion. Its materialization offered the young firm a chance to experiment. Herr 

lives in the “laboratory” with his wife and daughter.

Brad Tomecek’s house, recently completed on 32nd Street in Boulder, is 

the firm’s next generation case study in prefabrication. This project was manu­

factured just outside Denver and delivered as whole boxes to its urban setting.

“We had always talked about modular construction, but when my wife and 

1 bought a lot in Highland [Boulderj that was 25 

feet by 125 feet, it became apparent, given how 

narrow the lot was and what we were trying to 

do there, that it would lend itself to modular con­

struction. So it was something that we were al­

ways going to try, although I didn’t realize it 

would be on my own house,” says Tomecek.

The house on 32nd Street is the first LEED- 

certified prefabricated house in the United 

States and shares the Box House composi­

tional approach, but this time the house con­

struction literally mirrors its abstract diagram.

This pair of experimental houses shows how 

quickly the firm’s technical interests have evolved and also how flexible their 

basic compositional ideas are: Tomecek’s house is clearly a “town” house, 

Herr’s a country villa.

Studio H:T now is working on a house for a narrow site in Boulder’s 

Flatirons area. The construction technology for this project is a prefabricated 

panelized system that will be shipped from its German manufacturer as com­

pleted wall segments that include windows, some with a scratch coat of stucco. 

The factory also will supply some other components such as the kitchen cabi­

nets. While the firm’s sophisticated computer skills allow them to work long dis­

tance with a certain degree of confidence that everyone, everywhere is on the 

same page, there have been a few trips to the factory in Germany.

(( The house becomes a 
dialog about grounding and 
floating. You have these very 
heavy pieces that take the 
shape of concrete stairs and 
the house being actually dug 
into the hill, which gives the 
sense of being grounded. 
Then the top of the box, the 
studio and the master up 
above, those are floating 
boxes.” Brad Tomecek, AIA

was

The Inside-Outside House will be 
prefabricaled in Germany.
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Tomecek and Herr believe strongly that building information modeling 

(BIM) software is an indispensable tool for contemporary architects. They 

learned to use REVIT when it first came on the market and think the firm’s 

capacity to use the software’s live-linked specifying and cost-estimating fea­

tures, as well as its modeling and rendering tools, helped garner clients 

early on. Although they rely on consultants to do energy modeling and life- 

cycle cost estimating, they are looking forward to bringing some of those 

skills in-house with the next generation of BIM toots.

■‘BIM is just the way the computer should interact with architecture,” 

says Herr. “I think we're just at the beginning of that whole unfolding. Right 

now BIM is solving a lot of the issues that existed in the whole two-dimen­

sional drafting world, but it’s by no means reached its full potential as far as 

integration with energy analysis and daylight analysis and acoustics analy­

sis and specification generation. Those things are just starting to happen; 

they’re in their infancy now, but that’s probably the next step the whole BIM 

approach will take.”
At the University of Florida, Tomecek and Herr learned to make good 

use of hand sketching and physical modeling. They cannot imagine a de­

sign process that excludes these tools. While they move a massing study 

quickly to REVIT, their projects always begin on sketch paper or rough foam 

models. They print out crude REVIT study models and draw over them and 

then return to the digital format for revisions. They also build large-scale 

study models for particular details and to explore lighting effects.

For example, they used large-scale study models to develop the innova­

tive core for the award-winning Bonsai House. Built for a client who prac­

tices the art of bonsai as a hobby, this house demonstrates another case 

where Studio H:T used a compositional metaphor to create a platform for 

technical creativity. The “bon” is a tray into which the “sai” is rooted, from 

which the house grows. A slatted folded plane rises up from the ground and 

becomes the roof. The plane reacts to changes in function as it passes 

through the house core.

“I was so impressed with how they interviewed me before designing this 

house, ” says their client, John Brooks. “Much of the design came from who 

1 am as a person and the things that 1 like. Growing bonsai is a passion for 

me. Bonsai means tree and tray, a strong foundation with nature coming 

out of it.” He appreciates how that theme was carried out in the design, the 

way that the main structural supports and the steel beams interact with 

each level and the textures and materials the Studio H:T team suggested to 

highlight those differences.

“They designed the layout of the house as well as the main structural 

supports and steel beams and their interaction with each level of the house 

so that they’re different, with the textures that they used and the materials 

they suggested.”

Studio H;T approaches its nonresidentiat projects from a similar philo­

sophical position and using similar design methodologies as they do their 

houses. Each site is considered unique, each client brings a special con­

ceptual challenge to the table, and each spatial composition is first

Top: A study model for the 
Boflsai House explored possibilities 
for the house's folded-vertical- 
core wall.

Bottom: A diagram of bie Bonsai 
House reveals its concept.
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grounded and then floats free somehow. Each project looks beyond itself 

for an opportunity to advance the firm’s intellectual and technical capacity. 

Herr and Tomecek are especially interested in exploring new green tech­

nologies that minimize construction waste.

Recently, Studio H;T entered a competition sponsored by AIA Denver to 

generate designs for Denver recycling kiosks. As they investigated the big­

ger picture of urban waste management, they discovered that trucking 

waste from its source to the point of recycling consumes large quantities of 

petroleum. Their proposal, a citywide waste collection infrastructure , re­
thinks the transportation system not the receptacle. The mechanism is a 

metaphor, an urban peristalsis machine. It remains just a concept, but given 

a bit of technical research, it might just fly. I

Above: A digital diagram explains the Box House 
spatial concept.

Below; A conceptual proposal for a technical solution 
to waste recycling in Denver.
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EdLaCasse

For Elizabeth Hallas, AIA, each commission to preserve 
and rehabilitate an old structure is part treasure hunt and 

part jigsaw puzzle.

Above: The Beaumont Hotel had been va­
cant tor decades before owners Mary and 
Dan King commissioned Andrews & Ander­
son to transform it into a boutique hotel. 
The Kings served as their own general con­
tractor and worked out of an adjoining 
building they had rehabilitated earlier.

alias, a senior associate with Andrews & Anderson Architects PC in 

Golden, Colo., has gained a reputation for her sensitive updating 

of Colorado structures dating back from decades from more than a 

century ago. Although she grew up amid the colonial buildings of Connecti­

cut and spent time at a 1785-vintage New Hampshire farmhouse her father 

owned, her passion for preservation is rooted in environmental concerns.

“To me, working with an existing building, whether it’s historic, or newer 

and modem, is the first step in sustainability,” says Hallas. who joined the 

firm even before earning her Master of Architecture from the University of 

Colorado Denver (UCD) in 1998.

H
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The first step in recycling a building often is walking through it with 

ciients. That’s the treasure hunt.

“When we go into a building with a client, we can point out things they 

may not have seen,” she adds. There are the “ooh and aah” features, like 

detailed wood trim and millwork, beautifully crafted windows, doors and 

hardware or classic light fixtures.

“The challenge is weaving the modern needs within those possibilities 

and creating a building that works,” Hallas says. “It’s kind of a puzzle. That’s 

what I like best. There are existing constraints, along with new information 

from whoever has the building.” Her job is to fit the pieces together in a 

package that works financially and physically.

That makes it especially important to work closely with contractors and 

engineers, Hallas says. With the constraints of a preservation project, “the 

team needs to keep an open mind on what those are and how to work 

within those.” Sometimes she must educate new contractors, driving home 

the message that new construction techniques and materials, while faster 

and less expensive, could harm a building’s historical integrity.

Clients generally need less education. Hallas says. By the time they ap­

proach an architectural firm, they are usually familiar with the job.

That was the case when owners Mary and Dan King commissioned Hai­

ti We all poured our heart 
and soul into the 
building. I’d like to 
think it shows.
Elizabeth Hallas, AIA

jj

Below: The Beaumont project included 
restoring this two-story dining room, 
complete with overlooking balconies. 
Hallas often tries to capture the feel of 
awe-inspiring features like this in her 
new construction designs.
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Right: To accommodate the needs of 
modern guests, Hallas combined many 
of the Beaumont's 40 rooms to add 
bathrooms and other features, ending 
with 12 rooms plus a spa and retail 
space. The design includes the addition 
ol a loft and spiral staircase to this 
room in the hotel's lower.

The challenge is 
weaving the modern 
needs within those 
possibilities and 
creating a building 
that works. It’s kind 
of a puzzle. That’s 
what I like best.
There are existing 
constraints, along 
with new information 
from whoever has the 
building.
Elizabeth Hallas, AIA

las and Andrews & Anderson for the rehabilitation of Ouray’s Beaumont 

Hotel, which was built in 1886. “This was a legacy project,” Hallas says. 

“They were committed to doing things right so it would last.”

The building had been empty for 40 years before the Kings bought it in 

1998. In a four-year project, the former 40-room hotel was converted to an 

inn with just 12 rooms, plus two restaurants, a spa and retail space.

The project has won many awards, Dan King says, including the inaugu­

ral Preserve America Presidential Award. “I give the firm and Nan [Ander­

son, AIA, one of the firm’s principals] and Liz a lot of credit for that.”

The awards are nice, Hallas says, but she really treasures the project’s 

impact on the community.

“We all poured our heart and soul into the 

building. I’d like to think it shows,” she adds.

Even contractors, like the one installing a slate 

roof projected to last 50 years or more, seemed 

to have a stake in its long-term success. There 

were many times, Hallas says, when workers 

could have made easy patches to unexpected 

problems they discovered when installing the 

slates, but they took the time to repair them in a 

way that would last.

Such surprises often are part of a preserva­

tion project, Hallas says, and her firm advises 

clients to budget for contingencies. “You try to be 

open, be flexible and realize you’re working with 

an old building,” she adds.

But there are also good surprises. When 

workmen started removing the 1970s-vintage wall coverings in the Mon­

trose Elks Club ballroom for conversion into new city council chambers, 

they found an arched niche. It was used to highlight the city logo.

5J

Above: Tbe preservation project 
reopened tbe porch, rebuilt its tile 
roof and rebuilt the front staircase. 
A brick wail to the right of the stairs 
conceals a wheelchair litt.
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Virgil Turner, Montrose administrative services director, says plans called 

tor restoring only part of the original woodwork. However, when he and 

other city officials saw the beauty of the stripped and stained millwork, they 

agreed to restore woodwork throughout the building.

"Both Elizabeth and the firm brought a passion for historic preservation. 

They wanted it done right," Turner says. “They wanted to make this building a 

showcase for our community. That’s really what we were looking for as well.” 

The Elks building received an unusual number of presen/ation grants, 

Hallas says. It qualified for a Colorado State Historical Fund award, for a 

second state grant and for a Save America’s Treasures grant from the Na­

tional Trust for Historic Preservation. As they have with many other preser­

vation projects, Hallas and her firm helped Montrose officials find and 

qualify for those grants.

Seeking preservation grants is part of a process that begins with analyzing 

or assessing the building’s integrity and characteristics. Hallas consults with 

mechanical, electrical and structural engineers and others to estimate cost.

Then, the client must decide: Is it worth the price to preserve the build­

ing? It is up to them, Hallas says, but she’d rather error on the side of trying 

because of the embodied energy, the materials, fuel, money and human ef­

fort that went into a building. When it is demolished, that energy is lost and 

must be replaced.

"My firm and 1 do 50 percent preservation and 50 percent new construc­

tion,” Hallas says. “We take what we learn in the preservation side — the 

tried and true methods — and apply it to new construction." That includes 

practical things like designing for natural ventilation as well as stylistic de­

tails, like elaborate woodwork and high ceilings that make old buildings 

awe-inspiring, Hallas does not necessarily replicate those details in new de- s 
signs, but tries to give occupants the same feeling of amazement.

While Hallas likes the balance of new construction and preservation 

work, she clearly loves preserving — really conserving 

"It’s where sustainability is going,” she adds. “I’m glad a lot of people are 

getting on board. I’ve been on board my whole career." I

Workers removing wall coverings dating 
from the 1970s discovered a plaster al­
cove in the former Montrose Elks Club 
ballroom. Hallas incorporated the new 
feature into the design by highlighting the 
city's logo behind city council members' 
desks. Workers also stripped and retin- 
ished woodwork.

older structures.
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Promoting
Sustainable Green Design and 

New Urbanism 
Join Forces in the Work
of Michael Tavel, AIA
By Mary Lou Jay

Environme

The principles of sustainable urbanism infuse the work of 
Michael Tavel, AIA, of Michael Tavel Architects in Denver. His 
designs focus not only on the mixed-use streetscapes of new 
urbanism, but also on non-fossil fuel energy sources and land 
management concepts that minimize environmental impacts.

Above: Solar Village Prospect is 
organized as a south-lacing "U." lo 
open ihe residences and courtyard 
to the winter sun.
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'avel’s path to this design phiiosophy began with an early interest in 

politics, geography, fine art and foik art. He compieted two undergrad­

uate degrees at the University of Toledo in Ohio, studying fine arts, 

structural engineering, philosophy and social sciences. After a year as an ar­

chitectural intern in New York City, he studied at the University of California at 

Berkeley, where he earned a master’s degree in architecture in 1989. He also 

won an architectural design prize that included a one-year traveling fellowship, 

which he used to visit cities in Europe, South America and the Middle East.

“I became fascinated with the layout of cities 

and how they relate to topography and drainage 

and the historical timelines of their development 

over time,” Tavel says. He was traveling in Europe 

when the Berlin Wall fell and saw firsthand the 

problems the cities faced after 45 years behind 

the Iron Curtain. “It was fascinating, and on a hu­

manitarian level, it just seemed like there was 

work to be done there on the urban environment 

and on planning issues. I wanted to get involved.”

That opportunity came a few years later when he 

was teaching at the graduate school of the University 

of Colorado’s (Denver) College of Architecture and 

Planning. With David Kahn, a landscape architect,

Tavel began a summer study abroad in Prague,

Czech Republic. Focused on town planning, the pro­

gram enabled UCD and international students to 

tackle “grave and huge" challenges, Tavel says. “The 

students found it exhilarating that their work could be 

on so many different scales and be charged with so 

many politicized issues. They understood finally the 

great importance of their professional work.”

International influences

Tavel understands first hand the importance of 

such experiences. During and after graduate 

school, he worked with three internationally 

renowned architects whose influence has helped 

shape his career. “Christopher Alexander intro­

duced me to the pre-industrial, folk art approach 

to architecture, art and urbanism. His approach 

was to try to find a way to understand the pre-industrial sensibilities behind 

creating and designing things,” Tavel says.

“Mark Mack taught me to love pre-World War II European modern archi­

tecture, which was at a scale of traditional cities rather than skyscrapers. He 

also taught me to appreciate casual idiosyncrasy in newly designed build­

ings,” Tavel says. From Heinz Tesar, a Viennese architect, “I learned the per­

spective of being a poet and an artist. Tesar’s approach is to make thing that 

are mysterious and peculiar and hard to understand, and that really stimu­

late the curiosity and the imagination of the inhabitants of the city.”

Top: Solar Village Prospect 
marks the entrance to 
Prospect New Town.

Above: Solar-thermal 
panels led to a serrated 
roofline at Solar Village 
Prospect.
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From 1992 through 1999, Tavel continued to teach (full-and part-time) at 

UCD, then concentrated on buiiding his professionai portfolio. “At Hoover Berg 

Desmond, I worked for George Hoover, FAIA, on a project to design a passiveiy 

cooled university complex in Tucson, Ariz. That introduced me to combining 

sustainable design typologies with a large urban complex,” Tavel says. He later 

was employed at Wolff Lyon in Boulder, Colo., known for its urbanist projects.

Building sustainable communities

Tavel opened his own firm in 2003, when former co-worker Alex Platt hired 

him to design Solar Village Prospect in Longmont, Colo. The building in­

cludes 16 residential units and four commercial units oriented around a 

courtyard. “The project married the mixed use of a building with an under­

standing of solar design and design for this climate,” Tavel says. “It opti­

mizes urban density with solar orientation. It has both a very serious,

slightly edgy urban facade that’s rigor­

ous and sober, yet on the other side, 

the project becomes more casual and 

idiosyncratic.”

“We were trying to create a small vil­

lage within the building itself. Michael 

was able to bring the details and the 

scaling that enabled it to be a very suc­

cessful village by arranging the units so 

that they related to public spaces. This 

created opportunities for people to in­

teract and created relationships be­

tween the residential and the 

commercial," says Platt.

The Solar Village project was com­

pleted in 2006. Around the same time, 

Tavel began working on the Geos project in the city of Arvada, Colo. It is the 

largest net-zero energy, urban mixed-use neighborhood in the United States.

“David Kahn, whom I had known for several years, told me about the work 

that he and Michael Tavel did in the Czech Republic. So when I conceived the 

idea of building Geos, I felt it was a natural that we would bring in Michael 

Tavel. He is the kind of architect whom I needed, a forward-looking talent who 

encompasses all the facets of architecture from land-use planning and urban 

design to managing complex projects, and designing beautiful and sustain­

able urban buildings," says Norbert KlebI, the Geos developer.

As a community that sustains itself on the land without requiring outside 

fossil fuels. Geos was a new concept that required a shift of paradigms,

KlebI says. His project team worked with city officials not only to convince 

them that the idea was viable, but also to create a new land-use code that 

would make it possible. Tavel assisted in writing that code and in helping to 

persuade city planners to become partners in the endeavor, KlebI adds.

Tavel and Kahn have worked closely together on every aspect of Geos. 

"The most exciting challenge was optimizing solar orientation with urban

Abobe: Slormwaler management is 
integrated in linear parks and in 
tree iawns throughout Geos. Here a 
green cuts through a city block.
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density,” says Tavel. “That involved different creative ideas about hov/ you 

conceive of building types so they add up to urban neighborhoods of a cer­

tain density with a pedestrian-friendly environment and also have optimal 

solar orientation.” The pair developed a checkerboard layout for one section 

of the community, offsetting buildings so that some homes are at the street 

line and others are at the aiiey.

“TTie second problem was integrating stormwa­

ter management into the entire layout of the neigh­

borhood so that instead of just having a detention 

area, you’re using snow melt and runoff to water the 

iandscape ail over the neighborhood all the time, 

mimicking a natural system,” Tave! continues.

The Geos community will eventually encom­

pass townhomes, condominiums, ground-level 

shops and live-work home offices. Although con­

struction begins this fall, Tavel and the rest of the 

Geos project team have already garnered several 

awards for its design, including AlA Denver 2006 

Honor and Sustainability Awards as weli as AlA 

Colorado 2006 Citation Award.

Tavel, meanwhile, continues to advocate for 

sustainable urbanism through volunteer work on planning issues in his com­

munity. “I beiieve in influencing my feilow voters to look positively on urban 

change and density and transit-oriented development,” he says. “I think the 

U.S. is growing up and out of necessity needs to become more urban and 

more dense. That wiil also be the direction where more of the work of archi­

tecture is going.”

“Michael is very passionate about architecture,” Platt adds, 

optimistic about humanity and architecture and the ability of architecture to 

affect communities.” I

Above: Live-work lownhomes froni 
on the main street ot Geos. The 
homes are extra wide to improve 
passive solar orientation.

Below: Single-tamily homes at Geos 
are spaced in a checkerboard pattern 
with alley houses in between to 
permit passive solar access.

He’s very
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A Client’s Architect
Jesse Adkins, AIA, takes his professional honors in stride as 
he builds one good building after another.

By Kelly Roberson

It’s a professional pedigree that would make many archi­
tects proud: Master’s degree at age 26. Principal and 
managing partner of his own firm by 33. AIA Colorado 
Young Architect of the Year by age 38. For Jesse Adkins, 
AIA, it is a heady list of accomplishments. Indeed, his 
work and the work of his firm, ShearsAdkins, are chang­
ing the urban fabric of metropolitan centers across the 
globe, from San Diego to Dubai of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

dkins is quick to deflect praise, and that may be 

one of the reasons for his success. His design 

premise, client responsiveness and firm man­

agement style hews to some simple concepts; Center a 

firm on building great cities to live and interact in. Know 

when to lead and when to follow and have the judgment 

to know the difference. Don’t get consumed by what 

others think or do. and build longevity through client re­

lationships, which are key to good buildings. “I’ve never 

regretted any choice I’ve made,” says Adkins.

A

In Search of the Net

Adkins the architect is a happy accident; he went to 

school to design airplanes, not buildings. “I happened 

to fall into it, luckily, and it happens to mirror my 

strengths,” he says.

After degrees at the University of Nebraska and the 

University of Michigan, Adkins literally threw a dart and ended up in Denver. 

That was in 1994, just as the economy was hitting low tide. Richard L. von 

Luhrte, FAIA, and president of RNL, was one member of the architectural 

community who saw Adkins’ promise. “I am an alumni of the University of 

Michigan, and another alumni recommended we interview him,” says von 

Luhrte. “It was clear that he was an excellent designer, and I liked his out­

spoken boldness.”

Adkins worked in several firms until 2001, when up came the opportu­

nity to join Chris Shears, AIA, in a firm. He pondered it for six months, think-

Above: ShearsAdkins has 
completed two residential 
mixed-use projects near 
the ballpark In downtown 
San Diego.

Opposite page: The Mark 
is a mix-use-high-rlse 
development in downtown 
San Diego.
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ing through the implications for his family—his first son had just been 

born—and the economy—it was post 9/11. “I had to ask myself a simple 

question: If it had been something I always wanted to do, why be afraid of 

what you want to do?" he says. “I wasn’t going to worry about the success 

and failure as much as I was going to give it a shot.”

Adkins collects quotes and one that still resonates today—“Leap and 

the net will appear' seems to run through the trajectory of his career, as 

business has ebbed and flowed with worldwide events and the global econ­

omy. Part of that is the uniqueness of his current collaboration. Shears is 20 

years his senior, but the partnership is on very equal footing, with each one 

contributing what is his strong suit. “When my previous partner retired, I 

had two options. The first was become a partner in another firm, but I felt 

that would be too easy, too predictable, that I wouldn’t draw or build mod­

els,” says Shears.
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Top: 46 Broadway, a 
residential loti building in 
Kansas City. Mo.

The other choice? Find someone younger and talented, who would hold 

the same design objectives and standards. Shears and Adkins had worked 

together before on projects. In the beginning. Shears focused on develop­

ing the work, and Adkins built the practice: together they design the build­

ings. “We complement each other more than either of us recognized when 

we started,” says Adkins. “We boil it down to a simple premise; We want to 

be architects, we don’t want to lose connection to the work.”

Bottom: 46 Broadway 
intentionally distinguishes 
itself from the thematic 
character of the adjacent 
County Club District.
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Melding Process and Client

The two hit the ground running with an $85-million high-rise in San Diego, a 

project that was big and complex and that thrust Adkins into a national 

presence immediately. The two partners methodically added to the firm, 

looking for key individuals that added expertise, experience and capability 

that were complements; today they number 13. "We, too, have a ‘we,’ not 

an ‘I,’ approach that allowed us to evolve naturally,” says Adkins. “We didn’t 

try to implement something that was a preconceived notion, but something 

instead to generate respect and trust 

and quality.”

The same could be said for how 

the firm, and Adkins, interacts with its 

clients: they pride themselves on 

solid relationships and a team struc­

ture. “It comes down to your people 

skills, being able to relate and under­

stand what a client’s goals are. Ide­

ally, those begin to align with your 

professional abilities and goals as an 

architect,” says Adkins. “Without that,

I don’t think you can be successful.

We really do strive to evolve the na­

ture of architectural practice, where

Above; An unbuilt contemporary 
residential infill project at Third 
Avenue and Milwaukee Street in 
Cherry Creek.

Below: The Parking structure on 
15lh and Pearl Streets in 
Boulder was given a coveted 
Charier Award from the 
Congress for New Urbanism.
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I
the client sees the architect as an asset versus a necessary evii, due to their 

capability, service and creativity.”

After Adkins left RNL, von Luhrte continued to watch him develop. “His 

work today is stronger, richer and more complex,” he says. “He has always 

challenged the status quo, and that has been a real positive attribute of his 

accomplishments in his own practice, where he pushes the envelope in de­

sign and process.”

Besides collaboration and client relationships, Adkins finds process cru­

cial, too, and the firm has tuned its process to its own particular skill sets 

and strengths. “Most firms follow a similar process of design from program­

ming through construction, but the interesting thing is the way in which 

process is applied changes drastically from firm to firm and from individual 

to individual.”

For ShearsAdkins, that means solidifying that client union for a seam­

less operation that ensures the process allows the design to express its 

use. “It allows you as an architect to build relationships to facilitate that 

process, which depends on your people skills,” Adkins says. “Process and 

communication for me and, to a great extent, for our firm is crucial.”

Top: 1400 Wewatta St. occu­
pies a challenging infill site 
in Lower Downtown Denver. 
The mixed-use building 
reinforces the edge of 
Cherry Creek and 
Speer Boulevard.

Bottom: 1400 Wewatta St. is 
a modern building with char­
acteristics sensitive to 
Lower Downtown Denver.
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1'-:: Bucking the System

That fights against much of what is ingrained about the profession and the 

educational process—the “star” architect system, the insular studio set-up. 

In a sense, though, the architect is dealt a hand that he or she plays. “We 

hear a theme that the architect is under-appreciated and clients don’t lis­

ten," Adkins says. “That has less to do with what everybody else needs to
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do and more to do with architects as 

professionals. Our ethics, the principles 

that we believe in, the manner in which 

we hold ourselves in community—we 

believe affects that premise.”

It means, says Adkins, that the edu­

cational system under prepares young 

interns for the profession, particularly 

the idea of partnering and communica­

tion. “It’s not all about design and ideas 

and how well you can build models,”

Adkins says. “There’s a piece to the 

practice of architecture that people 

spend very little time on, and that’s the 

social aspect. You have to deal with 

people, day in and day out.”

In fact, the firm and Adkins pride 

themselves on how much they talk to 

clients. ‘Jesse has a great way with peo­

ple, and that’s important," says Shears.

“We get to know the clients, understand 

who they are so we can design good 

buildings for them. We talk to them all 

the time, and that’s the secret to doing 

good work."

He also understands the particular 

nature of mixed-used projects—retail, 

office, residential that works as a whole.

“His architecture is created around 

community consensus and testimony to 

his success in building that consensus 

is the fact that so much of his work gets 

built,’’ says von Luhrte.

In addition, the critical difference in the ShearsAdkins set up is that the 

partners recognized that, instead of one of them acting as “star” designer, all 

members of the firm would need to assemble to develop and build great 

buildings. “We’re not after the cover of a magazine," says Adkins. “We want 

to work on great buildings that build cities, that establish context and place.”

Even as the economy rises and falls, stresses on the profession multiply 

and technology pushes at the profession, Adkins relishes the challenges. 

“'As architects, we have the opportunity to affect everyday life, and we lose 

sight of that,” Adkins says. “I always wanted to blaze my own path, and I 

have found out much more than I thought was possible in myself. I've made 

a lot of mistakes, but I’ve learned a lot during the process of getting to 

where I am.” I

Above: Broadway Plaza, an af­
fordable housing project, was 
built under severe cost con­
straints yet exhibits the design 
substance and attractiveness 
associated with market-rate 
projects.
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A smaW boat in the shallows of the Indian Ocean from 250 feet.

Metallika Bronze porcelain tile from Arizona Tile.

BRINGING YOU THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY SURFACES ON EARTH.

Experience a vast selection of porcelain, glass, ceramics and natural 
stone that will truly elevate any design. At Arizona Tile, there's a 
world of surfaces waiting to be explored. Through our exclusive 

relationships with select quarries and suppliers, you will discover 
stunning surfaces you won't find anywhere else on Earth.

For showroom locations and a look at our complete collection, 
visit our website at www.ari20natile.com. ARIZONA TIL€
02008 Arizona Trife, LLC AlJ rights reserved Logos, martts ar»d tagappearing Kerem are trademarks registered trademar^cs of Arleona JAt. LLC.



Owning Your Own
Business BringsHard Work and
Benefits
By Chryss Cada

a

Above: Sketch of the cafe for the 
City Ctub in Fort Worth. Texas. C-3

Below: First-floor plan for the 
Cily Club in Fort Worth, Texas. Most architects’ dream building is one with their name 

on a sign out front.

a I think for most architects it’s a matter of going to school, getting 

I your degree, getting your license and then the next big goal is to 

I have your own company,” said Christa Plaza, AlA, who founded 
Essenza Architecture (Boulder, Colo.) just over a year ago. “Most, if not all, 

of us have that dream of hanging up our own shingle. ”

Architects like Plaza who are living the dream say that while having your own 

firm is not without challenges, the benefits are well worth the initial struggles.

Taking the Leap
“The timing is critical,” said Plaza who met her business partner, Lisa 

Fletcher, AlA. while working at Olson Architecture in Niwot, Colo.

The two found they shared the goal of starting their own business,

“We both really wanted to make sure we had experience in all areas, 

from commercial to custom residential,” Plaza said. “It wasn’t one thing or 

project in particular that made us feel like we had reached that level of ex­

perience, we just both looked at each other one day and said, ‘It’s time.’”Arcbifecl
CQlDrado
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Sean O'Hara, AIA, wanted to make sure he had experience not just with 

different types of projects, but also with different sized firms before heading 

out on his own.

“it’s easier to start your own firm if you’ve experienced all different sized 

offices,” said O’Hara, who worked for one-, five-, 10- and 35-person firms 

before founding EVstudio with partner Dean Dalvit, AIA, in 2006. “It’s impor­

tant that you understand all the pieces. You might not have as well rounded 

a knowledge base at a big firm.”

O’Hara suggests a partnership for those who, like himself, still want a 

sounding board.

“I think it’s important to have someone to bounce ideas off of, that you 

don’t have to hold anything back from,” he said. ‘At some point your 

friends or spouse are going to get tired of hearing about it, so it’s good to 

have someone who is as into it as you are.”

In addition to having the right level of experience and the right people to 

work with, a specific skill set is required before heading off on your own.

“You have to be able to produce your own documents on day one.” 

O'Hara said. “When it’s just you, there’s no time to get up to speed, you 

have to start there,”

Sometimes finding the right time to start your own firm is a matter of 

opportunity.

“I always thought it took a particular type of courage to strike out on 

your own,” said RJ Steer, AIA, of Centennial Collaborative (Colorado 

Springs, Colo.). “You should wait for the right opportunity for you rather 

than starting your own firm out of ego or vanity.”

Steer was an architect with the same Colorado Springs company for 13 

years when he was approached about stepping into ownership of a sole 

proprietorship company. Centennial Engineering and Research had always 

primarily been focused on materials testing and had a very small architec­

tural division. The company’s owner died suddenly without leaving a line of 

succession for ownership. A civil engineer familiar with him approached 

Steer about procuring the firm, expanding the architectural side of business 

and setting up a Colorado Springs office.

“The company had existing connections with nationai organizations 

that I could take advantage of without threatening my employer at the 

time,” Steer said. “This opportunity allowed me to take a shot at heading 

out on my own.”

Top: Sean O'Hara, AIA, is Ihe Architect 
of Record on the De Bruin Duplex, 
an EVstudio project.

Above: Sean 0 Hara, AIA. designed 
the Nola Ruth Master Plan, an 
EVstudio project.

Left: A rendering ot the Hampton Inn & 
Suites in Littleton. Colo.

Right: A rendering ol the Unser Boulevard, 
retail project in Albuquerque. N.M.
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Sarah Broughton, AIA, and John Rowland, AlA, found opportunity at an un­

expected time. When the economy slowed down in 2003, the firms where they 

worked had cut them both down to working four days a week.

“It was a good opportunity for us to leave and start something on our 

own,” Broughton said. “It’s hard to leave projects—things were so slow 

then, we didn’t have to leave anything.”

The couple, now married nine years, was offered a remodeling job in 

Aspen, Colo. By designing and building the project in six months, they 

were able to get a quick start on Rowland -i- Broughton Architecture and 

Urban Design’s (Denver and Aspen) portfolio.

“We got lucky that someone stepped up and gave us the opportunity to 

get started,” Broughton said. “From there our business just grew by word

Top: Rowland+Broughton s second 
development project 0B3. is one in a 
series of three residential interiors 
they redesigned in Colorado's first 
condoininium building. The tirm is 
currently working on the exterior 
renovation of this midcentury 
building in Aspen.

of mouth,

Above: A custom millwork sleeping 
platform and sheer drapery create a 
sense ot separation from the living 
space at Aspen Square 410. The 
awarded project renovates a 500- 
square-lool, individually owned guest 
suite within a larger condo hotel.

Getting started

There’s no getting around the long hours when starting a new firm.

“The first three years we were working until 1 a.m. every night,” Row­

land said. “And the stuff that was keeping us up that late had nothing to do 

with design or architecture.”

The couple would spend their days working on plans and their nights on 

the business side of things. On Sundays they would go for a walk on Smug­

gler Mountain (Aspen) and discuss ail the projects they were working on.

“At that point, there was no project that was too small,” Broughton said. 

“We did a single step for one client.”

When Steer was starting out he would have loved to have the opportu­

nity to talk shop with a colleague.

"It was a very difficult transition to go from the gregarious environment 

of the bullpen to being all by myself,” said Steer, who started a coffee group 

with fellow architects to break the isolation of working alone.

In addition to the isolation, Plaza was struck by the change in workload.

Right: At the Key Residence in Aspen, 
the living room is updated with all 
new finishes, lighting and furnishings. 
Custom lloating credenza and shelves 
add functional storage and display 
space. Double doors to the patio and 
full-length windows allow plenty of 
diffused natural light to enter the room 
and allow lor indoor-outdoor living.
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“The hardest part is doing all the work yourself,” she said. “Some­

thing comes in and it’s not a matter of ‘Who is going to do this?’ be­

cause you're going to do it. There’s nobody to delegate the work to.” 

Plaza and her business partner are trying out contract work and 

“architect sharing" with other firms.

“We want to be careful not to grow too fast,” she said. “Instead 

of hiring and firing according to how much we have, we’re able to 

borrow people and then give them back when we don’t need them.” 

O’Hara and his partner’s EVstudio has been around long 

enough for them to hire help. They brought on their seventh staff 

member this summer. The partners are staffing two offices; O’Hara 

is based in Denver and Dalvit is in Evergreen, Colo.

“We have our own personal styles and work habits,” O’Hara 

said. “And this way we are able to give people a better level of serv­

ice throughout Colorado.”

O’Hara expected the unexpected when starting his firm.

“We went in knowing we’d have a lot to figure out along the 

way,” he said. “The most important thing to keep in mind is that the 

process is a marathon, not a sprint.”

Finding success
Growth is one of the measures of success for O’Hara.

“We have a lot of rolling goals that we usually tend to exceed, 

he said. “The first year we said it would be nice to hire one em­

ployee, and we hired two.”

The firm has seen steady growth, with up to 20 active projects at one time. 

“We want to grow to be able to take on the projects we’re interested in,” 

O’Hara said. “And we also want to be able to make a living while we’re 

doing what we want to do.”

Rowland -i- Broughton has 15 employees, a Denver office and about 30 

projects going at any given time.

“Next, we would like to open an office in Hawaii or somewhere else tropi­

cal,” Rowland said. “We’d like the challenge of designing in a different climate.” 

Steer’s Centennial Collaborative is experiencing so much success so 

quickly that it’s having some growing pains.

in a year-and-a-half, the firm went from a home office to subletting space 

from another architect to moving into its own space. In addition to Steer, the 

Colorado Springs branch has two senior project managers and two interns.

“We’re actually curtailing our marketing to ensure sufficient follow 

through with our existing clients,” Steer said. “Growing too fast can be the 

greatest threat to a new business.”

Plaza’s firm is experiencing its own brand of success.

“We want to build sustainable projects by partnering with our clients,” 

she said. “Our companies are happy with us because we listen to them. 

We’re building lasting relationships and they are referring us to others—to 

us that’s success.” I

Above: At Crave Krtctien in Basalt, 
Colo.. Rowland + Broughton Architec­
ture had the opportunity to take the 
space from its raw core and shell stale 
to 3 completely finished, furnished, 
award-wining space. A custom bank 
of maple veneer mlllwork vrilh fire­
place and wine storage creates a 
strong focal point and screens the 
lounge from the dining room.
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American Fiber Cement Corporation
is a distributor of top-of-the-line building products 
with leading edge technology that offer durability 
and (ong-iasting performance. The products offered 
have been thoroughly tested to assure that they meet 
the highest standards of performance and durability. 
All of the products marketed byAFCC are backed by 
comprehensive warranties and a technical support 
group that consults with architects and installers. The 
company also offers practical, on-site training during 
project start-up. Warranties for individual products 
may be obtained by contacting AFCC.
Vf BuiMng. Highlands Bridge Lofts

1555 Central Street 
Denver, CO

Developed by: Urban Ventures, LLC
Photographer: Frank Ooms 

Fiber Cement Material: Natura Through-Color 

Exterior Cladding 
Supplied by:

f ■

is a fully compressed, air-cured, fiber 
cement sheet that is through- 
colored and finished with a trans­
parent acrylic coating. The intrinsic 
aspect of the fiber cement material 
itself remains visible, giving Natura 
the "natural" appeal that is so much 
appreciated in contemporary archi­
tecture, Natura sheets have a smooth 
silky gloss surface, and HBIHB 
are available in a range 
of standard colors. IHlSS

n

'ia American Fiber 
Cement Corporation

Ryan Hunter, Authorized Sales Agent 
303-808-3122 • Fax 3Q3-904-UQ7 
www.americanfibercement.com
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Big Fish in a Big Pond
From securing an internship to 
scoring a partnership, how to get 
notieed within a large firm
By Brianne Sanchez

Working in a large firm can mean dealing with big clients 
— and big egos. Three architects offer their tactics for 
staying competitive while remaining committed.

hat’s the secret to starting as an intern and ending up a principal and 

partner of one of Colorado’s premier firms?

“It all begins with loving what you do/’ said Joey Carrasquillo, AIA, of 

Anderson Mason Dale Architects.
If what you do is architecture, the next step is finding a firm that fits. 

Small staffs suit some, but Carrasquillo flourishes within a larger company.

Carrasquillo’s first tenure with Anderson Mason Dale started In 1995, 

when he was a fairly young intern five years out of school. He moved back 

to Colorado from Seattle to re-join the company In early 1999 and worked 

his way up to become an associate, senior associate and, in 2006, the 

newest partner in the second-generation firm.
“It wasn’t easy,” Carrasquillo said. “I’m still going through learning 

curves with relationship dynamics.”
Moving up the ranks means he’s passed some of his peers along the way. 

As he’s taken on more responsibility, those relationships have changed.

“At it’s very simplest, it’s the idea that I am still friendly with the staff, but I 

can’t always play the role of friend,” he said. “[Being a principal and partner] 

requires a different perspective. There's certainly the business aspect of run­

ning an operation of this size. It’s kind of like this multifaceted position now.”

Carrasquillo still looks upon the other partners in the firm as mentors 

and emphasizes honesty about the nature of the work architects do as a 

way to keep a modest attitude while creating quality designs.

“It’s not about us being able to squiggle on a piece of paper and come 

up with a great idea/’ he said. “It’s a lot more than that. One of the things 

we try to foster in our work is this notion of trying to develop the generalist 

architect," For Carasquillo and the staff at Anderson Mason Dale, that 

architect must embrace all of the responsibilities of designer, 

politician and good communicator.
“t think what we do as architects is very blue-collar work,” Carrasquillo 

said. "It depends on a lot of hard work and sweat equity. When you main­

tain that perspective, it allows you to maintain that humility.”

His advice for architects in the same position he was 13 years ago?

“There’s a delicate balance between imparting your passion while still 

understanding you’re at a learning point in your career.”

w

Joey Carrasquillo, AIA

means an

Adam Ambro. AIA
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“[Being a principal and 
partner] requires a 
different perspective. 
There’s certainly the 
business aspect of 
running an operation of 
this size. It’s kind of like 
this nnultifaceted 
position now.’’
Joey Carrasquillo, AIA

According to Adam Ambro, AIA, of Humphries Poli Architects, his 

moving from intern to associate in a matter of five 

his attitude toward education.

Ambro first became a Certified Public Accountant after graduating from Notre Dame 

business school, but alter several years in the field decided to pursue a graduate degree 

in architecture.

success as an ar- 

years — comes in part fromchitect

‘Uust having my master’s in architecture didn’t mean I was an architect.” Ambro said. 

There's lots to learn here. Your education starts over once you start your career.”
For Ambro, the decision to switch fields didn’t mean his time in the business sector 

was a waste. It was just another layer of education that helped him to be 

challenges of a large firm, such as managing and coordinating many different personali­

ties including, clients, consultants, contractors and staff.

prepared for the

“I feel like I came in the door knowing how to be a professional, 

years in the public accounting field, with a suit on everyday — I had expectations for my­

self.” He put himself on the fast track at Humphries Poli Architects by taking 

like one of his first projects, the Brownstones at River Front Park in Denver.

"I was building models—intern stuff~and by the end of it, I was the project manager,” 

Ambro said. “I got to see and learn and grow from start to finish.” This forward momentum 

is also due in part to the dedication the leadership at the firm has observed in him.

At review time, his supervisors appreciated his abilities to operate without constant 

vision, while keeping those around me informed and seeking guidance when needed.

Ambro said. “My two

opportunities

“The reputation I’ve 
gotten in the firm is 
that I have shown that 
commitment and it 
shows through with 
how we treat our 
clients - not as a 
specific project, but as 
part of an ongoing 
relationship.”
Adam Ambro, AIA

super-
It’s

overall commitment to the projects, to the clients and to the firm in general,” he said, “The rep­

utation I’ve gotten in the firm is that 1 have shown that commitment and it shows through with 

how we treat our clients — not as a specific project, but as part of an ongoing relationship.’ 
For Ken Gregg, AIA, who made a lateral move to become a staff architect at the 25-

person RTA Architects, the opportunity to work for a larger firm with a more diversified 

clientele was exciting.

Gregg works in a small team within the firm, but in order to not get lost among the other 

talent he’s sure to speak up, "Having a voice within the firm is important,” Gregg said. “You 

got to have your own opinions, but you have to work within the framework of the firm,”

He liked the energy of RTA Architects (Colorado Springs, Colo.) and the idea of ex­

ploring new visions under its leadership, but the projects themselves are his emphasis.

“My focus is the clients,” Gregg said. “I try not to get too bogged down with 

ahead in the firm.” Most of Gregg’s clients are schools. It's a niche he started working in 

as an intern and continued at his previous firm as well as at RTA Architects.

“I’m working on the same challenges as I progress my career,” he said. The continuity 

has led to his mantra, “Never make the same mistake twice.”

Gregg thinks the specialty has helped his shopability among firms, but he also 

his work because he’s aware of the impact of a built environment on school children. (His 

wife teaches high school science.)

“If you’re affecting your clients in a positive way, you’re going to affect your firm in a 

positive way,” Gregg said.

In order to be successful navigating a large firm at any level, a desire to learn, a com­

mitment to creating quality work and cultivating client-firm relationships, and a humble 

outlook are indispensable. Keep the focus on the projects and the people they’re affect­

ing and you just might find yourself at the top of a major firm. I

ve

who’s

“If you’re affecting your 
clients in a positive 
way, you’re going to 
affect your firm in a 
positive way.”
Ken Gregg, AIA

enjoys
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Price Harrison Architect AIA 
^arwai Resideru». Nashville 
Photo: Catherine Tighehip, modern fires

Offering dean, simple gas fireplace designs for the modern 
home. Winner of the Interior Design Best of Year Award.

p 866.938.3846www.sparkfires.commodern fires

EXTERIOR CLADDING
so-lu -tion-

Contemporary, energy-efficient facade systems. Flexible choice of materials for 

Ivarying design aesthetics. Open-joint, rainscreen alternatives. Single-source 

lexecution from design assistance through installation.

powersproducts.com
303.791.1010 / Colo 
307.632.5521 / Wyo 

solutions@powersproducts.com

ffl ALPHATON
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AIA Contract Documents, the industry standard for 120 years, 
can be prepared quickly so you don’t miss important opportunities,

Wh^ you need to create agreements fest, you can depend on the most widely accepted contracts in the industry. User-friendly 

navigation guides you through an intuitive creation process, and you can save customized templates for later retrieval. AIA Contract 

Documents make it easy to quickly prepare the most comprehensive and widely understood cmtracts for your practice.

To find out more, wsit us online at www.aiacontractdocuments.org/architectENR3.
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Architectural Skills Translate Well to
Alternate Careers

By Chryss Cada

Paul Wember, AIA, had been drawing 
plans for about eight years when he de­
cided he was ready to do something else 
with his architectural education and train­
ing—but he wasn’t sure exactly what.

u I knew I wanted to start my own firm, but I had to 

I do some soul-searching about what type of a 

I firm it wouid be,” he said. “I didn’t have the de­
sign talent to start my own firm, and my research proved 

general contracting was more risk than I wanted to take 

on. Owner’s representation is perfect because it’s the 

best of both architecture and construction.”

Wember is one of a growing number of architects ap- 

piying the education and aesthetics of architecture to 

something other than designing new buiidings.

Owner Representation

An owner’s representative assures that the owner’s best 

interests are served throughout the design and develop­

ment process. Experience in the field is critical to suc­

ceed in the role.

“Somebody couldn’t do my job well right out of 

school,” he said. “Maybe if they studied construction 

management, but it would be a real challenge without 

the relevant experience ”

An owner’s rep is with the project from the ground 

up, acting as a liaison among an owner or building ten­

ant and the various project team members, consultants 

and contractors. Most provide their clients a complete 

package, including helping select contractors, oversee­

ing the budget and even assisting with the move-in.

“An owner’s rep can take a project from a napkin 

sketch, from what it looks like in the mind’s eye, to what 

it means in the real world,” said Wember, who does 

some private work, but mostly designs civic projects. “I 

understand the deal from working with the attorneys on
Architect
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the land deals to hiring general contractors and preparing the facilities for 

their purpose.”

Wember, who worked primarily on civic buildings during a five-year stint 

at klipp, oversaw a library as his firm’s first project. Since starting Wember 

Inc. in 2004, he has served as the owner's rep on the construction of a 

dozen libraries across the state.

His background makes him a valuable player during the architectural 

firm selection process.

“We walk out of the presentation and often the owner isn’t clear on 

everything that was said so he turns to me,” Wember said. “They ultimately 

make the decision, but I’m their translator.”

Architects get a little nervous when they see Wember in the room during 

the selection process.

Opposite page fop: Erie Community 
Library Childrens Reading room. 
This project was completed with 
Wember acting as the owner's rep­
resentative. architect Kin DuBois, 
FAIA. of klipp.

Opposite page bottom: Carbon 
Valley Library Entry. This project 
was completed with Wembei acting 
as the owner's representative, 
architect Kin DuBois, FAIA, of klipp.

“I’ve sat on the other side of the table and given the sales pitch, so I 

know what's true,” he said. “And they know I’ll ask the tough questions 

about sustainability, business information modeling (BIM), etc. I know how 

to get through the transparency.”

Another option for architects wanting to look beyond the traditional 

reer is specialization.

Left: Built in 1886. the Beaumont Hotel 
in Ouray, Colo., had sat dormant for 40 
years before being purchased in 1938. 
The building was designed by 0. Bulow.

Right: Elizabeth Hallas. AIA. of 
Andrews & Anderson Architects, PC 
designed a complete rehabilitation for 
the hotel, which was completed in 2003.ca-

Historic Preservation

“Historic preservation is the first step in sustainability,” said Elizabeth Hal­

las, AIA, of Andrew & Anderson Architects in Boulder, Colo. “Existing build­

ings are such a resource, it only makes sense to adeptly reuse them rather 

than tear them down."

Many architectural basics apply to historic presen/ation.

“The complexities of building are the same,” Hallas said. “But the 

knowledge of preservation is specific. A lot of firms have dabbled, but only 

a few in Denver are specifically qualified to do preservation.”

Hallas has a bachelor’s of environmental design from the University of 

Colorado Boulder (CU) and a Master of Architecture from the College of Ar­

chitecture and Planning at the University of Colorado Denver (UCD). The
Architect
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projects she works on at Andrew & Anderson are equally split between his­

toric preservation and new construction. The mix produces projects as dif­

ferent as the renovation of the 118-year-old Beaumont Hotel in Ouray and 

the thoroughly modern Littleton Museum.

Working with the old and the new has distinct advantages.

“Working with a building that’s a 100 years old shows you what per­

forms and what doesn’t,” she said. “What you learn from an old building 

can benefit new construction."
One thing the firm doesn’t do is make new buildings that look old.

“We don’t do replication architecture,’’ she said. “Each project is a

Noticing that some of its architectural stu­
dents were interested in aspects of archi­
tecture, but not a career in architecture, the 
University of Buffalo (NY) put out an "Al­
ternatives to Architecture" brochure. It lists 

tracks that retain attributes of the ar-career
chitecture major, but are different in ap­
proach or application. Suggested courses 
of study and careers include:

• Environmental studies.
• Art history.
• Art,
• Engineering and applied sciences.
• Theatre (set production).
• Geography-

new

project.

Landscape Architecture
Pat Mundus takes a different approach to architecture by taking it outside. 

“Landscape architecture provides the perfect blend of creativity and sci- 

said Mundus, ASLA, of Mundus Bishop Design Inc. Mundus earnedence
his bachelor’s degree in landscape architecture at Colorado State Univer­

sity (CSU).
“There’s a lot of diversity within this subset of architecture,” he said.

“You can do everything from residential to urban planning to historic preser­

vation to environmental planning. I think one of the greatest attractions to 

landscape architecture is that there are a lot of directions you can go.”

What drew Mundus to the profession was the opportunity to have an in­

fluence on public space. His firm, which works primarily on public parks

Right: A view o1 the 
Quail Campus 
Xeriscape Garden in 
Longmont, Colo., 
designed by Patrick 
Mundus of Mundus 
Bishop Design Inc.
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around the metro area, did a preservation plan for Washington Park and a 

master plan for Denver’s Civic Center Park.

Although his degree is in landscape architecture, he has seen general 

architecture skills translate to his profession.

“Last year we had a woman working for us who was an architect by de­

gree making the transition to landscape architecture," Mundus said. “A lot 

of her problem solving skills translated because the process and the organ­

ization of running projects is the same.”
Below: Generals Park in Aurora, Colo., 
was designed by Patrick Mundus ot 
Mundus Bishop Design Inc.

Despite some perceptions otherwise, landscape design is not just ar­

ranging flower beds.

“We do a lot of grading, earth work, storm water management and site 

planning,” Mundus explained. “Those aspects of the project are ap­

proached the same way as any architectural project.”

Rather than a specific degree, Mundus looks for a skill set in the land­

scape architects he hires.

‘Tm looking for creative problem solvers, even if they are from different 

professions,” he said. “The basics can be taught or retaught. What’s impor­

tant is that the person is passionate about a profession in design.” I

Architect
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Structural Engineers and Builders
Denver, Golden, Loveland, Basalt, CO and Falmouth, MA

303-384-9910

Creative Engineering 
Respect for Architecture 

Client-Centered Service

Si

7mi
www.klaa.com WTIN

Mechanical, Electrical & Energy Consultants
Energy ModelingCommissioningFire Protection / Life SafetySustainable Design

CONSULTING ENGINEERS. INC.

Denver, Colorado
303.796.6000

Cheyenne,Wyoming
307.634.7647

Billings, Montana
406.256.1141

Visit us of; www.mkkengxom

]TelecommunicationsInstitutional TransportationHospitality IndustrialCommercial Education Healthcare

if'

Walk the Walk
■A Architects Leading the Sustainable Evolution SM

♦ 7 THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

Join us and together we can walk toward a more sustainable future.

visitwww.aia.org/walkthewalk today.
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Specializing In;

. Commercial • Mixed-Use
. Multi-Residential 
. Special Purpose

1 i'JI . Hospitality 
. Aviation[c 0 nstruction!

Denver: 303-825-4740 
Grand Junction: 970-242-9236

Everdure Caitite Waterproof Concrete System

No membranes or coatings required
• Basements
• Tunnels
• Walls

Reduce construction time and cost 
Contact: Ken L. Dzioba, CSI, CDT

• Roofs
’ Exposed Decks
• Plaza locations

206-764-3119
Email; kdzioba@calportland.comA CALPORTLAND‘ Company www.calpoiHand.com

Teaming with architects to successfully complete 
Denver's premier projects

Over 24 years of experience providing Geotechnicai Engineering and Construction Materials 
Testing to Commercial, Industrial and Governmental Clients in the Rocky Mountain Region

Geotechnical Engineering 

Construction Materials Testing and Engineering 

Certified Laboratory Services 

Static and Dynamic Piie Testing 

Pavement Engineering and Design 

Steel Inspection and Weid Testing

Environmental Assessment 
Instrumentation and Seismic Studies 

Retaining and Shoring Design 

Buiiding inspection 
Additional Extended Project Services 
Available

GROUND 303-289-1989
5 offices to serve you: Commerce City • Englewood * Granby«Gypsum * Loveland 

Visit our website at www.groundeng.comENGINEERING CONSULTRNT5
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OntheBoards
By Karen Nitkin

Visitors and tenants of the Ko- 

morebi Mixed-Use Tower planned for 

Denver will walk underneath a glass- 

bottomed swimming pool to get inside, 

passing through a plaza of dancing re­

flected light.

That light is important to Joe Colis- 

tra, AIA, a principal of in situ Design 

and the architect for the project. Ko- 

morebi is a Japanese word that de­

scribes the interplay of light shining 

through trees, and the entire structure
designed to make use of the “unique light we have here in Denver,” Colistra said.

Place also is important to Colistra.

The building will be across the street 

from the new Denver Museum of Con­

temporary Art, and the two structures will 

together create a cohesive look and a vi­

sual gateway to the mountains beyond.

Komorebi is designed to create con­

nections between the community and the 

outdoors, and to become an essential 

and integrated part of a thriving part of 

town. The development will have a first- 

floor public courtyard that will be open to 

the public, particularly those visiting the 

nearby museum.

The concrete and glass building, slated for completion in 2010, will have a 43-unit, 

seven-story condominium tower that will sit above an underground parking garage, 

ground-floor retail stores and a second-floor pool with spa facility. The entrance plaza 

will be underneath the pool, and the shadows formed by light dancing on water will re­

main in play even at night, thanks to uplighting that will reflect through the pool and 

onto the building, Colistra said.
The residential units, all one story, will range from 900 to 7,100 square feet, with 

ceilings 12 to 13 feet high and lots of natural light.
A mullion-less structural glazing system, plus a combination of clear and fritted 

glass, will maximize light while creating a constantly shifting interplay of shadows.

“The light is going to dance across the fagade,” Colistra said. “It’s going to be very 

animated.”

Komorebi Mixed-Use Tower
in situ DESIGN

Location Denver
Client Urban Market Development 
Construction Cost $40 million 
Scope 238,000 square feet, 
including the parking 
Purpose Seven-story condominium 
tower atop underground parking, 
ground-floor retail and a pool with 
spa on the ground floor.
Completion 2010

IS
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Fluent I & II
Humphries Poli Architects

Joe Poli, AIA, a principal of Humphries Poli Architects, thinks of the units in the Fluent 

I and II buildings as similar to iPods - spare, modern and very user friendly, while subur­

ban mansions in excess of 4,000 square feet are more like bulky sound systems, 

weighed down with large speakers, a separate DVD player and other heavy accessories.

In his one-bedroom and two-bedroom units, which will all be well under 1,000 square 

feet, every space has multiple purposes and everything that is not necessary has been 

jettisoned. “We’re just wringing everything out of each individua! space,” he said.

The kitchens will have islands that also will serve as dining room tables and as 

work and entertainment stations, much as telephones nowadays also 

eras and even Internet connections.

The units will incorporate pocket doors instead of swinging ones to create more 

room for furniture.

Location Denver 
Construction Cost withheld at 
owner’s request 
Client Residential Niche, L.L.C. 
Scope 47 residential units with a 
total of 81,000 square feet 
Purpose Highly efficient 
residential units
Completion Third quarter 2009

serve as cam-

e ■

“I think the building is designed for the new economy,” Poli said. “There’s a whole 

new appreciation for efficiency in living, yet still the desire for community and the de­

sire to be in the middle of the action.”

Large windows and balconies will flood the units with tight and also allow enter­

taining that easily flows from inside to out, he said.

Though the two buildings — one that will have 27 for-sale residential units and the 

other that will have 20 — are a block apart, Poli is working to “get these two buildings 

to have a dialogue with each other,” he said. They wrap around a common space with 

a commons, lap pool and courtyard.

The development, which broke ground in spring 2008, is planned for an empty lot 

in Denver’s uptown neighborhood, a walkable, dynamic part of town evolving from 

single-family Victorian homes and walk-up apartments to a mix of retail, restaurants, 

hospitals and businesses.
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6950 South Potomac Street. Centennial, Colorado 80112

Urban to Resort. 
Structural Engineering. We Can Help Solve Your 

Parking Problems.IT** •

L‘

a

See Fofever Lodge 
O 'Beyxui PaterK^kip IIi

Parking Consultants LLC offers a wide array of parking 
consulting and parking structure design services. Our golden 
rule philosophy is to deliver practical, cost-effective design 
solutions that satisfy all of our clients' objectives in a timely 
and professional manner.

Contact Paul D. Mack, P.E., FPCI at pmack@parkingconsultantsllc.com

/
■-1,

T' •«»

•1
Monroe &C Newell p

Enfineev Inr. Seruccunl EA|^n«en 
ViO*Ow««

T^^ty Ninih Srreet Mall 
COMM Ara and SESt Architects 3400 E Bayaud Ave, Suite 300 

Denver, CO 80209 
P 303-355-1069, F 303-333-9501 
M 720-560-0449 
www.parkingconsultantsllc.com

Frisco
61') Main Street 

Suite 7/PO Box 295 
Frisco. CO 80445 
(970)668-3776 

frisco(u monroc-ricviell.coni

\'aiiDenx cr
170! WynkiHtp Street 

Suite 200 
Denver. CO 80202 

(.503)623-4927 
denvcr(<i monroc-ixwcll.com

70 iienchmark Rood 
Suite 204'K) Box 1597 

Avtm. CO 81620 
(970) 949-7768 

avontit monroc-newell-eom
Parking Consultants LLC

WWW.monroe-newell.com
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AIA Colorado Events

Looking Ahead
AIA Colorado 2009 Board of Directors
AIA Colorado is pleased to announce the following members

of its 2009 Board of Directors;
energy^
C AIAS FORUM 2008 /

denver President Stuart Coppedge, AIA

President-Elect Mary Morissette, AIA

Past-President Chris Stumm, AIA

Treasurer Steve Schonberger, AIA

Treasurer-Elect Ernest Joyner, AIA

Secretary Rhonda Boger Linder, AIA

Director - AIA Denver Steve Carr, AIA

Director - AIA Colorado North Whitney Churchill, AIA

Director - AIA Colorado South RJ Steer, AIA

Director - AIA Colorado West Cyd Pougiales, AIA

University Director Hans Morgenthaler

Public Director Larry Friedberg, AIA

Associate Director Heather Ludwig, Assoc. AIA

Associate Director-Elect Angela Tirri Van Do, Assoc. AIA

Student Director Kristen Stroh, AIAS

Society for Design Administration (SDA) Liaison Sue Zen, SDA/C 

Ex-Officio/Executive Director Sonia Riggs

AIAS FORUM 2008: ENERGY 
Dec. 29, 2008 - Jan. 1, 2009 I Denver

Emerging profes­

sionals, students and 

professionals are in­

vited to participate in 

this annual educa­

tional event that offers them the opportunity to 

learn about the issues and challenges facing ar- 

i chitectural education and the profession. This 

I forum will explore issues related to sustainability 

green design and the ENERGY of great architec­

ture. In addition to keynote presentations, activi­

ties include: tours, daily seminars and 

workshops, the Architecture College + Career 

Expo and the Beaux Arts Ball on New Year’s Eve. 

Do not miss this opportunity to meet other stu­

dents and professionals with common interests 

and to interact with today’s leading architects 

and designers. The event is hosted by the AIAS 

Chapter at the University of Colorado Denver. 

Both AIA Colorado and AIA Denver are among 

this year’s sponsors. AIAS membership is not re­

quired to attend. For more information, visit 

www.aias.org.

5' I i

UNIVERSirr (T COLORADO 
At DENVER
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Categorical Index to Advertisers

Acoustical Consultants
D.L. Adams Associates, Inc.................

American Woodwork Institute
AWI Colorado Chapter.......................

Appliance Distributor
Kimball Distributing..............................

Appliances
Bulthaup Kitchen Distributors...........

Kimball Distributing..............................

Architects
Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc. (SEH *) .. .64
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Stresscon ............................................
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AWI Colorado Chapter.....................
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Audio Visual
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Architectural Sales of Colorado ..
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Rocky Mountain Masonry Institute
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Ideas for parking. SOLUTIONS FOR ©EOPLE!

Need a Quality 
Woodworker?

awi-colorado.com n
{I

! II3%
Click Here.

Parking Structure Planning & Design 
Studies & Operations Consulting 

Restoration Engineering

Contact Rob McConnell P.E. 
303-894-8800, rmcconnell@corlwalker.comillsa

AWI
ARCHlTTCTim. 
WOODWORK 
INSTTTIJTE

Colorado Chapter Members
Parking \/\/all<:er

Planning Engineering Restoration

Celebrating our 25th year! vwvw.carlwaiker.com
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Environmental Services 
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Fire Protection Engineers
Schirmer Engineering Corp..........

Fireplaces
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Fixtures
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Recycled Bond Paper 
Now Available

Large/Small Forma! Reproduction, Color & B/W 
Graphics

E-Commerce, Bid-Caster, SubHub 
Planwell On-Line Document Management 

Facilities Management

J ean Sebben As ■SOCIATES
INTERIOR DESIGNCOMMERCIAL

HEALTHCARE • CORPORATE • EDUCATION 
HOSPITALITT • GOVERNMENT

Colorado Locations

ENGLEWOOD 
9632 E. Aropohoe Rd. 
Tel: (3031 790-7169

DENVER 
860 Bryon St.

Tel: (3031 893-8701

LODO BOULDER
2575 Peorl St., Suite C 
Tel: (303) 539-1350

FORI COLLINS 
422 S. Link Ln.

Tel: (970)^84-1201

1660 Wynkoop Sf., Ste. 130 
Tel: (303)785-2520

(719) 635-7133 COLORADO SPRINGS 

315 E. Pikes Peok 
Ttl; (719) 633-5564

Plus 4 Locations in Nevada 
& 270 Locations Nationwide 

.com

P.O. BOX 6310
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80934

vAvw.jeansebbenassodates. 
)sainter\ors@qwestoffice.net

com email: info@mercury-ldo 

www.mercury-ldo.com PlanWell
Ttm pUm. m prflfKt
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Wallcovering
Kwal Paint.........................
Waterproof Concrete
Glacier Northwest, Inc. ..

Windows
Sierra Pacific Windows ..

Windows & Doors
Marvin Windows & Doors 
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Woodwork
AWI Colorado Chapter . 

New World Millworks ,.
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Textiles
Source Four .......................
Theatre Planning
D,L. Adams Associates, Inc.
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Void Forms
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D. L. ADAMS ASSOCIATES, INC.
Consultants in Acoustics, Performing Arts and Technologies 

Denver. CO 80211 303.455.19001701 Boulder Street
Contact us: moreinfo@dlaa.com

Residential

The Magic Behind 
Your Masterpiece
Exceptional engineering for 

architects, builders and developers 

requiring personalized »rvice.

architectural integrity 

and design for cost efficiency.

Educational t Commercial / industrial 
Municipal i Residential

Sound Isolation ♦ Audio-Visual Systems 303.499.3022
www.ascentgrp.com

Architectural Acoustics *
♦ Stage Rig^ng. Lighting and Drapery Systems 

Environmental Noise Control
Theatre Planning / Consulting

Mechanical Noise and Vibration Control ♦
Information Technology Systems
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www.ctlt.com...........

www.dlaa.com .........

WWW. eb/uepr/nf. com 

www.geiohnson.com 

www.ghphipps.com . 

www.calportland.com 

WWW. groundeng. com 
www.haselden.com .

CAPCO Tile and Stone ....

Carl Walker Inc.......................

CTL Thompson.....................

D.L. Adams Associates, Inc.

eBlueprint...............................

GE Johnson Construction..

Gerald H. Phipps, Inc...........

Glacier Northwest. Inc..........

Ground Engineering, Inc. .. 

Haselden Construction, LLC 

initial.AEC...............................

66
* AutoCAD Revit Architecture Suite.44

.68

.50 • Revit Architecture

.51

.4
' AutoCAD Architecture.61

.61

.64 AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite
WWW. initialAE C. com 

JE Dunn Construction Company . www.jedunn.com ..
69

.6
Jean Sebben Associates. LLC ... www./eansebbenassoc/ates.com .67 

JVA Consulting Engineers.

Ken's Reproductions, LLP.

• AutoCAD MEP

www.jvajva.com ... 

www.kensrepro.com 

www.kimballdistributing.com ... .5 

www.klaa.com .... 

www.kwalpaint.com

.71

.71 ♦ AutoCAD
Kimball Distributing.....................

KL&A. Inc...........................................

Kwal Paint........................................

Marvin Windows & Doors 
(Western Regional).....................

Mercury LDO...................................

MKK Consulting Engineers.........

Monroe & Newell Engineers, Inc.

Mortenson Construction..............

NanaWail Systems, Inc..................

New World Millworks.....................

Parking Consultants LLC..............

Powers Products............................

.60
• AutoCAD LT

72

. www.marvincasement.com ... .44 

. www.mercury-ldo.com ..

. www.mkkeng.com.........

. www.monroe-newell.com 

. www.mortenson.com ...

. www.nanawall.com ....

. www.newworldmill.com .

• AutoCAD Raster Design
.67

.60

.64

.8

303.S93 .435010

11 S460 West S6th Ave. Suite SI7C. Denver. CO 802il

www.initia I A€C.com
www.parkingconsultantsllc.com .64 

www.powersproducts.com ... .54
Rocky Mountain Masonry Institute . www.rmmi.org 

Rocky Mountain Prestress ..

Schirmer Engineering Corp..

Shaw Construction.................

Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc.
(SEH^)...................................

Sierra Pacific Windows.........

Source Four.................................

Spark Modern Fires...................

Stresscon.....................................

SureVoid Products. Inc.............

Swinerton Builders...................

.71

WWW. rmpprestress. com 
www.schirmereng.com 

www.shawconstruction.net ... .61

1
12

Autodesk
. www.sehinc.com 

www.sierrapacificwindows.com .16 

www.sourcefour.com 

www.sparkfires.com . 

www.stresscon.com . 

www.surevoid.com .. 

www.swinerton.com . 

www.xcelenergy. com

,64 Authorized Reseller

17

Microsoft.54 .MUIC E R T I F I E 0 PARTNER
OBC Pamer

70

IFC
XCEL Energy

.23

Arcliilect
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America’s #1 Void Form System 
Protecting Colorado Concrete 

Structures from Soil Expansion

Products, Inc.

(800) 458-5444
www.surevoid.com

1895 W. Dartmouth • Englewood, CO 80110

The AIA provides dozens of professional development tools and 
networking opportunities. What better way to stay on top of your 
profession? Join now and take advantage of six months of 
membership benefits at half the rate. Contact your local 
component or call 800-242-3837 to determine your dues.

Join today.

^HColorado
A Component of The American Institute of Architects

Advertising in trade and professional association 
publications is one of the most effective ways to 
sell your products and/or services!

Architect Colorado
ItRESERVE YOUR. AD SPACETODAY.4(

Please Contact:
Dawson Publications, Inc.
2236 Greenspring Drive,Timonium, MD 21093

800-322-3448 ■ Fax:410-560-5601 
info@dawsonpublications.com

Architect
Coloi’atln

70



Rocky Mountain Masonry Institute
24/7 Technical info at www.rmmi.org 

Email and Phone Technical Advice 9-S M-F 303-893-3838 or dianet@rmmi.org 
blogfull of ideas http://rockymountainmasonry.blogspot.com/

Plan reviews & Job site visits
Assistance with LEED planning and documentation: tech@rmmi.org

Free Architecture Lunch n Learns :
2nd Tuesday,
686 Mariposa St, Denver 
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Feb 13 Proposed Changes to the LEED System 
March 12 Manufactured Stone: Best Practices 
April 9 Masonry in the Landscape
May 14 How to Make Your Single Wythe Wall Perform Better 
June 11 Topic TBA 
July 9 Topic TBA 
Aug 13 Topic TBA
Sept 10 A Masonry Tour of Prague and Budapest 
Oct 8 So You Bought a Historic Masonry Building...Now What 
Nov 12 Review of Documented Green Research on Masonry 
Dec 10 Flashing - The Most Important Masonry Detail

Free Lunch n Learns for Engineers too 
1st Wednesday 
686 Mariposa St,
11:30 a.m. -1 p.m

STICK Lunches at your office:
Flashing—‘fhe Most Important Masonry Detail 

Since (lashing is usually hidden, it is sometimes substituted or deleted. This can be a huge 
mistake. Although flashing is not a masonry material itself, it is the critical piece that makes the 
rest of your detail work. This seminar will help you compare different flashing materials {for cost 
as well as effectiveness). The class will also teach you where to put the flashing and how to install 
it so that it will work.

Feeling overwhelmed with your 
Document Management & Distribution?
Don't Surrender to just any Online Planroom... 
choose the one that documents everything 
from concept to completion.

Document Fulfillment System

> online Plan Room
> Invitation to Bid
> Always Know Who's Current ,
> Better project communication

> Quicker Access to Documents
> Online Take Offs
> Better Estim^^

> Reduce Mistakes 
imal Document solutions i 
ProjQCt Management Syste

'7

Your

Ken'S ReprodUetiSM
Innovative ExcellenceReproMAX

through Engineering
KgaSSeproductions has been servicing the 
^^^e^rea for 4S years. We offer both online 
jpBBattrgaitional reprographic services.

WWW.jvajva.com
Metno

1319 Spruce Street 
Boulder, CO 80302 
303.444.1951no NS, LLLR

■If^irntown • 2220
Sulth^TC • 7304 s. A(ton Way 3H^ 

www.l

LEED Accredited Professionalsinver, co 60205 • Phone: 503.297.9i9i 
Inglewood, co oni2 • Phone;720493 9904 
(fnsrepro.com

WINTER PARK BOZEMAN

Architect
Colofadn
71



Kwal Paint

Our Passion. Your Results.

innovation, cutting-edge technology andVision,
unyielding quality, this is what it takes to be an Industry 
leader; this is what it means to be Comex Group. By 
harnessing the strength of market leading regional 
paint brands, Comex Group exceeds the competition by 
providing paint and coating solutions for professional 

With more than 3,300 distributionapplication.
centers supported by 12 production facilities, Comex
Group provides outstanding service in the United 
States, Canada, Mexico and Central America.

Kwal Paint is poised for 
even greater growth 
through the power of 
the Comex Group.Complete line Residential, 

Commercial and Industrial Coatings.

MPI approved products. 
Listed in AIA Masterspec.

Low VOC and envlornmenlally 
friendly products.

Proprietary Color System, 
that Is second to none,

Burt Buckman. CSI, ASID
Central Region Commercial Business 
Development/Afchitectura) Services 

303-915-2709 

bbuckman@kwalpaint.com 
wWw.kwalpaint.com 

www.thecomexgroup.com

Comex^Group



Gentlemen prefer bronze.
It s catching eyes of men ami women at our showrooms. This latest

revelation from Italy combines the sensory glow of elegantly brushed metal

with the sensible qualities of European ceramic. Fashionable, sleek and

exquisitely manicured, Fucina from Tagina is guaranteed to turn heads. Tile & Si
one

capcotile.com1.800.727.2272
For Uie best results, CAPCO re^mnlends ihe

Denver • Boulder - Colorado SpBtNCS • FoKr Colons • Carbond/Uj/Aspen •use of professional design and fnsiaJISfion. Grand Junchon
AvON/VAU - SlLVUmiORNE Las Vegas - INIERIOR SoLirnoNS A1 The Cou£CT!on/Denvfr Design Diynui.T
CU.VTOM Handpainttd Tiif KROM The Stodio AT CAPCO



AR^flTECTURAL AND STRUCTURAL PRECAST CONCRETE
An EnCon Co.

COLORADO SPRINQS. CO S09103210A8TROZON BLVD.
METRO: 303-e23-1323FAX: 71fi-390-5Se4TEL; ri9-390-5041

EMAIL; 8ALESe8TRE8SCON.COMWWW.8TRESSCON.COM


