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January began with a call to explore the 
power of our collective connections and 
foster involvement in our organization, 
schools and communities. There is a natural 
synergy with this first call and the second 
part of my focus this year, which is that our 
outreach can help us realize greater 
diversity in our firms and our profession. 

The topic of diversity perhaps comes 
naturally to me as a woman business owner 
who has seen many sides of the design and 
building professions, but I believe that this 
is increasingly important to all AIA 
members, from associates to emeriti. 

Tlie article in this issue highlighting 
recent NCARB data on gender and racial 
diversity at various stages of architectural 
careers is encouraging and thought 
provoking. There are clear strides in a more 
diverse gender and ethnic background in 
our architecture schools; yet there is work to 
be done on retention, pay equality and job 
satisfaction to ensure that these talents stay 
with us for the long term. 

Two issues from this article resonate with 
me personally. The first is the need to value 
the contributions of younger members in 
our firms and in our organization in ways 
that wil l be different than past practices. 
There is no one answer to the right path for 
the future, but changing our models to be 
the gathering places for young people in the 
future wi l l be the key to our success. We all 
benefit from their time, talent and energy. 

The second matter is the statistic that 
only 15 percent of IDP supervisors are 

women. It is vital that we focus on diversity 
of mentors as much as diversity of our 
mentees. This is a role that I have taken 
seriously for most of my professional career, 
and we need those of all genders, ethnicities 
and backgrounds to reach out and guide the 
new generation of architects. 

We can begin this call to mentorship by 
inviting younger architects to join us in our 
work in our communities. Prairie 
Grassroots, Thursday, March 24, would be a 
great time to ask a student, young architect 
or colleague to become involved by speaking 
to our representatives in Springfield. 

We w i l l also celebrate the diversity of 
our profession during our Small Projects 
Awards & Exhibition on Thursday, May 5. 
I t is a fantastic opportunity to see an 
amazing array of work by our small f i r m 
practitioner members. 

As we move into spring, my thoughts 
turn to the outdoors and the ecosystems 
that shape our region. Diversity is the key to 
health in our regional habitats, and we can 
take a cue from nature's survival strategy: 
our firms, our work and our profession are 
all stronger through diversity of thought, 
opinion, expertise and experience. We are 
all part of making this a success. 

Dawn Schuette, FAIA 
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a Study in Light 

panel is an interesting profile to use on 
a building like this. It has deep shadow lines that 
help add lightness and a horizontal feel." 

PAC-CLAD 
M-36 Pane l 

Will Stelten, Architect, S/L/A/M Collaborative 
Silver Metallic - Energy Star - Cool Color 

C A S E S T U D Y 

S I 
# PACGREENlNFO.COM 
YOUR GREEN METAL RESOURCE 

P A C - C L A D 

P A C - C L A D . C O M I IL: 1 800 PAC C L A D i M D 1 8 0 0 3 4 ^ U O O 

P E T E R S E N 

TX: 1 800 8661 I GA: 1 8 0 0 272 M 8 2 I M N : 1 877 571 2025 



M A R C H / / A P R I L / / 2 0 1 6 

CONTENTS 

DEPARTMENTS 

10 / / FA<;:ADE 

W H A T T H E "L" IS TRANSIT-

ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT? 
Brininstool f Lynch's Logan Square 
Housing Inspires Human-Powered Transit 

BEAUTY WITHOUT SACRIFICE: 
2016 Richard H. Driehaus Prize 
Winner Announced 

LOHAN AND WIGHTS 
NEW LANDSCAPE 

16 / / C H A P T E R R E P O R T S 

24 // P E O P L E + P R O J E C T S 

30 / / O P E D 

THE OBAMA LIBRARY DOUBLE PARKS 

MALCOLM X COLLEGE 

34 // T H E P R A C T I C E 

CORE VALUES: 
Diversity in the profession on the rise, 
aided by new initiatives 

48 // S P E C S H E E T 

FIBER-REINFORCED CONCRETE 

0 // A T O Z 

DIRK DENISON, FAIA, IS CHANGING 
THE WAY ARCHITECTURE IS MADE 

FEATURES 

36 / / P R E S E R V E T H A T H A S H T A G : 
M E D I A AND T H E P R E S E R V A T I O N 
O F P O S T M O D E R N A R C H I T E C T U R E 

42 / / T H E P R I T Z K E R P R I Z E 

e m E n T R L 

ON THE COVER 

C o r e V a l u e s : 

Diversity in the profession on the rise, 
aided by new initiatives 

OUR PREVIOUS ISSUE 

is a v a i l a b l e t o v i e w d i g i t a l l y 

a t w w w . a i a c h i c a g o . o r g 

M A R C H / / A P R I L / / 2 0 1 6 



FAQADE 

WHAT THE "L" IS TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT? 
BRININSTOOL + LYNCH S LOGAN SQUARE HOUSING INSPIRES HUMAN-POWERED TRANSIT 
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F A g A D E 

Clearly 1 couldn't resist this headline s pun, but what's truly alluring is the notion of development centered c 
alternatives to cars. "In the past, a developer would show the site and ask, 'How many cars can we get on it?' 
Now we start with the people, which is what it should have been all along," David Brininstool, AIA, said. His 
firm, Brininstool + Lynch Architects, is behind "L" — a housing development that will be Chicago's "third 
example of transit-oriented design," he said. 

A hot topic in urban planning 
anci development, transit-
orienteci design (TOD) simply 
means development around a 
train system, as defined by the 
Transit Oriented Development 
Institute. "L" is across the street 
f rom Chicago's Blue Line tracks 
and one block from the 
California station in Chicago's 
Logan Square neighborhood. 
But in "L"'s case, TOD means 
something slightly different 
from the traditional condo 
design — like choosing a site 
proximal not only to the "L" 
train system, but also to the 
most heavily trafficked bicycle 
route in the entire city: 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

The six-story, mixed-use "L" 
will have parking spots, but it 
also has what Brininstool claims 
is the largest bike storage room 
in the city, with space for 200 
bikes. Unlike many bike rooms, 
this one has its own door on 
Milwaukee so residents needn't 
drag their rides through 
hallways or up stairs. In "L"'s 
Bike Kitchen, those same 
residents will be able to wash 
their bikes, do light mainte
nance and have access to a 
vending machine filled with 
bicycling accessories. 

In a more light-hearted nod 
to the train, "L" will feature a 
1,200-square-foot common 
outdoor area centered on a 

decommissioned "L" train car. 
The car will be retrofitted to be 
a sort-of pavilion spanning a 
water feature. They have a 
vision that's a little different 
than other developers: "They're 
very design-conscious," said 
Brininstool of developers 
Property Markets Group (PMG). 
"Usually design doesn't lead, 
but they see that design 
creates value." 

The building's fagade 
attempts to reinterpret the 
masonry construction typical of 
Chicago's residential develop

ments, with modular terracotta 
and metal siding defining its 
envelope. Its horizontal lines 
will be broken up by offset 
planes and alternating window 
fenestrations. 

In addition to its design, the 
company plans to give the 
LEED-certified building a few 
flourishes, according to Brinin
stool. PMG plans to turn "L'"s 
hallways into an art gallery 
complete with curators, rotating 
pieces and works of art for sale. 
In the common area, residents 
will be able to grow food in small 

plots, community-garden-style. 
"L"'s design is character ist ic 

both of TOD and of a b o o m in 
residential development in 
Logan Square meant t o a t t rac t 
young urban professionals. 
Developments like "L" enab le a 
commuting lifestyle tha t is 
alternative to some o t h e r 
residential housing in n e i g h b o r 
hoods where the use o f a car is 
seen by many as a necessi ty. It 
also reflects demograph ic a n d 
lifestyle changes that a re sw i f t l y 
transforming the Logan Square 
neighborhood. OA 
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BEAUTY WITHOUT SACRIFICE: 
2016 RICHARD H. DRIEHAUS PRIZE WINNER ANNOUNCED 

Chicago-based Richard 
H. Driehaus — AIA 
Chicago's 2015 Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
recipient — has focused 
resources on recognizing 
contemporary architects 
utilizing techniques and 
tropes of classical 

architecture in his annual Richard H. 
Driehaus Prize at the University of 
Notre Dame. This year, the winner of 
the prize is Vero Beach-based Scott 
Merrill, AIA, whose work celebrates 
traditional principles without 
sacrificing sustainability or the need 
to address contemporary issues. 

Much of Merrill's work takes place 
in seaside towns, where strong 
communities are bound together by 
vernacular architecture. However, 
many of these areas also experience 
extreme weather, with periods of 
hurricane-force winds and rain. 
Merrill's firm Merrill, Pastor & 
Colgan Architects, integrate 
building design and site planning to 
respond to regional identities and 
local styles without neglecting 
sustainability measures. Ffis work 
includes private residences, 
government buildings and town 
halls, located across the globe. 

States Driehaus, "His work 
beautifully demonstrates the 
inherent versatility of traditional 
architecture." CA 

"HIS WORK 
BEAUTIFULLY 
DEMONSTRATES 
THE INHERENT 
VERSATILITY OF 
TRADITIONAL 

.ARCHITECTU 

W i n d s o r T o w n C e n t e r 
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Unitized Panel System 

Internal Structure 

Purlin Clip 

P P I D a y l i g h t i n g 
I Building Envelope Solutions 

E l e m e n t LA Arch i tect ; G e n s l e r e R M A Photography inc 

W h a t ' s Y o u r N e x t 

Bright Idea? 

UniQuad® 
UniQuad'^ - a unitized translucent panel 
system developed for high-performance 
building envelopes This comprehensive 
system offers superior thermal performance 
and exceptional design versatility. UniQuad 
enables you to redefine daylighting and 
highlight your creativity, without sacrificing 
performance Explore what's possible when 
imagination meets innovation. 

o o CPIDAYLIGHTING.COM 
LAKE FOREST, ILLINOIS 

847.816.1060 
800.759.6985 



FAgADE 

LOHAN AND WIGHTS NEW LANDSCAPE 
BY MEGY KARYDES 

The architectural projects completed by Lohan Anderson's firm read like a Who's Who in the built 

environment. The Oceanarium, The Farnsworth House and the FBI Chicago Field Office are just a 

few of the dozens of projects completed in the last decade by the internationally recognized firm 

led by Dirk Lohan, FAIA, and Floyd Anderson, AIA. At what seemed like the pinnacle of their 

firm's career, last year the principals announced they would shutter the Chicago-based office. 

Lohan and Anderson would join Wight & Co. in the newly created Lohan Studio. Was it an exit 

strategy or strategic decision to leverage two firm's assets? 

Lohan, now principal and design 
director of Lohan Studio, insists an 
exit strategy couldn't be further 
from his mind. "On the contrary, I 
am looking forward to the new 
challenges and possibilities that 
our collaboration with Wight & 
Company make possible," he said, 
adding that he hopes to stay active 
in a profession he loves as long as 
his health allows. 

Lohan quickly made a name for 
himself in the architectural world, 
although he admits his grandfa
ther, Mies van der Rohe, was an 
influential figure in his life. He 
studied architecture under his 
tutelage while attending the Illinois 
Institute of Technology. 

"His methodology of working 
on the design of buildings has 
influenced my own approach, 
and there is no question that the 
tradition will continue to shape 
our work with the interdisciplin
ary organization of Wight & 
Company," Lohan said. 

Wight & Co.'s New Trier High School, Winnetka Campus 

The Marriage Be tween 
Lohan and Wight 
How did Wight and Lohan decide 
it was time to collaborate? 

Lohan and his team at Lohan 
Anderson had a number of 
positive interactions and 
deliberations with Mark Wight 

and his staff during the last year 
that convinced Lohan that joining 
forces would allow both firms to 
maximize their potential. It's a 
sentiment shared by their 
colleagues who commented to 
Lohan that together they'd 
command an even larger role in 

the design and planning 
of projects. 

"I am very confident that our 
two cultures will come together 
and merge to form a successful 
new team of architects and 
engineers," Lohan said. 

Mark Wight, chairman and 
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FAQADE 

L o h a n A n d e r s o n ' s 3 5 3 N . C l a r k p r o j e c t 

CEO, Wight & Co., an award-
winning, design-focused firm with 
more than two decades of 
experience working on social 
infrastructure in markets such as 
K-12, higher education and 
criminal and justice facilities 
throughout the Chicagoland area, 
echoed Lohan's sentiments. 

"Lohan Anderson is known 
worldwide for their design 
excellence and high-profile 
projects like the Four Seasons 
Hotel in Mumbai and the 
McDonald's Headquarters in 
Chicago," Wight said. "The 
combination of the two firms 

brings an enhanced level of 
design sophistication as well as 
access to new markets and 
clients. It dramatically changes 
the 'story' for both firms. The 
merging of two cultures — peo
ple and talent — will result in new 
and improved perspectives in all 
aspects of our practice." 

Wight is looking forward 
to their marriage of talents. 
"Both firms share a common 
core and passion for creating 
places where people can thrive," 
Wight added. "Together, we will 
bring this passion to a broader 
market place." CA 

i 

www. da 
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CHAPTER R E P O R T S 

SMALL PROJECTS AWARDS 

AIA Chicago is accepting submissions to the sixth annual Small 
Projects Awards through March 10, 2016. AIA Chicago's annual Small 
Firm/Small Projects Awards program recognizes high-quality work 
from small architectural firms and exceptional small local projects. 

Presented by the AIA Chicago Small Practitioners Group, the goal 
of this award program is to raise public awareness of the value that 
architects bring to small projects and to promote small practitioners 
as a resource for design excellence. All firms in the competition have 
fewer than nine licensed architects and architectural interns. 

Save t h e D a t e : 
Small Projects Awards Party 
Thursday, May 5, 2016 
Architectural Artifacts 
4325 N. Ravenswood Drive, Chicago 

Interested in being a sponsor for this event? 
Contact Debora Donato at 312.374.1726. 

2015 MARTIN ROCHE TRAVEL SCHOLAR RETURNS 
FROM ECUADOR 

Sponsored by the AIA Chicago Foundation, last year's winner of the 
Martin Roche Travel Scholarship, Janina Lissette Sanchez, has 
returned from her trip to Ecuador. Her project, titled RADICAL 
URBANISM, took her to several sites that embody the country's 
30-year Citizen's Revolution. These government-sponsored social and 
developmental projects range in size, scope and location. Sanchez's 
winning proposal took her to these locations to study how Ecuador is 
using architecture and urbanism to declare a new democratic republic 
of "Good Living." 

Sanchez presented on her travels on February 24, 2016, at 

AIA Chicago. 
AIA Chicago is currently accepting submissions for the 2016 Martin 

Roche Travel Scholarships. Applications will be accepted through 
April 1, 2016. Visit aiachicago.org for more information. 
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CHAPTER R E P O R T S 

AIA CHICAGO + FUTURECITIES 

Future City starts with a question: how can we make the world a better place? To answer it, sixth-, 
seventh- and eighth-grade students innagine, research, design and build cities of the future that 
showcase their solution to a citywide sustainability issue. This year's topic: waste management. 

AIA Chicago Sponsored the 
2015 Livable Community Award 
The design that most contr ibutes to the physical, mental and spiritual 

wel l -being of the city's occupants through elements such as choices in 

housing; workplaces; shopping and recreation, including walking and 

biking trails; wel l -designed solutions to traff ic congestion and parking; 

safe walkable ne ighborhoods with pedestr ian friendly designs; a 

balance of bui lding and open areas, w i th at tent ion to human scale; con

nected green spaces, communi ty parks and public places that link 

ne ighborhoods and services; considerat ion of the ecology of the 

communi ty ; attention t o eye-level views throughout the city; public 

buildings and civic centers for citizen interaction designed as special 

places within the city; and a mixture of di f ferent neighborhoods with 

strong identit ies. 

The winner of the AIA Chicago Livable Communi ty Award went to 
Charles Earle at STEM Elementary School in Chicago. 

Special thanks goes to our Livable C o m m u n i t y Award Jurors-

Miche l le G i l l e t t e -Murphy , A IA - Met ropo l i tan Water Reclamation Dist 

M a r y Brush, A IA - Brush Archi tects, LLC 

Emma Cl ine - SPACE Archi tects + Planners 

Jack ie W i l cox , A IA - Eckenhoff Sauders Arch i tec ts 

5^ 

ury met students and heard pro ject d e s c r i p t i o n s . 

Livable Cities winn ng project 
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CHAPTER R E P O R T S 

CANSTRUCTION 
RETURNS IN 2016! 
Join AIA Chicago for the annual 

CANstruct ion compet i t ion this fall! 

In the 2014-15 year, Chicago 

ranked number one in participa

t ion, raising over 113,000 pounds 

of food. AIA Chicago will be 

host ing an interested team 

meet ing in Apr i l ; stay tuned for 

more details at aiachicago.org. 

AIA CHICAGO ADOPTS NEW RULES 
FOR COMPETITIONS 
in December, the architecture critic for the Chicago 

Tribune, Blair Kamin, repor ted on the use of digital ly 

a l tered pho tographs included in a successful 

submission to the 2015 AIA Chicago Design Excel

lence Awards p rogram. 

Because specif ic rules related to the use of 

techno logy to enhance or alter images was not 

inc luded in the compe t i t i on rules, the AIA Chicago 

Board of Directors has taken steps to reduce 

confus ion and t o safeguard against similar situations 

in the future. 

The fo l lowing language will be a d d e d to the rules 

o f the A IA Chicago Design Excellence Awards 

p r o g r a m . Future par t ic ipants are requi red to fol low 

t h e comp le te set of rules and requirements, a por t io 

o f which appears be low, or risk disqual i f icat ion. 

» /mages may be edited to improve contrast ratio, 

color balance, and composition through cropping. 

» /mages may not be edited to add, remove, or alter 

any aspect or element of the project including its 

context. Images should represent the project as it 

exists in the built environment. Artistic composi

tion must not confuse the jury as to the nature of 

the project. 

» AIA Chicago reserves the right to disqualify any 

submission not adhering to these requirements and 

may rescind any award so bestowed. 

Submissions for the 2016 Design Excellence Awards 

open March 21. 
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Frame 

Inspiration 

D y e r i n g s ' i 6 
THE GLOBALTILE & STONE EXPERIENCE 

Y o u 
B e l o n g 
H e r e 
Chicago 
April 18-21 
2016 

Your focus is on thoughtful 
and sustainable design 
and you find inspiration 
everywhere. You are 
always keeping up with the 
latest trends and know the 
importance of staying open 
to ideas and information. 
Your emphasis is on how 
well beauty can function. 

With i.ioo exhibitors from 
40 countries, 9 miles of 
the latest trends and free 
accredited education 
seminars, this is the largest 
gathering of passionate and 
knowledgeable tile and stone 
experts in North America. 
Frame your inspiration at 
Coverings. You belong here. 

Register for free at coverings.com 
Use V I P code: A I A 



CHAPTER R E P O R T S 

AIA CHICAGO AND USGBC-ILLINOIS 
COLLABORATE ON MATERIALS TRANSPARENCY 

1 
• 

m i n d f u 
MATER AL̂  

• WE SPEND 90 
PERCENT OF OUR 
TIME INDOORS. 
AND SO WE ARE 
CONSCIOUS OF 
MATERIALS' 
EFFECTS ON HUMAN 
HEALTH AND HOW 
PEOPLE INTERACT 
WITH THE INDOOR 
ENVIRONMENT' 

- SUSAN HEINKING 

Members of AIA Chicago's Committee on the Environment (COTE) have been working closely with USGBC-
Illinois and a group of designers and sustainability experts to reproduce a tried-and-true system of materials 
labeling for the Chicago architecture, construction and engineering communities — to move the conversation 
from a single f i rm approach to an industry approach. Called mindful MATERIALS, the system includes a 
sticker label for material binders that, at first-glance, can save designers hours of daunting Googling individual 
material components and product certifications. On the back-end, it is also a growing database of vetted 
building product information. 

A A C H I C A G O . O R G 

20 M A R C H / / A P R I L / / 2 0 1 6 CHICAGO A R C H I T E C T 



Susan Heinking, AIA, is b o t h a co-chair of A IA Chicago's COTE and a 

USGBC-lll inois board member , and she has been a par t of moving HKS' 

system to Chicago. "Our chapter is focused on holistic material 

considerat ions, not only the envi ronmental factors of material i ty," 

Heinking explains. "We spend 90 percent o f our t ime indoors, and so we 

are conscious of materials' e f fects on human health and how peop le 

interact with the indoor env i ronment . " 

Anne Rezac of HKS, Inc. Chicago off ice, stated that the mindfu l 
MATERIALS labeling p rog ram was original ly deve loped by HKS' Dallas, 
Texas, off ice as a practical means to incorporate transparency informa
t ion into designers' everyday work process, prov id ing easy-to-access 
product ingredient in format ion where designers search for it most of ten: 
on resource library shelves. 

Designers of ten look into specific materials for varying propert ies, 

including aesthetics and durabi l i ty , but have been chal lenged by 

navigating the increasingly complex materials landscape. Another leader 

in the Chicago initiative, John Mlade, a sustainabil i ty consultant with 

YR&G, emphasized, " N o n e of the available industry resources are 

per fect , and many are unvet ted . This init iative is a grassroots ef for t to 

make informat ion more accurate." The label ing system makes health and 

transparency information readily available so that designers can quickly 

ident i fy the sustainable componen ts of any material in a library. 

Katie Kaluzny, associate d i rector of the USGBC-lll inois, has worked 

with industry leaders in Chicago over the past year to incorporate the 

mindful MATERIALS label ing into material libraries across the region. 

"Work ing with architects and designers, we know how dif f icult it can be 

to meet sustainabil ity goals and requirements while work ing with a 

variety of materials," she said. "HKS' success in deve lop ing and 

imp lement ing a labeling system of such a scale can be repl icated here, 

and we at the USGBC-lll inois felt t remendous responsibi l i ty to help 

move this e f for t forward." 

Presently, the system will use two stickers: the first, small mM branded 

sticker on the spine will note that materials within have mindful MATERIALS 

attributes; and the second, larger sticker on the intenor will list sustainable 

attributes that manufacturers can check off when present. 

The next step after mindfu l MATERIALS is launched in Chicago is to 

cont inue w i th nat ionwide conversat ions surrounding information 

standardizat ion. Rezac n o t e d that the database might not be completely 

appl icable to every f i rm, but says, "Where it might be transferrable is 

that the manufacturers have already p rov ided us with information about 

material components , and we can pass that along to groups elsewhere." 

Whi le this new label ing system wil l have a profound impact on the 

everyday work done by architects and designers, bo th Rezac and Mlade 

emphasize the impor tance of al igning the industry as a whole — and its 

abi l i ty to become an educat ional too l . Rezac explained, "Truly, it is 

meant to be a proactive learning p r o m p t . " 

Join AIA Chicago and USGBC-lllinois on Wednesday, Apri l 6, 2016, at 12 

p.m. to learn more about mindful MATERIALS. Refreshments provided. CA 
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Ceramics 
of Italy 
Comes to 
Chicago 
See the latest design concepts and 
technical advancements in tile and 
adhesives in the Italian Pavilion 
at Coverings this spring. From 
artisarial ceramics and high-end 
mosaics to ultra-thin and large 
format porcelain tiles, hundreds of 
new products from Italy's leading 
manufacturers will be shown. 
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Provenza Gesso 
Caesar Elapse 
Monoclbec One 
ABK Do-Up 
Del Conca Upgrade 
Gambini Group Playwood 
Casalgrande Padana Earth 
Supergres Remake T20 
Edilcuoghi Superlativa 
Lea Ceramiche Cliffstone 
Settecento Skyline Matiere 
Marca Corona Stone One 
Ceramica Bardelli Queen 
Piemme More 
Refin Labyrinth 
Atlas Concorde 3D Wall Design 
Ceramica Vogue Shade 
Casa Dolce Casa Pietre/ 3 
Fondovalle Acidic 
Sicis SiciStone 
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Coverings 
April 18-21, 2016 
McCormick Place 
Chicago, IL 
Booth 1531 

We invite you to join us for an 
authentic Italian lunch and special 
guided tour of the Italian Pavilion. 
Register at bit,ly/coveringsvip to 
reserve your spot! 

If you miss us at Coverings, visit us at 
ICFF2016 from May 14 - 17 at NYC's 
Javits Center. 
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P E O P L E + P R O J E C T S 

/ / / / / / / / / / / 

PLEASE SEND YOUR NEWS TO: 

info@aiachicago.org 

Burcin Moehr ing , 

FAIA, jo ins HDR as 

an e d u c a t i o n , 

sc ience and 

t e c h n o l o g y pr inc ipal 

in t h e Seatt le o f f ice . 

The l l lmois Inst i tu te of Techno logy wi l l break g round this spr ing on The Ed Kaplan Family Inst i tu te for Innova.ron and Tech 

Ent repreneursh ip . Des igned by J o h n Ronan, EAIA, of John Ronan Archi tects , t he 100 ,000-square - foo , faci l i ty w,ll feature fexrble 

learn ing env i ronments for p ro jec t -based in terd iscp l inary courses at IIT and an env i ronmenta l l y responsive bu d i n g sk,n. Johr, Ronan 

Arch i tec ts was also shor t l i s ted for t he Barack O b a m a Presidential Library - the only Ch i cago -based g roup se lected as a finalist for 

the much -an t i c i pa ted p ro jec t . 

T T 

Perkins+Wil l rece ived the Des ign for Learn ing Leadersh ip and Innovat ion Award f rom the Amer ican 

A rch i t ec tu ra l Founda t i on in December 2015. The award recognizes the f i rm's ded icat ion to des ign 

exce l lence m educa t i on t h r o u g h o u t its 80-year h istory, c i t ing p ro jec ts such as Jones Co l lege Prep m 

C h i c a g o , as v.ell as award-v . .nn ing schools in At lan ta and Wash ing ton . D.C. The ceremony was held at Crow 

Is land E lementa ry School , des i gned by Perk ins+Wi l l m 1940. 

nagle 
hartray 

architecture 

Nagle Hartray turns 50 years o ld . Later 

in 2016, the f i rm wil l host events and 

oppor tun i t i es to ce lebrate its legacy, 

Dirk Lohan, FAIA, of Lohan Anderson and 

Mark Wight of Wight & C o . have 

a n n o u n c e d that they have j o i n e d forces in a 

new venture . Read more a b o u t this 

co l labora t ion on page 14. 
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P E O P L E + P R O J E C T S 

Harley Ellis Devreaux has a n n o u n c e d several changes in the i r s ta f f a n d 
f i rm leadersh ip : 

Jeremiah D iamond 

Myefski Arch i tec ts has announced six new hires: 

Jeremiah D iamond as senior pro jec t manager, 

Nicole Rogers as inter ior archi tecture manager, 

Anuradha Patnaik, A s s o c . AIA, as archi tecture 

manager, Evel ina Giedra i ty te and Stella Zhang as 

arch i tec ture interns, and Betsey Sanchez as of f ice 

manager. The t eam at Myefski has also won an Ann 

A rbo r -based c o m p e t i t i o n to bu i ld a 17-story, 

m ixed -use d e v e l o p m e n t . The s t ructure includes 

res ident ia l , ho te l , and of f ice space as well as a 

g r o u n d f loor readi ly available for publ ic uses and 

retai l tenants . The con tempora ry des ign uti l izes 

glass, ga rden and a mul t i - tone skin g r id to create 

dynamic fagade transi t ions. 

Michael Sullivan, 

AIA, N C A R B . is 

manag ing pr inc ipal 

of the f i rm's Ch icago 

of f ice. Sullivan wil l be 

responsible for the 

overal l business 

d i rec t ion and 

financial pe r fo rmance 

o f the Ch icago of f ice. 

Leonora 

Georgeog lou , L E E D 

AP ID+C, N C I D O , IS 

now associate, 

interior arch i tecture 

leader, for the f irm's 

Ch icago of f ice. 

G e o r g e o g l o u wil l 

lead the overal l 

des ign and 

p roduc t i on act iv i t ies 

of the off ice's inter ior 

archi tecture team. 

Enrique Suarez, 

AIA, L E E D AP 

B D + C , N C A R B , is 

now pr inc ipal , 

co rpo ra te marke t i ng 

leader for the f i rm . 

Suarez is respons ib le 

for lead ing the 

company 's s t rategic 

marke t ing ini t iat ives 

and wil l con t inue 

t o manage c l ient 

relat ionships. 

Scot t W h i t e b o n e , 

AIA, N C A R B , IS 

now associate, 

a rch i tec ture + 

des ign leader, for 

t he f i rm's C h i c a g o 

of f ice . W h i t e b o n e 

wil l lead the overa l l 

techn ica l and 

p r o d u c t i o n ac t iv i t ies 

o f t h e o f f i ce 's 

arch i tec tura l t e a m . 

G e n e M c D o n a l d , 

A I A , IS n o w p r i n c i p a l , 

s t u d i o leader , h i g h e r 

e d u c a t i o n , in t h e 

company ' s C h i c a g o 

o f f i ce . M c D o n a l d 

wi l l con t i nue t o l ead 

all aspec ts o f t he 

h igher e d u c a t i o n 

s tud io in C h i c a g o . 

She lby K r o e g e r has 

b e e n a p p o i n t e d 

assoc ia te , m a r k e t i n g 

sys tems m a n a g e r , 

fo r t h e f i r m . 

Derr ick A rch i tec tu re c o m p l e t e d W h e a t o n 

Co l lege 's new W e l c o m e Center . D e s i g n e d by 

Chr is topher Derr ick , A IA , the 11 ,000-square- foo t 

Georg ian-s ty le b u i l d i n g serves as a g a t h e r i n g 

place for the c a m p u s c o m m u n i t y . 
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P E O P L E + P R O J E C T S 

/ / / / / / / / / / / 

PLEASE SEND YOUR NEWS TO 

info@aiachicago.org 

Michael C o d y , AIA. jo ins B K V 

G r o u p as associate par tner wi th 24 

years o f real estate d e v e l o p m e n t , 

cons t ruc t i on m a n a g e m e n t and 

arch i tec ture exper ience . 

Valer io D e w a l t Train w e l c o m e s 

Peter S c h l o s s m a n , A I A . L E E D AP. 

as assoc ia te . He c o m e s t o t he f i rm 

w i th 25 years o f e x p e r i e n c e in a 

var iety of d e s i g n , cons t ruc t i on and 

p lann ing p r o j e c t s . 

Mike Shively , A I A . has a n n o u n c e d 

the launch o f Mike Shively 

A r c h i t e c t u r e , a fu l l -serv ice 

a rch i tec tu ra l p rac t i ce l o c a t e d in 

t he Wicke r Park n e i g h b o r h o o d . 

The f i rm focuses on s ing le- fami ly 

h o m e s b u t e x t e n d s t o hosp i ta l i t y 

a n d re l ig ious b u i l d i n g s . 

i l i 

The Ch icago of f ice of C rescent Heights announced approval f rom 

the Ch icago Plan Commiss ion for the first phase of 1200 S. Indiana, 

a th ree-phase resident ia l deve lopmen t located at the southwest corner 

o f Grant Park in the hear t of Chicago's South Loop n e i g h b o r h o o d . 

Cons t ruc t i on is e x p e c t e d to beg in in late 2016. 

b K L 
A R C H I T E C T U R E 

bKL Arch i tec tu re has p r o m o t e d 10 individuals to the posi t ion of associate: 

A n d r e s Lopez Franco, Emily Barnes , Kasia Dabrowska , Lal ima C h e m j o n g , 

A s s o c . AIA, Laura Crane , Assoc . AIA, Maja Adamski , Niti Desa i , A IA, 

Hang-Tang Tu, Smita Sahoo, and Tuan Nguyen. 

UrbanWorks has hired Ann 

Panopio, A s s o c . AIA, as project 

manager. Ann br ings over 18 years 

of exper t ise in des ign , 

deve lopmen t a n d management . 

Most recently, Panopio worked as 

the associate d i rec to r of an 

organizat ion focused on improving 

impover ished communi t ies 

th rough des ign excel lence and 

commun i ty engagemen t . 

Christ ina Brown, N C I D Q , and 

Kevin Kamien, AIA, have been 

p r o m o t e d to f i rm pr incipals at 

Eastlake Studio, a des ign f irm 

special iz ing in workp lace interiors. 

Their work includes cont r ibut ions 

to award-winn ing pro jec ts for the 

2015 IIDA Red Awards . 
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P E O P L E + P R O J E C T S 

AIA Nat iona l has awarded Studio G a n g ' s pro ject , WMS Boathouse at 

Clark Park, a prest ig ious 2016 Honor A w a r d for Arch i tecture. The 

boa thouse is par t of t he c i ty of Chicago's p lan to open up access to the 

Ch icago River. Through its use of passive systems and rainwater 

co l lec t ion , as well as its f ie ldhouse and boa t -s to rage facil i t ies, the pro jec t 

suppor t s bo th eco log ica l and recreat ional revival of the Ch icago River. 

BRININSTOOL 
+ LYNCH 

Brininstool + Lynch has a n n o u n c e d that it wi l l be work ing as the 

associate archi tect on the Universi ty of Ch icago 's Rubenstein Forum 

a longs ide Dil ler Scof id io -t- Renfro. Ta rge ted fo r comp le t ion in 2018, 

the Rubenstein Forum wil l hos t conferences, workshops, lectures, 

ceremonies and other ga ther ings . 

Sheila F. C a h n m a n , A IA , 

F A C H A , L E E D AP, has 

been e l e c t e d t o t h e 

Amer i can Co l l ege of 

Heal thcare A rch i tec ts 

Counc i l o f Fel lows. The 

fe l lowship is a w a r d e d to 

an ACHA m e m b e r whose 

career ref lects excep t i ona l 

c o m p e t e n c e and des ign 

excel lence in heal th care 

arch i tec ture , resu l t ing in 

signi f icant in f luence on 

the pro fess ion. 

Gensler announces G r a n t Uhlir , A I A , 

and Sarah B a d e r as m a n a g i n g d i r e c t o r s 

at t he f i rm. 

Gary Hodonicky, 

A IA , is now pr inc ipa l 

at Florian A rch i t ec t s . 

The n e w e l e c t r o p h y s i o l o g y (EP) l a b 

suite at UlC Med ica l Cen te r r e f l e c t s t h e 

t rans fo rmat ion in t he lab. L e d b y 

Douglas Boldt , A IA , of R A D A 

Arch i tec ts , the lab ut i l izes a d j u s t a b l e 

LED l igh t ing to he lp ca lm p a t i e n t s . 

Patient c o m f o r t is m a x i m i z e d t h r o u g h 

the ca lm ing e f fec t o f d i m m a b l e , 

mul t i -zone co lo r - chang ing L E D l i g h t s . 
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P E O P L E + P R O J E C T S 
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PLEASE SEND YOUR NEWS TO 

info@aiachicago.org 

DLR C o u p , ce leb ra t i ng its 50 ,h anniversary this year, recent ly a p p o i n t e d (our new sen.or associates and t w o new 9 - " P 1"°^^^'"'° 
its Ch i cago o f f i ce . New DLR G r o u p senior assoca tes are J o e C icora ; Shona O ' D e a , L E E D AP; Jason Meyer ing. AIA, L E E D A P ; and 

B e n Ta lbot , P E , L E E D AP, QC+P. N e w DLR g r o u p assoca tes are Alexandr ia Campbe l l , A s s o c . AIA, and J ,m C b s o n , P E . 

L e g a t A r c h i t e c t s c o m p l e t e d the LEED G o l d - c e r t i f i e d Margare t Burke Lee Science and Heal th Careers 

Cen te r at O a k t o n C o m m u n i t y C o l l e g e . The 9 3 . 0 0 0 - s q u a r e - f o o t fac i l i ty h igh l ights the site's se t t ing and 

sus ta inab le t echno log ies . 

Tony Corrag io joins 

CannonDes ign as vice president of 

const ruc t ion p ro jec t management . 

John Birazzi, A IA, is now 

associate pr inc ipa l at Klein and 

Hof fman Restorat ion Archi tects 

Structural Engineers. 

lA In tenor Arch i tec t a p p o i n t m e n t s i nc lude several C h i c a g o - b a s e d professionals, inc lud ing 

J o h n Hopkins, AIA, and Tish Kruse as pr inc ipa ls ; Scot t De lano, AIA, and Julie Maggos 

as senior associates; and J e r e m y Hel fer t , A IA , Jul ie O ' S h e a , and J a c o b Swindler 

as associates. 
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L I G H T I N G BRIGHT IDEAS 

C o h e n & Hacker Arch i tec ts recent ly c o m p l e t e d Pella Cra f ted Luxury's 

7,000-square- foot showroom in the Merchand ise Mart . The f irm — handp icked 

by Pella - wo rked co l laborat ive ly w i th the cl ient and a cus tom-assembled team 

of inter ior designers. 

"7 

iNiiiHI^iifiiillj' 
Ul LABS Digital Manufacturing and Design Innovation Institute 
Chicago 

Burns + Beyerl Arch i tects (BBA) has 

a n n o u n c e d Jennifer Hense , A IA, w i l l 

jo in E d w a r d Twohey, AIA, and G a r y 

Beyer l , AIA, in ownersh ip as a 

pr inc ipa l o f the f i rm. Hense has been 

an emp loyee of the f i rm for 16 years 

and a senior associate since 2005 . 

She wi l l cont inue her pos i t ion m 

des ign and const ruct ion 

admin is t ra t ion of h igh -end 

residences and inter iors. 

Anthony LoBel lo, AIA, L E E D A P 

has been p r o m o t e d to pr inc ipal at 

SmithGroupJJR. LoBel lo is s tud io 

leader for the learning pract ice in 

the Ch icago of f ice, and he has 

expanded the group's po r t f o l i o to 

inc lude renovat ion work and 

business schools whi le g row ing its 

master p lann ing services. He mos t 

recent ly served as the AIA 

Ch icago Board pres ident for 2015. 

LIGHTING DESIGNERS 
SchulerShook 

C h i c a g o 

Minneapolis 

Dal las 

Melbourne 

s c h u l e r s h o o k . c o m 
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THE OBAMA LIBRARY DOUBLE PARKS 
Plans for the Obama Presidential Library in Chicago's South Side may destroy a historic park 

BY JOHN VINCI, FAIA 

On May 12, 2015, Barack and Michelle Obama announced that Chicago wil l be the site of the Obama 
Presidential Library. Anticipating this development, the University of Chicago began to make arrangements to 
use adjacent public parkland — Jackson Park, located to the east and south of the campus, and Washington 
Park, on its west border. Designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, these parks have a significant history and 
invaluable function in the south side of Chicago. Whether they choose Jackson Park or Washington Park, 
plans to build the Obama Library on top of either of these National Register parks would erase significant 
segments of them. This threat, aided by likely corruption, wil l deprive Chicago of significant green spaces and 
real economic growth, and rob the public of access to parts of living works of art. 

The history of these parks is the 

history of Chicago itself. In 1853 

Paul Cornel l , a real estate 

developer, purchased 300 acres of 

land with the idea of at t ract ing 

businessmen and their families to 

live seven miles south of the 

g row ing city of Chicago. In 1871, 

the vi l lage hired Olmstead to turn 

the fut i le surrounding land into 

viable parkland. Over 1,000 acres 

were recovered to form Washing

ton and Jackson Parks. In 1889, 

urban expansion arrived in Hyde 

Park and the vil lage was annexed 

by the Ci ty of Chicago. 

Short ly after, the University of 

Chicago chose to locate itself in an 

area nor th of the Midway and west 

o f Jackson Park. In 1934, the Illinois 

Legislature created The Chicago 

Park Distr ict (CPD) under the Park 

Conso l ida t ion Ac t to make the 

CPD into a separate govern ing 

body free of municipal control . 

Washington Park's o ld g rowth trees 

thus keeping the parks in the 

publ ic trust free of pol i t ical 

manipulat ion for decades. 

Unfortunately, when it came t o 

the Obama Library, the Mayor of 

Chicago, Rahm Emanuel promised 

he'd "move heaven and earth" to 

provide the land for the Library. In 

May 2015 he proceeded to d o 

pretty much that, having the Illinois 

legislature change the by-laws to 

allow the Chicago Park District to 

deed land to the City of Chicago 

to allow for the construct ion of 

"museums" in existing parkland. 

Both the Chicago aldermen and 

the State of Illinois legislators 

passed this legislation. 

There are currently thirteen 

presidential libraries operated by 

the National Archives and Records 

Administrat ion (NARA). In 1934 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt donated 

sixteen acres of land for the 

purpose of housing his personal 

papers. The result ing library and 

museum house over f i f ty million 

items and cost $370,000 to build in 

1940. Every president since has 

cont inued this pract ice; yet, it is no 

secret that these libraries are costly 

to bui ld, of ten poorly visited and in 

need of upgrades. 

It is assumed that the Barack 

Obama Foundation is planning to 

raise $300 million for the building 

and $500 mill ion for its endow

ment. Led by Obama's close friend 

Mart in Nesbit t , a prominent 
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Washington Park 
Original Plan for South Park 

• 

THi COUTH o>CN eaouNo 

Jackson Park 

Chicago businessman, and seven 

volunteer board members, the 

not-for-profit corporat ion states: 

"When it's complete, the center 

will include a library ho ld ing the 

Presidential archives, a museum 

focusing on the Obama Presidency 

and issues of our t ime, and space 

for ongoing programs and 

initiatives that advance our 

mission." Their tasks will be to 

raise the $800 mil l ion, select an 

architect, and choose the final site. 

Their Request for Proposals to 

architects received 140 responses. 

The University of Chicago has 

o f fe red two possible sites: 20 

acres of parkland in Washington 

Park currently f i l led wi th mature 

trees and berms, plus eleven 

acres of urban renewal land 

owned by the university located 

across the street f rom the site; or, 

20 acres of parkland in Jackson 

Park on the corner of 63rd and 

Cornel l , a site that overlooks 

Olmsted 's "wooded isle" and the 

Jackson Park Golf Course. 

At public hearings in March 

2015, orchestrated by the Chicago 

Park Distr ict w i th t he assistance o f 

the University of Chicago's Public 

Relations Depar tment , the 

consensus f rom the audience 

suppor t ing the l ibrary was that 

Washington Park was the 

preferred site. Yet some spoke 

against t he use of t he park land 

a l together and ques t i oned the 

legal i ty of using park land for 

non-recreat ional purposes. Their 

ob jec t ions ( inc lud ing mine) fel l o n 

deaf ears. 

At the foref ront of the legal i ty 

f ight was an organizat ion cal led 

Friends o f the Parks (FOTP), l ed 

by their director, Cassandra 

Francis. W h e n it was f o u n d e d in 

1975, its goa l was to o p p o s e 

ongo ing threats to pa rk l and , 

precisely like this one. A s 

expec ted , this grassroots 

organizat ion announced its 

ob jec t ions to the O b a m a L ibrary 

park locat ion a long w i t h a n o t h e r 

p roposa l for a pr ivate m u s e u m , 

the Lucas Museum of Nar ra t i ve 

Ar t , on an area near the Lake 

Front. Lawsuits were t o b e 

in i t ia ted regard ing b o t h si tes. 
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Though Cassandra Francis 

vowed to take bo th cases to the 

courts, a short t ime later she 

res igned f rom her j ob , and the 

Friends of the Parks shrank back 

f rom ini t iat ing a lawsuit regard ing 

the Library's land takeover. Upon 

her resignat ion, the FOTP has 

since ceased pursuing a lawsuit 

against the O b a m a Library 

park land g rab . 

Many major f igures such as 

Victor ia Ranney — the ed i to r of 

O lmsted 's papers and pr ior 

de fender of Wash ing ton Park — 

also took the side of the land 

grabbers . These indiv iduals have 

the President 's ear and cou ld 

easily convince him to re ject the 

Park site. To date they have d o n e 

no such t h i ng . 

Organizat ions and journals, 

such as the Cultural Landscape 

Foundat ion based in Wash ing ton 

D.C., Landscape Arch/ tecture 

Magazine, the University of 

Chicago's newspaper, and 

numerous scholars have spoken 

out against the tak ing of park land 

for the Library's purposes. 

Nat ional press out le ts , such as 

The Boston Globe and The 

At/antic have wr i t ten art icles in 

protest . A n d yet the plan 

cont inues unabated . 

My conten t ion is this: these 

parks are masterworks in their 

own r ight . Unlike the p ro tec t i on o f 

historic and archi tectural 

landmarks, the publ ic has l i t t le 

percept ion of park des ign as 

l iv ing works of art that were 

conceived wi th the same 

discipl ines that govern any 

though t fu l des ign strategy. W i t h 

parks des igned by landscape 

architects such as O lms ted , one 

needs only t o look at their 

visionary concepts and the beauty 

of their plans as drawn to realize 

that they are i n d e e d l iv ing works 

of art . The parcel of Wash ing ton 

Park that is be ing p roposed has a 

large grove of mature trees that 

f rame and enclose Olmstead's 

great meadow — removing any 

par t of the landscape is like 

cu t t i ng o f f the corner of a 

t reasured paint ing. 

Everyone agrees that the 

maintenance of these parks is 

sorely neglected. But the 

arguments put for th — the parks 

are not heavily used, poor ly 

mainta ined or already violated 

— are facile diversions and do not 

mean that they are not funct ioning 

or cannot be repaired and 

pro tec ted from further invasive 

oppor tun is ts . In the past, these 

parks have evolved, but they 

remained within the framework of 

the parks' changing recreational 

funct ion. They are still highly 

visible and funct ion on many 

levels: they serve as open land to 

be exper ienced, whether by car, 

foot , or bicycle. 

Proponents of this plan hope 

that the l ibrary will revitalize and 

br ing jobs and oppor tun i t ies to a 

deso la te par t of the city. They also 

r ight fu l ly bel ieved that Chicago's 

South Side, near Obama's old 

ne ighborhood and the area where 

he received his grassroots 

support , was the ideal locat ion. 

Obama's mentor, Saul Alinsky, 

inspired him to teach workshops 

to organizations commi t t ed to 

social change. Yet, his foundat ion 

continues to insist on damag ing 

the people 's park land when there 

are other opt ions. 

If the university and the city truly 

want to contr ibute to the future of 

the city and its environs, I p ropose 

the fol lowing: choose the site to 

the west of Washington Park, f rom 

Garfield Boulevard to Fifty-first 

Street to the north and f rom 

Martin Luther King Boulevard 

(west of the park) to the State 

Street elevated train system to the 

west. Wi th the except ion of one 

aging public school, there are 

approximately seventy acres of 

largely empty parcels and meager 

structures. The University already 

owns eleven acres, and it is 

rumored that they have acquired 

more of the land. The University, 

with the City's assistance, should 

purchase the empty parcels and 

remaining structures and build the 

library on that site. They would at 

once encourage deter iorat ing 

areas surrounding the site to be 

improved, and thereby promote 

urban renewal on three fronts of 

the site. 

If this site were chosen instead, 

the park wou ld become the front 

yard to the Obama Library. 

Restore the park as part of the 

project , and leave the mature 

trees untouched. In one sweeping 

gesture, the Obama Library would 

reinvigorate the South Side, 

p romote urban renewal and 

contr ibute to the city's revitaliza-

t ion instead of stealing land from 

the people . By bui ld ing his library 

in a communi ty that needs jobs, 

Obama's l ibrary could be a 

catalyst for the University's further 

expansion and a posit ive step for 

all concerned, instead of a 

monument to Obama's ego. CA 

/ / / / / / / / / / / 

Excerpt reprinted with permission 

from The New Cr i te r ion , published 

January 2016. 
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MALCOM X COLLEGE 
An icon to Modernism and Cliicago s Blacl( History comes down 
BY LEE BEY 

OP ED 

The Near West Side has been 

ascendant for 20 years now — so 

much so, it's now hard to imagine 

the impact Malcolm X Col lege had 

when it opened at Damen and Van 

Buren in 1971. 

The three-story school is an 

essay in Miesian modernism: 

steel-and-glass, long and low. It 

was a new $26 million face in a 

decaying neighborhood still shaken 

by the riots that fol lowed the Rev. 

Dr. Martin Luther King's assassina

tion just three years earlier. 

Malcolm X College is the work 

of the late Gene Summers, then 

design chief at C.F. Murphy Associ

ates — a firm that is now JAHN 

— along with a young Thomas 

Beeby. Summers completed 

McCormick Place Lakeside Center 

the same year. 

But 45 years after o p e n i n g , the 

first U.S. school named in honor 

of Ma lco lm X is vacant and ready 

for demo l i t i on . A new $251 

mil l ion Malcolm X Co l lege has 

been bui l t at Jackson and 

Damen, just nor th of the o l d 

campus. Des igned by M o o d y 

Nolan and CannonDes ign, t he 

new col lege is ded ica ted to the 

health care pract ice and of fers 

s tudents unparal le led access to 

innovat ions in health care 

techno logy , as well as learn ing 

spaces that simulate hospi ta l 

env i ronments . 

The new campus is needed . Still, 

it's a sad ending to a fine piece of 

modernist architecture. Even 

dur ing its last days, the br idge- l ike 

541,000-square-foot complex 

looked ready for adaptive reuse, 

with its wel l-maintained class

rooms, lecture halls, a gym, a 

swimming pool , a cafeteria and a 

theater. But the city's Public 

Building Commission says the 

campus has asbestos issues that 

will take millions to remediate. 

A l o n g wi th the architecture, a 

site represent ing a moment in 

Ch icago history will also be lost. 

Malco lm X was the first campus 

bui l t by the then-new junior 

co l lege system. Communi ty 

leaders and the college's black 

president. Dr. Charles Hurst, 

envis ioned Malcolm X as an 

exceedingly Afrocentr ic institu

t ion. It hosted Black Panther 

commun i ty meet ings and other 

events. The bui ld ing was also a 

showplace for black art and 

indoor murals showing Afr ican 

f igures and civil r ights leaders. 

O n e mural dep ic ts the Amis tad 

slave ship rebe l l ion. 

A b o u t 4,000 peop le a t tended 

the school's May 1971 dedicat ion. 

Harry Belafonte led the black 

national an them, Lift Every Voice 

and Sing, as the red , black and 

green Pan-African flag was 

hoisted. The col lege was the first 

Amer ican publ ic school t o f ly the 

tr i -color f lag. The crowd gave the 

black power salute when the flag 

reached the t op of the pole. 

Ma lco lm X's w idow , Bet ty 

Shabazz t o l d the c r o w d : "You 

have created someth ing t he 

w h o l e w o r l d is th ink ing abou t . " 

But no longer. The school will be 

razed for a Ch icago Blackhawks 

pract ice facil ity and c o m m u n i t y 

center. The team's home ice , t h e 

Uni ted Center — a venue t h a t 

he lped spark the rebi r th o f the 

Near West Side — is only t h r e e 

blocks nor th . CA 
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Core Values: 
Diversity in the profession on the rise, aided by new initiatives 
BY ABBY C A L L A R D 

G e n d e r Ba lance for IDP Improving 
N e a r l y 4 0 p e r c e n t o f IDP c o m p l e t i o n s w e r e b y w o m e n in 2014 . W o m e n m a d e u p 3 8 p e r c e n t of t h o s e 

w h o c o m p l e t e d t h e IDP in 2 0 1 4 . Th i s w a s a n increase f r o m t h e 35 p e r c e n t o f IDP c o m p l e t i o n s a c h i e v e d 

b y w o m e n m 2013 . T h e 15 -yea r t r e n d i n d i c a t e s s teady , pos i t i ve g r o w t h in t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f asp i r i ng 

w o m e n a r c h i t e c t s . In 2 0 0 0 , less t h a n 25 p e r c e n t of IDP c o m p l e t i o n s w e r e a c h i e v e d b y w o m e n . 
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Women make up nearly half of architecture school graduates. In 2014. 38 percent of aspiring architects who 

completed NCARB s Intern Development Program (IDP) were female, according to the 2015 NCARB by the 

Numbers report — up from 25 percent in 2000. 

These f igures sugges t archi tec

ture — cer ta in ly n o t k n o w n as a 

d iverse pro fess ion — is d o i n g a 

b e t t e r j o b o f a t t r a c t i n g a n d 

re ta in ing f e m a l e a rch i tec ts . 

Similar increases have b e e n seen 

a m o n g asp i r ing arch i tec ts of 

color. In 2007, on ly 22 pe rcen t of 

N C A R B r e c o r d h o l d e r s — wh i ch 

you n e e d t o s tar t an IDP — were 

by p e o p l e o f co lon That j u m p e d 

t o 41 pe rcen t in 2014. 

Bu t l ook d o w n t h e career 

pa th a f e w years. O n l y 17 

p e r c e n t of A I A m e m b e r s are 

f e m a l e — a d r o p o f f of mo re 

t h a n 2 0 p e r c e n t a g e p o i n t s f r o m 

those w h o h a d c o m p l e t e d the 

IDP. A n d on ly 10 p e r c e n t of A IA 

m e m b e r s are a rch i tec ts of co lor 

— a d r o p o f f o f m o r e t h a n 30 

p e r c e n t a g e po in t s . 

B e t w e e n c o m p l e t i n g the IDP 

a n d b e c o m i n g a f u l l - f l e d g e d 

m e m b e r of A I A , a s p i r i n g 

a rch i tec ts n e e d t o nav iga te 

the i r way t h r o u g h severa l 

" p i n c h p o i n t s " i d e n t i f i e d b y t h e 

Equ i ty by Des ign p r o j e c t in its 

2014 research s t u d y " T h e 

Miss ing 3 2 % Pro jec t . " 

" T h e 2014 Equ i ty in A rch i t ec 

t u re survey s o u g h t t o under 

s tand the key fac to rs of j o b 

sat is fact ion tha t w e r e i n f l uenced 

by l i ke l ihood of b e c o m i n g a 

pr inc ipa l , a t ransparen t pa th t o 

p r o m o t i o n a n d day - t o -day work 

that is mean ing fu l t o long- te rm 

goa ls , " said Rosa Sheng , AIA, 

senior associate at Bohl in 

Cywinski Jackson and chair of 

Equity by Des ign . 

The first p i n c h p o i n t occurs 

af ter an asp i r i ng a rch i tec t 

leaves schoo l a n d is h i r ed by a 

f i rm . A t th is p o i n t , a salary gap 

is a l ready p r e s e n t . A m o n g new 
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hires w i t h less than o n e year o f 

e x p e r i e n c e , men m a d e , o n 

ave rage , $6 ,000 m o r e t h a n 

the i r f e m a l e c o u n t e r p a r t s . 

The second p inch po in t , 

d u b b e d "pay ing your d u e s " by 

Equ i ty by Des ign, occu rs in t he 

first few years of a career. 

A c c o r d i n g t o Equi ty by Des ign , 

m o r e than half of all a rch i tec ts 

leave t h e f ie ld be fo re o b t a i n i n g 

f ive years of exper ience . 

T h o u g h the re is some g o o d 

news here, as w o m e n s tar t the 

pa th t o l icensure ear l ier than 

m e n — at 24.8, more than a 

year ear l ier than m e n . 

The th i rd p inch p o i n t , 

l icensure, presents cha l lenges 

fo r b o t h ma le , female a n d 

m ino r i t y arch i tec ts : pass ing t he 

A rch i t ec t Regist rat ion Examina

t i on (ARE). M o r e w o m e n are 

hav ing success c o m p l e t i n g th is 

series o f exams: w o m e n 

a c c o u n t e d for 35 p e r c e n t of 

cand ida tes w h o c o m p l e t e d t h e 

ARE in 2014, c o m p a r e d t o half 

of t ha t in 2000 . NCARB d i d n o t 

p r o v i d e ARE c o m p l e t i o n f igures 

for asp i r ing arch i tects of color . 

The last t w o pinch po in ts are 

care g iv ing and the glass ce i l ing, 

wh ich occur at d i f ferent po in ts in 

every archi tect 's career, bu t deal 

w i th a lack of work / l i fe ba lance 

and the inabil i ty to crack into t o p 

leadership roles. " O n e of the key 

reasons w o m e n and 

p e o p l e of co lor 

leave archi tecture 

f i rms is because 

they can' t see 

themselves 

Racial Diversi ty G r o w s A m o n g Record Ho lders 
For t h e f o u r t h - s t r a i g h t year, N C A R B r e c o r d h o l d e r s b e c a m e m o r e racia l ly d i v e r s e . A p p l i c a n t s w h o 

i d e n t i f i e d t h e m s e l v e s as n o n - w h i t e r e p r e s e n t e d 33 p e r c e n t o f n e w N C A R B r e c o r d h o l d e r s in 2 0 1 4 . Th i s 
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ob ta in ing a leadership role," 

Sheng said. A n d peop le o f ten 

can' t p ic ture themselves in a 

leadership role if they don ' t see 

p e o p l e like t hem in leadership 

roles. The 2014 Equity by Design 

survey found that among 

archi tects wi th more than 40 

years o f exper ience, men were 

20 percent more likely than w o m 

en t o be pr incipals or partners. 

In 2014, w o m e n 

represented just 17 

percent of 

NCARB 

cert i f icate 

holders and 

15 percen t o f 

IDP superv i 

sors, t hough 

the "NCARB 

By t he 

N u m b e r s " 

r e p o r t theor iz 

es tha t those 

numbers will increase 

as the n u m b e r of w o m e n o n the 

pa th t o l icensure is increas ing. 

The re are t w o t h e o r i e s a b o u t 

t h e m o v e m e n t t o w a r d a m o r e 

e q u i t a b l e p r ac t i c e , she says. 

O n e s u g g e s t s tha t t he t r e n d 

wi l l c o n t i n u e o rgan ica l l y , a n d 

even tua l l y w o m e n wi l l make u p 

50 p e r c e n t of l i censed a rch i 

t e c t s . " I f y o u let t ha t h a p p e n , 

it w o u l d take a b o u t 100 years 

t o g e t t o 5 0 / 5 0 , " S h e n g says, 

" W e d o n ' t wan t t o wa i t 100 

years . " T h e o ther , w h i c h is t h e 

o n e S h e n g a n d Equ i t y b y 

D e s i g n p r o m o t e , is t ha t a 

m o v e m e n t n e e d s t o h a p p e n t o 

i m p r o v e t h e t r a j e c t o r y . 

The second t heo ry seems to 

be ga in ing some t rac t i on . In May 

2015, A IA passed "Reso lu t ion 

15-1 : Equ i ty in A rch i tec tu re , " 

wh ich was c o - a u t h o r e d by 

Sheng. The f irst s tep of that 

reso lu t ion was to create a 

Commiss i on o n Equi ty in 

A rch i tec tu re , wh ich t he A I A d i d 

in D e c e m b e r 2015. 

Equ i ty by Des ign is e m b a r k i n g 

o n a new s tudy th is s p r i n g , w i t h 

results t o b e re leased in t h e fal l 

at the f o u r t h Equ i ty by D e s i g n 

Sympos ium and a ful l r e p o r t t o 

fo l l ow in 2017. This p h a s e o f t h e 

p ro jec t a ims t o b u i l d a n a t i o n a l 

da tase t tha t inc ludes a r c h i t e c t s ' 

cu r ren t pos i t ions , salar ies a n d 

career paths. 

So what can f i rms d o t o a t t r a c t , 

retain and s u p p o r t w o m e n a n d 

p e o p l e of color? " I t really s ta r t s 

w i t h tak ing a hard look at t h e 

f i rm's values," Sheng sa id . 

"If f i rms really wan t t o c h a n g e 

and s u p p o r t w o m e n and p e o p l e 

of co lor on a l ong - te rm bas is a n d 

have t h e m stay, they real ly n e e d 

to evaluate their f i rm's c o r e va lues 

and have a vision a b o u t w h y it 's 

impo r t an t t o have e q u i t y , 

d i v e r s i t y a n d i nc lus ion as p a r t 

of t h e D N A of f i rm c u l t u r e . " CA 
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PRESERVE THAT HASHTAG: 

MEDIA AND THE PRESERVATION 
BY ZACH MORTICE 

AS THE BRANCHES 

OF ARCHITECTURE S 

EVOLUTIONARY TREE 

MUTATE FASTER 

AND FASTER. 

PRESERVATIONISTS 

NOTICE: WHAT GETS 

BUILT TODAY DOESNT 

LOOK LIKE WHAT GOT 

BUILT 10. OR EVEN 

FIVE YEARS AGO. 
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OF POSTMODERN ARCHITECTURE 

J ust two years af ter Ber t rand Goldberg's 

1975 Prentice Women's Hospi ta l 

completed its dance w i t h a w r eck ing 

ba l l , his Mar ina City Towers are c ru i s ing 

toward landmark status. Preservation 

cries have arisen around Edo Belli's 1975 expansion 

to Cueno Hospi ta l . Meanwhile, Stanley Tigerman's , 

FAIA, Pensacola Place is ge t t i ng a c r i sp renova t ion 

f r o m Br in ins too l + Lynch before its 35 th b i r thday , 

and Gov. Bruce Rauner wants to tear d o w n one of 

Chicago's only Postmodern icons, the Thompson 

Center, before it tu rns 32. 

W h y is this city commi t t i ng itself to saving Late 

Modern and Postmodern architecture of the very 

recent past, much of it l i t t le- loved by the public? 

The reasons have to do w i t h the media env i ronment 

tha t surrounds architecture as w i th archi tecture itself. 

Today, there are hundreds of websites and 

publications that cater to al l niches. One hundred 

years ago, the entire American design media was a 

h a n d f u l of trade publications. Now, architects can f i n d 

projects i n their Twit ter and Instagram feeds f r o m 

Utah to Uganda w i t h a finger swipe. Vast hordes of 

data f l i t i n and out of Dropbox files. Distance is 

obli terated. In the previous century, to a t tend a large 

architecture convention and meet practi t ioners f r o m 

elsewhere, you boarded a steam engine tha t ra t t led on 

to its dest inat ion for days. Architects sor t ing t h rough 

th is new ocean of media f o r m spontaneous 

communit ies around issues, projects and ideologies. 

A n d architecture's evolut ion speeds up. Its event 

hor izon increases. Architects might have practiced 

Neo-Gothic f o r centuries, but In te rna t iona l Style 

M o d e r n i s m had only 40 years i n the sun. 

Pos tmodernism was on stage f o r 20 years, maybe. 

A n d whatever we're i n now? New "isms" d rop ou t o f 

the machine before anyone has a name f o r t h e m : 

Decons t ruc t iv i sm, Parametr ic ism, "Social A c t i v i s m ? " 

As the branches o f f architecture 's evo lu t iona ry t ree 

muta te faster and faster, preservat ionis ts not ice : 

W h a t gets b u i l t today doesn't look l ike wha t got b u i l t 

10, o r even five years ago. So the ca l l goes out : Save 

some of th i s s t u f f (even the gar ish robin's-egg blue 

and sa lmon hues of the Thompson Center) before 

T w i t t e r belches out another hashtag tha t becomes a 

graduate s tudio everyone has to take, and the w h o l e 

t h i n g changes again. 

The most t renchant analysis of how the media 

c l imate has accelerated architecture comes f r o m Marc 

Kushner, A I A , founder of Arch i t i ze r and par tner at 

1 

D E S I G N W I T H C O M P A N Y , " P O R C H PARADE" 
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PtNSACOLA PLACE R E N D E R I N G S , COURTESY O F B R I N I N S T O O L t L Y N C H 

H W K N . In a 2015 TED Talk, he explains how the 

interactive social media c l imate al lows archi tec ts t o 

react to feedback at a much more rapid rate. Ins tead of 

having to spend years designing and b u i l d i n g a 

bu i ld ing , and then wa i t ing fo r public o p i n i o n t o 

coalesce, architects now have a mu l t i t ude of o n l i n e 

p la t fo rms to share their plans i n real t ime , h e l p i n g 

designers to oscillate quickly between popu l i s t ( o f t e n 

historic) symbols and innovat ive de s ign -communi ty 

sensibilities. "We're simultaneously t r y i n g to preserve 

the past, and we're also re-engaging w i t h the 

experiments of the past to make t hem more 

contemporary," he said. " I t h i n k that can on ly happen 

when you've got a lot of shit going on." 

I n Chicago, there's a group o f y o u n g a rch i t ec t s 

adept at r a id ing architecture 's recent past. C e n t e r e d 

a round the Univers i ty of I l l ino is -Chicago and g i v e n 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l v i s i b i l i t y w i t h the Chicago A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Biennia l , th i s group draws f r o m popular c u l t u r e , 

design histories and vernacular t r ad i t i ons t o p r a c t i c e 

a sort o f meme-i- tecture: inside jokes, m u t a t i n g r i f f s 

and narra t ive quips that are rest i tched and 

aggregated w i t h the exuberance and breeze o f a 

Twi t t e r conversat ion. 
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D E S I G N WITH C O M P A N Y , "LATE ENTRIES T O THE 

C H I C A G O PUBLIC LIBRARY C O M P E T I T I O N -

"SAMPLING A N D 

CURATING IS THE 

FORMAT THAT 

CONNECTS WITH 

AUDIENCES." 

STEWART HICKS 

• 9 
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N O R M A N KELLEY, " C H I C A G O , H O W D O YOU SEE? 

As Design W i t h Company, Stewart Hicks and Al l i son 

Newmeyer's biennial exhibit "Late Entries to the 

Chicago Public Library Competit ion" is a Russian 

nest ing dol l o f inside jokes and r i f f s on Chicago's 

architectural past. It's based on a 1980 Stanley 

Tigerman exhibit that was itself a r i f f on the 1922 

Chicago Tribune Tower competit ion. Design w i t h 

Company's entry aggregates Chicago archi tectural 

tropes into a p l ay fu l Frankenstein's monster of a 

l ibrary, just as Tigerman collected late entries to the 

Tribune Tower competi t ion. Their model h igh l igh t s 

Chicago's tendency to delve into the past when it's on 

the cusp of great things, and expertly translates the 

In terne t culture of aggregation and curated synthesis 

in to architectural terms. "Sampling and cura t ing is the 

f o r m a t that connects w i t h audiences," Hicks said. 

Based in Chicago and New York, N o r m a n Kelley's 

"Chicago, how do you see?" offered one of the 

biennial 's most populist entries. It was a series of 

whi te v i n y l stickers applied to the east windows of the 

Chicago Cul tura l Center, each one i l l u s t r a t ing a 

d i f f e ren t window type or treatment: Chicago School 

windows, Metabolist portholes and pleated curtains . 

These designers were born too late t o bear any scars 

f r o m Postmodernism's insurgency (Kelley is 31.). "We 

love aspects of everything," he said. "It's so much 

easier w i t h music to say, ' I l isten to everything, ' t han it 

is to say that about architecture." 

One unique facet of Chicago Postmodernism, said 

David Br in ins tool , A I A , of Brininstool + Lynch, is that 

it's an ou tg rowth of Modernism, not an a t t empt to tear 

it down. Pensacola Place is more like an "evolution of 

Modern i sm as opposed to a radical challenge of i t , " he 

said. " I f you look at Pensacola as a p lanning exercise, 

it's very Miesian." Beneath its pilaster capi tal 

headdress, the Miesian g r i d is easy to spot at 

Pensacola, and at the Thompson Center, where it 's 

bal looned up to encompass a sci-f i fantasia 

masquerading as a state capi ta l a t r i u m dome. 

Br in ins too l ' s r enova t ion of the 18-story tov»;er w i l l 

add more amenit ies (cabanas, fire pi ts and a new g y m , 

according to Grain's Business) to its public areas. B u t 

overal l , B r i n i n s t o o l said passersby won ' t i m m e d i a t e l y 

notice tha t change has occurred. Its s ignature 

elements w i l l remain : the tiers of c i rcular balconies 

f o r m i n g pilasters, the row-house out l ines at t he 

bui ld ing ' s base, the s id ing fit f o r a L e v i t t o w n r a n c h 

house. There's l i t t l e agreement tha t these a l lus ions are 

t a s t e fu l archi tecture , bu t t h e y ' l l be g iven re f reshed 

prominence w i t h the renova t ion . 

It 's t oo early i n the Pos tmodern i sm and Late 

M o d e r n i s m preservat ion cycle to predict what t h e 

city's overa l l a t t i t ude to i t w i l l be, but t w o reac t ions t o 

the preponderance of Mies ian M o d e r n i s m seem 

possible. First , t ha t i n Mies ' t o w n . P o s t m o d e r n i s m w i l l 

most ly r e m a i n rare, l i t t l e unders tood and o r p h a n e d . 

Or th i s scarci ty m i g h t breed a desire to preserve w h a t 

l i t t l e exists. Kelley said tha t Chicago's re la t ively s h o r t 

(but e m i n e n t ) a rch i t ec tu ra l h i s t o r y has always m a d e i t 

"look over i ts shoulder f o r a f f i r m a t i o n , " even w h e n i t 

doesn't have very fa r to look. CA 
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THE POLITICS OF AWARDS: 
2016 PRITZKER ARCHJIECTURE PRIZE CONTINUES CONVERSATIONS ABOU 

BY D A W N REISS 
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EXISM AND SOCIAt VALUE 

M artha Thorne, executive director of 

the Pritzker Architecture Prize 

vividly remembers the phone call 

she made to Alejandro Aravena 

tel l ing him the eight-person ju ry 

had selected h im as the 2016 prizewinner. 

"He literally could not speak," TTiorne said. "The first 

th ing he said to me was 'Martha, don't joke about these 

things.' I said 'But I'm not.'" 

Thorne says the Chilean architect, who is the direc

tor of the 2016 Venice Architecture Biennale, was 

genuinely shocked and emotional. "He never expected i t , " 

Thorne said. " In part because he is that type of person, 

incredibly generous. The jury is committed to the prize 

and the best. They are committed to the mission o f the 

prize before any other. There's no benefit for the j u ry in 

engaging in politics." 

But as anyone knows, anytime there's a group of 

people, there are politics. Since the inception of the 

Pritzker Architecture Prize by Jay and Cindy Pritzker, 

which was first given to Phillip Johnson i n 1979, the 

inf luent ia l prize has been synonymous as the "Nobel Prize 

for architects." There's no doubt that the winners are some 

of most inf luent ia l architects f r o m I . M . Pei, FAIA, and 

Renzo Piano, Hon. FAIA, to Wang Shu and Frei Ot to . The 

prize, as Thorne said, honors a "body of bui l t work that 

embodies the art of architecture and provides consistent 

contr ibution to humanity." 

It also has become known as a cornerstone for the 

political debate of how female architects are treated w i t h i n 

the industry, given the prize's 37-year history and inclusion 

of only two females, Zaha Hadid, Hon. FAIA, in 2004 and 

the husband-and-wife team of Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue 

Nishizawa in 2010. As Denise Scott Brown, Hon. FAIA, is 

quick to point out, her 2013 request — and denial by the 

Pritzker Architecture Prize's jury for an inclusion ceremony 

to be honored for the breadth of work she has accomplished 

at the architectural firm she runs wi th her husband Robert 

A L E J A N D R O A R A V E N A , P H O T O BY C R I S T O B A L P A L M A 
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SA/SATLEASTBO 

PERCENT OFTHE 
^^^^^^^'i^:':^^ ARCHITECTURAL 

STUDENTS HE 

TEACHES ARE 

WOMEN. HE SAYS 
"Bob" Venturi.FAIA. who won the prize i n 1991 —speaks HE DOESN'T SEE 

volumes. Although Thome said the lack of female winners THEM IN THE 

is "an extremely valid point," she said in the case of Scott OFFICES OR BEING 

Brown, "the jury decided it couldn't eo back and overturn a . ...̂ .̂  
A • • u u • ^ V A ^ WRITTEN OR 
decision by another jury ot mdividuals. 

It's a decision many st i l l question. The peti t ion started TALKED ABOUT. 

in 2013 by Harvard architecture students now has more 

than 20,000 signatures, and sti l l circulates on change.org 

requesting the jury to recognize Scott Brown's contribu 

tions to her husband's prize. " I didn't say re-write 

history," Brown said. " I said comment on history that 

went bad by having an inclusion ceremony." 

Tborne said even with the selection of Hadid, there was 

a lot of criticism saying she hadn't built enough. "Or that 

she only got it because she's a woman," Thorne said. "So 

you see it's a situation where you're damned i f you do and 

damned if you don't." 

It has prompted an industry-wide discussion about 

what should and needs to be done to grow, promote and 

recognize the accomplishments of female architects 

w i th in the industry — and the role of the Pritzker Prize 

wi th in that realm. It's a situation that Frank Gehry, FAIA, 

who served on the jury f rom 1993-95 and 2003-06, after 

winn ing the prize in 1989, calls a "complicated issue." 

"But I don't th ink we can sweep it under the table," he 

said, "We've got to get on it. We've got to do i t . We've all 

got to get our shit together. Let's get on w i t h i t . It's time." 

Although Gehry says at least 50 percent of the 

architectural students he teaches are women, he says he 

doesn't see them in the offices or being wri t ten or talked 

about. "They get lost in the system," Gehry said, adding 

that everyone in the profession needs to help equalize the 

sexes so important talent is not being drained f r o m the 

industry. "In our office, we are t ry ing to do things, but it's 

got to come more naturally. We t ry to let them grow like 

we do wi th the guys on an equal basis." 

The prize's wide reach can open doors. Even though 

Gehry said he was "too far gone" when he received the 

prize, he admits that people st i l l make decisions based on 

whether someone is a Pritzker Prize award winner or not. 

With the selection of Aravena this year, a former jury 

member and his focus on affordable housing, many are 

saying there is a sh i f t toward "actionable idealism." By 

expanding the role of what t radi t ional architects have 

done by reinterpreting the laws of economics, housing 

policy and working in participatory way, Aravena created 

a new approach to public housing. 

"By using tools architects of ten don't embrace to 

re-define the role of the architect is what Alejandro has 

done," Thorne said. "That's that value-add the j u ry has 

seen, and that's where I th ink the trend is going. Great 

architecture that enriches the spiri t , contributes to our 

environment, doing something more clearly in that social 

or humanitarian realm." 

Catherine Baker, AIA, principal at Chicago-based 

Landon Bone Baker Architects, said there's a movement 

now when it comes to economic equality that the design 

of cities and their environment affects the health of i ts 

citizens w i t h the focus on climate change and Co^ 

emissions. "Back in the 1960s w i t h modern high rises, i t 

felt like architecture fai led, because there was a 

reluctance to believe that architecture affects society," 

Baker said. "It doesn't work in isolat ion. As architects, 

we can't live i n every communi ty you design, so you have 

to hear what the public and communi ty is saying and not 

put your assumptions on them to figure out how you 

design for them." 

Over the years, the focus of the prize has shif ted to 

reflect this. The prize has always been about the "art o f 

architecture," and the industry has focused on the greater 

humanitarian and social needs, Gehry said. 
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• HAVING THE 

DIFFERENT 

DISCIPLINES ON 

T H E JURY REALLY 

WORKS BECAUSE 

THEY ARE ABLE 

TO P U L L YOU U P 

A N D SAY OH COME 

ON. JUST LOOK 

AT THIS WITHOUT 

YOUR EGO IN IT " 

- FRANK GEHRY 
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Even though the early winners f r o m Phill ip Johnson to 

Kenzo Tange "were clearly important architects," Thorne 

said, they were important because of the recognizable 

buildings they bui l t . "When I th ink of the early winners, I 

th ink of them wi th a bui ld ing or several buildings that 

have become icons in a way in society," she explained. " I 

t h ink i f we t h ink about the evolution of the prize, the 

message of the jury has become broader and deeper over 

the years. The architecture must be of high quali ty and it 

must embody all of those criteria that the j u ry feels makes 

for a good building, a public space, but i t also has to have 

something more. And that something more takes 

different formats." 

To Gehry's point: " I f you only give the prize for social 

and humanitarian needs, there are 500 architects out 

there who could get that prize. Every architect I know of is 

involved w i t h social and humanitarian needs. It's never 

been otherwise." 

It is the people selected for the jury who create these 

shifts, Gehry said. "When you're on a jury and you're the 

architect who does things your way, it's hard to look at 

somebody else's work who is a competitor and be objective 

sometimes," he admitted. "That's why having the d i f ferent 

disciplines on the jury really works because they are able 

to pull you up and say 'Oh come on, just look at this without 

your ego in it.'" 

Stil l , when it comes to winners like Aravena, the t h i r d 

former ju ry member to w i n i n the prize's history, Gehry 

said that " fami l ia r i ty breeds contempt" not favor i t i sm. 

If that was the case, Scott Brown said maybe things 

would have turned out di f ferent ly for her and the Pritzker 

Prize. Although she doesn't know Aravena personally, she 

said, "What I'm tel l ing you is that he's coming very, very 

late to things I've been dealing w i t h and w r i t i n g about and 

practicing since the early '60s. It's a way of correcting 

themselves and a lot of it is to avoid me." 

Although, Scott Brown wants to be judged by her body 

of work, not by awards, she said receiving letters f r o m the 

peti t ion and the 2016 AIA Gold Medal w i th Venturi has 

brought some closure. She suggested the Pritzker Prize 

Foundation needs to rethink its ju ry to include a strong 

balance of women-to-men ratio and a "rethinking of 

policy" for a prize she said that has been devalued. 

"People who run it are giving the wrong direction, and 

I feel the Pritzkers themselves should take it over because 

they made the good decisions in the first place," Scott 

Brown said. "And the good decisions were based on good 

architects and admiration for Lewis Mumford ; they 

should go read Mumford . That w i l l help them restructure 

it and redirect i t and t ry the right jury." CA 
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SPEC SHEET 

WITH EVERY FIBER OF OUR BEING 
BY MICHAEL A MAHONEY, P.ENG., EUCLID CHEMICAL 

Whi le the use of reinforcing f ibers 

in concrete may not have the same 

curb appeal as glass skyscrapers or 

mult i- level highway interchanges, 

their use and acceptance in the 

concrete industry is becoming 

more common wi th universities, 

engineers, architects and concrete 

contractors all becoming familiar 

wi th their benef i ts and advantages 

in everyday business use. 

Fiber reinforcement is not a new 

concept, with actual projects dat ing 

back nearly 2,000 years. However, 

over the past decade, there has 

been a t remendous rise in the 

acceptance and construct ion of 

forced applications. Macro-synthet

ic fibers can also provide a safer 

and more sustainable construction 

practice by reducing the overall 

carbon footpr int of construct ion, 

reducing the construction t ime 

on-site and increasing the quality of 

the concrete by providing 

addit ional benefits such as 

improved resistance to deteriora

tion from weathering. 

Sound wal ls, s t a m p e d and 

p a t t e r n e d concre te , po l i shed 

f loors, scu lp tures, res ident ia l 

f ounda t i ons , warehouses and 

pavemen ts are all now incorpo

ra t ing the use of f iber re in force-

commercial concrete projects using 

fiber. In particular, the use of 

macro-synthetic fibers has become 

very popular due to more engineer

ing approvals, ease of construct ion, 

improved durabi l i ty and lowered 

cost. These large coarse f ibers are 

able to be introduced to the 

concrete fabrication process and 

can provide the equivalent amount 

of steel reinforcement for many 

pavement, architectural, precast 

concrete and other lightly rein-

men t w i th var ious f iber types, 

dosage rates and eng ineered 

ca lcu la t ions t o p r o v i d e the 

owner w i th the des i red result 

— a concre te s t ruc tu re that 

" shou ld b e " main tenance free, 

p rov i de long - las t i ng value and 

enab le a sense of p r ide upon 

cons t ruc t i on c o m p l e t i o n . 

As par t of the ongo ing R&D on 

the use of f iber reinforcement and 

to assist in p romot iona l ef forts of 

its p roduc ts and services, The 

Euclid Chemical Company 

recently constructed a park ing lot 

on its Cleveland campus to 

replace a severely de te r io ra ted 

asphalt lot with a f iber-re inforced 

concrete pavement. In combina

t ion with the use of f ibers, various 

chemical admixtures were also 

incorporated into the concrete to 

reduce the open ing of the sawed 

joints, which are a requi red and 

common practice in concrete 

pavement construct ion to prevent 

unwanted cracking. These jo ints 

are typically const ruc ted 

immediately after the concrete 

has hardened but over t ime can 

become damaged th rough use by 

vehicular traff ic and env i ronmen

tal attack. By reduc ing the jo in t 

widths and frequency, and add ing 

fiber reinforcement, the concrete 

pavement should last much longer 

than a typical park ing lot. 

For this project, four di f ferent 

sections of concrete were placed 

under similar pour ing condit ions 

with combinat ions of fibers, 

shrinkage reducing and shrinkage 

compensating admixtures and a 

quality concrete mixture design. 

These combinat ions of products 

were all in tended to affect the 

normal shrinkage characteristics of 

concrete and improve them. A 

significant number of engineer ing 

tests were also per fo rmed wi th this 

project including flexural tough

ness, which measures the 

performance of the fiber reinforce

ment in resisting cracking. 

Compressive strengths and 

concrete beams to measure 

shrinkage characteristics will be 

measured over the course of 12 

months to establish and predict 

long-term performance. 

This concrete pavement was 

turned over to use in November 

2015 and has not exhibi ted any 

cracking or signs of distress even 

after several large loads have 

been app l ied to it. Further, the 

jo int -width measurements that are 

being taken at regular intervals 

have shown no signs of opening. 

This data will all be compi led and 

presented to the engineering 

communi ty to provide a "real 

wo r ld " example of quality 

concrete construct ion. A t ime-

lapse v ideo of the entire project 

was p roduced along with photos 

document ing each step of the 

construct ion process. CA 

/ / / / / / / / / / / 

For additional information, contact 

Mike Mahoney at mmahoney© 

euclidchemical.com or 216.225.6260. 
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Have a specific design that really needs the utmost care 
and attention to detail? Have a specific client that requires 
a fiawless installation? 

Call Mike Guinta at Spec' Built Inc (312) 623-5533 
• On time, per specifications and per budget fabricating 

• Professional courtesey for architecs' own projects 

S P E C B u i i : r I N C 
9 H —AnhitcctumlWoodivorking— 

(312) 623-5533 
11912 Southwest Highway. Palos Park, iHinois 60464 

www.spetbuihinc.coni | mjgbnild^/^yahoo.coin 
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Quick proposals | Shop drawings | Samples | 3D printing of your designs 

A I A 
C H I C A G O 

< 
Innovative 

Chicago Architect is published six times a year by Innovative Publishing. 

Photocopy permissions where necessary, permission is granted by copyright 
holder for those registered with Copyright Clearance Center (CCC), 222 Rosewood 
Drive, Danvers, MA 01923. www copyright com to photocopy any article herein for 
personal or internal reference use only for the flat fee of i2C0 per copy for each 

:le. Send payment to CCC. Copyright 2016 AIA Chicago. 

The information contained within has been obtained by AIA Chicago and Innovative 
Publishing from sources believed to be reliable However, because of the possibility 
of human or mechanical error, AIA Chicago and Innovative Publishing do not 
guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any information and is not responsible 
for any errors or omissions or for the results obtained from use of such information. 
The editor reserves the right to censor, revise, edit, reject or cancel any material 
not meeting the standards of Chicago Architect. The information and opinions 
published in Chicago Architect represent the views of the authors and not those 
of the publication or AIA Chicago, unless otherwise stated The acceptance of 
advertising does not reflect endorsement of products or services by this publication. 
AIA Chicago or Innovative Publishing 

LETTERS TO THE EOnOR: Chicago Architect gladly accepts all 
signed, dated letters to the editor. We reserve the right to edit 
for style and any potentially libelous content. Letters should be no 
longer than 250 words. Submit letters to CA@aiachicago.org. 

STORY IDEAS AND SUBMISSIONS: Ch/cago Architect welcomes 
your story ideas and your written article submissions, whether about 
your projects or about business trends and issues. Email us at 
CA@aiachicago.org. 

O facebook.com/chicagoaia twitter.com/aiachicago 

O aiachicago.tumblr.com Ovimeo.com/a iachicago 

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS 
Bulley & A n d r e w s 4 
www.bulley.com 

Chicagoland Roofing Counci l IBC 
www .ch ica90roof ing .org 

Cover ings 19 
www.coverings.com 

CPl Dayl ight ing 13 
www.cpidaylighting.com 

Leopardo C o m p a n i e s B C 
www.leopardo.com 

Marvin Windows & Doors 7 
www.marvin.com 

McGrory G l a s s 21 
www.mcgrory.com 

Petersen Aluminum C o r p 8 
www.pac-clad.com 

Schweiss Doors 6 
www.schweissdoors.com 

Schuler Shook 29 
www.schulershook.com 

S p e c Built, Inc 49 
www.specbuilt inc.com 

The Hill G r o u p 3 
www.hillgrp com 

Unilock C h i c a g o I F C 
www,unilock.com 

The World Exposi t ion of C e r a m i c T i l e 22 
www.laceramicaitaliana.it 

M A R C H / / A P R I L / / 2 0 1 < 4 9 



ANSWERS TO ZURICH 

CHANGING THE WAY ARCHITECTURE IS MADE 
Dirk Denison, FAIA, welcomed AIA Chicago's Zurich Esposito to the West Loop offices of Dirk Denison 

Architects, where the pair discussed Denison's role in the connected communities of design, education and 

culture. In addition to his position as f i r m principal, Denison is a professor at IIT's School of Architecture, where 

he has taught for 29 years. He is also director of IIT's Mies Crown Hall Americas Prize (MCHAP). 

Zurich Esposito: As a firm owner 

and leading design educator able 

to impact curriculum, what 

experience, quality or training do 

you hope your own employees are 

equipped with coming out of 

architecture school? 

Dirk Denison: An at t i tude of 

inquisitiveness is essential to future 

success. The students obviously 

br ing their personal DNA with 

them, but exposure to new 

experiences, places, and ways of 

thinking spurs that the most. 

Facilitating that is part of our 

responsibil i ty as educators. 

ZE: You're certainly committed to 

bringing exposure to new, diverse 

work. As director of IIT's bi-annual 

Mies Crown Hall Architecture Prize 

(MCHAP), you've orchestrated the 

creation of a serious, Chica

go-based international design 

award. What are the objectives of 

the award program? 

DD: The MCHAP was created to 

generate more conversation about 

architecture in North and South 

America and its potential to 

improve our wor ld. It's a latent 

discussion. The program defines 

architecture widely to include 

infrastructure and landscape 

urbanism, in addit ion to buildings. 

The second cycle is underway and 

the direct ive is catalytic, seeking to 

identi fy new, completed projects 

that change or influence the way 

architecture is made, not unlike the 

way Mies and Crowfi Hall contribut

ed to a change in the way architec

ture is made. 

There's a main prize program and 

an Emerge prize for an early project 

by an emerging firm. This year, we've 

added a student prize. Two hundred 

schools in North and South America 

were invited to submit their 

strongest graduating student project 

to be juried. The MCHAP Emerge 

event takes place the first week of 

April in Crown Hall. The main 

MCHAP event will be October 19. 

ZE: In addition to that, as 

president of the Art Institute's 

Architecture & Design Society's 

board of directors, you're support

ing the role design is playing in 

one of the world's most important 

museums. How is that going? 

DD; After many years with the 

museum's Society of C o n t e m p o 

rary Art , my involvement in the A & 

D Society is relatively new. I hope 

to help shepherd in a new 

generat ion. The group is entirely 

philanthropic — raising funds to 

support p rogramming, exhibit ions 

and acquisitions. This fall was a 

blockbuster for us wi th the David 

Adjaye show, lectures by Thom 

Mayne and Zaha Hadid and the 

upcoming program with Jacques 

Herzog, in partnership with IIT. It's 

an important momen t for the 

department. Many don ' t realize 

that the Art Institute devotes more 

square footage to architecture and 

design than any other Uni ted 

States museum, w i th more than 

200,000 objects in the col lect ion. 

We should all know more about it 

and be very p roud . 

ZE: How are y o u making your 

own firm's work even more 

widely known? 

DD: We're deve lop ing a book 

focusing on residential projects, 

wr i t ten by architecture writer and 

crit ic Fred Bernstein. I consider 

houses to be the core of my 

practice. A l though we do a variety 

of project types, I approach every 

project f rom a residential 

v iewpoint , addressing how you 

occupy space as a primary driver. 

The goal of the book, 70 Houses 

- 5 Essays, will i l lustrate the 

diverse strategies I've used in 

designing homes for a diverse set 

of clients over the past 25 years. 

ZE: Do you have a role model who 

influenced your work or the way 

you work? 

DD: Myron Goldsmi th , who 

convinced me to come to study as 

an undergraduate at IIT, was 

certainly the b iggest role model 

for me, bo th for his persona — 

with st rong convict ions about the 

architecture that he made — but 

also for his open mind. Myron 

visited me at Harvard when I was 

studying at the GSD, at a t ime 

when Frank Gehry was teaching a 

studio. W e were looking at some 

of the work, which was very unlike 

Myron's own, and he said, "I need 

to look at this closer, because I 

don' t unders tand it f rom a 

distance." He could have just 

dismissed it, like a lot of other 

peop le wou ld d o . The moment 

was very memorab le to me, and it 

made me want to remain open. 

My work is diverse as a result of 

being o p e n . CA 
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Winter "is Thaw 
Means Leaky Roofs 
Did winter take its toll on a client's roof? Are you 
proposing a new roof for a client's building? Partner 
with a Chicogolond Roofing Council (CRC) 
Professional Roofing Contractor for tfie roof-selection 
and installation process. 

Why CRC Contractors? 
Chicogolond Roofing Council Contractors and their 
workforce partner for success, putting their training 
and education to work EVERY DAY to both repair the 
damage caused by Mother Nature's wroth and protect 
the building into the future. 

CRC Contractors employ a Professionally-trained work
force from Roofers Union Local 11. They ore your leading 
option for all new and existing roofs because they ore: 

• Educated for 5 years to stay on the cutting edge 
of service and roofing technology; 

• Safety Educated and Audited through an industry-
leading Safety Program. 

• A regularly Drug-Tested workforce. 

Through partnering closely with their clients, CRC 
Contractors moke sure that EVERY roof they install 
provides optimum value while keeping buildings dry. 

For tfie most energy-efficient, competitively-
priced, and longest-lasting roof possible, 
choose Chicogolond Roofing Council Contractors -
One Coll, Single Source Responsibility. 

Call 708.449.5266 or visit www.chicagoroofing.org to find the leading 
Roofing Professionals in your area. 

Chlcagolanil 
Roofing Council ^ ^ ^ ^ 

vynvw.chicagoroof ing .org 
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^ Leopardo 
People ore drown to Leopordo by our distinctiveness — 
both who we ore ond whot we do. 
People see joining our teom as their dreom job: 
o ploce to ochieve their persona/ ond profess zona/ gools. 
Industry partners prefer to work with us because 
we truly value collaboration and team work. 
Clients seek us out as their trusted partner, saying we deliver 
fewer problems, greater value and better decision making. 
Leopardo. Passionately pursuing construction excellence. 


