
T r i p l e T h r e a t 
R I e r g e s a t r i o o f f i r m s 

LOt/; 

Brad Lynch, Tom Kerwin and David Brininstool 

• A L S O I N S I D E : U ^ ^ U ^ r i ^ O E S 9 I T R E A T M E W R I G H T 2 6 I F U L L N E L S O N 4 8 



AUTODESK BIM SOLUTIONS 

IT ALL STARTS HERE 

W i t h the r i gh t sys tems—and t e c h n o l o g y p a r t n e r — e v e r y t h i n g is possib le. 
Autodesk " Revit" Architecture, Au toCAD " Architecture and Autodesk" Navisworks— 
the right process solution can be the engine that empowers your architectural 
innovat ion. Want to pump up your productivi ty, enhance your sustainability 
strategies, and ult imately, bet ter your bo t t om line? Let us show you how. 

M A S T E R < 3 R A P H 1 C S 
(800) 873 .7238 / m a s t e r g r a p h i c s . c o m / B I M Making Design Data Work 
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INTEGRATED PROJECT DELIVERY 

using advanced BIM technology 

T i g h t c o l l a b o r a t i o n a n d h i g h l y q u a l i f i e d t e a m 
m e m b e r s ... t ha t ' s w h a t i t takes t o f o r m a n IPD 
p r o j e c t " D r e a m T e a m . " W e k n o w f r o m e x p e r i e n c e 
t h a t I n t e g r a t e d P ro jec t D e l i v e r y saves t i m e , 
m i n i m i z e s w a s t e a n d o p t i m i z e s e f f i c i ency d u r i n g a l l 
phases o f des ign , f a b r i c a t i o n a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n — 
f r o m ear ly des ign t h r o u g h p ro j ec t h a n d o v e r . The 
t echn i ca l c o m p e t e n c e o f o u r 30+ g r a d u a t e e n g i n e e r s 
a n d o u r c o m m i t m e n t t o c o o r d i n a t e d p rac t i ces h a v e 
e a r n e d us a reco rd as Chicago 's B I M - c a p a b l e l e a d e r 
in i n i t i a l p r e - p l a n n i n g a n d des ign , p r e f a b r i c a t i o n , 
p u r c h a s i n g / i n v e n t o r y c o n t r o l , c o n s t r u c t i o n m a n a g e 
m e n t , c o m m i s s i o n i n g a n d b u i l d i n g o p e r a t i o n s . 

T h r o u g h i n n o v a t i o n a n d f l e x i b i l i t y w e ' v e b e c o m e 
I l l ino is ' la rges t t r a d e con t rac to r . O w n e r s , a r ch i t ec t s 
a n d g e n e r a l con t rac to r s are n o w d i s c o v e r i n g f i r s t 
h a n d w h a t makes us u n i q u e l y q u a l i f i e d f o r t o d a y ' s 
mos t successful IPD teams. 

Fully integrated with state-of-the-art BIM technology, this 
138,000 square foot office/shops facility in Franklin Park 
headquarters Hill Mechanical's team of graduate engineers, 
pipe fitters, plumbers, sheet metal workers, service techni
cians, commissioning professionals and stationary engineers. 

Transportation Bob Krier, President 
847.451.5000 www.h i l lmech.com 



C M H C - S C H L 
N T E R N A T I O N A L connectmg the world to housing so/utions 

Sustainable Building Technologie 
Continuing Education (CE) Seminar 

Earn 6 AIA Learning Units 

Da te : 
Thursday, May 13. 2010 
8:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Venue : 
Crowne Plaza - Chicago Metro 
733 West Madison Chicago. IL 60661 

Seminar Fee: 
Free - Complimentary breakfast and lunch provided. 
Seating is limited. Please register early to ensure a spot! 

T o Register: 
E-mail your name, company name and phone 
number to Priscilla Prias-Molina at pprias@cmhc.ca 

Program at-a-glance 

Defining Differences: The Modern Spa Bath 
Oceonio Baths - HSW 

Customized Designs with Mass Customized Cabinetry 
Aya Kitchens <& Baths • HSW 

Wal l Surfacing 
Summun Wood Work - HSW 

Recognizing 'Green* in Windows 
Go/den W/ndows - HSW/SD 

Ventilated Rainscreen for Improved Moisture Management 
Co$e//o Dorken - HSW 

Engineered Wood. Sustainability and Green Building 
Practices 
Nordic Engineered Wood - HSW/SD 
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You and your clients can 
see, touch and operate 

over 70 interactive 
Window, Patio and Entry Door 
displays in our state-of-the-art 

7,000-sq.-ft. showroom. 

We'll make your order process 
easy, give us a call today for 

a no-hassle quote. 

Chicagoland's Largest Dealer of 

M a r v i n W i n d o w s a n d D o o r s 

M A R V I N 
D E S I G N G A L L E R Y 

BY Es ta tes W i n d o w s , L t d . 

930 North Shore Dr | Lake Bluff, IL 
8 4 7 - 6 1 5 - 1 0 0 3 

marvinbyestates.com 
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Design and 
building support for 
the non-residential 

marketplace 

woodworks.org 
sit W o o d w o r k s onl ine for resources tha t can help you 

design and bui ld non-residential structures more easily 
and at less cost. 

• Professional deve lopment - Stream webinars for f ree 
or pay a nominal fee and earn AIA credits at your desk 
any t ime 

• Web-based tools - CAD/REVIT details, 
calculators, span tables, product and 
design guides 

Earn 6 CE 
credits at no cost: 

Technical suppor t - Access t o 
W o o d w o r k s experts and in format ion 
f rom w o o d associations nat ionwide 

Chicago Wood 
Solutions Fair 
Wheel ing , IL 
September 8, 2010 
West in Chicago 
Nor th Shore 

• Event calendar - Wood Solutions Fairs, 
workshops, in-house presentations 

Visit us at woodworks.org 

C A L I F O R N I A • G E O R G I A • ILL INOIS • M I N N E S O T A • N O R T H C A R O L I N A • S O U T H C A R O L I N A • W I S C O N S I N 

WOOD 
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Woodworks is an initiative of the Wood Products Council, which includes all of the major North American wood associatii associations. 
Photo credit: APA - The Engineered Wood Association (left and center). Tom Weir. Brandow and Johnston, Inc. (right). 
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Roofiiig.Contfactor: Nations Roo 

Sustainability is a snap with PAC-CLAD roofing panels 

• 25.000 sq. ft. of 24 gauge. 12" wide SNAP-CLAD panels featured here 

• 20,000 sq. ft. flat stock for flashings 

• Snap-On Batten Wall Panels for added impact 

• Available in PAC-850 Half Vent Soffit and flatstock 

• Multiple options and applications for this adaptable product 

Our PAC-CLAD- Kynar 500® finish, covered by a non-prorated 20 year warranty. 

IS now available in 37 colors on steel and aluminum. Most colors meet LEED®. 

ENERGY STAR® and cool roof certification requirements. 

S e e u s a t t h e A I A S h o w ! B o o t h U 1 9 

r^en Aluminum 

www.PAC-CLAD.com 
Elk Grove ViUage, IL: 1 800 PAC CLAD 
Annapolis Junction, MD: 1 800 344 UOO 
Tyler. TX: 1 800 441 8661 
Acworth. GA: 1 800 272 4482 
Fridley. MN: 1 877 571 2025 
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President's letter 
The devastation of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Jan 12 might 
seem to be far away now with the passage of a few months. 
There have since been similar earthquake events In Chile 
and Turkey Yet Port-au-Prince will be deeply affected by its 
catastrophe given that the nation and society started from a 
condition of historicand continual deprivation Inadequate 
infrastructure, overcrowding in poor housing, and a wildly 
unregulated building environment are some of the elements 
contributing to a disaster of unfatfiomable magnitude 

Almost immediately the response to the disaster 
by the architectural community locally, nationally and 
internationally was extremely heartening and gratifying. We 
m the architectural and design communities can take heart 
in the generosity, compassion and commitment to assist our 
neighbors and fellow citizens In the work. 

A local example of generosity was to be found in 
the Chicago community with Chicago's participation on 
February 20 in Global PechaKucha for the sole purpose 
of raising funds for Haitian relief Our own PechaKucha 
champion, Peter Exiey, FAIA, along with partners Sharon 
Exiey and Thorsten Bosch facilitated the contribution of the 
Chicago creative community to the worldwide effort. (For 
more on PechaKucfia, see p. 10.) 

Architects and designers can ask ourselves What can we 
doi" What will we doi'The process of recovery and building 
will go on foryears and, probably, decades The hope is that 
we will not forget and, typical of the nature of our profession, 
we will commit for the long term. 

There will be opportunity to contribute to a revitalized 
society worthy of the Haitian people There are those 
within the Haitian community who are seizing out of the 
catastrophe an opportunity to reconstitute their society and 
nation to reflect the hopes and dreams at the birth of their 
young republic 

Please do your part to help this historic effort, or If you 
have other equally urgent priorities, continue to lend your 
emotional and spiritual support to those groups that are 
focused on Haiti's future. 

Walter D. Street III, AIA, NOMA | President | AIA Chicago 

/ ^ \ Mixed Sources 
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Chicago Archuect is printed on paper whose contenl is 25% post-
consumer waste and 50% total recycled content It is printed using 
vegetable oil inks, alcohol substitutes, water-based press washes, 
and citrus-based cleaners The printer has eliminated the use of 

programs and EPA Iicensed handlers 

/ Logan's l^eroes A plan brings parking and parkland 
to a historic boulevard 
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wor ldwide reach and a Chicago presence 
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2 5 Interior Solutions Wright Heerema project 
puts workstations everywhere and nowhere 

F e a t u r e s 

26 Treat Me Wright Iconic Robie House 
turns 100 amid a slow renovation 

30 All For Three and Three For All BKL is a J 
new-model col laborat ion designed for a new era ^ 

3̂  Not Your Father's Modernism Three 
affordable housing programs are both contextual 
and contemporary 
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The Practice Gauging the economy's Impact on 
cashing out and buying In 

The Spec Sheet A look at how one firm made Its 
biggest model ever, fast 

4 8 A^Z John Nelson, FAIA, shares his 
thoughts on his career in architecture and his 
recent retirement from Harley Ellis Devereaux—and 
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New pedestrian plazas would encourage public use and help create a visual rhythm along the boulevard. 

LOGAN'S HEROES 
A plan brings parking and parkland to the boulevard 
One Chicago firm is proposing to simultaneously solve two typically oppositional problems: 
more parking for our car-dependent society and more eco-enhanced green space. Victor 
Dziekiewicz, AIA, and his team may get a chance to realize some hefty design improvements 
for the 12-block stretch of roads and islands along Logan Boulevard that ends at the Illinois 
Centennial Monument in Logan Square. 

"We're dealing with the negative side of making a city more livable: cars. What can you do 
to allow better use? Where do you put the parking?" asks Victor Dziekiewicz, AIA, president and 
principal m charge of design at DesignBridge, a seven-person firm at 1415 W. Grand Ave. 

Logan Boulevard is home to multiple-use buildings and a notable variety of greystone 
residences, many built in the hrst decade of the twentieth century. The William Le Baron 
Jenney-designed street was paved and electric lighting was installed in the early 1900's. The 
main roadway runs between a pair of median strips 30 feet wide, and beyond each median are 
peripheral lanes that carry one-way local traffic. 

But long-term neglect and scanty design interventions—like the installation of a few 
benches on the sidewalk—left the area with irregular plantings,disconnected green spaces, 
and a consequent lack of visual rhythm. And a modern-day increase in the neighborhood's 
popularity has left drivers often circling blocks looking for parking. 

The residents and visitors to this landmarked area may soon be in luck: DesignBridge's 
Logan Boulevard Embellishment Plan would add parking and green space with aesthetically 

By eliminating sections of 
six through streets, occurring 
every other street, portions 
of the median strip are 
reconneaed by green space. 

LOGAN BOULEVARD - WEST TO EAST 

Fa ade 
pleasing results. Their plan calls for the 
elimination of sections of six through streets, 
to occur every other street, in order to 
reconnect portions of the median strip Those 
streets—Willow, Richmond,and Mozart 
Streets and Fairheld, Talman and Maplewood 
Avenues—would gain plazas in the vacated 
intersections. The former street space 
would become park space that incorporates 
permeable paving, landscaping, and wooden-
slat-and-concrete benches. Rain water 
channels would be built into the ground and 
funnel water to bioswales 

If implemented, the proposal wil l create 
228 new parallel parking spaces along Logan 
Boulevard while inserting 24 new pedestrian 
plazas that will increase pedestrian park 
space by over 86,000 square feet. The archi
tects hope the pedestrian park-like nodes 
"create a rhythm and encourage public use," 
says Gabriel Dziekiewicz, LEED AP, associate 
and senior designer at DesignBridge, who has 
worked on the proposal with his father Victor 
Dziekiewicz. "A place where people can con
nect," the senior Dziekiewicz chimes in 

Last summer the architects met w i th 
Logan Square residents, including preserva
tionists, to get feedback on possible improve
ments to the street. "Their concern was less 
with parking," Victor Dziekiewicz says, "They 
remember the boulevard when it was a much 
grander place to pass through. Now there's 
just a random series of plantings and people 
just bullet through there" 

His son explains that the plan would 
unite the park areas. "New permeable paths 
would be designed to weave between exist
ing trees to further connect the new boule
vard parks," Gabriel Dziekiewicz explains. The 

CONNEa BOULEVARD -ISLANDS" AND A a IVATE THROUGH NEW PEDESTRIAN PLAZA LINKS 
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team also believes there could be a place for 
public art in the area 

"DesignBridge was awesome in creating a 
proposal that would revive the boulevard and 
let the community get more use out of it/' said 
Maria "Toni" Berrios, Illinois State Representa
tive for District 39 "We reached out to active 
community members and Victor met with them 
He got all of their ideas and was able to put 
those down on paper." Berrios acknowledges 
implementation challenges, namely state bud
get constraints, but she believes that if imple
mented, the embellishment plan would lead 
to a "more beautiful, vibrant, community-user 
friendly" space. 

Both architects cite the park off Grand 
Avenue near Navy Pier as inspiration for their 
proposal They like the park's ground surfac
ing—the textures and colors—and variety of 
plantings The firm understands the challenge 
of maximizing green space while incorporating 
parking, DesignBridge did work for the Public 
Building Commission, studying library sites 
and designing reading gardens and additional 
parking, like the garden at the Chicago Public 
Library's Brainerd Branch at 1350 W. 89th Street. 

The firm designed the Logan proposal 
pro bono, and funding, as of press time, is "in 
limbo," Victor Dziekiewicz says, as the plan 
awaits approval from the State's Department 
of Commercial Development and Department 
of Transportation A thumbs-up on the proposal 
would result in functional, aesthetically pleas
ing, eco-conscious design that is worthy of the 
grand boulevard as it enters the 21st century. 

Lara Brown 

CHITCHAT FOR CHANGE 
PechaKucha has wor ldwide 
reach and a Chicago presence 
Chitchat has long been an underrated pursuit 
But no longer, thanks to PechaKucha, a mesmer
izing program that raises the pursuit from idle 
and underappreciated to organized and reward
ing Born in Tokyo seven years ago, the program 
has since spread to dozens of cities around the 
globe, includingChicago 

Japanese for "the sound of chitchat," the 
challenging-to-pronounce yet amusing-to-utter 
term (which does mimic the murmured tones of 
chitchat when pronounced correctly) sums up 
the essence of the program It is a verbal "swap 

Organizer Peter Exley, in his charaaeristically understated wardrobe, is surrounded by panicipants 
at a recent PechaKucha event. 

meet" for designers to network, exchange ideas 
and share their work. 

In theory, the event follows a loosely or
ganized 20/20 format—each presenter has 400 
seconds to showcase 20 images on a subject of 
his or her choice. That means there's ^0 seconds 
to explain each one. In practice, PechaKucha 
has given chitchata professionally meaningful 
mantle thanks to the intriguing and often daz
zling mini-lectures it inspires 

A sampling of the dozen or so presenters at 
a recent PechaKucha gathering here illustrates 
the point. Architect Peter Exley, FAIA, who initi
ated the program here, waxed poetic about 
his quirky yet prescient childhood obsessions 
with design, rock 'n' roll and football (that's 
soccer for us Americans), architect Kathenne 
Darnstadt, AIA, gave a compelling report on 
Architecture for Humanity's Chicago efforts, 
musician Jon Langford of The Mekonsand Waco 
Brothers fame feted the accomplishments of his 
iconic fellow Welshman Tom Jones, and event 
producer Andy Warfel from downstate Cham
paign presented the dazzling sets he created for 
ofhcial ceremonies of the Gay Games 

As U S cities go, Chicago was an early 
adopter. There were about 30 PechaKucha 
chapters worldwide, but only San Francisco 
had initiated the program stateside. Exley, a 
co-founderofArchitectureisfun, staged the first 
PechaKucha night here in 2007 at the behest of 
Tokyo co-founder Mark Dytham, his classmate 

and close friend from their undergraduate days 
at Newcastle University in England. 

"Mark kept promising he would come to 
Chicago for the day if we did one, so we did. And 
he really did come just for a few hours," laughs 
Exley, who had help staging the first event from 
artist Andy Hall, digital maestro Nick Glazebrook 
and architects Thorsten Bosch and Yamani 
Hernandez, who remain organizers of the event 
to this day. 

Though PechaKucha happens in almost 
300 cities, it would be hard to imagine any more 
vibrant than Chicago's, where the events are 
consistently hlled to the 350-person capacity at 
Martyrs' Pub, "the first place that said yes when 
we were looking for a venue," Exley says. That 
is due to the organizers' vision, they deemed a 
hip "rock 'n' roll venue" most appropriate from 
the start because "the 400 seconds is like a pop 
song"and broadened the agenda to include 
creative types from every discipline "to ensure 
the evening is about cross-pollination. Can you 
imagine what an evening of just architects 
would be like^" Exley deadpans. 

The result has been a series of quarterly 
programs (which cost $10 to cover staff and in
surance) at Martyrs' and ad hoc events that have 
popped up to address special issues, such as 
PechaKucha events to mark the looth anniver
sary of the Burnham Plan, celebrate NeoCon and 
raise funds for Haiti. These latter ones do double 
duty, for they both elucidate and entertain. 

10 ChicagoArchitect |may-junio| 



And with such an imaginative group at the helm, 
PechaKucha is sure to get more inspired and en
gaging with age. "The presentations are about 
contentand passion, not necessarily portfolio 
It's about speaking from the heart," Exiey notes. 

To join PeckaKucha's mailing list, visit the 
web site at pecha-kucha.org, where those who 
have "something to say from the heart" can 
also put their names on the wait list, before 
each event the organizing committee chooses 
presenters. "We strive for balance, diversity 
in terms of age and range of topic, and try to 
choose things that we assume people will want 
to talk about," explains ExIey. 

Most importantly, to learn how to 
pronounce PechaKucha correctly, get a 
20-second lesson at wwwyoutube.com/ 
watch?v=gdghlD66kLs -^LisaSkolnik 

11 THINGS ABOUT 
Urban Works' UNO 
School Project 
- > ( l ) Vacant for seven years, the building 
at 4700 S. Kildare Ave. in Archer Heights had 
housed a bakery for A&P grocery stores. 
->(2) United Neighborhood Organization (UNO), 
which operates charter schools, planned to fill it 
wi th two elementary schools and a high school. 
->(3) UrbanWorks won a competition among 
hve firms with its plan to divide the school hori
zontally, putting each school on a different floor, 
->(4) The gym, cafeteria and library are clustered 
at the south end, where they can be used as a 
community centerafter-hours without heating, 
cooling or lighting the rest of the 175.000-square-
foot structure. Putting the gym at the top was 
possible because the floors had originally been 
built to support heavy baking equipment 
->(5) The extant column spacing allowed for 
extra-wide corridors How to use the space 
strategically!' Planning meetings with teachers 
resulted in a design that put teacher offices 
along the hallway with classrooms behind them. 
"You don't have all the ofhces together at one 
end of the school in an administrative area," 
notes Patricia Saldafia Natke, AIA, UrbanWorks' 
founding principal "The teachers' ofhces are 
connective tissue between the classrooms, and 
there's a lot of glass so students can pass along 
the corridor and see their teachers working on 
curriculum. The teachers are a second set of eyes 
on the corridor" 

-^(6) The notion of transparency guided other 
aspects of the project, notably the huge glassy 
addition that projects south from the original 
building. "This isa working-class neighborhood 
with a lot of immigrants and hrst-generations," 
Saldafia Natke says. "It's important that [they] 
can see education going on inside this building' 

veterans is planned for a space on the hrst f loor 
- > ( l O ) The elementary schools were completed 
in 2009, followed by the high school in January 
2010 The S31 mill ion project, S180 per square 
foot, now serves 1,500 students and has a capac
ity of 1,800; the school is projected to hll that in 
fall 2011 

I 

A green roof (above) and an upswepr, glass}' southern facade helped transform an old baker)' into a three-school complex. The 
lobby (below) has its original bare concrere revealed on the right, new finishes on die left, and glass walkways overhead. 

-^(7) Double-pane glass in the addition miti
gates noise from the Midway Airport flight pat
tern overhead and the industrial district in which 
the building sits 
-^(8) While the three floors are largely separate 
to keep students of differing ages apart, "we 
wanted the [main] entry to have a dramatic 
impact, so we blew out the three stories between 
the school space and the public common 
spaces and punctured it with glass bridges and 
skylights," Saldafia Natke says. "You see all the 
remains of the bakery facility, the old brick and 
the flared columns" on one side. The other, where 
the wall was too decrepit to keep visible, was 
drywalled and then punctuated with a fun verti
cal pattern of lights. 

-^(9) UNO dubbed the school its Veterans Me
morial Campus, in honor of Latino war veterans 
who sometimes get scant recognition. Eleven 
classrooms have been named for individual vet
erans, mostly from the neighborhood. More are 
to come, and a small museum honoring Latino 

^ (11 ) In February, the campus received a 
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation Award for 
Architectural Excellence in Community Design. 
"We were proud that we took a building that 
had been a vacant eyesore and made it into a 
transparent community asset," Saldafia Natke 
says Dennis Rodkin 
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i ' J i e r j n n D r n j J i 
I N S U L A T E D D R A I N A G 

F i n a l l y . . . . 
You can forget about mortar blockages in cavity walls 

while getting greater energy efficiency. 

Complete cavity wall drainage 
from the bottom to the top, side to side 

Insulation and drainage 
system in one easy step 

Economical & Effective 

Lutheran General Hospital 
Park Ridge. IL 

Mason Contractor: Esche & Lee 
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"Having an accurate, 'easy to use' way to record 
our billable hours has resulted in a net gain of 
over $30,000 in our first year of use alone." 

- A! Truss, President, Fountainhead Group Consulting Ltd 
BillQuick user 
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ABC Architects 
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Fagade: Chapter Reports 

Bruce Graham, 84, Dies 
Bruce Graham, FAIA, the designer of many 
noteworthy 20th-century buildings in 

cities, and a pillar of the global renown 
of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, died m 
March at age 84. AlAChicago extends its 
condolences to Graham's lamily, friends 
and colleagues 

While his buildings were supremely 
functional, he also embraced the pursuit 
of beauty in architecture "We cannot 
explain every spatial move except that 

they must exist for the poetry to exist," Graham once said, "and for that 
purpose does the artist in us live" 

Graham "was the Burnham of his generation," an architectural 
historian told Chicago Tribune architecture critic Blair Kamin in an 
article at the time of Graham's death. Kamin went on to say that 
"Graham's best designs lent a Chicago-style muscularity to the lean, 
crisp modernist look brought to perfection by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe" 

Graham's four most iconic contributions to the Chicago skyline 
are the Willis (formerly Sears)Tower, the John Hancock Center, the 
Inland Steel Building,and the Richard J. Daley Center(originally the 
Chicago Civic Center). All are exemplars of that muscularity. On each, 
he had stellar collaborators; most notably Fazlur Khan on Sears and 
Hancock, and Walter Netsch, FAIA, who left the Inland Steel project to 
work on the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo 

In The New York Times obituary of Graham, Joseph Rosa, the Art 
Institute's chairman of architecture and design told William Grimes 

that with his Hancock and Sears projects, Graham "singlehandedly 
put Chicago back on the map. Without them, Chicago architecture 
would have been frozen in time They expressed the optimism in 
Chicago and pointed toward what the future could be." 

Many of Graham's buildings are still marvels, but of course 
none sprang from the earth fully formed In a 1997 interview for 
the oral history archives of the School of the Art Institute, Graham 
recounted how Inland Steel's now-beloved stainless finish was 
justone of a few exterior looks that were considered. 

"There were three schemes for Inland Steel, but not as 
dif ferentasyou might think they were,"Graham told BettyJ. 
Blum in a conversation at his home in Hobe Sound, Fla "One was 
with all the steel in black. Another was black, but with stainless-
steel mullions. The other one was all stainless steel. I liked [that] 
combination because of the distinction of the structures and 
changes in proportion." 

In the same interview, he rejected a notion, attributed to SOM 
founder Nathaniel Owings, that during the period when Graham 
was at the helm, the hrm was no longer led by creators but by 
"order-takers" who cranked out standardized modernist buildings: 
"Standardized? Baloney! I liked Marc Goldstein's work, but it was 
nothing like mine. I liked Chuck Bassett's work, but it was nothing 
like mine.The same wi th Roy Allen or Gordon Bunshaftor Walter 
Netsch. My work and Walter's were not alike, and we were in the 
same city. Owings is full of baloney. Standardized, that's baloney 
He was a big blabbermouth in many ways" 

Graham was also the channel through whom important 
worksof publ icartcametoChicago. Among them are landmark 

pieces by Alexander Calder(at the 
Federal Plaza) and Joan Miro (near the 
Daley Center) and Henry Moore (on the 
University of Chicago campus) 

Born in 1925 m Bogota, Colombia, 
Graham served in the U S Navy during 
World War II He then went to the 
University of Pennsylvania, where he 
graduated in 1948 with a degree in 
architecture He worked fora fewyears 
at Holabird, Root & Burgee in Chicago, 
moving to Skidmore, Owings & Merrill 
in i95 iasch ie f of design. He becamea 
partner in i960, later headed the firm, 
and retired from it in 1989. 

Graham's wife, Jane, died in 2004. He 
is survived by three children and six 
grandchildren 

Graham, second f rom kri. w i t h a model o f the Hancock Center and ( f rom left) Fa/lur 

Albert Locket t , I.ou Br imer .md Richard Lcnkc 

Kal in , 
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Facade '. Chapter Reports 

High Five 
F i v e C h a p t e r M e m b e r s E l e v a t e d t o F e l l o w s 
M A Chicago congratulates the five members elevated into the College of 
Fellows, an honor awarded to architects who have made contributions 
of national significance to the profession. Martha Bell, Philip Castillo, 
Gunny Harboe,Jim Loewenbergand Peter Weismantle have all been 
distinguished with the honor of fellowship. 

Martha Bell, FAIA, is a managing partneratTi l ton, Kelly + Bell, LLC. 
Bell has spearheaded a broad range of design efforts in her community 
that have left lasting improvements in culture, art, education and overall 
quality of life She also pioneered two national AIA initiatives: a ground
breaking study that introduced Building Information Modeling(BIM) in a 

\8 Architecture magazine article, and the creation of the Architectural 
Billing Index (ABI), which is now a key resource for national economists 

-^Ph i l ip Castillo, FAIA, is an executive principal at Murphy/Jahn Castillo's 
focus for the pastssyears has been on large-scale urban development 
projects throughout the world, including the Sony Center in Berlin, 
Germany, the Suvarnabhumi International Airport in Bangkok, Thailand, 
and the Tokyo Station Development in Japan. He is currently researching 
and developing new sustainable design conceptsand technologies for 
several urban areas in the Middle East, 

Mar tha Bell, FA IA 

Gunn \ J im Loewenberg, 

Philip (•.still.,. 1-AIA 

Peter Wei.smatitle, FA IA 

| -> Gunny Harboe, FAIA, is the president of Harboe Architects. Harboe 
has developed an international reputation as an architect specializing 
in preservation of igth-and 20th-century landmarksand has worked 
on projects including the renovation of the Reliance Building/Hotel 
Burnham in Chicago and Crown Hall at the Illinois Institute of Technology 
ine served as AIA Chicago's president m 2000 and AIA National's regional 
[director from 200ito2004. Hecurrently serves asvice president of the 
International Council on Monumentsand Sites'Scientific Committee on 
20th Century Heritage. 

-> Jim Loewenberg, FAIA, is the president at Loewenberg Architects, co-
CEO of Magellan Development Group and chairman of NNP Residential. 
Loewenberg has achieved international recognition for his creative 
innovation in residential architecture and development He has revitalized 

neighborhoods in Chicago, making downtown living more enjoyable. An 
example of this is Lakeshore East, a 28-acre, mixed-use community in 
Chicago that is believed to be one of the largest urban developments in 
the country. 

- > Peter Weismantle, FAIA, is the Director of Supertall Building 
Technology at Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill Architecture Weismantle 
has worked on large, mixed-use development projects internationally, 
including the 88-story Jin Mao Tower in Shanghai, Chin^and the 160-story 
BurJ Khalifa (the world's tallest building) in the United Arab Emirates He 
is currently Chairman of the Height Committee for the Council on Tall 
Buildings and Urban Habitatand Vice Chairman of the Chicago Committee 
on High Rise Buildings. 

Walk the Walk—and Track It 
You are invited to attend "AIA 2030 Commitment - Part 2: Project Tracking and Reporting 
Requirements," on Tues, May 18, from 530 to 7:00 p.m. at AIA Chicago. Earn 1.5 LUs 

The Committee on the Environment has gathered a panel of Chicago-based sustainable 
design experts, who will provide an in-depth review of AIA 2030 Commitment project report
ing requirements, tools developed for easier project tracking, and share their experiences in 
implementing energy-efficient building design 

The presenters will discuss how building energy modeling can inform and guide architec
tural design and help design hrms successfully reduce the energy consumption in the Chicago 
builtenvironment 

The tracking tool is part of a national initiative to collect data from hrms participating in 
the 2030 Challenge The tool will be available to download atwww.aiachicago.org/cote.asp 

Professional 
Deve lopment Conference 
Save the date - Thurs., Sept. 16 
The Professional Development Conference returns 
on Thurs., Sept. 16, at the Renaissance Chicago 
Downtown Hotel, 1W. Wacker Dr The full day of 
learningwil lofferthree general sessions: morning, 
noon and an after-work program Breakout sessions 
on a variety of topics will complete the program. 
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Some just talk. We walk the walk. 
Four time AIA Technology in Architectural Practice (TAP) BIM award recipient. 

More than any other general contractor 

Learn more by contacting Andy Stapleton, Director of Project Development, 

at andy.stapleton(a)mortenson.com or 847-472-8103 or visit us at 

www.mortenson.com. 

M o r t e n s o n 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 

Bui/ding what's next. 
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'HI: AIAContract Documents 

A NEW INDUSTRY STANDARD. 

Wisdom 
- T h e W i s e C h o i c e S i n c e 1 8 8 8 -

A I A C o n t r a c t D o c u m e n t s 

With 6 new, easy-to-use agreements, AIA Contract Documents saves you time and money by being 
the most widely accepted documents in the industry. The latest update includes a Building Information 

Modeling (BIM) Protocol Exhibit, 2 Integrated Project Delivery (IPD) agreements, 2 Design-Build 
agreements, and an Onsite Project Representation document. 

G e t t h e N e w A I A C o n t r a c t D o c u m e n t s T o d a y . 

Visit us online at www.aiachicago.org or call (312) 670-7770 to learn more. 

M A N K A T O K A S O T A S T O N E 
FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY - A TRADITION YOU CAN TRUST. 

For more than a hundred years, builders, artists and architects throughout the world 
have come to trust Mankato Kasota Stone for the beauty, natural strength and 

timeless appeal of our flawless limestone. 

Call 800.437.7059 today for more information or stone samples. 

MANKATO KASOTA STONE. INC. 800.437.7059 • WWW.MANKATOKASOTASTONE.COM 
MANKATO KASOTA STONE IS QUARRIED FROM THE MINNESOTA RIVER VALLEYS. 



If you could design your dream window, 
what would it be? 

myMarvin by 

P. Allen Smith 
Garden Home Designer 

Create something uniquely yours. With windows and doors built around you. 
And your clients. For inspiration from the myMarv in Project artists, the latest home 

design trends, or all the new products, go to m y M a r v i n . c o m or call 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 8 4 - 2 0 3 4 , 

vc)2010 Marv.n Windows and Doors All r.ghls reserved ©Registered trade-nark of Marv.n Windows and Doors 

MARVIN\4 
Windows and Doors 

Built around you. 

Depend on the Precast Parking Experts. 
P A I V I C R E T E 

• 

Quality • Service • Durability www.spancrete.com Waukesha 414-290-9000 • Green Bay 920-494-0274 • Chicago 847-879-2100 



PeoDle-^Pro ects Facade 

On May 13, Bill Baker, the SOM strucairal engineering partner whose 
innovative work on tall buildings contributed to die Burj Khalifa, the 
worid s tallest manmade structure, wall receive a gold medal from the 
Insdtution of Structural Engineers (IStructE) at a meeting in London. 

'Ihe 'buttressed core' diat Baker develoj^xfd, helped make possible the construction of supertall 
skyscrapers like the Burj Kliiilifa (Sophisticated wind engineering also played a part in the Burj 
Khalihi). Two other supenalls completed in 2009—die Nimjing Greenland Financial Center in 
China, and thcTmmp International Hotel and Tower here in Chicago—also benefited From 
Bakers expertise. 

"1 am quite overwhelmed by the honor ai receiving the Cold Medal," says Baker, who will address 
IStructHs Institute of Directors at die London nieedng. The gold mediii is the organiziitions highest 
individu;il award, given for "exceptioiuil and outstanding contributions to the advancement of 
stnictunil engineering." 

In other news of SOM: ui Febaiary, tlie magiizine Fast Company named die 
company one of die wodd s 59 most innovative companies. The firm was number 32 on 

the magazines top 50 for 2009, and this year earned a spot among die 59 hinovation All Stars. The 

magazine mentioned SOM s role in the Burj Khalifa and the Digital Media City Lindniiirk now 

under constmction in Seoul, Korea, as important notches in its belt. 

Bill Baker 

Cian' M i c i u 

Gary Miciunas joined 
Perkins+Will as principal 
of the firm's p lann ingand 
strategies practice. He had 
been senior managing director 
at the design and consulting firm 
Nelson, and has 25 years'experience 
in advisory services and practice 
management. 

Design work began diis spring on a 120,000-square-foot arts 

instructional center at Rock Valley College hi Rockford. The 

Illinois Capital Development Board tapped Booth Hansen and 

associate architect Studio Gang to design the facility, wliich will 

bring together the colleges arts, drama and music departments into 

one building. It will include a 600-seat music performance hall, 

a 350-seat black box theater, an art gallery, classrooms and other 

spaces. Constmaion on the project, which will aim for LEED 

Gold certifiaition, is expected to begin in summer 2011. 

After seven years with OWP/P (now OWP/P Cannon Design), James 
Mladucky, AIA, has moved to Northwestern MemoriciJ Hospital, as the 
director of planning and design. 

Mladucky notes diat his new position wil l put h im " in die forefront o l directing the planning and 

design o f facilities diat support the N M H patient-first philosophy." N M H s vision statement says the 

hospital hopes to be iui iong the nations top 10 academic medical centers by 2020. "Gett ing there wi l l be 

a challenge," according to Mladucky. " H o w facilities support i ind enable that goiil wi l l rest w i th me i ind 

m y new staff" 

All images arc councsy o f ihe firm, unless otherwise noted. I.EED AP status is indicaied only it reported by the firm. |may- junio| ChicagoArchi tect 19 



~ 3 . C 3 . C G; People + Projects 

Vermi l ion 

Searl Lamaster Howe Architects has completed appetizing projects for restaurant clients on both 

coasts. Both entailed re-invigorating existing venues. 
Vermilion in New York has a menu built on strong combinations of Indian and Latin cuisine and the space demanded 
a potent look. Reusing materials that were already in place made meeting the six-week construction schedule and 
limited budget feasible. 

A classic Napa, Calif., restaurant on 16 acres of vineyards, Brix renewed its focus on farm-to-table dining. Working with 
restaurateur and chef David Gingrass and interior designer JeAnne Ettrick, Searl Lamaster Howe created a new palette 
of finishes that reflect the Napa Valley wine-growing region. 

The Whist ler Crossing project entailec w construct ion (left) w i t h existing structures (r ight) to revivify the walkable c o m m u n i t y (center). 

l arr /Xssociarcs^ rehabilitation o f 90 townhousc units originally hti i l t in 1960 in soutli suburban Rivcrclalc 

earned a l.indniarks Illinois Richard H . Driehatis 2009 Presei-vation Awaid lor Rehabilitation. 

The townhoiises were buiJt in 1960 iis pait o f the Pacesetter Gardens District, innovative at the t ime for its attached single-finiily homes in a 

suburban setting. W i t h two new mixed-use buildings, they make up a 10-acre project called Whisder Crossing, a mixed-income development 

that is die first project in Illinois to be certified imder die Stage 3 Gitegory o f L E E D for Neighborhood Development criteria. (Stage 3 is for 

projects that are fully built; Stages I and 2 are for projects in planning stages.) 

The project also received die award for Outstanding For-Profit Neighbodiood Real Estate Project f rom the Chia^go Neighbodiood 

Development Awards, giver o f die Landmarks award n;mied above. Holsten Real Estate Development was the developer. 

Along w i th being a walkable, previously developed site wi th schools, jobs and public transportadon nearby, Whisder Crossing has dark 

sky-compliant outdoor light fixtures ^md lighting strategies that minimize impact on bird migration ;uid reduce sky glow. I he new mixed-use 

buildings contain groimd-floor retiiil space to enhance the lifo o f die neighborhood, and throughout die projea, energy-saving and stormwater-

managing technologies have been deployed. 
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Facade People + Projects 

Vic to ry Centre o f South Chicago 

The Viaory Centre of South Chicago, a supî xDitivc living facility designed 
by Harley Ellis Devereaux's Life Enhancement Studio, received LEED 
Silver certification and is the first building certified as piut of die city of 
Chicago's South Chicago LEED for Neigliborhood Development pilot 
program. 

Developed by Pathway Senior Living, Victory Centre has 112 af?ordablc 
smdio units for seniors who have fixed and moderate incomes and need some 
assistance w id i daily l iving. Sustainable feaaires include the redevelopment o f die 
site f rom a brownfield, extra-tight insulation and windows, and low-emit t ing 
paints and sealants. 

The firms Life Enhancement Smdio focuses on planning and design for 
senior l iving jmd specid needs residences diat integrate supportive seivices. 

3 
EAST ELEVATION 

1̂  

IS 
A team of School of the Art Insti tute of Chicago 
students took first prize in an annual competit ion 
that requires measured drawings of a historic 
structure not yet recorded by the Historic American 
Buildings Survey (HABS). 

The group, students in a Physical Documentation 
course taught by Charles Pipal, AIA, in SAIC's historic 
preservation department, prepared a precise document 
of the elaborate Pui Tak Center, aka the On Leong Chinese 
Merchants' Association Building, the landmark structure 

built at 2216 S. Wentworth Ave. in Chinatown in 1928. The 
students are Carol Adams, Ginny Way, Mitch Brown, Frank 
Butterfield, Ceylan Celebiler, Tianyi Jiang, Pam Pietrowsky, 
Sussannah Ribstein, Kathleen Shanley, Noel Weidner, and 
Christine Whims. Emily Spreng was the teaching assistant. 

The Charles E. Peterson Prize, presented jointly by the HABS 
of the National Park Service, the Athenaeum of Philadelphia, 
and the AIA, is in its 27th year. Student groups from Pipal's class 
had received honorable mentions or other prizes five times 
prior to this first-place win. 
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A niid-FchriKir\' L^roiindbivaking began 

work on what may become the Hist 1,1.1,1) 

Pkuiiuim indiistrial facility in ihecoiinrry, 

a corpoiate hc"adc]Liarteis and [iiodiice 

distribution center lor Testa IVoduce. 

I-.pstcin designed the 91,2()()-.st|uare-k)oi facility, 

whose sLisrainahle Icaiuie.s inelude a w ind turbine 167 

teei rail, and landscape, solar and water leaiiires. A 

rounded, \ egetated root that co\ ers about SO pen cm 

ol I he roof .irea and helps prevent stormwater ru i io l i 

f rom the site wi l l cui-ve down and appe.u to spill over 

the edge and become a green wall at the Iront of the 

bui lding. Pernie-able paving on the site lets rainwater 

drain into bio-sAvdes, and the roof is fined out for 

Ritiue installation ot photovoltaic panels. 

\ he complex is being bui l t on an old brownfield 

site at 4555 S. Racine Ave. that formerly hoased meat 

[ii()ces.sing facilities. 

Rael Slutsky, A IA , who headed Epsteins design team, credits tlie client firm 

and its chief, Peter Testa, w id i "a vision to create a facility that was die ultimate 

insustainabilit\'. 

Angela Spadoni 

Charles A rko , Assoc.AIA 

Two intern architects have joined 

Eckenhoff Saunders Architects 
Angela Spadoni wasatZokaZola 

Architecture as a competition team 
member on prototype preschoolsand 

kindergartens in Croatia. 
Charles Arko, Assoc AIA, came to 

the firm from Pappageorge/Haymes, 
Ltd, working on mixed-use towers in 
ChicaRoand other cities. 

In Pebriiary, (x)ltimbia (College opened its hist newly constructed buildini;, 

die $21-million Media IVodtiction (Center, a 35,500-sc]tiare-foot facility 

designed by Studio C iang Architects. 
In its 12()-year histoi*)-, ("oluiiihia had onl\' (Kcu[)icd previoasly existing buildings. Tlic iMedia 

pRKluction Outer at 16th and State Streets was the result o f extensive collaboration l̂ etween Snidio 
(.aiig and ihc colleges facult)', according to its president, 1 )r Warrick L. C;irten 

Studio dang made the buildings facade an outsized reference to media: a mn of individually 
colored glass panels that ('hiaigo 7;7/>'//w architecture critic Blair Kamin likencxl to "the color parts of a 
television test pattern." 

Ilie 40,0(X)-square-fcK)i site is a former brownfield that the cit)' of Chiciigo sold to Columbia. 
The new facility includes two soundstiiges; a motion capture studio for the creation of 2- and 
3-nimensional film and gaiuing; an animation lab and other media-specific spaces. In die lobby 
is a restored terra cotta arch from a now-demolished office building nearby that housed l aiiious 
I'l.iw rs-Lisky G)rporation, a prL\:ursor to Pimuiiount Pictures foimded in 1916 when C'hicago Wiis a 
prominent center of movie production. 
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Facade . People + Projects 

Abigai l Clary, A I A LEF.D AP M a r k Nichols , A IA . LF. l 'D AP 

Two hcallheare principals at Loebl Sehlossman 
& Haekl have received national plaudits. 

In its January issue. Building Design & Construction 
magazine named Abigail Clary. AIA LEED AP, to its 
annual "40 Under 40" list, a salute to accomplished 
young professionals in the architecture, engineering and 
construction industry. Clary, who co-leads the firm's 
Healthcare Market Sector, is the youngest woman to be 
named principal in LSH's 85-year history. 

The American College of Healthcare Architects 
tapped Mark Nichols, A I A , LEED AP, for its Board of 
Regents. Nichols has a 25-year track record that includes 
leading major expansion and renovation projects at six of 
Chicago's largest hospitals. 

4 31; 
3 "11 " n i * 

On Roscoe Street, at the site of its own former office, 
Wilkinson Blender designed a tfiree-unit mixed-use 
condominium structure The street-level unit has retail, 
and above are one one-story and one two-story unit. The 
duplex unit hasagreen roof/rooftop yard that contains 
48 tons of soil. There are also solar thermal panels on top 
of the building. 

The law firm Baker & McKenzie hiis tapped Goettsch 
Piurners to design its neu' offices on seven fiill and one pimial 
floor at 300 1.. Randolph. ITie offices, slated for completion 
in die second half of 2011, will occupy 237,000 square feet 
in the new 24-story vertical addition that Goettsch designed 
for the building, die home of Blue Cross Blue Shield o f 
Illinois. Baker & McKenzie will move its Chicago practice 
and global services di\dsion into the space. 

DeStefano Partners' new office at 330 N. Wabash 
received LEED Gold for Commercial Interiors 

certification. Credits came for such features as 
regional materials^ high recycled content 

\ in building materials, high levels of 
daylighting and access to public 

transportation options. 

I )LSiLt ,n i ( ) 'artncrs inter ior 
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Botti Studio of Archi tectural Arts, Inc. 
1-800-524-721 1 • w w w . b o t t i s t u d i o . c o m • FAX: 1 -847 -869-5996 

Establishecd in 1 8 6 4 , Botti S tud io ' s s c o p e of w o r k i n c l u d e s t o t a l / p a r t i a l 
r e s t o r a t i o n s a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n of historic m a n s i o n s , p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , 
m u s e u m s , c o r p o r a t e a n d p r i v a t e Insti tutions, c h u r c h e s , s y n a g o g u e s , n e w 
c o m m i s s i o n s in s t a i n e d a n d f a c e t e d g lass , m a r b l e , m o s a i c , s ta tuary . 

s t a i n e d & F a c e t e d Gloss • M a r b l e • M o s a i c • S ta tua ry • Interiors 
Pa in t ing & D e c o r a t i o n • Historic D i s c o v e r y 

N e w York. NY - C h i c a g o , IL - LaPorte, IN - San D iego , C A - Sarasota, FL 
Nassau, B a h a m a s - Agropol i , Italy 

^ T l - r : i i N ( ) ! ( ) n Y r r ) i ; i I V I N G 

WORSHIP RESIDE AnoUSTICS. NOISE & VIBRATION . PERFORM 

T E C H N O L O G Y F O R L I V I N G 

ACOUSTICS, NOISE & VIBRATION 
AUDIOVISUAL & LOW VOLTAGE 

WWW.PMKC0NSULTANTS.COM 

' f c n s s ' < >NiA( J 

HEAL 

DALLAS • LAS VEGAS • ilCAGO • TAMPA • DUBAI \ ^ 

LEARN WORK COMPETE 

designed by BMW Group DesignworksUSA 

l a n c l s c a p e f o r m s 

Introducing 

m e t r o 4 0 

Skip Redner 
Chicago Loop Sales Office 
773.248.2467 
skipr@landscapeforms.com 

Jennifer Woods 
Illinois Sales Office 
773.293.6763 
jenniferw@landscapeforms.com 



nter ior So lu t ions 

R O A M IF YOU W A N T TO 
Wright Heerenna project puts workstations 
everywhere and nowhere 

Thanks to mobile technology, work no 
longer describes where you are, but 
what you are doing. It's evident in the 
cafes, the ai rpor t lounges and even 
on publ ic t ranspor ta t ion: Work and 
its workers no longer need to be in a 
fixed locat ion. 

Josh Tremblay, principal and direc
tor of interior design at Chicago-based 
Wright Heerema Architects, explains 
that workplace mobility, which was 
once mostly an employer's strategy to 
keep employees happy, has evolved into 
something that works for both s ides -
employer and employee "Office mobility 
reduces the occupancy cost of real estate 
as well as an organization's environmen
tal footprint." 

A mobile workplace strategy was 
central to the project Tremblay directed 
for the 146,000-square-foot HSBC Bank 
Global Software DevelopmentCenter in 
Burnaby, a suburb of Vancouver, Canada. 

H S B C Bank Global Software Deve lopment Center lounge 

HSBC's mobility agenda is driven by a flexible work policy called HSBCCDWork. The 
program offers employees the option to work from home, which reduces carbon 
emissions from daily commutes, gives them greater flexibility in balancing their 
personal and professional lives, and reduces the amount of required ofhce space. 

"HSBC's mobility agenda allowed us to think differently about the nature of of
fice work and reduce the organization's square footage by redistributing workspac-
es,"Tremblay notes. About 20 percent of HSBC's employees opt into the program and 
work from home, while the remaining 80 percent when not on the road, wi l l choose 
to work at one of the many non-dedicated workspaces within the Burnaby facility. 

The ground f loorand roof of the hve-story building (which is LEED Platinum 
for core and shell, and anticipating LEED Gold for the interiors) contain a variety 
of amenities for the staff including a caf^, a game room, a quiet lounge and a roof 
garden. All the amenity spaces are multipurpose and include private work zones, 
shared workspaces and lounge seating outhtted with tablet arms. 

Workers who prefer a more traditional work setting can grab an available 
workstation on the remaining four floors, which have non-dedicated open worksta
tions, coffee bars and conference and production facilities. 

Tremblay points out that in today's economic climate, many organizations are 
looking to lower their occupancy costs. But, he says, what makes the HSBC project 
successful is the coordinated effort that starts wi th a clearly stated corporate strat
egy. Upper management, a thoughtful real estate acquisition team and HSBC's hu
man resource department closely managed the entire project process. "This team 
effort is critical and it's what makes this program work," he says. -> Cindy Coleman 
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TREAT ME 
WRIGHT 

Iconic Robie House turns 100 amid a slow renovation 
By Pamela Dittnicr McKuen 

mphatiailly hori/oiual atid with all 
the liallinarks o f Wright. Rohie I loust 
has lx.'coiiie one ()f the architect's hcst 
known works and a I hdc Park ircAsiirc. 

The Freder ick C. Robie House, designed by Frank Lloyd Wr igh t Preservat ion Trust, is hos t i ng an 

Lloyd Wr i gh t and long hera lded as the fo re runner ar ray of guest experiences inc lud ing programs, 

of a r ch i t ec tu ra l m o d e r n i s m , is t u r n i n g l o o years tours , concer ts and soirees. The guest of honor, 

o ld . To ce lebra te , the home's guard ian , the Frank however, isn' t qu i te dressed for the occas ion. 
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I f f l i l i i i i l W l l 
H i l l l l l l l l i l l l l i l l S l i 

H B i ^ ^ H hat's because the Sio-million restoration 

program, intended to return the structure to its 
original grandeur in time for the 2010 Centennial 
Celebration, has stalled, TheTrust undertook the 
project more than a decade ago and so far has 
spent about S6 7 million The money flow has 

become a trickle, said architect Karen Sweeney, the organiza
tion's director of facilities and restoration 

"We've had really bad luck with fundraising," she said. 
"Our hrst big kick-off gala was scheduled for the Saturday 
after 9/11, and our biggest sponsor was someone with four 
floors of people in the Twin Towers, so we had to cancel. We 
had to start over and get the energy going again, and then the 
economy tanked " 

The Robie House, 5757 S Woodlawn Ave in Hyde Park, 
is one of the last of Wright's Praine-style homes Completed 
in 1910, the three-story, red-brick building sits long and low 
on a corner lot, facing south, and is easily identified by iconic 
sweeping horizontal lines, dramatic roof overhangs and banks 
of art-glass windows Over the decades it has gained national, 
state and city landmark status as well as a listing on the Na
tional Register of Historic Places. 

The Robie House had numerous owners before being 
donated in 1963 to the University of Chicago, which used it for 
offices and programs It headquartered the alumni associa-

Repetition and s> mmctr) ' are taken to their ultimate in Wright's 
light-bathed l iving nxm for Robie House. I he art glas.s panels (below left) 
are incomparable. 

tion in 1997, when the University approached the Trust with a 
partnership in mind A deal was struck The University retains 
ownership and leases the building to the Trust for pocket 
change into perpetuity The Trust, which also restored and 
operates the Wright Home and Studio in Oak Park, opened 
the home as a museum and took over its operations, restora
tion, preservation and funding. The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation is a co-lessee. 

By the time the lease was signed, the home had fallen 
into serious disrepair Water and termite damage was greater 
than anyone imagined. Forty percent of the built-in cabinetry 
and other woodwork had disappeared Bathrooms had been 
gutted to makeofhces 

"The University made a couple of efforts to make the 
building stable, but nobody ever had enough money to really 
get in there," said Sweeney "And it's always problematic 
when you have spaces that are filled with people" 

Sweeney and a restoration committee comprised of staff
ers, architects and historians created the program They worked 
with historic records and architectural drawings, which were 
plentiful, and photographs, which were not They analyzed 
existing materials and components and hunted for clues such 
as dust marks and hidden samples of wood and paint 

First came the structural stabilization and exterior resto
ration, a three-year process. Major projects included historic 
roof replacement, wall and balcony reconstruction, masonry 
repointing, conservation of 22 art-glass doors and windows. 



t^A'H LEVEL 

GROMD LEVEL 

The |)lan oi the hoii.se shows 
Wright's geniiis for arranging 
spates for mavini i in i visual effect 
and Inr separation o f funaions. 
The long, secluded entr\' channel 
along the north side o f the house 
compresses a visitor's perception, s») 
that upon entr)', the sensation o l 
opening up is enhanced. 

were fabricated and mounted The mechanical systems were 
updated, and climate management and sprinkling systems 
were installed. The building also was checked out to make sure 
it could withstand the rigors of assembly occupancy Here, 
Wright's construction proved hardy Only one non-originai 
steel beam had to be replaced to support the weight of visiting 
throngs to the museum 

These early projects were boosted by two large grants, 
$250,000 from Save America's Treasures and $2 million from the 
State of Illinois 

"That's the easy money," said Sweeney "It's to keep the 
water from pouring in" 

The next phase, the interior restoration, has been creeping 
along as funds are available So far, every room has received 
some degree of attention Two bedrooms and bath in the 
servants' wing, the third-floor bedrooms and baths, and the 
second-floor guestroom and bath are nearly completed The 
work IS detailed and tedious 

"It's the kind of thing where people say, Why does it cost 
so much?" said Sweeney "One of the most expensive Hems is 
paint stripping It should be simple, but we're leaving the wood 
undisturbed and stripping all the plaster between it and having 
to remove three or four coats" 

Also, because of increased foot trafhc, the wood floors need 
to be hand-stripped and hand-sanded to avoid diminishing their 
thickness, she explained. 

On the To-Do list are re-creating interior finishes and paint 
colors, conserving historic plaster and custom-matching missing 
plaster, conserving 118 art-glass windows and sashes, and custom-
fabricating 70 brass light fixtures, numerous built-ins and five 
immense carpets. Very last are the hardscaping and landscaping 

"I've been able to get enough smaller grants to feel we're 
still moving forward," Sweeney said. "If we weren't, I'd be worried 
about i t " 

One example is the Underwriters Laboratories' grant to 
clean, restore and UL label 29 original light fixtures so they can 
be installed. 

"We're on our hnal (fundraising) push for the interior, but 
we're in our quiet phase, where you're going out face-to-face ask
ing for dollars" said Sweeney "It's too bad we're not going to be 
ready for the 100-year anniversary, but we're celebrating program-
matically We're getting a lot of people in here and telling them th( 
story of the Robie House and why it needs what it does" 

Mike jackson, FAIA, acting chief of the Preservation Services! 
Division of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, understand 
what the Trust is going through He served as project manager 
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when the Wright-designed DanaThomas House in Springfield 
was restored in 1990. 

"This Isn't an uncommon problem/' he said. "We promote 
the centennial of a buildingas be ingapoin t in t i m e t o d o a 
restoration, but it depends on fundraising It's symbolically 
nice, but missmg by one or two years isn't an issue within 
the relative long term of a resource. Getting it done is what's 
important." 

Fortunately, the only penalty for not hnishing the Robie 
House this year is the emotional one. The one deadline came 
from the University, which required building stabilization as a 
condition of the lease, and it was met years ago. 

Sweeney is optimistic that the delay won't signihcantly 
impact the hnal cost, which was calculated at somewhere 

Historical photos o f Robie House (above and left) show how it nestled 
into its setting on a tree-lined residential street. In the decades since, 
the character o f the street has become more urban and collegiate. Today 
Robie commands respect; the far larger business school bui ld ing across 
die street—the design o f Rafael V ino ly—t ips its hat to Wrights creation, 
w i th a series o f horizontal masses projecting toward and reflecting the 
master's work. 

between $10 million and S i i million Nor is she expecting 
any serious surprises. But she won't speculate about when 
the project wil l be entirely hnished, 

"We're pleased," she said. "We would have loved to 
move ahead with faster fundraising. In some ways there 
is advantage to not having the money. If we had all the 
money upfront, t ime can push you to make the wrong 
decisions. The more time you have, the more thoughtful 
decisions you can make" C \ 

In July the F r a r W ^ ^ o W r i g h t Preservation Trust will 
release an extended photographic essay about Robie 
House in book form Frank Lloyd Wright's Robie House 
with photos by architecture photographerTim Long, 
showcases the interior and exterior design elements 
of the house that many scholars calls Wright's declara 

t ion of indigenous American design The book wil l also 
include historical photos of the structure. Pulitzer Prize-
winning architecture critic Paul Goldberger wrote the 
book's foreword, in which he explores the way Wright's 
philosophy is made manifest in Robie House. Frank 
Lloyd Wright's Robie House will be available for $19.99 
at www.shopwright org and at the Preservation Trust's 
stores in Oak Park and at Robie House. 
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ALL FOR THREE, 
AND THREE FOR ALL 
The new-model firm BKL is a co aborative designed for a new era 

By Thomas Kerwin. FAIA 
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"Ihrec entities came together t») l ) inh 
BKl . . At far left are develof)crs Jim 
lu)e\venberg (left in photo) and 
Davii l (Marlins ol M;tgellan. At near 
left are architects David Brinin.sRX)l 
(left in photo) and Bntd Lynch, 
whose f i rm folilcd into the new 
organization. Seen alone is Tom 
Kerwin, formerly o f S O M . jo in ing 
all of them in the large group photo 
is David Carlins ( I x j i i om left in 
photo), a top M.igellan executive. 

The groans were audible f rom Copenhagen to Daley Plaza that day last 
October when the International Olympic Committee eliminated Chicago 
from contention to host the 2016 Summer Games. At the time it didn't seem 
like much good could come out of the crushing defeat. There was noway 
around it. The spirits of those of us, who spent years to win the right to host 
the games and traveled thousands of miles to be part of the celebration, 
were as flat as week-old champagne. 

Over time, the gloom has dissipated, especially as it became clear that 
good things were coming out of Chicago's Olympic quest For one thing, 
agenerat ion of Chicago professionals found strength in theirabi l i ty to 
successfully collaborate, liked the way the pieces f i t ,and discovered what 
turned out to be new mult idiscipl inary ways of getting things done 

During the run-up to the Olympic bid, I had grown close to two 
exceptional Chicago-based architects: David Brininstool, AIA, and Brad 
Lynch. I also found a remarkable number of powerful ideas coming from 
the team at Magellan Development, co-CEOs Jim Loewenbergand Joel 
Carlins' multidimensional Chicago-based hrm Together, we have done 

some exceptional work on plans fora lakefrontOlympic 
Village and other innovative housing options When Chicago 
wasn't picked for the Games, it seemed a shame not to 
carry on what became an increasingly exciting business 
conversation Our talks took us beyond the Olympics and on 
to a series of innovative business models part icularly as they 
related to large-scale, high-end development These ongoing 
talks between Lynch, Brininstool, Magellan and me, were 
taking us toward a strategic teaming that could col lectively 
give us the abi l i ty to scout, bid, design, permit, finance, 
build and sell the high-end residential components that 
are becoming an increasingly important part of successful 
worldwide urban developments 

This collection of powerful ly complementary skill sets 
led us inevitably, it now seems, to a decision to take our post-
Olympic dreams and turn them into something tangible the 
January 2010 announcement of a new Chicago-based hrm 
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Among ihe architects, Kerwin (center) provides a solid tierwork of international contacts, 

while Lynch (left) and Brininstoo! supply the high-st>'le dt*sign expertise. 

called Brininstoot Kerwm and Lynch. What is unique about BKL 
goes beyond great architecture and a powerful understanding 
of the business of architecture. It also draws strength from a 
strategic alliance wi th the powerhouse Chicago real estate 
developer Magellan, which has enabled us, in a remarkably 
short t ime, to bring to life a highly competi t ive architecture 
and design firm. Here, we collectively feel, is a new design 
model uniquely shaped to match the dif f icult requirements 
of as tough a business climate as we have witnessed in our 
professional lifetimes. 

My role as BKL's managing principal is an evolutionary 
step beyond my near quarter century at SOM as architect, 
project manager and managing partner One area of 
developmentand design that I can claim to have fostered 
at SOM is a deeper understanding and broader vocabulary 
involvinga numberof design business-related issues.These 
took form in my decision to enroll at Northwestern University's 
Kellogg School of Management Kellogg teaches a wide range 
of strategic business skills that help close the seemingly 
unbridgeable chasm between great architecture and design 
business survival. These include sophisticated modeling 
methods and the abil i ty to apply macroeconomic principles 
to the establishment and running of a global architectural 
practice. 

As a part of the Kellogg program, I learned to use many 
of the corporate tools used by sophisticated business clients, 
learning how various kinds of f inancing and types of staging 
could be invaluable to the decision-making process. Ultimately, 
as a part of reckoning wi th the business of design, I came 
to understand how an architect speaking the language of 
business could provide a crucial advantage in helping clients 
formulate their own programs, as well as achieve the comfort 
levels capable of maximizing project value and extending 
the life of professional relationships. The latter is particularly 

useful for overseas projects, particularly in China and 
other parts of Asia, where a deeper business vocabulary 
enables enhanced communicat ion as well as the ability to 
successfully navigate crit ical economic cycles and often-
difficult, t ime-and cash-consuming negotiations. 

Here, not coincidentally, was the same kind of 
developmental nimbleness that was easy to recognize 
in projects such as Chicago's various Lakeshore East 
developments, and in so many of the luxury mixed-
use projects that made Magellan Development an 
acknowledged leader These were the kinds of core 
strengths that, from our earliest discussions, led us to 
recognize how drawing on Magellan's expertise and 
financial solidity could help our new hrm sidestep the 
current downturn in the American building market. 

It came to us that there might be a new model that 
included Magellan's developmental expertise with my 
own architectural business experience leavened by an 
important design talent packaged togetherand taken 
global. Itseemed logical that the intel l igentapplication of 

sound development principles would allow us to compete 
in the plethora of geographies where the transition from 
agriculture-based economies to a manufacturing- and 
service-based model had created an enormous niche for the 
kind of high-end, mixed-use projects for which Magellan is 
renowned. 

Not that there's anyth ing simple about taking a 
business global. What did help sort things out was a series 
of conversations wi th Jim Loewenberg, FAIA, and his 
partner at Magellan, President David Carlins. Very prolihc in 
Chicago, Magellan possesses a unique talent in construction, 
development and financing, which made it hard for me to 
resist an offer from Magellan to help fund an innovative 
new firm that would enable them to export their strengths 
in luxury mixed-use development. My own take on the offer 
was that rather than recruit employees, I should look for true 
design partners whose architectural strengths could amplify 
Magellan's and my own 

As a fan and close observer of Chicago-style architecture 
and development, I had come to recognize Brad Lynch and 
David Brininstool as two of our region's most talented 
designers Their two decades of work around Chicago are 
rooted in modernism and represent the kind of outstanding 
level of work that was always the bot tom line at SOM Lynch 
and Brinmstool's work is, in fact, as excit ing as anything I've 
seen anywhere in the world, suffering only from the fact that 
it hadn't reached far beyond eastern Wisconsin, where their 
2003 Racine Art Museum is recognized as one of the nation's 
great new civic spaces. 

It seemed to me that this lack of exposure was a problem 
that we could overcome My initial task, therefore, became 
to find ways to package the work of Lynch and Brininstool 
within the context of the developmental genius of Magellan, 
and take the result on the road to places where the need for 
high-end mixed-use development was the greatest. 
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For me, the BKL model is a dream come true. After 23 
years working in one of the world's largest design firms, I was 
hungry for an environment that was less corporate and more 
entrepreneurial. It seemed to me that here was an opportunity 
to set in motion the kind of nimble business model that gives us 
room to move and an abi l i ty to recast ourselves at the blink of an 
economic upturn. 

As great an idea as it was, the BKL deal took time and could 
easily have foundered. The fragil i ty had more to do with the 
delicate balance that needed to be struck, one m which all three 
entities, Magellan, Brininstool+Lynch and I, felt that terms were 
favorableand in all of our best interests As business and civic 
leader Pat Ryan eloquently advises, every successful deal has 
symmetry, and hnding symmetry among the three parties was 
crucial From a business standpoint we were on terra incognito, 
there was no real industry model for the kind of multifaceted 
organization we were try ing to create We needed to come to 
terms with big issues like corporate governance, the capital 
structure of the hrm, our compensation model, and what 
resources would be retained by each of the three entities. In the 
end, everything was handled in a spirit of fairness, smoothed 
out by the exceptional chemistry that had drawn us together 
in the first place. The outcome is a business model that is new 
and designed expressly to slice easily through today's rough 
economic seas 

It is also, important ly, an inclusive model that is open 
and welcoming to collaborations wi th other developers and 
architects The quest for the Olympic Games taught us that 
bringing together the best minds and talents is generally more 
rewarding than each of us work ing alone. At its core, the business 

world is defined by competi t ion. At the same time, col laborat ion 
wi th our sometime-competitors is of ten the place where real 
rewards are possible. Nor are we necessarily talking about a 
financial payday, but rather an opportuni ty both to make great 
urban environments and to reap the interpersonal rewards of a 
successful collaborative effort. 

These days I am traveling a lot, spreading the word about 
BKL in potential markets in Asia, Europe, North America and 
beyond. Having learned long ago that an ongoing on the ground 
presence is essential for offshore architectural success, we are 
in the process of forming strategic local alliances in places like 
China, Korea and Vietnam. We have already won projects w i th a 
Dutch-based developer and have formalized a three-way strategic 
alliance wi th Magellan and Korea's Hanwha E&C. The former 
IS in Chicago, and the latter illustrates an important strategic 
consideration: As longas U S. capital markets remain t ight , it is 
essential to uncover opportunit ies to work with internat ional 
developers who have more ready access to capital than their 
American counterparts. 

But whether it is a project in Asia or one here in Chicago, BKL 
wil l f irst of all be the showcase for an "all for one and one for 
al l" business philosophy. When we compete it wi l l be w i t h the 
powerful competit ive advantage of Magellan's hnancial backing, 
my own hard-won international business expertise, and the 
spectacular design talent that Lynch and Brininstool br ing to the 
architectural table C\ 

In January, Tom Kerwin, FAIA, left SOM after 23 years to launch 
Brininstool, Kerwin and Lynch. He is the firm's managing principal. 

The mix ot abilities and 
styles that the three 

parent firms brought 
together spawns a 

new firm that bliir.s 
conventional Ixjundarics 

bet\veen architects, 
developers and builders. 
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DcStefano PartncR Joseph Gon/ii lcv. FAIA. designed the 
Metnipol i ta i i Park apannicnts in Cjrand l l i ipids, M ich . , to h r inga 
llourisli I.) a neighborhood known ;is 'Avenue o f the Arts." Masonrv at 
tlie base- n)ots the structure it i its traditional surroundings, while unc 
and cemciu board spt-ak o f the contemporary goals for the project. 

Three affordable housing programs are both contextual and contemporary 
By Laurie Petersen 

M\ images courtes)- o f the firms 
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U nti l recently, if the terms "modernism" 
and "affordable housing" were used in 
the same sentence, there was usually a 
negative modiher. The disastrous fate of 
the CHA's massive projects created an 

indelible image of soulless slabs looming over forbidding 
expanses of asphalt. As these projects began to come 
down in the 1990s, both public and nonprofit developers 
of affordable housing vowed to recreate tradit ional 
neighborhoods. Concrete and punched windows were 
out; gables, bay windows and front porches were in. 

The tradit ional idiom that was in favorthroughout 
the housing market has been giving way toa more 
modern expression—but wi th a respect for context that 
was often lacking in the era of urban renewal. These three 
projects demonstrate that shift. Rather than creating 
isolated objects, they respectand reinforcethe scaleand 
proportions of the neighborhood streetscape and the 
city grid. "We try to make them contextual and modern at 
the same time," says Peter Landon, FAIA, of Landon Bone 
Baker. He adds that residents of affordable housing want 
their buildings to "fit in" but "want to feel like they are 
moving forward in the world, too." 

Landon's Rosa Parks Homes and Johnson & Lee's Dr. 
King Legacy Apartments are both underconstruction in 
Chicago, where city government has eased its insistence 
on tradit ional design elements. Philip Johnson, AIA, says 
"the success of Millennium Park made Mayor Daley look 
at modernism again." In Grand Rapids, Michigan, the 
government expressly wanted a "cool" contemporary 
design to lure people back to the city, and joe Gonzalez, 
FAIA, was happy to comply. Whether encouraged 
or merely tolerated by local governments, this new 
modernism—contemporary in appearance, but hewing to 
time-tested urban design principles—is changing the face 
of affordable housing 

Honoring a Legacy 
The client for the Dr. King Legacy Apartments, the 
Lawndale Christian Development Corporation, has taken 
on the unusual task of creatingahistoricdistr ict wi thout 
any physical landmarks. Development of the Mart in 
Luther King Memorial District will honortheintangible 
substance of the site's history even though the buildings 
are no longer there. 

Ihe exterior o f the King apartments updates the neighhorhood's traditional rows 
a metaphor for imity among jx."ople o f different races. 

S. Avers Avenue 

S. Hamlin Avenue 

The Dr. K ing I.egacy apanmcnts are pan o f a planned memorial district 
honoring Dr. Mart in Luther King's work in C^hicagos ghettoes. The U-shapcd 
plan is intended to restore commercial and pedestriim v i td i t ) - to a one-t ime 
shopping district, and provides parking in the rear. K ing and his t i imily lived in 
an apanment at about where the word Haml in is at the bo t t om o f this image. 

In 1966 Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. brought his crusade for 
social justice to the North, choosing Chicago's overcrowded 
Lawndale neighborhood as a base for protests against 
segregation and urban slum conditions. He and his family 
moved into a three-flat at 1550 S. Hamlin and lived there for 
several months, it was the only place he ever resided in the 
North. His activities in Chicago marked his elevation f rom a 
regional to a national leader. 

The Dr. King Legacy Apartments wil l anchor the King 
Memorial D is t r ic tw i thamixed-usecomplexon 16th Street 
that provides 45 rental units above six commercial spaces. 
The retail spaces wil l be leased at affordable rents to local 
businesses, except for 1550 5. Hamlin, which wil l be the 
Martin Luther King Fair Housing Center, featuring permanent 
and temporary exhibits. Pylons outside the bui ld ing wi l l 
describe the historic significance of this address. Other 
features planned for the four-acre, three-block-long distr ict 
area memorial park, a job training center, a l ibrary and new 
trees lining 16th Street. 

The parti isessential lyaseriesof connected six-flats 
wrapping around both side streets to form a centra l 

o f greystones and brick multi-f lat buildings. The multi-colored br ick is 
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courtyard that includes parking, bicycle racks and a tot lot With a 
module size of 35 by 70 feet, the units are shallower than tradit ional 
Chicago six-flats. Each unit has both a front and back door, the latter 
leading to a small balcony or terrace The variety of plans includes 
two-, three- and four-bedroom layouts Johnson prefers the six-
flat conhguration to a long shared corridor because "there is less 
anonymity"—and therefore more security—when only six units 
share the public spaces. The units wil l be a mixture of affordable and 
market rate, wi th 10 of them designated for Section 8 tenants 

The exterior appearance was driven in part by the client's desire 
for, in the words of executive director Kim Jackson, "an important 
piece of architecture for the neighborhood, with a modern-day twist 
that takes it to the next level." Multicolored bricks are a metaphor 
for King's message of interracial harmony 

"Green" is also a symbolic color for the project It will be certihed 
Energy Star rather than LEED Silver, partly to avoid the expenses 
of paperwork and of commissioning. As a planned development, 
over 50% of the roof surfaces must be vegetated Rain barrels at the 
base of most downspouts provide water to common green spaces 
at ground level. Tankless water heaters and Energy Star appliances 
and mechanicals will minimize util ity costs, which are paid by the 
tenants. Jackson points out that housing affordabil i ty means "not 
only the amount of the rent, but how much it costs to stay there" 

Getting Tenants to See Green 
Another project named for a civil rights icon, the Rosa Parks Homes 
consists of eight buildings on scattered sites in the West Humboldt 
Park neighborhood There are a total of 94 units, all of them 
affordable rentals available to households of varying income levels. 
The majority have two or three bedrooms, to address the scarcity of 
inexpensive rental apartments suitable forfamil ies. 

Peter Landon says, "Our hrm is t ry ing to hgure out how to do a 
bui lding that is super-green, super-efhcient, and affordable—when 
you putal l that together,you getacontemporary bui lding"The 

The design o f the Ros;i Parks Homes, seen in diree images on this 

page, also updates familiar neighlxuhood exteriors. Brick faces wi th 

hays are typical o f the neigliborhood, but here the bays take on a 

more contemporan.' rhythm and cladding. 

f l 

process is facilitated by the fact that client Bickerdike Redevelopment 
Corporation has its own construction company, especially regarding the 
key goal of energy efhciency: a tight building envelope. Landon states 
categorically: "the base building is 95% of being green." He adds that with 
improvements in insulation and other construction techniques, it has 
actually become more difhcult to get grants for green technology such as 
geoexchange because they now have a relatively smaller hnancial payback 
Landon says that all of the buildings at Rosa Parks are functionally 
equivalent to LEED Silver, although they are only undertaking the 
certihcation process for one of them That building will include a solar hot 
water system and eight geoexchange wells that supply heat pumps. 

.1 

Bickerdike manages all its own properties, giving the organization a 
holistic perspective of sustainability issues. Executive director Joy Arugete 
points to the need to educate both maintenance staff and residents about 
green productsand technology used in the buildings. Staff must notonly 
learn to operate new equipment, they need to knowaboutappropriate 
updates when units turn over, such as low VOC paints and carpeting 
"Green is not a snapshot in time," Arugete says "Where it really counts is 
over the years" 

Bickerdike hasa multipronged approach to educatingtenants. ADVD 
was filmed at the Rosa Parks homes when the hrst building opened, with 
the site manager touring residents through the units, showing them the 
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green features Newcomers meet w i th the 
green tenant organizer to learn everythinj 
from how to clean bamboo floors to why 
the bathrooms have fans with timers 
rather than on-off switches. Arugete says 
the emphasis is less on saving the planet 
than on conveying that "this is a healthy 
place foryou and your kids." 

Their efforts in this area are being 
aided by Daniel Splaingard, who recently 
began a 3-year-long Enterprise Rose 
Architectural Fellowship wi th the firm. 
Analumnusof Auburn University and the 
Rural Studio, Splaingard is updating and 
improving the tenant manual to include 
more drawings and graphics. 

Splaingard isalso Bickerdike's liaison toarchi-treasures, which 
hopes to conductcommunity workshops that will result in publ icart for 
the buildings. Possibilities include a mosaic depicting Rosa Parks next 
tooneo f the frontdoors ora series of custom-designed posters for the 
common hallways. Hedescribes the process as "notabout 'making s tu f f 
but about social engagement through the vehicle of 'stuff-making'" 

Scaling Up a Michigan Module 
In cities that lack Chicago's vibrancy, affordable housing can be a 
tool toat t ractnew residents. UnderGovernorJenniferGranholm, 
Michigan launched a "Cool Cities" program to make some of the state's 
urban areas appealing to young knowledge workers and creative 
professionals. The Metropolitan Park Apartments were developed in 
downtown Grand Rapids to provide distinctive modern housing that is 
affordable for students and artists, among others. 

Designed by joseph Gonzalez, now a Design Principal at DeStefano 
Partners, the four-story building has eight three-bedroom townhouses 
on the hrst two floors and 16 two-bedroom apartments above. Parking 
at the back includes covered spaces tucked under the second floor of 
the building that provide direct access to back doors of the townhouses. 
The planning module was developed from the i9-foot-6-inch width 
required by two parking spaces. "The car is often overlooked In planning 
affordable housing," Gonzalez says 

The building creates a fresh new image for a neighborhood that has 
been renamed the"Avenue of the Arts" district Material choices were 
guided by the trinity of sustainability, aesthetics and cost. Amasonry 
base provides traditional grounding while horizontal bands of zinc and 
unadorned planes of cement board convey a modern sensibility. The 
zinc panels are cost-effective because their width is that of a standard 
coil. Kalwall is used for the vertical circulation zone to provide natural 
light to the common areas. 

Thoughtful massing creates a lively street fagade at minimal cost. 
The townhouses have individual entries that engage the sidewalk, 
and recessed terraces above. Bright red vertical panels separate each 
pair of two-story units, providing an inexpensive shot of color Further 
interest is provided by the angled prohle of the upper floorsand by the 
recessed "slot" of the common entrance. Working with the developer 
and contractorfrom the outset, construction costs were held to S90 per 
square foot. 

Gonzalez envisions die MeuDpoIitan Park model being adapted u, 
difl^er^nt settings and configurations. The design (seen in seaion) calls for 
retail or commercial space on the two lower levels. 

"With the success of Metropol i tan 
Park, we thought of other places we 
could apply this modular plan, and 
realized it lends itself to the standard 
Chicago block," Gonzalez says. He 
developed schemes for full, half or 
quarter blocks wi th dif ferent heights, 
parking arrangements, fagade designs 
and ground floor options that include 
retail. The height could be increased 
and additional parking provided 
underground, by going down half a level, 
green space would be created on the roof 
of the parking deck. If the hrst f loor was 

commercial space, the floor above could 
bean office or studio, or combined into a 

double-heightvenue for a restaurant or gallery 

The scheme could even be expanded to create an entire neighbor
hood Gonzalez developed a concept for the proposed Olympic Village 
on the site of the former Michael Reese Hospital. Similar to the 2016 plan, 
his proposal maintains Chicago's street grid but replaces the series of 
residential towers wi th buildings of varying conhgurations and heights, 
creating a pedestrian-friendly neighborhood. Education, retai l , l ibrary, 
park and sports functions complement the housing component to cre
ate a comprehensive communi ty environment. His plan is designed as 
individual blocks that could be developed by different entities. C \ 

Between modules at Metropol i tan Park, Kalwall panels allow natural l ight in to 
venical circulation areas. Red panels that div ide one home f rom another prov ide a 
dash o f bold color. 
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The Practice 

MAKING THE HAND-OFF 
Impact of the econonny on cashing out and buying in 

By Paul M. Lurie 

Owners of architectural firms wil l someday depart either voluntarily 
or involuntarily. How will they fund their retirement? Who will lead the 
firm and preserve its legacy in future generations?These are questions 
addressed by ownership transition planning. 

Since the publication in 2002 of the third edition of my book,Owner
ship Transition: Options and Strategies, uncertain economic times have 
created the need for a new way to look at ownership transition plan
ning. Here are some points to consider 

Owners incorrectly assume that they will fund their retirement 
through a cash buyout of their equity over a short term. Cash sales to 
outside firms are usually unattractive to most owners of architectural 
hrms. Most buyers are unwill ing to buy anything other than hard and 
depreciated assets unless there is a predictable cash How—a difficult re
quirement Further, outsiders compensate former owners usually based 
on performance—a requirement inconsistent with someone thinking 
about slowing down. 

The owner's firm is also seldom a source of retirement cash Most 
hrms distribute their excess cash over working capital in the form of 

compensation such as year-end bonuses. Maintaining cash as reserves 
for retirement is unusual, Unless the hrm is growing, continued drainin 
of cash to compensate owners may not leave enough cash to satisfy 
key employees. 

The best sources of retirement cash are tax qualified plans and 
agreements of key employees to purchase equity. Key employee pur 
chases are usually based on an assumption that the hrm will finance 
such purchases from bonus monies. For marginally profitable firms, thi 
can be a problem if there is not enough compensation cash for both 
selling owners and purchasing employees. 

An excellent source of retirement funds are qualihed corporate 
plans such as 40i(a)s, managed by the hrm or through individual IRAs in 
various forms Many firms offer 40i(k)s as their primary retirement vehicli 
with no employer contributions. The choice of plan manager often is 
made with little analysis on fund performance or the fees charged by 
such managers. In these "off-the-shelf" plans, there are minimal opportu
nities for the investor to influence the investment holdings. As a result, 
many architects are disappointed by the amount of retirement funds 
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, created by such plans Now more than ever, owners need to establish these 
I vehicles early enough to take advantage of their tax savings compound
ing Firm cash flow should be managed to fully fund those plans every year 
Choosing the right plan and investment adviser and watching performance 
should be carefully considered and discussed with the hrm's trusted advisors. 

Older owners need to understand that "retirement" today may 
involve working in a changed environment. Older owners need to under 
stand that "retirement" today may involve a need to continue to work, but 
without the same degree of management control and with their manage
ment responsibilities having been transferred to others Sales to outsiders 
seldom provide this flexibility. Planning for this scenario requires constant 
attention, long before retirement is contemplated to occur "Maintaining 
control," long an excuse used at architecture hrms to avoid transition plan
ning, can be poorly understood by owners. As part of planning, persons 
who controlled their compensation by reason of corporate control can 
liquidate their equity and use contracts to protect their compensation. 

The need for insurance funded buy-sell agreements. A standard 
requirementof anyclosely held business, such as most architectural hrms, 
is life insurance on the lives of owners and a buy-sell agreement using this 
insurance to finance a purchase of their ownership interests in the event of 
death. If there is no insurancefunded buy/sell agreement requiring equity 
redemption for death or disability, those events will cause ownership to pass 
to the estate of the owner or to a disabled owner If the owner does not have 
a will or trust agreement, then the ownership interest will be divided among 
the surviving spouse and children or their guardians These situations can 
interfere with critical firm decision-making, which can be traumatic for the 
firm and the affected families, especially if insurance is inadequate. 

Employees must understand the meaning and timing of equity 
ownership. If key employees are to stay and to buy equity, owners need 
to sell employees on the reasons why buy-in is a good investment Does 
ownership of equity give enhanced job security? Increased compensa
tion? Participation in profit and loss? Does it give a right to participate 
in management? When will the employees be able to obtain equity and 
what wil l be the terms? How long do existing owners intend to remain in 
controP Poor communication on these issues can lead valuable employ
ees to leave because their future is not clear. 

The most important task in transition planning is not valuation, 
but reaching planning consensus on financial goats, including accept
able prices and terms. Many architects wrongfully believe that a formal 
valuation of the firm is the first step in planning While such valuation 
may be interesting and expensive, it seldom is very useful because the 
value opinions of most firms are so subjective and conditional because 
their cash flows are difficult to predict The most important task in 
ownership transition planning is reaching consensus on financial issues 
among the stakeholders who often have different financial needs. An 
experienced transition facilitator, with skills in group dynamics, can help 
speed the process and create a win/win solution. These persons are often 
lawyers, accountants or management consultants. C \ 

Paul M. Lurie is a partner in tiie law firm of Schiff Hardin LLP's Construction 
Industry Group's ownersfiip transition practice. He is an ownership transi
tion facilitator in a practice that also includes attorneys expehenced in 
benefits and tax planning estate planning and architecture firm registra
tion issues that affect ownership 
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The Spec Sheet 

ARCHITECTS' TOP MODEL 
A look at how one firm made its biggest 
mode ever, fast 

MARK J. FRISCH, AIA, and CAROLINE A. WOLSKE 

As architects, we are accustomed to a structured linear timeline 
punctuated by a series of milestones. A project starts with an idea, winds 
its way through the design development process, and eventually leads to 
the construction of a building. 

In the fall of 2009, my hrm, the architecture, planning and interior 
design hrm Solomon Cordwell Buenz, was commissioned to translate our 
design for a new airport city in Al Ain, UAE into a presentation model The 
phasing and workflow of this project were anything but customary, the 
conceptualization, design and construction of the model followed aseries 
of overlapping lines rather than a single linear path. 

The model took six weeks to construct from conceptualization to 
completion. It was a multifaceted effort requiring a model maker, two 
urban planners, hve architects, a host of consultants and a collection of 
integrated design techniques. Eventually this became a hrm-wide effort in 
a hurried pursuit to build the largest physical model in the hrm's history, 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHALLENGES 

Directed by SCB's model studio, the organizational challenges entailed a 
variety of issues. Multiple consulting hrms contributed from around the 
city and country, requiring real-time information in order to complete 
their tasks. Given the size (13 feet x 26 feet) and scale (1:2500) of the model, 
the matenals and supplies were sourced from multiple vendors, reflecting 
a "just in time" assembly line approach. The logistics of developing 
workflows, staging materials and scheduling manpower added to the 
complexity of producing a highly detailed model. Developing new digital 
modeling techniques "on the fly" was required to meet tight timelines and 
demanding detail. Air freight requirements necessitated that the model 
be broken into 21 modular pieces, each measuring 4 feet- 3 inches x 3 feet 
9 inches. 

SOFTWARE 

Maintaining a very high level of quality was critical to the client. In order 
to overcome the time limitation imposed by the schedule, a plethora of 
software and modeling techniques was utilized during the design and 
production process. A signihcant portion of the model was covered by 
vast sand du ne valleys that are inherent to the region, and modeling these 
accurately was a challenge for the team. There is no simple modeling 

The extra-lai^ model, measuring 13 ft. b)' 26 ft., depicts Al Ain, a planned new airport cit)' in th< 
United Arab Emirates. 

technique to represent these land features, so new methods to create this 
undulating landscape had to be developed. 

As part of a multistep process, the sand dunes were identified 
in an aerial satellite photo to determine their approximate size and 
composition. Black and white images were then exported from Google 
Earth and manipulated in Adobe Photoshop to determine the high 
and low points of the topography. The image was translated into 3D 
Studio Max, where a three-dimensional manipulation of the light and 
dark values (k-values) of the satellite image was created to form the 
individual contours of the dunes. Eventually, the hie was exported f rom 
the 3D software and translated to a "numerical code" recognized by the 
Computer Numerical Control (CNC) router High-density foam was routed 
to reflect the exact conhguration of the dunes at the time of the image 

RAPID PROTOTYPING 

While the dunes were being created, modeling techniques had to be 
developed prior to the hnalization of the design In order to construct 
certain pieces of the model, three-dimensional drawings were created 
in AutoCAD and Google Sketch-Up. They were then exported to rapid 
prototyping software to produce three-dimensional objects. The process 

Photos coiines)' o f the firm 
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Architects' Top Model 
continued from page 41 

is similar to an Inkjet printer in which layers of a hne powder — in this case, resin — 
are selectively bonded by laying down an adhesive from a printer head in the shape 
of each cross section of the 3D hie Ultimately these bits and pieces addeda critical 
level of detail to the model 

A n Auto C A D layout plan helped the designers determine where to position the assorted colored fiber 

opt ic aibles that denote different zones on the model. 

FIBER OPTICS 
Because the model was to be used to illustrate a city of varying components, it was 
importanttoconsider how these elements were going to be described in its hnal 
format Key sections of the model were illuminated by varying colored fiber optics 
to help distinguish one zone of the model from another Lighting concepts were 
developed creating a layout plan in AutoCAD to determine where the hberoptics 
were to be placed on the model. 

Eventually 3,562 holes for the light points were laser cut into the acrylic bases, 
through which hber could be strung by hand. Each hber was 8 feet in length, 
resulting in the use of approximately 28,000 feet of hber for the entire model. The 
dimension that the hbers extended about the surface of the model was tested 
to ensure that the signage would work Thirteen of the 21 modules had a bundle 
of cables which terminated into 15 individual light sources The light sources 
were coupled together via quick release cables. Since many of the lighting areas 
bridged multiple modules, the control panel had to be designed to recognize this 
complexity 

WHAT IT ALL MEANS 
The hnal product foreshadows the move our profession is making in delivering 
architecture through integrated design processes facilitated by robust software 
platforms. In the end, the model became a testament to the ability of a large 
network of collaborators working side by side and contributing to the construction 
of an intricate piece of work C \ 

t^AarkJ. Frisch, AIA, is a principal and Caroline A. Wolske, LEEDAP, is an intern 

architect at Solomon Cordwell Buenz. 
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CHICAGOARCHITECT GUIDE TO SOURCES + RESOURCES 

TREAT ME WRIGHT 

(PAGE 26 ) 

NOT YOUR FATHER'S MODERNISM 

(PAGE 34) 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT PRESERVATION TRl)ST FUNDRAISING, 
ARCHITEQURE AND PROGRAM OPERATIONS 
ARCHITECT KAREN A. SWEENEY: FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT PRES
ERVATION T R U S T D I R E Q O R OF RESTORATION AND FACILITIES 
S T R U a U R A L ENGINEER ROGERH.RECKERS-TGRWA,LLC, 
CHICAGO, ILL 

GE NE RAL CONTRACTOR BULLEY AND ANDREWS LLC 
CHICAGO, ILL 
MECHANlCAi ENGINEER MARK NUSSBAUM-ARCHITEQURAL 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS, OAK PARK, ILL 

BERNHARD WOODWORK LTD, NORTHBROOK, ILL 

WINDOW AND DOOR CONSERVATION RESTORATION WORKS, 

KANKAKEE, ILL. 

HARDWARE RESTORATION A L B A R R W I L M E n E , W I L M E n E , I L L 

JP PHILLIPS, FRANKLIN PARK, ILL. 

DEARBORN TILE, CHICAGO, ILL 

HERITAGE FLOORING INC, DEERFIELD, ILL 

jAMES MANSFIELD AND SONS, LYONS, ILL 

PAINTING NATIONAL DECORATING -OAKBROOK, ILL 

PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL FETTES,LOVE 

&SIEBEN, CHICAGO, ILL 

ART GLASS COf. COLORSMITH, RIVERSIDE, ILL 

LUDOWICI TILE, NEW LENOX, OHIO 

BRICKS BELDEN BRICK, CANTON,OHIO 

US HERITAGE, CHICAGO, ILL. 

• * AMERICAN RESTORATION TILE, 

MABELVALE,ARIZ 

U\WNDALE CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
D E V E L O P M E N T T E A M : LAWNDALE CHRISTIAN DEVELOP

MENT CORPORATION, SAFEWAY COMPANIES, THE WEST SIDE 
FEDERATION 

ARCHIT- • JOHNSONS LEE A R C H I T E Q S W N N E R S 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR SAFEWAY COMPANIES 

S T R U a U R A L E N G I N E E R PERRY&ASSOCIATES 

MECHANlCAUELEaRlCAUPLUMBlNG GALLOWAY LTD 

^ G I N E E R PRISM ENGINEERING, INC 

ROSA PARKS HOMES 
OWNER/DEVELOPtf- BICKERDIKE REDEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 

LANDON BONE BAKER ARCHITECTS 

G E N E R A L C O N T R A C T O R HUMBOLDTCONSTRUQION 

COMPANY 

S T R U C T U R A L FfidliJl IK GFGR, INC 

M E C H A N I C A U E L E G R W P L U M B I N G JT.KATRAKIS& 
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PRISM ENGINEERING, INC 
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SERVICES, INC 
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Let Eden Stone Company 
and Valders Stone & Marble 

enhance the environment 
that surrounds you. 

Eden Storio Company 
W4520 Lime Road I Eden. Wl 53019 
P: 800.472.2521 I F: 920.477.7000 

wv7w.edenstone.net 
Valders Stone & Marb le 

318 West Washington Street I Valders, Wl 54245 
P: 800.569.2156 I F: 920.775.4087 

www.valdersstone.com 
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STRUCTION 

A w a r d s G a l a a n d C o c k t a i l P a r t y 

Thursday, May 13, 2010 
Merchandise Mart, 1st Floor 

6:00-8:30 p.m. 
$25.00 per ticket - Purchase tickets online at 
www.chicagosfoodbank.org/canstruction 
Benefiting the Greater Chicago Food Depository 
G_R EATER 

Bring your canned donation to the 
4 | Merchandise Mart and place it in one 

f OD of our Food Depository collection bins 
DEPOSITORY 

Please join us for music, food and cocktails as our 
celebrity judges award the most creative structures. 
Participating Teams: 

Alfred Benesch & Company 

BLDD Architects / Qlbane 
BSA Lifestructures / Maregatti Interiors 
Eckenhoff Saunders /TGRWA / V 3 Companies / Thornton Thomaset t i 
Environmental Systems Design 
Gensler 
HDR 

KJWW Engineering Consultants / Valerio Dewalt Train Associates 
Klein and Hoffman 

Muller+Muller, Ltd / V 3 Companies/George Sollitt Construction Company 
Nagle Hartray Danker Kagan McKay Penney 
RJN Group 

Ruck Pate Architecture / Pepper Construction 
SmithGroup 
Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates 
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MARVIN':4. 
W i n d o w s a n d D o o r s 

Built around you: 

LEELU 
W W V V . I C C I U l c o m 

m 

\ \ 1 

HA' 

ONE OF THE LEADING MARVIN DEALERS IN ILLINOIS 
FOR OVER 20 CONSECUTIVE YEARS! 

Marvin Windows and Doors are unsurpassed in clarity and energy efficiency. Plus, they come standard with the AAMA 
2605 finish, the toughest, longest lasting finish in the industry. Architects require the finest windows, fewest problems, and 
most satisfied clients. Lee Lumber is dedicated to helping you with all three. To prove it, Lee Lumber and Marvin Windows 
will provide you with up to three credit hours of C.E.U. updating. We'll even supply lunch. Lee Lumber has proudly served 
Architects accurately and directly for over 20 years. Put our expertise to work for youl! 

Lee Lumber - NORTH 
3250 North Kedzie, Chicago 

773-509-6700 

Lee Lumber - SOUTH 
633 West Pershing, Chicago 

773-927-8282 

Lee Lumber - INDIANA 
123 W. 93rd Avenue, Crown Point 

219-736-2055 

Spaces and Views Highland Park 
583 Elm Place 
847-681 -0300 

Spaces and Views, Oakbrook Terrace 
17 West 428 22nd Street 

630-782-9999 



Soon after, Harley Ellis, a Detroi t-based 

nat ional f i rm, came cal l ing on Chicago f irms. They 

were interested in hav ing a Chicago o f f i ce By 

merg ing w i th Harley Ellis, our f i rm w o u l d achieve 

about 80 percent of the goals w e had estab

lished in our strategic plan From a business and 

personal g r o w t h perspective, my partners and I 

decided to pursue the merger I became the man

aging principal of the Chicago o f f i ce of Harley Ellis 

Devereaux. 

So in one f o rm or another, I've been w i t h the 

same company now for 30years 

ZE: Why are y o u re t i r ing now?' 

JN: Our company has a pol icy t ha t says w h e n you 

tu rn 65you are to re l inquish 50 percent of your 

ownersh ip . Each consecut ive year a f t e r that , an

other 25 percent. I'm n o t 6 5 y e t , a n d I th ink if the 

economy had been booming , I may have chosen 

to hang a round a c o u p l e moreyears . 

But given the cu r ren t economic c l imate, last 

fal l w h e n I was d o i n g ou r forecast ing, I fe l t t ha t 

now was a bet ter t ime to move on To respond to 

today's economic reali t ies, we recognized a need 

to t r im It was m y decis ion to t r i m a t the t op as 

wel l as at the bo t tom. So a l t h o u g h I had in i t ia l ly 

p lanned to retire ayea r f r om now, it seemed best 

for me to move aside n o w and avoid be ing top-

heavy 

I encouraged my co l league in charge of our 

Det ro i t o fhce to do the same. We b o t h are retir

ing one year early. We are bo th very comfo r t ab le 

w i t h th is plan. 

ZE: Has your re t i r emen t he lped t o avo id fu r ther 

layof fs at the h rm^ 

JN: Yes, but it's also about balance. You can't have 

all ch ie fsand no Indians. Somet imes the owner

ship feels their posit ions are sacred, but tha t 

perspective doesn't con t r ibu te much to a hrm's 

fu ture success. 

Our firm's t ransi t ion plan compels leaders 

w h o are around 60years o ld to begin to ident i fy 

people w h o could potent ia l ly be thei r replace

ment , so that by 63 you should have developed 

a shor t list of viable potent ia l replacements And 

if these people are not already w i t h the f i rm, it's 

t ime to begin looking outs ide the f i rm 

We had everyth ing p lanned and in place to 

make these changes. We've just accelerated the 

process by a year 

John Nelson, FAIA , in his L i n c o l n Park home 

ZE: And w h o w i l l replace y o u as leader o f t h e 

Chicago off ice^ 

JN: Enrique Suarez We've worked together for 

many years 

ZE: How does it feel to retire! ' 

JN: I'm feel ing mixed a b o u t it. I've a lways had a 

lot of interests in and o u t of the of f ice. So even 

t h o u g h I'll be do ing some arch i tec tu re- re la ted 

consu l t ing work , I'm happy t o have t i m e t o pur

sue some of those interests. 

I g o t a k i c k o u t o f w r i t i n g a c h a p t e r in 

Lambda Alpha's recent pub l i ca t i on , "The Plan o f 

Chicago (3) 100" I'd love to do more pro jec ts like 

tha t 

I'm really act ive in a t t e n d i n g mus ic perfor

mances in Chicago, but I've neg lec ted Chicago 

theater a lmost complete ly , a n d here w e are o n e 

of the thea te r capi ta ls of the w o r l d . I l i ve a b o u t 

th ree b locks f r o m S t e p p e n w o l f Thea t re , b u t I 

had to go all the w a y t o New York t o see " A u g u s t ; 

Osage C o u n t y " 

The t i m e is r i gh t f o r me. Some a r c h i t e c t s 

w o r k forever and t h i nk t he w o r l d can ' t l i ve 

w i t h o u t t h e m . If y o u are a s i ng le -name p r a c t i c e , 

like Nelson Arch i tec ts , w h e n Nelson is g o n e t h e 

h r m dies. W h e n I s ta r ted Env i ron I i n t e n t i o n a l l y 

lef t my n a m e o u t of it, I w a n t e d to e s t a b l i s h a f i r m 

t h a t w o u l d ou t l as t me. It wasn ' t a b o u t m e , i t w a s 

a b o u t a t e a m t h a t w o u l d a l w a y s be c h a n g i n g a n d 

evolv ing. 

The g rea tes t sa t i s fac t ion in my c a r e e r h a s 

n o t come f r o m rece iv ing na t i ona l AIA a w a r d s . I 

haven' t w o n t h e m . M a y b e w o r k i n g w i t h o t h e r s 

and t r y i ng t o be a g o o d m e n t o r is w h a t I w a s 

a lways best a t C \ 
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John Nelson, FAIA, shares his thoughts on his career in 
architecture and his recent retirement from Harley Ellis 
Devereaux—and a couple bottles of wine—with Zurich Esposito 

Zur ich Esposi to : A n y t h i n g abou t your exper iences g r o w i n g up tha t wou ld indicate your 

f u t u r e l i fe t ime career in arch i tec ture in Chicago-' 

John Nelson: I g r e w up in Chicago, in the ne ighborhoods . First in the Beverly/Morgan Park 

area, t hen In Wash ing ton Heights. But m y sights were a lways on d o w n t o w n . I used l o g o 

u p to t he t o p o f t he t o b o g g a n slides at t he Dan Ryan Forest Preserve w i th my telescope 

F r o m there, y o u cou ld see the loop, the Board of Trade and Prudent ia l bui lding In my 

hea r t I t h o u g h t that 's w h e r e I'm go ing 

ZE: And l ook i ng at those bu i ld ings d r e w y o u t o a rch i tec tu re^ 

JN: I d idn ' t take any arch i tecture- type courses in h igh school. But in a way I was sort of 

a lways an arch i tec t Just like every kid, I d r e w houses, bu t I never stopped I was always 

d r a w i n g bu i ld ings In m y spare t ime. I w o u l d make Chr istmas cards for my grandmother, 

a n d o n t h e m w o u l d be a house I'd designed for he r A n e w house for Grandma every year 

ZE: W h e r e d i d y o u get y o u r f o r m a l a r c h i t e c t u r e t r a i n i ng^ 

JN: I w e n t t o U lC—I s ta r ted a t t he Navy Pier c a m p u s I g radua ted m 1969. Many o ther 

a rch i t ec t s in t o w n were m y classmates, l ike Ed Uhlir, w h o has become a l i fe long f r iend 

[Ed Uhl ir , FAIA, and John o w n a L inco ln Park t w o - f l a t together , w i t h Ed and his fami ly liv

ing on the second floor, and John on the first.] Sam Scaccia 

[FAIA], w h o has been w i t h Helmut [Jahn, FAIA, of Murphy/ 

Jahn] for a long t ime now as the senior VP, and Adrian 

Smith [FAIA] were classmates, qui te a few others, too 

ZE: How d id the Chicago of f ice of Harley Ellis Devereaux 

and you r career there develops 

JN: 1 s tar ted a h r m called Environ in Chicago in 1980 Years 

later, w h e n w e had g r o w n to about 55 people, my partners, 

Andy Jaworski [AIA], Bob Robiczec [AIA] and Enrique Suarez 

[AIA], and I Ini t iated a strategic p lanning process using a 

consu l tant She gri l led us all independent ly and jo in t ly to 

ferret o u t the d i rect ion w e wanted to go Ul t imate ly a long 

l i s to f th ings we had to do to achieve our long list of goals 

was developed 

continued on page 47 
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Join Chicago^ Green Roofing Revolution 
Welcome to America's Green Roofing Capitol! And the 
roofers who moke it happen - members of the Chicagoland 
Roofing Council. A green roof is truly a science as well as 
an art. Our skilled roofers know the building codes and 
ordinances. They've mastered the three W's: Weight, Water 
and Wind. They're licensed, bonded and insured. They're 
truly the Green Thumbs to call. You'll be glad you did. 
A roof garden cuts energy costs, enhances a building's 
value, creates jobs, improves air quality, slows water 
runoff - and boosts the spirits of everyone it touches. 

Call 877.671.ROOF or visit vwvw.chicagoroofing.org 
to find Green Roofing Professionals. 

Chicagoland 
Roofing Council 

L O C A L 

www.chicagoroof ing .org 



V I B R O PIERS 
The Original Aggregate Pier Foundation System from North America's Leading Foundation Contraaor 

The next time you are considering 
Aggregate Piers, or require any ground 
modification system, call Hayward Baker. 

ForVibro Systems Inquiries in the Midwest, contact. 
Mike Minton, RE. 630-339-431 I 

Ch icago 630-339-4300 
St. Louis 314-802-2920 
Minneapolis 952-851-5500 

HAYWARD 
Geotechnical Construction 

KELLER 

North Shore Ice Arena 
Northbrook. IL 

Northbrook Park District 

Prairie Lake Industrial Park 
East Dundee. IL 

Triumph Development Corporation 

State Place at South End 
Memphis.TN 

Beazer Homes Corporation 

Vibro Piers^". also known as Aggregate Piers, are the 

original intermediate foundation system.Vibro Piers 

are very effective at reinforcing the surrounding soil, 

and are easily installed above and belovy the 

groundwater table. 

Vibro Piers, constructed by Hayward Baker, are 

typically the fastest and most cost-effective Aggregate 

Pier System for both large and small projects. 

Over the course of 30 years. Hayward Baker has 

performed ground modification for thousands of 

projects. 

As the leading foundation contractor in North 

America, we have the resources to design and build 

your project - anywhere. 

G R O U T I N G G R O U N D I M P R O V E M E N T EARTH R E T E N T I O N S T R U C T U R A L SUPPORT D E S I G N - C O N S T R U C T SERVICES 

For a complete listing of offices, visit: w w w . H a y w a r d B a k e r . c o m 


