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ARCHTECTURAL

LANDMARKS
— OUR HERITAGE

RICHARD MILLMAN, President

This issue of the Alabama Architect
expresses new interest in a very old
subject — our heritage of architectural
landmarks. After being ignored for years
by the country’s architectural leadership,
the subject has been rediscovered and the
interest of architects in restoration work
is being revived.

There seems to be a new broadly-
based interest in things that are old. Any
object or publication or idea which has
been out of circulation for a respectable
period of time is now being reexamined
to discover its new significance to modern
life. We have turned our attention back to
some things which have been here all the
time — and this includes architecture. We
are realizing that the expression of the
ideals and the lifestyle of past generations
is represented in the forms and in the
loving craftsmanship which went into the
construction of these architectural land-
marks. This treasure has been sitting
under our collective noses and most of us-
could not see it,

This new interest may be simply a

reaction against the phony values of our
“throw-away society.” So much progress
has turned out to be non-progress. The
fast changing pace and the fast changing
styles, where the only thing one can
depend upon is change, has generated an
urge for permanence. We seem to need
those symbals represented by significant
architectural waorks of the past to link our
society with our forebears. We need to
preserve the dignity of bygone periods
and replace neglect and decay with a
healthy pride.

Whatever the reasons, the new inter-
est in preservation and restoration is
important to architects. Our recent sur-
vey indicated that a surprising number of
firms in the Alabama Council member-
ship are interested and involved in his-
toric restoration work. The signs are that
more of you will be dusting off your “Sir
Bannister Fletcher” to rediscover some of
the glories of the past.

Richard G. Millman
President

THIS MONTH’S COVER
MURPHY HOUSE, MONTGOMERY.

Montgomery’s Water Works and Sani-
tary Sewer Board won a national citation
Saturday for the renovation, use and
historic preservation of the Murphy
House at 22 Bibb Street. The American
Association For State and Local History,
and publishers of ‘““American Heritage
Magazine,” lauded the board for the
$450,000 renewal work done in 1969 to
the structure. The home was built in

1851 by John H. Murphy, one of the
original incorporators of Montgomery's
first water works company. Union troops
took over the place in 1865 when "“Wil-
son’s Raiders’”” reached Montgomery.
Damaged by fire in 1927, the Murphy
House now houses the board’s administra-
tive offices. Architects for the restoration
were Tiller, Butner, McElhaney, Rosa and
Seay, AlA, Montgomery.




The National Register and
Alabama’s Historic Sites Survey

A phenomenon of the ‘sixties and 'seventies has been an
increasing awareness by the public of the importance of
historic preservation. As evidenced by the current nostalgia
boom, people have grown disillusioned with the idea that
whatever is newest is best. They are aware that old homes and
commercial buildings, with their unique character and individ-
uality, provide a sense of stability in a world that is constantly
changing.

People began to question the right of promoters and
government agencies to tear down irreplacable landmarks
without regard for their cultural value to make way for super
highways and parking lots. The problem was that not every old
structure is significant, and historic preservationists did not
want to be accused of crying “wolf.” Standards were needed
to help decide which structures and sites were worth fighting
to save.

To meet this need, Congress in 1966 passed the National
Historic Properties Act. This act made provision for a National
Register of Historic Places to list those structures and sites
significant in American history and culture — the ones worth
fighting to save! It also allocated federal funds for the states to
assist them in conducting surveys to find the landmarks
worthy of registration. There are now 4,000 American
landmarks in the Register,

In Alabama a parallel trend was developing as people felt
the need to unite behind a central organization to make their
voices heard in unison when a significant architectural struc-
ture or archaeological site was threatened. During a special
session of the legislature in 1966, the same year the national
act was passed, the Alabama Historical Commission was
created as the state’s official historic preservation agency. Its
18 members represent statewide organizations and state
agencies which have an interest in historic preservation.
Representing the Alabama Council of the American Institute
of Architects is Mobile architect Nicholas H. Holmes.

The commission was designated to nominate significant
structures and sites to the National Register, and its chairman,
Milo B. Howard, Jr., serves as the duly appointed State Liaison
Officer for certifying properties which qualify for inclusion in
the Register.

Alabama had only ten landmarks listed among some 800
nationwide in the original National Register compiled in 1968.
The inequity existed, not because Alabama did not have more
sites of merit, but because there had been no official agency
designated to promote actively the inclusion of more Alabama
landmarks.

Authority for the WNational Register is vested in the
Secretary of the Interior, while the authority to administer the
act is delegated to the director of the National Park Service. As
a body, the National Register encourages appropriate action,
public and private, to insure the preservation of the American
heritage. It is “the legal instrument to insure that registered
properties threatened by Federal or federally-assisted under-
takings will be the subject of comment and review in
accordance with the procedures prescribed by the Act.”

In addition to prestige and protection from demolition,
the National Register provides a property with the basis for
having federal funds requested for its restoration.

To be eligible for nomination to the National Register, a
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structure must be at least 50 years old. Graves and birthplaces
are not usually eligible unless there are no other surviving
evidences of a famous person. A structure moved from its
original site is ineligible except in very unusual circumstances.
No reconstructions will be considered unless they are
overwhelmingly significant in their own rights or are
absolutely authentic.

The process of nominating a property to the National
Register entails writing an architectural description and a
statement of significance, gathering legal data, determining
latitude and longitude coordinates, and supplying a map and
several black and white photographs.

It wasn’t until late 1969 that the under-funded Historical
Commission was allocated enough money to hire professional
staff members to work actively on surveys of counties for
historical sites and to nominate them to the National Register.
Under the guidance of Executive Director W. Warner Floyd,
the commission has added 40 individual structures and four
historic districts to the original 10 on the Register. The
districts comprise some 127 structures of historical signifi-
cance, giving National Register protection to a total of 177
structures and sites in Alabama. Some 17 more forms are in
Washington now, and when accepted, will protect approxi-
mately 100 more Alabama landmarks.

The prime objective of the Historical Commission at this
time is to compile in-depth surveys of each county to find
historic structures and sites and to get them on the National
Register as soon as possible. Particular interest is being
directed to the obscure but important properties which are
sometimes known only to local people. The architectural
profession in Alabama can be of significant assistance both in
locating properties for the survey and in preparing descriptions
for National Register nomination forms,

A consensus list has been established which is made up of
sites and structures already approved by the Commission
members for nomination to the Register. The list is non-static,
as properties meeting the criteria are added on a continuing
basis. These properties may be nominated at any time; the
difficulty lies chiefly in getting adequate architectural
descriptions with the Commission’s limited staff.

What is the status of the situation now? On the following
pages, each chapter may see what has been accomplished to
date in their own areas in three categories. Listed are those
properties now on the National Register; those submitted to
the National Register office and awaiting final approval; and
those presently on the state’s consensus list.

As can be seen, the number of entires in all categories
varies widely from chapter to chapter. And there are still
hundreds of significant structures which must be added to the
lists in order to protect as many as possible.

Architects, who are obviously better qualified to recognize
and describe the physical and esthetic features of a building,
can and hopefully will play a vital role in identifying these
structures. Any chapter wishing to organize a historic sites
survey may apply through the Historical Commission for a
federal matching grant.

Material for this article was prepared by the Alabama
Historical Commission under the direction of Warner Floyd.




I.NORTH ALABAMA CHAPTER

A. National Register Properties (already
included on Register)

Colbert: lvy Green
Wilson Dam
DeKalb: Fort Payne Opera
House

Alabama Great
Southern Railroad Pas-
senger Depot

Jackson: Russell Cave National
Monument

Lauderdale: Kennedy Home

Madison: Memphis and Charles-

ton Railroad Depot

B. Submitted to the National Register
offices (for approval)

Limestone: Moaresville
Morgan: Somerville Courthouse
Decatur State Bank

C. On State’s Consensus List (approved
by Commission for nomination)

L

IVY GREEN — Main House - Tuscumbia

Colbert: Acock House

Belle Monte

Buzzard's Roost
Covered Bridge

Carroll Home

Commercial Row

Cunningham House

First Presbyterian

Church

Goodloe House

Gresham House

Morgan House

Brick Community Pres-

byterian Church

Pruitt-Oakes

Carl Rand House

Dr. R.A, Rand House

Ricks Home (The Oaks)

Stine Home

Vinson House

Cunningham House

Hood Home

Irvine Place

Pope’s Tavern

Sample House

Sweetwater Plantation

Lauderdale:

e

 CRWENEY

POPE HOUSE — Huntsville

Lawrence:

Limestone:

Madison:

Morgan:

IVY GREEN — Little House - Tuscumbia

Good House (Hall
House)

Wheeler House (late)
Belle Mina

Donnell House (Athens
Agricultural School)
Founder’s Hall
Houston Home

Old Tavern

Pettus House

Pryor House
Richardson House
Walker House

Barrister’s Building
Bibb-Newman-Hutchens
House

Clay House
Constitution Hall
Fearn-Garth-Richardson

Home
First National Bank,
Huntsville

Leroy-Pope-Walker
House
Mastin-Lowry-Mason
Home

Pope House

Pynchon House
Roach-Cabaniss-Roberts
House

Steele-Fowler House
Two Huntsville Dis-
tricts

Weeden House

White House

Hartselle Depot
Hinds-McEntire Home
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Il. BIRMINGHAM CHAPTER

A. National Register Properties

Blount: Horton Mill Covered
Bridge

Calhoun: J.C. Francis Doctor’s
Office and Apothecary
Shop

Greene: Coleman-Banks Home
Greene County Court-
house
Rosemount

Hale: Moundville

Jefferson: Arlington

Shelby: Mansion House (King
House)

Talladega: Curry Home

Tuscaloosa: Collier-Overby House

Friedman House
Gorgas-Manley Historic
District

The Old Observatory
The President’s Man-
sion

B. Submitted to the National Register
office
Sumter: Sumter County Court-
house

Capitol Square Park
Historic District
Christian Home
Friedman Library
Gilchrist Home

Tuscaloosa:

Walker:
C. On State’s Consensus List

Bibb: Montebrier

Calhoun: Green-Norris-Woodruff
House

Presbyterian Church,
Jacksonville
Wood-Treadaway
House

Daniel Dixie House
McCaleb-Hollingworth
Water Mill

Cherokee:
Fayette:

b L i ¢
THE ROUND HOUSE — U

niversity of Alabama
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PRESIDENT’S MANSION — University of Ala.

Greene:

Hale:

Jefferson:

Lamar:

Pickens:

Banks (W.C.) Home
Dunlap-Ward-Glass
House

First Presbyterian
Church, Eutaw
Kirksey House
Myrtlewood
Perkins-Spencer House
Reese-Lucius House
St. John's-in-the-Prai-
ries Episcopal Church
Strawberry Hill Planta-
tion (Walton House)
Tavern

Thornhill
Webb-Alexander House
White-McGiffert House
Gayle-Tunstall House
Glencairn

Hanna House

Jackson House
Japonica

Magnolia Grove
Newbern Baptist
Church

Newbern Presbyterian
Church

Otts (Lee) Place
Spencer House
Torbert House
Umbria

Walthalia

Smith House
Bessemer Railroad
Depot

Sloss Furnace
McAdory Home
Bankhead (Greer J.)
House

Ingleside (Hughes
Home)

Long House

St. Clair:

Shelby: -
Sumter:

Talladega:

Methodist Church,
Pickensville

Pettus House
Wilkins House

Inzor Home
Fort Strother
Reynold's Hall and Bell
Alamuchee Covered
Bridge
Brewersville Methodist
Church
Henson House
Little House
Oak Manor
Fort Lashley Site
King Plantation
Lawler-Whiting House
Morris House
Riddle’s Mill
Talladega College:
Swayne Hall
Foster Hall
Graves Hall
Talladega County
Courthouse
Thornhill
Fort Williams Site

FRIEDMAN HOME — Tuscaloosa



THE OLD TAVERN — Tuscaloosa

Bryce’s Hospital
Drish Home

Tuscaloosa:

Foster-Shirley-Cook

Home

Mayfield-Stine-Springer

Home
Moaody Home

Ormond-Little Home

Swaim Home

Tannehill Furnace

University Club

K .k

Ashville

ST. CLAIR COUNTY COURTHOUSE

Il AUBURN CHAPTER
A. National Register Properties

Tuskegee Institute
Apalachicola Fort

Macon:
Russell:

B. Submitted to National Register office

Lee: Noble Hall
Russell: Fort Mitchell

C. On State's Consensus List

McCosh's Mill
QOliver-Allen-Tucker
Home

Lee: Baptist Church, Loa-
chapoka
Drake-Samford House
Ellington House
Holliday-Carey House
Meadows House
Spring Villa

Chewacla Lime Works
Mott-Hartwell-Bass
House

Mule Cottan Gin
Quarles Plantation
House

Well House Sweep

Chambers:

Russell:

~ MEADOWS MILL COVERED BRIDGE
Lee County

STURDIVANT HALL — Selma
IV. MONTGOMERY CHAPTER

A. National Register Properties

Barbour:

Elmore:
Lowndes:

Marengo:

Montgomery:

Tallapoosa:

B. Submitted to

Barbour:

Montgomery:

Bray-Barron House
Fendall Hall

McNab Bank Building
Shorter Mansion

Cato House

Kendall Manor
Sheppard Cottage
The Tavern

Welbarn House

Fort Toulouse
Lowndes County
Courthouse

Bluff Hall
Gaineswood

White Bluffs

First Confederate Capi-
tol

Perry Street Historic
District

Shaw House Complex
Winter Building
Horseshoe Bend Na-
tional Military Park

National Register office

Drewry-Mitchell-Moorer
House

Sparks-Flewellen House
Murphy House

C. On State’s Consensus List

GAINESWOOD — Demopolis




Autauga:

Barbour:

Bullock:

Butler:

Coffee:

Dallas:

Cotton Mill (Gurney
Manufacturing Com-
pany)

Cowan-Ramser House
Dean Hall

Hart-Milton House
Adkinson House
Berry-Braswell House
Chancey House
Chunnenuggee Ridge
Public Gardens
Howe-Roughton House
Seale-Mosely House
Beeland House
Dunklin-Beeland House
Fort Dale Cemetery
Grave Houses

Gilead Lodge

Womack House

Coffee County Court-
house

Cahaba

Dunaway House

First Christian Church
Property, Selma
Kelley-Bland-Ward
House

Kenan House
King-Siddons-Welch
House

Live Oak Cemetery
Mabry-Jones House
Morgan (John Tyler)
Home

Old Vaughan Memorial
Hospital

St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, Martin’s Sta-
tion

St. James Hotel
Sturdivant Hall
Sturdivant-Moore-Caine
House
Swift-Moore-Cottingham
House

Water Street Historic
District

PIGEON CREEK GRIST MILL — Butler County
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TEAGUE HOUSE -

br

T

Elmore:

Henry:
Lowndes:

Marengo:

Montgomery:

Historical District - Montgo

DREWRY — Mitchell - Moorer Home - Eufaula

Montgomery - Perry Street
mery

e cemgn—————

Bates-Jessie House
Bradford House
Cantelow House
Fitzpatrick House
The Laurels

Rock (Edward) Dog-
Trot House

State Penitentiary
Smith House

Reese House

Tyson House
Lowndesboro

Allen House (Ever-
green)

Cedar Haven (Walker
House)

Lyon House
Magnolia Grove
Methodist Church, Day-
ton

Chantilly

Dexter Avenue Historic
District

31 10 TR
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SHAW HOUSE, SHAW HOUSE COMPLEX

Perry:

Pike:

Tallapoosa:

Montgomery

KLEIN’S — Montgomery

First White House of
the Confederacy
Jones (Thomas Goode)
House

Lucas Tavern

Saffold House

Wright Flying School
Yancey (William
Lowndes) House

Iron Bridge

Marion Female Semi-
nary

Moore House

Moore (Judge) House
(Elmcrest)

Pitts Folly

Siloam Baptist Church
Baptist Church, Orion
Hanchey-Pennington
House

Henderson House
Gardner House

Lane House






