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How to design homes 
with all the comforts of home. 

people are looking for, these days. 
We know. WeVe got more than 50,000 all-electric cus­
tomers right now, and we're adding new ones every day. 
It's the going thing. 
Shouldn't you be going with i ALABAMA POWER 
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THIS MONTH'S COVER 
Orig ina l woodblock by John B. 
McDonald AIA, which won First Prize in 
the 3rd Annual "Keep Montgomery Beau­
tiful" art competition. The scene depicts 
the Dexter Avenue United Methodist 
Church in downtown Montgomery. 

Dear Jay: 
Heartiest congratulations on your 

most recent A L A B A M A A R C H I T E C T . 
We are delighted at the recognition 

received by the July-August issue dealing 
with Fort Conde and most interested in 
the Lower Commerce Street develop­
ments in Montgomery. Also delighted to 
learn that Auburn architectural students 
are recording buildings for the Historic 
American Buildings Survey. Most heartily 
endorse every word of your reprint from 
Kiplinger's CHANGING T IMES, "Bring­
ing New Life to Old Landmarks." 

Would it be possible for us to obtain a 
dozen or so reprints of both the July-
August and the September-October issues 
of ALABAMA A R C H I T E C T ? Will gladly 
send check to cover cost of same. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Nancy N. Holmes 
Executive Director 
Mobile Historic Development 
Commission 

Dear Jay: 
Many members of our Riverfront 

District Development Committee have 
asked me to express our sincere thanks 
for featuring us in the very fine Septem­
ber-October issue of your "Alabama 
Architect." 

We received quite a bit of favorable 
comment following publication of your 
magazine and we are using reprints to 
help publicize the efforts of our group. 
We hope you will be able to report the 
successful conclusion of some of our 
projects in future issues! 

Cordially yours, 
Jim T. Inscoe 
River Front District 
Development Committee 
Montgomery, Alabama 

BACK COVER 

Gulf States Paper Corporation head­
quarters, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Honor 
Award winner, Gulf States Regional 
Architectural Competition, 1971, Award 
of Merit, Alabama Council A I A compe­
tition, 1970. Architects: Alexander, 
Rothschild & Joyce. General Contractor: 
Brice Construction Company. 

Dear Jay: 
Your most recent issue of T H E A L A ­

BAMA A R C H I T E C T was an inspiration 
to all who are working toward the future 
of Downtown Montgomery. 

It was especially gratifying to absorb 
the extensive coverage you gave the 
Lower Commerce Street and the River­
front District Redevelopments. Your two-
page article, "New Life To Old Land­
marks," was also a dramatic presentation 
of our purpose to link Montgomery's 
great heritage with a progressive future 
that coming generations can fully appreci­
ate. 

After reading this, one would quickly 
realize that Downtown Montgomery will 
soon have even more exciting attractions 
for all to enjoy. 

We are indebted to you for this 
"indepth account" and agree this is a 
perfect place to linger. 

Your sincerely, 
Frank J . Sego 
Executive Vice President 
Downtown Unlimited 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Jay, 
At last I am getting around to writing 

everyone from whom I receive mail that I 
retired from my job with Holabirde Root 
in Chicago on October 1, 1971 and 
returned to my native city where I am 
comfortably housed (one year's lease) in: 

Apartment 809, Sheraton Apart­
ments, 2909 Highland Ave., Birmingham, 
Ala. 35205. 

Please keep me on your mailing list 
but change address as above given. 

I always read the documents but 
never take any action and rarely attend 
meetings. 

Best regards to you. 
Jack B. Smith 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Dear Jay: 
I would like to congratulate the Ala­

bama Council and its members on a fine 
publication. 

It would be appreciated if you would 
delete my name from the mailing list as I 
am decreasing my activities in profes­
sional engineering society work and am 
planning to travel thereafter. 

I have enjoyed excellent relations 
with architects in my efforts for the past 
eight years in cleaning up the yellow 
pages of advertising of engineering ser­
vices by unlicensed persons and for the 
past four investigating violations of the 
Registration Law and codes of ethics. 

Sincerely yours, 
John D. Beal, Jr., P .E. 
National Director A S P E 



ANNUAL BUSINESS 
MEETING 

A L A B A M A C O U N C I L O F 
A R C H I T E C T S , A. I .A. 

B IGGIN A U D I T O R I U M 
A U B U R N , A L A B A M A 
N O V E M B E R 13, 1971 

President Pearson called meeting to 
order at approximately 10:45 A.M. Re­
solved that the minutes of the October 9, 
1970 annual business meeting of the 
general membership of the Alabama 
Council, American Institute of Archi­
tects, be approved as published. Passed. 

A T T E N D A N C E 
A quorum was declared in at­

tendance. 

T R E A S U R E R ' S R E P O R T 
Treasurer Charlie Moss distributed 

copies of the current budget and financial 
statement. Reported that it appears the 
budget will be in the black at the end of 
calendar year 1971. Suggested that 
Council Officers have a prior meeting to 
set up the budget for 1972. 

Resolved that the report be approved 
as distributed. Passed. 

P R E S I D E N T ' S R E P O R T 
Goals by President Pearson for the 

year 1971: 
1. To work more closely with Tuske-

gee. Adopt visitation program by Archi­
tects to Tuskegee and Auburn. 

2. To improve the Alabama Architect 
magazine. 

3. To secure statewide insurance pro­
gram. 

4. To initiate legislative action effect­
ing engineers practicing architecture. (See 
report on this page.) 

E X E C U T I V E S E C R E T A R Y ' S R E P O R T : 
Jay Leavell 

The Alabama Architect mailing list 
has been trimmed of surplus names in an 
effort to cut the budget. There are 1200 
on the current mailing list. The format of 
the Alabama Architect has been changed 
and everyone seems to be happy with the 
new approach. The July-August issue, 
with information on the Mobile Chapter 
activities, won a National A I A Award as 
the "Document of the Month." Fund will 
be in the black at end of year. 

Pollution information sent out to all 
State Chapters for publication in local 
newspapers. 

1971 C O N V E N T I O N S T A T U S R E P O R T : 
Dick Mlllman 

134 present at banquet last evening — 
34 regular members; 24 wives; 16 faculty; 
20 students. John Taylor Arms' etchings 
posted in Library for review. 

Auburn Foundation subsidized Mr. 
Negroponte's expenses; graphics by John 
B r y a n t ; arrangement for Tuskegee 
luncheon by Welch; cocktail party by Bill 
Guerin; printing of sponsor's plaques and 
graphics together with name tags by 
C h a p t e r President, Jack Marshall-
luncheon and dinner arrangements by Bill 
Speer; setting up of John Taylor Arms 
exhibition and program by Nick Davis; 
finding sponsors by Jim Johnson; exhibits 
of students work by Steffen Doerstling. 

G R A S S R O O T S CONVENTION FOR 
1972: 

President Pearson briefly went over 
activities of the past year. 1972 Grass­
roots Convention will be on January 17, 
18, and 19, 1972, in New Orleans. 

A U B U R N S C H O O L O F A R C H I ­
T E C T U R E R E P O R T : Dean Keith 
McPheeters 

See report on these pages. 

T U S K E G E E SCHOOL OF ARCHI ­
T E C T U R E R E P O R T : Dean John Welch 

See report on these pages. 

A U B U R N S T U D E N T C H A P T E R R E ­
P O R T : 

Bill Fowler reported that the Student 
Chapter has been inactive during the past 
year due to lack of interest. Trying to 
activate chapter again. See report on 
these pages. 

T U S K E G E E S T U D E N T C H A P T E R R E ­
P O R T : 

Dean Welch reported that the main 
emphasis had been on assistance by upper 
classmen to help freshmen and sopho­
mores in a study program. 

B U I L D I N G C O D E L E G I S L A T I O N : Vic 
Glazner submitted a written report. 

Members of the Committee: Jack 
Davis, North Alabama Chapter; Malcolm 
Smith, North Alabama Chapter; Paul 
Speake, Birmingham Chapter; Charles 
Humphries, Montgomery Chapter; Emory 
Kirkwood, Birmingham Chapter; Howard 
McElhaney, Montgomery Chapter; Earl 
Lancaster, Auburn Chapter; Paul Brandt, 
Auburn Chapter; Vic Glazner, Mobile 
Chapter; Tom Shepard, Mobile Chapter; 
Bob Smiley, State Representative. 

The proposed bill on Building Code 
Legislation was defeated and it is in­
tended to be re-activated at a later date. 
It was suggested that Council take the 
lead and get approval of all related groups 
prior to bringing up the bill in the 
Legislature. 

S T A T E R E G I S T R A T I O N BOARD R E ­
P O R T : 

Not present due to a N.C.A.R.B. 
meeting in Gainsville, Florida. John 

McDonald is Council's representative and 
has been attending all Registration Board 
meetings. 

I N S U R A N C E PROGRAM 
Jay Leavell reported that our in­

surance consultant is getting a new in­
surance company to write the policy with 
as near the same coverage as possible to 
that previously proposed. Full informa­
tion will be mailed out soon to all 
architectural firms. 

P U B L I C R E L A T I O N S C O M M I T T E E R E ­
P O R T 

David Crow, Chairman, was not pres­
ent and no report was given. 

C H A P T E R R E P O R T S : (See Chapter 
News for reports). 

A D J O U R N 
Business meeting adjourned at 11:55 

A.M. for Tuskegee where architects and 
wives had lunch in Chapel designed by 
Paul Rudolph, and toured the facility. All 
were invited to tour Tuskegee's School of 
Architecture after lunch. The Convention 
was adjourned at approximately 2:00 
P.M. 
Lloyd H. Kranert, Secretary 
Alabama Council, AIA 

Richard Millman 
Elected As Alabama 
Council President 
For Year Of 1972 

At the Annual Business Meeting of 
the Alabama Council of Architects, 
Richard G. Millman was elected to head 
the Council for 1972. 

Millman has been head of the Depart­
ment of Architecture at Auburn Univer­
sity since August, 1968. He had served on 
the faculty in the School of Architecture 
at Ohio University since 1962 and had 
been a Fulbright Lecturer in Ankara, 
Turkey. 

He holds the Bachelor and Masters of 
Architecture from the University of 
Michigan. He was the recipient of the 
Arthur Tagge Scholarship and the Alumni 
Graduate Scholarship. His wife, Mary, is 
an instructor in French at Auburn. 

Other officers elected include Lloyd 
Kranert, of the firm of Northington, 
Smith & Kranert, Florence and Hunts-
ville, vice president; Charles Moss, of 
Harmon and Moss, Birmingham, secre­
tary; and Thomas Shepherd, of the Archi-' 
tect's Group, Mobile, treasurer. 

Past president is William Pearson, of 
Pearson, Humphries & Jones, Mont­
gomery. 



REPORTS TO ANNUAL MEETING 
P R E S I D E N T ' S R E P O R T 

November 13, 1971 
It seems so short a time since the 

1970 Alabama Council Convention in 
1970 in Birmingham. Soon after that 
Convention, the officers of the Council 
met in Montgomery to outline plans for 
the year 1971; then at the first quarterly 
Council session in January, 1971, these 
plans were more fully developed. Among 
the goals for the year were: 

1. Continue practitioners' assistance 
to Auburn and Tuskegee. 

2. Improve Alabama Architect maga­
zine format, scheduling and budget. 

3. Investigate and put into effect a 
statewide insurance program for Archi­
tects and their employees. 

4. Keep abreast of any legislative 
action affecting Architects. 

Of these, I feel some have been 
c o m p l e t e l y successful, some only 
partially. All of them have involved many 
hours of work by many A I A members. 

The Alabama Architect Newsletter 
has evoked favorable comment from 
many sources. Executive Secretary Jay 
Leavell deserves the bulk of the credit for 
the Newsletter. His ideas regarding for­
mat, publication, circulation, budgeting, 
etc., have made it work. Thanks go also 
to Don Morrison for design of the cover 
and to all who have contributed material 
for the various issues. The July-August 
1971 issue was selected as Publication of 
the Month by the A IA . 

The Insurance Program almost, but 
not quite, got off the ground. You have a 
more detailed report elsewhere. Hope­
fully, it can be initiated within a few 
weeks. 

The Committee on State Code Legis­
lation, with Vic Glazner as Chairman, put 
in more time and effort as a group than 
any other statewide committee I can 
recall for years. While the proposed Code 
Bill was not passed by the Legislature, the 
Committee's work pulled together the 
thoughts from Architects throughout the 
State and exemplified precisely the type 
of coordinating effort that the Council 
should be ready to expend. 

Architects' visitations have continued 
at Auburn and Tuskegee, perhaps not on 
as regular a basis as once discussed, but 
sufficient to maintain liaison between the 
schools and the practitioners. 

Until you have been in the role that I 
have for the past year, it is difficult to 
realize the time and effort expended by 
Architects throughout the State in vary­
ing types of A I A endeavors — from 
counseling with a local high school stu­
dent to traveling 200 miles to meet with a 
State Committee. The dedicated work of 
many of you throughout the State has 
made my year as President a rewarding 

one. Special thanks must go to Arthur 
Prince for setting the example last year, 
to all the Council Officers and Directors, 
and to Jay Leavell, without whom the 
Council simply could not function. 

I appreciate the opportunity and 
honor at having served as President of the 
Alabama Council of the American Insti­
tute of Architects. I pledge Dick Millman 
my support during 1972, and assure him 
that he will find all of you responsive to 
any call he may make upon you. 
WILLIAM M. P E A R S O N , President 
Alabama Council of the American Insti­
tute of Architects 

A U B U R N S C H O O L O F A R C H I ­
T E C T U R E & THE F I N E A R T S 

Dean Keith McPheeters 
The State of Alabama allocated Au­

burn University three million dollars for 
construction purposes of which the 
School of Fine Arts received $50,000 to 
remodel Biggin Library; $1,500,000 for 
Theatre; $110,000 for air conditioning 
Biggin Hall. New construction for the 
School of Architecture and Fine Arts will 
be as follows: 

1st Priority - Theatre - $1,125,000 
(under construction) 

2nd Priority - Music - $300,000 
(working drawing stage) 

3rd Priority - Art 
4th Priority - Architecture & Build­

ing Technology 
A gift of $300,000 was received from 

James Goodwin of Birmingham for Band 
Addition. 

The School was recently re-appraised 
for an additional five year accreditation. 
Enrollment is up 7% this year, more 
women students being admitted now with 
regulations being revised. Student morale 
is good. Student Advisory Council meets 
with the Dean four times each year. 

Biggin Loan Fund has a balance of 
$2,419.85 on hand and a total of 
$2,891.00 in receivable accounts. 

Auburn Foundation for Architecture 
subsidized by State Board. The following 
amounts have been appropriated in the 
past for faculty traveling and Student 
Field Trips: 

1967- 1 9 6 8 - $ 7 , 0 0 0 
1968- 1 9 6 9 - $ 4 , 0 0 0 
1969- 1 9 7 0 - $ 8 , 0 0 0 
1971 - $ 2 , 0 0 0 
1972 - - 0 -
Looks as though no money will be 

given to the fund this year by the State 
Board. Funds needs money from some­
where, else no faculty traveling or student 
field trips will be made. Dean McPheeters 
wants to know where the $25.00 License 
fee goes each year and wonders why some 
of this doesn't come back to the Fund. 

Faculty has received no increases in 

salary; faculty positions are frozen (any­
one who resigns their position cannot be 
reappointed unless by special legislation). 
The Faculty turnover has been too rapid. 
More continuity is needed. May need four 
to six new faculty members this year. 

A U B U R N S T U D E N T C H A P T E R A I A 
The student chapter of the A I A at 

Auburn was inactive last year because of 
lack of student interest. This year we are 
trying to build new student participation 
by promoting more interaction between 
the student body and the facility. 

We are sending a representative to the 
National Student Forum in Washington, 
D.C. We hope to help equip and run a 
student shop for the Architectural stu­
dents when promised space becomes 
available. We hope to have more contact 
with the Architectural students at Tuske­
gee. 
B I L L F O W L E R , Representative 

it 

Birmingham Chapter President Bill Blake 
presents a Scholarship Check for $500 to 
Dean Keith McPheeters. The annual 
check is made possible by Birmingham's 
Beaux Arts Ball. 

P R E S I D E N T P E A R S O N 
P R E S E N T S C I T A T I O N 

Bill Pearson presented a citation at the 
annual convention to a lifelong friend of 
the architects in Alabama. The Citation 
read: 

The Alabama Council of The Ameri­
can Institute of Architects presents this 
Testimonial to Albert L. Reid, D .A.H.C. , 
in appreciation of his services to the 
architectural profession and the con­
struction industry and in recognition of 
his elevation to Distinguished Member­
ship in the American Society of Hardware 
Consultants. Awarded Nov. 12, 1971, 
Auburn, Alabama. 

( C o n t i n u e d o n page 10) 



M A N O F mmi m 
L U 

" Y E S " 
NICHOLAS 

NEGROPONTE 
P R O F E S S O R O F A R C H I T E C T U R E 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S I N S T I T U T E 
O F T E C H N O L O G Y 

When I was first asked to this debate, 
when it was first presented to me, and I 
had never done this, but I remembered 
from high school there was a thing called 
a "balloon debate." I suggested that this 
be a balloon debate and Prof. Millman 
wrote back and said he had never heard 
of a balloon debate, but the trouble was 
he had misspelled balloon. I thought. Oh, 
my God, I misspelled the word balloon in 
the note I sent down and he was just 
being polite and I checked through my 
mail but I had not misspelled the word 
and so I asked my colleagues and they all 
informed me that they had never heard of 
a balloon debate. Maybe it is just a small 
sub-set of the culture in the world today 
that knows about balloon debates. 

A balloon debate is a debate if you 
were going across the English Channel in 
a balloon and it got a small puncture in it 
and there are only two people in it and it 
is sinking slowly. The only way they can 
make it to land is by throwing one of the 
people out of the balloon. Each of the 
debaters takes one of the two people and 
argues why his person should stay on the 
balloon. I thought this was a wonderful 
technique because I would put Mr. Col-

Negroponte talks with two students in 
the Auburn Chapter hospitality suite 
which was held following the debate. 

bert in the balloon and my computer, so I 
had nothing to lose. 

So, I really don't have too much to 
say this evening because I sort of agree a 
great deal with what was said this after­
noon. It was hardly a debate this after­
noon and if we are going to force issues, 
which we can do very easily I assure you, 
I have to put it as my partner did, right 
on the line, my likes and dislikes. 

I only have three in terms of compu­
tation and it is interesting because very 
little of what was said can be disagreed 
with. 

In the use of machines there is one 
thing I abhor and that is the notion of 
optimization. I don't know if you people 
confront this daily and I don't want to 
get too heavy after all this meal and 
liquor, but the notion of optimization is 
so antagonistic to architecture and is so 
wrong that I would like to go on record 
as being completely opposed philosophi­
cally, as well as theoretically. It does not 
apply to architecture. The concept of 
bestness is totally a British invention in 
terms of what has been called, "oper­
ations research." This is their invention. 

The other thing that I am very op­
posed to is the use of computation as a 
leverage of credibility. It happens so 
often that people use the results of the 
computer just to absolutely bamboozle 
people and I think this is appalling. 

The third thing I am extremely op­
posed to is again perhaps a technical 
matter and that is the notion of batch 
processing. The idea of having computer 
programs that people cannot interact 
with and this is a subject that we might 
get into. I would like to. 

But before I do that I want to bring 
to your attention that the notion of 
machines, and computations and com­
puters are not quite synonymous. There 
are two things that machines cannot do 
that computers can do. By machines I am 
talking about mechanical devices. A 
mechanical device is rather interesting. If 
you make a mistake in designing a 
mechanical device, the chances are that 
what it does will not help you find your 
mistake. In other words, if you designed a 
steam engine of a locomotive and put it on 
the track and you have designed a couple 
of pistons too long and it just won't run. 
OK. 

Now a computer, I don't care what 
you do, or what mistakes you make, it 
will always do something. I assure you 
that they will always do something. It 
will be the wrong thing, but what is 

important is, you can at least look at its 
(the fancy word is) behavior. But you can 
look at what it does to help you to decide 
what you did wrong. This is rather 
interesting and important and dis­
tinguishes machines from the computer 
and other things. 

Machines are quite rightly referred to 
as tools. I think it is very Victorian to 
refer to computers as tools. Because they 
are very much more than tools. The thing 
that sort of scared me recently was 
somebody talking about hammers. How 
hammers could build buildings and ham­
mers could kill people and computers are 
the same. Bulldozers can do this and 
bulldozers can do that - and that is a 
very silly line of argument. But it could 
represent the notion of a hammer that 
can have a little bit of computing power 
and could recognize when it was going to 
kill somebody versus pounding nails into 
wood and somehow it could have the 
ability to jerk itself out of your hand. 

So you say, yeah, that is sort of 
interesting and we could sort of build a 
morality into this tool. But then some­
body will sort of cleverly point out that a 
guy breaks into your house and is about 
to rape your wife and she reaches for the 
hammer and she is about to smash the 
guy over the head and, of course, it jerks 
itself out of her hand. Now you say no. 
The hammer has to recognize context. It 
has got to recognize the situation at hand 
and all of a sudden with very little 
extrapolation the hammer has to be 
intelligent. And I propose that it is not 
only possible for machines to be intelli­
gent, but it is mandatory. That is sort of a 
paradox. 

You know, if I had to make this 
debate on the present day usage of 
computation and machines it would be 
absurd. They are completely misused. As 
I was pointing out to the people beside 
me at dinner the only saving grace is that 
when they make errors they make big 
errors. I mean they don't make one digit 
errors in the right hand column of your 
checking account. They make whoppers 
and that is nice because it helps out. 
Computers don't make subtle errors 
usually. But otherwise there is either a 
built-in paradox that if we want machines 
to deal with us in a way that we feel that 
it is necessary to talk about the physical 
environment and architecture in general, 
you have to give it the senses and 
effectiveness necessary to recognize 
smiles on our faces and the gestures and 

( C o n t i n u e d on page 12) 
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THE PROPOSITION: T H E INCREASING APPLICATION OF THE COMPUTOR 
TO THE PROBLEM OF ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN WILL ULTIMATELY 
BRING ABOUT AN IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY OF ARCHITECTURE." 

" N O " 

CHARLES COLBERT 
NEW O R L E A N S , F O R M E R 

DEAN OF A R C H I T E C T U R E 
COLUMBIA U N I V E R S I T Y 

One of the problems of this so-called 
pursuit we are in is that it is so all-
encompassing. And I felt earlier when I 
got this call from Prof. Dick Millman that 
I was being led down this daisy-lined path 
of slaughter and I suspect that if we deal 
in pure logic, I am (I suspect that I am 
anyway). Because I rather liked this 
book. The Architecture Machine, and 
then when he put the sub-title. Toward a 
More Human Environment, he had to 
know what architecture meant, and then 
when he put his third line in that printed 
book which I saw in 1968 . . . it said the 
first machine to appreciate the gesture 
(shrug, index finger raised to make a 
point, middle finger raised) but, of 
course, it has many gestures, it has many 
components, it has many possibilities. I 
had nothing really to argue about till he 
started arguing with me, and he started 
talking about a contraption, I can't call it 
a machine anymore, I am not going to 
call it a computer anymore, so I will call 
it a contraption that can model human 
behavior. 

Now, I have been through that for the 
last fifteen years - I remember coming 
back after World War II and going to see 
an old Professor at the University of 
Texas, hot out of service, wanting to do 
something about architecture, having all 
kinds of bright ideas, and I said, "Mr. 
Harris, (Robert Harris — now Dean at 
University of Oregon) what do you think 
television is going to do to architecture?" 
and he looked at me, and he smoked too 
much, and he blew his smoke riddled 
breath in my face and he said, "Huh." 
Well, it has done a hell of a lot about 
architecture and it has done a hell of a lot 
to me, and it is made to expose me to 
something, both good and bad — a kind 
of mechanized paternalism. If there is 
anything worse than individual family 
paternalism, it is mechanized paternalism, 
where somebody puts his arm around 
your shoulder and says, "Honey, you 
better buy Mogen David wine or you ain't 
uptown." 

Well, I don't know. Paternalism, I 
suppose is bad. It's bad except with my 
children and there I am trying to tell 
them something about the mistakes I 
have made, that I would hope they didn't 
make. But, I suppose there are no 
panaceas — my children want to get away 
from me, come to their own conclusions. 
And I think that Is the chief advantage of 
the machine - it is bringing us to look at 
old things in a new way. I don't think it is 
likely to produce any great new ideas, or 
great new thoughts, but it is going to 
make us think about ourselves dif­
ferently. 

I don't think there is any chance of a 
machine ever really appreciating the ges­
ture. Certainly not serious gestures, for 
instance. Seriously, I think the gesture is 
understood by all of you — I don't know 
what your I.Q.'s are. I'm convinced that 
within a normal scope of human know­
ledge, a machine could be created that 
would have an intelligence of over a 
hundred. I feel absolutely certain of this. 
And yet most of our society, our average 
American society doesn't have an I.Q. of 
much over a hundred, and 80% of that 
came from genes, some geneticists and 
knowledgable people say, but all of it was 
obtained before you were 15 year old. I 
really still do not understand Sinone or 
Benet what the Intelligence Quotation is. 

I do know this, that I had a boy who 
weighed 145 pounds and he tried to play 
high school football, and I said, "Now, 
look, Jim, you just don't have the bones 
for football." He didn't believe that - he 
thought that the spirit could outweigh 
the material factor. But it can't, because 
small bones don't play football, in my 
opinion, unless you can make Quarter­
back, because you are going to get them 
broken, particularly if you have loose 
joints. These are predictable items. Your 
intelligence is predictable. I think these 
kinds of predictable things can be re­
duced to some sort of magic black box. I 
doubt seriously that that element beyond 
the 80% which is genetic can be produced 
in this box. This thing of indirect human 
experience. 

For instance, in architecture, and I 
am going down Dick's title, "the increas­
ing application of the computer to the 
problem of architectural design will ulti­
mately bring about an improvement in 
the quality of architecture." Well archi­
tecture, to me, is only one thing, it is not 
being a product of the profession, it is 
not being licensed, it is not being able to 
build a building, is not having a response 

Dick Millman discusses fine points of 
architecture with Charles Colbert (right) 
in the Auburn Architectural Library. 

to create being able to anticipate a public 
response to that space or artifact. But it is 
being able to give a judgment of why 
something is good or bad. 

I think all of you have your own 
systems. Perhaps some of you have heard 
me talk about mine, which is a trinity. It 
has three parts: the first is order. Order, 
predictable fact, alignment of lines, the 
order of economics, the order of struc­
ture, the order of social movement, any­
thing that is predictable to my way of 
thinking, is order, but it is only one third 
of the whole judgment of architecture. 

The second part is idea, that which 
leads beyond the existing order of what is 
known and leads into something that 
might be (it's a vista of the future). 
Putting together things in a strange way. I 
like the way Mr. Negroponte said make 
big mistakes. I like big mistakes because 
all the architects that I have ever admired 
have made horrible mistakes. Wright, 
Le Corbusier, Mies Van der Rohe. 
When they did something bad, it was 
really bad. It was, as you know. But they 
had ideas and this risk-taking is essential 
in architecture, and it is most essential in 
this thing of ideas where error must be 
assumed to occur part of the time — is 
what makes debating with a client so 
difficult. Because you can never prove 
that that which most interests you may 
not work the way you say it is going to. 
But the second part of my trinity of 
judgment of things in architecture would 
be idea. 

The third one is purely human, and 
that is response — emotional response. 
After you have appraised order, after you 
have thought about idea in the object 
before you, then there is something that 
is God-given, it is why music pleases one 
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CHAPTER NEWS AND EVENTS 
A S R E P O R T E D TO T H E A N N U A L CONVENTION 

A U B U R N 
The Auburn Chapter started the year 

on a question. Because of our size and 
composition several of the members 
wondered whether we had a real reason 
for existence as a separate chapter. As the 
year closes, I feel that it was a successful 
one in terms of the level of activity and 
the programs with which we were in­
volved. We have plans to do more next 
year. 

There were several highlights during 
the year. The Chapter's joint meeting 
with Montgomery in February, in which 
the students of Architecture from Au­
burn and Tuskegee toured Montgomery 
offices in the afternoon and then col­
lected at the Sahara Club for dinner in 
the evening, was great. The Chapter held 
a meeting in Tuskegee in the Spring and 
heard from Lou Sloat fo the Southern 
Forest Products Association. In May, the 
Chapter hosted the annual Honors Day 
Banquet and Howard McElhaney dis­
cussed the mixture of politics and archi­
tecture. 

The Chapter representative to the 
Human Resources Council, Major Hol­
land, attended the organizational meeting 
of that group in Omaha, Nebraska in 
February with a financial assist from the 
Chapter. In September, the Chapter Presi­
dent attended the Gulf States Regional 
Board Meeting on Dauphin Island. 

Preparations for the Alabama Council 
Convention held in Auburn in November 
consumed most of the Chapter energy 
during the Fall. The program, Negroponte 
versus Colbert in debate, was excellent. 
Most of the participants reported having a 
very good time. 
R I C H A R D G. M I L L M A N , President 
Auburn Chapter, A. I .A. 

B IRMINGHAM 
M E M B E R S H I P - 1971 

Fellows 3 
Corporate 91 (Increase of 6) 
Emeritus 6 
Professional Assoc. . . 14 (Increase of 2) 
Associate 17 
Honorary 2 
Total 133 

E D U C A T I O N - N E L S O N SMITH 
Our effort was to inaugurate an 

"Architecture Appreciation" course in 
our secondary schools. At the first meet­
ing with the educators, they felt that the 
perfect spot for such a course was in the 
Home Economic Departments. Every­
thing went down-hill after that. Nelson 
has been in touch with the Houston 
Chapter who evidently have a successful 
program and we are still not giving up but 

with the educators as uneducated in 
Architecture as they are, it's going to be a 
long, hard pull. We are also in the process 
of investigating the possibilities of a 
technical drafting course at the Vo­
cational and Junior College level. 

P R O F E S S I O N A L P R A C T I C E - A G C 
L IA ISON - PAUL S P E A K E 

In January, the chapter worked out a 
bidding schedule to handle some 22 
separate projects valued in excess of $50 
million that had been held up due to the 
six month construction workers strike. 

Approved in principle the A G C four-
hour law. 

Adopted a statement regarding late 
issuance of Addenda which was summed 
up in Paul Speake's inevitable manner by 
saying: "Ask us no late questions and we 
will issue no late Addenda." 

Working on General Conditions prob­
lems with A G C Committee. 

U R B A N DESIGN - DON HORTON 
Planning a seminar type program in 

conjunction with Southern Living — Pro­
gressive Farmer to "Point the way toward 
the best obtainable physical environment 
for the Birmingham Area." This Seminar 
is aimed at the "decision makers" who we 
have identified as mortgage bankers, real 
estate people, zoning boards, civic offi­
cials, developers, etc. We are aiming at a 
late Spring, 1972 date. 

P U B L I C R E L A T I O N S - JOE K E A T O N 
1. Purchased two "public service" T V 

films. 
2. Showing the four films purchased 

from the Institute to various civic groups 
but on an individual member type basis. 

G O V E R N M E N T R E L A T I O N S -
A U B R E Y G A R R I S O N 

Led the fight to obtain billboard 
legislation controlling the freeways which 
fell short of all we had hoped for but was 
a lot better than what we had. 

C H A P T E R O F F I C E - DON MORRISON 
1. Solved the problem of Office 

Secretary with the employment of Mrs. 
Lacey Daniels who has been a tre­
mendous asset. 

2. Now an authorized dealer of AIA 
documents. 

3. Actively pursuing a new location 
necessitated by proposed demolition of 
present building. 

G E N E R A L 
1. Gearing up for 1972 Festival of 

Arts with our annual Scholarship Ball, a 
multi-media presentation of "Birmingham 
Builds: Then. Now and When." and our 

Architectural Lecture series with Vincent 
Sculley as this years' lecturer. 

2. Collaborating with the editor of 
Birmingham magazine on an article for 
the centennial issue dealing with the 
physical environment of Birmingham in 
the next 100 years. 

3. The 1971 Ball was most successful 
ever. Jim Waters was general chairman 
and showed a balance of almost $800 
after presenting check to Auburn for 
$500. Are considering other scholarship 
opportunities as Ball increases in im­
portance and popularity. 

R E L A T E D O R G A N I Z A T I O N S 
1. Architectural Secretaries League. 

Birmingham Chapter chartered in Decem­
ber, 1970 with nine charter members -
presently have 14 members. 

2. Women's Architectural League. Be 
coming more and more active. Planned, 
decorated and furnished hors d'oeuvres 
for c o c k t a i l / r e c e p t i o n for 1971 
registrants at Chapter Office. Planning 
annual A I A Banquet meeting in January. 
Will participate in planning and execution 
of Scholarship Ball in 1972. 
Submitted by: 
B I L L B L A K E , President 
Birmingham Chapter, A IA 

MOBILE 
The Mobile Chapter is going to wind 

up the year with a Christmas party at the 
Ed Baumhauer's house. The Auxiliary 
always works hard at making this annual 
affair a gourmet's treat and preliminary 
plans sound like this year will be no 
exception. 

At the October meeting, Bill Letson, 
Architectural Review Board member, 
brought us up to date on the disappoint­
ments this group has been handed by the 
City Commissioners. Specifically, this 
committee, which has the responsibility 
of controlling design in the Historic Dis­
tricts, has been overruled by the City 
with such frequency that we are starting 
to question whether the A. I .A. should 
continue to provide this service. As much 
as we advocate preservation, constant 
frustrations and questions as to our ef­
fectiveness has killed much of our zeal. 

Nick Holmes, who is the upcoming 
Chairman of the National A. I .A. Historic 
Resource Committee, gave a very compre­
hensive and interesting report on the 
accomplishments and goals of this group. 
V I R G I N I A MARCH 
President 

MONTGOMERY 
Regular monthly meeting held in 

August, September and October. The 
November meeting was waived in favor of 
the State A I A Conference in Auburn 
which took its place. 

August meeting was a joint meeting 
(Cont inued on page 10) 
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