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A Back Alley In Downtown Montgomery May Look Like This Someday

LOWER COMMERCE STREET REDEVELOPMENT, MONTGOMERY




How to design homes
with all the comforts of home.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Jay:

Once again may | offer congratula-
tions and appreciation on behalf of the
Alabama Historical Commission for the
outstanding July-August issue of Alabama
Architect,

The feature article an the Fort Conde
Plaza reconstruction was very impressive,
and we were particularly gratified to see
Nicholas H. Holmes, Jr., the Alabama
Council of Architects’ representative on
the Alabama Historical Commission,
recognized for his extensive work on the
project.

May we please have 25 additional
copies of this issue so that each of our
Commission members wlll have a copy?

Sincerely,
W. Warner Floyd
Executive Director
Alabama Historical Commission

Dear Jay:

The Mobile Historic Development
Commission was pleased beyond words at
the July-August, 1971 issue of the ALA-
BAMA ARCHITECT,

We think the reconstruction of two
bastions of Fort Conde and the archi-
tectural park are the most imaginative
plans anywhere to improve the quality of
urban life and provide economic benefits
to the City. When this Commission ob-
tained the first Highway Archeological
Salvage Grant to expose the foundations
of Fort Conde we did not forsee it could
lead to such major development.

Mrs. Elizabeth Gould, Instructor, Art
Department at the University of South
Alabama and representing the City of
Mobile on our Commission, worked hand-
in-glove with the Mobile City Planning
Commission in the development of their
plan. She was able to supply many of the
photographs and great professional
knowledge in the history of architecture
to the work of the Planning Commission.
| would like to see her contribution
acknowledged in print in the next issue of
the ALABAMA ARCHITECT in which-
ever way you feel most suitable, We are
maost fortunate to have a person with Mrs.
Gould's talents on the above Commission
and concerned with the future of Maobile
as she, especially as pertains to the
preservation and utilization of our archi-
tectural heritage.

Yours sincerely,

Nancy N. Holmes

Executive Director

Mobile Historic Development
Commission

Mr. Robert E. Koehler, Hon. AIA
Editor, AlA Journal

1785 Massachusetts Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mr. Koehler:
Three resounding HURRAHS for
your editorial in the September AIA
Journal entitled ‘““Let's Get Back To
Architecture.” |I'm certain that the views
expressed represent those of an over-
whelming majority of Architects in Ala-
bama, the Gulf States Region, and the
entire nation!
Sincerely,
William M. Pearson AlA,
President
Alabama Council of American
Institute of Architects

cc: Jay Leavell, Executive Secretary

Dear Mr, Leavell,

Congratulations on a very fine issue
of the July-August issue of the Alabama
Architect.

Enclosed you will find check to cover
three more copies of this issue,

Sincerely yours,
E. W. Burkhardt
Auburn, Alabama

P.S. While the write-up is correct as
far as it goes, older members also know
me as Chairman of Design of the Division
of Design from 1929 to assumption of
other duties in 1956, also as Chairman of
the then Ala. Chapter AIA Legislative
Comm with Hugh Martin of Bghm and
Paul Hofferbert of Gadsden as members
for the Zoning and Enabling Acts put
through Ala. Legislature in the early
thirties, also as the *District Officer of
the Hist. Am. Bldgs Survey for 4 years of
the 30's, U.S. Delegate to the
International Congress of Architects —
Paris — 1937 of the Institute and the U.S.
Dep’t of State and Gulf Region Repre-
sentative for three years of the AIA on
the AIA Comm. on Preservation of Hist.
Monuments.

E.W.B.

*Joint Project of the Library of Con-
gress, and the Institute with the Dep’t of
Architecture of the then API as sponsor
and by endorsement of the then Ala.
Chapter.

(Continued on page 11)
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AlA Picks Alabama
Architect As “"Document
of the Month"

For many years the American Insti-
tute of Architects in Washington sent
each month to all State and local Chapter
components a packet entitled “Document
of the Month.” It contained several pieces
such as a magazine, a fee schedule, a
mailer, or some particular outstanding
typographic piece.

Unfortunately the practice was dis-
continued, but is now being reinstated.
The July-August issue of ALABAMA
ARCHITECT dealing with the Fort
Conde Plaza reconstruction in Mobile has
been selected by the Institute as the first
Document of the Month to go out to
some 255 components as the program is
renewed. The editors and Council officers
appreciate this signal honor and recogni-
tion.
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Scene Envisioned for Victorian Warehouse Section of Lower Commerce Street Shows Refurbis

LOWER COMMERCE STREET IN MONTGOMERY NEAR

The old streetcar will roll again and sounds of jazz bands
playing some Dixieland may reverberate along the antique
cobblestones as an old paddle-wheeler lazes down the river.

Sounds like old New Orleans, but it's all planned for
Montgomery, Alabama, with the proposed development of
lower Commerce Street.

Intriguing little boutiques, art shops and out-of-the-way
restaurants are envisioned for the decrepit alleyways in the old
warehouse section along the waterfront and businessmen have
also discussed having an old-timey ice cream parlor and candy
store.

The section, which occupies the west side of Commerce,
roughly begins at Mercantile Paper Co. and ends at the railroad
tracks above the river.

Planners see it as becoming Montgomery's version of New
Orlean’s old French Quarter or Underground Atlanta, the
difference being that the property is individually owned in the
other places and this would be a project of the City of
Montgomery, in part.

A riverfront park and riverboat wharf has already been
designed on the banks of the Alabama River at the end of
Commerce where the old steamboats once docked.

The Riverfront Development Committee, named by City
Commission last year, is coordinating the plans for the historic
district.

The trade buildings along the lower end of Commerce
Street have been described by experts as the finest examples of
Victorian warehouse architecture in the Southeast, and the

Sketch Depicts
Place May Look After Redevelopment

How Present Loading

committee thinks they can become tourist attractions.

The city’s proposed $14-million convention center, which
includes $4 to $5% million for land acquisition, will occupy
the adjacent four-block area.

It will face the warehouses on the other side of Commerce
Street on the east and be bounded by Bibb on the south,
Moulton on the west and Water (Union Station) on the south.

The center will seat 3,000 in the theater-auditorium which
will be used for symphonies, concerts, road shows, assemblies
and convention functions. It is designed by Pearson, Tittle,
Narrows & Associates, AlA of Montgomery.

The parking lot, which will cover two blocks across from
Union Station, will hold 1,000 cars and will also be available
for use by shoppers in the area. (See back cover for site plan.)

The old train station, purchased by the city from two
railroad companies, is under study to determine its use.

The city museum and the Montgomery Junior League have
talked about a museum there and are discussing what type.

An Indian lore, railroad, or just a general historic museum
have also been suggested.

“We need something for visitors to do when they are not
meeting at the convention center. They could shop, ride the
riverboat, go to the museum,” says Jim Inscoe, chairman of
the Riverfront District Development Committee.

The committee was named to coordinate all efforts —
restoration, recreation, tourist or trade — in the area and make
reports to City Commission.

Other community groups working on projects include the




Idings in Blocks Beginning Above Banks of Alabama to Bibb and Tallapoosa

RIVER TO BE DEVELOPED AS HISTORIC ATTRACTION

Lower Commerce Development Committee, Tandy Little,
chairman; Streetcar Revival Committee, Royce Kershaw,
chairman; Wharf and Riverboat effort of the Montgomery
Jaycees; Downtown Unlimited; the Chamber of Commerce;
and the Montgomery Chapter of Architects, AlA.

In addition to architects and engineers, there is a 13-
member advisory group to the city’s committee and a financial
and planning arm,

Inscoe is chairman and other members are Milo Howard,
Jimmie Pruett, Jr,, J. Aronstein, Jr., Rod Frazer, George
Goodwyn, Carol Brewbaker and Betty Rabinson.

The City Riverfront Park plans have been completed and
are under study by the Parks and Recreation Board before
they are let for bids, according to J. Aronstein, Jr., head of the
city's Advance Planning Department which is coordinating the
project,

Urban Consultants, Inc., developed plans for the park and
$50,000 federal funds are in the kitty for the project. The
money comes under the Urban Beautification program.

A wharf is now being constructed along the riverbank at
the end of Commerce for passengers to board the riverboat,
and will be completed before the river rises this fall with the
opening of the Jones Bluff Lock and Dam.

An old tunnel that runs under the tracks by Union Station
will be opened to provide access to the park and wharf area,
after study by structural engineers.

If it is feasible to open the tunnel, it will be well-lighted
and made completely safe. It was used for bringing goods and
freight from the riverboats up onto Commerce Street, where it
ended near the old Capitol Wholesale building. It was filled in
the mid-1930's after river traffic ceased along the Alabama to
Montgomery.

The park area will be landscaped and the Montgomery
Federation of Garden Clubs is interested in botanical gardens
there.

There will be walkways, picnic areas and ticket and a
concession stand in the park.

The Streetcar Revival Committee will have a turn-of-the-
century streetcar available for tours around the historic
district.

The electric tralley is an old survivor of the city’s streetcar
days and will run from Union Station to the Shaw House and
perhaps as far as Capitol Hill.

The Shaw House, another example of Montgomery'’s
turning to the past for present enjoyment, was restored by
Landmarks Foundation and the city at a cost of $310,000.

The museum-home was opened recently for public tours
and a Chamber of Commerce tourist information center is
across Columbus Street from the historic structure in the
Cooper-DeWolf Cottage,

Planners hope that the lower Commerce Street will
eventually become a tourist area as well as furnish entertain-
ment for conventioners.

One Montgomerian noted that many tourists visit the
historic Capitol complex here and then leave. It has been
estimated that if a portion of the thousands of tourists stayed
longer in Montgomery, over $1 million a year would go into
the economy,

The people behind the lower Commerce restoration plan
to make it a perfect place to linger.

JAYCEES PLAN OLD-TIME
PADDLE WHEEL RIVER BOAT

The Montgomery Jaycees' campaign to ““Float the
Boat"” is going on now to raise money for a paddle-wheel
craft.

The 90-foot boat will be built in Dubuque, lowa,
and floated down the Mississippi to New Orleans, over to
Mobile and up the Alabama to Montgomery once the
river is navigable this fall.

The Jaycees have enough contributions to order the
old-time riverboat, but still need funds to make pay-
ments on the $150,000 diesel-powered boat.

Some 250 passengers could travel the river as in days
of yore, with modern conveniences added.
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THEME SET FOR AUBURN ANNUAL MEETING

“Man or Machine” is the theme for
the statewide convention of the Alabama
Council of Architects in Auburn on Fri-
day and Saturday, November 12-13.

Professor Richard Millman, Head of
the Department of Architecture at
Auburn, is also serving as general chair-
man of the convention. Leading debates
on the theme subject will be Negroponte
(who will take the machine side) and
Charles Colbert (who disagrees with the
contention). A lively session should
ensue,

The tentative program looks like this:

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12:
Executive Committee Meet-
ing, Alabama Council,
A.lLA. — University Motor
Lodge
Registration —
Motor Lodge
Kick-off Lunch “Bloody
Mary’ and a Sandwich —
University Motor Lodge
Registration — Lobby,
Biggin Hall

10:30

12:15-1:30 University

1:18

1:30-4:45

2:00-3:00 The New Biggin Library
Open House

““Man or Machine” Initial
Presentations, Negroponte
and Colbert — Langdon Hall
Cocktail Hour — University
Motor Lodge

3:00-5:00

5:30-6:30

6:30 Banquet — University Motor
Lodge
8:00 Program “Man or Machine”

Debate and Summary —
University Motor Lodge

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13:
8:30-9:45 “Eye Opener” Breakfast —
University Motor Lodge
Annual Business Meeting,
Alabama Council of Archi-
tects, A.l.A. — Biggin Audi-
torium
Depart for Tuskegee
Luncheon — Mixer with
Students — Tuskegee Chapel

1:30 Prize Drawing (Recipient
must be present) and Wrap-
up

New officers for the Council will be
elected to serve the coming year.

9:45

11:45
12:156

Auburn Architectural
Students Survey
Historic Buildings

During the past few months a group
of architectural students of Auburn Uni-
versity have investigated and recorded
historic buildings for the HABS (Historic
American Building Survey). Students
selected valuable structures from
Tennessee, Kentucky and Alabama.

The objective of this project was the
preparation of the HABS inventory
sheets. The students had to record from
selected buildings such facts as the
general history and significance, sequence
of ownership, name of architects and
contractors, construction methods and
structural characteristics, detail de-
scription, site location, etc.

The inventories had been made for
the “National Register’ administered by
the HABS under the NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE. In 1935 the HISTORIC SITES
ACT established a "national policy to
preserve for public use historic sites,
buildings, and objects of national signifi-
cance for the inspiration and benefit of
the people of the United States.” In
1953, the HABS inventory form was
developed by the NATIONAL TRUST
FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION in co-
operation with the NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE and the INSTITUTE OF
AMERICAN ARCHITECTS.

The inventory sheets made by the
Auburn students will be sent to Washing-
ton. A committee of the HABS will select
a limited number of buildings of which
measured drawings and professional
photographs will be taken. The material is
then deposited in the HABS archives in
the Library of Congress and published in
State and local catalogs. Considerations
for preservation and renovation are
usually based upon these publications.

The survey included the Gingerbread
House — Opelika; First Methodist Church
— Tuskegee, Ala.; Hannover Circle —
Birmingham, Ala.; L&N Railroad Station
— Chattanooga, Tenn.; The Old Mill —
Birmingham, Ala.; Old Mulkey House
(Church) — near Tompkinsville, Ky.;
Goldwater Greek Bridge — Goldwater,
Ala.; Meadow Mill Bridge — Beulah, Ala.;
Okechobe Creek Bridge — Alexander
City, Ala.; Davis Manor — Brunswick,
Tenn.

Dr. Steffen R. Doerstling (Associate
Prof., Department of Architecture) was
superviser of this project.




Take a lesson from Auburn University

Auburn’s new Haley Center . . . the newest and most impres-
sive landmark on the campus., .. houses the University’'s
Schools of Arts and Science, and of Education. The ten-
story, $6.5 million facility contains 457 rooms. On its first
three floors, 142 class rooms, laboratories and auditorium
accommodate 8,500 to 9,000 students at a single sitting.
Tower floors four through ten contain an additional 315
rooms,

Completely cooled and heated by gas, the Center features a
functional arrangement which divides it into zones, permit-
ting different temperatures in each of the zones. The two
gas-operated absorption units which cool and heat the
Center also serve two smaller buildings, Thach and Tichenor
Halls, across the street.
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