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BUILDINGS IN PROGRESS

While the practice of architecture in the last half of the twentieth

ALABAMA ARCHITECT
GOES QUARTERLY

century has become such a complex field encompassing a multitude of With this issue ALABAMA ARCHI-
forces affecting our environment, still the architect’s first and most ef- TECT goes to a quarterly publishing
. g s s . schedule. The agazine will print four
fective tool is his drawings; those few lines put on paper that convey <5 LR L e :
2 = . ' issues yearly: Spring, Summer, Fall

what the mind perceives, and illustrates the visual result of those forces and Winter. The editors believe this

brought to bear upon a
some of those drawings

final form.

project.

On the next few pages we present
representing projects yet to be seen in their

will allow more time for in-depth cover-
age of items affecting our environ.
ment,

THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA IN BIRMINGHAM
PROPOSED ALUMNI CENTER
FELTON MORELAND COLLIER A LA ARCHITECT
BIRMINGHAN ALABAMA
L= lII" AY T s iy e e = —— m'
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[0 The Alumni Center for the
University of Alabama in Birming-
ham is planned as a group of rela-
tively small buildings around a
courtyard, with the whole complex
set on a raised base which is de-
signed to accommodate some 35
to 40 parking spaces on two levels.

[ The Medical Alumni Building
is the largest of the group, with
spaces for continuing education as
well as for the necessary office
and staff functions of the Medical
Alumni headquarters group. It
contains VIP suites, a library, study
cubicles for visiting doctors, and

social spaces to accommodate
gatherings of every size.
[ Dental and General Alumni

Buildings are set on the East and
West sides of Alumni Court, with
their lecture-meeting (continuing
education) rooms in separate build-
ings, located under a proposed fu-
ture University Club building with
rooms and suites in its tower. Im-
mediately to the North of the lec-
ture-meeting buildings is the site
of the UAB’s Student Commons,
where additional meeting and
food service facilities are planned.
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RETIREMENT HOME

ST. MARTINS IN THE PINES, BIRMINGHAM
DAVIS, SPEAKE & ASSOCIATES, A.lLA., ARCHITECTS
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

[0 The proposed apartment tower is planned as an
addition to the existing facilities (nursing home, chapel,
etc.) at St. Martin’s in the Pines near the Eastwood Mall
section of Birmingham.

ADDITION TO

DOCTORS HOSPITAL OF MOBILE

EDWARD B. BAUMHAUER, A.lLA. ARCHITECT
MOBILE, ALABAMA

[[] This 82-bedroom addition completely reorgan-
izes the administrative area and adds a new
cafeteria. Concrete frame and concrete pan floor
slabs. Three stories plus basement with structure

and foundation designed for future 2-story addi-
tion.

ALABAMA ARCHITECT
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UPPER LEVEL
(Center Area Shown on Cover)

ELLIOTT RESIDENCE, BIRMINGHAM

FULLER, CHRISTIAMN & BLAKE, A.l.A,, ARCHITECTS

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

LOWER LEVEL




umns of wood.

This chapel is under construc-
tion; exterior of brown-finish brick,
slab on grade floor, braced at
corners for interior supporting col-
Interior walls of
wood paneling. Center skylight of
glare-reducing glass.

UNION CHAPEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

HUNTSVILLE
JONES & HERRIN, A.lLA., ARCHITECTS
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

[[] The office building
is designed with the
medical profession in
mind; the gross floor
area is approximately
100,000 square feet on
eleven floors. The struc-

tural system is rein-
forced concrete; exterior
wall treatment proposed
is glass and extruded
cement - asbestos cored
panels.

PROPOSED PROFESSIONAL OFFICE BUILDING

ADJACENT TO MEDICAL CENTER, BIRMINGHAM
KIDD & WHEELER, A.lLA., ARCHITECTS
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

ALABAMA ARCHITECT




TO ALL
ALABAMA
MEMBERS
QF THE
Al A,

The Council announced at the
start of the year that we were go-
ing to emphasize action on fee
structures and education and we
are making some progress in
these and other areas.

By the time you read this, the
revised suggested fee schedule for
private work should be in print
and mailed to you shortly there-
after. This was a compromise and,
I think, pretty well reflects a con-
sensus. Please read the letter ac-
companying that document and
by all means let your Council Rep-
resentative know your opinion.
We still have not yet been able to
make much head-way on revising
State Fee Schedules but Parker
Narrows has done a tremendous
job and | hope we continue to
support him and that he can
bring this to a favorable conclu-
sion.

On education — we are doing
our best to see that practicing ar-

VOLUME 6 NUMBER 1

Alabama Architect
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THE ALABAMA ARCHITECT IS PUB-
LISHED FOR THE ALABAMA COUNCIL
OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF AR-
CHITECTS TO ADVANCE THE PROFES-
SION OF ARCHITECTURE |IN THE
STATE OF ALABAMA.

ALABAMA ARCHITECT
STAFF

EDWARD J. BONDURANT, A.l.A., Man-
aging Editor; FELTON MORELAND COL-
LIER, A.l.A., Literary Editor; FRITZ
WOEHLE, A.lLA., Art Editor; MURRAY
KIDD, A.l.A., Architectural Editor; JIM
PFAFFMAN, Graphics Editor; CLAUDE
CORNWELL, Photography Editor; JOE
GIATTINA, A.l.LA.,, Layout Editor.

JAY LEAVELL, Hon. A.l.A., Executive
Secretary/Publisher, P. O. Box 267, Mont-
gaomery, Ala. 36101 — 264-3037.

The ALABAMA ARCHITECT is the official
publication of the Alabama Council of
Architects of the American Institute of
Architects and is published bi-monthly.
The annual subscription rate is $3.00 per
year. Appearance of names and pictures
of products or services in editorial ad-
vertising copy does not constitute endorse-
ment by either the A.1.A. or the Council.
Information regarding advertising rates
and subscriptions may be obtained from
the office of the Council, Capitol Towers,
South Court at Clayton Street, Montgom-
ery, Alabama, 36104. Telephone (205)
264-5305.
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chitects in this State have more of
a say in the education of future
graduates. | believe that we have
had less influence on this than any
other profession and | hope that
this year we can find a way to
change it. Ted Szutowicz, Bill Pear-
son, and | have visited Tuskegee
and talked with their faculty and
students and they want our help.
The Council will discuss this at our
next meeting and probably sug-
gest ways for this to come about
to those of you who are interested.
Our most recent NEWSLETTER told
you of Governor Brewer's action
on our request for his help and |
think we all appreciate his attitude
and action,

The forthcoming convention in
Boston can very well have a big ef-
fect on the future of our profession
and | sincerely hope that every
Chapter will study the resolutions,
which they should receive in a few
weeks, and instruct their delegates
on voting. | frankly do not under-
stand some of the Institute’s re-
cent attitudes on why the AIA ex-
ists. Some of Mr. Slayton’s state-
ments are astonishing to me. In
any event, | hope that we can
make our voices heard.

On any action, or lack of it, that
the Council makes, you should
make us aware of your attitudes.
There are times when it is difficult
for us to know what the majority
of the members want. We will
make every effort to see that the
Council does reflect the opinion of
the majority and that we can ef-
fectively continue to coordinate
five Chapters’ work.

ARTHUR PRINCE
President

NEXT ISSUE:

ARCHITECTURAL
EDUCATION — TODAY
AND TOMORROW

The Summer Issue will explore the
present and future education of the
architect. The Dean of the School of
Architecture & Fine Arts at Auburn
University and faculty members of both
Auburn and Tuskegee Institute will
look at the architectural curricula and
compare it with that of other schools.

Students at Auburn and Tuskegee will
view the future practice of architecture.
We'll take a peek at the architectural
student of the future.

And we'll also examine new direc-
tions in architectural education. It will
be most interesting. Watch for it.

UNION BANK BUILDING
Montgomery, Alabama

Architects :
Locatell, Inc.—Architect—Atlanta, Ga.
Pearson, Humphries, Jones & Associates,
Inc.—Associate Architects—
Montgomery, Alabama
Nagler Engineers, Inc.—Structural
Engineers—Dallas, Texas

General Contractor:
Algernon-Blair, Inc.—Montgomery, Ala.

Concrete:
Hodgson Concrete Company, Inc.—
Montgomery, Ala.

Concerete Block:
Builders Supply Company, Inc.—
Montgomery, Ala.

Precast:
Exposaic Industries, Inc.—
Winston-Salem, N. C.

CONCRETE
IS FOREVER
for
BEAUTY
PERMANENCE
EASY MAINTENANCE

ALABAMA CONCRETE
INDUSTRIES
ASSOCIATION

P. 0. Box 4157 660 Adams Ave.
Montgomery, Alabama 36104
Phone 265-2736
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STABLER PAINT MFG. CO.
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| Acrviic

SPEC-FILE

In each issue of the “Alabama Architect,” a product from one of our advertisers will be selected by the staff
to be featured in the form of a sample architects specification which can be removed and filed as a guide for
future use. The ALABAMA ARCHITECT assumes no responsibility for the technological accuracy of the infor-
mation contained herein but suggests that the supplier be contacted for additional information, and clarifi-
cation of the use of the product.

3.1

3.2

3.3.

3.4

DIVISION 9 FINISHES

Section 9—Exterior Acrylic Coating

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:
The work covered by this section consists of furnishing all labor, materials, tools and equipment necessary

to apply a smooth finish on unpainted exterior woed surfaces, including pine, fir, spruce, cedar, cypress
and redwood.

MATERIALS:
Primer shall be Staco No. 174 Stain Resistant Acrylic Exterior Primer as manufactured by the Stabler Paint

Mfg. Co., Birmingham, Alabama. Top Coats shall be Staco No. 175 Exterior Acrylic Paint as manufac-
tured by the above company.

SURFACE PREPARATION:
The surface should be dry and free of dirt, mildew, saps, excess tannin, rosin and knots.

Any knots or surfaces with excess tannin should be preprimed with the primer before applying primer
coat.

All nail holes, cracks or crevices should be filled with butyl or latex caulking compound. Any cracks
around door jambs, windows, etc., must be filled with the same caulk. Large crevices that are one-half
inch in width and one inch in depth or more should be filled with a polyurethane joint backer rod before
caulking.

Surface temperature shall be not less than 50 degrees for 24 hours before, during and after application
of paint. The Primer normally dries in one hour and top coats can be applied the same day.

APPLICATION:

The surface should receive one coat of the primer and two top coats of the finish coating. The paint
should be applied by brush, roller or spray.

COLORS AND FINISHES:

Samples of colors and finishes shall be supplied and approved by the archtiect before proceeding with
the work if requested by the architect.

CLEANING AND REMOVAL:
Clean Up — Use Water

Premises to be left in clean, orderly condition following completion of the job.

ALABAMA ARCHITECT




STACO # 174
STAIN
RESISTANT
EXTERIOR
ACRYLIC PRIMER

A primer designed to combat prevalent
problems sueh as:

Grain cracking and blistering on woods
such as fir, spruce and pine (yellow pine can
be difficult). Improved flexibility and outstand-
ing adhesion over damp substrata are qualities
of Staco #174 Primer.

Coatability is affected by knots, pitch
pockets and extractable color bodies such as
saps, tannin and rosin. The water and oil-solu-
ble extractives from staining type wood such
as cedar, southern cypress and redwood may
migrate to the surface and stain through the
primer.

The stain resisting qualities of Staco #174
Primer afford greater resistance to such stain-
ing.

One prime coat of Staco #174 primer and
two coats of Staco #175 Exterior Acrylic com-
prise a system for exterior painting of wood
surfaces that we consider superior. This con-
clusion is based on the observation of panels
and exterior paint jobs after two to five years
exposure in southern climate,

We are appreciative of the confidence that
many architects, engineers and contractors have
shown in Staco Architectural Coatings.

STABLER PAINT MFG. CO.

INCORPORATED
MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY PAINTS

2700 TWENTY-FIFTH STREET NORTH

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35207 (205) 328-6331
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BOOK REVIEW

by FELTON MORELAND COLLIER
A.lLA., ARCHITECT

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE
WELL-TEMPERED ENVIRONMENT

by Reyner Banham
published by the University of Chicago Press, Chicago.
1969. $15.00.

The author of this thoughtful, interesting book is
Reader in Architecture at University College, London.
The book was prepared under a grant from the
Graham Foundation of Chicago (John Entenza, for
years the moving spirit behind my favorite profes-
sional journal, Arts and Architecture, is director of
the Graham Foundation).

The instant book begins, in a sense, where Sig-
fried Gledion’s MECHANIZATION TAKES COMMAND
left off when it was published in 1950. The pace
of technological innovation in the intervening 19
years has been so fast that it may require some ef-
fort for us to recall that such commonplace items as
the suspended ceiling (in the forms in which we use
it every day) have had much of their development
since 1950. In its opening chapters, Banham’s work
recalls the writers of the early 1950's who were hell-
bent on demonstrating the desirability of regionalism
in design, particularly in the field of site orientation
to take advantage of the prevailing breeze and
sun, of cross-ventilation. He reminds us in plain
terms that these qualities still are important, despite
the availability of glass skyscrapers with four simi-
lar sides in environments as different as Arctic wastes
and African deserts, since the building may be made
habitable though the more or less intensive use of
mechanical environmental control. Banham makes
quite a case for the differentiation between struc-
tural and mechanical controls. He feels that the
structural alternative is the historical and restrictive
vernacular which mechanism helps us to modify (or
replace) with better solutions adaptive to need
which may be less restrictive of function. He sees
some of the currently fashionable building types as
status symbols, a view which this reviewer has been
known to share! Written in British English, printed in
Great Britain, this carefully documented book is a
worthy addition to the continuing series which the
University of Chicago Press has published over the
past several years. It should be required reading for
all practicing architects who design their own work,
and it should be read with interest by their mechani-
cal engineers.



The right
floor covering

for any job.

Let our trained
personnel assist
with your
specifications.

BEBCO
Distributors

ARMSTRONG FLOORS
MOHAWK CARPETS

Birmingham
501 So. 12th St.
Phone 323-1694

Montgomery
704 No. Perry St.
Phone 262-6676

Castone

Specialists in
Avrchitectural Precast Conerete

Castone Corporation
P. O. Box 747
Opelika, Alabama 36801
Phone (205) 745-3571
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INTRODUCING THE 1970
CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

AUBURN CHAPTER AIlA

Ted Szutowicz
Theodore J.

Szutowicz, Architect
P. O. Box 698

Phenix City, Ala. 36867
Phone: 298-3651

BIRMINGHAM CHAPTER AIA

James E. Adams
Cobb/Adams/Benton
921 City Federal Bldg.
Birmingham, Ala.
35203

Phone: 251-5258

MOBILE CHAPTER AIA

Roderick B. Slater
Slater & Slater,
Architects

1456 Dauphin Street
Mobile, Ala. 36604
Phone: 471-4317

MONTGOMERY CHAPTER AlA

Donald L. Horton
Director, Regional
Planning Commission
P. O. Box 4034
Montgomery, Ala,
36105

Phone: 265-7864

NORTH ALABAMA CHAPTER AIA

Malcolm E. Smith
Northington, Smith &
Kranert, Architects
1949 Florence Blvd.
Florence, Ala. 35630
Phone: 764-8861

OVER 3,000
influential persons see your message

in each issue of

ALABAMA ARCHITECT

Write or call for information

Paul
/Qo/n’rfdon

® EXTERIORS
® |NTERIORS
® AERIAL
® COLOR
® BLACK & WHITE

ARCHITECTURAL
PHOTOGRAPHY

Many photos published in architectural
forum & other publications.

NEW LOCATION

847 South Perry St.
Monigomery, Ala.
Phone 263-0413

Special attn. to work anywhere
in the State.
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EDITORIAL —

ARCHITECTURE TODAY

We are inclined to point with pride at our ac-
complishments, at the great strides we have made in-
tellectually, technically and socially. Only when we
come across someone’s writings from the past ad-
vocating ideas which have still not become reality
after the passing of 30 years, do we realize how
slowly real change takes place. The excerpt below
purported to have been put forth in 1940 is such an
example.

"Architecture today is an autonomous discipline,
participating in and promoting the organization and
the ordering of man’s life, of which it is the concrete
expression.

“The Architecture of a modern office building,
for example, establishes, regulates, coordinates, and
directs the actions of those who work in it. The ar-
chitecture of a big department store channels the
movements not only of its employees but also of its
customers, whether to sell or to buy, to “just look”
or to rest.

“"Modern architecture determines a general style
that is a style of life. It is not a question of style of
buildings (as some . . . believe who would like to
repeat today the forms of the past). Today's archi-
tecture originates the style of men’s life, not a style
of buildings.

“Architecture interprets life in a progressive
sense. It desires perfect and exact buildings — just
as science desires perfect and exact processes — for
the sake of further human activity. Its celebrative
function of ancient times thus changes into a prophetic
function. Architecture is the laboratory of the fu-
ture; it prepares the future.

“The modern architect does not serve the cus-
tomer any more; the modern architect takes upon
himself a social function. He evolves his own poli-
tics, the politics of modern architecture. He knows
that architecture rather than purely formal esthetic
will dictate the new, undebatable architectural
forms. He thereby overcomes academicism and func-
tionalism (which should be taken for granted in
every building) in order to follow the social function
of his art and profession. Here lies his real func-
tionalism. Correspondingly, he recognizes only one
tradition, not that of preceding forms but that of the
perfect, exact achievement. For the exclusively di-
mensional moduli of former times he substitutes
moduli of a technological, economic, and productive
kind. His buildings, while beautiful, must comply
with precise techniques of economy and production.
It is this exactness and social orientation, not esthetic
premises, that give origin to the undebatable forms
of modern architecture.

“A stadium seating one hundred thousand peo-
ple that must be built as inexpensively, rapidly, and
with as sound a structure as possible, for instance,
presents a problem without precedents of style and
determines of itself, spontaneously, a modern archi-
tectural form. This form is achieved by simple com-
pliance with the actual purpose of the building and
with its new dimensions. In the same way, a theater
for an audience of ten thousand, a camp on the sea-

SPRING 1970

shore, a school in the open air, or an airport deter-
mine modern architectural forms of themselves and
without precedents

“These works and others of a similar nature
are an expression, in their social vocation, of today’s
way of life and its social and technical ideals. They
represent the goal of this vocation all over the world.
With the same enthusiasm, they solve the same so-
cial problems being tackled by the whole world in
the bloody struggles of our dramatic age. They
signify the ideals by which humanity will once again
start working for and believing in peace.”

GIO PONTI
IN PRAISE OF ARCHITECTURE

GRESHAM, WILLIAMS AND JOHNSON CO.
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P. O. BOX 1708
DECATUR, ALABAMA 35601
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To bring you the best
possible products and
service
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ALABAMA ONST RUCTION

General Contractors

Post Office Box 1506 Decatur, Alabama
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Alabama’s CENTRAL Source
for Technical Information
and Distribution of

Aluminum
Windows

Representing the Nation’s MAJOR MANUFACTURERS of
ALUMINUM AND STEEL WINDOWS

COMBINATION
CASEMENT FROJECTER THERMAL CONTROL

Also a Complete Line of CURTAIN WALL &
Complete Line of BUILDING SPECIALTIES

Modernfold Folding Doors Majestic Fireplace Grills
Hotpoint Built-In Appliances Kitchen-Aid Dishwashers
Nutone Built-In Equipment Sun Control Grills

Kwik-Set Hardware Kane Detention Screens
Amweld Hollow Metal Nord Wood Doors & Columns
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