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(cont inued f r o m cover) 

W h a t is t h i s p u r p o s e of t h e n e w 
a r c h i t e c t u r e ? I d o u b t t h e p u r p o s e is 
a b s t r a c t s c u l p t u r e , n o r do I b e l i e v e 
it to be p r o f e s s i o n a l m a g a z i n e o r 
p r e s s h e a d l i n e s ( p r o o r c o n ) . R a t h e r , 
I b e l i e v e t h e p u r p o s e h a s to do w i t h 
t h e n a t u r e of t h o s e w h o i n d w e l l o u r 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . W h a t Is it t h a t m o t i ­
v a t e s b o t h o n t h e s i m p l e l e v e l of b i o ­
l o g i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e a n d o n t h e m o r e 
c o m p l e x l e v e l of p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e ­
q u i r e m e n t s a n d a s p i r a t i o n s ? 

T h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e r e a l c l i e n t 
w e s e r v e is n o t t h e i n d i v i d u a l , c o m ­
m i t t e e , o r a g e n c y w h i c h p a y s o u r 
b i l l s . T h i s c l i e n t m a y b e m o r e p r o p ­
e r l y t e r m e d a s p o n s o r ( o r a c o -
s p o n s o r w i t h u s ) . O u r c l i e n t is t h e 
f o l k w h o w i l l d w e l l in o u r s t r u c t u r e 
u p o n i t s c o m p l e t i o n . 

T h e t e s t f o r s u c c e s s of a n y s t r u c ­
t u r e is n o t t h e h a p p e n s t a n c e s c u l p ­
t u r a l e f f e c t o r r e s u l t i n g h e a d l i n e s , 
b u t r a t h e r t h e r e a c t i o n of t h o s e w h o 
m u s t l i v e w i t h w h a t w e h a v e c r e ­
a t e d . 

I s u s p e c t w h a t w e a r e r e a l l y 
s p e a k i n g of is s o m e t h i n g c a l l e d " h u ­
m a n e a r c h i t e c t u r e . " I t i s n o t t h e a r ­
c h i t e c t u r e w e s e e t o d a y — a n a r ­
c h i t e c t u r e w h i c h a p p e a r s o u t of 
s c a l e a n d u n c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e h u ­
m a n u s e r . A b i o l o g i s t p r o p o s e s , a n d 
t o d a y ' s a r c h i t e c t u r e s u g g e s t s , t h a t t h e 
l o g i c a l t h i n g to d o i s to d e s i g n t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t , a n d t h e n a d a p t t h e h u ­
m a n b e i n g to it b y g e n e t i c m a n i p u l a ­
t i o n . H u m a n a d a p t a t i o n is p o s s i b l e , 
y e t i t a p p a l l s m e ! 

W h a t f o r m " n e w a r c h i t e c t u r e " w i l l 
t a k e , I do not k n o w . I s u g g e s t it 
w i l l be s o m e f o r m of m e g a - a r c h i ­
t e c t u r e ; in f a c t , it m a y e v e n be a 
n o n - a r c h i t e c t u r e . C e r t a i n l y t h e i d e a 
of d i s c r e t e s t r u c t u r e s f o r s p e c i a l i z e d 
f u n c t i o n s is o b s o l e t e , j u s t a s t h e c o n ­
c e p t of d i s c r e t e b u i l d i n g t r a d e s c o n ­
s t r u c t i n g " b i t s a n d p i e c e s " of a 
s t r u c t u r e is o b s o l e t e ( y e t it is w i t h 
u s s t i l l ) . I f t h i s is t h e p r o d u c t of 
" n e w a r c h i t e c t u r e " o n e m u s t a n t i c i ­
p a t e in t h e f u t u r e , it r a i s e s t h e q u e s ­
t i o n of t h e p r o c e s s r e q u i r e d to 
a c h i e v e t h i s p r o d u c t . F o r t h i s p r o c e s s 
I e m p l o y t h e t e r m " u r b a n d e s i g n " 
w i t h o u t a p o l o g y , a c k n o w l e d g i n g t h a t 
f e w p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e o n t h e 
A I A C o m m i t t e e o n U r b a n D e s i g n , 
r e a l l y a g r e e u p o n w h a t c o n s t i t u t e s 
u r b a n d e s i g n . T h e C o m m i t t p e t r i e d 
f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s to d e f i n e u r b a n 
d e s i g n a n d f i n a l l y g a v e u p i n u t t e r 
f r u s t r a t i o n . It a p p e a r s to m e to 
h a v e e i g h t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 
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F i r s t is a q u e s t i o n of s c a l e — t h e 

g e o g r a p h i c s c a l e , t h e t i m e s c a l e , t h e 
s c a l e of c o m p l e x i t y . W e m a y not 
a s s u m e t h a t w e a r e a b l e to d e s i g n a 
s t r u c t u r e w h i c h t h r e e o r f o u r y e a r s 
f r o m n o w w i l l b e a d m i r e d b y o u r ­
s e l v e s — a l o n g w i t h o u r p r e s s . W e 
a c c e p t t h a t w e m a y be a l i f e t i m e d e ­
s i g n i n g a n u r b a n a r e a , o r a s e g m e n t 
of a n u r b a n a r e a . It m a y s t r e t c h 
m a n y m i l e s ; i t m a y b e a t o t a l m e ­
t r o p o l i s s u c h a s G r e a t e r S t o c k h o l m . 

T h e c o m p l e x i t i e s w i t h w h i c h w e d e a l 
m a y r e q u i r e m o r e t h a n t h e t r a d i t i o n ­
al s e r v i c e s of t h e s t r u c t u r a l a n d m e ­
c h a n i c a l e n g i n e e r a n d t h e l a n d s c a p e 
a r c h i t e c t . 

T h e s e c o n d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c is u r b a n 
p l a n n i n g in t h e t h i r d d i m e n s i o n . 
T h i s s u g g e s t s a b r i d g e b e t w e e n 
p l a n n i n g , a s a t w o - d i m e n s i o n a l q u a s i 
s c i e n c e , a n d a r c h i t e c t u r e , a s a t h r e e -
d i m e n s i o n a l n o n - s c i e n c e . A t h r e e -
d i m e n s i o n a l c o n c e p t is a c h i e v a b l e a t 
a n y s c a l e to e n a b l e t h e l e v e l of a 
r e g i o n to be c o n c e p t u a l i z e d , e v e n a 
r e g i o n e m b r a c i n g s e v e r a l s t a t e s . 

T h e t h i r d is t h e p r o c e s s of p o s i n g 
a n d e v a l u a t i n g a l t e r n a t i v e s a g a i n s t 
a t r u e s c a l e of c o s t a n d b e n e f i t s . 
T h e m e a s u r i n g o f a d e s i g n s o l e l y o n 
t h e b a s i s of f i r s t c o s t a n d f u n c t i o n a l 
p r o s a n d c o n s i s too n a r r o w . T h i s 
l i m i t e d s p e c t r u m of c o s t s a n d b e n e ­
f i t s m a y h a v e b e e n a p p r o p r i a t e to 
o u r f r o n t i e r n a t i o n t w e n t y y e a r s a g o ; 
h o w e v e r , it i s n o l o n g e r a p p r o p r i a t e 
f o r o u r n a t i o n t o d a y , t h e m a t u r e 
l e a d e r of w e s t e r n c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

I do no t b e l i e v e o u r r e c e n t P r e s i ­
d e n t s h a v e b e e n g r e a t a e s t h e t e s . I 
do b e l i e v e t h e y h a v e b e e n g r e a t p o l i ­
t i c i a n s . F o r t h e f i r s t t i m e s i n c e 
T h o m a s J e f f e r s o n , a P r e s i d e n t m a y 
s p e a k of t h e q u a l i t y of l i f e in t h i s 
c o u n t r y , of a e s t h e t i c s a s a p o l i t i c a l 
i s s u e . I b e l i e v e h e is r e s p o n d i n g , a s 
a p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r , to a n e w c h o r d in 
t h e e l e c t o r a t e . I f w e d e s i r e a t r u e 
m e a s u r e of c o s t s a n d b e n e f i t s , w e 
h a v e to c o m b i n e n o t o n l y f i r s t c o s t 
a n d f u n c t i o n , b u t e c o n o m i c b e n e f i t s 
c r e a t e d a n d d e s t r o y e d , h i s t o r i c a l 
v a l u e s e n h a n c e d o r d i m i n i s h e d , s o c i a l 
s y s t e m s a n d v a l u e s — a n d a e s t h e t i c s . 

H e r e w e s e e t h e p r o p e r r o l e of s y s ­
t e m s e n g i n e e r i n g , t h e r o l e of t h e 
c o m p u t e r , p r o g r a m m e d to e v a l u a t e 
d e s i g n a l t e r n a t i v e s a g a i n s t t h i s n e w 
s p e c t r u m of c o s t s a n d b e n e f i t s . W e 
s e e t h e n e c e s s i t y , t h e r e f o r e , to q u a n t i ­
f y a n u m b e r of f a c t o r s in c o m p u t e r 
p r o g r a m m i n g w h i c h u n t i l n o w h a v e 
not been q u a n t i f i e d . 

A f o u r t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ( o l d f o r t h e 
a r c h i t e c t — n e w f o r t h e p l a n n e r ) is 
u r b a n d e s i g n o p e r a t i n g o n a c o n ­
t i n u u m . It c o m m e n c e s o n t h e n e a r 
e n d w i t h r e s e a r c h , p r o g r a m m i n g , 
e v a l u a t i o n , s y s t e m s a n a l y s i s . It c o n ­
c l u d e s o n t h e f a r e n d , h o w e v e r f a r 
t h i s m a y b e ; i. e . , t w e n t y y e a r s — a 
l i f e t i m e , w i t h t h e " f a i t a c c o m p l i " of 
t h e a r t i f a c t . T h i s is t h e t h e m e of 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e s e r v i c e s t h a t t h e A I A 
h a s b e e n f o s t e r i n g f o r a d e c a d e . M y 
e x p e r i e n c e is t h a t , if t h i s c o n t i n u u m 
is i n t e r r u p t e d , t h e p l a n w h i c h i s l e f t 
on t h e s h e l f f o r l a t e r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
is , ipso f a c t o , o b s o l e t e , w h e r e a s t h e 
p l a n w h i c h is b u i l t o n s c h e d u l e is n o t 
o b s o l e t e . 

T h i s b r i n g s m e to t h e f i f t h c h a r ­
a c t e r i s t i c , s y s t e m s e n g i n e e r i n g . T h i s 
is p a r t a n d p a r c e l of u r b a n d e s i g n in 
t e r m s of a " p l a n f o r p l a n n i n g . " T o o 
o f t e n w e p r e s e n t o u r s e l v e s a s g i f t e d 
d e s i g n e r s a n d p l a n n e r s , y e t w e do 
n o t o r g a n i z e o u r s e l v e s a s w e w o u l d 
l i k e to o r g a n i z e o u r c l i e n t s . 

T h e s i x t h i s t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 
p r o c e s s w h i c h i n v o l v e s d e s i g n a n d 
t h e h e i r a r c h y of d e c i s i o n m a k i n g . I t 
e n c o m p a s s e s t h e f u l l r a n g e of a l -
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Senior pa r tner , R o g e r s . T a l i a f e r r o , K o s -
t r i t sky . L a m b of B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d . 
R e c e i v e d B A degree f r o m P r i n c e t o n U n i ­
ve rs i ty . Master of F i n e A r t s in A r c h i t e c ­
ture f rom Pr ince ton G r a d u a t e S c h o o l , a n d 
Cer t i f i ca te in N a v a l A r c h i t e c t u r e f r o m U. 
S. N a v a l Post G r a d u a t e S c h o o l . A r c h i t e c t 
and U r b a n P l a n n e r , w a s P a r t n e r - i n - C h a r g e 
of P l a n for Downtown H a r t f o r d . P l a n for 
Downtown I thaca . C h u r c h of the R e d e e m e r 
in B a l t i m o r e . Cap i ta l C i t y P l a n . I t h a c a , 
New Y o r k ; Downtown P l a n . G r e e n s b o r o . 
North C a r o l i n a : T r u m b u l l C e n t e r P r o i e c t 
P l a n . Har t fo rd . C o n n e c t i c u t ; a n d F o u n t a i n 
S q u a r e P l a z a . C i n c i n n a t i . O h i o . 

t e r n a t i v e s w h i c h a r e p o s e d t o t h e d e ­
c i s i o n m a k e r . T h e d e c i s i o n m a k i n g 
p r o c e s s b e g i n s w i t h s t r a t e g i c o b j e c ­
t i v e s s t a t e d a s a c h i e v a b l e a l t e r n a ­
t i v e s w i t h i n t h e p a r a m e t e r s o f a 
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e . T h e s e a l t e r n a t i v e s 
a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l l y e v a l u a t e d , r e c o g ­
n i z i n g t h a t t h e c l i e n t / d e c i s i o n m a k e r 
c o n t r o l s t h e f i n a l d e c i s i o n s f o r r e a ­
s o n s t h a t m a y d i v e r g e f r o m t h e 
t e c h n i c a l r a t i o n a l e o f t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l 
e v a l u a t o r . T h r o u g h o u t t h i s p r o c e s s 
a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e p o s e d a n d e v a l u a t e d ; 
t a c t i c s of d e s i g n a r e i n t r o d u c e d , a n d 
f i n a l l y , i m p l e m e n t e d . 

O n e of t h e k e y q u a l i t i e s o f f e r e d b y 
t h e a r c h i t e c t to t h i s p r o c e s s , o n e 
w h i c h t h e d e c i s i o n m a k e r r e c o g ­
n i z e s a n d i n a r t i c u l a t e l y h u n g e r s f o r , 
is i m a g i n a t i o n . 

I m a g i n a t i o n i n i t s l i t e r a l s e n s e , 
no t in i t s b a s t a r d i z e d v e r s i o n , i m ­
p l y i n g d r e a m i n g a n d i m p r a c t i c a b i l i ­
t y , is t h e a b i l i t y to f o r e c a s t t h e 
i m a g e of d e c i s i o n , t h e a b i l i t y t o s y n ­
t h e s i z e , to d e s c r i b e t h e s e i m a g e s 
g r a p h i c a l l y . T h i s i s a u n i q u e a r ­
c h i t e c t u r a l a b i l i t y . 

A n d t h e g r a p h i c m o d e o f s y n t h e s i s 
a n d i l l u s t r a t i o n of i m a g e c r e a t e s a 
s i m u l t a n e i t y w h i c h i s n o t p o s s i b l e 
in t h e a r i t h m e t i c o r v e r b a l s y m b o l o -
g y . T h e r e h e m u s t r e v i e w s e q u e n ­
t i a l l y n u m b e r s o r w o r d s t h r o u g h a 
s t e p - b y - s t e p e x p l a n a t i o n . T h e g r a p h ­
ic d e p i c t i o n is s i m u l t a n e o u s . I t 
s y n t h e s i z e s i m m e d i a t e l y a n d i s , 
t h e r e f o r e , a b e t t e r m o d e o f c o m m u ­
n i c a t i o n t h a n a r e w o r d s a n d n u m ­
b e r s . 
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tH E N E W A R C H I T E C T U R E w a s the t h e m e of a r e c e n t 

c o n v e n t i o n o f T h e A m e r i c a n Insti tute of A r c h i t e c t s 

n N e w Y o r k C i t y . In a d o p t i n g s u c h a t h e m e t h e A I A 

a n d t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r o f e s s i o n w e r e I t h i n k p o s i n g a 

r a t h e r s t a r t l i n g p r o p o s i t i o n , to w i t : 

1_. T h a t , a f t e r t w e n t y y e a r s of s u c c e s s in " s e l l i n g " c o n ­

t e m p o r a r y a r c h i t e c t u r e a s a s t y l e , s o m e t h i n g n e w 

is n o w r e q u i r e d f r o m the a rch i tec t . 

2 . T h a t to b e r e a l l y n e w that w h i c h is r e q u i r e d m u s t 

b e m o r e t h a n s i m p l y a n o t h e r s t y l e . 

3 . T h a t the p u r p o s e o f the n e w a r c h i t e c t u r e r e l a t e s to 

the p u r p o s e of o u r t roub led soc ie ty a t w h a t m a y 

b e a n h is tor ic t u r n i n g point in o u r n a t i o n a l h is to ry 

a n d t h a t th is p u r p o s e w i l l i n e v i t a b l y s h a p e the n e w 

a r c h i t e c t u r e . ( c o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 2 ) 



T h e f i n a l a s p e c t of d e c i s i o n m a k ­
i n g i s t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of a l t e r n a ­
t i v e s , a n d t h e d e c i s i o n t a k e n u p o n 
a l t e r n a t i v e s , i n a f i s h b o w l . T h u s 
t h e c o m m u n i t y a s a w h o l e p a r t i c i ­
p a t e s i n a n d u n d e r s t a n d s t h e p r o c e s s . 
T h i s i s c o n t r a r y to c u r r e n t p r o c e ­
d u r e s w h e r e t h e a r c h i t e c t c o n d u c t s 
b u s i n e s s i n a g a r r e t t a n d t h e d e c i ­
s i o n m a k e r o p e r a t e s f r o m b e h i n d a 
d e s k . T h e p u b l i c i s o n l y a l l o w e d in 
a t t h e l a s t m o m e n t w h e n t h e s i l v e r 
d i s h i s p i c k e d o f f a n d t h e g r e a t u n ­
c h a n g e a b l e p l a n i s p r e s e n t e d . 

T h e s e v e n t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f u r ­
b a n d e s i g n m a y b e t e r m e d " a d v o ­
c a c y u r b a n d e s i g n . " T h i s g i v e s a r t i c u ­
l a t i o n to t h e " f i s h b o w l " a s p e c t m e n ­
t i o n e d a b o v e . T h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e 
c o m m u n i t y m u s t o r g a n i z e t o p a r t i c i ­
p a t e p o s i t i v e l y in t h e d e c i s i o n m a k ­
i n g p r o c e s s f o r p l a n s t h a t p h y s i c a l l y 
a f f e c t i t s o w n a r e a . F u r t h e r , d e c i ­
s i o n s n o t i n v o l v i n g t h e c o m m u n i t y , 
a l o o f f r o m t h e c o m m u n i t y , m a y w e l l 
t u r n o u t to be n o n - d e c i s i o n s . 

T h e e i g h t h a n d f i n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
is t h e " d e v e l o p m e n t t e a m , " a n e w 
m e c h a n i s m f o r c a r r y i n g f o r w a r d u r ­
b a n d e s i g n o n t h e s c a l e of w h i c h w e 
a r e s p e a k i n g . T h e d e s i g n t e a m 
c r o s s e s t h e d i s c i p l i n e s ; m a y be h e a d ­
e d b y a r c h i t e c t s , b u t n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 
s o ; w i l l i n c l u d e m a n y n o n - d e s i g n 
d i s c i p l i n e s ( i . e . . s o c i o l o g y , e c o n o m ­
i c s ) . A s p o n s o r ' s t e a m , w h i c h s i g n s 
t h e c h e c k s f o r t h e d e s i g n t e a m , r e n ­
d e r s t h e d e c i s i o n s u p o n i t s a l t e r n a ­
t i v e s . T h i s i s v e r y d i f f e r e n t f r o m 
o u r c u r r e n t I d e a o f t h e c l i e n t to 
w h o m w e o w e p r i m e l o y a l t y . T h e 
c o m m u n i t y t e a m a r t i c u l a t e s a n d 
g i v e s e x p r e s s i o n to t h e w i s h e s a n d 
a s p i r a t i o n s of t h e c o m m u n i t y i n ­
v o l v e d i n s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t . 

THE NEW ARCHITECT 
I f t h i s I s t h e " n e w a r c h i t e c t u r e . " 

t h e n t h r o u g h d e d u c t i o n w e m a y b e 
a b l e to d e s c r i b e t h e " n e w a r c h i t e c t . " 

F i r s t , t h e g r e a t n e e d t o d a y i s f o r 
g e n e r a l i s t s , n o t f o r s p e c i a l i s t s . W e 
h a v e o v e r s p e c i a l i z e d . s u b d i v i d e d , a n d 
s u b - s u b d i v i d e d to t h e p o i n t w h e r e 
t h e c r y i n g n e e d i n o u r p r o f e s s i o n , in 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d i n d u s t r y i s f o r t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l w h o i s c a p a b l e of s y n t h e ­
s i z i n g , c o m p r e h e n d i n g , a n d m o t i v a t ­
i n g a l l c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d s p e c i a l ­
t i e s . 

S e c o n d , d e s i g n w i l l b e p e r f o r m e d 
b y a t e a m o f p e e r s in w h i c h t h e a r ­
c h i t e c t m a y b e In " a b r a s i v e " c o n ­
t a c t w i t h t h e s o c i o l o g i s t , a n d in 
w h i c h h e m a y d i s c o v e r t h a t t h e s o ­
c i o l o g i s t i s b e t t e r a t c o n c e p t u a l i z a ­
t i o n , r e g a r d l e s s o f l a b e l . T h e t e a m 
l e a d e r in e a c h i n s t a n c e w i l l e m e r g e 
b y v i r t u e o f t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s h e w i l l 
m a k e . T h i s c l e a r l y m e a n s t h e d a y of 
t h e d e s i g n h e r o i s o v e r . N o i n d i v i d ­
u a l a r c h i t e c t p o s s e s s e s t h e i n h e r e n t 
c a p a c i t y to c o m p r e h e n d t h e c o m ­
p l e x i t i e s of t h e p r o b l e m o n t h e s c a l e 
w e a r e p o s i n g . H e m a y be a h e r o 
In t h e s e n s e o f o f f e r i n g l e a d e r s h i p 
a n d m o t i v a t i o n to a d e s i g n t e a m , b u t 
h e ' l l v e r y l i k e l y b e a n o n - h e r o o n 
t h e d e s i g n l e v e l . 

W e m u s t s e e k " c o l l a b o r a t i o n " a s 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m " c o - o r d i n a t i o n " 
— in w h i c h t h e d e c i s i o n m a k e r a n d 
t h e d e c i s i o n m a k i n g t e a m a r e I n -
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v o l v e d o n t h e s a m e s i d e o f t h e t a b l e 
w i t h t h e d e s i g n e r a n d c i t i z e n s . H o r i ­
z o n t a l l y w e s e e c o l l a b o r a t i o n in a 
l i t e r a l s e n s e — a b r i d g e f o r a l l t h e 
s p e c i a l t i e s w e n o w c o m p r e h e n d . 

W i t h t h i s s i t u a t i o n , it s e e m s to 
m e . t h e a r c h i t e c t c a n n o l o n g e r be a n 
a b d i c a t o r . H e c a n n o t s i m p l y s o l v e 
t h e p r o b l e m a n d q u i t t h e r e , n o r m a y 
h e d i c t a t e , a n d i m p o s e a p e r s o n a l 
d e s i g n s o l u t i o n o n e v e r y p r o b l e m . 
In t h e e n d h e m u s t s t a n d f o r t h a s 
a n a r t i s t . 

I p a r a p h r a s e W i n s t o n C h u r c h i l l : 
T h e a r c h i t e c t i s i n d e e d an a r t i s t 
w r a p p e d in a p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d s u r ­
r o u n d e d b y a b u s i n e s s m a n . Y e t t h e 
c e n t e r of w o r k f o r t h e a r c h i t e c t , b y 
w h a t e v e r l a b e l u s e d ( u r b a n d e s i g n ­
e r , p l a n n e r , e t c . ) is a r t . 

T h e r e i s a p r o c e s s to a r t i s t i c c r e a ­
t i o n w h i c h i s c o n s i s t e n t a n d a o p l i c a -
b l e e v e n to a r c h i t e c t u r e . F i r s t t h e 
a r t i s t m u s t u n d e r s t a n d ( c o m p r e h e n d ) 
h i s r a w m a t e r i a l s . T h e n h e m u s t c o n ­
c e i v e , a n d t h i s c o n c e p t i o n is l a r g e l y 
i n t u i t i v e . T h i s i s t r u e f o r t h e a r c h i ­
t e c t , a s w e l l a s f o r o t h e r a r t i s t s . A r t 
i s b o r n in t h e v o i d c r e a t e d by a t r u e 
a t t e m p t a t u n d e r s t a n d i n g . F i n a l l y t h e 
a r t i s t m u s t i m p l e m e n t o r e x e c u t e . I 
s u s p e c t a g r e a t m a n y of u s l i k e to 
c o n c e i v e , b u t no t u n d e r s t a n d . W e a r e 
u n w i l l i n g to t r u l y e x h a u s t o u r s e l v e s 
in t h i s a r t i s t i c p r o c e s s . 

A r c h i t e c t u r e f o l l o w s t h i s p r o c e s s 
a n d is a n a r t s u c h a s t h e o t h e r a r t s , 
d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e o n l y in t h a t it u t i l i z e s 
a d i f f e r e n t r a w m a t e r i a l . R a w m a ­
t e r i a l f o r t h e c a r v e r i s w o o d a n d 
g r a i n w h i c h h e m u s t r e s p e c t : r a w 
m a t e r i a l f o r t h e a r c h i t e c t is t h e p r a c ­
t i c a l p r o b l e m a n d i t s p r a c t i c a l s o l u ­
t i o n . 

T h e r o l e of t h e a r c h i t e c t is t h e r e ­
l e a s i n g of f o r m s f r o m t h e r a w m a t e ­
r i a l of h i s p r o b l e m s . H e h a s r a w 
m a t e r i a l s w h i c h i n v o l v e " g r a i n s " of 
s i t e a n d t i m e , of t h e n a t u r e of t h e 
s p o n s o r , a n d m o r e i m p o r t a n t l y , of 
t h e n a t u r e of t h e u s e r . H i s o w n p e r -
p e n a l i t y i s i n v o l v e d , c e r t a i n l y , a n d 
t h e n a t u r e of o u r t i m e s , f o r t h i s is 
a a r a i n t h a t c u t s a c r o s s a l l p r o b l e m s 
t o d a y . 

A r t a s a t h i n g i n c a r n a t e , w h i c h 
d u r i n g e t e r n i t y is g i v e n f l e s h a n d 
s p e a k s to o u r t i m e s a n d to o u r p o s ­
t e r i t y — a n d t h i s h a s v e r y l i t t l e to 
d o w i t h b e a u t y a n d u g l i n e s s — I n ­
c l u d i n g t h e A l A ' s " w a r o n u p l i n e s s . " 

T h e a r t i s t i s a n o n - h e r o ; h e is a 
v e s s e l , a c o n d u i t , a s e r v a n t o n l y . H e 
i s a h u m b l e p e r s o n . T h e a r t i s t is a 
" s e e r , " f o r h e m u s t l o o k to t h e f u ­
t u r e a n d m u s t be c a p a b l e of t r a n s ­
l a t i n g t h e f u t u r e to t h e p r e s e n t . T h i s 
i s h i s r o l e b e c a u s e t h e a r t i s t s a r e t h e 
p r e d i c t o r s of t h e f u t u r e ; t h e y a r e t h e 
l e a d i n g e d g e of h i s t o r y . O n e n e e d 
o n l y t u r n to t h o s e a r t s , w h i c h h a d 
m o r e f r e e d o m a t t h e t u r n of t h e c e n ­
t u r y t h a n a r c h i t e c t u r e , a n d s e e t h a t 
t h e i r p r e d i c t i o n h a s b e c o m e r e a l i t y 
i n o u r t i m e . 

B u t t h e a r c h i t e c t a n d t h e a r t i s t a r e 
m o r e t h a n s e e r s . T h e a r c h i t e c t i s 
a l s o a p r o p h e t . H e h a s a m i s s i o n 
w h i c h r e q u i r e s t h a t h e n o t o n l y i n ­
t e r p r e t , b u t d i r e c t . 

W e a r e p o t e n t i a l l y t h e d i r e c t o r s of 
o u r p h y s i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t . If w e a c ­
c e p t t h i s o n e r o u s c h a r g e o u r s e l v e s , 
o u r c l i e n t s w i l l a l s o a c c e p t u s . A A 

Architects Work To 
Save Valuable Past 

Growing c i t izen c o n c e r n , new funds and 
F e d e r a l and state p r o g r a m s are helping 
r e c o r d and s a v e bui ld ings and places 
w h i c h wi l l g ive the A m e r i c a n future roots 
to its past . . . and A l a b a m a arch i tec ts are 
taking an ac t i ve role. 

The A m e r i c a n Institute of A r c h i t e c t s ' 172 
chapters a c r o s s the nation and a new s y s ­
tem of state p reserva t ion coordinators are 
helping spark the effort. 

F r o m s l u m s to f a r m land, a rch i tec ts with 
a love of the bu i lder 's art and what it 
m e a n s to people, a re document ing sites 
w th ruler and c a m e r a , then often aiding 
dr ives to save the m e a s u r e d s t ructures . 

In New O r l e a n s the old c i ty ha l l . Gal l ier 
H a l l , w a s s a l v a g e d . In L o s Angeles the 
V ic tor ian R o c h e s t e r House w a s moved to a 
safe p lace . At Boston 's R o x b u r y district 
the S h i r l e y - E u s t i s home wi l l become a com­
munity center . A d d " t y p i c a l " f a r m houses 
in Wiscons in and North C a r o l i n a , Indian 
mounds and forts and the many-gabled 
Sher idan Hotel once owned by Buffa lo Bil l 
and you net the range of effort. In Mont­
gomery , the S h a w House comolex is be­
coming a real i ty (see p. 9 of this i ssue ) . 

Nick H. H o l m e s , J r . , A I A . f^obile archi­
tect and m e m b e r of A l a b a m a ' s Histor ical 
C o m m i s s i o n , sa id a r c h i t e c t s a re delighted 
at public demand for p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

Off ic ia ls now real ize p l a c e s and struc­
tures which contain "pa t r io t ic , inspiration­
al and educat ional v a l u e s " a re needed to 
retain a sense of belonging in the s lums of 
older cit ies and to anchor c i v i c spirit in 
the mobile s u b u r b s and new c i t i es . Holmes 
pointed out. 

The U . S . D e p a r t m e n t of Housing and 
Urban Deve lopment ( H U D ) notes in its 
guide to histor ic p reserva t ion grants that 
restored bui ldings can " s p a r k the redevel­
opment of a d e c a y i n g a r e a . " 

H U D now spends around $500,000 a year 
to help s a f e a u a r d va luab le buildings 
threatened wi th demoli t ion plus larger 
amounts through its urban renewa l and 
ODen space grants to c i t ies , count ies, and 
states. 

Th is F e d e r a l outlay is in addit ion to the 
longer estab l ished protection of the Na-
t io -a l P a r k S e r v i c e through s u r v e y s , in­
clusion in p a r k s and monuments and 
grants . 

La tes t A I A ins t rument in the campa ign 
is the ? P C — S t a t e P r e s e r v a t i o n Coordina­
tor. Holmes is State P r e s e v a t i o n Coordi­
nator for A l a b a m a . 

The S P C ' s a re ava i l ab le for adv ice on 
what ought to be s a v e d as wel l as priori­
t ies, methods, documenta t ion , and F e d e r a l 
funds and other r e s o u r c e s . 

Appointed by A l A ' s H is tor ic Buildings 
Commit tee , S P C ' s s e r v e without pay . 

In W y o m i n g , T o m B . Muths. A I A . of 
J a c k s o n helped the Sher idan County His­
tor ica l Society ga in title to the many 
gabled Sher idan Hotel , once owned by Buf­
falo Bi l l Cody . It had been set for destruc­
tion as a gas stat ion s i te . 

In Mobile, H o l m e s and h is wi fe , together 
with other port c i ty a r c h i t e c t s , have al l 
taken act ive roles in estab l ish ing the His­
toric Distr ict and other p reserva t ion meas­
ures . 

" O u r pr ime funct ion is to st imulate 
others but we often h a v e to step in our-
s e l v e s , " s a i d H o l m e s . 

in A l a b a m a , H is tor ic C o m m i s s i o n E x e c u ­
tive Di rector W a r n e r F l o y d of Montgom­
ery is urging county h is tor ica l societies 
to mventory p laces worth keeping. The 
five A l a b a m a A I A c h a p t e r s a re being ask­
ed to help conduct the w o r k . A l s o assist ­
ing are the A r c h i t e c t s W i v e s Aux i l i a r ies . 
More help is needed and interested archi­
tects should volunteer for th is important 
work through their c h a p t e r s . AA . 
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FREE FOR ARCHITECTS 
The proper use of color in a n y s t r u c t u r e requ i res a g r e a t dea l of t i m e and 
r e s e a r c h . Arch i tects can s a v e va luab le t ime and a c h i e v e beaut i ful color s y m m e t r y 
by using the free se rv ices of Mobile Pa in t C o m p a n y ' s A r c h i t e c t u r a l D e p a r t m e n t . 
A representat ive of the A r c h i t e c t u r a l Depar tment wil l be happy to contact you to g ive 
more information on this color s e r v i c e . O r , s i m p l y s e n d a blue pr int and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , 
and a complete color plan wi l l be re turned to you . 

ARCHITECTURAL DEPARTMENT 

MOBILE PAINT MFG. C O . , \HC., 854 S. C O N C E P T I O N , MOBILE, A L A . 

Serving the 

Architects and 

Builders of 
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ALABAMA CONCRETE 
INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 

( M O S A I C ) 

W E ' V E M E R G E D 
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SJff a^ii 9ioa^ ^ mo.e*0I 

ALABAMA A R C H I T E C T 



A I A / C E C AT WASHINGTON CONFERENCE VOLUME 5 

NUMBER 2 

LEGISLATORS MEET WITH ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS 
L e f t to r igh t : C o n g r e s s m a n J a c k E d w a r d s ; C o n g r e s s m a n W i l l i a m L . D i c k i n s o n : Con­
g r e s s m a n J o h n B u c h a n a n ; Mr . E d L a d d , C E C ; C o n g r e s s m a n T o m B e v i l l ; Mr. Wi l l iam 
L . W i l l i a m s , A I A ; C o n g r e s s m a n George A n d r e w s : M r s . Dee T u b b s ; Mr. Rober t B. Tubbs. 
C E C : S e n a t o r J o h n S p a r k m a n ; Mr. O s c a r P a r d u e , A I A ; C o n g r e s s m a n Rober t E . J o n e s : 
Mr . A . B . J o w e r s . C E C ; Mr. E d w a r d J . Bonduran t . A I A . 

The recent A I A CEC Legis lat ive 
Con fe rence he ld in W a s h i n g t o n , D. 
C , on M a r c h 19 a n d 20 w a s a w e l l 
p r e p a r e d a n d w e l l a t t e n d e d a f f a i r . 
Arch i tec ts a n d Engineers, over 500 
in n u m b e r , came f r o m a l l across 
the coun t ry . As ind ica ted by the 
n a m e , this w a s a jo in t e f f o r t by 
A I A a n d CEC w i t h Phil Hutch inson, 
A I A , a n d Lar ry Spi l ler , CEC, put­
t i ng the m e e t i n g together . 

Seven of us a t t ended f r o m A l a ­
b a m a . Represent ing the CEC were 
Robert B. Tubbs , State CEC Presi­
den t ; A . B. Jowers ; Ed Lodd , a n d 
Mrs . Dee Tubbs. Other architects 
a t t e n d i n g w e r e E d w a r d J. Bondu­
ran t a n d W i l l i a m L. W i l l i a m s , bo th 
f r o m the B i r m i n g h a m Chapte r . 

We h o d persona l contact w i t h 
bo th of A l a b a m a ' s Senators a n d 
six of our Representat ives. A Con­
gress iona l Recept ion he ld a t the 
Smi thson ian Inst i tute g a v e us our 
in i t i a l contact . The nex t d a y , 
m a i n l y t h r o u g h the e f fo r ts of Bob 
Tubbs, w e met in each of the Sen­
ator 's o f f i ces a n d met the Repre-
senot ives a t a luncheon in the 
House D in i ng Room. 

The f i rs t d a y w a s spent in br ie f ­
i ng by Lar ry Spi l ler a n d Phil 

Hutch inson of Congressmen and 
Senators on cur rent a n d pend ing 
leg is la t ion t ha t w o u l d af fect our 
indust ry a n d profess ion. Bills on 
w h i c h w e w e r e b r i e fed and wh ich 
w e later discussed w i t h our Con­
gressmen inc luded the "Common 
Sitis P i cke t i ng " HR-100, "Un ion 
Cont ro l o f Plans a n d Specif ica­
t i ons " S-1532, a n d " G A O Compet i ­
t ive B idd ing P roposa l " which is 
p e n d i n g . 

O u r pro fess ion con h o v e a posi­
t ive e f fec t on per t inen t legis lat ion, 
if, as a g r o u p , w e become k n o w l ­
edgeab le of the facts and then 
moke our fee l ings k n o w n to our 
representat ives in Wash ing ton . In 
par t i cu la r , our M inu te Man pro­
g r a m fo r con tac t ing specif ic Sena­
tors a n d Congressmen is p rov ing 
its w o r t h . If you k n o w a part icu lar 
Senator or Congressman that you 
w o u l d be w i l l i n g to contact , please 
g i ve you r n a m e a n d the person's 
name you w i l l contact to Phil 
Hutch inson at The Inst i tute so that 
he can a d d you to his list of M in ­
ute M e n . A A 

OSCAR PARDUE, President 
A l a b a m a Counci l o f 
Archi tects A I A 

ALABAMA 
ARCHITECT 
MARCH-APRIL 1969 

T H E A L A B A M A A R C H I T E C T IS P U B ­
L I S H E D F O R T H E A L A B A M A C O U N C I L 
O F T H E A M E R I C A N I N S T I T U T E O F A R -
C H I T E C T S T O A D V A N C E T H E P R O F E S ­
S I O N O F A R C H I T E C T U R E IN T H E 
S T A T E O F A L A B A M A . 

IN THIS ISSUE 
1 U R B A N C O N C E R N 

A r c h R o g e r s F A I A d e s c r i b e s the 
" N e w A r c h i t e c t u r e " and the "New 
A r c h i t e c t " in their re lat ion to 
solving u rban p r o b l e m s . 

3 A R C H I T E C T S W O R K T O S A V E 
V A L U A B L E P A S T 
A l a b a m a a r c h i t e c t s c o m b i n e with 
others in nation to p r e s e r v e 
our her i tage . 

5 A I A / C E C W A S H I N G T O N 
C O N F E R E N C E 
Pres ident P a r d u e repor ts . 

6 B I R M I N G H A M A R C H I T E C T S 
G E T I N V O L V E D 
A new downtown office and 
communi ty design center s p a r k a 
renewed p r o g r a m . 

8 R E P L A N N I N G A B L A C K 
C O M M U N I T Y 
Auburn and T u s k e g e e arch i tec tura l 
students p i tch in. 

9 M O N T G O M E R Y A R C H I T E C T S B U I L D 
T H E F U T U R E . R E S T O R E T H E P A S T 
Shaw House Restora t ion is symbol ic 
of efforts. 

12 H U N T S V I L L E ' S C O U R T S Q U A R E 
North A l a b a m a a r c h i t e c t s involved 
in U r b a n C o n c e r n . 

15 H U D M A K E S G R A N T F O R 
R E G I O N A L P L A N N I N G P R O G R A M 
Don Horton, regional planning director , 
admin is te rs c o m p r e h e n s i v e p rogram. 

15 B O O K R E V I E W 
Fe l low Moreland Col l ie r rev iews 
•Const ruc t ion L e n d i n g G u i d e " . 
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GET I N V O L V E D 

These houses are within three b locks of 
B i r m i n g h a m ' s Ci ty H a l l . Both a re o c c u ­
pied. 

Our thanks to 
Birminyhiim magazine^ who 
originated thi^ story, kindly 
gave ALABAMA AliCHlTECT 
permission to adapt, ujHlate 
and reprint it. 

F i v e y e a r s a g o . B i r m i n g h a m * s D e ­
s i g n f o r P r o g r e s s w a s u n v e i l e d , c o n ­
t a i n i n g p r o p o s a l s for a n e w c i v i c c e n ­
te r , p l a n s to r e v i t a l i z e t h e c e n t r a l 
d o w n t o w n b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t , a n d c r e a ­
t i o n of O p e r a t i o n N e w B i r m i n g h a m . 

O N B h a s n o w e s t a b l i s h e d i t s i d e n ­
t i t y , t h e c i v i c c e n t e r i s b e c o m i n g a 
r e a l i t y , in t h e d o w n t o w n b u s i n e s s 
d i s t r i c t m a j o r b u i l d i n g s a r e u n d e r ­
w a y e v e r y w h e r e . 

A n d a g r o u p of l o c a l a r c h i t e c t s , 
w h o f a t h e r e d t h e D e s i g n f o r P r o g r e s s , 
h a s b e e n b a c k to t h e d r a w i n g b o a r d . 
T h e y h a v e r e t u r n e d w i t h a n e w , e v e n 
g r e a t e r c h a l l e n g e — T h e A I A W o r k ­
s h o p o n U r b a n C o n c e r n . 

T h e s c o p e of the p r o g r a m i s n o t 
s i m p l e , a c c o r d i n g to t h e o r g a n i z e r s , 
b u t t h e n e e d is d e s p e r a t e . D i r e c t , r e ­
s p o n s i b l e a c t i o n m a y h e a d o f f t h e 
r a p i d g r o w t h of F o u n t a i n H e i g h t s , 
N o r t h B i r m i n g h a m , a n d o t h e r s i m i l a r , 
c h a n g i n g a r e a s into s p r a w l i n g g h e t ­
t o s , s u c h a s C l e v e l a n d , C o l u m b u s a n d 
P h i l a d e l p h i a n o w f a c e . 

C h a r l e s M o s s , p r e s i d e n t of t h e B i r ­
m i n g h a m C h a p t e r of t h e A m e r i c a n 
I n s t i t u t e of A r c h i t e c t s , J a m e s A . 
A d a m s , v i c e p r e s i d e n t , W i l l i a m L . 
W i l l i a m s , o n e of the p r i n c i p a l o r g a n i ­
z e r s of t h e D e s i g n f o r P r o g r e s s , a n d 
D o n M o r r i s o n , p a s t p r e s i d e n t , h a v e 
b e e n w o r k i n g f o r s e v e r a l m o n t h s o n 
t h e n e w p r o g r a m . 

T h r o u g h t h e a r c h i t e c t s ' e y e s , t h e 
n e e d f o r a c t i o n a r i s e s f r o m t h e b e ­
l i e f t h a t a r c h i t e c t u r e i s r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r t h e t o t a l p h y s i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t of 
a c o m m u n i t y . Y e t , h i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e 
a r c h i t e c t h a s dea l t w i t h t h e m o n i e d 
p e o p l e — b u s i n e s s g r o u p s , c h u r c h 
g r o u p s , a n d w e a l t h y i n d i v i d u a l s . 

" I t t a k e s no g r e a t s t r o k e of b r i l ­
l i a n c e to r e a l i z e w h a t h a s b e e n o v e r ­
l o o k e d , " s a y s A d a m s . 

" S o m e t h i n g m u s t be d o n e a b o u t t h e 
e x i s t i n g a n d p o t e n t i a l s l u m a r e a s , t h e 
r a t e of d e v e l o p m e n t i s so r a p i d , " M o s s 
a d d s . " A n d w e m u s t l o o k a t t h e o v e r ­
a l l p i c t u r e to a v o i d c r e a t i n g m o r e 
b l i g h t e d a r e a s . " 

W h a t is m e a n t b y t h e o v e r a l l p i c ­
t u r e ? 

" W e w a n t to get r i g h t d o w n i n t o 
t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d g e t i n v o l v e d w i t h 
t h e p e o p l e . W e w a n t to k n o w w h a t 
t h e i r n e e d s a n d d e s i r e s a r e , s o w e 
m i g h t a c t a s a c a t a l y s t in h e l p i n g to 
a c h i e v e t h e m . " M o s s e x p l a i n s . 

A l l i n v o l v e d a r e q u i c k to e x p l a i n 
t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h i s p r o g r a m 
a n d t h e p o p u l a r c o n c e p t of " u r b a n 
r e n e w a l . " 

F i r s t , t h e a r c h i t e c t s a r e n o t o f f e r ­
i n g a n a r e a a n e w " p r o j e c t " s u c h a s a 
h o u s i n g s t r u c t u r e o r c o m m u n i t y 
p a r k . T h e y a r c o f f e r i n g t h e i r p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l k n o w l e d g e a n d e x p e r i e n c e , 
a s w e l l a s v o l u n t e e r t i m e , to h e l p 

c r e a t e a f u n c t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 
w h i c h c a n n o t o n l y l e a r n t h e n e e d s 
o f a c o m m u n i t y , b u t p r o v i d e a m e a n s 
of p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r t h e p e o p l e a n d 
m o n e y to s a t i s f y t h e s e n e e d s . 

S e c o n d l y , t h e e n d r e s u l t w i l l d i f f e r 
f r o m a n u r b a n r e n e w a l p r o j e c t In 
t h a t it w i l l h a v e b e e n a c c o m p l i s h e d 
t h r o u g h t h e i n v o l v e m e n t of t h e c o m -
m u i t y i t s e l f a n d f u n d e d t h r o u g h 
p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e , n o t j u s t f e d e r a l 
g r a n t s . 

" I n s o m e s i t u a t i o n s , u r b a n r e n e w a l 
h a s b e e n a d i s a s t e r , " A d a m s s a y s . 
" A f t e r a h o u s i n g u n i t w a s b u i l t i n a 
c o m m u n i t y , t h e c r i m e r a t e a c t u a l l y 
i n c r e a s e d a n d u n s t a b l e f a m i l y s i t u a ­
t i o n s r e s u l t e d . * ' 

" T h e r e ' s b e e n a lot of t a l k in t h e 
n a t i o n a l A I A a n d o t h e r l o c a l A I A 
g r o u p s a b o u t u r b a n r e n e w a l w h i c h 
i n d i c a t e s w e n e e d to t a k e a f r e s h e r 
l o o k a t t h e u r b a n c r i s i s , " A d a m s 
s a i d . 

H o w d o y o u d o t h i s ? 
" W e d e c i d e d to h a v e a s e r i e s of 

i n f o r m a t i o n m e e t i n g s to c r e a t e a l i n e 
of c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e p e o ­
p l e a f f e c t e d a n d t h e s o u r c e s of m o n e y 
a n d a c t i o n . " A d a m s a s s e r t s . 

" W h a t w e w a n t a r e n o t j u s t b e t t e r 
p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s w i t h o u t a n y c o n ­
c e r n f o r t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c p r o b ­
l e m s . 

" T h e r e a r e i n n u m e r a b l e g r o u p s 
w o r k i n g , b u t t h e g a i n s a r e too s m a l l . 
S o o u r f i r s t i d e a w a s to f i n d o u t w h o 
w o u l d be a f f e c t e d . T h e n to s e e i f 
o t h e r g r o u p s w e r e d o i n g s i m i l a r 
w o r k . " 

H u g h Z i m m e r s , a P h i l a d e l p h i a a r ­
c h i t e c t w h o h e a d s a n A I A w o r k s h o p 
in t h a t c i t y , a d d r e s s e d t h e f i r s t of t h e 
i n f o r m a t i o n m e e t i n g s l a s t S e p t e m b e r . 

H i s g r o u p p r e s e n t l y o p e r a t e s p r i ­
m a r i l y t h r o u g h l e n d i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
a n d c o m m u n i t y p l a n n i n g a s s i s t a n c e 
to t h e m o r e t h a n 3 5 0 c o m m u n i t y o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n s i n v o l v e d in w o r k i n g w i t h 
b l i g h t e d a r e a s in t h e c i t y of s o m e 
2.5 m i l l i o n p e o p l e . Z i m m e r s s a i d t h a t 
h i s g r o u p f e l t p r o f e s s i o n a l l y r e s p o n ­
s i b l e to h e l p d e a l w i t h P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s 
s l u m a n d b l i g h t p r o b l e m s w h i c h a r e 
g i g a n t i c b y B i r m i n g h a m s t a n d a r d s . 

T h e p r o b l e m w a s a l a c k of a n y 
v e h i c l e f o r d o i n g s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i t , 
u n t i l t h e c r e a t i o n of t h e w o r k s h o p , 
w h i c h a c h i e v e d n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n 
a f t e r o n l y t e n m o n t h s of o p e r a t i o n . 

A f t e r t o u r i n g B i r m i n g h a m a n d 
m a k i n g a n a p p r a i s a l of a f e w of t h e 
b l i g h t e d a r e a s h e r e , Z i m m e r s s a i d t h e 
c i t y c o u l d a c c o m p l i s h m u c h m o r e 
t h a n P h i l a d e l p h i a h a s b e e n a b l e to 
w i t h o n l y a h a n d f u l of h a r d c o r e 
w o r k e r s . 

B u t w h i l e B i r m i n g h a m ' s p r o b l e m s 
a r e s i m i l a r to P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s In s o m e 
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r e s p e c t s , t h e r e a r e m a n y d i f f e r e n c e ; , 
a n d t h e l o c a l a r c h i t e c t s f e e l B i r m l n g ' 
h a m ' s w o r k s h o p s h o u l d b e d i f f e r e n t 
t o o . i n s o m e r e s p e c t s . 

D o n M o r r i s o n , i m m e d i a t e p a s t 
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e l o c a l A I A c h a p t e r 
a n d n o w a d e l e g a t e to t h e n a t i o n a l 
c o n v e n t i o n , e x p l a i n s w h y . 

" W e ( t h e a r c h i t e c t s ) h a v e n o t b e e n 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y i n v o l v e d b e f o r e w i t h 
s e r v i c e to t h e d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d , w h e r e ­
a s o t h e r p r o f e s s i o n a l g r o u p s , s u c h a s 
d o c t o r s a n d l a w y e r s , h a v e . 

" W e w i l l b e m o r e s p e c i f i c a l l y c o n ­
c e r n e d w i t h t h e p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c s o f b l i g h t e d a r e a s . " 

T h e d i f f e r e n c e h e r e w i t h P h i l a d e l ­
p h i a ' s p r o g r a m is t h a t t h e a r c h i t e c t s 
i n t e n d to w o r k w i t h t h e r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e s o f o t h e r d i s c i p l i n e s t o w a r d a 
c o m m o n g o a l o f a n I m p r o v e d t o t a l 
c o m m u n i t y . 

A n o t h e r d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n B i r ­
m i n g h a m a n d t h e l a r g e r N o r t h e r n 
a n d E a s t e r n c i t i e s i s t h a t p o p u l a t i o n 
d e n s i t y is s o m u c h l e s s h e r e . M o s s 
e l a b o r a t e s . 

" O u r a d v a n t a g e i s l o w d e n s i t y . 
H e r e , w e c a n b e c o n c e r n e d w i t h r e l o ­
c a t i o n o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of a b l i g h t e d 
a r e a , a n d s e e t h a t t h e y a r e g i v e n 
s o m e t h i n g b e t t e r . W e a r e n o t g o i n g 
to g o i n a n d b u i l d s o m e t h i n g a n d s a y 
' h e r e it I s . ' 

" T h e k e y is r e a l e s t a t e . T h e r e a r e 
s l u m l o r d s a n d w e ' r e g o i n g to s t e p 
o n s o m e t o e s b e f o r e t h i s t h i n g i s 
o v e r . " 

M o s t o f t h e p r o g r a m Is t h e o r y r i g h t 
n o w . W h a t w i l l b e t h e f i r s t f e w c o n ­
c r e t e s t e p s t o w a r d i m p l e m e n t i n g t h e 
p r o g r a m a f t e r t h e i n f o r m a t i o n p r o ­
g r a m s a r e c o m p l e t e d ? 

A l l o f t h e a r c h i t e c t s a g r e e t h a t t h e 
s c o p e o f t h e p r o g r a m i s f l e x i b l e , a n d 
g e n e r a l . A s t h e n e e d s of t h e v a r i o u s 
c o m m u n i t i e s a r e d e t e r m i n e d t h r o u g h 
m o r e m e e t i n g s , p r i o r i t i e s w i l l b e d e -
March-April 1969 

s i q n a t e d a n d c o o r d i n a t e d w i t h w h a t 
s o u r c e s of h e l p a n d f u n d s a r e a v a i l ­
a b l e . 

M o s s e x p l a i n s t h a t t h e i d e a n o w i s 
to p u l l t o g e t h e r t h e f u n d s , p r i v a t e 
a n d f e d e r a l , a s w e l l a s t h e p e o p l e 
w h o c a n be of a s s i s t a n c e , s u c h a s 
r e a l e s t a t e m e n , c o m m u n i t y p l a n n e r s , 
s o c i o l o g i s t s , p s y c h o l o g i s t s , m e d i c a l 
p e r s o n n e l , l a w y e r s , a n d b a n k e r s . 

O t h e r d i s c i p l i n e s h a v e a l r e a d y e x ­
p r e s s e d a n i n t e r e s t in t h e p r o g r a m , 
t h r o u g h a t t e n d a n c e a n d p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i n t h e f i r s t o f t h e I n f o r m a t i o n m e e t ­
i n g s . 

T h e U n i v e r s i t y of A l a b a m a in B i r ­
m i n g h a m h a s c o n t r i b u t e d b y p r o v i d ­
i n g s p a c e f o r s o m e o f t h e m e e t i n g s , 
a n d h a s e x p r e s s e d a d e s i r e to b e c o m e 
i n v o l v e d i n a n y w a y it c a n . 

O t h e r s r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e m e e t i n g s 
a r e t h e C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e , t h e 
U r b a n L e a g u e , C i v i c C e n t e r A u t h o r ­
i t y o f f i c i a l s . Y M C A , s e v e r a l c i v i c 
g r o u p s , b a n k e r s , l a w y e r s , d o c t o r s , o f ­
f i c i a l s of O N B , M a y o r G e o r g e S e i b e l s 
a n d o t h e r c i t y o f f i c i a l s . 

H e a d i n g t h e a g e n d a o n t h e w o r k ­
s h o p w a s f i n d i n g s p a c e t o s e t u p a 
c o n f e r e n c e r o o m , d r a f t i n g r o o m , a n d 
s e c r e t a r i a l a r e a . I t h a s n o w b e e n 
f o u n d In a d o w n t o w n b u i l d i n g o n 
2 0 t h S t . . a c r o s s f r o m B o a r d of E d u c a ­
t i o n a n d a r o u n d c o r n e r f r o m t h e C i t y 
H a l l . 

" W e h a v e a p l a c e w h e r e the p e o ­
p l e of t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s c a n c o m e 
a n d d i s c u s s it w i t h u s , " A d a m s s a y s . 
" T h e m o n i e d p e o p l e k n o w h o w to let 
t h e i r f e e l i n g s be k n o w n . T h e s e p e o ­
p l e c a n c o m e to u s , a n d w e in t u r n 
c a n t a k e t h e p r o b l e m s to the r i g h t 
p e o p l e . " 

M o s s a s s e r t s , " w e n o w h a v e a n u ­
c l e u s , a n d w e c a n b r a n c h o u t a n d s e t 
u p s h o p in t h e c o m m u n i t i e s , f o r e x ­
a m p l e , a t a c h u r c h . " 

W i t h i n t h i s n u c l e u s w i l l b e a s e c r e ­
t a r y , s t a f f o f d r a f t s m e n a n d p l a n n e r s 
a n d a w o r k s h o p . 

T h e w o r k s h o p w i l l s e l e c t t h e p r o b ­
l e m s w h i c h l e n d t h e m s e l v e s to t h e 
m o r e a r c f h i t e c t u r a l t y p e of s o l u t i o n . 
A d a m s s a y s , e v e n t h o u g h t h e s o c i o l o ­
g i c a l f a c t o r s w i l l n o t b e o v e r l o o k e d . 

P r o b l e m s i n v o l v i n g f a m i l y l i f e a r e 
n o t s o e a s i l y s o l v e d , h e k n o w s . B u t 
t h r o u g h t h e w o r k s h o p , p e r h a p s o t h e r s 
w h o w o u l d b e m o r e a d e p t a t t a c k ­
l i n g a p u r e l y s o c i o l o g i c a l p r o b l e m 
w i l l f i n d a m e a n s o f g e t t i n g t h e p r o b ­
l e m c h a n n e l l e d to t h e r i g h t p e o p l e ' s 
a t t e n t i o n . 

W i l l i a m s , w h o w a S e m p l o y e d f u l l 
t i m e f o r a y e a r a n d p a r t - t i m e s i n c e 
o n t h e D e s i g n f o r P r o g r e s s , s a y s t h e 
n e w A I A p r o g r a m m u s t b e a c c o m ­
p l i s h e d t h r o u g h O N B . 

" W e c a n g a i n a w h o l e lo t m o r e b y 
w o r k i n g w i t h O N B b e c a u s e of I ts 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e r e a l e s t a t e p e o ­
p l e a n d v a r i o u s o t h e r s w h o c a n g e t 
t h e s e thinp«{ d o n e . 

"I c a n ' t h e l p b u t s e e h o w it is 
a n o t h e r s t e p in t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . " 

A d a m s a d m i t s h e w a s n o t a w a r e 
of t h e p r o b l e m s in t h e c i t y d u r i n g 
t h e o l d d a y s of d e m o n s t r a t i o n s a n d 
b o m b i n g s , in t h e e a r l y 1 9 6 0 s . 

"I r e a d it in t h e n e w s p a p e r s , b u t 
e x c e p t f o r t h a t , It m i g h t a s w e l l h a v e 
h a p p e n e d o n M a r s . " 

" U n l e s s w e a r e w i l l i n g to s e e w h a t 
t h e p e o p l e a r e s u f f e r i n g f r o m y o u 
c a n ' t e x p e c t to k n o w t h e a n s w e r s 
a b o u t t h e b l a c k c o m m u n i t y . 

" W h y do t h e y s a y t h e N e g r o m e n 
a r e d e m a s c u l a t e d ? 

" W h y a r e t h e f a m i l i e s m a t r i a r -
c h i a l ? 

" P o c k e t P a r k s a r e g o o d , b u t t h e y 
a r e a s o p . T h e y d o n ' t g e t to t h e t r u e 
p r o b l e m , t h e c r e a t i o n of a m o r e s a t i s -
f l y i n g l i f e . " 

N o w , t h r o u g h t h e A I A w o r k s h o p 
o n u r b a n c o n c e r n , B i r m i n g h a m a r ­
c h i t e c t s a i m to h e l p . A A 



Auburn & Tuskegee Architectural 
Students Replan A Black Community 

tih^oti Cifji iras a black cowmn 

nit If of 1,000 persons that need­
ed help. Auhnrn and Tnskegee 
-'^tli year architectural students 
responded to the call from the 
mayor. Here is the story 

A c o o p e r a t i v e p r o j e c t , u s i n g t h e 
c o m m u n i t y as a n e d u c a t i o n a l l a b o r a ­
t o r y , h a s p r o v i d e d a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t u ­
d e n t s at A u b u r n U n i v e r s i t y a n d T u s ­
k e g e e I n s t i t u t e w i t h a n i n s i g h t i n t o 
o n e of t h e m o s t p r e s s i n g p r o b l e m s 
of t h e t i m e in a d d i t i o n to d e v e l o p i n g 
a p r o f e s s i o n a l a n a l y s i s a c c e p t a b l e to 
t h e O f f i c e of H o u s i n g a n d U r b a n 
D e v e l o p m e n t f o r a s m a l l t o w n in 
A l a b a m a . 

A s l a n d - g r a n t u n i v e r s i t i e s r e s p o n d ­
ed in t h e p a s t to f a r m a n d r u r a l c o n ­

c e r n s — t y p i f i e d b y m o n u m e n t a l r e ­
s u l t s in a g r i c u l t u r e — s o c a n t h e l a n d -
g r a n t u n i v e r s i t y m e e t t o d a y ' s i s s u e s . 
T h e u r b a n c r i s i s is of c o n t e m p o r a r y 
c o n c e r n , a n d a r c h i t e c t s a n d p l a n n e r s 
a r e f o l l o w i n g t h e s a m e p a t t e r n of i n ­
s t r u c t i o n , r e s e a r c h a n d e x t e n s i o n 
t h r o u g h c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e . 

T h e H o b s o n C i t y J o i n t P l a n n i n g 
P r o j e c t r e s u l t e d a f t e r n e g o t i a t i o n s f o r 
a c o o p e r a t i v e v e n t u r e b e t w e e n A u ­
b u r n a n d T u s k e g e e a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t u ­
d e n t s a n d f a c u l t y a r c h i t e c t s . T h e e n ­
t i r e p r o j e c t h a d the s u p p o r t of t h e 
A u b u r n C h a p t e r of A r c h i t e c t s A I A . 
It b e g a n w h e n H o b s o n C i t y f o u n d 
t h e t i m e l i m i t up o n i t s " w o r k a b l e 
p l a n . " 

H o b s o n C i t y is a s m a l l i n c o r p o r a t e d 
t o w n of 1,000 b l a c k c i t i z e n s n e a r O x ­
f o r d a n d A n n i s t o n . In o r d e r to c o n ­
t i n u e to q u a l i f y f o r f e d e r a l p r o g r a m s , 
e a c h c o m m u n i t y is r e q u i r e d to u p ­
d a t e i ts p l a n fo r f u t u r e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t , i n c l u d i n g m a p s f o r z o n i n g a n d 
l a n d u s e e v e r y 10 y e a r s . 

M o s e w o r k a b l e p l a n s a r e d e v e l o p ­
ed t h r o u g h t h e S t a t e P l a n n i n g 
A g e n c y o r t h r o u g h p r i v a t e p l a n n i n g 
c o n s u l t a n t s . T h e s t a t e a g e n c y , w . h i c h 
h a d p r e p a r e d H o b s o n C i t y ' s l a s t s u r ­
v e y , h a d a w a i t i n g l i s t of 50 w i t h 
H o b s o n C i t y n e a r t h e b o t t o m . 

T h e r e w a s no m o n e y ( t o t a l a n n u a l 
w o r k i n g b u d g e t : $ 1 9 , 0 0 0 ) to h i r e a 
p r i v a t e c o n s u l t a n t . 

H o b s o n C i t y ' s m a y o r c o n t a c t e d 
T u s k e g e e . T u s k e g e e c o n t a c t e d A u ­
b u r n , a n d 14 f o u r t h - y e a r a r c h i t e c t u r ­
a l s t u d e n t s f r o m b o t h s c h o o l s b e g a n 
w o r k . 

D i v i d e d i n t o t e a m s , t h e s t u d e n t s 
c o n d u c t e d a p h y s i c a l s u r v e y of t h e 
t i n y t o w n w h i c h h a s 300 h o m e s o n 
983 a c r e s — a t o w n a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
t h r e e or f o u r b l o c k s w i d e a n d 10 
b l o c k s l o n g . 

T h e y t o o k p i c t u r e s of e v e r y h o m e , 
t h e d o w n t o w n a r e a w i t h i t s o n e i n ­
d u s t r y e m p l o y i n g 3 6 , a n d a m o d e l 
f e d e r a l h o u s i n g p r o j e c t . A l l w e r e 
a s s e s s e d b a s e d on " s t a n d a r d " h o u s -

T h e n t h e s t u d e n t s m a d e a d o o r - t o -
d o o r s u r v e y w i t h a q u e s t i o n n a i r e d e ­
v e l o p e d b y t h e m w i t h a s s i s t a n c e f r o m 
T u s k e g e e ' s D e p a r t m e n t of B e h a v i o r -
ia l S c i e n c e s . A n s w e r s f u r n i s h e d s t a ­
t i s t i c s o n p o p u l a t i o n , e c o n o m i c a n d 
e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s , a t t i t u d e s , a n d t h e 
c i t y ' s n e e d s . 

A f i n a l v i s i t to H o b s o n C i t y in 
e l u d e d p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e s t u d e n t s 
f i n d i n g s , r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , a n d t h e 
w o r k a b l e p ' a n . a n e i g h b o r h o o d a n a l y 
s i s a n d c o m p r e h e n s i v e p l a n f o r H o b 
s o n C i t y . 

R e s i d e n t s h a d b e e n p r e p a r e d f o r 
t h e s u r v e y a n d r e s p o n d e d to t h e f i n d 
i n g s . A s s u r a n c e h a d b e e n g i v e n b y 
H U D t h a t t h e s t u d y w o u l d b e a c 
c e p t e d , a n d d u r i n g t h e w o r k s t u d e n t s 
w e r e a s s i s t e d in p r e l i m i n a r y d e v e l o p 
m e n t a n d g u i d a n c e b y m e m b e r s of 
t h e A t l a n t a R e g i o n a l O f f i c e o f H U D . 

T h e j o i n t p r o j e c t , a s w e l l a s r e n d 
e r i n g c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e to H o b s o n 
C i t y , h a s h a d a n e d u c a t i o n a l c o n t e n t 
f o r t h e s t u d e n t s in m a n y w a y s , a c 
c o r d i n g to E d P i c k a r d , A u b u r n f a c u l 
t y a d v i s o r , a n d W i l l i a m S i e m b i e d a 
T u s k e g e e f a c u l t y a d v i s o r . 

S i n c e m u c h of t h e u r b a n c r i s i s is 
r e l a t e d to t h e b l a c k c o m m u n i t y , t h e 
p r o j e c t s e r v e d a s a v e h i c l e f o r i n ­
s i g h t i n t o t h e p r o b l e m s of l o w i n ­
c o m e a n d e t h n i c c o n c e n t r a t i o n . 

T h e a r c h i t e c t s a n d p l a n n e r s n o w 
s t u d y i n g at A u b u r n a n d T u s k e g e e 
w i l l l i t e r a l l y be b u i l d i n g t h e f u t u r e . 
T h e p r o j e c t g a v e s t u d e n t s f r o m b o t h 
s c h o o l s a n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r d i a l o g u e 
a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s a n d w i t h t h e r e s i ­
d e n t s of H o b s o n C i t y . E a c h b r o u g h t 
h i s u n i q u e t a l e n t s , t r a i n i n g a n d b a c k ­
g r o u n d i n t o t h e w o r k . 

E q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t . P i c k a r d b e ­
l i e v e s , w a s t h e " s t u d e n t s e n s e of i n ­
v o l v e m e n t a n d r e l e v a n c e — t w o m a j o r 
f a c t o r s in t o d a y ' s c a m p u s a n d a c a ­
d e m i c t u r m o i l . " T h e p r o f e s s o r , a n d 
a r c h i t e c t , s e e s o t h e r a r e a s f o r i n ­
v o l v e m e n t a n d r e l e v a n c e b e t w e e n 
c o l l e g e s a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d t h e 
c o m m u n i t y , t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e of " a n 
o p t i m a l e d u c a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e i m ­
p o s s i b l e to a c h i e v e in a n y o t h e r w a y . " 

S h a r i n g t h e u r b a n p r o b l e m , c o m ­
p l e t i n g a p r o f e s s i o n a l w o r k a b l e p l a n , 
a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c o v e r n e w c o m m u n i ­
c a t i o n in a r e a s a n d i s s u e s w e r e J a m e s 
T a n k s l e y of S a v a n n a h . G a . . S y l v i a 
B a i l e y of B i r m i n g h a m , J a c k i e M c -
C r a c k e n of B i r m i n g h a m . K e n A n d e r ­
s o n of M e m p h i s , T e n n . , T h a d d e u s 
F o r d of B i r m i n g h a m . C h a r l e s R a i n e 
of M o b i l e , M a u r i c e S t u r d y v a n t of 
B r o o k l y n N . Y . . D e l a i n e J o n e s o f 
S a v a n n a h , G a . , E v e r e t t H a t c h e r of 
G r e e n v i l l e . N . C J o e R a b u r n of 
C h a r l o t t e , N . C , B i l l P o r t e r of M o ­
b i l e , L a n n i s K i r k l a n d of S l o c u m b . 
G a . . J o h n L a w h o n of M a c o n . G a . . a n d 
R o b e r t C a i n of B i r m i n g h a m . 
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