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The Village Mall, Cleveland, Tennessee. Architect: 
Toombs-Amisano and Wells, Atlanta, Ga. Builder: Rea 

Concrete shells ' - ' 
and lattices bring striking 
beauty to the Village Mall Beauty is good business at the Village Mall, the 
new all-concrete shopping center in Cleveland, Tennessee. Twenty-nine shops and stores are 
thriving, more are getting ready to move in. Of 186,000 square feet of space, more than 
120,000 are roofed by the graceful curves of concrete barrel shells. Adding to the architectural 
interest are the massive concrete beams that overhang the arcade on either side. The arcade 
itself is provided a dramatic play of light and shadow by the open concrete lattice work above. 

Everywhere, today, architects and builders are finding the versatility of modern concrete 
offers opportunity to combine dramatic beauty with solid practicality. Concrete is fire 
resistant. No special fireproofing is required. Upkeep is low. Concrete needs no constant 
painting to keep it looking fresh and attractive. For both economy and freedom of expression, 
the choice for structures of all types is modern concrete. 

P O R T L A N D C E M E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 1214 south 20th St., Birmingham, Alabama 35205 

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete 
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This issue of the 
Alabama Architect is 
devoted to many of 
the better contemporary 
designs by Architects 
of banking and 
savings facilities built 
within the past few 
years in Alabama. 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: A branch bank serving a suburban shopping 
district of Birmingham. In addition to the banking chamber, facilities in­
clude five teller windows, a large vault, a "drive-in " teller, and a television 
monitored drive-in teller, the first of its kind in this state. The sloping site 
upon which the bank is located suggested the building's orientation to the 
road as well as the location of the auto-tellers. 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION: The building structure is cast-in-place rein­
forced concrete with pan-type floor and roof construction. The ground floor 
is enclosed by exposed concrete; the main banking floor by aluminum and 
gray thermal glass. The fascia is pre-cast concrete. The ground floor has 
vinyl-asbestos flooring; the banking space floor is vinyl; stair and landing 
are pre-cast terrazzo. The officers' area is carpeted. Ceilings are acoustical 
tile and acoustical board. The feature of the main floor is the large vault 
which is covered with blue mosaic tile. The building is heated and cooled 
by forced air through ducts below the main floor. 

A . J A C K S O N D A V I S , A I A 
C o u n c i l P res ident 

A LOOK AHEAD 
As the ARCHITECT goes to press, 
the members of the North Alabama 
Chapter are busily engaged in ap­
plying the finishing touches to the 
program and the many other details 
of planning for our 4th Annual 
Council Convention at the Hunts­
ville Carriage Inn October 10-12. 
Lloyd H. Kranert, General Chair­
man, reports that all facets are run­
ning on schedule. 

After attending the first annual 
meeting in Montgomery, it was hard 
to see how much a meeting could be 
improved. However, it seems that the 
succeeding conventions have each 
been more enjoyable and successful 
than the one before. From all re­
ports, the upcoming meeting in 
Huntsville should be no exception. 
The list of dignitaries participating 
in the Huntsville program include 
Bob Durham, FAIA, Immediate Past 
President of the Institute, John J . 
Desmond, FAIA, and Professor Imre 
Halasz, two distinguished designers 
of the profession, and will be joined 
by two reknown scientists doing re­
search in Space, Mr. Georg Von 
TisenhauSen and Mr. Rondal Craw­
ford of the NASA, MSFC. These out­
standing people will be supported 
on the program by Ray Gaio of the 
Institute staff as Moderator; Miss 
Jeanne Davern, Managing Editor of 
the "Architectural Record" as dis­
cussion leader; Regional Director, 
Arch Winter, F A I A ; and Dr. J . In-
graham Clark of Auburn. 

The program is planned to allow for 
free time and lots of interesting side 
lights such as a tour of the space 
facilities at the MSFC, a tour of 
Huntsville Ante Bellum District and 
an afternoon with our Products E x ­
hibitors. The grand finale on Satur­
day night will feature the installa­
tion of new officers, presentation of 
awards and a concert and dancing 
by the songs and music of the 
famous Ink Spots. This is a must for 
all Alabama architects and wives. 
The Host Chapter promises an ex­
citing three days in Huntsville. I 
hope to see all of you there. 
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Colonel LaMatt keeps the Governor of Louisiana in hot water 

A 

to 180° where necessary, serves d ishwashers , 
domes t i c l aund ry mach ines, and the great 
k i t chen ' s serv ice s inks and pot s inks . The 
Governor ' s hot water is crystal c lear and rust-
f r e e ; copper tanks and copper p ip ing th rough­
out the sys tem insure that. Th i r ty - two years 
of exper ience enab le Colonel LaMat t ' s staff 
of water heater specia l is ts to r ecommend a 
sys tem tha t w i l l serve generat ions of fu tu re 
Louis iana governors fa i th fu l l y and economi ­
cal ly . When you have a hot water p rob lem, 
large or s m a l l , Co lone l LaMatt can he lp you . 
Cal l h i m co l lec t . 

I f f J I / m nGENCY. INC. 
840 BARONNE S T R E E T . NEW O R L E A N S . LA. 70113 
AREA CODE 504 / 522 9991 
285 CUMBERLAND STREET. MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 38112 
AREA CODE 901 / 324-3661 

WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS FOR LOUISIANA, ALADAMA, MISSISSIPPI, ARKANSAS. TEXAS & TENNESSEE 
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Lou is iana 's b e a u t i f u l new execut ive mans ion 
is an a rch i tec tu ra l l y f a i t h f u l por t rayal of the 
typ ica l an te -be l l um p lan ta t i on home, but 
Colone l LaMat t has b rough t to it some com­
for t t ha t sou the rne rs d i d n ' t know about " b e ­
fore the W a r . " Down in the basement are two 
Ruud Copper San imas te r mode l 75-360-ASME 
tank wate r heaters . They m a k e avai lab le to 
the Governor ' s f am i l y and the i r g u e s t s — u n ­
f a i l i n g l y — 1 4 4 0 m i n u t e s per day of depend­
ab le hot water serv ice . 
These l i f e t ime a u t o m a t i c gas-f i red heaters 
are connec ted w i t h R u u d ' s Duplex Man i fo ld 
and supp ly ins tan t , tap-safe hot water for 
e igh teen b a t h r o o m s and the i r showers and 
lava tor ies . Tempera tu re -con t ro l l ed water, up 
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COMMERCIAL GUARANTY BANK 

MOBILE, ALABAMA 

DIETZ, PRINCE & FISCHRUPP 

Architects, A.I.A. 

STUART CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

General Contractor 

FIRST f=l_COR 
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PRATTVILLE BRANCH, BANK OF PRATTVILLE, ALABAMA 
TILLER, BUTNER, McELHANEY, ROSA & SEAY 

Architects, A.I.A. 

ANDREW & DAWSON 
General Contractor 

The Prattmont Branch of 
the Bank of Prattville in Pratt-
ville, A labama w a s built to 
serve one of the fastest grow­
ing communities in the State. 
Located in a new and rapidly 
expanding commercial a r e a 
on U. S. Highway 31, the 
building provides for five 
banking tellers, and two loan 
tellers in the interior of the 
building, as well as two 
drive-up teller windows. The 
island drive-up teller window 
is accessible from the second 
floor so that tellers may move 
from the main building to this 
s t a t i o n without exposing 
themselves to the exterior. 

The building is designed for 
future expansion to the rear 

of the building, with the vault 
located in a strategic location. 

Exterior masonry is natural 
field stone, laid in such a 
manner so that a minimum of 
mortar at the joints is ex­
posed. 

Second floor exterior panels 
are stucco with dual purpose 
expansion joints acting as ac­
cent stripes. 

The second floor houses Book­
keeping Areas, Private Of­
fices, a Lounge Area for em­
ployees and a Conference 
Room. 

The first floor lobby a rea is 
exposed to the second floor 
by a surrounding open bal­
cony. 



A Home Office Building 
for the 

Redstone Federal 
Credit Union 

Huntsvllle, A l a b a m a 

Alexander Rothschild & Joyce 
Architects, A.I.A. 

Gresham, Wil l iams & Johnson 
Genera l Contractor 

Sited on the main artery of Hunts-
ville's Research Park, the structure 
was designed to accomodate the 
administrative staff and banking 
operation of a multi-branch federal 
credit union serving approximately 
33,000 members. 

In response to a program calling 
for a sense of dignity and stability 
appropriate to the function, the 
architect borrov/ed from antiquity 
the colonnade form described by 
Vitruvius as "pseudo-peripteral 
octastyle" — "pseudo," since the 
west side columns are part of the 
exterior wal l rather than free­
standing, in anticipation of future 
expansion on that side. However, 
this application of the classic form, 
in giving the slightly etched pre­
cast concrete columns and clere­
story section a structural role, 
makes the solution a product of its 
own time. The steel roof beams are 
welded to plates cast in the pre­
cast sections to produce a rigid 
frame structure sitting upon a cost-
in-place board-formed concrete 
podium. 

V 

Statistics on the building are as follows: 

Photo by Victor Haagen 

area 

cost 
design 

construction 

main level 11,081 sq. ft. 
basement 4,040 sq. ft. 
$355,000.00 
Alexander , Rothschild & Joyce, Architects 
Roger Chase , Mechanical Engineer 
James Ellis, Electrical Engineer 
Prybylowski & Grav ino , Structural Engineers 
Colman Hockman, Landscape Architect 
Associated Space Design, Interior Design 
Gresham, Wil l iams & Johnson, G e n e r a l Contractor 
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Lawrence S. Whitten, A.I.A. 
1906 - 1968 

Lawrence Whitten's architectural 
activities in Alabama pre-date 
the registration act. He finished 
at Auburn in 1928, and became 
registered in Alabama in 1932. 
Lawrence joined the American 
Institute of Architects and the 
Alabama Chapter in 1944 as a 
Corporate member. 
A native of Anderson, S. C , he 
spent some early years there in 
his architectural career, but 
most of his practice was in Bir­
mingham. His courtly manner, 
flashing blue eyes, and white 
hair became well known through-

VESTAVIA BRANCH 

BIRMINGHAM FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION 
RIVES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, General Contractor 

LAWRENCE S. WHITTEN & SON, Architects A.I.A. 

The building is surrounded by a 
circular moat with splashing foun­
tains. Cars reach the drive-in teller 
window v ia a bridge over the 
moat. The sun screen around the 
eaves is mode of white structural 
glass and aluminum with precast 
concrete aggregate panels above. 
The wal ls of the building are grey 
glass. The building sits in a land­
scaped park setting, in full view 
from the adjacent major highway. 
The client wanted a building that 
would be outstanding architectur­
ally and would complement its 
suburban residential community. 

out the Magic City area as he 
and his associates designed 
many of Birmingham's land­
marks, among them the Bank 
for Savings Buildings and the 
Vestavia Branch of the Birming­
ham Federal Savings and Loan 
Association shown here. 
He did much for the architec­
tural profession in Alabama, and 
had recently headed up the Au­
burn Foundation for Architecture 
and the Building Sciences. 
Lawrence Whitten died on Au­
gust 26, 1968. He is survived by 
his wife, Arnelle Smith Whitten, 
and his son, James S. Whitten, a 
partner in the firm of Lawrence 
5. Whitten & Son, Architects. 
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BRANCH BANK FOR 
MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK 

Mobile, Alabama 

MARCH and MARCH, Architects, A.I.A. 

BEN RADCLIFF, Contractor 

Photo by Spottswood Studios 

Built in 1961 as the nucleus for a 
future full service bank, this first 
unit has 2,500 square feet with 
four inside tellers and two drive-
in tellers. Future plans call for the 
next expansion to odd twelve a d ­
ditional tellers and office space, 
with the third and final stage to 
odd four more tellers and the 
vault. This Branch is located at the 
intersection of Highway 90 and a 
middle-income sub-divisjon. 
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