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NEW COURTHOUSE
RISES ABOVE CAVERNS

THE EVOLUTION OF
A MASTER PLAN




Serving the
Architects and
Builders of
the State

ALABAMA CONCRETE
INDUSTRIES  ASSOCIATION

P. O. BOX 4157
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

Building for Permanence

with Concrete Products

Desion In [otal energy with
NATURAL GAS

GAS does it all! Dependable natural gas supplies
every single energy requirement, including cooling
and heating ... cooking and water heating . ..

even lighting!

Gas is the completely flexible energy source that
complements your plans... . simplifies execution . . .
is most economical . .. is so adaptable to even the

most imaginative applications—/ndustrial or Residential.

ALABAMA GAS

CORPORATION

§8]

PURPOSE OF "ALABAMA ARCHITECT"

The purpose for the publication of Alabama Architect under the auspices of
the Alabama Council of the American Institute of Architects is to advance
the profession of architecture within our area of effectiveness.

Within the profession this purpose is served by presenting material which
will assist the architect to: m improve the quality of his design; m increase
his technical competence; m strengthen his business management pro-
cedures; m fulfill his obligations to his community; B increase his aware-
ness of matters of professional concern. Outside of the profession this
purpose is served by presenting material which will improve the climate in
which architecture is practiced by: m explaining the role of the architect;
m informing the public of the architect's position in civic affairs and on
matters affecting public health and welfare.
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FRANCHISED BUILDER

J. W, WASH CONSTRUCTION CO.

2317 BOB WALLACE AVE,, S/'W
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L.
Udall, commenting on an article in
the April READER’S DIGEST en-
titled “America Down The Drain,”
stated in part “. . . We will lose the
big fight to save our cities and coun-
try-side unless enough people get in-
volved—and stay involved.”

This is where the architect comes
in.

It is the responsibility of each
Chapter of AIA, and of each individ-
ual architect, to arouse the opinion of
the decision makers in his own com-
munity.

Alabama is proud of the recent
citation awarded Arch Winter, one of
our own AIA members, for his work
in connection with the “Citation for
Excellence in Community Architec-
ture” recently awarded to the City of
Shreveport, Louisiana.

The architects of Birmingham and
of Huntsville have made a significant
breakthrough and are moving crea-
tively and positively toward definite
action in their own communities. At
the same time, Mobile architects are
pursuing a vigorous program related
to the port city, and Montgomery
AIA members are taking strong steps
in Urban Renewal and other pro-
grams,

Led by the president of our Nation-
al Institute and armed with the
“Weapons for the War on Commu-
nity Ugliness,” let us accept the chal-

lenge!
HUGH W. ELLIS

President
Alabama Council AIA

May-June 1965
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CHAPTER PRESIDENT SPEAKS

The Architectural profession in North Alabama has made tremendous progress during
the past year. .

The rapid growth has generated new strength in many forms to enhance the profes-
sional, civic, and cultural life of our communities. To meet the demands of this growth,
the architects in North Alabama were chartered in January, 1965 as a full fledged
chapter of the American Institute of Architects. This organization has molded the
individual architects into a cohesive group with ambition, purpose, and the talents
to achieve goals that could not otherwise be accomplished.

Chapter members have become involved in numerous projects in an effort to meet
the many challenges that face our communities today. Committees have been active
in all phases of organizing cooperative efforts dealing with the provision of better
services to the public through harmonious relations with the allied professions. In
areas of public relations, ethics, comprehensive services and cooperation with related
groups, progress has and is being made. Some of our members are assisting in a survey
of Huntsville's proposed Twickenham Historical District. Others are dedicated in making
contributions in other ways by serving on planning commissions, and in other public
and civic projects, all aimed toward improvement of our communities.

After several months in the planning stages, the Chapter is ready to launch a “War
on Community Ugliness" program. The plan will be announced and initiated at the
time of our National Convention in June and will receive our major emphasis and
A. JACKSON DAVIS efforts during the coming year.

President It is our sincere belief that the execution of these programs, in conjunction with the
progress of other allied organizations, will help create a better life for each of our
North Alabama Chapter, AIA citizens.
e —i= = —

It makes a lot more

sense this way.

323-891

ROLL OUT HEAD'’s

SUPREME

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 35203
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The Central City Urban Renewal Project provides a central business district “loop road'" which will allow arterial traffic easy access into or
around the central core area. Once into the core area, parking facilities are at strategic locations for immediate and convenient parking. The
focal point of the entire core is a ““Super Block,' a six block area in which the streets will be closed and a plaza with fountains, shrubs, canopies,
benches, etc., constructed in their place. The hub of this “Super Block" will be the new 412 million dollar courthouse surrounded by three major
banks, five savings and loan associations, professional office buildings, and various commercial establishments.

PLANNING and ARCHITECTURE
in the "ROCKET CITY" HUNTSVILLE, PLANNING COMMISSION

TEAMWORK
Teamwork is helping Huntsville to reach its goal of Agencies and have made liberal use of federal funds for
becoming a City free of slums in the 1970's. The City’s consultants. Candeub, Fleissig, & Adley helped us in
plans and the private plans of developers will exert a advanced planning; Ewald Associates and Thomas A.
powerful force to shape the future Huntsville. Our local Jones Asso. in Urban Renewal; and Wilbur Smith in
architect s have an important role in both the planning Transportation planning. Other consultants have also
processes. The next few pages will tell the status of City been used.

planning in Huntsville, what we have done, and what
needs to be accomplished.

- e . . ; ; HUNTSVILLE POPULATION
The organization of our City Government is unique

s00

in that the Mayor and City Council have appointed policy 409 ,l
making bodies (Boards, Commissions and Authorities) :: (:,',
over all but a few departments. This delegation of ',.0‘
responsibility has extended the effectiveness of each de- 100 v
partment necessary to meet the need caused by rapidly R
growing population. B [I

The Planning Commission has the task of helping to J
formulate and implement a City plan. Teamwork and /
wide participation similarly have been responsible for its 4 —"‘/
attainment. Ex-officio members have been appointed !
for liason purposes; Special “Committee’'s” have been e Tl e S B B
formed to meet technical needs. Planning is not a one- Source: U.S. Bureau of Census and Huntsville Planning Commission

man job. We have sought special studies from Federal
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BROWN ENGINEERING—RESEARCH PARK

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION

The Planning Commission recently completed a $150,-
000.00 planning project with federal assistance. Half of
the cost went into aerial mapping which was accom-
plished by Atlantic Aerial Survey, a local photogram-
metry firm.

An economic base and population study established
that 90 percent of our basic economy
oriented.

was federally
Our Community Facilities Plan describes the
schools, recreational and other facilities needed to serve
the anticipated population shown above. Population de-
mands will require 20 additional schools in Huntsville
by 1970.

GOALS & NEEDS

Our plan envisions several ideas. A Twickenham His-
toric Preservation District is proposed for Echols Hills.
Through this process, we hope to maintain the historical
integrity of this area and to preserve existing develop-
ment.

Huntsville’s Research Park exemplifies the results of
teamwork. This four square miles area contains the Re-
search Institute initiated by Dr. von Braun. The total
investment in this area is estimated to be in excess of
$50,000,000.00 of blue chip firms hiring 5,800 persons.
This is expected to double in less than two years. The
Zoning Ordinance restricts development in the area from
residential and commercial encroachment. Esthetics is a
keynote of control in the Research Park.

Planning and work is being done in several major areas,
including a metropolitan park system, transportation plan-
ning, parking studies, traffic operation plans, and major
street plans.

IBM—RESEARCH PARK

WIIERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Presently, the Commission has given emphasis on re-
view of these recently completed planning elements and
the adoption of same. Again, all of this is pointed toward
plan implementation.

Special Enabling Legislation has been introduced in
the Alabama Legislature by our local legislative delega-
tion which will allow County wide planning. This is being
spearheaded by the Rural Agricultural Development body.
Architects may wish to support this proposed law.

During the summer of 1965, we hope to secure some
20 Auburn Students to help develop a generalized plan
for Madison County and of each of the small towns in
the County. Publicity of planning throughout Madison
County is being accomplished with the efforts of Auburn,
also.

Huntsville has several “Site Plans™ which are needed:
A medical center study is contemplated and also a reuse
plan for the airport property. The latter being caused by
the relocation of the Huntsville-Madison County Airport.
Planning development around the new airport is also
being undertaken and steps to incorporate Airport Ob-
struction Zoning through the creation of an Airport Plan-
ning Commission has recently organized.

Perhaps the largest project involved in advance plan-
ning is the Community Renewal Plan. The application
for the CRP will be evolved so we may get underway
when local

An clectronic data processing committee composed of
technical personnel from Redstone Arsenal has been or-
ganized to assist the Commission with the data bank
through which we propose to secure land use. Other
computer uses will be considered.

Although much has been done in planning Huntsville,
much more is yet to be accomplished.

funds become available.

ALABAMA ARCHITECT
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MUNICIPAL
BUILDING

City of Huntsville

DICKSON, JONES & DAVIS

ARCHITECTS, AIA.

Agard citation for design Gulf States Regional Conference—
1965

Client
City of Huntsville, Alabama

Program
Building Complex to house most City Governmental func-
tions (Legislative, Judicial. Administrative, Public Safety).

Site Location

Selected to fit into a large-scale downtown urban renewal
program—an integral part of the developing civic center
consisting of several civic structures bordering an urban
park and small lake.

Solution

Each program element (Legislative, Judicial, Administra-
tive, Public Safety) required a different type of space and
had widely varying traffic and functions. The natural
solution was thus to express each element in its own most
efficient size, shape and location, while designing each
to fit into a harmonious grouping that complements the
civic center.
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PUBLIC LIBRARY

REED-MULLINS and ASSOCIATES
ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS

Now under construction in the same block with the new

Municipal Building overlooking Big Spring Park is a 220,-
000-book public library. The exterior face of the first
floor is composed of dark brick panels with a mottled glaze
and bronze glare-reducing glass to provide a background
for the star-shaped columns. A curb-side book chute carries
books into the basement stack area. Facilities include chil-
dren’s area, audio-visual room, stage, lounge, display area
and conference room. Contractor is O'Donnell Construc-
tion Company.

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
REED-MULLINS and ASSOCIATES ‘

ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS

First phase (four center buildings) of a building program
to accommodate 400 communicants was recently completed
on a restricted urban site in southeast Huntsville. Grouped
around a courtyard, the five classroom buildings, adminis-
trative unit, Parish Hall and main church building are de-
signed to provide a warm, inviting complex that will contri-
bute to an atmosphere of worship and sympathize with
the predominantly residential neighborhood. Materials are
dark brown Norman brick, walnut-stained laminated beams
on steel tube columns, light wood T&G deck, and bronze
anodized sliding vent sash in Redwood sub-frames. Con- |
tractor was Gunn Lumber Company.




COVER STORY

Madison County
Courthouse Building

Northington, Smith, Kranert & Associates

Thos. A. Jones
ARCHITECTS, AIA.

Huntsville, Alabama

A dramatic new | l-story, 4% million dollar courthouse is
now under construction on Huntsville’s historic square in
the center of the downtown business district.

Two architectural firms of Northington, Smith & Kranert
and Thos. A. Jones worked together for 212 years to design
a courthouse that would be both functional and aesthetically
compatible with the Heart of Huntsville and the Central
City Urban Renewal projects which are explained in more
detail in other parts of this issue.

The new building will be the focal point of the Heart of
Huntsville Project overlooking the historic Big Spring Park
and Lagoon. The building will also be complemented by the
closing of the streets on three sides of the square under the
Central City Urban Renewal Project which plans a grand
plaza with fountains, ornamental lighting, grass areas, ponds
and benches to be constructed in place of the streets.

Architects had to solve many problems in the decision to
erect the new building on the same site as that occupied by
three previous buildings. Among these were a great number
of citizens who were reluctant to see the old building re-
moved and the gaping caverns and fissures that existed be-
low the site which would not support a high rise structure
without complicated foundation design. After numerous
public meetings at which the architects were called on to
“back their recommendations,” after many test drillings
were made at the site, and after an excursion was made
into the underground caverns by architects, engineers, and
geologist, the decision to proceed was finally issued by the
County.

The architects decided to construct a low 3-story portion
over the caves to be supported on grade beams and caissons

Py
i

approximately 60 feet long anchored into the bed-rock at
the bottom of the caves and to construct an 11-story tower
on the south side of the site which test borings indicated to
be solid limestone.

The most impressive feature of the courthouse, however,
may be found inside the spacious central lobby. There,
architects have designed a symmetrical, free-form “floating”
grand stairway which elbows upward three stories in the
center of the building (see below). A second dramatic de-
sign feature in the main lobby is a 30-foot mural depicting
the story of Madison County through the historic figures
who helped develop it. This venetian glass mosaic and the
massive stairway are designed as the focal point of the
interior.

The central lobby is open to a height of three floors,
culminating in a dome more than 40 feet above the lobby
floor. Scarlet red columns encompassing the grand stairway
flow upward through the first three floors.

The building is designed with expansion facilities to 1985.

GRAND STAIRCASE IN LOBBY
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