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The ELECTRIC heat pump assures

SPRINGTIME ALL THE TIME

and Electric heating costs can be guaranteed

You build perpetual springtime into a It cannot cause soot, smoke or fuel grime,
home when you install a flameless Elec- because it's flameless.
tric heat pump. This fully automatic And the operating cost is probably a
comfort conditioner heats or cools, as lot less than you think. What's more,
necessary, to maintain the desired tem- heat pump dealers certified by Alabama
perature. Power Company are authorized to
guarantee operating cost for Electric
It needs no flue, no chimney. Nor heating.
does it require costly plumbing or a Call us and let one of our residential
water cooling tower. As for cleanliness, sales engineers show you how ‘cents-
the heat pump is a homemaker's delight. able” a heat pump really is.
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EDITORIAL

With this first full-fledged issue,
architects in Alabama realize the ful-
fillment of a long expressed desire—
that of having their own publication.

As the population increases, as
public awareness of good design and
the need for a better environment in-
creases, as the building of cities and
suburbs continues apace—so the need
for more and better architecture in-
creases.

It is to help give a voice to those
whose concern is to build a better
environment in which people can live,
work, and play in compatible sur-
roundings, that ALABAMA ARCHI-
TECT seeks its purpose.

Primarily, the purpose of this maga-
zine is to advance the profession of
architecture within our area of ef-
fectiveness, both within and without
the profession.

Within, we will present material
which will assist the architect to im-
prove the quality of his design; in-
crease his technical competence;
strengthen his business management
procedures; fulfill his obligations to
his community; increase his aware-
ness of matters of professional con-
cern.

Outside the profession, we will
present material which will seek to
improve the climate in which archi-
tecture is practiced by explaining the
role of the architect; informing the
public of the architect’s position in
civic affairs and on matters affecting
public health and welfare.

It is our hope that architects will
make full use of the scope of ALA-
BAMA ARCHITECT. Read it. Com-
ment on it. Write us letters of agree-
ment or disagreement. Send us ar-
ticles, photos, ideas, suggestions.

And keep in mind that we are in-
debted to those manufacturers, sup-
pliers of products and services, who
advertise in the columns of ALA-
BAMA ARCHITECT and make pos-
sible its existence financially. You are
urged to consider their products and
services and make use of them when-
ever possible.

ALABAMA ARCHITECT is your
voice and your magazine. We urge

you to use it.
—THE EDITORS
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Throughout history, the Architect has been associated with the design of cities.

Today social advances, technological progress and the rapid expansion of com-
munities present a challenge and new opportunities to the Architect. As a consequence
of urban renewal, development of new communities, road building and gigantic con-
struction programs, the Architect together with all design professions and the entire
building industry share a common responsibility in planning and building a better
environment in which to live.

The AIA strongly advocates thorough, comprehensive advance planning. Further,
it believes that architectural services for advance planning should be rendered by
architects in private practice.

States and other governmental agencies should be urged to provide legislation
for advance planning of all needed public works, and to include in the funds for all
such programs a proper percentage for advance planning.

The AIA holds the position that architects are essential to creation of improve-
ments to the human environment within cities, towns, neighborhoods, and country-
sides. Its members have an obligation to bring appropriate architectural services and
the benefit of their professional competence into the whole field of Urban Renewal,
Community and Regional Planning.

The Alabama Council of the AIA urges its members and Chapters to assume their
share in fulfilling these responsibilities.

HUGH W. ELLIS, President
Alabama Council, AIA

ROLL OUT
CONSERV-A-FILE®

Achieve new freedom of design
with filing equipment
that saves more space
and provides greater efficiency
than anything known.

323-8911

SUPREME

20138 FIRBT AVENUE, NORTH

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 35203
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Operation New Birmingham

Guest Editors: Edward J. Bondurant, President, Birmingham
Chapter AlA; Bill Williams, Councilor, Birmingham Chapter
AlA.

AIA in action through one Chapter’s concern for their
community—

Over two years ago Birmingham's Architects committed
themselves to 5000 hours of donated services. In col-
laboration with the Birmingham Downtown Improvement
Association, who furnished $18,000.00 to cover the various
expenses of the project including the salary of a full time
coordinator, the architects undertook the task of planning
the Central Business District of Birmingham.

While not immune to the national afflictions of slums,
increasing crime rate, migrating population, and throttled
transportation, thanks to a superior Police Department
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and to good government, these had been held to a lower-
than-average level in Birmingham. Yet creeping economic
stagnation and spiralling costs of city government in the
face of declining tax dollars from the central business
district strongly indicated that the time was past due to
take definite action to prescribe and undertake a cure.

Starting with the recommendations set forth in the
Comprehensive Plan of 1960, ONB concentrated on the
simple diagnosis that the People aren’t there. How can
people be brought back into the Central Business District?
How can we make downtown once again a cross-roads
bazaar, an adventure, a place of fun, easy-to-reach, at-
tractive, awake to the needs of people, a center supplying
goods, entertainment, education, culture and a place for
desirable living?

Several basic objectives were clearly defined before ONB
developed plans and recommendations: The best use of
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CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA .,

Traffic Circulation System

TRANSPORTATION MET
= e

land, a good traffic circulation system, adequate parking,
a functional street pattern, rehabilitation of declining areas
and the construction of certain facilities which would in-
ject new life, new activity and hundreds of people into
downtown Birmingham.

The necessity of ecasy access to and egress from the
Central Business District will be provided by Interstate
Highway 65 on the West, Interstate Highway 59 on the
North and the Red Mountain Expressway on the East.
Ramps on and off these expressways feed into one-way
streets affording unhindered access and good internal traf-
fic circulation, as well.

Planned at the intersection of 20th Street and the rail-
road tracks is a Transportation Center. Designed to ac-
commodate passengers arriving by cross country railroads
and bus lines, it also has provision for future rapid transit
connecting to nearby population centers. Direct connec-
tions to any mode of travel can be made at the Center,
whether taxi, automobile, city transit, or the projected
shuttle bus, running at 3 minute intervals, tying the Cen-
tral Business District together and providing quick access
from the large parking complex at the Civic Center.

An integral part of the transportation plan is adequate
provision for parking. Proposed parking structures to
provide this are located in the fringe of the core, within
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acceptable walking distance of stores and office buildings
in the core area. These are tied to 20th Street, the spine
of the Central Business District, by enclosed walkways
bridging streets and alleys. Twentieth Street itself will be
given new character to make it a unifying element of the
entire core area. Enhanced by plants, benches, fountains,
textures and the limiting of traffic to public conveyances
including the convenient shuttle bus; 20th Street will be-
come a pleasant mall stretching from the Civic Center on
the North to the Transportation Center at the South.

As a part of an expanded civic center, a civic activities
center complex consisting of a 12,000 seat arena with
adequate parking and a concert hall, which together with
the existing auditorium and an enlarged art museum are
designed to make Birmingham the choice convention city
of the entire southeast.

Eastward from the 20th Street Mall is the proposed
new Postal Facility. This assured four-block redevelop-
ment will be tied to the spine by an avenue that ends there,
cleared of on-street parking and beautifully planted with
trees and shrubs along widened walks.

There is an increasing demand for in-town living ac-
commodations, and there has been provided for this de-
mand westward from the Civic Center, a super block of
high rise apartments intermingled with town houses and
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the related facilities such as schools and churches. A On January 25, 1965, the Architects and the BDIA

similar housing complex is recommended for the extreme presented the ONB project to the City as a “Design for
northwest corner of the Central Business District. Progress” culminating two years of meetings with various

Other facilities proposed by the architects are a trade civic groups, many hours of designing, drawing and model
mart near the transportation center, a home decoration building, and thousands of hopes and dreams for making
center, several new office buildings, a public safety build- our City a great City. Was all this spent in vain? Only
ing and new state office building in the civic center in time will be able to measure the full worth of such a project,

addition to the redevelopment of the park to extend it as but faith has its reward.
a unifying element “to the door” of each building.
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For Permanent Beauty
Versatility of Design
Durability

"BUILD WITH BRICK™

COMMON BRICK, HOLLOW BUILDING TILE, FACE BRICK

PHONE 269-1572 L] P. O. BOX o1

Housing at the Edge of the Business District

E.5.WAITS ¢ co.ine.

) ) MORTGAGE BANKERS
Sound financing

is a basic part |
of complete design J e

F |

Long Term Residential, R T
Commercial and Industrial Financing

FINANCING

130 CLAYTON STREET - TEL. 264-4501
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

Serving Your Major Long Term Financing Needs
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