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that the c(,nrl,any hatl a real interest irr exploitirrg sorrre of tIe possibilities
ope. to furrrilure today in the areas ,f tlesigrr, ,ratcrials arrd techniques.
'l'lre furrriture strown here is the result of a progranr as rvell as a phi-
l,so;rhy. The program ilrclutles a. assurrPti., that prywood and rumber
are only tr'o ,f a whole range ,f lnaterials suitalrle f,r furniture. A con.
sirleralrle arnount of exPerirnerrtal design rvork is rreirrg tlone on new
Iir:ces lhat ex;rl.re tlre possihilities of otlrers. It also 

"..r,,,u. that the
l)r(,grarr is slrerrgthenerl lr1'the lrarlicipatio. of a group ,f designers rvh<r
share lk'rrrrarr I\'liller's lrartit:ular aIitudes. I lreii"ve that the range of
the c'llecri.. - fr.rrr Nogut.hi's sculptured table to IIvidt antl Neiisen's
irrrP.ccnlrll' crafted ;rieces to linr,es' nragnifice.t tlesigns ilr molderl
tr.otl, lrrr:tnl. arrrl plastic-r:oukl ,,"*,er lr" 

",r..rrr,;rn..",1 
by a single

rI:sigrrnr, f,r the various urrrlerlf irg approaches, ,ui,ire ."rat".r, are too
irrterrscly personal. A firral rv,rrr .. tire Ilernran Miiler program: its
grral is a |e,,nonenr collecti,n rlesigrred to rrreet fully the i"qui.",n"ut.f,r mrrrlcrrr li'i.g. The eollecliolr is to rre perrrarrerrt i, the sense thatit l'ill .()t lre s.rapPerl f,r ear.lr rrrarket, or for each new,.trend,, as
nrrrrouncerl by the stlle exr)errs. It is rlesignetr to grorv, not necessarily in
size, lut irr rhe perfectiorr of it. corrrll.rne,rt Parrs. No piece will be [ePtif a beller rlesigrr ca, be rlever.;lerr to take its prace, nor wifl a giverr
*a1'.f.rrrakirg tlri.gs Le frllowed sirnPly b""ou." thar's the way they*ere alr'ay's ,rarle. Also,- nays of riving are corrtirruaily changing.
Agairr, I thirrk, the rrraleriar irr trris book.rgg".ts the aititud" i,o."
r'learly llrarr arry staternenl,
'l'here is orre olher poirrt that nral' be of irrterest to those concerned with
Pr.lrlerrrs ,f design: Ly far the largest Part of the coilection rvas designed
1,1'pe.ple lrnirrcrl i, architecture. It rrral'be no r,.re tha, coincidJnce,
a.tl I rrusl cerrnirrly corrfess to prejudice irr trris regarrl, but there is this
lo be saitl f.r rhe arclriteclural approat h to arry desig. probrerr, and

particularly that of furniture: the prroblerrr is rrcver seerr irr isolalion. ,l.he

design process is alrvays related o, the olre rrarrtl to rlre Ir.uses or other
structures in which the furniture is to he userl, arrrl ,. rlre.rlrcr r, tlre
people rvho will use it. when suceessfully follorverl llrrouglr, rhe approa.lr
of the architect-in-irrdustry g.es rrruch deePer tharr strlirg arr,l i. [ar. r,,,,r,,
Iikely to create lrends than to f.llow therr. I'o."i,,f.,."" this lrrirrt ir. is
not necessary to use orrly the Ilernra. Miller Pr.grarr as a. exar,Plt:..l.rrc
rvork of Alvar Aalto, Marcel Rreucr, r,rero Saarirre, a.rl rrrarri ,,tlrr.rs
eould be cited.
A word about rhis book. It is prinrariry an illustralerl rr:c.rrl of fur.iture
currently in productiort, atttl as such it has bcerr plarrlcrl f.r c6rrgr.ricrrl
use by those rvhose busiress it is to |urcrrase.r sprx,if1.furrritur... It is
also itrtelrded as a guide f,,r professiorrals sur.h as art.lrik,r.ts arrtl irrl.ri.r.
designers. In addition t, rrlr.r.grallhic illustrati.rrs, rlre lr,.k prr.serrrsfull dinrensiorral data, so that the relali.rrship.I r',,rlrrs.rrl frrrrritrrr.r,
can-be accurately studierl. Design studerrts, it is rr.1x:tr, rviil firrrr rrre
book equally valuable as a reference.
All rnaterial f,r the lrr.k was assenrrrretr arrrr ;rre,arerr rr1.r,.ri,us rrr.rrr.
bers of the He,nan Miirer.Furniture c.rr,ariy.'rr, l,ra,i,irrg thc. ray,rrrt
arrd typogra;rhy of the hook, I fountr trrat trre restrairrt exr:rcisctr irr rrrechoice and arnount of rvrilte, rnateriar nr.st ulrusuar irr a rrrarrrrfar:trrrr,r
gju"n uu-:l]!rorturrity to- talk about his,rorluct. Ilcre as else*.'err: t,eHerntan Miller philosophy is ll,anifest: l"t rh" fu.,,irurc sPeak f,rr itsclf.

Georgo Nel.son
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George Nelson il'os troinei as an orclilcct anil lounl hintsetl irt the fittli ttl lttrniture r/esirrr o.sthe result ol a series ol accilents, .raost ol tdidt oppr,ar l, lrape ln:ett rau.sci lty ott ut.ttre tlis-like lor spectalized actiuity. Educat.i ar iale, hu ,oou. t.he Rotne Irrir" i,, ;,',.i,,i,,,',',i,,'i in lt);l)uhile doing postgroduale work at catholic l)-niaersiry. T'he ltilloruing rt(t) yut,.s t.t,rt, .s1x,nr ittEurope ani ieooted largely to trauel, rhe sludy ol ltatian. att,l sket,,ltitt1l ttttrirlttt, ttt()rttt,t.,r.s.
T'he last ol these actirtities resulted in so great:-an adntirotiort lor the ort'ltittrt.tttrt, ttl tht, lxrs! tlto!he becante a conaincetl ntotlernist, as he'ielt lhar there ,r,o., ,iu lt.tinl tlrolet,er itr lr.t.irr, ro lnttllhe ane.ients at lheir own gamc. One ortlcome ol the stay abroal,,,i., o .r,,..,,. ttl ttrelt,e artit.les ltrserlon inlertticras u'ilh the oulslantling, motlern architect.s ol Eur,pe. lrulli.shel ,tt 1is rottrrtt. thearticles attracled the allentiort ol the putilislter ol ?'he. Arrhii.rrural l,'rtruttt, antl lte ltra.st,tttl .yioined the 'stafl' while no longer uith the ntagozirte, Nelxttt still relairts tlt. lt.sirittn ttl r.rt-sultant to the Forum.

An architeaturol ofice ruos openei in l-9.?6, in ossot:iatiort tt,itlt ll/illiartr llnntlty. ttrrtl u trttrttl,arol commissions, chielly resillenrial, tuerc erecurti. sorrre ol this rr,,r,rlk t,,ri t,,r),r"r.,r't,;i,;,",t u,,,tpublishei as lar afeld as cairo, Moscoto ond stoekltolnt.lvitlt. the ourlrrmk ol tltt,tt,ur lltrt nrrlti-leclurol uork lnd lo be put osiie. and lhe next leu yeors rr.ore roh"n. up toith n rori,,ty ttl at.rit.i-lie'r -- eiitorial raork, a lnok (T'omorrow's Hortse, rnritt"n in co,lllolxtrotion tritlt llonrl. ltr,tiyltt)arul desig,n commissions lor indttstriol concerns. /s a lry-ltrodttt:t. ol tnr,,i,,,),t,i'.'r,t,n".s),i,1rt ,,,,,,ttu'as deueloped and presetrtei lry l.ile magazirte.. Rosicalli ih. strr,rng"rurll tras o rrltlntrntttrt ttllhe' conoentional parlition by a ,"ri"s oi lorage units tthir:h lunt:li,rtetl o.s lt,llt ttnll ttrttl t.tttt-lo.iners lor oll sorts ol houselnli items. ll toas lntlilit:otirn,rl ihi.s desig.tt thttt latl r, rltr,rts.sttt.itt.licn utith the lternmn Miller F:trniture contpany. Nelson n,rrrh",l tltrtntgh rtttt,st rtl l.)15 atrtl .llol 19'16 ieueloping a large colleclion rl luriiture, ani lound tlre tintt: in lx,ttt,tett rrt ,rotltt..on art'icle on lhe lurnilur.e induslry ufiieh utas pullisho,l lry I'or.tune.7,lto ortirlr trtrs rett,it,rtlhy the iniuslry uith feeling.s tlnr night best lrc ie.sr:rilrcil'or rj,;*."rt.,,1t thtt ett,l ,l lt).17 N,,l.srrtgaue up his editoriol u'ork and openei up an oflite in Neto l'u.k lnr rlt. 1trttt.tit,. ,l urt.1itt,,.-ture ond iniu.strior design, thus g,tuing luir ptoy to his iisincrinoti.n to slrcrinrize.

T'he Nelson olJice is curr-ently engogei in rhe desigtt ol .shotrntrnts,,lJiu,irtrrrirrs, horrses. ttuariely ol proiucts, grophic arts (this lnok is a re(:ent erantple) artd is ittirtu reseotrh itt lil,ltt_ueight denrounlable struclttres. T'\rc lurniture lor llernta, niittr,,"r,,,,o, l"ri14,r,tl r. ln,,o sitttlie,direcl expression ol conslruction wiih erisring lecltnigues." lrie,,,,s 1trn,t rttttler tl.teltr),rt?,tt t."l)r?-senl a depdrture lron currenr practice in boih construction n",',,i' ,in'r;o,.


