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Administrator of the new Federal Works Agency.
From a picture taken at the Anwiversary Dinner
of the Supervising Architect's Office, July 6th, 1939
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LIBBEY - OWENS - FORD PRESENTS
a new, colorful, glass-faced,
load - bearing masonry unit

Section of black of Glos-
tcne 4 in. thick showing

Haydite concrete and spe-
cial rust-proof metal binder.

L) LIGHT
WEIGHT
CONCRETE

Cross section diogram of Glastone Slab showing how metal edge is
cost into the concrete block to insure o permonent anchorage. Mota
cork tape and mastic which also contribute to the bond between the
Vitrolite facing ond cencrete block.

T?—[’ Glastone, the newest achievement in a structural
Lﬂ; glass building material, combines the beauty of
=" Glass with the enduring building strength of
Stone. It is the first load-bearing, glass-faced masonry
unit of its kind. And it makes availakble for the first time,
for buildings of any height, the many desirable features
of a colorful glass finish. Glastone may also be used for
colorful easily cleaned interior walls and partitions.
For a complete story of Glastone, explaining its com-
position, range of sizes, shapes, colors, installation, clean-
ing, permanence, etc., please refer to Sweet's Catalog.
Or, youmay write us. Libbey «Owens+Ford GlassCompany,
1319 Nicholas Bldg., Toledo, Ohio. (Member Producers’ Council.)

LIBBEY - OWENS - FORD

GLASTONE




FITZGIBBONS /
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In hundreds of beautiful new Post Offices

and other Federal buildings, Fitzgibbons
steel boilers assure heating comfort. The
photos on this page show just a few of
these many installations — beautiful
installations all, in keeping with the
buildings they serve.

Fitzgibbons boilers are acceptable for
these outstanding jobs because of their
rigid adherence to specifications, their
adaptability to any fuel and method of
firing, and their unassailable reputation
of quality based upon over a half century
of steel boiler success.

Fitzgibbons offers a complete line of steel
boilers for heating anything from a cottage
to a castle. Full details upon request.

Fitzgibbons Boiler Company.Inc.
GENERAL OFFICES:
Architects Building, 101 Park Avenue, NEW YORK, N. Y.
Works: OSWEGO, N. Y,
BRANCHES AND REPRESENTATIVES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES

‘ .‘:

FITZGIBBONS STEEL BOILERS

for economuul heating of bmldmgs large or sma"
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Two handsome branch banking establishments
were recently designed for the Dominion Bank of
Canada by Douglas L. Kertland of Toronto in
which advantage was taken of the qualities of
Formica as finishing material.

The rooms at Victoria, B. C., were finished
in silver and black Formica — exterior and
interior doors, partitions and wall covering and

CANADIAN BANKING ROOMS i FORMICA

counter panels, baseboard, door trim and win-
dow trim. At Ottawa a lighter background
color with dark inlays was used for much the
same purposes.

Formica is modern; it is hard and durable;
chemically inert and stain resistant, and will give
long and satisfactory service.

Let us send you the facts.

THE FORMICA INSULATION COMPANY » 4638 Spring Grove Avenue « Cincinnati, O.

The upper photo shows inte-
rior of Dominion Bank at
Victoria, B. C., done in silver
and black.

The lower picture shows the
branch at Ottawa in light
colors with dark inlays.
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Chosen for Navy’s New

Ship Model Testing Basin

More than 350,000 board feet of
Thermax Structural Insulation lined concrete
forms for the Navy's new Ship Model Test-
ing Basin, at Carderock, Maryland. The
Thermax slabs remain firmly bonded to the
underside of the concrete to provide this
huge tunnel with sound absorption and
thermal insulation.

JULY, 1939

THERMAX

REG. U. 5. PAT. OFF.

STRUCTURAL INSULATING SLAB BY

CELOTEX

REG. U, 8. PAT, OFF.
The word Celolex is @ brand name identifving a gronup of products
marketed by The Celotex Corporation
At the New York World’s Fair, Be Sure to See Celotex Exhibit House
No. 17 in *The Town of Tomorrow"

THE CELOTEX CORPORATION * 919 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE ¢« CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
T'he FEDERAL ARCHITECT
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SPEGIFIGATIONS

for Air Conditioning

and Refrigerating

ONE of the most exacting duties
of an architect or engineer is to
draw concise and inevasible specifi-
cations for the guidance of contrac-
tors and the protection of his client.
Such specifications should be founded
on the specifications and regulations
of nationally known and accepted
authoritative bodies interested solely
in public welfare.

The National Board of Fire Under-
writers, Underwriters’ Laboratories,
Inc., and the National Fire Protec-
tion Association are institutions of
this class. Each has contributed to
the fundamental specifications cov-
ering air conditioning and refriger-
ating machinery. Every architect and
engineer should have a copy of their
rules and specifications:

(1) NBFU Pamphlet No. 90 en-
titled, “Regulations of the National
Board of Fire Underwriters for the
Installation of Air Conditioning,
Warm Air Heating, Air Cooling, and
Ventilating Systems as Recom-
mended by the National Fire Pro-
tection Association.” (This is also
the A. S. A. standard 733.2). Ad-
dress National Board of Fire Under-
writers at 85 John Street, New York
City, or 222 West Adams Street,
Chicago, Illinois, or Merchants Ex-

Insta"ations

change Building, San Francisco, Cal-
ifornia.

(2) Underwriters’ Laboratories,
Inc., Subject 207, “Standard for Air
Conditioning and Commercial . Re-
frigerating Equipment.” Address 207
East Ohio Street, Chicago, Illinois.

(3) Underwriters’ Laboratories,
Inc., Subject 207, “Standard for
Unit Refrigerating Systems.” Ad-
dress 207 East Ohio Street, Chicago,
[linois.

(4) Underwriters’ Laboratories Re-
port MH2375 entitled, “The Com-
parative Life, Fire, and Explosion
Hazards of Common Refrigerants.”
Supplies of this publication are ex-
hausted at the Underwriters’ Labora-
tories, but may be consulted in most
public libraries in the United States.
Reprints have been made by Kinetic
Chemicals, Inc., Tenth and Market

i

:

REG, U. 8, PAT, OFF.

o sofiperant:

*“Freon"’ is Kinetic's registered trade
mark for its fluorine refrigerants.

Streets, Wilmington, Delaware, and
are available at $1.00 each.

It is often hard to compare values
and capacity of the equipment offered
and so it is well to provide that the
contractor shall express his rating
according to the following methods:

(1) “Standard Method of Rating
and Testing Mechanical Condensing
Units” —Price 15¢.

(2) “Standard Method of Rating
and Testing Air Conditioning Equip-
ment”’— Price 20¢.

These standards are obtainable
from the American Society of Re-
frigerating Engineers, 37 West 39th
Street, New York City.

An example of concise yet com-
prehensive specification formulation
that everyone should have may be
obtained for 5¢ from the Superin-
tendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington, D. C.
It is “Federal Specification for Air-
Conditioning Units (Room-Coolers);
Electric-Motor-Driven, Portable,”
00-A-361 of July 23, 1938.

By following these rules you avoid
any possibility of penalty to your
client in insurance rates and promote
safety of life and property. The
“Freon”* refrigerants meet the re-
quirements of these specifications.

KINETIC CHEMICALS, INC., TENTH & MARKET STREETS, WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT
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LETTER FROM JUDGE
WETMORE

Coral Gables, Florida,
Julv 15, 1939.
Dear Eddie: by

I dislike to discuss the weather and I wouldn’t say
the kind we are having just now is a pippin—it’s more
like a water core.

It’s only about a month since Florida emerged from
one of the dryest spells within the recollection of
the oldest inhabitants, except that arid period which
our late lamented fellow worker, “Jack™ Birgin used
to refer to as the time when he was prohibited,—
and that was only comparative. For more than six
months Jupiter Pluvius did nothing to entitle him to
a per diem for attendance. He must have trapsed off
after that British umbr ella- toting premier to see what
Mars was going to do about the European situation.

Personally, 1 have never cared how long a camel
could go without a drink, not being a camel; but I
Was unmpcﬂeti to pay attention to the distress ~.|<r1ml~\
made by the growing things on my place. How grate-
ful they all were for a cooling drink—all but the cacti.
These latter are an ungmlcml ageregation, You can
soak them with water and all the time they seem to
be singing softly : “I can get along without you very
well,” knowing that they will come through the
drought in better shape than the things that are being
bottle-fed, so to speak. The rain toads nearly “hol-
lered” their heads off, but we got so we didn't care
what they said. W h(‘n their language lacked vigor |
even supplemented their anathemas with some choice
selections from my golf vocabulary. And now for a
month the drought has been broken—shattered i
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fact. Old J. P. is back on the job. He must have
t[]p;:ul over his water jug on the way back and upset
it. We're getting (Llll\ what the weather man calls
“pccasional showers.” “Semi-occasional” would seem
to be a more accurate description, and a lot wetter.
Doors and windows stick; bureau drawers won't
open ; the Crow ded buses smell like a wet goat or a
motorman’s damp mitt and, if I remember my lines
one feels like repeating with Shakespeare: ° ‘Tay off
Mac I)ull _and damned be he who thinks he hasn't had
enough.”

[ am gratified to note that on the 6th of this month
a representative gathering of architects and officials
observed the one hundred and third anniversary of
the establishment of the Supervising Architect’s
Office. For twenty years I was the acting head of
that office, and although it may not be generally known
to my former associates in office, T hd\ e documentary
proof that the full title and pay pertaining to the
head of the office was tendered to me and declined.
[ mention this in order that justice may be done to
my official superiors.

[t is with a sense of sadness that T note the old
office has been merged and submerged until it has lost
its identity. It was an efficient uz'g'mir:llinn capable
of building anything, anywhere, at any time, both in
this country and abroad, and not only projects author-
ized to be constructed under the Secretary of the
Treasury but under authorizations given to other De-
partments and establishments, and it did these things
with marked success. Perhaps, logically, it didn’t fit
into the Treasury organization, and was regarded as
a sort of a stepchild, whichmakes its accomplishments
all the more remarkable. T hope, so long as there are
a sufficient number of survivors of the “Old Guard”
that they will continue to observe the anniversary of
the establishment of the ’Hulam\hnw Architect’s Of-
fice. They should consider it a hall mark of distinction
to be able to say that they had been a p:u't and parcel
or the old organization. Personally, T am glad that
[ am retired because it would be like expatriation to
me to be transferred from the Treasury Department
where [ served for half a century.

The ]leht of the old office in hcmtT cast adrift from
its moorings reminds me of a lhmw that happened
years ago. We had a female clerk on our roster who
was so eccentric as to be a problem, and no chief of
division was willing to have her in his organization.
After long and patient trial she was ummlew:l m-
possible and was transferred to the Sixth Auditor’s
Office, which was a sort of Botany Bay, and was so
called. She complained to her Congressman, (Mr.
Sperry, of Connecticut), who called in her behalf.
After listening to what each chief of division had to
say about her deportment Mr. Sperry remarked that
the situation reminded him of an occurrence in his
home city. It appeared that an old Irishman who was
a patient in the hospital was near death’s door. A priest
came to sit up with him and administer consolation.
But the man didn’t die that night, or the next. On the
third night when the priest Aniud he was met by
one of the orderlies who said: “Ye'r wearing \crwl*r
out over this fellow. I've got a nice room on the top
floor, and why don’t you go up there and go to bed?

(Continwed on page 23)
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Here’s Structural Glass

with W%

OF THE FINEST POLISHED PLATE GLASS!

HE perfect finish of fine plate

glass is obtained bv mechanical
grinding and polishing. And the bril
liant, mirror-like finish of Carrara
Structural Glass is obtained the same
way. Every piece of Carrara produced
is mechanically ground and polished.

What this means to effective design
is obvious. When working with large
areas of transparent glass, you specify
polished plate glass for best results.
Similarly, when working with struc-
tural glass, where slabs are usually
quite large, Carrara with its ground
and polished finish will inevitably
produce a far superior job.

The permanence, easy cleaning,
sanitation and wide choice of colors
offered by Carrara Glass assure a
long life of beauty and usefulness,

I'he FEDERAL ARCHITEC

and wide design possibilities for
architects. Whether vou use Carrara
for toilet room walls, stiles and par-
titions, for wainscoting, for decora-

tive purposes in the large building
or the home, vou will find it an ideal
material to work with.

THIS CARRARA TOILET ROOM installation in Cleveland
shows how much the fine, plate glass finish of Carrara means
to room beauty. Note the accurate reflections in the black
Carrara stiles. Only a ground and pelished structural glass
can provide such mirror-like beauty

Write Iu(lzl} for our free booklet,
“Carrara, the Modern Structural
Glass,” which contains complete in-
[ormation. Address Pittsburgh Corn-
ing Corporation, 2179-9 Grant Bldg.,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

At the New York World's Fair, see
the exhibits of Pittsburgh Glass in
the Glass Center Building, the For-
ward March of America Building,
and the All-Glass House: and, at the
Golden Gate International Exposi-
tion, see them in the Homes and
Gardens Building.

Distributed by

PITTSBURGH PLATE GLASS COMPANY

and by W. P. Fuller and Co. on the Pacific Coast

JULY, 1939
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1836 ROBERT MILLS

W I\' July of 1836 Andrew Jackson, accom-
panied by the Architect Robert Mills stood
in the middle of Pennsylvania Avenue in Washing-
ton, thrust his cane into the middle of the street and
said, “The new Treasury Building will be built here.”
On July 4th, Congress had appropriated money for
the building. On July 6th, the President, conscious
of the need for architects in our growing country,
appointed Mills Federal Architect, with the duty to
take care of the design and construction of the Trea-
sury Building and all others to be erected with Gov-
ernment funds,

Mills held his position until 1842, when a new ad-
ministration courteously but briefly informed him that
it needed the office room he was occupying in the
Treasury Building for other purposes.

Fortunately, a capable architect, quaintly named
Ammi B. Young had shortly before been brought into
the Mills organization. Young carried on without title
until 1852, when Congress set up a definite organiza-
tion for his office and gave him the title of Supervis-
ing Architect.

Since then there have been thirteen Supervising
Architects, and one Acting Supervising Architect, the
Mills torch passing from hand to hand until it now
rests in the capable grasp of the present Supervising
Architect, Louis A. Simon.

On the 14th of June this year there was held a
luncheon in the Willard Hotel in Washington, at-
tended by some twenty prominent Government and
non-Government architects, at which the value to the
architectural profession of this historic background of
the Supervising Architect’s office was discussed.

The members of the Supervising Architect’s office
brought up the fact that on July 6th they proposed to
celebrate the anniversary of the founding of the office,
but that they felt that there was more in it than the
mere possibility of a social gathering. It was one of
the days, packed with the possibility for publicity,
which could be of value to the profession at large.

Page 8

Discussion centered around the growing feeling
that architects should celebrate every anniversary and
publicize every occasion that would focus attention
upon them. The old ethical disapproval of personal
advertisement could still stand, but mass advertise-
ment was not only proper but essential. It was agreed
that this feeling grows stronger day by day through-
out the country.

Following this expression of opinion the members
of the Supervising Architect’s office decided to inflate
their plan for an anniversary dinner to make it a
matter, insofar as possible, of general public interest.

The use of the entire top floor of the Willard Hotel
was obtained. An exhibition of architectural docu-
ments and drawings from the 1836 period down to
the present was prepared. In this great help was given
by the great, great granddaughter of Robert Mills,
Mrs. Robert Mills Evans, who lives in Washington
and who preserves a priceless collection of Millsiana.

The Secretary of the Treasury and the Postmaster
General, after a nerve-racking arrangement of plans
and schedules, agreed to be present. Mr. Maginnis, as
President of the American Institute of Architects,
made a difficult journey from the cool breezes of New
England to the tropical Washington scene to make a
glorious, silver-tongued speech.

Petween four and five hundred persons attended
the dinner. Flattering newspaper publicity resulted,
which, together with the enthusiasm evident at the
dinner, rewarded those in charge for their effort and

expense.

I THE forthcoming International Congress of

Architects to be held in the late summer will
be a greater and infinitely more potent means of
focussing attention upon the profession.

Attention to mass advertisement by architects will
always be of great value, and is needed. At the lunch-
con of architects above referred to, one of the men
told of the remark of the editor of a certain weekly
magazine to an architect who tried to sell him on
the idea of an article describing how architects work
and just what is their contribution to the public wel-
fare. The editor said, “The public isn't interested.
They think of an architect as a sleek, handsome
smoothie who seduces the heroine in the fourth chap-
ter.”

That may or may not be a true picture of what the
public, as a whole, thinks. But some of it is true. A
word here and there to build up the idea that the pro-
fession is strong and virile will do no harm,

Some of the drawings shown in the exhibit in con-
nection with the Supervising Architect’s office 103rd
Anniversary, are reproduced herewith as well as some
photographs taken on the occasion.

The cooperation received from all architects in
connection with this Anniversary was a pleasant and
heart-warming thing.

4o

] j\b a result of the investigation of the W.P.A.
Federal Art Project, a quaint account of one

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT JULY, 1939




p Vi

j’ha!u _1' Hal
1939 LOUIS A. SIMON

of the activities of the architect, Charles Bulfinch,
was discovered in a copy of the New York Jowrnal
and Weekly Register, for November 5, 1789. The
description is of the visit of Washington to Boston
and follows m part:

... the President gracefully bowed to all around :
and the select choir of singers with Mr. Rea at their
head immediately sang the following Obk (see Poets
Corner) in the Trivmprar Arcr (designed by Mr.
C. Bulfinch) which was adjacent to the colonnade.
This arch is 18 feet high, composed of a center arch
14 feet wide, and one on each side, of 7 feet, with an
Tonick pilaster, and proper imposts between them. The
frieze exhibits 13 stars on a blue ground, a handsome
white dentule cornice is carried to the height of the
platform ; above is painted a ballustrade of interlaced
work ; in the center of which is an oval tablet, with
the following inscription: on one side, “To TiE Max
wHO UNITED ALL HEARTS'—and on the other, “To Co-
LuMBIA'S Favorite Son.” At the end adjoining the
state house, is a panel decorated with a trophy, com-
posed of the arms of the United States, of the Com-
mon wealth of Massachusetts, and our French Allies,
crowned with a laurel wreath ; over these an inscrip-
tion, ‘Boston relieved March 17, 1776'—as a proof of
a grateful remembrance of the services rendered this
town by the illustrious President in his military char-
acter. Over the center arch, a rich canopy of 20 feet
in height was erected with the American Eagle
perched above ; the whole forming a spectacle, which,
while it captivated the eve of the beholder, added
much to the testimonials of the respect of the day.”

This was not the full extent of the structure specially
built for the occasion. In addition there was a colon-

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT - JULY, 1939

nade designed by one “Hon. Mr. Dawes.” Since it
provides the complete picture of the occasion and
also helps to place the triumphal arch, the following
description of this portion is significant.

“. .. On the arrival of the front of the procession
at the Old Brick Meeting, the whole halted ; and the
military, the selectmen and council conducted the
PreseNT through the triumphal arch erected across
the Main-street, to the senate chamber, by the east
door of the state house, from whence the President
passed through the representatives chamber to the
Colonnade erected for the occasion in the west end
of the state house, composed of six large columns,
fifteen feet high, and a ballustrade hung in front with
Persian carpets, on which were wrought thirteen
roses. The circle of the colonnade measured forty-four
feet, and projected boldly into the Main-street, so as
to exhibit in a strong light, ‘Tme MAN OF THE
PropLE.” The central west window of the state house
was the door through which the President passed to
the ballustrade descending from a platform four easy
steps to the floor of the gallery, which was furnished
with armed chairs, and spread with rich carpets. On
this platform was a pedestal, covered with green, sup-
porting the figure of plenty, with her Cornucopia and
other emblems, . . ."”

“From the Bulletin of the Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiques.”

0

.MY old master, Louis Sullivan, gave me a
definition of a highbrow ; a man educated
way beyond his capacity. Perhaps the most trouble-
some thing the matter with us is that we may have
been educated beyond our capacity.

“If T were rich beyond the dreams of avarice, I
would Buy up universities and close them. I would
set at each entrance a bronze tablet reading, ‘Closed
by the beneficence of Frank Lloyd Wright."”

Fraxk Lrovp WriGHT.

The membership of the A. of F. A, has increased
considerably, While this is most gratifying the mem-
bers should realize that money is needed to carry on
and do certain things to make the organization use-
ful as well as interesting.

A number of 1939 dues remain unpaid and it is
requested that they be sent in now so that it will not
be necessary to remove any names from the rolls and
mailing list of the Federal Architect.
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Anniversary Exhibit
OBERT MILLS’ original drawing for the Washington monument. Taken from
R a steel engraving issued in 1854 to all persons and organizations which con-
ributed toward the monument. The particular copy from which this was taken
formed a receipt for seven dollars contributed by a church in Washington. Note the
capitol in the distance with its flat dome, and in the right mid-distance, the then
newly-completed Smithsonian. On the left is the Treasury Building and the canal
which then flowed where now exists Constitution Avenue. The monument was de-
signed to be 300 feet high with the base motive 100 feet high. When the monument
was partially complete it was found that the spongy ground would be inadequate
to support its weight when the final height was reached and that another leaning
tower of Pisa might result, or a catastrophe even more unpleasant. The bill at the base
of the structure was therefore built, which holds firm the restless strata beneath.
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ADDRESS AT 103rd ANNIVERSARY DINNER
OF SUPERVISING ARCHITECT’S OFFICE,
WASHINGTON

by Charles D. Maginnis

Photo by Hal

MR, CHARLES D. MAGINNIS
A picture of the president of the American Institute of

Architects taken at the Supervising Architect's 103 An-
niversary Dinner

T is a great pleasure to salute the Supervising
Architect’s Office. As I looked forward to this
meeting with you I was reminded how very different
your daily professional life is from mine. 1 was envi-
ously aware that with you the practice of architecture
1s a more abstract business than it is with me. Inyour
comparatively cloistered detachment, you no doubt
miss some of the drama of the individual practitioner
but there must be compensation in that serene per-
spective in which you are accustomed to regard your
public. It is one of the occasional experiences of the
private architect that he must deal with an actual
and corporeal client with all the psychological com-
plications which that idea has the faculty to convey.
The successful introduction of this valuable per-
sonage into the architectural process involves, as most
of you know, a delicate and tortuous technique which
singularly is not taught in the Schools and is not too
confidently acquired afterwards. When he is finally

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT JTULY, 1939

captured, one lives with him in an attitude of anxious
deference which is never wholly free from the ap-
prehension of his formidable displeasure. One of
the most harrowing moments of my experience is
when I am face to face with my client in the presence
of a leak, which, I admit, is too often. The persuasion
of my innocence avails nothing, I find, at such a
time. I am as completely convicted as if I had in-
troduced the leak as an element of my design, and
until the pestiferous phenomenon is removed my
proud building is merely a whited sepulchre. ;

I am not implying that the news of leakages never
percolates into the Supervising Architect’s Office, but
merely that, in the security of its nebulosity, it is
not an event which has the capacity to reduce any
identifiable member of it to an uncomfortable sense
of kinship with the humble worm. And yet I am not
wholly unmindful of the critical potentialities of the
120,000,000 units of our citizenry which you serve
so that I know there is room in your bosoms for
troubles which are not entirely domestic.

Onee [ rashly entered on the adventure of building
a house for myself. It was only at the end of this
enterprise that I thoroughly realized how important
it is to hire an architect. Up till then my wife had al-
ways been vividly and influentially identified with the
affairs of the home, but my complete adequacy to
deal with this particular problem seemed reasonably
indicated so that | was left completely to myself. It
was not long hefore [ began to feel about for that
[Lconomic friction which is seldom absent from the
atmosphere of clients, but 1 was conscious of nothing
but a great softness all around me. In this predica-
ment, | was compelled to create a client histrionical-
ly but I found him too ineffectively sympathetic.
When I would invite him, for instance, to entertain
the idea of paving the sitting-room with a scrump-
tious Greek marble he would protest he thought it in
the circumstances worthy of a particularly drunken
sailor, but if my professional pride could be grati-
fied i no less opulent terms I might go ahead. With
successive encounters of this dangerous character
we stumbled on till we became prostrate under a
pyramid of bills irom which we were extricated only
with painful difficulty. Since then I have held the
realistic client in a new respect.

In more serious and fitting vein let me thank you,
on behalf of the Institute of Architects, for so hos-
pitably including me in this hour of rejoicing over
the long and honorable history of your office. Tt is
my wish that my presence here should imply more
than a mere community of interest. It should con-
vey to you a thoughtful acknowledgement from the
whole profession of the efficiency with which the
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office has sustained the cause of Government archi-
tecture. It would be unreasonable if the architects
of America were not deeply concerned that, in the
quality of its products no less than in the high plane
of its administration, such an agency as yours should
he worthy of the best architectural tradition. Nor
need it be thought singular that this solicitude should
have developed apprehension that, with all its ad-
mitted competency, any undue comprehensiveness of
its interest might well represent a denial of oppor
tunity to talents both worthy and eager to serve the
nation. If, in recent years, this feeling has been ex-
pressed more anxiously, more passionately, it has
heen the voice of a profession at tragical disadvantage
with the times.

It is particularly gratifying to me, therefore, that
[ address you at a moment when the Treasury De-
partment, taking considerate and sympathetic ac-
count of these circumstances, has provided for a mea-
sure of recognition of the private architects of the
country through a system of regional competitions.

This gesture, as you are aware, has been received
with marked satisfaction by the profession and with
the hope that it may make for such results as will en-
courage the Department to identify the architect as
responsibly as possible with his finished product.

In view of the esteem in which American archi-
tecture is held abroad this recognition comes felic-
itously on the eve of the first meeting m this country
of the International Congress of Architects under
the auspices of the United States Government. We
are all greatly interested in this visitation which, in-
cidentally, will bring the Federal aspect of Washing-
ton under a new and critical scrutiny. Our people are
intelligently convinced of the beauty of the Washing-
ton scene and of the debt we owe to the men of an

AT THE ANNIVERSARY DINNER

Postmaster General Farley slips across a
high-powver wisccrack to the editor of the
FEDERAL ARCHITECT

Page 12

older day who perceived the vision of it. We must not
be surprised, however, if the incorrigible classicality
of its architecture provoked only an oblique politeness
from the more sophisticated of our visitors who have
embraced the new architectural philosophies. Nor
should we permit ourselves to be disturbed by an at-
titude which, after all, is not unfamiliar even here.
We are all trying very thoughtfully to determine the
measure of our present obligation to history or
whether we have any which should prevent our con-
signing it utterly to the waste-basket. Meantime,
architecture is so inscrutable an interest that it re-
minds me of an incident which recently happened in
Cambridge. A member of the crew had hoasted of
getting high marks and, on being pressed, admitted
it was in Sanscrit. The following morning two ath-
letic young men called on Professor Lanman to ex-
press an interest in his subject. The Professor, ex-
cited by the implications of intellectuality from so
strange a quarter, showed them his choicest hooks.
When they were leaving presently, Mrs. Lanman
was just in time to overhear one of them exclaim,
—“Hell! it's a language!”

[ find myself uncomfortably close here to the verge
of controversy and I must sheer off. The President
of The Institute should deal discreetly with his pri-
vate and fallible opinions on matters which will in all
likelihood soon settle themselves. It is to be assumed
that he is not oblivious to the fact that the material
world has changed considerably since the days of
Mr. Mills and that the circumstance deserves its due
acknowledgment. Nevertheless, he is moved to ex-
press the hope that in this accommodation the men
who shape the architecture of Government may not
be persuaded to put too light an estimate upon the
merit of a tradition which has given so gracious and
distinguished a countenance to our National Capital.

W ashington Post Photograph
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CANDID PICTURES
TAKEN AT THE
ANNIVERSARY
DINNER OF THE
SUPERVISING
ARCHITECT'S
OFFICE

( Above) i

Admianistrator Carmody, expounds. Mr. Reynolds, newly-ap pointed Commissioner
of Public Bualdwngs, and Captain Collins, newly-appointed Divector of Procurement
have vou're-got-something-there expressions.

( Below)

Admiral Peoples conwvinces Secretary of Treasury Morgenthauw. Architectural Ad-
visor LeRoy Barton is apparently unconvinced at the moment but will give his full
concurrence presently.

Washington Post Photograph

Page 13
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Anmuersary Exhibit

1858

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT

E.;!i svekion one MieihNerect,
U.8.5UB oM HoUuss

R *i‘lmmld:,Va X

HE Custom House at Richmond, Virginia, was
erected under the regime of Supervising Architect
Ammi B. Young, in 1858. Tt later became the Treasury
Building of the Confederacy. Two extensions have been
added to it. Time has dealt kindly with it and it is im-
posing in its stately location opposite the State Capitol.

JULY, 1939
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: Avnversary Exhibit
o U. 5. POST OFFICE,
1873 HARTFORD, CONN.
A. P. Mullett, Supervising Architect

HE drawing below is titled as “annual drawing showing progress of work to
Sept. 30, 1856,” and is a progress drawing instead of a progress photo. It is
signed, curiously enough, by G. T. Beauregard, Major of Engineers, a name later to
become well known as that of the Commander-in-Chief of the Confederate Army.

1856 Ammi B. Young, Supervising Architect
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U. 5. CUSTOM HOUSE,
NEW ORLEANS, LA.

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT . JULY, 1939

Anmiversary Exhibit
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Anniversary Exhibit
1873 RAWING made in 1873 of the elevation of the
Post Office and Court House at Portland, Maine.
This is a beautifully executed drawing but the ink has
rubbed and faded in places so that many of the lines
have not reproduced.

The drawings printed in this issue are from the historical
exhibition held in conmection with the Anniversary Dinner
of the Supervising Architect’s Office.
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Detail of Court Room Ceiling

Anniversary Exhibit

1873 at Portland, Maine, Custom House
Lo
LIST OF HEADS OF
OFFICE OF SUPERVISING ARCHITECTS

ROBERT MILLS! @ oo s s s 1836-1842 WILE A FRERET . .. aavesn s 1887-1888
(title Federal Architect) (Supervising Architect)

ANMIER, YORING o i i s » 1842-1852 JAMES H, WINDRIM ............ 1889-1900
(Architectural Advisor) (Supervising Architect)

ARIVIE B YOUING: o o b i o onie & 1852-1862 W. L. EDBROOKIE L. Siisic oo v vata aleie 1891-1892
(Supervising Architect) (Supervising Architect)

[SATAEE ROGERS (o ol e s 1862-1865 JEREMIAH O'ROURKE .......... 1893-1894
(Supervising Architect) (Supervising Architect)

AR MELERA o e sk 1865-1874 WM. MARTIN AIKEN ........... 1895-1896
(Supervising Architect) (Supervising Architect)

WA PORTER: o ca cus s & s 1874-1877 JAMES KNOX TAYLOR ......... 1897-1912
(Superrising Architect) ( Supervising Architect)

JAMES B, HIREL . n o e cioaie st s s 1877-1883 QOSCAR WENDEROTH . ....-...-. 1913-1914
(Supervising Architect) (Supervising Architect)

MR BT T e e soneimeics 1884-1886 JAMES A. WETMORE ........... 1915-1933
(Supervising Architect) ( Acting Supervising Architect)

OIS A STEMICIN ... ol o o 1933 to present

(Supervising Architect)

Page 18
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HEN Oscar Wenderoth was a draftsman under Supervising Architect
James Knox Tayler he made this fine drawing of the Paterson, N. ],
Post Office which was required to be in the Dutch style. Wenderoth later went
with Carrere and Hastings and returned in 1913 to be Supervising Architect.
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(above ( 7. 5. POST OFFICE, Designed and Rendered
ookl 1914 MOUNT VERNON, N. Y. by Phil Hooton
Oscar Wenderoth, Supervising Architect

Awniversary Exhibit

U..5. POST OFFICE,
. v DAYTON, OHIO
(below) 1911 James Knox Tavlor, Supervising Architect

-ATATES -POST OFFICE-BUILDING - DAYTON-OHI

RYSTiGs W T

Designed and rendered by
Fred V. Murphy
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5 NATIONAL CANCER BUILDING, BETHESDA, MARYLAND

Lowis A. Stmon, Supervising Architect

Anmwversary Exhibit
U. S. POST OFFICE
GREAT BARRINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS
02c% Louts A. Stmon, Supervising Architect
1935 Lorimer Rich, Consulting Architect

Shell Lewis, Delineator

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT - JULY, 1939 Page 21




- . R Tante . Lowe., Deline
1938 Amniversary Exhibit Lo S s, Ssknedior

Federal Building
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO
Lowts A. Simon, Supervising Architect
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JUDGE WETMORE’S LETTER
(Continued from page 6)

If anything goes wrong with this fellow I'll call ye.”
The priest demurred but was finally persuaded to
accept the hospitality proffered, particularly when the
orderly added : “Father, don’t worry. T'll not fail ye.
I'm all over this hospital at all hours of the night, and
nothing happens that I don’t know about. I'll look in
on this fellow every little while, and if he gets worse
I'll call ye.” When the priest came down stairs next
morning he learned of the patient’s death. Naturally,
he took the orderly to task, but the latter said: “Now,
Father, don't be too hard on me 'till ye know what
happened. During the night 1 found this fellow was
getting much worse and T ran up and shook you, and
told you to get up, and ye said ‘yes; yes' and ye sat
up. 1 thought ve were going to follow me right down
stairs. When ye didn't come I ran back and ye were
that dead tired that ye had gone to sleep again. So
[ shook ve and called ye again, and I thought T had
‘roused ye and [ hurried back to this fellow who was
getting weaker and weaker, and when ye didn’t come
I administered consolation to him myself. “You ad-
ministered consolation to him? What did you say?”
“Well, Father,” said the orderly, “I had been know-
ing this fellow for a long time and I said to him, * Mike,
ye'r a dom sick man.” ‘T know I am,’ sez he.” Then
sez 1, ‘I think ye'r going to die,” and he sez, ‘T think
so, too.” Then I sez ‘I am afraid ye'r going to hell
and he sez, ‘T am afraid I am that.” Then [ sez: ‘Don't
worry, considering everything I think ye'r lucky to
have some place to go to.” And, Mr. Sperry added
that he thought, considering everything, that his con-
stituent was lucky to have some place to go to. Per-
haps this applies with equal force to the Supervising
Architect’s Office. However, 1 hope its excellence in
the past and its recognized efficiency will insure for
it the welcome and recognition it deserves from the
organization of which it will form a part.

Say, Eddie, did you ever get so mad that you
couldn't say anything? Maybe I've told you this
before. A bishop was playing golf and he “foozled”
his ball scandalously. He didn’t say a word, and one
of the foursome said to him: “Bishop, when you do
that don’t you ever say just a little bad word ?” “No,”
said the Bishop, “but where 1 spit the grass never
grows agam.” The situation reminds me. When the
old office was located on the basement floor of the
Treasury Building access was had through a passage-
way leading from the corridor to the south court
where a structure to serve as a drafting room had been
built. On one side old man Moberly and his gang
of hellions, who constituted the mailing force, were
located. On the opposite side was a long table. One
day Adolph Cluss rushed in and threw his hat on
the table before going in to see Colonel Lowe. While
he was inside one of the hellions cut some strips of
blotting paper and inserted them under the sweat-
band of the hat. When Cluss came out he picked up
the hat, put it on his head, took it off, looked it over
carefully, replaced it on the table and disappeared in
the drafting room in search of his hat, which, of
course, he did not find. Meanwhile, the strips of

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT . JULY, 1939

blotting paper had been removed. When Cluss came
out he started off without his hat, but Moberly called
his attention to it. “It isn't my hat,” said Cluss. “Well,
you left it there,” said Moberly, “and no one else
has been in or out since.” Cluss picked up his hat,
tried it on, gave a dirty look at Moberly that could
have killed, tried to say something, but words failed
him as he disappeared. 1f he could have spit I know
it would have left an indelible stain on the tiled
floor.

Well, the old office—or what is left of it—seems
to be on its way to a new mooring, and I wish vou
all a happy landing.

With kind regards to my former office associates,
and best wishes always, T am,

Sincerely,

THIE TUDGEE.™

CA®

AIR-CONDITIONING ENGINEERS' ATLAS

|"“Air-Conditioning Enginecrs’ Atlas” by Clifford Strock
and C. H. B. Hotchkiss. 76 pages, inecluding 18 colored
maps; size 9 x 12 in. Published by The Industrial Press,
148 Lajfayette St., New York, N. ¥. Price $2.00.1

Heating and air conditioning engineers continually find
it necessary to study weather data in connection with de-
sign and operating problems. The weather data that they
need, however, are usually buried in such enormous masses
of existing weather figures that it is frequently an impossi-
hle task to locate the desired information. The Air-Condi-
tioning Engineers’ Atlas is a new type of book presenting
in condensed and usable form the climatic data needed for
the solution of heating and cooling problems.

The Atlas consists of 18 sections, each contaiming a colored
map of the United States, accompanied by pertinent data in
tabular form; of these 18 sections nine deal with winter
weather conditions and nine with summer weather condi-
tions. The maps are zoned to show graphically, for all parts
of the country, fizures on the various phases of weather
which are of concern to the heating and air conditioning en-
zineer, while the tables contain supplementary data apply-
ing to the larger cities and their environs,

Describing Celotex Traffic-Top as a new material which
mexpensively transforms flat roofs that have never been
used before into recreational areas, a new folder just pub-
lished by The Celotex Corporation explains fully the vari-
ous features of a product which has many uses. It allows
owners and operators of residences, hotels, apartments, hos-
pitals or other types of buildings with Hat roofs to turn
them into playgrounds for children, roof gardens, recovery
areas and open air play centers for schools and factories,

@A

William ¥. Brady, Assistant District Engineer, in the
Public Buildings Branch of the Procurement Diwision, re-
tired from the Government service March 1, 1939, and was
presented with a fine mahogany house desk by forty-six
members of the Field Engineering force and the personnel
of the District office.

Presentation qeas made by District Engineer McAllister,

withowt speeches, and the recipient showed himself much
pleased with the token of regard from his fellow-workers.
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NEW PHILADELPHIA POST OFFICE
Equipped Throughout

with —

Jonco| sTEEL
SHELVING

Order your requirements from

PENN METAL CORPORATION OF PENNA.
PHILADELPHIA

Manufacturers of Steel Shelving, Lockers,
Storage and Wardrobe Cabinets

MINNES O TR

DOLOMITIC LIMESTONE

A sound durable
stone, produced in
color shades of

GRAY, CREAM,
BUFF, and PINK.

Fine and Coarse
Texture Stone

e

Ample production
and milling facilities
for any project.

MINNESOTA DOLOMITE  ASSOCIATION

Mankato Minnesota

Mr. William G. Jones, Jr.,
The Celotex Corporation,
1276 National Press Bldg.,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Jones:

| Thank you for the examples of various types of
| Celotex advertising. For my own information as well
| as yours, [ have shown these around about to vari-
ous architects whose opinions and reactions, taken
collectively, I would say represent a good cross sec-
tion of architectural psychology.

Architects are average individuals, in everything
except what they see. Advertising they hear over
the radio appeals to them exactly as to persons in
other professions. Advertising they see, however,
gets into their own field and appeals to eyes sensi-
tively trained over a long period of years. So, fre-
quently they may turn over quickly a page to get it
out of their sight, a page which would not annoy
the average person.

All these proofs which you sent me are carefully
prepared and are well-designed in that they bring
to the surface quickly the mmportant elements. To
architects however, there are certain annoyances
which detract from their appeal, would probably
cause architects to flip over the page where otherwise
they would pause.

I think all the pages you sent have too much print-
ing and too many different kinds of printing,—that
is, for nuts like architects, understand, and not for
regular individuals, for whom I do not speak. Also
there is this device of overprinting a panel of letter-
ing in the middle of the page which is good technique
generally, but which annoys architects by spoiling
the photograph which is their main mterest.
; The best liked of the pages were the ones | have

marked (1) and (3). The interest was in the photo-
| graphs, and in the case of (1) because the printing
! was simplified and of such extent that one would he
inclined to read it.

I am venturing to stick my neck out as an adver-
tising critic because of the fact that there has been
much discussion of advertising lately by both Govern-
ment and non-Government architects, who feel that
| much of the appeal of architectural advertising is

lost because advertisers forget the trained-eve part

of the architectural profession.
If T may with humility venture into a field in which
‘ my friends Bruce Barton and Leon Hansen assure
me kindly I know almost nothing, 1 would say, after

a pretty careful investigation, that Government archi-
tects (and I think it applies to private architects) like

the following elements in an advertisement:

| (1) A photograph.

(2) A simple page, with not too many different
kinds of ideas in different kinds of lettering.
(Continwed on page 28)
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In the early spring of 1834 a small rolling mill was
built at Torrington, Connecticut, for the purpose of
rolling brass for the manufacture of kettles, Machin-
ery was 1mpurtul from England and there was great
difficulty in securing w orkmen competent to carry on
the business. Israel Holmes of Waterbury, Connecti-
cut, who was the manager of this mill went to En-
gland and succeeded in procuring a few experienced
workers. When English manufacturers, who were
fearful of losing their American trade, endeavored
to prevent him from employing and bringing these
men into the United States, he succeeded in embark-
ing a colony of workmen and their families, about 30

persons in all.

Tradition has it that Mr. Holmes transported his
craftsmen in casks in which they were smuggled
on board ship. After arrival on the New England
coast the workmen again entered the casks to be
drawn ashore at might and transported to Water-

bury.

This interesting saga of the brass industry is
graphically illustrated by a diorama which is one of
the features of the Copper & Brass Industry Exhibit,
Metals Building, New York World's Fair,

Joseph T. Henthorn,
Washington, D. C.

Scott Fullerton,
Atlanta, Ga.

Paul J. Bodey,
Chicago, IH,

C. L. Berry,

San Francisco, Calif.

Nathan Abramson,
Laconia, N. H.

Laurence E. Allison,
Ashland, Wisc.

Ralph C. Bauer,
Washington, D, C,

David Beale,
Manchester, Ga.

Robert Coltman, Jr.,

Jamaica, N. Y.

Wm. W. Cooke,
Iron River, Mich.

John Paul Cooney,
Caldwell, Kans,

Elmer F, Cummings,

Mayville, Wisc.

Carroll E. DePuy,
Carville, La.

Frank H. Dohrmann,

Houston, Miss.

Logan 1., Donlin,
Anchorage, Alaska.

John Fourland,
Glacier Park, Mont.

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT

‘*‘UNITED"”

Products were used in the construction
of the United States Government Buildings

listed below:

Home Owners Loan Corporation
Federal Reserve Board Building
Department of the Interior
Department of Commerce

House Office Building
Congressional Library Addition
Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Internal Revenue
Folger Shakespeare Library
Public Health Service Building

Apex Building

Archives Building

Post Office Department
Department of Justice Building
Senate Office Building

United States Supreme Court

Building

The White House
Mellon Art Gallery
Government Printing Office

THE UNITED CLAY PRODUCTS COMPANY
Investment Building,

Washington, D. C.

Clement J. Gerber,
Crookston, Minn.

Max M. Golder,
Washington, 1. C.

George P. Hales,
San Francisco, Calif.

Edwin R. Hawkins,
Russell, Kans,

Frank L. Hawkins,
Odessa, Texas,

C. €. Holloway,
Oxnard, Calif.

John G. Hutton,
Chisholm, Minn.

Hubert P. Illman,
Durham, N, C.

Roy J. Janis,
Willmar, Minn.

Bruce K. Jones,
Harrisonburg, Va.

Emil W. Kunze,
Salt Lake City, Utah,

Jobn B, Lammers,
San Diego, Calif.

Wm. E. Lawrence,
Terre Haute, Ind.

Jacob Don Lewvin,
Plano, Tl

Dana Q. McComb,
Venice, Calif.

John W. MecLure,
Birmingham, Ala,

JULY, 1939

L. F. Maier,
Baltimore, Md.

Jesse I. Marshall,
Washington, D, C,

]nseph E. Millet,
New Orleans, La.

Frank Mizell,
Sylvania, Ga,

James N, Morris,
Clarion, Ia.

Frank F. Neill,
Denver, Colo.

Joseph B. Olson,
Mount Sterling, Il

Jay W. Palmer,
Metuchen, N. J.

A. Earl Patterson,
Yakima, Wash.

Emmanuel vB, Perry,
Ford City, Pa.

Richard W. Prendergast.

Hot Springs, New Mexico.

Walter C. 1k‘mkm
Belmont, N.

Donnell Ruhmﬁnn.

St. Louis, Mo,

Rudolph Geo. Rodighero,
Canton, Mo.

Fred A. Roemer,
Fresno, Calif.

Albert E. Sanderson,
Carville, La.

Irving N. Sauerbrun,
Lowville, N. Y.

Alexander T, Schenck,
Seattle, Wash,

Louis J. Schoeefer,
Portland, Me,

Robert E. Sellers,
Vivian, La.

Merrick (. Shawe,
Milford, N. H.

Thomas M, Stephens,
Blackshear, Ga.

A. C. Stewart,
Geneva, N,
Grady C. Stone,
Ashland, Ky.
Edwin ,I] Stotler,
TTubbard, Ohio.

Edward H. Tashjian,
Tonawanda, N. Y.

Paul I.. Vaughan,
Knoxville, Ta.
Otto H. Wagner,
Denver, Colo.

Paul E, Walz,
Longview, Texas.

Hubert 1J. Washburn,
Council Grove, Kans,

Edward F. Wehb,
Dallas, Texas.

Isaac Weil.
Danbury, Conn.

Laddis A, Ziernicki,
Canton, N. C.

Resigned

Theodore W. Beland,
5/15/39.

Ihmd H. Robertson, Jr.,
6/2/39,

Discontinued

Trving Van Wagner,
5/28/39.
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ROMANY TILES for AIRPORTS

Administration Building

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

New Cumberland, Pa.
(Near Harrisburg.)

General Contractor—Ritter Bros.
Tile Contractor—Lehigh Tile & Marble Co.

Kitchen Roof Deck
6 x 9 Romany Red Quarry Tiles

The floors and decks of a Modern Airport must withstand the pounding and
scraping of hurrying feet. Cuarry Tile surfaces are not marred after years of
heavy traffic. Minimum maintenance is assured. Quarry tiles are made in a
wide range of sizes and colors and will harmonize with any type of Archi-
tecture.

United States Quarry Tile Co.
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St. Elizabeth’s Hospital

Continued Treatment Building
Construction Division
Veterans Bureau—Architects

Shown above is a typical installation of walls and floors
by Sparta. This Hospital installation indicates the type
of decorative effect achieved by the restricted use of a
Spartan Chintz pattern. The result is an interesting
wainscot that will withstand extreme abuse. The Spartan
Weave on the floor is a four by three with half inch dot.

All tiles by

The

SPARTA CERAMIC COMPANY
East Sparta, Ohio
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Denver, Colorado, P, ., South Denver Branch,—con-
struction—J. H. Marchbank Construction Company,
205 West Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois ..........

Wappingers Falls, N. Y., P. O.—construction, ete.—
‘mf‘n\rclh Bros., Inc., 161-19 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica,

North Bergen, N, ]., P. O. —*L()n‘!!l‘l“:l!ﬂ!\l. ete.—G. A,

Nigro, 281 Glen Street, Glen Cove, N. Y. ......
Kent, Washington, P. O.— construction, ete, — A. I,

Mowat Construction Co., 1331 Third Avenue Buuldmg.

Sentile. Viashiri@ton ....ciociceioeinm o oeis & sismns el

Madison, Connecticut, P, ().—construction, etc.—Mutual
(unﬂrucnnn Company, 7 East 42nd Street, New York,
Y

Sylvania, Georgia, P, ().—construction, H. L. Me-
“Caskill, Iost Office Box 283, handerwﬂle. Georgia. .

San Diego, California, CU, H. & CT. I'l—remurlclmg—
Charles J. Dorfman, 124 North La Brea Avenue, Los
Angeles, California ........... B i e

Baltimore, Maryland, P. O.. Catonsville Branch—con-
struction, etc.—John K, Ruff Company, 100 West 22nd
Street, Baltimore, Maryland ..... .. cieeicesniosas

Birmingham, Alabama, P, O. & CT. H..— repairs and im-
}:ru\ ements—Vanguard Construction Curpuratmn 415
exington Avenue, New York, N. Y,

Geneva, N. Y.. P. O.—extension and remodvhnn—l-enn
Wexler, 1134 Baker Avenue, Schenectady, N. Y.

San Francisco, California. P. O., Rincon Annex—con-
struction, etc.—George A. Fuller Company, 408 South
Spring Street, Los Angeles, California .. ....... .00

Portland, Maine, Marine Hospital—alterations. etc,—
Henry L. Grohne, 2594 North Water Street, Decatur,
Vi S e S it iohe e AT e Ot s ekt roemra

Aleatraz, California, Penitentiarv—construction of the
Tndustrial Building—Louis C, Dunn, Inc., 799 Monad-
nock Building, San Franecisco, (,1I|furnm ..........

Plano, Illinois, P. O.—construction. ete.—Mutual Con-
tracting Company, 2532-34 Warren Bm:lcv'ud Chi-
eago, JINMOIE ...iiasasasisne seins e o ataivry v

Anchorage, Alaska, P. O. & CT. H.—construction, etc.—
McCarthy Bros. Construction Co,, 4903 Delmar Boule-
vard, St. Louis, Missouri. ......... Wil S R e

San Francisco, California, P. O.. Rincon Annex—in-
stallation of an elevator plant, —The Shepard Flcmmr
Ca., Inc., 2425 Colerain Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio..

Hoffman Island, N. Y., Maritime Commission Station—
dock changes. etc.—Mr. Thor Wetlesen, 430 Bement
Avenue, West Brighton, Staten Island, N. Y. ........

Lowville, N. Y., P. O.—construction, etc.—Samuel Plato,
2509 W. Walnut Street, Louisville, Kentucky........

Monticello, Indiana, P. O.—construction, ete,—James 1.
Barnes Construction Co., Barnes Building, Logansport,
Todianm. oo o o ook e S e Y o

Oxnard, California, P. 0.—construction, ete.—R. T.
Daum, 6863 West Boulevard, Inglewood, California. .

Bethesda, Maryland, National Cancer Institute—manu-
facture and installation of certain laboratory equipment,
including the mechanical equipment—Kewaunee Mfg.

Co., Adrain, Michigan. .......... I dat e to7 v ol ALS i ol

Seattle, Washington, Court House—complete elevator
plant—Otis  Elevator Company, 810—18th Street,
N, W., Washington, D). C, .........0 Pt e B ey

Seattle, W.whms!ton Court House—construction—N. I
Severin Co., 222 West Adams Street, Chicago, Tllinois
Bangor, Pennsylvania P. O.—construction etc.—Henry
Dattner, 1515 Barlum Tower, Detroit, Michigan.....
Washington, D. C., Central Heating Plant, Social Se-
curity and RR retirement BD. Bldgs., and General
Federal Office Building—construction of the C Street
southwest extension to the steam distribution system,
including all work shown in Central Heating Plant—
The Mechanical Engineering Construction and Equip-
ment Company, 1814 W, Fayette Street, Baltimore, Md.
Blackshear, Georgia, P. O.—construction, etc.—Barnes
Brothers, 31434 Fifth Street, Loganspurt, Indiana....
Couneil Grove, Kansas, P. (.—construction ete.—Martin
K. Eby Construction Co,, 850 Litchfield Avenue,
Wichita, Kansas. ........ Jreitiiets Rl bl LB S T
]amaic;l. N. Y.. P. 0., Woodhaven Branch—construction,
ete.—Thos, G. ""\nerllng & Company, Inc., 101 Park
Kpenme. Wew Xorl, DEC Wi s sieia e o nloisis o onvisin o'
Harrisonburg, Va., P. O, & CT, H,—construction, etc,—
Farnell Blmr. Lake Charles, Louisiana. ..........
Crookston, Minnesata, P. O.—extension and remodeling
—Thos, L. Dawsen Company, 2035 Washington Street,
Kansas City, Missourl, ..cecovrsvsonsnssrvsssosens
New York, N. Y., P. O,, Grand Central Annex—reloca-
tion of pncumat!c tube mail transportation machinery,
ete.—The Favyes ‘Hezmng Company, 308 West 20th
Street, New York, N. ¥ el i
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$88,925.00

52,333.00

75,635.00

58,900.00

52,740.00

48,498.00

114,000.00

53,475.00

51,830.00

81,025.00

1.735,000.00

44,640,00

186,000.00

45,496.00

546,600.00

135,677.00

54,800,00

62,613.00

58,339.00

66,340.00

72,622.00

104,401.00

1,214,000.00

61,500.00

416,000.00

53.679.00

48,180,00

88,900.00

286,687.00

61,916,00

58,875.00

(Continued from page 24)

(3) No distortion. Slanting lettering and that type
of thing, which takes the eye of the ordinary

individual, worries an architect.

One architect said, “The main thing is for the
architect to see the word Celotex. If there is a badly
composed, heterogeneous page, he will probably turn
the page before seeing Celotex. If the page is well
composed, he will study it long enough to get Celotex

burned on his mind. If it is so well Lompoqed as

1o

be a thing of beauty he will come back again to look
at it and will think Celotex many times when the

magazine is not in his hands.”

The rating of the pages in order of interest
Government architects would be No. 1, No. 3, No.
No. 4, No. 6, No. 5

Sincerely yours,

Epwin BAaTEMaN MORRIs,

to
2
et |

Editor.
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OCTAGON HOUSE
18th and New Y ork Ave.
Washington, D, C.

Besides obtaining a charming and sentimentally perfect headquarters
for itself, the American Institute of Architects, in acquiring the
Octagon performed a splendid service to the cause of preservation
of historic American buildings. With the life of Strickland’s Phila-
delphia Custom House threatened and Latrobe's Decatur House in
Washington, the preservation of historic structures is becoming a
difficult and sorrowful problem.

The FEDERAL ARCHITECT . JULY, 1939
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NEW YORK CITY BUILDING, WORLD'S FAIR, N. Y. 1939
Axymar Emeury 11, Architect Psaty & Fuuarmax, Inc., Builders.

THE only permanent building in the heart of the fair grounds; a huge rectangle 215" by 422’,
ATLANTIC TERRA COTTA used for the mottled green spandrels under the large windows and

for the lustrous black capitals to the columns; a strikingly successful relief for the rigid gray of
the limestone by the use of colored glazed smooth surfaces.

The penthouse is faced on all elevations with ATLANTIC TERRA COTTA. The ashlar has a
very light gray background with subdued buff spots and superimposed small black spots. The tri-
glyphs and the disks in the metopes are mottled green and the field white with faint yellowish
tinge. The coping is lustrous black. These glazed Abbochrome colors all fired at standard Atlantic
temperature 2400° F.

2’ 0” diameter disks in the stone parapet are brilliantly gold glazed (twice fired).

The ashlar units in the penthouse field are 2’ 5” wide by 2" 10” high. The triglyph and metopes
2’ 6” high and the pieces carrying the green disk 2" 6” wide.

Every piece made with closed back providing excellent structural stability and eliminating
expensive filling.

All flat surfaces face planed in dry state before firing insuring level face.

Each piece machine ground to accurate dimensions on all sides after firing to provide uniform
1,” joints, and wrapped in heavy paper containers for safe delivery.

Great technological progress in the last few years has made ATLANTIC TERRA COTTA the
modern high quality building material.

ATLANTIC TERRA

MAKERS OF AMERICA’S BEST KNOWN TERRA COTTA

101 Park Avenue, New York City Southern Branch: ATLANTA TERRA COTTA 0., East Point, Ga.
Page 30 The FEDERAL ARCHITECT - JULY, 1939




NEW YORK CITY BUILDING, WORLD’S FAIR, N. Y. 1939

Detail of spandrels under large windows, first floor, in lustrous mottled green glaze. The pieces

are 2" 854" wide and 3" 114" high.

THE INTERIOR

The great room in the interior 160" by 370’ is lined on four sides, including the six stairhalls,
with a wainscot five feet high. The field is in units 1" 315" high by 1’ 514" long, closed back (planed
in dry state to insure level face and machine ground after firing to accurate dimensions for uni-

form setting joint of 3/16”) in lustrous Scotch blue glaze.

The diamonds in the pattern cap to this wainscot alternate in oyster white and scarlet vermilion

(twice fired) glazes.

COTTA COMPANY

MAKERS OF AMERICA'S BEST KNOWN TERRA COTTA

101 Park Avenue, New York City Southern Branch: ATLANTA TERRA COTTA CO., East Point, Ga.
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City Hospital
of Akron, Ohio

replaces rustable beaters with

Everdur

Another SIMS Everdur beater installed in this hospital—42"x 144",

2000 g.p.hb. It is used for general hospital service.

capacity

ANAc/'t'\m DA

from ming to consumes

TANK METAL

THE AMERICAN BRASS COMPANY, General Offices: WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT
In Canada: ANACONDA AMERICAN BRASS LTD., New Toronto,Ont. * Subsidiary of Anaconda Copper Mining Company

o

Euerdur storage heater recently installed in the City Hospital of Akron,
Obio. Made by THE SIMS COMPANY, INC., Erie, Pa., dimen-
sions 48" x 144", capacity 3500 g.p.h. It serves the hospital laundry.

OSPITALS need an abundance of hot water

. water without a trace of rust. Besides,

limited operating budgets make it desirable to

have heating equipment that gives complete

freedom from periodic rust repairs. That's why so

many hospitals select storage heaters with shells

of non-rust Everdur Metal. The City Hospital of
Akron, Ohio, is a typical example.

In Commerce, Industry and Homes

All over the country—in schools, department
stores, office buildings, textile mills, laundries
and various institutions— rustable heaters are
being replaced by strong, long-lived heaters made
of Everdur Metal. Here are the facts: Nowadays
more Everdur tanks and heaters are sold in a
week than were built in the entire year 1929.

Everdur— Anaconda’s copper-silicon alloy—
is rustless, exceptionally strong, welds readily and
is moderate in cost. Metals with such a combi-
nation of extraordinary qualities are rare indeed.
For non-rust tanks and heaters of all types, con-
sult the leading equipment manufacturers. Re-

member the name— Everdur Metal. a0g0
Vit the C 7

isit the Copper and | l,;’//,

Brass Industry Exhibit LS 4 /,4

in the Metals Build- . ‘/;

ing at the New York
World's Fair 1939. We
cordially invite you.

EN.Y.W.F,

“EVERDUR" is a trade-mark of The
American Brass Company, registered
in the United States Parent Office.
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Conlon Bakery, Charleston, West Va.
Architect: The MeCormick Company

Note size of unit, 12" by 24", and evenness
of jointing both horizontal and vertical.

Color is a textured buff glaze which will
not fade or discolor, and if washed now
and then with soap and water, will always
be bright and new—a factor of vital im-
portance in a plant such as this. The in-
terior of the bakery is also Terra Cotta.

As Streamlined as Tomorrow’s Car

Simplicity of line and breadth of scale, carried out in
colorful Terra Cotta, characterize this outstanding This ultra modern Plan[
expression of the modern trend.

Modern Terra Cotta is the one building material that 1S t"nlll"l‘].\' faced with

meets the progressive architect’s demand for color, FEDERAL SEABOARD

scale and flatness. Produced in solid slabs up to 24" by

36" in the 2" thickness and larger in the 47, it is ground ARCHITECTURAL TERRA COTTA

on four edges to aceurate dimensions and face planed,
before firing. to eliminate surface waviness.

Stencilled polychrome decorations are produced economically and, as to color, there is no end to pos-
sibilities so long as architects seek ‘““‘something a little bluer,” “a trifle less yellow.

Write our New York office today for specifications and data on this modern Terra Cotta, equally at hOElll‘
in factory, office building or store front. Constant in beauty, economy and durability it keeps pace with
the trend of our times.

FEDERAL SEABOARD TERRA COTTA CORP.

10 EAST 40th STREET ' .! NEW YORK, N. Y.
F ' S ' : g ' c

PERTH AMBOY, N. J. WOODBRIDGE. N. J. SOUTH AMBOY, N. J.
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Aluminum adds a smariness that helps attract
and hold the tenant; imparts by its subdued
richness a feeling of solid permanence. The
money-making ability of an apartment build-
ing is enhanced; Aluminum retains its attrac-
tive newness with but little care.

Free scope in design possibilities are
offered with Aluminum, for it is suited to any
metal-working treatment and can be given
many striking finishes. Aluminum coping is
neat and inexpensive. Aluminum windowsills,
spandrels, grilles and structural work add

greatly to valuation, yet show low annual cost.

Aluminum windows appeal to occupants
and owners alike. Frames and sash are
narrow, giving maximum glass area. They
are remarkably easy to open and close, and
are permanently weather-tight. There's no
warping or swelling, no rusting or rotting;
they never need painting. First cost is low.

Standard Alcoa Aluminum extruded shapes
for architectural uses are available. Aluminum
Company of America, 2147 Gulf Building,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.




