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color and texture of Ceratile. Until you can see the real thing, 
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showing 34 new patterns ready for delivery now-and 

for the name of the Ceratile dealer nearest you. 

Custom patterns, to your order, available as custom 

production schedules permit. Ceratile can be 

frostproofed for exterior use . Please direct 

inquiries to d esk HH-6. 

You can really "let yourself go" w;th Ceratile. 

Beauty is just the beginning! The richness of new tints, 

tones, shades and hues-the new, soft fabric-like texture 

of the surface-the originality of the 34 new patterns-all 

make Ceratile a new experience for kitchens, baths, 

patios, foyers and numerous other areas of the home. 

As for utility, Ceratile is a natural. It's real clay t1/e­

the materia l that has no peer in day-in, 

day-out service to homes. 

It's wonderful 

what you can do 

with 
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e The Cambridge Tile Mfg. Co. 
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San Francisco 10, California 
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Protect above-grade masonry walls 

witli -a water repellent _ina-ae-

with Dow Corning Silicones 

water repellents 
Dow · Corning Silicones: 

Here's why. Dow Corning Silicones are inherently 

water repellent and durable, with a natural affinity 

for brick, stone, conc;ete and mortar. 

Among the most obvious properties of silicones 

obHrved by the earliest researchers 

are a very high degree of water re pell ency, 

and an order of durability previously found 

only in such inorganic materials as ceramics, 

glass, quartz and stone. It became practical 

to apply the.se properties ·to the treatment 

of mason.ry walls only after Dow Corning 

m,ade silicones available in -large commercial 

quantities at a price low enough to recommend 

their use o.n..h.omes as well as publ!c 

and industrial buildings. 

The$e ·and many other homes and public buildings 
are treated with masonry water repellents made 
with Dow Corning Silicones to preserve their original 
beauty and to reduce maintenance costs. 

• are effective for years; 
completely invisible and nonplu!f ging; 
stain resistant and easy to apply. 

• inhibit spoiling, cracking and efflorescence 

• help to maintain original color and texture. 

Such. silicone-base wafe repellents are readily available from 

formulators and their distributors in all parts .of the country. Write for more 

information and list of suppliers. 

Midland, Michigan • Atlanta • Chicago • Cleveland • Dallas • New York 
Los Angeles-. Washington, D.C . • In Canada: Fiberglas Canada Ltd., Toronto 

· in England: Midland Silicones Ltd .. London 



FHA, GI interest hike falls flat 
as money pinch ups all rates 
The money market turned out to be tighter than the expe rts expected-including 

even the Treasury's monetary planners. And so last month 's rate increase 

for FHA and VA mortgages (to 4V2 % ) fell a long way short of becoming the 
cure-all for the pinch on building funds that it was cracked up to be. 

Best index of the pinch on money: even the government's new 314 % long­

term bonds, which Treasury officials thought were priced to sell at par, dipped 

to 18/32% below. That drove net yields up to 3.268%. Ordinarily investors 

expect government-insured mortgages to yield from 11;:{ to IJ/2% more than 
government long-term bonds. So again the spread was too thin. 

While government honcls wavered rough ­
ly between 99% and 993/t., many a lender 
decided to sit on his hands un ti l he could 
figur e out where that basic rate wou ld 
settle. Fanny May elec ted to do the same. 
T he chaos was complicated by the con­
tinuing nood of tax-exempt issues (in ­
cluding public housing bonds ). With New 
York state bonds, general ly considered 
pr ime in the tax-exern pt fie ld, yield in g 
around 2:y1 % and many other good issues 
vif' lcling 3% or better , tax-exempts were 
creating serious competition for the Treas­
ury. and th erefore for the entire money 
market. What FHAs and VAs were moving 
commanded from 99 to par from insurance 
companiP~ . but only abou t 98-99 from many 
a savings bank. 

Result: no change. At mid-month, FHA 
Commissioner Guy Hollyday to ld House & 
HOME the interest rate boost had mad e 
"practically no ,difference" in the dormant 

mortgage market because "everybody's 
waiting to see what will happen. " Forecast 
Financial Vice President Henry H. Edmis­
ton of Kansas City Life Insurance Co.: " If 
the Federal Reserve continues on the side­
lines and lets interest rates seek thei r own 
level in a free market, the prospective large 
volume of new issues of long-term securi­
ties points toward still higher yields ." 
Edmiston call ed it "extremely doubtful" 
that 41/'.! % FHA and VA rates "will now 
be sufficient to make th em appealing to 
investors" except at a discount. He sug­
gested a 5% maximum rate for FHA and 
VA loans, with the market setting a lower 
rate on some "individual cases." 

Savings & loan cheers. Across the na­
tion , the VA and FHA rate increase pro­
duced most optimism from savings and 
loan men. President Charles L. Clements 
of the US Savings & Loan League forecast 

savings and loans and cooperative banks 
would invest $1 billion in VA loans dur­

ing the rest of the year (compared to 
$466 million in the last eight months of 
1952). But Clifford P. Allen III, new presi-
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dent of the rival National Savings & Loan 
League (see below) predicted "even wit h 
the new rate [FHA and VA loan volume J 
probably will not be more than half again 
as much as it was in 1952." Other sa1·i ngs 
and loan reactions varied: 

~Pau l ·Westerfield, president of C inc innat i's H onH· 
Fede ra l S&L: "Th e 4. ·~ % aln 1ost turned out to be 
too li t1l e, too late . Had it come a year ago , 11. 
wou ld have had a very /:".Cnerous and substant ia.l 
ITCCp lion." 

~J u l i a n R. F leischmann, president of New York's 
N in t l1 Fed era l S&:L: "T he rate raise is certainly 
~oi n g to b ring a lot of mon ey out of the icebox . 
ft 111 i.l!ht eYe n recl ucc the money ava il able for 
('(1 11,·cnt ionnl loans.·' 

~Cl1a rl es We ll man. executive ,·ice pres ident of 
Glendale (Calif.) Fede ral S&L : "T here is i".Oini". to 
be a r evival of FHA and GI program s, but th ey 
will never be as popular as they were." 

Their commen ts again pointed up the gPo­
graph ical facts of the money market: ev1· 1! 
at 41/~%, mortgage money was rema in i11f' 
scarce at par in the money-shy South and 
West, was relatively plentiful in the usua l 
s pots. 

Despite the unsettl ed market, Presiden t 
Brown Whatley of the Mortgage Bankers 
Assn. for ecast early in the month that "GI's 

shou ld no longer have to go begging for 
home loans." He had one reservation: 
'"That the VA wi ll p lace no new obstacles 
in the way of a smooth ly coord inated pro­

gram such as new regulations or restric­
tions on fees and discounts." 

Discount crackdown. His words were 
only a week old when the VA did just 
what he feared_ imposed new rules to 
"sharply res trict" discounts. Effective l\tfay 
18, builders were required to cer tify that 
they had paid no more than 5% on con­
struction advances actually made, nor more 
than 2lf2% for inspection and supervision . 
VA said the crackdown was intended to 
prevent builders from incurring discount 
costs which they might pass on to veteran­
buyers. Many a mortgage man, however. 
felt that VA was up to its old trick of 
trying to r epeal the law of supply and 
demand- this time by a ukase which seem-

NEWS 

THE HOME LOAN BANK BOARD, whose th r ee 

m embers made one of the i r infreque nt j o in t 

appea r ances at the Nat iona l Sav in gs & L oan 

co n ve nt ion last mont h , w ill come un der co ntrol 

of Ei se nh ower appo i ntees at t h e end of th i s 

mo nt h . On Ju ne 30 , t he t erm of D emocra t 

Ken n eth G . Heis ler (r) exp i res. Repub li can J. 

A lston Adams ( I ) has res ig ned to become presi­

dent of the San Fra ncisco H ome Loa n B a n k. 

Chai r man Wil l iam K . D ivers , a Democrat , is 

expected to remain as minor ity 111e111iJer 1 bu t 

not as chairman . 

eel to conlracl icl tlie Eisenhower pol icy of 
encouraging a r eturn to a free economy. 

Pinch 'til Christmas? Barring a surpris­
ing drop in the demand for money, some 
rconornists at month's encl were preclicLi1 1g 
the morlgasc market wou ld !"l'main Light 
the r es t of the year. It would case up 
sooner if the Treasury reverses it:s hard 
mon ey policy. But des pite its decisio n to 
refinance $5 .7 billion of exp iring securit ies 
in June with s ho ; ·l·l c n~1 (12 n°011lh 2%s) 
rrf1mrlin g. the T1Tn:'l1ri 11 a,; ,; till cP111rniLLed 
lo denat iona ry brakes. 

Head of 3 savings and loans 
elected national league chief 

Managing three bui lding and loan associa­
tions with assets of $4.5 mil lion is a b ig 
job-even for a man as b ig (6' 3", 187 
lbs.) as Clifford P. Al Jen III. It leaves no 
Lime for such amenities as lunch. 

So Allen begins each day wi th a hearty 
breakfast (like ham and eggs). From 
8 :30 to 11 he is at his office in the $16 

mill ion Un ity Bu ild­
ing & Loan Assn., 
where he is secretary 
and manager. From 
11: 15 lo 1: 15 he oc­
cu pie~ an ofTice at the 
$9 mi llion Penn Treaty 
Buildi ng Assn., as vice 
pres ident and man­
ager. From 1 :30 to 

ALLEN 5 :?iO he works in his 

most important ofTice at the $19 m ill ion 
Home B&L Assn., where he is p1·esident 
and manager. 

If All en is spread thin , a ll three ed. his 

associations have grown tremendously un-
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NEW OFFICERS elected at the National S&L 

Leag ue ' s tenth an nual convention (except for 

hospitalized President Clifford P. A llen , 3d) 

were Secretary George W . Greenwood , Topeka ; 

First Vice President Alfred G. Peterson , Hart­

ford, Conn .; Second Vice President A ll en H . 

Generes, New Orle a ns. League membership 

reached 718, members' assets more than $5 

billion. 

der his direction . Home had only $400,-

000 in assets in 1936 ; Unity had $350,-

000 then and Penn Treaty has come up 
from $210,000 in 1932. M uch of the 

growth, he thinks, is due to persistent 

advertising. 

Last month A ll en took on still another 

job, the presidency of the National S&L 
Assn. He was delayed getting into stride. 

The third day of the May 10-15 conven­

tion in St. Louis, after he had issued a 
statement predictin g a $4 billion (20 7o ) 
g rowth in savings and loan business thi s 

year, he was hospita lized (lobar pneu­

monia) until month's end. 

Most of the convention was devoted to 

discussions of management problems, but 
through resolutions it also: 

~Rejected proposals to prohibit dividend rate ad­
vertisin g in distant loca tions .. "The remedy may 
be worse than th e disease," it declared ... "no 
amount of regimentation or discussion or recrim· 
ination" can solve problems of thi s nature. 

~Urged members to maintain "a degree of liquid ­
ity in keepin g with the best recommendations of 
our supervisory authorities, both state and fed­
eral." By this resolution it approved views of 
Everett C. Sberbourne, of Elizabeth, N. 1., who 
praised associations that " recognize an obligation 
lo pay withdrawals at all times except in a period 
of general economic disorder," criticized th e type 
that "apparently does not recognize such an 
obliga tion , either implied or direct, and wishes tu 
have the right to defer withdrawals when it alone 
is in distress." 

~Proposed separation of public welfare and pri va te 
enterprise housing programs when HHF A is 
reorganized ; more underwritin~ and as::-umption 
of risk by private enterprise and less government 
liability "both direct and indirect" in housing. 

150 -+--l--+--l--+-.J--+-.J--1--l--l-__:f-

F M A M J N D 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics 

HOUSING STARTS in Apri l tota led 110,000, a 

rate of 1,174,000 a year on a seasona ll y adjusted 

basis. For the year's first four months private 

starts were 334,900 , public starts 21 ,200, 

EISENHOWER REVEALS A LITTLE MORE OF HIS HOUSING VIEWS 
In messages to two building groups, President Eisenhower last month enunciated his 
views on housing policies more clearly than at any time since he took o[fice. His words, 
although couched in general terms, reinforced the widely held belief that the Chief 
Executive is cool toward the idea of public housing, looks to private ent erprise to solve 
the still-unsolved problem of producing really low rent housing in a high-priced 
economy. 

Writing to the National Ho using Conference, public hou sing's chief lobbying 
organization (see p. 148 ), the President pointedly avoided endorsin g hi s own admin­
istration's request for 35,000 public housing units next fiscal year. In fact, he did not 
even mention public housing. He wrote : 

"Americans of all parties have now accepted as a moral obliga ti on the impor­
tant task of improving our housing standards and of providing decent housing for 
those now compelled to live in slums. It is to the work of citi zens· groups, so 
often undertaken on a voluntary basis, that we rightfully look for con stru ctive 
and long term solutions to problems such as these." 

To the National Savings & Loan League, Eisenhower wrote: 

"One example of the challenging opportunities before us is th e need for housing 
lower income families. This administration desires to encoura ge the buildin g of 
good hou sing for all our famili es, and believes that this can be accomplished 
largely through the efforts of private enterpri se with a minimum of federal expen­
diture. It is our hope that savings and loan association s will assist in the produc­
tion of the needed housing for the lower income famili es, as well as those in the 
middle and higher income levels, by cooperatin g in the necessary planning and by 
providing proper finan cing." 

HHFA to press for lower down payments 
on $12,000 homes, ask 23 other law changes 
The new administration's first 24 legisla­

tive proposals on housin g were approved 

sec retly last month by HHF A and sent to 

the Budget Bureau for review before sub­

mission to Congress . They comprised what 
HHF Admini strator Cole call ed his "short­

ran ge, noncontroversial legislati ve plan ." 

Ex-Representative Cole kn ew perfec tly well 

he could not get controversial housing leg­
islation passed so late in the year. 

Fed unhappy at changes. To builders, 

the bes t news was that the HHF A package 

included. lowerin g FHA down payments in 

higher price brackets. NAHB has lon g 

complained that FHA clown payment 

schedul es, gear ed to prewar costs, are 

ridi culous in th e face of subseq uent in ­

flation . NAHB wanted 10% down pay­

ments hiked from $9,000 to $12,000, with 

20 % down paym ents on homes priced up 
to $25,000. HHF A kept its proposed step­

ladder under wraps, but W ashington 
building exper ts doubted it went as far as 

builders wanted. The F ederal Reserve was 

unhappy over the idea of easing credit, 
even more unhappy over NAHB's sugges­

tion of extending maximum FHA payoffs. 

HHF A was also expected to ask that the 

maximum FHA mortgage be upped from 

$16,000 to $20,000-a move supported b y 

FHA Commissioner Guy Holl yday. The 
loan limit under Title I , Sec. 8 would be 

hiked from its $4,750 ceiling, probably to 

around $6,000. As usual , FHA would need 

legislation raising the total mortgage in­

surance it can write . Title II, for instance, 

was already crowding its $11.5 billion ceil­
ing. With commitments runnin g close to 

$200 million a month, FHA had th e usual 

worries that it mi ght have to slow down 

processing unless Congress acts soon. This 

year, the plan was to ask Congress to raise 

the ceiling for all FHA insurance (now 

$20.6 billion) by another $ 11/~ billion, let 

all programs draw against it. FHA thought 
this would tide Title II over until 1954. 

Both Titles VIII and IX will expire Jun e 

30 and HHFA was understood to favor ex­

tendin g them. The military was partict~­

larly anxious to keep the Wherry Act. 

There was less enthusiasm (especially in 

Congress ) for Titl e IX defense housing. 

but it would probably be continued without 
more insurance authority . 

Controversies omitted. '.Excluded from 

the legislative bundle this year (as too 

controversial) would be housing r eor gani­

zation plans, and such sch emes under study 
by HHF A and FHA as the open end 

mortgage and a better financing vehicle for 

urban rehabilitation and r edevelopm ent. 

(NAHB last month proposed a new FHA 

Title X to h elp finance multiunit urban 

housing r enovations and thus h elp fight 

slums. FHA, howeve r, was consi derin g 

changes in Sec. 207 to do the same job .) 

HOUSE&. HOME 



NEWS 
RELOCATABLE HOUSING gets its biggest test as first families 

move into glued stressed-skin houses at Georgia Army post 

HHF A's two-year effort to put the amenities 
of permanent housing on a portable basis 
bore its first big return last month. On 
a pine-cl ustered sand Aat at Camp Stewart, 
Ga., 41 miles southwest of Savannah, 
soldier families began moving into the first 
project of "relocatable houses" ever built. 

With Camp Stewart's 258 flat-topped, 
H-shaped units, demountable housing had 
progressed many a mile since the first 
experimen ts by TV A in 1940. Wartime 
dernountables were temporary shelter, 
sacrificing livability to low cost. "Re­
locatable houses," designed for today's 
defense areas where nobody can foretell 
how long they will be needed, meet HHF A 
standards for permanent housing. Yet 
they can be assembled with littl e on-site 
labor and, if necessary, later be taken 
partly apart and moved to another site with 
almost no damage to the house and with 
less labor and expense than anybody has 
managed before. 

Stressed-skin monocoque. HHF A ex­
perts said the Georgia houses, built by 
Pressed Steel Car Co., were the first to 
make such complete use in housing of the 
stressed-skin principle of airplane body 
design. Pressed Steel developed the unit 
out of its experience with a stressed-skin 
plywood freight car. The house has no 
nailed studs or joists. Instead, plywood 
panels are glued together by hand and 
electronic presses into a monocoque shell. 
Corners are curved nine-ply shapes. The 
result : units so strong that workmen at 
Camp Stewart found if they jacked up one 
end, the other end automatically rose, too . 
Shipped in three units that fit standard rail 
and highway clearance, the house is swung 
onto s teel plate foundations by a cran e, 
bolted clown with 72 bolts and bolted to­
ge ther wi th 12 more. 

W ith 18" eaves and a trellis, plus a coat 
of exter ior stippled paint, the freight-car 
look vanishes. A big window makes the 
11'.:)'' living room seem wider than it is. 

Only $10 a sq. ft. Despite the expense 
of a 1,000 mile rail shipment from the 
Chi ca go factory to Georgia, the houses 
cost th e US an average of $9,108 each, 
including site work. There were 65 three­
bedroom units (907 sq. ft.) and 193 two­
bedroom units (713 sq. ft.). 

Ano ther relocatable test project of 100 
prefab homes was underway in Nevada, 
and three more projects were planned. 
They might be underway by now. but for 
the slow pace of PHA staffers who have 
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PLYWOOD PANELS are honeycombed with 1 x 2" 

cross pieces (except floors, where 2 x 4" joists 

are laid conventionally) and stuffed with glass 

fiber insulation in Chicago factory. 

Art Shay 

ELECTRONIC PRESSES set phenolic glue under 

pres sure and heat generated by 60 kw cur r ent. 

Principal designer of the house, Electrical Engi­

neer George W. Stanley, is at controls. 

Art Shay 

ASSEMBLY LINE 1/3 mile long is between lines 

build in g trailers and modifying tanks. CIO­

UAW labor averts costly AFL craft division of 

work. Plant man-hours per house: 500. 

Art Shay 

UTILITY CORE, one of three un its that make up 

the house , carries all plumbing and appl iances. 

Ductwork for b lower furnace extends in to all 

sections. Roof is designed for 30 lb . snow load. 

Art Shay 

LIVING-ROOM UNIT (17' x 11'-3") is swung 

by overhead crane onto flat car ready for 1,000 

mile shipment to Georgia. Architects McGauhan 

&. Johnson dressed up original design for the test 

pro j ect, considerably enhancing appearance. 

AT SITE, crane swings section (with windows 

st ill covered for shipment) onto found ations of 

steel p late atop steel pipe set in concrete. Only 

13 piers are needed for three-bedroom hol!se. 

FIRST HOUSE com­

pleted was found at­

t r active by Army 

wives. Ingenious site 

p lan by Eugene R . 

Martini got five units 

per acre at site cost 

of on ly $845 per 

ho use by running 

uti li ties through mid­

l ot for shorter con­

nections. 
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NOW ••• 
CHRYSLER AIRTEMP 
AIR CONDITIONING-

WHERE YOU WANT IT-Utility room, basement, crawl space, 
attic, at no sacrifice of floor space. 

WITH AIR OR WATER COOLED COMPRESSORS-Warranted 
5 years at no increased cost. 

The sketches at left show four ways you can install Chrysler 
Airtemp Year 'Round Air Conditioning without using living 
area floor space. 

The Chrysler Airtemp air cooled compressors are not only 
compact and flexible to apply ... but they cost less to install 
and in many areas cost less to operate. 

But that's not all! Only Chrysler Airtemp gives you all these 
important advantages: 

• The Chrysler Airtemp name is known .. . through consistent 
national advertising. 

• 15 years of residential installation experience! Chrysler Air­
temp offers a time-tested package. 

• Chrysler Airtemp stands behind its products! An authorized 
dealer network eliminates your service callbacks! 

• The Chrysler Airtemp 5-year compressor warranty at no in­
creased cost creates customer confidence. 

Get the complete story on the complete line of Air Conditioning 
for homes-Chrysler A irtemp. 

"Zw• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

OltrfSler Airte8!fJ 
HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 

for HOMES, BUSINESS, INDUSTRY 

'"~t\~\lll o~·iJC/'IJHo 0, •o+. 
~ Guaranteed by <:.­
~,ood Housekeeping 

"
0

' As .40VCRtlSl0 ,~ti.\.\¥-

Airtemp Division, Chrysler Corporation, Dayton 1, Ohio 

,-------------- --------- - - ------ -1 
I A irtemp Division, Chrysler Corporation H & H -G-5'.l I 
I P. 0 . Box 1037, Dayton 1, Ohio I I Ple ase send fu ll detai ls about the Chrysler Airtemp Comfort Zone. I 
I Name I 
I I 
I Address Phone J 

! Ci ty Zone Slate ! 
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hampered th e relocatable prog ram from 

th e s tart. A nd th e Burea u of the Bud ge t 

las t mon th recap tured $ 17 ~~ m il lion ea r­

marked for later co nstru cti on of re lo­

ca ta bl e homes by HHL-A. So the go 1·ern­

m ent market fo r Pressed S tee l's p ion ee rin g 

ho use looked dim. 

Compan y exec ul i ves say th e house \\'O u Id 

m ee t FHA s tand a rds with minor change~ , 

think quanti ty producti o n \\'Ou ld cut co~ t ~ 

eno ugh to compe te in th e loll'- cost ci1·i I ian 

hou sin g market. But th e un iqu e structure 

m ig ht run afo u l of archa ic bui ld ing rodes 

and AFL labo r res trictions in so me c iti es . 

So far, th e company had not dec ided 

ll'hether to co ntinue production or not. 

Another promisi ng house ahead of its tim e 

hun g in the ba lance. 

FHA opens new office in Texas, 
names four new field chiefs 
Four new appointees 11·ere named to lop 

FHA fi e ld jobs last mo11lh , do ub lin g th e 

number of new faces in ~u ch spots s i11 cr 

th e E ise nh owe r admini ~ tration too k oflic r . 

Clyde R. Black , of Logansport, Ind ., 

former s ta le m olar 1·ehicl e cl i rec tor. ~uc ­

ceecl ed George A. Bremer as Reg ion II I 

director in charge of 10 miclwes t s la lcs 

that account for 22 7< of FHA 1·o lu 1m· . 

Healt01- Charl es M. Dall'so n, former (19 11-
<14 J Ind iana li e utenant go l'e rnor, succeed ed 

F. S hirl ey \'Vi lcox, res igned , as lndia11a 

s tate director. Realtor Car l A. W iega nd of 

Birmingham was ap pointNl Alabama .sta le 

direc to r. succeedin g Ac t ing Dirl'clor \'\ ' il­

li a m H. Hi cks. Rra l to r Keith l\1cCansc o [ 

Houston became FHA chi d of Ho us ton. 

In creas in g bus ines:; led l: J-[A to ele1 ale 

Lubbock, Tex. from a se n ·icin g to a rull ­

nedged district in suring office. Another 

new district office was lo be opened sou n 

on Lo ng I sland to re lieve New Yo1-k o f 

s in gle-fa m i lv hom e 1o lum e. 

121 -t-~i---+~+--t-~+---i~-i-~!---1-~-l--l-
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MATERIALS PRICES rose 0.6 points from rnid­

M a rch to mid·Apri l on B L S index , m ost l y 

because of incre ases for cement and m aso ns ' 

supp l ies . Lumber and wood products rose 0.2 

points , but since m id-Apri l n orth west pro­

ducers have cut pr i ces 011 some constructi o n 

grades $2 to $4, whi le others are working a 

fo u r-day week to cut big in ve ntorie s from high 

production during a n exce p tion a l ly open w i nter. 

At 119.8, the B L S index was 1.6 po i nts above 

its 1952 average of 118.2 and hig h er t h a n any 

month s ince J u ne , 1951 (120.0). But i t was st i l l 

be low the Apri l . 1951 , post - Korea peak of 120.9. 

Since last D ec ember, i t had climb ed 1.5 points. 
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NEWS 
NAREB urges conservation commissions with 
tax powers, federal tax aid to fight slums 
For m ore than a year , NAREB ha d been 

s tudying ways and m ea ns of putting Lh e 

fight agai ns t city s lum s on a pay-as-yo u-go. 

p ri 1·ate enterpri se has is. Las t mon Lh , 

I\ <\REB's d irec tors approved th e resu lt in g 

pl a ns " in princip le." Pres ident Charl es B. 

Shattuck ha iled th e formula as " th e mo;;t 

importa nt and construcl i1·e action e1·e r 

taken by o ur board of direc tors ." Sa id he : 

"Thi s plan takes into acco unt every thin g 

that has been learned, a nd c1·er y mi s take 

that h as bee n made, in preYious atlernpls 

to m eet the gri evo us prob lems of slums, 

bli ght a nd de terioration in our c it ies." 

Th e r ra lt o rs' blueprint went beyo nd me re 

enforcement of housi ng ordinances a · a 

too l for rehabi litation- a lthou gh thi s. sa id 

Sha ttuck , " is now work ing on th e bi ~ges t 

sca le that we ha 1·e see n ." NAREB cal led 

for creation o f com munit y co n5errn li on 

co mmi ssions with broa d po wers to coord i­

nate loca l law enforcrme nt in selected areas 

where b light must be either wiped o ut o r 

pt-c1·en ted. Spec ificall y, th e r eal tors \l'Ould 

empowe r conserva tion commissions lo: 

~Proh ibit occ upa ncy of build inp:s which cln 1111t 
lll eet 111inin1 nrn sta ndard s of occupancy or 
maint enan ce. 

~A cquire (by con demn ati on if necessar y) a ncl 
raze bui ldin gs ton hlight<·rl to he rehabilitabl.-.. 
(R 11t N,\R ED wnn lrl hav" tl11 · land remain in the 
nwner' s pos.'''" ion. l-1 ,. \\ r11ild h<" f1·ee to rPd e,·..111p 
it or se ll it for an y p11rpo!--C t·on~i:-;IPnt with neigh­
bo rhood co n" ' rrntin n pla11 E.) 

~Acquire (by condemn at ion if neceEsa ry) hol h 
l111 ildi11 :;!S and land 1wed~d fo1· pri,at e fa1· ili t it ·> 
lik e park i11 g ]nt > 11hen ner-eo" " 'Y to carry 011t 
consen·ation plans. Cornrni ss ion <o wo uld lie re­
q ui red to , ,. JJ ' " ch p ropnly within a year by 
co mpetiti ve bids. 

~ L(·vr a sma ll ta x on all property within a c it y 
to pro,·iJe a revo h·in:;! fund to adn1i11i otrr th e con ­
scrrn tion pro:;!ram. Part o f th•· fu11d wo 1dd lw 
carrnarkr·rl for advance> to propt·rty nwncrs 1'110 

ca nnot find pri\atP finan <"i ng fo r n ·pair!'- on lr·rc< l 
by the co n1111i:-: :-; i o n. Adn111f·1 .. ~ ,.,n1dtl IH·< ·n 111 c n 

spec ial asS<' ssme nt lien on tit" prnpf· r ty. 

~ Leq' spt·c ial a"'es> n11' nl s on Pi!C' h pare" ] of 
property wit h in a ne ig-hhor ltond co 11 s•··n al i11n a rt ·a 
( af trr a maj ority ,,f vo ters in thP area approve) , 
to finan ce purchase o f la 11d a nd l111i lding, to l'<! IT ) . 

out co 11 s<Tva t ion p lan s. Pr111w rt\· "" 11ns. I\ ·\ ll l~ H 
s 11 g-µ:e:oted, , Ji o11 ld ha ve 11 p to 10 yea 1·s lo pa y th e 
as~e . ..; ::: nu·11t in y1··a rl y in s tal\1111·11ts. A:-::--:t·:o; s 111 t..: 11t~ 

wo ul d p:o to a ~ Jl t'C ia l l1n 11d li1 .. n, and th e com tni s­
s ion wo 11ld mark<'t th r IJ011ds. 

Tax aids asked. T he s tr ikin g as pect of 

the pl an , noted Chairma n f'r it z Du rn s o r 

\TATlF.B ' co un cil o n co n ~<' n · a tion a ncl IT ­

ha bi li ta lion , was th a t ' ·1h is is a rca l to rs' 

g roup p ropos in g lel!' i"l a ti o 11 11 hi ch is go ing 

lo tax real e5 lal e .'" Burns liacl this exp la 11 a­

li o 11 : "I t's on ly a m ino r it v who refuse lo 

keep p ro pe rly in repa i r, ll'ho want to mi lk 

it . To most rcalto rs. Lh e rs5e nce of p r rsua cl­

i11 g them Lo in1-cst in prop<'rlv m a i11l e 11 a 11 cL' 

is assuran ce o f uniform sta nd a rd s o f main­

tena11ce--eilhe r vo luntari lv or backed hy 

law enforcem ent. " NAREB's p lan would 

provide th e big s ti ck to deal with recalci­

trants . 

NARE:D a lso call ed on the fe dera l govern ­

ment fo r a ntib li ght a id in Four ll'ays : 

1. Prov ide " maximum marketab il ity a t 

th e lowe' t po,s ibl e inte re~ L " for asse,,men t 

bond s hy insurin g llwm. 

2. E ncoura ge vo lunta ry s lum rehahili ­

tal io 11 hy a m endin g inco me tax laws lo let 

th e r es idua l value o f bui ld ings razt·cl hy 

co nse rva ti on commi ssions be dedu ctible in 

o ne Lo five yea rs, at the t axpayer' ~ option . 

3. F nco ura ge new in ves tme nt in con­

se rva tion areas b y pe rm ittin g a fiv e-yea r 

tax w rite off of th e total cos t- th e sam e as 

for d efense facilities. 

4. Amend f'HA and/or VA mortgage 

in surance laws to m eet the spec ial needs o f 

co nse rvati on areas. 

Public houser opposition? Tn an industry 

noted for controve rsy , NAREB's proposals 

seemed likely to s tir up their sha re. Al­

though the realtors' idras for gove rnm en t 

aid involved no di rect doll ar subsidy and 

m ight well cost th e governm ent littl e or 

nothin g in the long run , it was a good bet 

that public h ousc rs wou ld try lo smea r 

th em as a " steal. " B uild ers an d r calt ors 

ha ve both touted r enova tion of sl um s as 

a substitute for pub li c h ousin g. NAREB's 

b lue print made th a t a pproach c lra re r th a n 

t·ver. P ubli c housers, on the othrr hand , 

contend the job of wiping out slums ca n 

onlv be clon e with both publi c h ous ing ancl 

rr hah ilit al ion . lt was on th is ba. is th a t 

PASADENA CLEANUP, d ub bed " Operat ion Jun k ­

ya rd, " has been one of tl1e nati o n 's mo st 

successfu l rehabi l ita ti on efforts . Without a 

cent of feder a l a id , the city in two years h a s 

eliminated 1,260 dil apidated buildings , forced 

owners to restore another 1 ,608. Honoring the 

ac hievement, President K. S. Senness of L os 

Ange l es' Horne Builders Institute (2d from I ) 

g ave P asa dena M ayo 1· A l son E . Ebernethy a 

p laqu e. Vice P1·esi dent Geo rge Byrnes of P asa ­

dena's chamber of commerce ( I) and ex-NA HB 

Pres id en t A lan Brockba nk (r) wa tched . 

41 



42 

\ 

'' 
I 

I ' 11 
·1 ,Ii 

' I" 
' I 

SOLID CORE DOORS 

/ 

L 

SHUT OUT NOISE 
Another Reason for Architects' Preference 

Sound resistance that smothers noise is built 
in lo Roddiscrail slandard solid core conslru cli on. 
The standard 1:1!" door develops an average 
sound transmission loss of 30.9 decibels - on ly 
slightly less than costly specially constructed 
sound-resistant doors. 

Specify Roddiscraft Solid Core Doors for 
business buildin gs, hotel s, schools, hospitals, 
multiple-dwell ing un its. Lel Lh em help you solve 

ltobbi~craft 
RODDIS PLYWOOD CORPORATION 

Marshfield, Wisconsin 

the problem of noise control. 

Roddiscraft sol id core doors are phenolic 
resin (waterproof) bonded_ They wi ll wilhsland 
Lhe punishment 0£ a regular fire test for over 
40 minules. The rugged iive-ply assembly resists 
distorlion - absorbs abuse - yet retains all the 
natural beauty 0£ periecLly malched veneers. 

Rodd isc rait - Lhe choi ce o[ architects for 
over 60 yea rs. 

NATION w I DE filobllisrraft WAREHOUSE SERVICE 

Cambridge 39, Mass. • Charlotte 6 , N. C. • Chicago 32, 111. 
Cincinnati 4, Ohio • Cleveland 4 , Ohio • Dallas 10, Texas 
Detroit 14, Mich. • Houston 10, Texas • Kansas City 3, Kan. 
Los Angeles 58, Calif. • Louisville 10, Ky. • Marshfield, Wis. 
Miami 38, Fla. • Milwaukee 8, Wis . • New Hyde Park, L. I., 
N. Y. • New York 55, N. Y. • Port Newark 5, N. J. • Philadel­
phia 34, Pa. • St. Louis 16, Mo. • San Antonio 6, Texas 

San Francisco 24, Calif. • San Leandro, Calif. 
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they were beginning to give rehabilitation 
wary encouragement. 

Federal aid urged. The National Hous­
ing Conference, at its annual meeting in 
Washington, called upon the government 
for a " major new program to encourage 
and assist communities in the development 
of programs of neighborhood conservation 
and rehabilitation" including "federal tech­
nical assistance to local housing, planning 
conservation and redevelopment agencies, 
insurance of home repair and moderniza­
tion loans on special terms and loans to 
local agencies operating under state law." 

Although a federal handout was pre­
cisely what private industry did not want 
injected into urban rehabilitation, support 
of the idea by public housers could avert 
time-consuming wrangles as more and more 
cities across the nation tackled the long 
neglected slum cleanup job. 

Conservation commission. Amo11g Llie 
nation's big cities, Chicago continued Lu 
make one of the most promising attacks 
on its slum problem. Last month, the city 
council set up a Commission on Neighbor­
hood Conservation, the first of its kind in 
the nation and a model for part of 
NAREB's still broad er plan. Its assign· 
ment : to supervise Chicago's effort to keep 
once-fine residential areas from slipping 
into slums. Outlining its program, the com­
mission said: "New slums are developing 
faster than we can clear and rebuild the old 
ones. We simply cannot afford to wait until 
older areas reach the slum state." 

For ideas on how to tackle its job, 
the commission needed to look no farther 
than its own back yard . The South East 
Chicago Commission, a private civic or­
ganization of Chicago university officials, 
busi nessmen and neighborhood leaders, was 
achieving remarkable initial success against 
deterioration i11 the Kenwood, Hyde Park 
and Woodlawn districts. Adopting a prac­
tical approach, the commission hired a 
pri va te housing detective : Otto Novotny, 
a retired fire battalion chief who had lived 
in Lh e South Side 30 years, watched and 
worried over its skid. His job: to fcrrt'L 
011t sneak conversions, building, hr<' and 
safe ly violations, follow through with cily 
authori ties for prosecutions. 

New York failure. New York .s ti ll fum ­
bled its slum problem, despite the ominous 
warning of a Brooklyn grand jury: " If no 
adequa te steps are taken to stop housing 
deterioration and decay, taxes from real 
properly will become less and less until our 
city becomes a financial ghost town." 

NAHB's Yates Cook put it even more 
bluntly: New York's slum problem is being 
"grossly mishandled" by city and state 
officials. Said he: "Many bilghted areas 
of New York can be salvaged a t the ex· 
pense of slum landlords whose neglect and 
indifference are largely responsible for 
today's slum crisis. But planners (like City 
Construction Coordinator Robert Moses) 
want to tear down .s tructurally sound aparl­
ment buildings, rebuild from the gro und 
up and pass the bill on to the taxpayers. 

They are trying to bail out the slum land­
lords at the expense of the already over­
burdened New York taxpayer." 

At mid-month, Architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright contributed his views to the debate. 
Said he: "Decentralization is coming in. 
The city is going to the country. You'll 
see more greenery in 25 years. Grass will 
grow where least expected now and flowers 
will bloom in the concrete. The city is a 
han gover from feudal times. Once it was 
11ecessa ry, but it reached and passed its 
peak and now you will see it disappearing." 

PEOPLE :Mani low is named 

Park Forest president 

In 1940, Builder Nathan Manilow was 
slone broke. Since then he and his associ­
ates have built close to $180 million worth 
of homes in and around Chicago, making 
him Lh e city's biggest builder and one of the 
larges t in the na tion. His biggest project 
has been the $125 million Park Forest, 27 
miles south of Chicago. It began in 1946, 
now has 21,000 residen ts and is still abuild­
i ng. But although Manilow had the biggest 
inveslmen t in American Community 
Builders, the corpora tion building Park 
Forest (he assembled the 2,500 acres on 
which it stands), for seven years Manilow 
had remained in the background as vice 
president and treasurer. Dominating per­
sonality at ACE was President Philip M. 

(continued on p. 46) 

Photos: Rob ert C. Lautman 

An eminent awards iury calls Washington's architecture 'ineffectual,' criticizes winners 
"It is difficult to comprehend how a thriv i ng, 

progress ive commun ity , such as Wash ington, 

expresses itse l f so ineffectua ll y in its physical 

embodiment." So wrote a jury of ce lebrated 

architects, O'Neil Ford , Philip Will and 'Edward 

D. Stone, after judging the 152 entries in the 

Washington Board of Trade's biennial architec· 

tural awards competition last month. Only 12 

rated merit certificates and only three escaped 

adverse comment. One was the sign for the 

Wildwood housing project (1) of A lvin Aub i noe 

(Architects: Aubinoe, Edwards &. Berry). Said 

the jurors: "Effective! Clear, well designed •••• 

,JUNE 1953 

An e legant sign , handsomely p laced, wh ich 

leaves a first impression of quality .... " W i n­

ning project (r) was Luria Bros. Pine Spr i ng 

development (H&.H , Nov. '52) which jurors 

called " fresh and stimulating after miles of 

poor Colonial copies .. . well above average in 

any American city." Architects: Keyes, Smith, 

Satter lee &. Lethbridge. Jurors called "unneces­

sary v a riety in shapes, windows, glass, wood 

and bri c k panels" a ''minor defect ." 

Other winners (not pictured): residence at 

McLean, Va. by Architect Harry E. Ormston; 

weekend residence at Dogu~ Bay, Va. by 

Keyes, Sm ith, Satter lee &. Lethbridge; Howard 

University engineering &. arch itecture school by 

Architect Hi lyard Rob i nson; Wyatt Bui lding by 

Architect A . R . C las; Congress House apa r t ­

ments by Architect Joseph Mi l ler; The Woodner 

apartments by Ian Woodner and Wallace F. 

Ho l laday, associate; Self Realization Fellowship 

Church by Architect Walter D . Byrd Kann's 

department store by Arch itects DeYoung , Mos ­

cowitz , Rosenberg; Schubert theater remodeling 

by Arch itect Bernard Lyon Frishman; Candey 

building remodeling by Architect Harry Barrett. 

For photos of 4 of these: AF, May '53, News. 
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BUILDER FAVORS TAKING PROSPECTS 
THROUGH BACK DOOR RIGHT INTO 

HEART OF NEW HOMES 

Meet Mr. L.B. Lovitt, Jr., partner in the firm, 
Jacobson & Lovitt. Mr. Lovitt has spent 
many years in the homes construction 
business in and around Memphis. 

I 

::_ .. ;:,, .;, ... ~ . . _, 
... "f._ • 

Princeton Park, a new sub-division in Memphis, 

"If you've ever had the opportunity to sell one of your SALES MADE EASIER WHEN PEOPLE 
new houses personally, you'll understand why I am highly 

in favor of the 'back door' selling approach," writes L. B. 

Lovitt, Jr., builder of the new Princeton Park development. 

"These clays, more than ever before, both prospects, hus­

band and wife, are mighty interested in the kitchen and 

kitchen equipment. They know their brands of appliances, 

and they know just what they want in their homes. 

"That's why Mr. Jacobson and I decided to include 

Crosley Kitchens in all of our Princeton Park houses. We 

were impressed by the ease with which Crosley products 

adapt themselves to any floor plan. And we were especially 

pleased with the co-operation we received from the Crosley 

Distributor when it came down to the actual planning of 

the kitchens. 

"At Princeton Park, when people come out to see the 

houses, they are taken in through the back door first, straight 

into the Crosley Kitchen. 

"Once the Crosley Kitchen has put them into a buying 

mood, the final selling job is much, much easier." 

DS6611 

0 RANGE 0 CBl8 

CRP4018 

Here is just one of the Crosley Kitchens built into the 
Princeton Park houses. Remember, Crosley will be glad 
to help you plan a kitchen with sales-appeal that will 
be ideal for your requirements. 

CROSLEY-BETTER PRODUCTS FOR HAPPIER LIVING 
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Tennessee, consists of eighty-six houses, priced from $12,650. 

SEE THIS CROSLEY KITCHEN! 
See how every piece of matching Crosley Kitchen equipment is styled 
for eye-appeal, engineered for adaptability and easy planning! 

Mr. and Mrs. Prospect can see at a glance that this kitchen has every­
thing ... it's work-saving, step-saving, time-saving! 

Don't forget to remind them that a wonderful Crosley Kitchen can 
be included right in their mortgage ! It's a strong sales point! 

Notice how conveniently the 

Crosley Steel Wall Cabinets 

may be grouped about the 

Crosley Electric Range at one 

side of the kitchen to provide 

truly generous storage space. 

Crosley Cabinets are available 

in many different sizes and may 
be combined to flt naturally into 

any size kitchen. 

The Crosley Base Cabinet be­

side the range has a practical 

vinyl-on-steel counter top that 

resists heat and scratches. 
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Shelvador "' Shelvador" Electric 
~ 

Electric Automatic Steel 

Here's another side of the sales-making Crosley Kitchen, com­
plete with a marvelous modern Shelvador® Refrigerator, Crosley 
Sink, Crosley Wall and Base Cabinets. 

Crosley Shelvadors offer prospects such outstanding features 
as automatic defrosting , across the top freezer with real freezer­
locker convenience, and big roomy shelves-in-the-door! 

Free Information for Builders and Architects! 

CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

r -;:;;d:-;a;:-0:; H;:3~s;:;-Di=on- - - - - - - 1 
AVCO Manufacturing Corporation 
1329 Arlington Street, Cincinnati 25 , Ohio 

Please send complete information on all Crosley products to : 
Name _ __________ _ _ _ __________ _ 

Company_____ -----------------
Address _ ____________________ _ 

L City _______ :'.:e=-Sta~ ___ J 

c R 0 s LE y DIVISION (fJ}:;£Q) 

q '· ~011.-ll ' 
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1
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Sinks and Food Radio Television Room 
Refrigerators Freezers Ranges Water Heaters Dishwashers Kitchen Cabinets Waste Disposers Receivers Receivers Air Conditioners 
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save 
spar£ 
everyplace 

save 
money 
on every 
room! 

Construction costs go down when you figure 
FoLDOOR into your homes-and you give your 
clients more living space for every dollar invested. 

This handsome folding door h elps you in plan­
ning and helps you in selling. In your plans, 
every square foot is completely usable- no space 
is wasted by door "swing" area. You save money 
and give greater customer value-because you 
give more actual living space from the same 
square foot area. Your homes will sell faster, too 
- everyone appreciates FoLDOOR's wonderful 
flexibility and beauty. 

There's a type, size and color FOLDOOR for 
your every need. See Sweet's Catalog and consult 
your nearest FoLDOOR installing distributor. 
Holcomb & Hoke Mfg. Co., Inc., 1545 Van 
Buren Street, Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 

* Rugged steel frame, welded rods and 
rigid hinge plates resist rust, give a life­

time of trouble-free service 

* Vinyl plastic coverings, wide color 
range-easy to clean with soap and 

water, long-lasting and fire resistant 

* Attractive cornice conceals track, at 
no extra cost 

* Exclusive Mu lti-V d esign-with cente r­
line support-requires less stack space 

* Easy, low-cost insta llaticms 

* Nationally distributed, advertised and 
accepted 

* Backed by 56 years of engineering 

and manufacturing experience 

NEWS 
F. Iless & Son Rcni 

MANI LOW KLUTZNICK 

Klutznick, former ( 1944-46) commissioner 
of Lhe Na tiona l Housing Aulhority. Last 
month , havin g been elected president of 
B'nai B'rith, the Jewish service organiza­
ti on, Klutznick moved up to the new post 
of board chairman to g ive himself more 
time for B'nai B'rith work and travel. H is 
successor: Nate Manilow. Sam Beber, vice 
president and general counsel of ACB since 
its fo und ing, was named executive vice 
president to direct day-to -day operations. 

J. E. Foster award to the Texas Mortgage 
Bankers Assn. member who renders the 
year's most outstanding service to the indus­
try was presented last month to John F. 
Austin Jr., president of T. J. Bettes Co. of 
Houston , for hi s work on insurance and sav­
in gs banks legislation and committee ac­
ti vi ty for MBA. The Bettes Co., already 
largest mortgage servicing organization in 
Lhe country ( $400 million portfolio) , grew 
another $100 million bigger last mo nth as 
it took over W . R. Johns ton & Co . of Okla­
homa City from owner-brothers W. R., 
W. E. and Paul S. Johnston. 

President Joseph L. Eichler and the four 
a rchitects for Eichler Hornes pace setting. 
contemporary-designed projects around 
Palo Alto, Calif., S. Robert An shen and 
William Stephen Allen of San Francisco 
a nd A. Quincy Jones and Frederick E. 
Emmons of Los Angeles, received the 1953 
Achievement Award of Arcadia Metal Prod­
ucts, of Los Angeles. 

NAMED: L. W . Clarke, sales vice presi­
dent of th e Phi lip Carey Manufacturin g 
Co., as executive commi ttee and board 
cha irman of the Asphalt Roofing Industry 
Bureau, association of 25 roofing product 
manufacturers; J. R. Bemis, first vice 
president of NLMA, re-elected president of 
Southern Pinc Assn. 

San Diego's lo11 g-<lraw11 VA loa n sca nd a l 
came Lo a c l o~l'. For parlic ipa lillg i_11 
l1ribcry of former VA Loa 11 Guarant y Of­
fi ce r Francis C. Paige (H&H, Ja n. '52 l'I . 

seq. ), Builder Elmer C. Hubner wa~ given 
a $20,000 fine and a suspended two-yea r 
prison term. Final score: 18 defendants 

{continued on p. 48) 
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Cut over-all construction costs 20% 
with Gunnison Homes 
• Think what a competitive edge you have when your over-all construction 
costs are as much as one-fifth less than those of the builder down the street. 
And that's just the edge you have over comparable conventional construc­
tion when you build Gunnison Homes, a product of United States Steel. 

There's no compromise with quality to achieve these savings. They are 
the direct result of on-the-site savings in time and labor due to Gunnison's 
application of pre-engineering methods to home construction. 

These savings are only one of the benefits you receive when you follow 
Gunnison Homes' "eight-point path to profits." Check the list and you ' ll 
see how much each of these points can mean to you. If you are interested 
in joining this successful enterprise, write to Gunnison Homes, Inc., Dept. 
H-63 , on your business letterhead. 

• • 

GUNNISON HOMES' 
rrEight-point 

path to profits" 

1 lower over-all construction costs 

2 
3 

Helpful interim financing 

Competent technical and sales 
assistance 

4 National name recognition 

5 
6 

Advisory financial service 

Elimination of architectural and 
material problems 

7 Home planning service 

8 Greatest 1953 line in the home 
building industry 

G 
Gunnison Homes 
Manufactured by Gunnison Homes, lnc. , New Albany, lndiana. 

"Gunnison,.- tr ade mark ol Gunnison Homes, :nc. 

SUBSIDIARY OF u N I T E D s T A T E s s T E E L CORPORATION 
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An all-steel, 
read y-buil t unit 
that fits inside 
any type 
mantel, in 
either old or 
new fireplaces 

Does a Rea! Hetd't.cq Job .. 
and it's sure to work right! 

• Simple installation cuts masonry and labor costs 
• Makes a perfect seconda ry source of heat 
• Unit easi ly installed in old or new fireplaces 
• "Radiant blades" give 45% more heati ng surface 
• Warm air can be piped to other rooms, too 
• Ideal for summer houses and homes in mild climates 

\\fh eth er you're building one or one hundred houses, 
be sure you specify a Majescic Ci rculator Fireplace. 
It' s th e low-cost way co offer a much-in-demand 
extra! And there's no guesswork ! Accurate pre­
assembly eliminaces chance of fau lcy proporcioning. 
U ni t includes clamper, clown-clrafc shelf, smoke 
dome, firebox, and heac-booscing "Raclianc Blades" . 
Wo rks fine as supplement to heati ng plane. 

• Scientif icall y designed for perfect draft control 
• Wide, full flange makes it easily installed 
• No fitting necessary - damper rests on rough masonry 
• Constant ratio of throat area to fireplace opening 
• Ava ilabl e with patented poker control or face control 

A Majescic Damper is essen ti al in every conven-· 
tional fireplace 1 Easi ly operated r Designed for 
simple insca llacion ! Excra wiclch o f backleclge auto­
mati cally loca tes clamper throat forward an ample 
di stance ! Assures effective smoke-shelf area! Offered 
wich poker or face control in formed steel o r case 
iron. Resists years of exposure lO fire, ruse, corro­
sion, sooc, and heat! Fea tures extra tighc closure 
so importanc in a ir-conditioned homes. A rea l 
safeguard in fireplace cons truct ion - controls draft, 
prevencs smoking, in sures permanent sat isfaction. 

See Your Dealer or Write 

The Majestic Co., Inc. 
413-B Erie Street _Huntington! Ind. 
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NEWS 
com-icted, fines totalin g $1Q!l..500. seven 

pr iso n sen tences totalin g 16 yrs. 5 mos. On 

Ap ril 24 a heart a tta ck proved fatal for 

Roy Edward Hegg, 62, board chairma n of 

the San Di ego Frderal Savings & Loan 
Ass n., one of th e 13 convicted . Hegg was 
free on bai l pend ing an appeal from a tw o­

a nd-one-ha lf year pri son sentence on bri­

bery and conspiracy charges. 

After 20 years with government agencies 
Washington 's John L. Haynes, 51, r eturnrcl 

to private enterpri se as managing director 

.-.------c~:,M,; o f th e P r o cl u c e r s ' 
Co uncil. A G eo r ge 
Wash in gton U niversity 

eng1neenn g and law 

g raduat e, Haynes 

worked for Chi cago 
and Was hin gto n con­
stru ction firm s before 

becoming principa l 
engineer for the Se­

HAYNES curities and Exchange 

Comm iss ion in 1933_ He headed WPB's 
building materials division from l9iJ,l-44, 

became Commerce Dept. construction rli vi­

sion chief in 1945, and director of NPA's 

building materia ls division in 1951. 

How far w ill a man go to beat a h ousing 
shortage? Last year Maj. Edwin Austin 
left th e Briti sh Army to move to Canada, 

was so worried by stories of a Canad ian 
housing shortage that he ordered a four­

bedroorn prefab to take with him. Lest 

he face troubl es like Mr . Blanrl in ~!''. Austin 
worked several months in th e prefab com­

pany drawing rooms, factory a nd assembly 
sections. Last month, hi s abode was reach­
ing the New World in 4,3 crates and 72 

packages for er ection in an Ottawa suburb 
over a wait ing basem r nt. A contractor 
would help se t up th e shell. then versati le 

A ustin (now a captai n in the Canad ian 
Army) would comple te the assembly, for 

good measure build hi s own living room 

fireplace. Total cos t of house i nclucli ng ex­

tras and shipmen t: $4 .. 816. A rugged pro­
cedure for a mid-20th cen tury immigrant? 
" Chap wants a place of his own y'k now," 
~a icl Austin. 

DIED: Former US Sen. Robert F. Wagner, 
75, author of th e fi rst federa l hous ing a ncl 
slum cleara nce legisla Lion , May 4, in New 
York City; Oscar Vatet, 71, AIA, formerl y 
with the PWA, USHA and PHA, special­
izin g during World War 1I in prefabr ica lccl 

and portable housin g st udi es, May 13 in 
Was hin g ton ; Ray William He slop, 56. 
Akron, Oh io homebui lder who sw itched 

lo mass market a fl e r \\!or iel War IT. rrect·cd 

more than 4.000 ~ingl e-farn il y houses, May 
12 in Akron. 

Mox Hoffman, President and Gen eral Manager of 
Ludmcn Corporation-inventor of the world famous Auto­
Lok window operating mechanism. 

Ever move an entire plant ••• 
and try to maintain production? 

Ludman has! Nat once, but twice in 10 
short months. 

Mov in g an entire plant with tans cf machinery, 
finished products and stockpiles of row materials 
is a major operation any time. Especia ll y when 
th e plant to be moved cove rs over a hundred 
thousand square feel of jam-pocked production 
facilities and is operating at peak. Most 
manufacturers wou ld shy away from it. 

But the necessity of having to hurriedly vacate 
government owned property at Opo Locke 
Mo rin e base to make way for th e militory­
the necessity of having to toke temporary 
quarters at Miami lnternotionol Airport while a 
new plant was be ing erected-is the problem 
that faced Mox Hoffman and Ludmon. 

Careful advance p lanning plus perfect teamwork 
on the port of every employee-from top 
management to truckers-made both moves 
possible in record time. Loss of p roduction 
was held to a minimum. 

"A task seemin gly impossible hos again been 
accomplished" slated President Hoffman. 
"We are proud of our entire employee 
organization and their who le-hearted 
enthusiasm, efficiency and expediency which 
mad e both moves possible." 

"Now at our new plant" Hoffman said, 
"only the growing pains of expansion can 
provide any further problems." And with 
6 acres on which to expand an d grow this 
sho ul d be no problem for Ludmon. 

Ludmon's new plant is one of the most modern 
in the wo rld . It comprises over a hundred and 
forty thousand square feet of Aoor space. 

Des igned to afford maximum light and venti lation, 
Ludmon's new plant is a model for other 
manufacturers lo survey. Ludmon Auto- Lok 
awning windows and Windo-Tite Jalousies are 
used throughout in on expanse of eig ht-foot 
high glass wa lls of light. Engineers who have 
viewed the ne w plant ore tremendously 
e nthusiastic about the effect this window and 
jalousie instal lation will hove on employee 
productivity and we ll-b eing. 

Building officials state-"the use of Ludmon 
Auto-Lok W in dows and Jalousies ho s increased 
the value of the plant by many, many times the 
di fference in cost between the Ludman 
Window and ordinary commercial wi ndows." 

Oboler & Clarke were the design engineers 
with A. Herbert Mathes, AIA, consulting 
architect. Special electrical installation was mode 
by Henry Nelson. All are Miami Beach firms. 

MAN LE ADS 
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UTILITY has a new and intr.resting meaning in 
EXT ENDO -BAR . . . Hall- Mack's latest creation 
for modern living. 

At first glance it's an attractive, conventional­
looking towel bar, but there's more! Almost like 
magic ... by pulling the knobs at each end ... 
EXTENDO- BAR becomes nearly twice its orig­
inal width, providing extra space for drying hose, 
lingerie, children's clothing, guest towels and 
other things usually fast-dried in the bathroom . 

• EXTENDO - BAR is a new and 

exclusive Hall-Mack product that's styled 

to bring EXTRA convenience and utility 

to modem batl1rooms. Hall-Mack bathroom 

accessories are made in four popular 

lines .. . Coronado, Crystalcrome, 

empo al1(: 11na ague .. . l Cl . V. f or 

bathroom style and budget! 
Sold by leading 
plumbing, tile every 
and hardware 
dealers everywhere 

,..,,. ... 
~ J;' " "<">« "<~> 

.. -....v"··'"""''· 
- ., •. - ,~"'!:' 

.~ 

1344 West Wasl1ington Boulevard, 
Los Angeles 7, Calif. 

HAL L-MACK COMPANY 7455 Exc hange Ave. 1000 Main Ave. 
Chicago 49, Ill. Clifto n, N. J. 

~ 

: -· ·•~ .. .:lli. 
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, 
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DWYER KITCHENS 

I I 

Modern Ranges 
Electric range Under­
writers approved. Gas 
range AGA approved; 
burns natural, 1nixed or 
bottled gas . Convenient 
waist-high broiler. Oven 
heat control. Roller ­
bearing utensil drawer . 

I I 

4 SIZES-39 TO 69 INCHES WIDE 

r - · --------------~T~ -

One-piece Sink and Range-top 
Range-top, sink, drainboard and work top in one 
continuous piece ... rounded corners and not a 
crack or crevice to harbor dirt or grease. Gleam­
ing white acid-resisting porcelain. Mixing faucet 
and crumb-cup strainer included. Dwyer Kitchens 
available in Recess Models (with continuous sink­
and-back rail as shown here) or in against-the-wall 
models as shown in full illustration above. 

Electric Refrigerator 
Vitreous por celain interior 
and front . Sealed unit never 
requires oiling. 5-year war­
ranty . Freezer compartment 
for frozen food and ice 
cubes . Handy push-button 
door and interior light. 

MADE BY SPECIALISTS IN COMPACT KITCHENS FOR 27 YEARS 

D wyer Kitchens are designed, engineered 
and manufactured entirely in our own plant 
; •• by men who have concentrated on com­
pact kitchens since 1926. Persistent effort 
has developed kitchens with maximum facili ­
ties in minimum space while retaining prac­
tical features of rugged durability. 

Rugged construction characterizes Dwyer 
Kitchens. Mechanical and electrical equip­
ment is unsurpassed in quality. Vitreous por­
celain surfaces never require painting; soap 
and water keep them permanently beautiful. 
Installation is simple and all mechanical 
parts can be serviced from the front . 

------------------------!• ~~~ p ~~~ P~U~L~:ll:~ RITE F 0 R 

Name I DWYER PRODUCTS 
Address'--------- - -------------- I CORPORATION 

I :Dept. H653 
DWYER PRoDucTs coRPORAnoN, DEPT. H653, M1cH1GAN c1TY, IND. 1 Michigan City, Indiana 
Towni----------------Stafe, ____ ___ _ 
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EVENTS 

National Assoiation of Building Owners & Managers' 
46th annual convention June 7-11 at Pittsburgh. 

Boston Art Festival for 1953 presents paintings 
and sculpture by leading New England artists 
June 7-14 at the Public Gardens, Boston. 

National Store Modernization, Building & Mainte­
nance Show, Madison Square Garden , N. Y., June 
9-12. Includes exh ibition of des igns for shopping 
centers, retail stores and retail-store warehouses 
completed since 1948, new or remod eled, and for 
committed projects still on the boards. Fo r details 
and exhibition entry form s, write: Store Modern­
ization Institute, 20 E. 55 St., New York City. 

Forest Products Research Society's 7th annual meet­
ing, June l 5-17, Memphis, Tenn . 

AIA Board of Directors' annual meetin g, June 15-
19, Olympic Hotel, Seattle, Wash. 

The American Institute of Architects' annual conven­
tion, June 16-19, Olympic Hotel, Sea ttle, Wash. 

International Design Conference June 21-28, at As­
pen , Col. Conducted under auspices of Aspen In­
stitute for Humanistic Studies with support of 
leaders in various phases of des ign ranging from 
architecture to fashion s. Theme for 1953: " Design, 
a Function of l\fanal!ement." Registration fee , $35, 
payable with hotel registration. For information, 
registration card, address: Aspen Institute, Aspen, 
Col. 

American Society for Testing Materials' annual meet­
ing June 21-25 at Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic 
City. 

Competition. In connection with the Fourth Cen­
tenary of the City of Sao Paulo, beginning next 
November, an internation al exhibition of architec­
ture will be held at th e Sao Paulo Museum of 
Modern Art. Open to architects of all natio nalities, 
and to officially recognized schools. Awards in 11 
ca tegories, with a spec ial pr ize to a young (under 
35 ) architect, and to a school. Submiss ions no 
later than July 15. For inform ation and entry 
forms, address: Secretariat, lI Bien al do Museu de 
Arte Moderna, Rua 7 de Abril 230, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. 

National Home Week-the week of Sept. 20-27-
bas been set by NAHB. Among features will be 
the Trade Secrets house IH&H, .T an. '53) developed 
by a committee of NAHB architects and build ers, 
and an unprecedented number of air-con ditioned 
houses. 

American Bankers Association's 79th annual conven­
tion , Sept. 20-23 , in Washington, D. C. 

National Electric Industries Show, Sept. 29-0ct. 2, 
at the 69th Regiment Armory, New York City. 

Prefabricated Homes Manufacturers lnstitute's fa ll 
meeting Oct. 25-27, at tbe Hotel Shamrock, Hous­
ton , Tex. 

American Gas Association's annual convention Oct. 
26-29 at Kiel Auditorium, St. Louis. 

National Savings & Loan League's fa ll conference 
Nov. 8-11 , Casablanca Hotel, Miami Beach . 

National Association of Real Estate Boards' annual 
convention Nov. 8-14, Statler and Biltmore Hotels, 
Los Angeles. 

Mortgage Bankers Association of America's annual 
convention Nov. 13-19 at Miami Beach. In con ­
junction, a home show conducted by companies 
offering services or manufactured products related 
to building. 
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time and money" 
e "We've discovered that steel windows are the most eco­
nomical, most satisfactory type of window we can use." So 
reports this rising young Cincinnati building concern. "Steel 
windows go in faster, are easier to handle, are so rugged it's 
possible for even the most inexperienced workman to install 
them without trouble or damage to the window. When you're 
working on a large development like this, if you can save only 
a few hours and dollars on each house, you have really cut 
your over-all expenses ... and increased your profits." 

And these builders- along with many others- will discover 
another outstanding reason for using steel windows. They 
make homes easier to sell. Prospective customers like steel 
windows' neat appearance, their low upkeep, and tlieir free­
dom from warpage and rot. Housewives say steel windows 
are easier to screen, simple to keep clean, arid let in more 
light than other types of window construction. 

For more than 40 years United States Steel has been sup­
plying window manufacturers with special rolled section high­
grade open-hearth steel. 

PHOTO SHOWS how simple it is to hold steel windows plumb with a supporting board 
until brickwork reaches high enough to support frame. · _ 

* * * 
The builder isn't the only one who profits from the use of 
steel windows. The architect's job of window .design is simpli­
fied by the great variety of styles available in steel windows. 
The realtor knows that homes with steel windows move 
faster than those with other types of window construction. 
Any building and loan concern would rather hold a mortgage 
on a house that features modern, well-built equipment like 
steel windows. 

INTERIOR VIEWS of two finished windows. 
The one at right is a new type window, de­
signed to admit plenty of light and air and 
still leave lots of wall space free for furni­
ture arrangement. Especially suitable for use 
where view exclusion is desirable. 

TWO CLIPS on side of frame h elp hold window firm while mason sets hrick. Steel 
windows are so easy to handle, t his workman couldn't spoil the job if he tried . 

look for this label - it is 
your assurance that the 

windows ore made from 
quality steel. 

JUNE 1953 

UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION, PITTSBURGH • COLUMBIA-GENEVA STEEL DIVISION, SAN FRANCISCO 

TENNESSEE COAL & IRON DIVISION, FA IRF IELD, ALA. 
UNITED STATES STEEL EXP ORT COMPANY. NEW YORK 

U·S·S STEEL FOR WINDOWS 
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Satisfy your prospects with this complete, dependable 
ho1J1e-cooling system. It's a complete package-no 
extras needed! Everything arrives on the job in one 
easy-to-install unit. Automatic ceiling shutter included, 
from $139.95* retail. 

No other attic fan can be 
installed quicker or cheaper! 
Fan simply sets over roughly 
framed opening. 

View from . below before 
shutter is installed. No fin· 
ishing needed. Rubber cush­
ion seals fan to opening. 

Complete automatic shutter 
unit fastens with screws to 
cei.ling opening frame; 
flange forms ceiling trim. 

R & M louvers provide 
proper exhaust areas. Spe· 
cial sizes should be covered 
with Y2" mesh wire. 

Lookers become buyers when they see 
this comfort feature in a house. This 
"extra" suggests to prospects that you 
w ere equally thorough in all your 
planning. R & M "Package" Attic 
Fans are ideal for low attics, all stand­
ard hallways a nd "moderns" with lim­
ited attic space. Certified air deliv­
eries: 5000 through 16000 CFM. Fan 
is guaranteed five years; motor and 

shutter guaranteed one year. 
A reliable 8-page guide to better com­
fort cooling is yours for the asking. 
Order this book for your reference file . 
You'll find it helpful every time you 
specify cooling and ventilating equip­
ment. Mail the coupon now. 

0 
Consult Sweet's Architectural File 

for complete Robbins & Myers 
cooling and ventilating data. 

ROBBINS & MYERS ~ 
1'~tKaqe' a-tile, I/Ins $Jtl~ 

;>::. ' 
Atlantr1, Chicago, Hous ton , Kansas City, Los Angeles, Greensboro, N. C., New York, ~; ..... :..,,.. ~ 
New Orleans, Oklahoma City , Orlando, Philade lphia, S a n Francisco, Springfield, Ohio . ~'<! 

r------------------------------------~~ ----~ 
I A FEW HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS BOOKLET! Robbins & Myers, Inc., Fan Division HH-63 I 
I • The advantages of attic fan comfort-cooling. 387 So. Front St., Memphis 2, Tennessee I 
I Please send me your Booklet - "Robbins & Myers I I • Description of automatic ·and manual ceiling Package Attic Fans, Belt Driven F a ns." A .I.A. I 
I shutters, File No. 30-D-1. I 
I • Complete instruction; for attic fan installation. Name I 
J • Features and applications of Belt-Driven Fans. Address . I 
I • How to install Belt-Driven Fans. City Zone _ __ State I 
~------------------------------------------~ 
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LETTERS~ 

RELATIONS CORDIAL 

Sirs: 
You are certainly doing an excellent job 

"ettino· the indu stry to"ether. As I go around 
;be co:111trv talkin" to 1:uilde rs and architects, 
I find tha.t you \~ave become the leader of 
the industry, and eve r·y iss ue of Ho us E & 
HOM E is l ooked forward to with intere st and 
expectation. K eep up the good work. 

NONWHITE HOUSING 

Sirs : 

CLIFF MAY, designer 

Los A ngeles, Calij. 

. The mo st informed effort in this field 
(H&H. Apr. '53. News) yet und ertaken by a 
r espon sible trad e publi ca tion ... should prOYe 
helpful in stimulating r eali stic interest in thi s 
neglected market. W e could use 25 copies, 
possibly more. 

I mu st di ssent from your rep ort of my reac­
tion to th e exclu sion of Negroes from Levit ­
town, P a. I mo st likely did admit th a t a po s­
sibl e change in hi s r es tr·i cted pattern at thi s 
sta"e rni rr ht affec t hi s sal es. However. we be­
li e ,~e no : ucl1 eff ect would have r esulted if he 
had start ed by selling hou ses to eligible 
famili es r egardl ess of t ll('ir race. Certainly 
Levitt's procedure in Burk ' Co11ntv. as on 
Long Island. is dead wrong a s far as so11nd 
hou ; ing and decent democrat ic prin ciples are 
concern ed- and he may ye t h e proved legally 

\vrong. 
Tli e ba sic data a nd approach of the pi ece 

is so compl etely on the positive side that I 
am pre pa red to assist in it s widest poss ible 
cfo, ,emin a lion . reading: and di"' 11 ss ion. 

W e are informed that th e new presid ent of 
th e NAHB has indi cated th e specific int e rest 
of NAHB in th e in crea sed procl11 cti on of pri· 
vate housing avail able to minori1i es. 

Yon ma y not realize how gratifying it is for 
publi cati ons of th e pres tige of H ousE & H o111i;: 
to take up th e C11dgel s in thi s effort. You 
have th e prnf11nd a pprec iati on of all tl1 ose 
who beli eve that a well-hou sed A merjcan is a 
better A meri can. 

FR.\ N K S. Hon:rn. asst. to tli e administrator 

!lousing & l/0111 e Financ e Agency 

Washin gwn , D. C. 

Sirs : 
. . . A fin e job. 
I wa s surpri sed bv Frank Horn e's admi ssion 

that a non segregated poli cy by LeYitt would 
have created "sal es troubl e." T he fa ct is that 
Le vitt' s all-white po li cv is bound to creat e all 
so rts of " trou bl e' '- th e tvpe fa ced by Met ro­
politan in th e Stuyvesant Town case. 

\Vitb Negroes' in comes consid erably lower , 
nonwhites far more ove rcrowd ed than whites 
and not getting a rn priva te hou sing. th e pres­
sure by Negroes again st publi c hou sing has 
been mu ch greate r in citi es than ever before. 
In Philadelphia , nearly 70~ of application s 

co11tinuecl 011 p. 66 
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asbestos siding in colors that resist time and weather 

The color is permanently sealed m by an exclusive 

Carey process that seals out ram, dirt, grime, stains! 

P erfec ted by Carey e ngineers a fL er years of deve lopment, 

Ca rey ·$ exclusive sealing process gives Careystone a 

las tin g, arm or-tough surface tha t protects the color from 

fad ing .. . repels water . . . resists dirt , grime and dia­

colorati on. Careyston e is rot and vermin proof, too. 

Never needs paint, is incombustible. And, for that real 

luxury tou ch, it is deeply textured with a vertical 

s tri a ted design of exceptional beauty. 

Careyst one is installed with ease and econ om y, too. 

OYe r gypsum or fiber board sheathing with the Carey 

Shado1dine channel sys tem. Or, right over the old 

s id ing when remodeling. Gi ve your client' s homes dra­

mati c new beauty and appeal, with Careys ton e. Ask yo ur 

Carey Representative about Color-Sealed Careys t.one 

asbes tos siding. Or, mail the coupon for detailed litera-

Specify it for appli cation over wood, us ing facC' 11ails: ture and samples . 

The Philip Carey Manufacturing Company, Lockland, Cincinnati 1 S, Ohio 
In Canada: The Philip Carey Co., Ltd., Montreal 3, P. Q, 
servinpHome,FarmandlndustrySince1873 THE PHILIP CAREY MFG. CO. • LOCKLAND, CINC INNAT I 15, OH IO 

JUNE 1953 

Please rush me samples and complete information on 

new Color-Sealed Careystone asbestos siding shing les. 

• DEPT . HH-6 

. ' , , 
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Completely self-contained, 
with all controls in steel 
outer shell for cabinet or 
wall installation. Front and 
door of stainless steel. Oven 
chamber is one-piece 
construction, porcelain 
enameled both sides. 
Automatic temperature and 
time controls. Oven-vent 
concealed at front. Improved 
Infra-Red broiling unit. 

;; . 
~(~~; .. 
~· _-. I • 

. . 

Available in multiples of 
two, each consisting of one 
giant and one regular 
Monotube single-coil heating 
unit. Stainless steel top 
designed for flush mounting 
in cabinet, bar, or table. 
Controlled by seven-heat 
switches with signal light. 
Supplied with flexible 
conduit and wiring for 
remote-control location. 

Electric Ranges • Water 

For that ''custom-built'' 
$f/eS lfpjJ8d/ 

that sells homes! 

BUILT-IN ELECTRIC 
RANGE COMPONENTS 

l 

L&H Electric Range Components make 
it easy to incorporate the potent 
advantages of an appealing, custom­
designed and decorated kitchen in your 
homes. A good sales feature in any 
price class is usually worth more than it 
costs - and the big news, the big 
swing in home-building today is to the 
custom installation of appliances. 
Write today for the facts on L&H 
Ranges and Oven Components -
made by one of America's pioneer 
electric range manufacturers. Learn 
how they can help you build extra 
"sell" into every new or remodeled home. 

A. J. Lindemann & Hoverson Co. 
605 W. Cleveland Ave. 

Milwaukee 15, Wisconsin 

Oldest American Electric Range Manufacturer 

Under Continuous Ownership- Established 1875 

B·2 
He ate-rs. • Refrigerators • Home Freezers 

LETTERS continued 

for public housing are for Negroes, though 
the Negro population is only 20 %. 

We need some real thinking about the pub­
lic housing problem by those without a vested 
interest in either direction. Thinking is 
needed also on the problem of racial groups, 
and the lowest and th at part of the middle-in­
come families whom the private builder isn ' t 
serving. 

BATHROOMS SELL HOUSES 

Sirs: 

CHARLES ABRAMS 

.Yew York City 

After studying your bathroom article 
(H&H , Feb. '53) I developed a very pral!tical 
and economical revision in my plans which 
incorporated many of yom ideas. 

I had approximately 15 houses in the rough 
stage and immediately revised them. A num­
ber are now completed and the acclaim by 
customers and public is phenomenal. 

In the past five weeks we have had 25 sales, 
many of which are clue entirely to advanced 
design in bathroom planning. 

JOSEPH ENTRESS 

Coldwater, N. Y . 

Pre-Wright corner window, 1634 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT 

Sirs: 
I do not seek to detract from the creative 

ability of Mr. Frank Lloyd Wright, but would 
it not be better to say that he improved upon 
the corner window born many years before he 
was (H&H, May '53)? 

This photograph is of a corner window in 
the Popenoe house in Antigua, Guatemala, 
made famous by Louis Adamic in The House 
in Antigua. In that book Mr. Adamic says this 
house was finished for its owner, Don Luis 
de las lnfantas Mendoza y Venegas, in 1634. 

PROGRAM NEEDED 

Sirs: 

MARY s. HORSLEY 

Hollywood, Calif. 

After about a year's intensive work prepar­
ing to begin a building project this spring, 
all at once, "Wham," this money freeze 
stopped us cold in our tracks. 

The fact that we were stopped is relatively 
unimportant-except to us-but when almost 

continued on p. 72 
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Now you can offer the luxurious beauty of 

ARMSTRONG'S 
A beautiful kitchen often clinches the 
sale of a house - especially since the 
woman's preference is frequently the de­
ciding factor. That's why it's important 
news that you can now offer the luxury 
and comfort of Armstrong's Rubber Tile 
for kitchen floors. 

Until recently, most architects and 
builders agreed that rubber tile should 
not be used for rooms where grease con­
ditions existed. The basic characteristics 
of the rubber used in manufacturing rub­
ber tile limited its resistance to cooking 
oils, fats, and greases. 

Since the war, however, improved com­
pounds have substantially increased the 

RUBBER TILE 
grease resistance of Armstrong's Rubber 
Tile. As long ago as 1949, rigid labora­
tory tests indicated that Armstrong's 
Rubber Tile was ready for home kitchens. 
But that wasn't enough. Practical test­
ing under varying conditions in actual 
kitchens was begun. Three years of con­
tinuing field tests have proved com­
pletely successful. Today you can spec­
ify Armstrong's Rubber Tile for home 
kitchens with complete confidence. 

Your buyer prospects already know 
and recognize the unusual beauty and 
durability of this "Aristocrat of Floors." 
Women especially appreciate the gleam­
ing surface, rich handmade graining, and 

. . .. 

FO KITCHENS 

.. ~-~-..!~~.....,,,.g 's 
Rubber. Tile. Its indentation resistance 
of 200 pounds per square inch is over 
twice that of linoleum, eight times that of 
asphalt tile. 

When you are designing or building a 
home, remember that Armstrong's Rub­
ber Tile can now add special attractive­
ness and sales appeal to the kitchen-as 
well as to any other room in the house. It 

ARMSTRONG'S RUBBER TILE 



TROUBLE FREE! 

ORANGEBURG® 
PIPE AND FITTINGS 

You can rely on Orangeburg 
for troubl~-free root-proof pipe lines. 

Orangeburg is the modern non-metallic pipe-strong, 
tough, resilient. It resists the acids, alkalies, salts and 
oils found in soils and sewage waste. It withstands 
normal earth settlements and lasts indefinitely under­
ground. 

The Taperweld® Joints are se lf-sealing. No cement 
or compound is required . .Joints stay tight, sanitary. 

Builders, engineers, architects use Orangeburg root­
proof pipe extensively for house to sewer or septic 
tank; for down spouts, storm drains ; tight joint drain­
age lines; potable water supply (non-pressure)­
non-pressure outside uses. More than a hundred 
million feet in use prove its dependability . 

You save time and trouble installing Orangeburg 
root-proof pipe. The 8 foot lengths are easy to 
handle-the fittings, Ys and 1;4 Bends and Wyes, 
are made of Orangeburg material and are tooled for 
easy-to-assemble Taperweld Joints. 

1/4 BEND WYE 1/s BEND 

ORANGEBURG 
PERFORATED PIPE 

Use the Perforated for 
septic tank beds; founda­
tion footing drains; 
draining wet spots in 
lawns, drive-in theatres, 
athletic fields, parking 
lots, ai rports. Jo ints are 
made with snap coup­
lings that keep pipe in 
line and prevent silting. 

Look for the name Orangebvrg. 
Orangebvrg is the pioneer-the 
leader-of this modern type of 
pipe. Specify it for trovble-free 
pipe lines. 

Send to Dept. HH63 for catalog 306 

ORANGEBURG MANUFACTURING CO., INC., ORANGEBURG, N. Y. 
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every other build i.: r plauuiug similar devdop­
rnent:; finds him self in thi :; same spot it i.o; nnl 
only important, but ver y importanl. 

The thing that has knoi.:ked pla nnin g and 
a L: Li vc dcvclopmellL sky higj.11 is the 1111 cc r­
La in ty of the situation. \Vashington needs Lo 
ge l down lo i.:;irtli with a drfin itc progrn 111 
very qui ck ly or ·1l1c sLe;irn wi ll be pretl y 
largely tak en Olll nr th e hn11 sc h11i lrJi11 g pro­
gram thi s year. 

Nothing 1l1at your publi i.:a tion could do a l 
th e prc:;enl. time would bring n1urc cheer lo 
Ll"rn sands of builders 1ha11 Lo du som eth in g 
Lo clarify th e :; i!11 ;r!i n11. 

S T AN LLY LU'\1: 

Sf'(/111«. lr'mli. 

e Sc.:c Nc.:ws.- Eo. 

TREES 

Sirs : 

\Ve do not Lli :;pule Lli t: facL th a t trees (H&ll . 
A pr. '53) add immeasurably lo a develo l' · 
ment , hut we take exi.:eplio11 Lo tl1c cxtremclv 
poor photograph w11i ch is not al. all rf'p · 
r csentativc of tir e S pringfield suhdi visin11. 
a nd is tli c poores t pho lugrap!t in th e cnliri· 
is:; 1r e aud th e onl y one crecli1 crl t.o th e 1101 1:; 1-: 
& Ho~JL pb uto grajl hi t: staII. 

\Ve arc enclo sing pl10tograpl1s sl10win g the 
Jllany at tractive home:; with all th e other w l1· 
divi :;ion benefit s in th e way nf Int improvc-
111c111' hl' in g i.: rec !t:d in S pringfi eld (:;cc rnl ) . 

S in;: 

.T AM L:; £ . MILL AH 

IV caver, Urns., Inc. 

J[ builders in grni.:ral wuLdd only r i.:;ilize 
lr ow val11<;blc a la ndsi.:ape de:;ign and gradin g 
plan wou ld he In them a :; well a s l o !he com­
r11u11i ty. they would not co 11 :; icl c r the r10111i11 a l 
CCJ~ I J ~ IJ JlJl(' C(' ,..;;o;ar y . 

1\r1d wli y m11 s1. l111ild •-rs alr110.'t i11 v;uia l>l y 
pla11I. sapli 11gs wl1i cl1 hy nature arc very s ln w­
growing ·~ J\ la11 y gn•Jd tri.:cs r11 ak c a rap id 
gr·•1wth a nd cou ld ]w well usi.:d wli c 11 lh l' 
IJui ldn pla111 s a kw trTt's and slrr11h s so 1h a1 
Ir e ca 11 ca ll 1111; ho11r t·s '· land :; l'apcd" .irt Iri s 
advert isl' 111 c r1t s ! 

STILT HOUSE 

Sirs : 

.I. C11 A H l .ES l-lot·TM •I N 

l .u11rlscap 1; 11rchil cr·1 
S icrm tlf11drc . Ca!ij. 

T!tc stilt liuu se (J-l& IJ. F eb. '53) ma y li t: 
contemporary architecture I u you. Architect 
E liot Noye:; a nd som e p eople of New Cana all , 

co 11Li11ucd on f l. 711 
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" NEW 'C' SERIES ..• 

Finest Quality Locksets in the Low-Price Field 

Creating a new standard of quality in the 
low-price field, all parts are made of solid 
brass or steel - no substitute metals are 
used. Lockwood's new 'C' Series is de­
signed on the sound, basic engineering 
principles originally developed for heavier, 
more costly cylindrical locksets. 

FI ELD.TESTED: All functions m the 
'C' Series have been field -tested and 
proved under the most severe conditions. 
Cylinder locks have full -size, solid brass 
5-pin cylinders, assuring full protection, 
continuous performance and secure mas­
ter-keying. 

REVOLUTIONARY NEW TOOL 
CUTS INSTALLATION COSTS 

• Reduces boring time as much as 75 % 
below previous hand methods. 

• Guarantees smooth holes in perfect 
alignment. 

• Ensures rapid assembly of lock to door 
without rasping or whittling . 

• All Lockwood 'C' Series sets are ready 
for installation on right or left hand 
doors without any mechanical change. 

LOCKWOOD HARDWARE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

Fitchburg, Massachusetts 
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3M CERAMIC TILE ADHESIVE CAN CUT COSTS UP TO 203 
"Easy" is the \\'Ord for iL. First, just ''.butter" on 3M Cera~nic Tile ad~esive ~nd 
trowel it out. Its smooth, buttery consistency makes spreadmg a fast, s11nple )Ob. 
Next set the tile in place. An~ fin~lly, han~le grouting ju_st as ah.vays. Wh~t could 
be simpler, faster? 3M Ceramic Tile Adhesive cuts the tnne-per-1ob and gives the 
finest quality tile jobs at up to 20% sa·vings in cost. 

There are other advantages, too. 3M Ceramic Tile Adhesive will bond tile to nearly 
any kind of surface. That means that you can set "dry wall" •.. saving the costly 
installation of lath, plaster and mortar. Dries so fast that rooms can be used in 
24 hours, making it ideal for remodeling. Waterproof, non-freezing, clean and easy 
to use ... it's the modern way to set clay tile. 

GET THE FACTS ON 3M CERAMIC TILE ADHESIVE 
Try it on your next tile job. You'll sell yourself on this better way 
to set tile. Write Dept. 126 in Detroit for data and specification 
sheets. Sold everywhere by leading tile supply companies. • • wrire for 'OPt 

MINNESOTA MINING AND MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
ADHESIVES AND COATINGS DIVISION 411 PIQUETTE AVE., DETROIT 2, MICH, 
GENERAL OFFICES: ST. PAUL 6 • EXPORT: 270 PARK AVE., NEW YORK 17 • IN CANADA: LONDON 

~AKERS OF •'!fv<?!.~~'' BRAND PRESSU RE-SENSITIVE ADHESIVE TAPES • 11 !fR! .. ~.tt..' ' BRAND SOUND 

~ECORDING TAPE • 11 SCOTCHLITE" BRAND RE.FLECTIVE SHEETINGS • 11 3M" ABRASIVE PAPER ANO 

CLOTH • "3M" ADHES IVES AND COATINGS • "JM" ROOFING GRANULES • "JM" CHEMICALS 

LETTERS continued 

Conn. but I can assure you that the aborig.ines 
of the Isthmus of Darien (and many other 
equatorial places) have been building stilt 
houses for something better than 461 years. 

Our government has been building stilt 
houses that I know of in the Panama Canal 
Zone since 1900. While it is quite true that 
their houses are not like " birds poised momen­
tarily over the earth" nor do they have any 
"asymmetrical interplay of advancing and 
receding planes," they are positively icicle­
and drip-proof. 

.TAMES C. WRIGHT, designer & builder 
Fresno, Calif. 

HOW THEY SELL HOUSES 

Sirs: 

To conserve sales time and aid in direct 
selling, we use the garage of a model house 
as a sales office, replacing the garage door 
with a window and door. When the house is 
sold we remove the temporary front and rein­
stall the original garage door. 

All of our color selection panels. wing map 
holders, and other sales material is placed on 
demountable panels that can be moved easily 
to the next model home. 

Because of the complexity of the 501 
Veteran's Sales Program, we do evervthing we 
can to simplify the purchase and processing 
of papers. 

In this project items that appeal most to 
the public are large window areas, 2" fiber­
board roof insulation which gives excellent 
protection from the hot San ta Clara Valley 
summers, large fireplaces with large cement­
block chimmeys carried straight through the 
roof and the simple modern lines. 

Sirs: 

DAVID D. BOHANNON 

San Mateo , Calif. 

We now set up a budget of less than 1 % 
for sales cost. Our greatest empha sis is on 
selling the community in which we build, 
rather than the individual hou ses. We intend 
to use two model houses, one of which will 
be completely furnished, the other partiall y 
furni shed , to show sections of the fl oor slab, 
wall construction. and mechanical eq uipment. 

We get particularly good r esults from bus 
advertising and large electrically lighted bill­
boards. We also carry on a garden contest, 
which seems to create a lot of good will. 

Sirs: 

ALEX SIMMS 

Dayton, Ohio 

My houses have been dressed up by the 
addition of colored bathroom fixtures, two 
lavatories built into a cabinet, a tremendous 
5'-8", ceiling-height medicine cabinet, two 
more base cabinets and a breakfast bar in 
the kitchen; a dining-room light fixture that 
rolls up and down ; floor-to-ceiling paneling 

continued on p. 84 
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Attractive Styling 
Precision Construction 

The clean, crisp design of "Stilemanor" knobs is sure to 
oppeal to the most discriminating tastes. It has plenty 
of "eye appeal" and "buy appeal". Now available in 
wrought brass ... later, in bronze or aluminum ... all 
popular functions ... includes entrance door set with 
large escutcheons. 

Some of its constructional features include: dual 
bearings on each knob to assure rigid knob assembly 
and prevent knob wobble; brass to steel bearings; self­
aligning thrust bearing on knob spindle; latch retractor 
that glides on ball bearings for smooth easy action and 
long life; knob retainers concealed behind rose; revers­
ible in field without using key; exclusive Russwin ball 
bearing, 5 pin-tumbler cylinder on oil entrance door 
sets; all parts ore precision-made ... interchangeable. 

Be sure to see the new "Stilemanor" line. Check 
and compare all its features. It's a "standout" for 
increasing sales and good will . Russell & Erwin Div., 
The American Hardware Corp., New Britain, Conn. 

SIMPLE INSTALLATION 

Only two holes to bore ••. 
all alike for every door. 

New, handy installation aids . .. 
available to simplify work. 

"'Stile manor" 
340 entrance 
door set has 
tum -button in­
side, cylinder 
outside and tom­
pe c-proof dead 
locking latch. 
330 .. - same as 
340 but without 
dead locking 
latch. 

"Stilemanor11 

320 bathroom­
bedroom set has 
push button, 
automatic releas­
ing mechanism 
and emergency 
,ke y provision. 
322 ... same as 
320, no emer­
gency· key but 
has auxiliary 
latch. 

"St i I em an or'' 
310 passage 
door and closet 
set operates by 
knob either side 
at all times. 

bi SINCE 1839 "@ 
"Y!~!J11 

SI 
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~BUILD BETTER 
SHOWERS FOR LESS 

with PreCast Receptors! 

The ideal floor when shower walls 

are made of plaster, marble or tile 

of any kind- metal, plastic, 

ceramic! 

Cut cost, save time-and eliminate one sub-contract by using FIAT 

PreCast Receptors. When you plan showers with plastic or metal tile , 
walls you save labor-speed completion-by specifying a plumber-installed 

FIAT receptor. You will get a better shower floor ... attractive ... one-piece 
... permanently leakproof. There's no lead pan , no multi -layer 

construction-nothing that can be affected by building settlement. It's the 
modern, money-saving way to better shower construction. 

SEND FOR F~EE FIAT MANUAL­

COMPARES methods of shower floor construction 

ILLUSTRATES receptor applications with various walls 

PROVES many PreCast Receptor advantages 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• FIAT METAL MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

9301 W. Belmont Ave.• Franklin Park, Illinois - Dept. B 

Please send me your new manual on shower floor construction as 
soon as it' s off the press. 

Address; ________________ _ 

City• __________ State•------

LETTERS continued 

in the living room and dining room; some 
jalousie doors and window~; screening in 
the carport with a folding front wall so that 
it may also be used as a porch. Also use of 
a white marble chip roof exclusively with a 
wide overhang. 

Sirs: 

MARTIN L. BARTLING JR. 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

Last year our developm ent house was just 
an average $10,000 house with no unusual 
features. This year it sells for $12,000 , and 
includes: 

1. Air conditioning, optional for $1.100. 
2. Garbage disposer for a garb.age-free 

community. 
3. Color-planned exteriors. 
4. Fireplace. 
5. More varied exterior materials and 

architectural design to get away from 
the "development look. " 

6. Living and din.in g room combination 
and dining space in the kitchen. 

7. Written guarantee with each hou se. 

Present sales are averaging one a day. 
Advertising costs la st year were $20 per 
house, this year average $40. 

Sirs: 

RALPH E. GORDY 

/Pil111in.gton Manor, Del . 

Announcements on two successive Sun days 
in each of our local newspapers drew about 
3,000 people each Sunday, although only the 
furnished model was complete. We sold six 
of the ten homes by offering GI terms. 

Sirs: 

AMES L. GILL 
San Ant.onio 

We make surveys over the country from 
time to time to find out what other builders 
are building and what type of houses sell 
best. As a result of a survey two years ago, 
we completely redesigned our houses using 
white marble chip roofs with an 18" over­
hang, gutters, and downspouts , complete 
landscaping, and much color. Inside we use 
larger kitchens with more cabin et space. wash­
ing machine, double sink, and eating space. 

Bathrooms have been made larger. We are 
adding a dressing table, tile around the tub, 
a shower with each bath. A decorator designs 
and speci fi es materials and colors. 

We keep open house daily from 2 :00 P.M . 

till dark with a sales representative on the 
rrround advertise consistently in newspapers, 
;adio, ~nd theaters, and are now building the 
"Trade Secrets" LIFE hou se, the Living for 
Yo ung Homemakers and the Better Homes 
and Gardens houses. We will have two model 
homes in the Home Builders parade during 
National Home Month. 

FLOYD R. I(IMBROUGH 

Jackson, Miss. 

continued on p. 90 
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DEALERS - DISTRIBUTORS 
There are still a few areas open. Write, wire 

or phone Dept. HH-6 for details today. 

Miami Window Corporation of Mississippi, Key Field, Meridian, Miss. 

Miami Window Co., N. E. 2077 Elmwood Avenue, Warwick, R. I. 

Miami Window Corporation of Panama, Box 923, Panama, R. P. 

of the NEW 
SERIES "54" MIAMI WINDOW 

PLUS FEATURE 1. Every Series "54"window 

is now acid dipped and lacquered at NO 

INCREASE in cost. This means there is 

no possibility of plaster stains. 

PLUS FEATURE 2. Every standard Mianii 

Window is . weatherstripped. Operating 

vent arm is elongated to insure the tightest 

closing possible-even in windows 7 or 8 

lites high . 

. PLUS FEATURE .3. For large installations 

you can choose the optional Balanced Bar 

Operator-.,...the only push-out type operated 

window made that can be screened. This is 

important in installations such as hospi­

tals where insect protection is demanded. 

Heavy extruded aluminum construction. 

Controlled ventilation because hori­

zonlal vents extend beyond frame of 

lmilding. 

Torque har which actuates both sides 

of window simultaneously. 

Dept. HH-6 

MIAMI WINDOW CORPORATION 
Executive Office• 5200 N.W. 37th Ave., Miami, Fla. 

Please send me literature on the new 
Series "54" window. (Check one) 

I am a: 0 Architect 0 Builder 0 Dealer 

NAME .. ... ....... ... .............. . 

ADDRESS .......................... . 
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Nationally Advertised 

DETROIT 
CONTROLS 

Known to Millions 

of Your Best Building Prospects 

Through the Powerful Pages 

of BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 

and TIME MAGAZINE 

Yes, your best building prospects- over 
5 million of them- are reading regu­
larly about dependable, economical 
DETROIT Heating Controls in two of 
America's top advertising mediums­
Better Homes & Gardens and Time 
magazine! These are people who have 
the means to buy and who know, look 
for and buy better things. That's why 
they'll want DETROIT Controls. And 
that's why you can make your houses 
easier to sell, more comfortable to 
live in by specifying DETROIT Controls 
throughout. Remember, only DETROIT 

gives you the exclusive Timed Cy­
cling thermostat - the "thermostat 
with a brain" that controls tempera­
ture to a fraction of a degree, elimi­
nating over and under heating. So 
why not cash in on this overwhelm­
ing product superiority and the 
powerful advertising support that 
goes with it. Always be sure to 
specify DETROIT Controls! 

If you're not aheady familiar 
with the DETROIT Timed Cy­
cling Thermostat write today 
for Form No. 1545-A . 

~ 
D~~ 
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5900 TRUMBULL A VE. 

DETROIT 8, MICHIGAN 

CORP. 

I 

FOR SOLID COMFORT 
Plus SOLID SAVINGS 

Plan to Have 

DETRO!T 

Tile Therrnoslat 
w11h a Brain 

-e~cJusrve wilh D~T 

HEATING 
CONTROLS 

Positive Protection A . w; gamst 
astefu/ over and under lle t" ' . - amg. 

Right now, while o u ' 
future castle is th Y. re planning that 

, e time to k 
season after season of ma. e sure of 
free heating comfort. ~onven1ent, care­
tect, builder or heat· ave your a rchi­
a heating unite . mg contractor se lect 

quipped with d 
economical DETROIT C ependable 
D~T gives ~ ontrols. For on]; 
stat with a ~rain~~-=t~xclusive. "thermo­
that " thinks" h d e built-in device 
h a ea sens t 

c anges long bef. ' es emperature 
ore You can d room tempera ture ·u . , an keeps 

comfort and fu I J st right for health 
h e econom R ' t e finest heatin . y. emember 

better than its ~ equ ipment can be n~ 
get the best- . . utomat1c controls so 

insist on DETROIT C ' 
- ontrols. 

~ E"STA8lJSH£0 IN 1677 

\~\ D~Lu~c~ 
DETROll::..@c 

DETROIT 8~C0RP, 

LETTERS continued 

Sirs: 

In our hou ses a ll kitchen s will be in the 
front so Mrs. Hom emaker can see who is at 
th e door and where junior is playing. T hey 
will be eq uipped with garbage di sposers, ex ­
ha ust fans, and p lastic coun te rt.ops. All li vi ng 
ruoms will be to th e rea r with fluorescent­
lighted and double-glazed p icture windows 
overlook in g the rear patio. These homes will 
have automatic warm-a ir heating system s. 
s11 mmer air cond iti oning as an extra, and will 
se ll for $25.900 without cooling. 

There will be fo ur di splay homes fur­
ni shed with well-proportioned furniture . all 
major appli ances and ·landscaped lots. In 
addit ion. there wi ll he a "H"rr"s How X-Ray 
House," to demon,lrale qua li ty cu n,.;truclion. 

Sirs: 

11.orn:wr V. l\IAJ'I . exec . asst. 

lf",.,./11 /fr//, fn c. 
(.'/,.1w/"11d 

We est imal e that al10 11L 68.000 people 
vi,ited our '·Watch thi s Home Grow" hou se. 

Showing people every phase of constrnc­
t io n of u11r ho11 se i11,;till s co nfid ence in it s 
goo d quality. Peop le felt that we were not 
a'd 1amed to show exacL ly what kind of ho11 se 

we we re b11ilding. 

Every week the loan guarantee office r of the 
VA and the VA arc hil ec t and comp li ance 
in s pec tor te ll s how each phase nf the · con­
c;l r11 ction meets or exceeds VA rr q11iremen1 s. 

D11ring the fir sl ten mon th >< t>f 1952. ou r 
firn1 c;o ld 75 hn111 es, ag:ain'J 55 ft>r the same 
period in 1951.. 

TILE COSTS 

Sirs : 

VAL Z1~1~1EHM •\ N. 11residcn.1 

L1111so/id"1,.d fl u111es 
Mi/1111111!.ee 

\\le wcrnld like Lo know where we can buy 
adh esive cement at $3 per gal. (H&H. i\lar. 
·53) F.O.B. New York , and how we can 
stretch 2 gals. to cove r 100 sq. ft. 

IJ11t the really wonderful figure is that a 
111 ec hani c can jn stall 100 sq. [t. of tile in eig ht 
hn11rs. Whil e it is true that a man might get 
that many feet on th e wa ll in that tim e, he 
certainl y ca 111 1C)I g ro11t a 11d c lea n thi s 100 sq. 
Et. wi tho11t ad di11 g: ma11 y adcli1io11 a l ho11rs tu 
the job . 

Elli\ Al:J> D. H1 HLEY. pre.,/d,.111 

T ri1u1g/1 · !Jis1r;/lft1i11g Co . 
!l1a11 chestc•r, N. fl. 

•On a recheck, H&H n11c.l s that on e New Yo rk 
lir111 sells adhe,ives at $3. 10 per ga l. to manv tile 
>'ellers and to its own til e-setting s11hsicliary. A 
l\ew .Jersey til e whol .. ,a ler· as><11 res 11 s that 1 gal. of 
acl he;; iye will .. over 45 lo 50 ' fl· ft. if th e fl oat in;! 
111<"ihocl i" 11 ,ed. T-T e al 'o maintain s that a tile· 
"'" Il er. fa111iliar wi th adl1e·, in •,.; ... an sd 100 >'Cf . ft. 
a day, i11 c ludi11 1! ~ro11ti11/! a11d in:-:tallation of hx. 
Lure:-:, can get as hi gh a :; 120 ~q. ft. a Jay.- En. 
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MODERN MORTGAGES 
A monthly report on important developments in the moderni::;ation of mortgage credit with 

particular emphasis on the e.T/Xlll dir zg potential of the package mortgage, the open-end 

mortgage and the expandable mart gage 

Open-end mortgage: 

up-to-date credit for today's needs 

* A new for m of policy for pro tec tion. of 

mortgagees m.akin g ad d itional mln111 crs 

de1'C/o ped by th e tit le company inrl11des 

a search of the public records and r111 

examin ation of th e original policy . T he 

service pro tects th e mortgag ee again st 

th e possihilit y of any inten;ening liens 

bew >een th e eff ec tive date of th e ori~i­

nal mortgage and the paym ent of s11h­

seq11e11.t addit ional swns. It is availahle 

to all mortgagees in Chicago. T he 

title company also aided in th e develop­

ment of a supplement to existin g m orr­

gages not contm.n1.ng th e open-c11t! 

feature so the same benefit s could be 

ex tended to older mo rtgagors. 

JUNE 1953 

Adel Illinoi ;:: to the grnwin [! list of stat es where th e open-end or additional advance 

mortgage is maki11 g rapid progress. 
Chicago Tille & Trust Co. met the growing need for long-term, low-cost credit 

for home mod erni za tion and repair when it provided title insurance on additional 

advances at low cost. Rates : $10 for a $1,000 advance, $15 for $2,500, propor­

tionate rates for hi gher sums. Since it began to write title insurance at these rates 

in September, 1950 Chicago Title & Trust ha s steadily increased this business: 

last year it processed twice as many suplemental policies as it did in 1951.* 

Almost all the nearly 600 Illinois savings and loan associations (assets : 

over $2 billion) now write the open-end feature into all home mortgages. What 
do lenders think of the open encl? Li sten to offi cers of two of Chi cago 's biggest 
associa ti ons: 

ARTHUR G. ERDMANN, president of 

Bell S avings & Loan, says: 

" In Chi cago th e current fa ctor fo , le rin g 

wid er use of th e ope n-e nd mortgage is tl1 e 

deve lopm ent 0£ titl e protec ti on wh ose rp1alit y 

and security equ al th a t of th e ori gin al loan. 
The cost o f tl1 c additi onal loan i s a rea son· 

abl e fee that se ld o111 exceeds $15 plu s tl1 e 
title co mpan y charge for am ending tl1 e pnli cy 
-anoth er $10 or $15." 

Debt into credit 

" A ctu a 'll y, th e o pen e nd t11r11s cl clit i1ll o 
credit. In tim es past th e mort gage was con­
sid ered a ln1rd en to he ca st o ff when a 

fami ly co 1ild find fund s- if eve r. Th en ca me 
th e monthl y a morti zed mort gage w ith its 
syste mati c r eduction of th e mortga ge elimi­

na tin g th e need for cost ly re fin a ncin g eve ry 
few years. Mo rtga ges providin g for foture 

ad van ces wit liout re fin a ncin g are an e ntirely 
new co nce ption of borrowin g with tli e home 
as sec urity. T hu s, turning r/(' bt in to rr f' dit 

is n ew and a tre mendou s a d va nce in mortga ge 

finan cin g." 

Success assured 

" The open encl is a ss ured of success becau se 
it afford s adva ntages to both borrowe r and 

lend er : the borrower can use th e security 
o f hi s hom e not only to meet th e ori gin al cMt 

of building or buyin g it , but wh en costly 
maintenan ce is necessa ry, he ca n borrow 
again on th e sam e security. Th e lend er who 

mak es an advan ce ca n judge the me rits of 
th e ca se on th e ex peri ence of dealin g with 
th e borrower over a long pe ri od." 

MORTON BODFISH, chairman of the 

board, First Federal Savings & Loan says : 

" 1\ lth o 11 gh tli e use of th e open-end mortga ge 

is ju st becomin g wid es pread , First F ederal 

has pion eered in the fi eld : sin ce th e formin g 
of thi s in s t itution in 1934, th e open-end pro­

vi s ion lia s bee n in se rted into every mort ga ge 
written b y our Lome loan de partment. " 

Task ahead 

" It is ev id ent tha t more needs to be done to 
mak e th e op en-end mortga ge a popular in­

s trnrn ent for prop erty improvement cr edit. 
Tli e prim ar y ta sk ahead is essentially an 
edu cati onal one : too few people are aware 

tl1 a t th e open-end devi ce ex ists or is avail­
able. In our promot ional ac tivit ies we r egard 

the addition al advan ce a s an excellent sal es 
point and use it continua ll y in our adv ertis­
ing and publicity." 

Future purpose 

' ·Lookin g ahead , it is possibl e to see some 

economic and social purpose for the open­
e nd mortgage-not always vi sible at fir st 
glan ce. If its use i s wid espread enough in 

a few year s, it could help take up som e of 
tli t> slack if a r ecession in new hou se pro­

du ction occ urs. Tod ay it ca n and is being 
used a s a feature in th e sal e of new hou ses. 

.. f\s it is in clud ed in more and more Joa ns 

on e" is tin g hom es. it will mean a simul­

tan eo us ex pan sion in th e neighborhood s in 

dan ge r of deterioration. It is highl y probable 
tl1at th e open-end feature conld se rve a s a 
valu able wea pon again st furth er decay in our 
major metropolitan centers." 

95 



Glazing the 

Air-Conditioned Home 
WHY AIR CONDITIONING CALLS FOR SPECIAL 

CONSIDERATION OF WINDOWS 

Windows are possible sources of heat gain in summer , just as 

they m ay was te heat in winter. Tha t's why, in a ir-conditioned 

homes more than ever, windows must be thoughtfully planned 

to give home buyers the comfort they want, and to assure 

efficient and economical operation of the air-conditioning sys tem . 

YOU HAVE THESE CHOICES FOR BETTER HEATING 
AND COOLING: 

1. Resort to old-style, sm all wind ows to reduce hea t loss and 

hea t ga in. 
2. U se . insula ted windows. There are two ways to do this: 

a. Storm sash on all windows the year 'round. 

b. Sealed insulating glass in all windows. 

SMALLER WINDOWS 

Smaller windows have steadily lost favor with architec ts, builders 

and buyers. Home buyers have shown a tremendous and con­

tinued desire for picture windows and window walls. To give 

them sm aller windows would be a backward step tha t is sure to 

run into sales resistance-resistance which would be felt by 

builders, architects, real es tate people and air-conditioning 

people, too. 

INSULATED WINDOWS 

Insula ted windows, the other possibility, are a more logica l and 

saleable answer to glazing for air-conditioning and heating 

economy. With insula ted windows you reduce heat loss in 
winter and heat ga in in summer. T hey save fuel in winter and 

power in summer, and help m ake the house more comfortable 
the year ' round. Consider the two ways of insula ting windows: 

1. Storm Sash is one m eans of window insula tion. T hey can be 

left in all year to provide summer as well as winter insulation. 

But they must be taken down periodically for washing, since dirt 
and moisture will infiltra te be tween them. And storm sash in 

sizes required for today's larger windows are unwieldy. 

Architect Everett V. Welch, Dallas, Texas, used Thermopane insu­

lating glass in this air-conditioned home in Dallas. Says Mr. Welch: 

"This resulted in savings on both heating and air conditioning, first 

from the standpoint of initial cost and second, from the standpoint 

of operational cost". 

glazing is doubly justified . The extra cost is minimized by the 

use of standard size units, standard sash and simpli fied insta lla­

tion m ethods. 

The ta ble below shows Thermop ane' s effec tiveness in cutting 

down heat transfer by conduction and convection from the warm 

to the cold side. Thermoj;ane saves, roughly, h alf of the money tha t 

would be wasted through single glass by these forms of heat 

transfer . 

Winter Summer 
Kind of Gloss Thickness 

U. Value U. Value 
--

Single pane Ya " l.16 l.07 
(plate or sheet) \4 " 1.15 1.06 

- -

I 
-- - - -

Thermopane !12 " ( \4 /1 air space) .65 .61 
(double -pane units) 1 " ( !12 " air space) .58 .56 

NOTE: Heat transmission coefficients (U. values) vary with ranges of temperature. 

Winter U. values above are based on 10° outside temperature, 70° inside tempera­

ture. Summer U. values are based on 95° outside temperature and 80° inside 

temperature. Wind velocity of 15 mph outdoors and normal free air movement 

2. Sealed double glazing allows the use of large windows for inside are assumed in both cases. 
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Two Panes of Gloss 

Blanket of dry air 
insulates window 

d aylight and view without the 

bother of storm sash . More and 

more builders have been putting 

T herm opane * insula ting gl ass in 

medium and low-price homes 

just for its winter benefits. N ow, 

in the a ir-conditioned home, 

these become year-round bene­

fits and the extra cost of double 

HOW TO PLACE WINDOWS IN AIR-CONDITIONED HOMES 

Insula tion, alone, is not enough. Location and exterior shading 

of windows are vita lly important if heating and a ir conditioning 

are to work with m aximum effec tiveness and economy. Energy 

from the sun and sky place by far the bigges t load on a ir­

conditioning systems in homes . T he house should be located to 

m ake maximum use of the sun for winter wa rmth, but must have 
provision for shading certa in windows in summer. 

HOUSE &. HOME 



~-------------------------------------------------------------------

SOUTH WINDOWS 

To make maximum use of solar heating in winter, the house 
should be laid out along an east-west axis, with large windows 
facing south. This brings in the low winter sun for fuel savings 
and comfort. South windows are easily protected from high 
summer sun by a roof extension (so designed that the low winter 
sun enters under it) . The diagrams below show how this works. 
For correct design information for this overhang, see an architect 
or engineer. Most of them are equipped with the necessary guides 
to figure it out for your latitude. 

Sun angle on June 21. Sun angle on December 21. 
This exterior view shows how Archite<I Welch provided a roof 
overhang to shade south windows from the sun in summer. 

WEST WINDOWS 

West windows must be more carefully considered than those on 
other elevations. Due to the buildup of heat through a hot sum- ' 
mer day and the fact that the west elevation is exposed to the low 
afternoon sun, heat transmission through west windows can 
place a great load on the air-conditioning system. There are 
several possible ways to handle the west elevation problem: 

1. Some architects and builders solve 
this problem by placing the porch, 
garage, carport or utility room on this 
side of the house. 

2. If there are large trees on the site 
(or if they can be added) to shade west 
windows, the problem is solved by 
nature. The leaves provide summer 
shade-the bare branches let the 
welcome winter sun come through. 

3. Heat absorbing glass is an effective means of decreasing solar 

heat gain. This blue-green glass is made with a special chemical 
composition which enables . it to absorb solar energy. Much of 
this heat is dissipated back outdoors, so that less load is thrown 
on cooling equipment. For best results in west windows, there­
fore , Thermopane should have heat absorbing glass as the outer 
pane. This heat absorbing Thermopane reduces the heat gain 
through west windows approximately 50% as compared to single­
pane, clear glass windows. This has been determined by calcula­
tions made for west windows at 4 :00 P.M. in summer, when the 
sun is considered to be at its worst angle. By reducing the cooling 
load, heat absorbing Thermoj;ane may even reduce the size of 
the a ir-conditioning equipment required for the home. 

EAST AND NORTH WINDOWS 

North windows rarely present a problem of radiant heat gain. 
Windows in the eastern elevation, if exposed to the morning 
sun, may require shading as suggested for western windows. 
An engineer's or architect's rccornrnenclations should be obtained 
on this. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------
TYPES OF SASH TO USE 

Some architects and builders employ fixed sash in air-conditioned 
homes, relying on the heating and air-conditioning system to 
provide ventilation. In some cases, louvers or other kinds of 
openings are used for supplementary ventilation. Fixed sash are 
usually economical and they do away with the need for insect 
screens in windows. Standard picture window and window wall 
frames are available from a number of manufacturers through 
their dealers-frames of wood or metal. These frames take 
standard sizes of Thermopane insulating glass which is readily 
available from L·O·F Distributors and Dealers. 

However, many people will insist upon having ventilating sash 
in their homes for psychological reasons and because they may 
want to use natural ventilation in the more moderate seasons 
of the year. Their preferences can be satisfied with ventilating 
sash which take standard Thermopane units. These sash, of wood 
or metal, are available in all common types. Your L·O ·F Glass 
Distributor or Dealer can furnish information about them and 

JUNE 1%3 

about standard Thermopane units for them. Or, wr i Le us if you 
wish more complete information on Thermopane, its standard sizes 
and types of sash for it. 

LIBBEY· OWENS· FORD 

af7~/VtU10#v GLASS 

r---------------------------------
1 FREE FOLDER "Glazing the Air-Conditioned Home" 

These two pages are a condensation of a brochure that covers the entire sub· 
ject more fully with additional technical supporting data . We shall be pleased 
to have you send for a copy. 

Libbey• Owens• Ford Glass Co. 

963 Nicholas Bldg., Toledo 3, Ohio 

Please send me a free copy of "Glazing the Air-Conditioned Home." 

l 
I 
l 
l 
l 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
l Address _ ________ _ City _______ State ____ _ 
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"You've got to jump when a nything ::;oes "Tong with th e hea lin g or plu mb in g in o ne of yo ur homes," say 
realt o r Je rry Drobnick and bu il d ing con tractor fi fe! Brauch. " Your homeo 11"11e rs wil l c heerfu ll y wa it a few 
da ys fo r repairs if a hurri ca ne ri ps off a few roo f til es or c1·en if a pane fa ll s ou t of a wind ow - bu t let the 
hea ting p la nt s top, a nd vo u' ll hea r sneams for i111111erlia1e se rvice even at 3:00 A.fl !. That 's why a ll ou r oil 
burners a rc E ureka Wil li ams OIL-0-"tAT I C. We kn ow we can depe nd on E ureka Williams." 

Gurnee Heating Co., Eu reka W illiams dealer anrl 
fl[e lvin Brauc h, Inc., Bu ilding Contractor, have 
worked with Drobn ick Rea lty Co mpany in devel­
oping Park Esta/es, Wa ukega n , Illino is, a com­
munit y of more than 100 homes. 

Dependable, economical gas or o il hea t now­
dependable, eco nomi ca l s ummer air co nditioning 
for the enti re home now or later, at min imum cos t 
-are ass ured by the teaming of OIL-0-MATI C or 
GAS-0- MATIC with AIR-0-MATIC. 

"To avoid service trouble, insure future sales, 
we chose Eureka Williams home heating," say the Drobnick brothers 

Jerry and Joe Drobnick are the enterp ri s ing Drobn ick Realt y Co., Waukega n, Illinois, 
developers of Park Estates, cons isting of more than 100 homes in the $12,500-plus bracket . 
In selecting OIL-0 -MATIC for the reasons given above, th ey also have provided well for their 
futur e and the future of the h omes they are selling today-for AIR-0 -M ATIC, Eureka W illiams' 
all-new home cooling unit, teams up with either OJL- 0 -MATIC or GAS-0 -MATIC to provide 
the answer to progress ive architec ts and builders eager to meet the demand for low-cost, 
year 'round air cond itioning. T hi s is an important selling feature to those thousands of home 
buyers who are budget-limited now, but who plan on future expans ion . 

With AIR-0-MATIC and its team-mates, OIL- 0 -MATIC and GAS-0 -MATIC, comes another 
home-selling advantage: the Eureka Wi lli ams name. Nationall y known and respected for 
decades, Eureka Williams' products are noted for their high quality and engineering 
superiority. They add immeasurably to the value and sales appeal of yo ur homes. 
Send for the full story today. 

Williams Division 

Better.Products, Better Made ~ I~ h~ / 

.98 

OIL-0-MATIC-Complete line of oil-fired 

forced warm-air units and boi ler-burner 

units, for homes of ALL sizes. UL approved. 

GAS-0-MATIC-Complete line of gos­

fired forced warm-air units and gravity 

furnaces, for every size home. AGA and 

UL approved. 

AIR-0-MATIC-Available in 2, 3 and 5 

Ion capacity units for smallest to largest 

home. For basement, utili ty room or attic 

installa tion. Five-year warranty. 

Williams Division . Eureka W ill iams Corporation HH ·6 
Blooming ton, Illinois 
Please send me free lite rnt ur r, and spec ifications on : 

0 OIL-0-MATIC 0 GAS-0-MAT!C 0 AIR-0-MATIC 

TYPE OF BUSINESS--------------

ADDRESS _________________ _ 

CITY ___________ _:,TATc._ ____ _ 
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P. E. Guerrero, p hotos 

JUNE 1953 

IN THIS STRANGE AND WONDERFUL HOUSE 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT AGAIN . CHALLENGES A DOZEN FIXED IDEAS 

Some men grow timid as they grow older - others gain confidence . Only 
Wright's supreme confidence, at the age of 84, made this house possible : a 
house that will be praised, talked about - and argued over - as no other 
Wright house since Falling Water. A house that nobody who has seen 
these pictures will ever forget . 

And that, of course, is the point . In building a house that looks, from some 
angles, like a Gila monster or a rattlesnake, Wright is not trying to say that 
everybody should live in a Gila monster or a rattlesna ke. He is simply drama­
tizing some very important ideas, and making very sure that nobody can 
ignore them. 

Wright's ideas have changed the course of architecture for more than 60 
years. They have changed it because the ideas were so challenging in them­
selves, and they have changed it because Wright knew how to drive the ideas 
home forcefully and dramatically. In this house for his son, Dav id, there are 
more ideas and there is more drama. Some of the ideas are listed on the 
next pages; the drama speaks out of every picture. 
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THESE ARE SOME OF THE PRINCIPLES WRIGHT HAS DRAMATIZED IN THIS HOUSE OF COILS AND CIRCLES: 

1. The principle that any material, however hum­

ble, should be treated with respect - and that it 

pays to do so 

For example: the humble, standard con­
crete block will sparkle like a precious stone 
if you treat it right. It can easily be decorated 
(as Wright showed years ago) or it can be left 
plain, as he has shown in this house. So long 
as you acknowledge its true qualities and let 
the material speak for itself, you cannot go 
far wrong. Wright was greatly assisted in this 
demonstration by his son David, who is the 
area representative for the "Vibrapac" con­
crete block machines, and acted as his own 
contractor. He p·roved his father's contention 
that the standard block was one of the most 
flexib le materials known to American building. 

The block, far from appearing cheap or 
crude, proved also to be an exceedingly hand­
some bui lding material. Since each block is 
really tangential to the large circles of the 
plan, the curved walls of straight block have as 
many different faces as a cut stone, and the 
rough texture is given added emphasis by dif­
ferences in light and shade between adjoining 
concrete blocks. 

Where the blocks are exposed to the weather, 
they have been waterproofed with a si I icone­
base paint. The decorative frieze around a ll 
floor s labs was specially cast in handmade 
aluminum forms; these patterned blocks dem­
onstrate yet another possible use for one of 
Wright's favorite materials. 

2. The principle that the straight line is often 

just a shortcut used by "paper-architects" 

For example: a room of curves and wide 
angles is likely to be much more friendly than 
a room of straight lines and 90° angles - the 
"embrace" versus the "strait-jacket." Wright 
be li eves that Nature (and man) abhors the 
box (or prison cell). He has always broken 
through the box - through its corners (with 
his early corner windows), through its lid (with 
his roof-ceilings, skylights, clerestories, vaults), 
and through its sides and bottom (with his 
glass walls and his changes in floor level). Now 
he has destroyed it completely, for there is lit­
erally no 90° angle in the plan of this house . 
He was able to destroy it completely because 
he found that concrete blocks were almost 
as easy to lay in curves (with reference-radii 
and templates) as in straight lines. All you have 
to do is use short blocks for tight curves, and 
standard rounded blocks for circular piers. 

1908 

1915 

1928 

CONCRETE BLOCK PATTERNS: Wright's Coonley 

house wall (top) was finished with o stucco orna­

ment and tile inserts. The resulting pattern 

foreshadowed later walls of patterned concrete 

block, e .g. those at Midway Gardens ( 1914), the 

simi lar blocks in the 1915 Warehouse (center) 

ond the famous we ll s used in the Millard house 

(bottom.) David Wr ight feels that many pat­

terned blocks con be mass-p roduced, provided 

the pattern is designed within the limitations 

imposed by concrete block machinery. 

1896 

CURVED FORMS: In one of hi s earliest structures, 

the "Romeo ond J uliet" windmill (top), Wright 

broke away from the 90 ° ang le, des igned o 

building that is a n "embrace of lozenge and 

polygon." Since that time, in such famous struc­

tures as the Johnson Wax offices <center) and 

the Morr is store (bottom), Wright has further 

exp loited the possibilities of dynamic form ond 

space. Soon to come: the g iant co il for Manhat­
tan's Guggenhe im Museum. 

1936 

1948 



WALKING UP THE MAIN RAMP (above) you poss by 

the almond-shaped pool on t he left and profuse ly 

colorful beds of fl owe rs on the ri g ht . As you walk 

up to the main floor and around the patio your 

views cha nge with eve ry st ep, and the exc iting com-

position of architectu re and nature unfo lds grad ­

ually before you r eyes. Below: view of house showing 

second romp (left) swi nging around kitchen towe r 

and up to roof terrace. Decorative block frieze 

expresses fl oor s lobs throughout. 
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WRIGHT'S NEW IN-LINE PLAN IS BENT AND RAISED UP INTO THE AIR FOR BETTER VIEWS WITHIN AND WITHOUT 

3. The principle that a house is something you 

experience by living in it, not by looking straight 

at its "facade" 

For example: this house is full of surprises 
as you walk through it . You cannot understand 
it all at first glance (as you con understand 
the "box"). You constantly discover more views, 
within and without . You discover more moods, 
as the I ight changes. (You con have the I ight 
come in through the windows at night as well 
as in daytime, as Wright hos shown here.) You 
discover that the house hos a I ife of its own, 
and you learn to respect the house as you would 
any living organism. 

This house hos on "in-line pion" unlike any 
other done to dote. Wright invented the straight 
"in-line pion" a long time ago. It was and is 
a good pion - well organized, expressive, struc­
turally sensible. B~t it hos one frequent dis­
advantage: views from all rooms ore more or 
less alike . Wright hos now solved this problem 
by bending the "in-line pion" so that every 
pie-shaped room opens out toward its own 
view, and the corridor looks short and is short. 

4. The principle that a house must grow out of its 

natural setting 

For example: this house rises ever so slowly, 
ever so gently out of the desert until it is high 
up in the a ir, high enough to get the best views 
over the tops of surround ing citrus groves. It 
is not (as Wright puts it) a "trolley car on tooth­
picks" but a port of the desert, a plant that 
grows out of the earth and turns its face to­
ward the sun. Quite on achievement : a house 
on piers and yet rooted to the soil, a house as 
light as air and yet as secure looking as a 
desert rock. 

STRAIGHT IN-LINE PLAN, as in Lloyd Lewis house, 1940 (above), 

was an important Wright innovation, affected house planning throughout the U.S. 

CURVED IN-LINE PLAN (be low) of David Wright house 

has additional advantages of changing views, short corridor, 

pie-shaped rooms that open out toward landscape. 

INSIDE BALCONY of living room (below) overlooks 

patio, opens up view toward Camelback Mountain 

half a mi le to the north. Left: view down into patio 
from tap of main ramp. 



LIVING-ROOM CEILING, li ke ceilings and all wood­

work in rest of house, is of red Philippine mahogany, 

fo ll ows in sw irling pattern the curves of the pion . 

House hos v irtuall y no freestanding lamps, is illumi­

nated at night with recessed ceiling fixtures. Some 

of these ore in outs ide roof overhangs, shine bock 

into room to recall rays of sun eve n at night. Result: 

a furniture layout designed for daytime lighting will 

serve just as we ll at night. 

LIVING-ROOM FIREPLACE hos concrete block lintel 

made of U-shaped blocks f ill ed with reinforced con­

crete. Curved, 24' long concrete block "va lance" 

that sweeps across chimney is simila rly constructed. 

.1\11 photos b y P. E. Guerrero 

DOUBLE-HEIGHT KITCHEN is typical Wright detail, 

gives sma ll circular pion a sense of spac iousness, 

and permits cooking odors to escape from work area. 

Note beautiful cabinetwork throughout this house. 
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EVERY WRIGHT HOUSE is full of ima g inative 
structural detai ls: where necessary, Wright's 
concrete block serves as formwork for rein­
forced concrete columns and beams. The heavy 
piers are shafts of standard block filled with 
concrete (they support a daring cant ilever floor 
- see opposite). And the fireplace lintels are 
U-shaped blocks fil led with concrete also 
(result: no visible lintels, little formwork to 

throw away). 
Where others wou ld sense a raft of problems 

in a curved house, Wright saw many oppor­
tunities: for example, straight window units 
are tangential to the curved walls below them, 
thus create a series of in-and-out-going reliefs 
and shadows. For another: the straight block 
laid according to curved templates has a tight 
joint on the inside, a wide joint outs ide. Result: 
a wall texture that has the g litter of a many­
faceted cut stone. A third example: the curved­
and-pitched roof (ordinarily a hair-raising prob­
lem) becomes for Wright an opportunity to 
create a lovely pattern of diagonal "fo lds" in 
the copper sheets, a pattern of triangles and 
diamonds that adds another dimension to the 
sheltering roof. And Wright leads you up to 
the roof for a good look at it, too. 

Like many a Wright house in the past, this 
one wil l grow handsomer stil l with the years. 
Already the stroll up the ramp is a procession 
past bright flower beds; already the bougain­
villea is beginn ing to creep across the exterior, 
up the tre l I ised overhangs. And a I ready the 
gardens below the house are in ful I bloom, their 
beds partly retained in a straight rectangular 
wal l - an excellent foil for the curves. 

Wright's houses weather wel l, not only be­
cause he covers them with p lants and f lowers; 
they weather well also because he controls the 
way they wi 11 weather. The decorative frieze 
around the floor slabs of the house is a case 
in point: it serves as a drip for torrential rains, 
prevents the stains and cracks that ruin so 
many badly built houses. 

But it is not only its original detailing, its 
startling plan and its dramatic spaces and 
forms that make this such an exceptional 
house. Every onlooker, however unsympathetic, 
will be moved in some way by this extraordi­
nary, symbolic gesture of a father toward his 
son - the older man's arm around the younger 
man's shou lder. 

Many architects wil l be moved by this, and 
some may be moved to copy the forms and 
emulate the Wright ian fantasy, with results 
that are bound to be disastrous. "Romance," 
says Wright, "like the word beauty refers to 
a quality" to be found only in originals. 

CURVED CORRIDOR is short and looks shorter be­

cause you do not see all of it from any one spot, 

thus avoids "Pullman-car look" of some bedroom 

wings. Wolk-down curved passage opens up succes­

sion of surprise views all along the way. 

CURVED BEDROOM is "prow" of house (or head of 

"rattlesnake"), hos magnificent views across citrus 

groves and toward mountains. Fireplace in bedroom 

is similar to that in living room . 

PROW OF HOUSE is daringly cantilevered bedroorr 

that projects out over foot of romp. Note the pleat~ 

in the copper roof, the deep projection of thin-edgec 

eaves. Few pictures better show Wright's success ir 

marrying the light grace of on air-borne structun 

and the solid repose of a home that is port of th< 
grounds around it. 

HOUSE & H<1MI= 



BEDRO O M GALLERY 

CON RE}E BLOCK PIE R 

' ' 
[_~---~-==-------=--==-=-.=-=--=-~-=--=-~:l--i._ 

TYPICAL SECTION shows deep cantil eve rs, air-con­

ditioning ducts, arrangement of concrete block 

courses. Cantilevered floor rests on elongated piers; 

these are continued upward to roof structure in 

form of c ircular columns. Note receding concrete 

block courses that emphasize swee p of hori zontal 

joints. House is a ir conditioned fo r desert li ving . 



HS, APR. '53 John Yeon, architect 

Museum of Modern Art 

Let's include 
everybody • 1n 

. \nll'ri!'c 

1no 

The way to get the best house for Americans 

is to consider all good architect ideas-

regardless of "style/' time, or country of origin 

One of the many remarkable things about freedom is that it pays 
off. Take freedom of information, for instance--the freedom to 
exchange and circulate valuable ideas from all over the world. 

Well, in architecture that particular freedom pays off in a spec­
tacular way: when Mr. and Mrs. North America buy a Levitt 
house, for example, they buy not only the considerable talent of 
Designer Al Levitt; they also get, as a free bonus, several dozen 
brave ideas first pioneered by great architects from all over the 
world-from Taliesin, Wis. to Paris, France; from the San Fran­
cisco Bay area to Dessau, Germany. They get this bonus because, 
in the free world, there are no travel restrictions on ideas. 

Let's compare this, for a moment, with the way things are man­
aged in a typical police state: there architects are forced to stick 
to native ideas; there they are denounced as threats to the nation 
if they take a furtive glance across its borders. You think we're 
fooling? Listen to this, from Pravda: " His slavish deference to 
the decadent art of architecture in America is a slander of Soviet 
art and on our building industry . . . reactionary bourgeois archi­
tecture ... hopeless impasse ... formalistic perversions .. . box­
like, soul-less building . . . proverty of spirit and nihilism." And 
then the naughty nihilists suddenly stop living at the old address. 

But was the old address worth Ii ving at in the first place? 
A house is only as good as its design-and chances are that a house 
developed by the best brains of several continents will be a great 
deal better than a house cooked up by a bunch of politicians who 
all carry the same party card. 

We started to feel so good about our great fortune, our great 
world-wide architectural heritage, that we decided a few weeks 
ago to put our theory to a simple test. We took the past year's 
issues of a popular women's magazine-House Beautiful (circ.: 
630,000)-and went through these back numbers to see where 
many of the ideas shown originated. After several hours of his­
torical sleuthing, we started feeling even better and made some 
notes (see the next few pages) . 

Now these notes are not supposed to suggest that Architect Smith 
cribbed his house from Architekt Schmidt, or that l'Architecte 

MIES VAN DER ROHE, 1929 

Lebrun plagiarized Architect Brown . All we think we proved is 
that a few brave pioneers in all parts of the world-led by our 
own Frank Lloyd Wright-have done something very impressive 
about architecture. They have estab lished a new climate in West­
ern architecture-a climate in which Architects Smith and Lebrun 
have been able to work happily ever after. And their work, of 
course, was bound to be quite a bit like some of the things that 
the brave pioneers sweated and fought and went hungry for a 

generation or two earlier. 
Is Architect Smith using open plans? If so, take a bow, Frank 

Lloyd Wright (and keep on taking bows for most of the things we 
take for granted today). Is Architect Jones using freestanding 
fireplaces with exposed asbestos flues? If so, we thank you , 
M. Le Corbusier. Is Architect Brown talking about standardization 
and prefabrication of storage units? Then let's give a big hand 
to Professor Gropius and his Bauhaus. Does Architect Black 
believe that elegance in houses- as in well-tailored suits-can 
be achieved by quiet and precise understatement? Then three 
cheers (or should we say dignified applause?) for Mies van der 
Rohe. Does Architect White like to join his indoor and outdoor 
spaces? Well, he couldn't like it better than Frank Lloyd Wright, 
Richard Neutra-or the Japanese architects of 400 years ago. 
And does the American home owner like all of these things? If 
he does, he is a very lucky guy, because he is living in a country 
where nobody- but nobody- can tell him that one kind of archi­
tecture is subversive and another kind is " loyal," that one kind 
of archi tecture is a threat to our way of life, and another kind 
is "American." 

Where were we? Oh yes-we were talking about Honse Bean­
tif nl, a popular magazine that decided , not so long ago,"". to 
follow the leadership of the professional press and promote good 
modern architecture. And here are some of the interna tional 
ideas that HB's subscribers have been looking at during the past 
18 months (quotes are from House Beautiful) : 

*House Beau.ci/ul did not publish modern houses consistently until about 1947 



Ma ynard Parker 

HS, JAN. '52 Ben Gage ho11sc 

Maynard Parl~er 

HS, JULY '52 

Alfred Parker, architect 

Joe i'f.fonroe 

QFRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 1941 

Angled comer-fireplac 

cut off by slo11i11 g roof plan e. 

Maynard Parker 

. I 
• " ~ 

HS, JAN. '52 Harry Blackmun house LE CORBUSIER, 1929 

"The pass-thro11{<h counter .. . 

storage space abo·i·c .. . 

is accessible from both sides.'" 

f,c Corbusier's 1929 desi~n lonl:s 

rr11111rk11bly similar. 

HS, FEB. '52 Danforth Compton, design er 

"New wing (added to Co1111ecticut stone house) 

reflects new way oj life." 

GROPIUS & BREUER, 1940 

No te similarity of Compto11 pla11 above 

to Gropius & Breuer plari of 1940. 

HS, MAR. '52 Roger Rasbach , des igner 

"Lo ft y ceiling + low fumiwre = big room." 

FRA·NK LLOYD WRIGHT, 1924 

Wright's fireplaces are the "heart" of the house, 

often in the center of 

a hexagonal or octagonal living space. 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 1925 

Wright proved it 

30 years ago in his own living room. 
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Maynard Parker 

HS, APR. '52 Anshen & Allen, architects 

© Ezra Sloller 

LE CORBUSIER, I 935 

No te similarity of facade rlivisiuns 

in California house, left, and 

L e Carbusier's fa11101ts 

wood-and-ston e villu at Mot/l(·s. 

Maynard Parker 

HS, JULY, '52 Henry Eggers, architect 

MIES VAN DER ROHE, I 930 HS, FEB. '52 Minoru Yamasaki: , architect 

" ... Th is luminous room. . .. 

as clean and fresh as a snow crystal." 

Critics have long been equally enthusiastic 

about Mies' Tugendhat house. 
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Maynard Parke~ 

HS, FEB. '52 Rosedale Nurseries 

"Plant an air conditioner . . . 

plant trees, shrubs, and vines in the right lor-ation.s." 

As, for example, 

in. front of this early glass wall by 

MIES VAN DER ROHE, I 932 

Maynard Parker 

HS, OCT. '52 Elroy Webber, architect 

"The house uses .. _ 

wood, nati .. •;e stone and flagstone." 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 1937 

Note expressive roof structure, 

glass gable end, shell erin g overhangs 

-all introduced by Wright . 

MARCEL BREUER, I 936 

Breuer'.' pavilion at Bristol, England, was 

an. early example of this trend . 

HOUSE &. HOME 



.Maynard Parker 

HS, AUG. '52 Welton Becket, architect 

© Ezra Stoller 

HS, JULY '52 Twitchell & Rudolph, architects 

"Suspension roof is flexible." 

MENDELSOHN & CHERMAYEFF, 1935 

Mirrored walls are a good device 

to make dressing rooms 

or foyers look bigger-

as these architects discuvered. 

HS, OCT. '52 Welton Becket, architect 

" ... The pool ... flows under the glass wall 

onto the terrace beyond." 

A IW I~ 
RICHARD NEUTRA, I 942 

Neutra showed in his fa171ou s Nesbitt House 

how it could be done. 

LE CORSUSIER, I 937 

As in Le Corbusier's Pavillon des Temps Nouveaux 

built for the Paris Exposition of 1937. 

HS, MAY, '52 Tho/7/as Church, landscape architect 

"Inform.al arch itecture never puts on airs." 

HANS ARP, I 935 

Even when its ancestry is a proud one, 

includes the granddaddy of the free farm, 

Painter-Sculptor Hans Arp. 

JUNE 1953 

Maynard Parker 

HS, OCT. '52 Elroy Webber, architect 

GROPIUS & TAC, FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 

MIES VAN DER ROHE, LE CORSUSIER, ancestors 

Projecting fireplace hood-a TAC trademark 

(see 1947 example) ; 

chimney streaked with rays of sunshine-see Wright 

( 1938 example) ; 

"modernized Chinese" table-see Mies (1930) ; 

for chair, see Le Corbusier (1929) . 

Result: an American interior! 

Em.die Danielson 

© Ezra Stoller 

II I 
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HS, JAN. '53 Altec Lansing installation 

HB, FEB. '53 Alexander Girard, architect 

LE CORBUSIER, 1940 

Sensitive Des1:gner Girard 

selected from wealthr reserm ir 

of modern movement 

SERGE CHERMAYEFF, 1937 and LE CORBUSIER, 1935 in designing his own house. 
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Railio-ph o11ograph built iuto storage 1rnll­

as Cherm.aye/j did it in his own house in 1937, 

an d L e Corb usier did it 

at a Brussels exhibition Lwo years earlier. 

HS, MAR. '53 Samuel Marx, architect 

J. L. SERT (pres. of C.l.A.ili.) , 1948 

The concept of a large, squared-of] upper story 

resting on a smaller, recessed base 

originated with Le Corbusier in the twenties . 

Here is a recent example 

by Le Corbusier's associate,]. L. Sert. 

HS, FEB. '53 A lexander Girard, architect 

" . .. Beauty in old boards und driftwood. 

an excit i11g, abstract pattern." 

BAUHAUS, 1920s 

Girard's handsome mural is reminiscent 

of early Bauhaus exercises 

with patterns, text.ures a11d colors. 



HB, DEC. '52 Thomas Chnrch, lanilscupc 11rchi11·1·1 

'·You can double or triple yo11r living space 

hy converting your garden 

into a big, roofless living ruum . . 

RICHARD NEUTRA, I 936 

Ncutra has dem onstraled it well 

in his "roofless /i1·;11g ron111" for V 011 Stt•r11!1crg. 

HB, MAR. '53 Ralph Zimmernwn, architcc/ 

PIET MONDRIAN, I 92 I 

Recent critics have denounced the painter Jllundrian's impact 

on modern architecwre. House Beautiful frequently documents it, 

called this house "a little gem." 

JUNE 1953 

HB, MAR. '53 L11is Dewit/sun , dc.<ig11<'r 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 1922 

Note Designer Dai·idson's ad111.ira1ion 

for fl7 right's n·ork, 

whose Big Tree Typ e Ca/,in lf'as a furernnncr 

of the Dai:idson design. 

M<1J 1wrcl Parker 

HB, APR. '53 .Tohn Yeon, arch ilect 

'·How rou U'ilL live in 1he nex t America." 

KATSURA PALACE, 1590 

Architect Yeon's beautiful house is close in spirit 

to Japan's Katsura Palace of 350 years ago. 
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HS, APR. '53 lnduu r-uuttluor /11r11it11rc , vurious 1l1..:sig11t:rs 

HB, APR. '53 Lawrenn· l/ 11lwi11. landscape architect 

.. The garden of th e 11ex t A merica" . 

=~::::::.:: ... :':.::. ~=: ~'";.·::.. ::. :. ... :. ~ ~· 
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, ___ ......_, --........ .... ,, .... ~ .... !. , _ . ........ ~ 
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BAUHAUS, 1925 

Jlluch of our present tubular steel. 

rilw11i11um. or wruu.ght-imn furnilllrc originated 

in Germ.w1 y's Bauhaus in th e twenties. 

OSCAR NIEMEYER, 1942 

s1·e111s a Lui Li/re this lsl1111d /{ es taura11t 

i11 the /H l'> Clll S o11tl1 A111 cricu-

designeil by L e Curbnsier's brillia11 t 8J'tlziliun disciple. 

Dappri c.: lt 

HB, MAY '53 Harwell Harris. des ig11 er 

"A perfect expression u/ urga11ic Ueuuly." 
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lfl11 yn,. Aflfl1 cw.~ 

BERNARD MAYBECK, 1912 

l /arn .,·ll'H11 rris lws lirilliu11lly c1111 li1111ed 

in th e great tuulitiun 

initiated by the Greene:; and iHa ybedc. 

HB, APR. '53 

lf1ulfgu11g Langcwie:;che. de:; in ger 

. Firepluce:; 1ha1 are open 

u11 lwu ur eren three ~ ides"~ 

with fr ees tanding flu es . . . 

n" co .. us .. R, ,.,, 

as 111 111a11y 

of Le Curb aoicr's 

earlies t de.signs. 

HOUSE & HOME 



We may have missed dozens of examples and- in a ll likelihood­

th ere are o ther and earli er precedents for man y of the examples 

we d id p ick . But th e point is thi s: hen• is a popular American 

fami ly magazin e tha t dea ls with h ouses- a nd Lhi s magazin r has 

lwen pub li shin g a lo t of ideas fr om a'll over th e 11 orld th at seemed 

fearfull y rso teric a nd farfetc hed n ot so long ago, wh rn only a 

few people like Frank Lloyd Wright dared lo proposr Lh r m. a 11d 

only a f ew peopl r (likr th r German P uhli shrr W asm111h _ i11 101 1) 

dared to p ubli sh th em . 

Naturall y, th r wo rk o l' a pion err somelirnes ser ms ex lrenw. Tha l 

is one of ihe thin gs 1h a 1 makes h im a pio11er r. Mo rro ,·er li e 11111\· 

find it necessary al Lim es lo dra mali ze a nrw irlr a i11 or rl r r lo 

make peoplr s iL 11p a nd lakr 11 o li cr. T ha l is wh y suffra!£f' llt'~ 

tossed th em selves i n front of the kin g's h orses and th at is wh;­

Lindbergh crossed the Atlant ic. W' hen \\' r ig ht bui lds a magnifi­

ce nt house over a waterfall h e doesn ' t m ean that everybody ought 

to li ve over a waterfall - h e is dramati zin g hi s ideal o f organi c 

architecture inseparabl e from na ture. And when M ies van der Roh f' 

builds a g lass box, lw does not m ean th at rveryone shou l d build 

g lass houses on 7S' lo ts-h e is dramati zin g hi s no ti ons of st ru c ture. 

space; frerdo m a n d si mpli ci ty . A nd be fore lo ng. t·hrse dramatic 

examples begin to a ff rc t ever y home in A mrr ica. 

No onr has m a rl r 1hi s clPa rrr th an H011 sf' BN1111 ifu/'s ahl r a nrl 

dynami c Nlit o r. Jn h r r Oc lolw r 1952 iss ur sh r li ~ l rrl lr n s ig ns 

of "a bas ic s l yle shift go in g on rvrr ywh er r in ·A m r ri ca." Hrr c 

arf' h er mos t· impor la n1- " signs" : 

~ "Watclt for t!t P domi11atio11 of arclii!Pc/ural clr>sign 0·1•f'r tltf' fur­
nishings .. . tlt f' domino/inn of tlt f' co11 1ain r>r O'Pf'r t!t f' ro11 1ai11 f' d ." 
Or, as Le Corb usirr sa id in 192.'i: ' -A m·w te rm has rep la r:r d tlw 

old worrl 'furnilu rr'. .. . T h a t n rw Lr rm is 'rquipmrnl '. _ . . 

S tandardized. fitt r rl cuphoarrl s. built int o th r wall s or susprnrlrd 

from them ... ha vr rr·placrd all th r innumrrahl r var iPli rs of 

superannuated fornilurr th a t werr known hy ha lf' -a -liundrr d 

different namrs .... -' Hr rli rl th r Salon d'A 111omnf' inl r riors in 

1929 to demon slra lr th e " domination of ihe conl a in r r ovrr th e 

con I a i iwcl." 

~ "Watclt for t!t e gradual disappr'arancf' of t!t P npaq11 1' f'X /Prinr 
imll and t!t f' arriJl(fl of i!t f' lig/1/ f' nf'd glass 71'(/IL ... t!tr• 11i.rnal 
fct:/ f'ns ion of tltr• room l1l'yond it s r('({L lim i/s _"- As. indeed. Mirs 

va n der Rohe cl r m ons lra ted in hi ::: h ousrs over th r pas t :-\0 yra r~ ­

Th r lates t demons! ral ion is I he Fa rns ll'orl h ho use nea r Chi cago _ 

JUN E 1953 

~ "Watch for the strong trend toward textures"-initiated many, 

many years ago by Frank Llo yd W ri ght , r rv ivrd in other idi oms 

recrntl y by men like Marcf'l Breuer. whose 19:16 B ri s tol Pavi li on 

sh ows i l ll' e 11. 

~"Watch for ... pr'oplc ... usin g outdnor furniture bot!t fr1sicfr 
and out . . .... Muc h of th e tubul ar s tee l, tu bular a luminum a nd 

wrou ght-iron furniture so usPrl was ori g inally developed at th e 

11auhaus, in 1925 (srr opposite). 

~ "IJ7 rtlrh for, in fr ees/anding / urnilure, flowing , sculpturPd lines 
and /ranspar r. ni:y of construrtion ''- as_ for exampl e. in th e fur­

niture desig ned ever s in ce 1940 b y Ch a rl es Eam rs. Ho11sf' BNm­
tiful, in ihe Oc tober 1952 edit o ri a l. sa id th a t Lhe trend loward 

fl ow i11 g. sr 11lplurrcl lines anrl lran~ pa r <' n cy of const ructi on " is 

one of th r mos t rxrilin g of all th e n rw charac tr ri s ti cs ." 

~ "Watch fur tlt e incrf'asi11g im portana of outdoor S/XtcPs around 
t!t f' !t ous1·." - Frank Lloyd W ri ght ha s show n th r ir importance 

for m a ny rl rca drs. A r ecrnt rxarn pl r o f' 0111d oo r spaces well usrd 

h y a ro nl r mporar y a rchit rc t is thi s Pa lm S prin gs h o usr h v 

R irharrl Nr11tra ( l 947). 

~ "W(//('/1 !t ow jJ f'O p/(' (tr(' f'XNc ising F BEE TASTE, mi:r.ing good 
1!1ings regardlf'ss of tlte ruli•s _ T!t f'y are hrin ging togp /}1 r,r t!tings 
iltf'y Ii/;;(' / ram all jJl'riods, all conntries and 11/I c11l111 rf's." 

"Wrll. th a l is whal wr a rc wal chin g loo- a nd we are rl r li gh1 rcl 

with ii-. Thrrr is pl r nl y of room in Amrr ira for icl ras " from all 

pr riod s, all counlri rs anrl a ll c 11ll11rrs ." P lr nl y of room . a nrl 

lllr nl ) o f neecl- th at is, if we want th e h es t p ossibl e ho11sr for 

A nwrica ns. 

T hal bes t poss ibl e h ouse h as go t Lo h e a 11 " inl r rn a tion al " ho11 sr, 

in th r se nse Lh a l il s ideas will he corn in g from all over th r world. 

A nd j11 s l as A mr ri ca was maclr h y p rop le fr om al l ovrr ih r world 

so 1l1 r A mr ri can ho 11 sr will rmrrgc f rom a nwllin g pol o-f icl rns . 

So wr say wi th apolog it'.S lo M r. Sa m Gold wy n: "Lr1-'s inel11cl e 

rve ry hndy in ''. Ancl le t's repay 1h r co mpliment· p::iirl morr th a n 
11.0 years ago lo our Frank Lloy d W ri ght_ a proph r l with ou t hon o r 

in hi s own co untry 1hen , wh om the C:e rm ans an cl th e D 11l ch wrre 

ihe firs t· lo reco~ni ze for th e genius h e was and is. Lrt's r epay tl1 a 1· 

complim ent wh r nrvrr we ca n , lo th osr who WPre rl Pnoun rrrl h y 

!he ir nalive di c ta tors (of las t!' a nd o-f politi c~ ) a nd wh o camr lo 

th e US, th r tracli1ional havrn o f' f'r rr m e n a nd f'rer iclPas. 
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How to sell a $30,000 house: 

Why should a buyer pay $30,900 for a ] ,560 sq. ft. house 

if lie can find a larger house for $10,000 le:-;:=;? 

To thi s blunt question two New York architects, who 

turned merchant builders, have an equally blunt answer: 

in thi s price class do not try to compete with cheaper 

hou ses. Go after the buyer who can aff orcl an even more 

expensive house by packing your plan with so man y cus­

tom features it will have a $:~5,000 look. 

For other builders the lesson of these handsome Split Rock Ridge 
houses is tha t buyers will pay ex tra lo gel indi vid ualit y and what 
they think of as "custom house" features. Fo r othf'r a rch itects 
who ha ve designed houses and look forward wit h pl ea~ ure to 
building from their own plans, \lincc>nt F urno and Bern a rd Har­
rison say wit h emphasis: "Come on in. the watc>r 's fin e."' They 
are having so much fun as builders of th eir first projec t that they 
have bought more la.nd and will put up 80 spli t leve ls of a new 
type they have just developed. For a skPtch. see p. 121. 

I I/, 

At Split Rock Ridge near Oyster Bay, Lon g Island. the two 
architects bought 5-1· acres- enough land for a loop street and for 
44 houses on one-acre or larger plots, as the site plan oppos ite 
illustrates. After a s lo w start last fa ll , thev so ld l(> houses hv 
May 15, not a boom by any means but a satisfactory sale in this 

price class for thei r first venture. 
Long Island house buyers with $30.000 Lo spend ha\·(' a wid e 

choicr, as num rro us large- and small-volume builders work ~ n th is 
class. Jn CO!';[ per sq uare foot, Furno & Harrison are about in the 
middl r of the group. But they have one adva!ltage over many of 
thrir competitors. From their design practice, the two a rchitec ts 
kn ow that in this price class people want a combination of fea tures 
whi ch add up to good li ving. Space is not th r onl y an;;wer. The 
comhination at Split Rock Ridge is unique. No one elsr ha!'; a 
contemporary house that fits on its fu ll acre of beautifull y wooded, 
rolli ng land so well that it looks li ke a custom design. 

What sells a $30,900 house? 

"In this pr ice class," says Salesman Richard Place, "indiv iduality 
is someth ing every buyer expects. While we have a basic house, 
we can give buyers a lot of custom-tailored features ." Buyers 
may have three, four or five bedrooms, several dining-room ar­
rangements, such extras as a TV room. porch, maid 's room. 
multipurpose room. A large basement may be finished as desired. 

Of the many attractive features of the house, the living room 
undoubtedly has the strongest sales appeal. It is 231h' x 18lh' 
in size but appears much larger. When a visitor steps into the entry 
hall he gets a long-range view out through a large east window. As 
he moves around a head-height coat closet into the main part of the 
living room he looks out through a south window wall (see photo 
p. 118) which carries his eye past a terrace and out to distant 
trees. This end of the house is si ted so there is always a pleasant 
view from the roof-high window. It never looks out to another 
house. A feeling of spaciousness is encouraged by the high ceiling 
and also because the architects painted one wall dark blue, the 
other a light brown to make the walls seem farther apart. 

Photos: {j) E:.ra Stoller, court esy of llouse Beautiful 

The entire 54, acres are such bea utiful land, and houses are so far 
apart, that nearly every window frames a vif'll'. ' ·\fhen you look 
out of the picture windows yo u reall y see a picture" said one buyer. 

The big windows in the living room were a li abi lity until the 
display house was decorated. Once the room was furni shed it be­
came so popular that ano ther mode>! with th r same size living room 
but without the high win dows did not sell at all. People want 
glass when it is used sensib ly, when i t do es not crea te a privacy 
problem and when women can see how to cur ta in it. 

Large windows in the bedrooms are also in direct contrast to 
the trend to high, strip windows wh ich shut out both li ght and 
view. The master bedroom is of generous size, 14' x 19'-9" plus 
an 8'·6" x 6' dressing room and a bathroom, and its bank of win­
dows opens up the room to the view, makes the room seem even 
larger. The entire bedroom wing can be shut off from the rest of 
the house. A good-sized hall in the center of the bedroom wing 
also adds a feeling of spaciousness and luxury to the house. 



give it a $35,000 look 

The· livi11 g-k iLcli e11 is popular lwc.;aust' Lhe di11i11g area is large 
e 11 011gh lo srn t s ix peop le a11d has a \l'idc window (~ee p. 119) . I t 
is such a pkasa 11 t spo t 110 family would be ashamed Lo cat i11 Lh e 
kiLchen. The kitchen is close to front door and service door lead­
in g to Lh e garage and terrace. 

A carefully planned ouidoor terrace g ives the house real distinc­
tion . At the sou lh end of Lhe house, it is in a sun pocket protected 
from north winds by the house and Lhe garage. A fence gives it 
privacy from the stree t. The base price includes a barbecue in 
the big chimney, but the flagstone terrace costs $450 extra. 

Among the many amenities which spell good living to fami lies 
in this price class are the two de luxe bathrooms, shoe racks in 

closets, large storage areas including garage and basement, a 

basement recreation room with paneled walls and asphalt tiled 
flo or, a package-mortgage kitchen wilh stove, refrigerator and 
dishwasher and plenty of electric outlets: dining room six, liv­
ing room ten, master bedroom 12, other bedrooms six to eight. 
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• 
Privacy fur liri11g terrace is created l.i y fence and 

l.iy garngc 11'11ich also 11111kcs house lo11k lunger. 

flig glass win dow a111/ tcrrarc always fu ce south. 

Plol plan shows how !tonscs a.re turn ed on lots. 

LOCATION: East Norwich, Long Islan'd, N. Y. 

VINCENT FURNO and BERNARD J. HARRISON, architects and builders 
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Conservative J ron t elevation does not shock 

traditionally minded buyers as glass gable is hid­

den jrom street. Spacious living room, opposite, is 

greates t single sales fe ature. 

Furnishings sold the house 

When the model house fir st opened it was not furni shed, and it 

did not sell. Visitors were troubled by the two large glass areas 
in the living room, asked, "Where will we put the furnitur e ?" 

After the house was furnished such questions stopped. 
B. Altman decorated the house, was carefu l not to make rooms 

look ex treme. Th e 27' x 19' living room gives visitors such a 
feeling of spaciousness it is now an outstandin g sales feature. a l­
though it had been a liabili ty befor e it was decorated. 

Several floor plans available 

Three-bedroom plan at right is basic, sells for $30,900 . Other 

models (nex t page) have four bedrooms, or a sepa ra te rli ni ng 
room in p lace of a fourth bedroom . On slopin g lots, $4,500 extra 
puts the garage on a lower level and buys a maid 's room, bath and 

recreation room (or whatevrr the bu yer prefers). These go where 
garage is shown on plan . 

Th e architec ts act as grneral contractors, do th r i r own ca rpen­
try and labor but subcontract oth er opera ti ons . 

• 
2 CAR GARAG E 

19'. G"X 22'-o " 
o 5 10 15 feel 
~--.....____... 

. ..... . 

: .· 

' ! ... 

Living terrace with lrnrh er. 11.e in chimney turns 

nrdinonr IH/('k yurt! into g /omnro11s uff raoinn. 

Nlu ssi11t· llf'ir ·/; r-l1if11111·,v is u11 ussl'/ ld1tli in U11 i11 g 

/'1111/fl lfllf/ 11 ! /11'11 /!ir"/ O r~ ,/ /111111 flllf sidr \ 

Dining area in kit chen. is so large it can scat six 

penplr without crnwrling. l?nu11rl talile , liig w111-

dow 11nil a11rrrr·tivr• ligh ting fi xture turn ed this 

area into a highly salolil c !lSsct. 
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$30,000 HOUSE 

Alternate model house 

Master bedroom has long lirmlr of windows, 1rnU..­

i11 closet at Jar end with dressing roo111 and !Jath 

l1ehi11d ramera location. Its s1111cio11s11ess is ap­

propriate to this price class. 

A second model l1ouse (right and below) was b uilt after original 
model was furn ished. It does not have glass gable end, has a 
dini ng room separated from living room by a massive brick, two­
way fireplace and is priced $800 higher. This house is not popular 
and has not sold, perhaps because it is not furnished and because 
model does no t have a flagstone terrace or big glass windows. 

-· ----- -·--·······-··· ·····-··· ·······~ 

2-CA R 
GARAGE 

8 22'-0"X 19 '.6" 

D o_.._ _ _,__~ 

0 5 10 15 ff . .......,,=---------
Fourth be droom is added to this plan liy taking 

spaf'e /rum, master !J cdroo111 and 111nri11g stairway. 

flVo 
'1j).'~· 

t 
2-CAR GARAGE _ 

UNDER 

Dining room anti 111aitl's rOOIJI. 01·cr garage in this 

plan, can also be used fur special purposes. 

Dotted line ne.rt to li1 •i11~ room is for optional 

porch, TV room or st111/y. T,111trr cost $2.SOO. 

Photos : {top) E:ra Stuller; {u elow) Richard Meck 

Long bank of windows marks rear 11f this model 

11·/iir·/, has only a 111udest window at so111/i enrl. 

Plan helm11 shows ·1•ari11tim1s fr11111 /)(t si" hn11se. 

B.R . L.R. 

20'.0"X 13'.6" 

0 
2-CAR 

GARAGE 

22°-0"X 19'-6" 

0 5 10 1511, 
•. nrwl- h=eetd 
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NEWS 

IN THIS MONTH'S NEWS 
(see pp. 37 through 48) 

Despite interest boost, lenders 

shun FHA, VA market as money 

pinch makes all rates wobble 

HHFA readies 24 legislative 

proposals, including one 

to cut down payments 

on top-priced FHA homes 

NARES asks extra city taxes 

to finance rehabilitation, 

oHset by quick amor!ization 

- for rebuilt slum properties 

Relocatable housing gets a 

full-scale trial in Georgia 

with a stressed-skin plywood 

house bolted to its foundations 

President Eisenhower sheds 

a little more light on his 

views on housing policies 

HHFA research 
housing death 

• 
IS 
• In 

There were signs aplenty as the Independent 
Offices bill went to conference late last 
month that a prearranged deal at last would 
kill public housing-and without the usual 
prolonged wrangle. The tipoff was the 
strange behavior of the Senate's anli­
public housing coterie. Instead of battling 
on the floor to whittle down the Senate ap­
propriations committee's recommendation 
of 35,000 starts for the new fiscal year, 
they confined themselves to denunciations 
of the program. 

An even more specific hint came from 
Sen. Everett Dirksen (R, Ill.), who has 
never had a good word for public housin g. 
Dirksen told the Senate he would not 
bother trying to amend new starts dowll 
to zero. Said he: "I prefer to let the con­
ferees fight it out." 

Not even a vote. Because the opposi­
tion withheld its fire, the 35,000 starts 
figure sailed through the Senate without a 
record vote. The disinclination of Senators 
to commit themselves was still another 
indication that a dicker was in the making. 
Why should they put themselves on the 
hook when the issue was already settled'? 

The death formula was simple. The 
House had sustained the action of its ap­
propriations committee in banning any 
new starts. The method would be for 
Senate conferees to agree without fuss. 

But if Congress merely adopted the 
House formula for ending public housing, 
the door would remain open for 62,000 
units in PHA's pipelines to move into con ­
s_truction during the ensuing fiscal year 
provided they received federal assistance 
contracts by June 30. Actually, PHA 
spokesmen insisted that no more than half 
of the projects in its processing mill could 
get going during fiscal 1954. The res t, it 
contended, would be held back by prob­
lems of site selection and acquisition and 
relocating evicted families. Despite PHA's 
views, it seemed a good bet that the con­
ference committee would write in a statu­
tory limitation. 

New study hinted. On the basic ques­
tion of how the new administration pro­
posed to deal with the public housin g 
muddle, a brief light flickered on the 
Senate floor . Sen. Leverett Saltonstall (H, 
Mass.), the appropriations subcommittee 
chairman in charge of the bill, referred 
crypticall y to a study under way by the 
new Department of Health, Education and 

killed; public 
conference seen 

Welfare. Without elaboration, he said: 

" lf Mrs. Hobby's department shoul d de­
termine that the housing program shou ld 
be abandoned, there would be no morn l 
obligation on the part of Congress because 
of any agreement which might be made in . 
getting housing ready to go through the 
public housing program. In . other words, 
it is an effort to prevent any feeling on the 
part of an individual who makes an appli­
cation that he has any moral or legal 
understanding with the government." 

No questions asked. Surprisingly, the 
Senate received this bombshell phlegmati· 
cally. Did Salstonstall mean the Welfare 
Department was stud ying whether to encl 
public housing? There was no demuring, 
no pressing for details. Other Senators 
agreed that the governmen t could shut off 
the program whenever it wanted to as long 
as there was no interference with proj ects 
already in operation or under construction 
con tract. 

Before washing public housing out of 
its hair, the Senate sliced PHA's admin· 
istrative fund by a fl at $1 million and ap­
proved a committee rider aimed at the Los 
Angeles squabble over its efforts to back 
out of a 10,000 unit program. To no avail 
Sen. Salstonstall warned that the adminis­
trative cut would not permit the agency to 
handl e more than 15,000 starts a year. It 
left PHA with an $8 million budget, sti ll 
a lot more than the $4,948,000 allowed by 
th e House. 

The so-call ed "Los Angeles" amend­
ment, a rewrite job on a House-approved 
compulsory termination clause, had the 
same purpose in mind-to permit a com­
munity to bow out of the program. It 
called for a 180 clay halt after local action 
rejecting a project. During the breaLher, 
the locality and PHA would try Lo nego­
tiate a reimbursement plan. 

FHA funds boosted. The Senale di s­
posed of most other housing sections of 
the bill with only a ripple of debate. It: 
~Res tored by voice vote $1% million cut 
made 111 the FHA nonadministrative 
bud get for the operation of its field offices. 
The House accepted the Budget Bureau's 
allotment of $27% million without chal ­
lenge but the Senate committee red uced it 
to $25 million. FHA Commissioner Guy 
Hollyday thought he could skim by with 
the partial restitution without making 



crippling reductions in his working force. 

~Upheld its comrn iltee in deleLin?: House 
language hamperin g Lh e sl urn clearan ce 
and urban rehabilitation program. Th e 
House had voted stiffer cash contribution 
requirements: sponsoring localities would 
have been prohibited from counting sup· 
porting facilities like schools or parks 
toward their one·third share of the land 
subsidy. 

~Rein serted funds for the ofTi ce of the as­
sistant commissioner for co·ops in FHA. 

McCarthy as a liberal. The only fire· 
works came when Wisconsin's Joe Mc­
Car thy laid aside Communist chasing long 
enough lo put in a plug for housing re­
search, which both the Ho use and the 
Senate committees had cut off without a 
nickel. " It wou ld be poor economy" to 
ditch housing research, he insisted. He 
told the Senale it wou ld think differentl y 
if it realized what HHF A's research was 
doing " toward reducing Lh e cost of the 
average home and toward the unili ca tio11 
of building codes." His ame ndment to 
put back $600,000 for a reduced program 
( Lhe Eisenhower budget had call ed for 
$800,000) was beaten 62-19 . The vole 
produced strange bedfellows; Senate lib­
erals including Oregon's Wayne Morse 
flock ed to McCarthy's banner. 

McCarthy then tried to wheedle a Loken 
$300,000 for the program. He was baueJ 
clown by a voice vote. Finally, the Senate 
adopted an amendment, sponsored by Sal­
tonstall , to give research '" a decent fun­
era l. " It allowed $125,000 for liquidating 
the four-year -old activity. Th is might let 
HHFA publish research now under way. 

Warranty bill would withhold 
3 °/o of mortgage for 60 days 

Builder concern over the avai lability of 
financing for government-backed mort­
gage loans deepened last month when 
Rep. W illiam H. Ayres (R, Ohio ) intro­
duced his long-th reatened bill for a com­
pulsory guarantee for buyers. 

Under the Ayres bill , lenders would be 
required to withhold 3 '/o of both VA and 
FHA loans for 60 clays after sett lement . Th e 
money could not be paid until the agency 
involved certifies that construction was 
completed "in substan tial conformity with 
the plans and specifications." 

The measure was not expected to get 
far. It faced not only opposition from 
builders and lenders, but was regarded by 
FHA and VA as the wrong way of dealing 
with the problem. However, a "reasonable·' 
guarantee compromise might pass. 
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NEW PRESIDENT of NHC is Ira Rob­

bins (r), executive vice president of 

New York Citizens Housing & Plan­

ning Council . Others: (front) Lee 

Johnson, Henry Churchill, Boris 

Shiskin, (rear) John Lange and 

Builder Wallace Johnson . 

Photos: Walter Bennett 

RETIRING PRESIDENT Olin Linn (c) of NHC chats 

with banquet speakers, Sens. Hennings (D, Mo.) 

and Taft (R, Ohio). Taft reaffirmed support of 

public hous i ng, but called it primari ly a local and 

state matter. 

Public housers hear call for 'homes instead 

of proiects,' urge aids to private building 
\rith public housing hanging on the ropes, 
the Nationa l Housing Conference, public 
housing's chief lobby group, met in an 
atmosphere of deepening worry. Warned 
Rep. Richard Bolling (D, Mo. ) , a public 
housing supporter: "I suspect this program 
is facin g its total and final death next year 
unless the a tti tude of the administration 
and the people is drastically changed ." 

The 600 delegates to the May 10-11 ses­
sions in Washington's Hotel Sta tl er got 
littl e en couragement for public housing's 
futme from the administration. Last year, 
President Truman made a personal appear­
ance at NH C's annual banquet to thump for 
construction of 75,000 units a year. This 
monlh, President Eisenhower sent the con­
ference a message so cool (p . 38) that its 
leaders conceded privately it was no help at 
all in th eir struggle to save public housing 
from the Congressional economy drive. 

Too slow, too costly? HHF Administrator 
Albert M. Cole donned a pair of tortoise­
shell spectacles and read the conference a 
speech in which he argued : "Any fair­
minded observer would conclude we need 
and must develop better means of . .. clear­
ing slums, redeveloping urban areas, pro­
viding low rent housing." To a question 
Cole replied: "If we follow the program we 
now have it wi ll not be acceptable to Con­
gress in sufTicient quantity to do the job" of 
rebuilding slums for 150 years. Cole also 
announced that HHF A is going to tighten 
enforcement of the law requiring rehousing 
of slum dwellers displaced by urban rede­
velopment. This could slow clown or even 
block many a pending project. 

If public housing was losing popular 
support, what was the reason? One answer 

came from Architect Henry S. Churchill 
of Philadelphia: "There has been no new 
thinking, no acceptance of new ideas, no 
revision of approaches or concepts in the 
housing movement since 1937." Instead of 
pr.ojects, public housing shou ld be indi­
vidual homes " that could be accepted as 
part of the normal city pattern. Projects, 
in all their hideous conspicuousness, are a 
prime reason for the contempt in which the 
housing program is held. It is not that the 
buildings themselves are any worse archi­
tecturally than the stuff around them, but 
that they stand out from their surroundings 
like two sore thumbs on a pianist. It is 
not because they are ugly and dull that 
arouses animosity. We are quite blind to 
the squa lor and ugliness of our cities, but 
'projects' are different. They thus call 
attention to themselves, and anything that 
is different is almost certain to be un­
American and hateful." 

Rehabilitation favored. Besides Rep . 
Bolling, the conference heard from seven 
other legislators friendly to public housing, 
including Sen. Taft. The conference 
adopted 21 resolutions which: 

~Called for a "major new program" of federal 
aid for urban rehabilitation and neighborhood 
co nservat ion incl uding federal technical aid and 
" in surance of home repai r and modernization loans 
on spec ial terms." 

• Ur~ed a "spec ial program of n1ortgage insur· 
ance" to speed urban development. 

~Asked Congress to create a "na tiona] mortgage 
corporation" in HJ-IF A for co-ops and nonprofit 
corporat ions to boost middl e-income housing; 
urged more admin istrat ive push behind FHA's 
cooperat ive Sec. 213 incl udin g "more real i;; ti c 
mortgage ceilin gs" and advance Fanny May 
takeo uts. 

~Endorsed propo~ed l aws to require a warranty 
from builders of VA and FHA housing. 
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BEST SELLERS 

The fastest-selling houses in the USA 
This is the third installment in a grass-roots' survey made each month by HOUSE & HOME 

to show you the fastest-selling houses in the country and tell you why they set records 

' : ' 

Community planning makes a best seller in Pittsburgh 

"The market is changing," says Builder Harold Sampson, 

"more eye appeal is needed to sell houses-now we use an architect" 

These houses arc the fastest sellers in Lhc 
Pittsburgh area because they were com­
munity-planned and because the builder 
decided to offer new designs. 

Last year when sales slumped for Samp· 
son Brothers (western Pennsylvania's big­
gest builders) they decided to do more 
about it than grumble about a slushy mar­
ket. Says young Harold: "J n this area 
builders were bui lding the same house they 
did 30 years ago. So were we. We asked 
ourselves why anyone would buy a new 
house that wasn't all new- in design, li v­
ability and plan. The automakers don ' t 
keep offering the same model year after 
year. Why should we? That's when \\' l' 

decided to get Arc hi tcct Richard Benn to 
design for us." 

Popularity poll. Even before they opened 
Lheir subdivision for public inspection , Lhc 
Sampsons had made over 80 sales. House 
shown here proved to be th e most popular. 
Price: $12,875; area: 855 sq. ft. It ac­
counted for 75% of Lhc sales. Cheapest 
model, sellin g for $10,675, ran last with 
12% of sales. A five-room, two-story house 
at $11,200 accounted for the rest. 

Merchandising with n capital M. The 
Sampsons didn't stop at new design: they 
also hired a crackerjack advertising man 
to help merchandise their houses. Stan 
Edge figured that Sampson projects amount 
to small towns in terms of population, de­
cided to accent the community in which 
the new houses were to be built. All during 
last winter ads (right) in newspapers, 
on radio, TV, played up "Eastmont, Pitts­
burgh's newest, most enjoyable suburb." 
At first ads did not even mention a house, 
did not carry the builder's name, nor even a 
phone number. Says Edge: "People buy 
neighborhoods as well as houses." East-

Ste~i eostmont AVERAGE OVER THREE ACRES EAC : 

) t m 0 nl Pittsburgh's most { 1111. ::1111
1
: e o s ( ··r~'.'._~!'.~':'.... -..ll!J!! 
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Community accent was f caturcd in first phase 

of advertising campaign. During winter ads 

like these were run on regular editarial pages 

whe1 e advertising counsel believed they wo11ld 

get more attention than on real estate pages. 

mont, Sampsons' major project for '53, was 
to replace undeveloped suburban hillsides 
and poor farmland with a community of 
over 2,000 people, 550 homes. 

During the promotion campaign Edge 
made capital of these facts: 

~ The builders would erect a $250,000 sew­
age disposal plant at their own expense. 

~They would donate land for a new church. 

~ Eastmont was close to shopping centers, 
handy to downtown Pittsburgh. 

:\-_ 

<~1 .. -
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~A new grade school was proposed for the 
community. 

Says Edge: "Home buyers must be told 
what good things have been done for 
them, what advantages are planned for 
them in a new community." 

After announcement of the public open­
ing (following a sneak preview for FHA, 
VA officials and townspeople in the com­
munity) , newspaper ads at last began to 
feature the houses. Final promotional 
phase will be powerful sales ads. 

HOUSE &. HOME:; 
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"The public wants it." Sales success of 
Eastmont has completely sold the Samp· 
sons on more contemporary design "the 
magazines feature it; you have ready-made 
advertising for it". The four Sampson 
brothers and their associate Russell P. 
Miller, "the fifth Sampson," believe the 
public wants contemporary design, "it just 
needs a little explaining." Says Harold: 
"It's true that older models don't need as 
much selling, but in the long run you make 
more sales with a newer product." Here 
are some of the techniques that helped sell: 

~Three furnished models, professionally 
decorated "in light colors to make small 
rooms look bigger." 

~Sales office in a portion of the basement of 
one model, separated from the unfinished 
area by a glass-topped partition. It pro­
vided a double dividend: prospects cou Id 
see how easily one part of the basement 
could be finished off; salesman could keep 
a wary eye open for prospects touring house 
and basement. 

~Photos of every stage of the building 
operation in the basement of another mode l. 

~Cutaway displays of construction. ("Folks 
really shop around today; they ask a lot of 

LIVING ROOM 

19'-2"x 12'-2" 
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BEDROOM 
9'.2"x10'-1" 

BEDROOM 
12'-6"x 11'.3" 

questions about technical details. We want 
them to see how we build, welcome their 
questions.") 

~Signs to show how houses on these h illy 
sites lend themselves to additions. 

All improvements. The Sampsons haYc 
a small building empire, own their own 
lumber yard, control their own concrete 
and cinder block plants and roofing and 
plumbing firms. One big reason why they 
can offer more house for the money is their 
ability to develop land at reasonable cos l: 
they own their own modern earth-moYi ng 
equipment. Lots in their Eastmont sub­
division average 7,000 sq. ft., arc 11·o r1h 
$1,850 wi th all improvenwnts, which in­
clude water lines, sewage lines, concrete 
curbs and gutters. 

Small builder lessons. Big as their or­
ganization is, many of the techniques u ~ed 
by the Sampsons are suitable for the small 
builder, too. Examples: 

~Use of powered tools even though much 
of their lumber is precut in their own shop . 

~Use of roof trusses. " Soon as you repeat 
the same house sen:ra l times, th ey slarl Lo 
pay off." 

~Intelligent buying. "\Ve buy in the winter 
for our entire year's operation. If you don' t 
buy right, you can't sell right." 

~ Preplanning. All phases of the operation 
from land development to sales are planned 
in advance. The Sampsons even had studies 
made on what the average Pittsburgher's 
income is, design Lo fit that figure. 

Building techniques. The builders u:;c a 

n -slage system to control their operation 
a 11 d the ir cos ts, divide the who le develop-

. 111 cnt into smaller segment s or " proj ect::;." 
The rir~t stage is devo ted en tirely to plan­
nin g, ih c seco nd lo foundat ions for each 
pro jec l. the third lo rough fram ing. Men 
are trai ned Lo do jobs in each phase. l\o 
phase is started before the previous stage 
is complete. 

"Pilin g up of work at the last minute is 
what reall y costs money," Fishman says. 

Future plans. In the works now is a 
" junior executive" model to sell around 
$1.5,000 and also Lo be des igned by Ar­
chi tect D ick Benn. On thei r lower-priced 
houses the bui lders recog nize buyers are 
makin g one of the bi ggf'~t purchases of 
th l' ir li ve::;, try lo ap proach him in advertis­
ing and in des ign "with dignity." 

Sloping terrain pcn11iuctl lH1sc11ie11l t:urtt~es . 

Sin ce si1 c u/ 1lcvclop111cn1. 1rns 1neriu11sly unde­

velo ped land, pro111utiun. accented crm11111111ity 

recrcatiun Meas, new gas lines, .~2SO.l/OO scw"ge 

dis pos"l plant and ru/l curbs. Wide urcrli1111 p , 

new in this price class, were well liked liy b11n·rs. 

Circulation 1h ru11gh lining ruulfl Ill({ )' be " 11r11/1-

letn since tra/]ic flow fru111 /runt duur 11111st Noss 

livi"g ruutn to gel tu th e kitchen. ""d bedruurns. 

---
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BEST SELLERS 

Cleveland fast seller priced below FHA valuation 

Precision housing builds efficiently in the nation's 

highest building-cost area, can afford to sell contemporary house below valuation 

This Cleveland best seller demonstrates how 
an efficient builder made his house a best 
seller : he sold from $500 to $1,000 below 
FHA valuation. 

When Maurice J. Fishman, president of 
Precision, started building his '53 model, 
he found that local banks wanted as big a 
down payment on VA as FHA mortgages . 
This kept most vets out of the market, so 
Fishman decided to concentrate on FHA 
sales. His FHA appraisals were as high as 
$15,750 on a 980 sq. ft. , three-bedroom, 
a ttached- garage house, so he sold below the 
appraisals, took a small markup on the 
houses. Selling price of model shown here: 
$14.,750. Because his operation is a model 
of efficient production in hi gh-cost Cleve­
land (a recent FHA survey puts it in the top 
spot ), Fi shman was abl e to sell as much as 
$1,000 below appraisals and still show a 
profit. Man y builders candidly admit they 
cannot come within $1,000 of hi s costs. 
Every dollar he reduced his sellin g price 
was reflec ted in a lower FHA down pay­
ment. This accounted for 90 % of th e 120 
sales he mad e since last September. Since 
the first of the year he has sold over 50, is 
almost completely sold out on his present 
proj ect. 

Secret of success. Part of the answer to 
Fishman's lower building costs lies in direct, 
volume buying. Biggest factor is a smooth­
runnin g operation planned from design to 
completion without waste of labor or mate­
rials ("You don ' t see any scrap lumber ly­
ing around our development") . F ishman 
precuts all his lumber in a mill shop located 
right in the subdivision. He uses roof 
trusses which alone saved him several hun­
dred dollars per house. He says: "They 
provide flexibility of room arran gement, 
allow me to use smaller-dimensioned lum­
ber. " Example: he doesn' t have to use 2" 
x 12" ceiling joists across a 15' x 17' room 
because his outside walls bear all the load ; 
partitions are of 2" x 3"s instead of 2" x 
4." s, provide more room in the house. 

Production control. Except for licensed 
subcontracting (plumbing, heating, wir­
ing) , his own crews do all the work. He 
puts in his own streets (buys only the ready­
mixed concrete) , does his own dry wallin g, 
decorating. " I can save enough mon ey by 

BEDROOM 

--= = -------t9'-4"x l0'- 7 " 

BEDROOM 
12'-o"x 11'-o" 

LI VING ROOM 

20 '- 0" x 13'- 1" 

Projecting living room at side of house has big 

front and rear windows. Garage overhang is of 

ques tionable value except as des ign variation. 

using my own labor force," he says, " to 
put in a top-quality wall coverin g of woven 
fabric ." 

He uses the tilt-up method for exterior 
walls but has found he can work more effi ­
ciently if he puts sheathing and shingle on 
when the walls a re upright. 

"Actuall y," says Fishman, " precutting is 
the answer to most hi gh costs. We used to 
panelize, but every time I saw five or six 
men drop their tools to haul a panel off a 
truck, I realized that the cost-rnvin gs I had 
accumula ted from working in a ji g in a 
shop were being lost in handling in the 
fi eld." 

Another big time and money saver : 
streets paved before building. Says Fish-

...... KITCHEN BEDROOM 
10 '- 2"x l2'-5" 13'-G" x9'-4" 

~ DOD 
GA RAGE 

20' -0 "xl3'- 0" 

man: " If you can stay away from tempo­
rary roads, you save money." 

Contemporary transition. Each of the 
31;2 years he has been building in his Ridge­
wood Park subdivision, Fishman has moved 
closer to contemporary design. His proj ect 
is site planned; streets are curved, cul-de­
sacs are used. He has a full-time designer 
on his staff. " Don Kromer is not yet a reg­
istered architect," says Fishman, " but soon 
will be. He knows thi s small-house fi eld 
better than most builders." Kramer 's fa ther, 
Fred H., is a vice president of Precision 
and general superintendent. Fishman gives 
both Kromers most of the credit for his top­
notch efficiency. 

HOusi:: &. HOM!:'. 



The merchandising pitch. Fishman ap­
plies a professional touch to his merchandis­
ing, uses a tastefully decorated model, plays 
up the advan tages of sound design in his 
advertising and promotion: "No more cross­
ing the living room to get to bedroom or 
bath"; "Large sweeping overhangs for 
greater summer and winter comfort"; "Pro­
tective roof over front entrance"; "Ducts 
under slab as recommended by University 
of Illinois." 

What the customer gets. House shown 
here sells for $14, 750 on a 52' x 120' lot, 
for $15,000 on a 64' x 135' lot. Buyers get 
an electric garbage disposer, horizontal 
sliding windows, custom-built kitchen cabi­
nets with plastic tops, birch doors. Disap­
pearing stairway in heated garage leads to 
overhead storage. 

Lessons from Detroit. Like the auto­
makers whose mass-production tech ni ques 
he emulates Fishman brings out a new 
model each year- ei ther in late summer or 
early fall. He says: "I'll never be satisfied 
with the house I am building. Our whole 
organization is geared to look for ways to 
improve our design." Now up Precision's 
sleeve is a rear living-room model. 

Because he feared a rear living room 
would not go over well in Cleveland, Fish­
man decided on a happy compromise: liv­
in g room in the present model is both back 
and front. "That way," says he, "buyers 
who might have been frightened away by 
a rear living room, gradually see that the 
idea has merit." Buyers in Ridgewood Park 
are used as testing samples. The builder 
listens to what they like and dislike about 
houses, believes they give him excellent re­
actions on how far and in what direction 
public taste is moving. Says Fishman: 
"Many of the buyers of our earli er models 
are our customers for newer models. We'll 
do anything to make buying a new house 
easier." One way : trade-ins which ac­
counted for 20 sales this year. A Precision 
ad reads: "$100 down will reserve a new 
home while we sell your property. $100 
returned if we do not sell your house. No 
obligation." The company is not afraid to 
tie up new houses, will reserve one from 90 
to 120 days while the sales division or a 
prospect tries to sell the old house. 
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Doubled-up driveways provide wider 

runways, yet keep costs down. Living 

room was turned several ways to pro­

vide exterior variations. 

2" x 4" ou tr igger 

1" x6" %"exterior plywood 

horizonta l sliding window--~"' ' 

3/e" tapered insulating -------41~1 
shing le backing 

wood shingles --- - - --otli!JI 

plywood sheothing - ----31BI 

Roof t russ was designed to provide 

wide overhangs. Builder used concrete 

block to jonn perimeter of slab, found 

they could be layed cheaper th.an wood 

or steel forms and did not need to be 

dismant led after pour. 

8" 

plywoo~ gusset 

'"'----'-''f.J.' gypsum wgllboord 

s'-o" 

WALL SECTION 

112' x 15" anchor bolt 

vapor membrane 

b. ".b 
'" 

poured concrete footing 
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BEST SELLERS 

In Allentown, Pa., solid bargain in solid brick 

Builders Pressman and Hauser's Oxford Park houses were the most house 

for the money in town. Result: a complete sellout 

There a rr three paramou nt rrasons why 

t hest' ho 11srs wf'l'r a cor n pie Lt' sr ll ou t i 11 I hi s 

mr<lium-size Pennsylvan ia 1011 n: 

1. They rdlrct good archit rc t-buildrr 

collaboration. "A n arch it (·ct. is wor th C'V('ry 

cen l a buildrr pays him. " say Hui ld Ns 

Harry Prrssman a 11d Lo ui s Ha usf'I' . "I n 

.lark Swr nnan wr havr om· of thr finrs l. 

Ht· drta il s rvrry thin g do11 n to thr last holt 

in a truss and lea1Ts nothin g Lo thr whim 

or imag ination of tht' work111rn. Ht• krPps 

11s up on thf' latf'sl h11ildin g tPcl 111 iqurs. A nd 

lw doe~n ' l rrally C'!bl 11.s anything beca11sr 

!1t' helped us c ut h uildi11 g cos ts a lot morr 

than wt• pay him. " 

2. Thry Wf']'(' thr hi ~gf's l valu r i11 t011•11 

beca use th ey wrn· built to takt' a d va 11ta~t· 

of cost-savi ng {(·chn iqu <"s: trusses for roofs. 

th r one-room principlr of apply ing ll'a ll­

hoard on both ceilin ~ and s id<· wa ll s hrfon' 

partitioning. Price of the 960 sq. ft. 

house shown here: $11.690 ; on a sli ghth 

modified housf' without carport: $10.890. 

3. They are of solid masonry conslrt1f'­

tio11 , a " must " for most bu yers i n Dutch 

P ennsylvan ia . Many o th er builders ll'ho 

migrated to All en town from Long Islancl 

took their framr-and-shin gle constrn ct ion 

habits wi th th em. The builders, workin~ in 

All entown for years_ guessed th Pir bri ck 

houses would have more appeal. Thev 11·c·rr· 

r ight. They built 91 houses of bri ck last 

year , sold th em al l, solcl 104. more thi s yt ·ar 

and plan lo build more of th e sa mt'. The 

frw houses th at were lrft brfore anno uncr­

ment ofthelh 'f<_ VA ratrinercasr ll'rrrsold 
almost imm ediately aftNwarcl. 

Collaboration pays off. Las t yrar tilt' 

builders used conven tion a l tcchniqurs. Af t('r 

co nfe rrin g with Arch it ect S 11·crnrn n ih ry clr­
cided to use roof l russrs and co mpl ete mosl 

of the inlrrior befor(' partition in g· to savr 

money. Pressman belicvrs they ras ily savt•tl 
$100 per l1ouse J,,. doing so- $4.0 in la lJor 

( I wo man clay~ sa 1·C'd prr housr). $60 i 11 n1a­

trrial (trusses arr· 2-t" o.c .. arr mad e of 

2" x !J.'';;; co nve nlion al roof framinl! 11as 
or 2" x 6"s 16" o.c. ). 

Big help in present construction tech­

niques. say builder and architect. ll'as 

" th e 10 ways to save 10% in constrn clion 

~os t s artidt" ' (H&H. Jan. '5.3, p. 152) . 

----·-- -· -· -·- ---- -------·----- -·---.. ···--

STORAGE DINING KITCHEN 
Roof overhang ll'isely cx­

le11ds (lrCr Uig li vin g-room 

window. S toragl' in rear of 

garage unfnrtunately forces 

rra/]ic around it to lcitch en 

dnor in rPar. Note compart­

mrntali:ed fi x tures in oath· 

mom . pass-thrnu gh closet. 

9'-o"x s'-2 11.j' 12'-3\'x9'-11 112· , 
.....~~~-- ' 

BEDROOM 
9'-s"x 10'- 11 1/;i' 

CARPORT 

Cost comparison. In las t year's smaller 

housf' (price: $10.690). customers com­

plained of too-h igh fuel bills. so th e bui ld­

rrs switchrd lo an oil-fired , hot-water sys­

lf'm 1hat cosls more to install. They mak r 

f'api tal of thi s in adver ti sing to thriftv 

P ennsy lvan ia Dut ch buyers. Since lh rY 

1rnnled lo add new sal es appeals to houses. 

) et kee p pri ce::: in line with las t yrar\ 

models. they h ad lo find ways to make up 

for a packaged chimney that cost almost 

twice as much for an oil-firt>d system as for 

n gas-fired system, lo pay for a de luxr elec­

tric rangr and lo add all-aluminum win­

dows with self-s toring screens. They fet>I 

that the additional $200 customers pay for 

tlr r comparable '5.3 house is more than ac­

('Ou nt ed for in these features and a bi ggt>r 

house . " We couldn't have offered th is much 

house if ll'e hadn ' t found ways to cut costs." 
s~ws Pressman. 

Truss dividend. Beca use of the use of 

roof trusses and non-loadbearing partitions, 

LIVING ROOM 
12'-o"x 14' -8314' 

HALL 

BEDROOM 
9'.51'.j'x9'.4" 

BEDROOM 
14'-o"x!l'-4" 

custom ers can choose the sizes of rooms they 

des ire a l no ex tra cost simply by requesting 

that a wall be moved to make a room bigger 

or smaller. This accounted for 13 sales. 

All walls are papered at VA insistence. 

Dry wall is s ized so paper can be removed. 

Wht>n buyers of last year's model s com­

plainrd of a 12" wide fa scia board ("too 

much to paint") , the builders switched to 
a G" fa sc ia . 

Keeping up with the times. They were 

rrs ponsible for introducing the low-pitched 

roof to Allentown , decid ed on it when they 

~tarted to build three-bedroom houses . "The 

average family has two youngsters and 

needs three bedrooms," says Pressman. "T 
think an expansion attic is too hot and not 

as livable as a ground-floor bedroom." 

A I though they were dubious at firs t of 

building a house with a carport. they soon 

found that half of the buyers wanted them . 

Houses with carports accounted for .50% 
of sales. 

HOUSE A HOME 



Four bedrooms, two baths for $9,000 in Phoenix 

F & S Construction Co. (Sam Hoffman) offers 

1,290 sq. ft. houses in the toughest of all US homebuilding markets 

These houses are the fastes t sell r rs in 
Phor nix because they are literall y the m o.s t 
hou,.;e for the money and because contro­
versial Sam Hoffman is willing to take such 
a slender profit margin on each house. 

Jn rough-and-tumble Phoenix several 
builders went broke because they could 
not stand the razor-keen competition (sec 
H&H, Apr. '52, p. 114) . Four bedrooms 
and two ba ths at $9,000 indicate what a 
builder must now offer in this area to stay 
ahead of competition . Houses are of 4" x 
W' x 16" concrete blocks, typical of thi s 
area. 

Vy ing with the Levitts for position as 
the nation 's No. 1 builder , Hoffman pl ans 
al least 4.000 hou.srs thi s year. His buil d­
ing philosoph y : " Give the customer as 
much as possible for as littl e as possibl r. 
Design so a famil y can add rooms as it 
gets more money." 

Hundred-house sales. In his la test and 
grea tes t bargain , though, Hoffman gives 
most fa milies all the rooms they need. He 
liuilt only one model of his four-bedroom 
'·Valencia," but has already made 100 sales. 
most on VA no-down-payment loans. Hoff­
man does not usuall y sta rt construction 
until he has sold at least 100 houses so he 
can operate on a mass-produced basis. In 
the past he has used down payments to 
start construction , fr eely admits it. With 
100 sales to his credit, he shoots for a 
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fi,·c-completions·a-day goal. If he builds 
at tha t rate and there is no letup in hi s 
:<chedule over an extended period, he says 
he makes $500 per house. As the number 
of houses built each day goes clown, so do 
Sam's profits. He confidently expects to 
complete 100 houses within fi ve weeks, is 
almost invariably helped by the Arizona 
wea ther: an average of onlv fi vr workin g 
days lost each year. 

Buyers' market. " No doubt about it," 
~a ys Hoffman, " this is a buyers' market. " 
But in his fa r -flung operation throughout 
ihe far west (he pulled up stakes in Cleve­
land, the nation's hi ghest-cost building 
area), he says he has built 1,500 houses so 
far this yea r, has 2,100 under construction 
in Phoenix, Denver and Tucson. Soon he 
says he will hit Las Vegas and Dallas, has 
already built in Salt Lake City, P ueblo, 
Albuquerque. 

In Phoenix, the $9,000 Valencia (also 
for sale in Albuquerque a t the same price) 
sells faster than any of the houses a t 
$10,000 or $10,500 prices a t which hi s 
closest competitors offer four bedrooms. 

Big market. Hoffman quit building in 
P hoenix at one time because he believed 
the market was too thin to permit his 100-
house operating principle. But the recent 
boom in sales may keep him around even 
beyond his five-week builcl ing sched ule. 

The cream seems to have been skimmed 
from the $7,000, $8,000, and under market 
for the present. Best values are put in the 
" hi gher-price" ($9,000 to $13,000) housf's. 
One builder even install s refrigerated cool­

in g in a $13,000 house. 

Wave of the future. Hoffman and other 
western build ers ha ve definitel y sold the 
publi c on the idea tha t no family need grt 
along with only one bathroom. To com­
pete for the newl y educa ted-to-two-baths 

• public, even builders of two-bedroom 
houses in Hoff man-house areas are putting 
in at least an ex tra half-bath- toilet and 
lavatory-and builders of three- or four. 
bedroom houses just don' t consider not 
putting in the ex tra ba th. Hoffman 's 
--1 % " bath house is reall y a two-bath 
house. Besides the toil et and washbas in 
in each bath, master bath gets a shower 
over tub , " 3/-i," bath has shower, no tuh. 

l\1ost builders do not build within the 
Phoenix city limits for two reasons: 1) 
land costs are a littl e hi ghe r in tow11 ; 2) cit y 
building inspectors are vn y ri gid on con­
~ ! ructi on codes. 

Building techniques. Hoffman has hi s 
own woodworking shop where he makes 
cabinets, window fr ames and does his own 
precutting. He subs plumbing, heating, 
electri cal work, handles hi s own land im­
provements wilh hi s own f' quipmf' nt. 

UTI L. STORAG E 
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Builder's promotional theme was: '· f/70 11/dn't it be wonderful to 

have two bath s an d an e:Ytra room ?" /11door·OU/door /iring may 

llf11 'e been im proved by plan s11•itch to renr liiiing room. 
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On the following 9 pages: 

How to plan the open kitchen 

The kitchen as a family room 

10 steps to a better kitchen 

1 5 equipment and storage ideas 

Blueprint for tomorrow's kitchen 

T he Architects Collabora~ive. © Ezra Stoller 

The kitchen opens up: 
To the average housewife, the kitchen is the most important room in the 

house. And since she is the one who casts the deciding vote when the family 
buys, her current thinking about kitchens means a lot to builders and archi· 

tects. What does she want in her next kitchen ? 

She wants control of the house. She wants a command post, not a foxhole. 
She wants to talk to people while workin~, watch her children playing indoors 
or outdoors, keep an eye on the front door. So, she takes naturally to a 
well-planned "open" kitchen or " living" kitchen. Women all over the US 
who saw the Trade Secrets houses were sold on the sociability and the con­
trol their open kitchens offered. 

She wants more space. Given it, she will have a dining table in the kitchen­
ancl not just an undersized, cramped "breakfast nook ," either. If a corner 
is designed for it, she will bring in a rocker or an easy chair for her five­
minute breaks, and a play pen so she can watch the baby and the roast at 
the same time. Given a bookshelf, a telephone jack and a writing surface, 
she will be able to do her household officework in the kitchen, where it is 
most conveni ent. Given enough space, her husband and older children can 
come in to help, talk, or just "be there"- without getting in her way. 

She wants a convenient layout. She doesn' t like to step, stoop, stretch, squint 
or scra tch, bump her head on open cabinet doors or catch her apron on 
knobs or sharp corners. She has a mixer, toaster and clock and wants built-in 
storage and electri c outl ets for them- in tl1e ri gh t places. 

She wants comfort and good looks. Woman does not li ve by gadgets alone. 

She needs bigger windows, cheerful colors and textures, nea t built- in lines. 
She prefers natural wood or colored cabinets to white, tough plastic work 
counters and springy floors. She needs good lighting at each work surface, 
a new and more efficient ventilating fan, a sit-down work counter. 

She knows what she wants. Will your next kitchen give it to her? 

HOUSE & HOME 



The open kitchen 
-6 ways to make it both practical and presentable 

The kitchen is losing one of its four wall s. In many new houses 
it is merging with the dining area and the living room, so that the 
once-isolated housewife can be with her family again, so that to­
day's smaller house can seem bigger and bss boxed-up inside. 

This means that architects and bui lders are having to plan 
their kitchens even more carefull y than before, because the open 
kitchen is often on di play from the living area, sometimes actually 
part of it. It means that new rules have been added to the old ones: 

Hide the appliances. Few people want a gleamin g white re­
frigerator sharing their living room, or their s tove and dishwasher 
staring at them while they eat or entertain. Place the appliances 
on your floor plan before you build, and visualize yourself 
in the living room. What kind of kitchen will you see from there? 

Hide the mess. If sink or counter·tops are in view, dirty dishes, 
pots and pans will be too. These can be screened ou t from the 
dining area by an 8-12" high baffle above the back of the counter, 
or by sliding doors, blinds or curtains that can be closed at wi II. 

Use "living-room" colors. The over-all color scheme of the 
open kitchen should be compatible with that of adjoin ing rooms. 
This means white cab inets will give way to gray and buff.colored 
ones, to yellows, greens, blues and natural wood finishes, all of 
which are on the market and gaining popularity. 

Restudy the ventilation problem. Despi te the ubiquitous 
pressure cooker, there will be plenty of kitchen odors drifting out 
into the living areas un less you really catch them with a well­
placed vent fan (detail s, p. 133). 

Cut down the noise. The open kitchen intensifies the problem 
of clatter from pots, dishes, dishwashers, mixers, etc. An acoustical 
ceiling has helped solve this in many a kitchen. Acoustical board 
and til e now come with washable surfaces, colors and patterns. 

Use the same materials in living room and kitchen. To 
unify the open kitchen with its neighboring rooms, choose floor , 
wall and ceiling coverings that are handsome enough fo r the living 
room, tough and washable enough for the kitchen. If these surfaces 
run uninterrupted from one space to the next, a greater sense of 
spaciousness often will result. 

To cut costs in your kitchen: 

~Keep plumbing runs short- back the kitchen's wet wall up 
against the bathroom's wet wall , if the plan logically permits it. 

~Keep heavy-wiring runs short- locate range, refrigerator, washers 
and driers as close to the panel box as possible; at about $1.50 
per !in. ft. , you can save as much as $15-$20 of armored cable. 

~Keep fan ducts short- place the range on the outside wall if 
possible; then the exhaust fan directly over the range will require 
little or no ductwork to reach outside. A smaller, less expen~ive 
fan properly placed without long ducts (which cut efficiency) can 
do the same job as a big one in the wrong place. 

~For a list of equipment that can be included in the package-mort­
gage kitchen see H&H, Feb. '53, p. 79. 

On the nex t pages are many other ways to cut costs, and many 
ideas for making a kitchen more efficient, pleasant and salable. 
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Appliances hidden by being placed on either side 

of dining.room pass·through, which has sl£ding 

door. Architect: Robert iVlcKee, Vancouver. 

Clutter is eoneealed in this Trade Secrets house kitchen 

by a low baffle in. front of sink and range burners, wide 

enough for resting plates before serving. Architect : Ned 

Cole. Below, similar baffle counter, with two-way cabinets 

above, refrigerator concealed in white cabinet at right. 

Architects: Byles, Weston & Rudolph. 

The ventilation problem, 

more urgent in. open kitchens, 

can be solved by a hood and 

Jan directly over burners, 

secondary intake near ceiling. 

Architect: A . L. Aydelott. 
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The living kitchen is coming back out of the past, and house· 
wives and sociologists are rejoicing. The three kitchens pictured 
on this page are modern equivalents of our old colonial kitchem, 
where the mother got both help and companionship from the rest 
of the family in her daily chores. Today's housewife is once agai11 
the center of family life, no longer iu solitary coufincmcnt. 

Dining kitchen: here kit chen and dining space .for ten urc 

in th e sa111 e roo111 . N aturnl woud c11/11'n c1s. pas/el rr111r:c li/1·nrl 

int o decor ; ba111boo curtain screens ki1 chen /rum. living 

ruo111 , background. Archit ec/s: Chiarelli & Kirk. 

Exhibit kilch en built by th e hard1uood industrr: 

1corh: area at le.ft is an clfir·irnl U·shapc. with 

special drawer-typ e rc/rigcrntor built info wall 

of striped pald<w 1rood next to gas Ol'('n. Sink is 

under windo1l' ; gas burn ers are set in mwtlc ply· 

wood cou nl er-lop, 1'e nt hood suspended aboi·e. Nute 

dinin g cornrr, stone barbc('(t e. 



10 steps to a better kitchen 

1 • A big window or windows: to light work surf aces helter and pre­
vent the housewife from feeling shut in. This window should look 
011t on the chil dren's outdoor play area, and the front-door ap­

proach if possible. Tf it faces \\'est or south it should be protected 
against hot summer sun (which will overheat the already warm 

k i tche 11 ) by properly placed roof O\'erhangs, trees. sun lom·ers or 
heat·absorlwnt glass. ff the window goes up to the lop pla te, 
eli111in a ti11 g !waders and cripples above the window frame, it can 
lie cheaper and at the same time )pt in more li ?:h t. 

2. Good artificial light: at least 40 foo t-candles on work .surfaces, 
range and sink, pl us diffuse general li gh ting of 20 foot -candles. 
Avoid eyestra in producers: shadows falling on worktops, severe 

con trasts of light and dark, glare from highly pol ished material ~. 

Local uti I ity com panies will often send an illumination engineer 
to work out par ticular lighting problems without chargP. Usr 
"warm" rather than "cold" fluorescent tubes ; they give less harsh 

illumination, bring out the natural color of foods. look better 
from the living room if the kitchen is open. F luorescen ts can be 

mounted under wall cabinets for direct work-surface lightin~. 

above cabinets for indirect cei ling illumination. Some wall cabi­
nets come with fixtures built into th Pir undersid Ps. In an open 
kitchen with incandescent lighting, a rheostat may be in stalled a t 
the swi tch for $10-12 so that kitchen lights may be d immed dur­
ing meals and the dining table spotlighted bv a ce iling fixtur e. 

3. Mechanical ventilation: a n exhaust fan should be placed di­
rectly over th e range, preferably with a hood. Best location for 
an unhooded fan is the ceiling directly above the range; if it is 
moun ted too low on the wall it will have to be more powerful to 
pull the rapidly rising fumes sideways and out. For maximum 
effic iency, fan ducts to the outside should be as short as possibl r. 
without turns and elbows that cut down air speed. (Here is a 
good argument for putting the range against an outside wall.) It 

is ge nerally agreed that a fa n should have a capacity of a t least 
300 cfm to keep cooking odors from spreadin g through the house, 
l o minimize "greasing up" of walls and ceil ing and to remove ex­
cess ive cooking heat. Ideall y, there should be a complete change 
of ki tchen a ir every 3 to 31h minu tes. To determine the righ t size 
fan (assuming it is located over the range), take the cube of th e 
kitchen. deduct 20% to find the ac tual air content, divide th is by 
;)lf2. The resulting figme is the number of cubic feet per min ute 

the fan should be capable of pulling. 

4. Efficient plumbing: pipe runs can be kept short by having kitchen 
and bath share a wet wall . Hot wa ter a t the sink should be be­
tween 115 ° and 120° F., have between 15 and 20 psi pressure. 
Electric dishwashers, which require about 7 gals. of 160° water 
per cycle, usually should have a special line to the hot water heater. 
Most laundry driers must be vented to the outdoors, and so are 

best placed on an outside wall. 

5. Adequa·te wiring: most kitchens are underwired, with only one 
appliance circuit of No. 12 wire for refrigerator, clock and two 

convenience outlets. Such a circuit has .a capacity of about 2,000 
watts, which a toaster and coffeemaker will use up by themselves. 
Every kitchen should have at least two appliance circuits of No. 12 
wire or larger, with outlets at counter-top height for the many 
small appliances used in the modern kitchen. A plug-in strip run· 
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Good natural light a11il 1·iew r·11111c fro111 1'x /e111/i11~ window 

the lengt!t of roo111 a11il up to cciliug. Nute open spice 

racks ahore llflmers. f>11ll-o nt rwt st11rug<', 111n~11rtic kni fe 

rach, stainless-steel counter. Arch£lrct: 11711 /ker Field. 

nigh t lightin g, ultO/il', or a 

luminous plastic ceiling, right , 

can give any kit e/t en f:OOd dif­

fuse light. No te pull-out din­

ing or work taUle. 

Big hood oi;er counter-top range burners t~aps cooking · 

fumes until exhaust fan can pull them outdoors. In back­

ground, facing dining area, is conventional refrigerator built 

in and paneled over. Architect: Oskar Stonorov. 
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KITCHENS 

Ernes t Braun 

Garbage chute (stainless steel 

door in photo above) is set 

between sink and range, saves 

trips to outside garbage can. 

Architect: George Rockrise. 

Curtis Co . 

Inside garbage pail can be lo cated in base cabinet under 

hole in count er-top. It should hal!e a flush, henel-edged lid 

with finger hole, parti tion and nntside vent /or odors . 

Secondary eating space in the kitchen can be supplied liy a 

breakfast counter, without loss of cab inet space above. Natural 

wood cabinets are all manu facturer's stock units. 

ning under the wall cabinets is an inexpensive way of providin g 
these. A telephone ex tension, or at least a telephone jack, increases 
the comfort and efficiency of the kitchen. 

6. Garbage disposal: sink-installed garbage grinders are becoming 
standard equipment in more and more localities; surveys in Los 
Angeles show they have more actual sales appeal than any other 
fea ture in the house. Installation points: if they are used in con­
nection with septic tanks, the tank must be 50% larger than fo r 
sewage alone and the line should be equipped with a grease inter­
ceptor. Grinders should not be connected to a fixture drain having 
a back vent, but should be separately trapped; when used in a 
double sink they should have an individual drain to the stack. (For 
other methods of garbage di sposal, see illustrations, left.) 

7. Adequate eating space: in the small house, it i.s well to provide 
one adequate eating space rather than trying to offer two, both of 
them too small to be really comfortable. In the larger house, where 
there is room for eating space in both kitchen and living room, 
the tables might be designed and located for alternate uses: play­
in g cards, doin g homework. makin g out mrnus, telephoning, etc. 

8. Safety: all kitchen installations should be checked for possible 
hazards. Sharp, jutting corners and protruding knobs should he 
kept to a minimum, and swinging-door overhead cabinets should 
not be mounled whrre th ry are apt to he lr ft open, bum p heads. 

9. Comfort: a chair and footrest at the sink . More work is done 
here than at any other point in the kitchen, and much of it can be 
done si tting clown. Some stock lines of base cabinets offer filler 
pieces that make counter-top heights adjustabl e to the size of the 
individual woman. 

10. Bonus features for added sales appeal: a built-in mechanical 
rotisserie; an indoor barbecue pit; an ozone purifi er to cut odo rs; 
a kitchen scale for weighing meats, etc.; a pass-th rough counter 
to an outdoor dining lerract>; an infrared range lamp for quick 
cookin g of small portions; a built-in wall radio . 

Test your kitchen 

Against these dimensional standards (drawn from research by 
Jllin ois and Cornell Universiti es): 

Distances between appliances: 4-7' betw een refrigerator and 
sink ; 4-6' between sink and range ; 4-9' between range and refrig­
era to r. Sum of this work trian gle should not exceed 22', and there 
shoulcl he no traffi c lhrough it. Leave 4' clearance for passage be­
Lw rr n appliances and ca hin r 1·s which face each other. 

Storage space: Total shelf srace, Tota l shelf space, 
No. of l1 Pdroo111 s Pnsons wall ca binPts ba se ca binets 

2 3 '\O sq. ft. 4'12 -6 lin . ft. 
3 4 .% 6-7'12 
lj. 5 112 7'12 -9 

No shelf should be higher than 72" from the floor. Therefore, 
wall cabin ets should be not more than 15" above counters. 

Counter space should be 14-20" deep, with these lengths: 15" 
beside refrigerator; 36" to right of sink, 30" to left of sink ; 24" 
nex t to range; 36" somewhere in the kitchen layout for mixing. 

Counter heights: 32" at mix center ; 381/z" at sink center (bot­
tom of .sink bowl at 32") ; 36" a t range center; 28" for a kitchen 
planning desk. Toe space should be at least 4" deep, 3" high. 
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15 equipment and storage ideas 
Most of the pictures on this and the following two pages are of 
custom kitchen installations. But nearly every idea in these pic­
tures is offered as optional equipment in the stock lines of several 
manufacturers. Run through their catalogues and you wi ll see such 
stock "extras" as: spin shelves, towel-rack drawers, pull -out vege­
table bins, planning desks, vertical tray compartments, glass cabi­
nets, two-way cabinets, vertical drawer-racks for utensils, recessed 
outlets for hanging kitchen clocks, swing-up mixer cabinets, banks 
of shallow linen and silver drawers, chopping boards of the coun­
ter-top insert or pullout types. 

1. 
Built-in refrigerator: either a 

stock model with front spray 

painted (below) or a special unit 

such as the Davis, with fre ezer, 

dry storage, pastel f rants (right). 

Future possibility is GE's experi­

m ental hanging model (above). 

Law:mcr Studi'.o 

Graham W arrington 

2. 
Hanging cabinets: these can provide a pass-through underneath, 

general spaciousness without Luss of upper-level storage area, ac­

cessibility from both sides. Other guod ideas : sli:ding glass doors 

that show at a glan ce wh ere stured items are (and stay out of the 

way wh en. open); fluor escen.t tubes under cabinets to light work 

surfaces properly; baffle-board between range and eating counter; 

slots for tray storage, foregruund ; cuntinuuus counter-tops of 

tough plastic. A1 chit ect: C. B. K. Van N orman, Vancouver. 

R ichard Fish 

3. 
Pass-through counter, with sliding door to close 

it off /ro111 dinin g room (center back ground) , is 

well LucatctL between ran.ge burners and oven for 

easv assembling an.d serving of hot food . Other 

fealllres in. this Lu xury kit chen. can be adapted to 

less elaburatc on es, e.g .: glass-front ed cabinets, 

acoustical tile ceilin g, wall ovens an.d counter-top 

burners, woud pa11 eling, down lighting directly 

over work cen.ters, chopping board set into coun­

ter, built-in receptacle that can. be emptied from 

outside, telephone and desk space ( foreground). 

Architects : Riggs & S haw. 
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L 1vr:: : F. Lyon 

4. Mixer storage: a/rnost all 

ho11 sewives have them, so 

why not /H01•idc outle t.' 

and Hdisuppeari11 g" s t an d.~ 

at 1/i c mix center? Pivot 

shel ves (top) co 11 ceal mix · 

ers and toasters when 11 ul 

in use ; cabin et u11it has 

swin g-up she/j un. sprin gs. 

5. Spin shelv es (l cjt) : one 

u/ several ty pes uj pirnted 

s /uragc cubi11ets that m.ak e 

full use of k itchen corners. 

Turn1abl es sh o11/d ha ve 

raised ed ges /u k eep it ems 

from falli11 g off . 

Jos. W. Molitor 

L 1FE : Jim 1Vhitm urc 

6. Glass fronts, open shelves: no hunting 

arou11d for an elusive can of beans. A 

f ew open shelves are handy jar oft en· 

used il ern s. No te knobless drawers be­

lu1u. A rchitec t : A . C. Odell fr . 

7 • Sit-down work space (far le ft) : a chair 

and a wide-enough knee hole. Note that 

base cabinets h(l/;e drawers, not shelves, 

so housewife can reach back it em s easily. 

8. Over-sink storage: for potatoes, on ions, 

paring knives, deter gents, etc., all of 

which are fir st used at th e sink. Vege­

table bins should have vents to outside. 

HOUSE &. HOM E 



9. Tray rack: removable vertical 

dividers for different-width trays, 

bowls, platters; near serve center. 

1 O, Towel rack: a pull-out unit out of 

housewife's way, vented, and 

warmed by heat from dishwash er. 

Photos: Toriy Archer 

11 , Linen, silver drawers: wide, shal­

low pull-outs for table linens ; up­

per ones compartm e11ted for silver. 

LIFE: F. Lyon Dcarb om-llfassar 

13, Kitchen storage wall: like Pullman kitche11 , can 

be totally co11 cealed by sliding doors when not i11 

use, tidy for open kitchens. Architect: Paul Thiry. 
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G. Warrington 

12, Pull-out board: serves as chopping board and an 

e::rtra sit-down work surface : should be near sink, 

26" .30" from floor, made of hardwood such as maple. 

14, Planning desk: for 1elephoning, 

menus, bills, cookbooks, etc. Desk 

in photo, far left, has inexpen.si re 

built-in. radio under house inter­

com speaker. Other desk is simply 

a dropped counter-top with 

drawer and knee space. Manu­

facturers stock similar types. 

Kit chen Maid Corp . 

1 5. Serving cart: can be used for assembling 

the meal. servi11g, clearing dishes, and as 

a. m.oi;able work surface. Some carts have 

cabinets, others open sh.elves; som.e fit 

flush with kit chen counter when not in 

use. Desirable: large rubber tires, low 

thresholds between kitchen, dining area. 
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Tomorrow's kitchen? Cornell takes the kitchen apart, 

puts it back together with five maior changes: 

a 2' modular grid, five work-center units, 

interchangeable parts, adjustable heights, built-in appliances 

Mix center has an adjustable work top that can be 

lowered to 32", generally a better height for beat­

ing, mixing and chopping than the 36" height 

common to many kitchens. All items connected 

with 111ixing, including flour and sugar bins, are 

stored here, at point of first use. Work centers 

co uld be 111ade ui enam eled metal or plastic. 

Serve center, another 4' wide unit, is optivnul in 

kit chen layouts. It provides storage for china, 

glassware, silver, table linen. etc. and a counter 

for assembling plates before serving. Adjusted to 

a height of about 30" , it could serve as a snack 

bar or kitchen planning desk. 

Range center has four electric burners and con­

trols set into counter-top, two re111 ornble grease 

pans beneath. As in other work-center units, base 

cabinets have slide-out wire trays for utensils, 

doors thu t swing out and disappeur into slot . 

138 

Sink Center is 8' tcide with .1i£/e units designed so 

they do not open to front; thus when /runts (Ire 

blocked by oth er cabinets in U or L plans, comers 

are still accessible for st.orage. Three-co111partment 

trash can swings out into kn ee space from Left; 

unit at right opens upwurd, contains racks for 

drying dish towels. Best /euwre, and one that 

might be adapted in any manufacturer's sink unit , 

is long open cabinet across back for storing many 

small items needed at sink. Open knee space, 

chair and foot rest allow housewife to sit while 

working at sink, could be provided with stock 

equipment by leaving off under-sink cabinet doors. 
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Refrigerator-range center has new horizontal refrigerator, 

specially built from stock parts (but not yet in production), 

and a manufacturer's stock wall oven, bolh at convenient waist­

level height. Both rest on adjustable shelves which can be set 

at the most com fortabl e working height for the individual. 

Their integral insulation has proved sufficient to prevent any 

appreciable heat or cold transfer between th em. 

I 

.I~ 
0 

0 bJ 
TIO - - :::J 

An L-plan layout of the Cornell units, one of several different 

arrangements possible. Here the fo od enters at right. is stored 

in waist-high refri gerator, then moves to the left (most natural 

for most women, who are right-handed) to mix center, sink 

center, counter-top range unit. then ce to servin g coun ter and 

dining area, left. Note different heitd1t.1· of counter-tops accord­

ing to use, vertical spacers which can be inserted under tops 

to raise or lower them to optimum height for each housewife . 

All units are supported on a metal C- fram. e which stands fr ee 

of the wall. can be demounted 1ch en rearrangement, additions 

or remo·nal is desired. Clean top lin e of con tinuou s valance 

(which contains strip lighting and 1·ent fan) reduces need for 

expensive furring down of kitchen ceilings, although open-top 

shelf will catch dirt. The sliding-door wall cabinets can have 

vertical or slanted fronts ; the latter are largely a question of 

es the tics: they provide a more open work counter below but 

make items on higher shelves harder to reach and remove. In 

this layout, the serve center could be dropped to range level to 

eliminate lifting. Wall oven at right has a horizontal pull-out 

board immediately under it for resting roasts, utensils, season­

ings. Th e five work-center units are compact enough to fit into 

a kitchen area as small as 8' x 12'. 
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for nearly six years a group of engineers. social psychologists, 
home economists and architects centered at Cornell Un iversity 
have been "re thinking" the kitchen-from scra tch . Result of thei r 
unique collaboration is a thorough report·::· on criteria and meas­
uremen ts for kitchen design, in cluding specifications for a new 
kitchen package (see sketches) . 

The Cornell kitchen incorporates many of the study's general 
findings (seep. 134). Fi rst, to achieve the fl exibility found neces­
sary in kitchens, all counter hei ghts, shelving and major appli­
ances were made adjustable verticall y to fit th e job to the woman. 
All units are modular (based on 24"). hence interchangeable. 
Being freestanding and demountable (they are attached to a frame­
work rather than the wall ), they can be laid out to fit different 
buyers' preferences, added to and rearranged to meet the chang­
ing needs of a growing family, moved in and out of rental prop­
erties. Units are planned in a variety of color combinations to suit 
different tastes and provide a presentable, cheerful work space. 

The study introduces five work centers rather than the tradi­
tional three, each intended for manufacture as a self-contained 
unit The new "serve center" recognizes the common need for 
pantry storage (silver, glass, china, etc.) and a counter to as­
semble the meal immediately before serving it. The new "mix 
center" groups most food-preparation activities, should be next to 
the refrigerator where most of the ingredients come from. 

Each work center stresses the well-proved principle of storage 
at point of first use (see sketches left)_ Frying pans are stored 
at th e range, potatoes at the sink , Aour at the mix center, etc. 

So that stored items can be seen and reached more readi ly, pull­
out trays and drawers replace all sta tionary shelves commonly 
used in base cabinets. Being of standard width , they are inter­
changeable. To solve the problem of open vs. closed storage, a 
tricky new "receding door assembly" is used for the base cabinets: 
in each work-center unit the two base-cabinet doors swing open 
from central pivots; from this position they can be pushed back 
into a sealed cartridge slot to keep them completely out of the 
way during meal preparation. (Actual performance of these doors 
would depend on the precision of manufacture and stabi lity of 
the materials used.) Wall cabinets have sliding doors rather than 
swinging ones to keep them out of the housewife's way when open. 

All parts of the Cornell cabinetwork are designed as knock­
down assemblies which could be sh1:ppNl /lat in ti ght packages, 
taking up a minimum of freight and warehouse space. Each work 
center is to be const ructed of standardized parts which could be 
put together by the distributor. bui lder. or owner . 

The first wooden mock-up of the kitchen was revised and bui lt 
in steel after extensive time-motion studi es on film, bending and 
reaching trials, storage and materials tests. Final stage in the 
six-year. $250,000 project will be testin g and observation in 
actual homes of ~ix Cornell kitchens now being fabricated in 
aluminum by the Rodman H. Martin Co. of Philadelphia. Nego· 
tiations for future mass production are rPported under way. 

''' Ba.<ed on two projects, sponsored by New York state and the federal 

government in cooperation with Reynolds Metals, General Electric, 

Sears Roebuck, Monsanto Chemical. Cooperative GLF Exchange, ln.c., 

Enamel Products Co. of Cleveland and A . ]. Lindemann & Hoverson 

Co . of Milwaukee. Project Leader: Glenn H. Beyer, professor of 

housing and design and director of the Cornell University Housing 

Research Center. Architect: Frank Weise. Consumer preferences and 

storage reqitirements were based on su.rvey of farm hom es in 12 north­

eastern states. The report's booklet, "The Cornell Kitchen-Product 

Design Through Research ," sells for $1, is available through Housing 

Research Center, Cornell University, Ithaca, N . Y. 
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Rudolph and the roof 
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How to make a revolution on a small budget 

Every house has a roof. But most houses have more roof 
than they need. After all, do roofs have to weigh as much 
as 50 lbs. per sq. ft.? Does each square foot have to be 
the work of at least three different trades? Does each 
square foot have to be made up of half a dozen different 
pieces and materials? And does each square foot have to 
cost and weigh what it does if all it needs to hold up is 
a) itself; b) some rain or snow, not a very serious problem 
in two-thirds of the US; and c) an occasional sparrow? 

These are some of the questions that have been bother­
ing Architect Paul Rudolph for the past seven yea rs. And 
because Rudolph is a good architect, he went to a lot of 
trouble to find the answers. Some are shown on these pages. 

This story, then, is not only about a nice little house 
in which to sit and look at the cool water when it is hot 
outside (pp. 142-145); it is a story about what happens 
when a good architect really gets excited about something, 
and how much original, concentrated and consistent re­
search you can expect him to do once he gets the bit 
between his teeth. 

But what about the client who just wants a roof over 
his head-any kind of roof? Rudolph's answer is that the 
client does not have to pay any more for a radically new 
type of roof structure than he pays for the "old" flat roof. 
Rudolph has proved it, too: a $15,000 house gave him 

a chance to find out about roofs in tension, and a $17,000 
house answered his questions about vaulted plywood. 
Moreover, the second and third times around the new 
type of structure came down in cost very considerably: 
in his Cocoon houses (of which he built four-see op­
posite) costs dropped 15% as the contractor became more 
familiar with the new medium. 

Rudolph started out with the proposition that the run­
of-the-mill roof simply was not good enough because it 
made no use of the more advanced techniques known to 
US building. It was not good enough in the age of shell­
concrete, space frames and suspension bridges. Not good 
enough when compared with the incredibly light and 
graceful structures in common use in ship construction 
(which Rudolph knew intimately from his Navy days). 
And not good enough in the age of plastics, of strong and 
flexible sheet materials, of stronger steel alloys. Obvi­
ously, there must he ways of building thinner, lighter, 
more economical roofs-out of fewer pieces, or even with 
a spray gun. 

Rudolph spent several years proving his point. First in 
partnership with Ralph Twitchell, and more recently on 
his own, he built a number of roofs that ranged from the 
familiar flat frame to the most advanced plastic tent forms. 
At the right is a log of his experiments: 
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Photos : (3) Slc inm etz ; (4) t l ack Hnlm cs; 

{others} © Ezru Slulle.r 
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FIRST ROOF: A CHINESE PUZZLE 

Analysis of traditional structure-a nat roof framed as elaborately 

as a Japanese teahouse, with roofdeck-o ver-j oists-over-girders-over­

po ls (no plaster ce ilirq!s ). Total th icknf',s : about 18". Wei ght 

per sq. ft. : about 20 lbs. (An ordinary Aat roof fram ed with 2" 

x lO"s, topped with sheathin g and fi ve-ply roofin g and gravel, and 

finished undern eath with a plaster ce iling may weigh about 25 

lbs. per sq. ft.) 

SECOND ROOF: SIMPLIFIED MILL CONSTRUCTION 

Joists were eliminated next. Roof now consisted of 2" planks 

spannin g 8' between 4.'' x 10" girdPrs. Tutal thickness : about 13". 

Weight per sq. ft. (ex cludin g girde rs) : about 7 lbs. (No plaster 

ceilin gs meant no worries about defl ec tion. ) 

THIRD ROOF: CONCRETE UMBRELLA 

For the Lanolith ic Indu stri es, Rudolph des ign ed a 4·" thick slab 

roof with gi rders "dropped" upward to produce a smooth ceiling 

underneath. Roof was supported on !a ll y columns with plates 

welded to the ir tops. Roof thickness (excludin g girders): about 

5". Weight per sq. ft.: about 50 lbs. Late r-, Twitchell & Rudolph 

built a 6" Aat slab on lalli es without girders. 

FOURTH ROOF: STEEL-AND-PLASTIC TENT 

Qu estions : Why must roofs be rigid ? Wh y waste material r esist· 

in g bending moments? "Steel, when used in tension, is more elo­

quent than when used in any oth er way; and sh eet materi als 

bent a re more eloquent than when used flat ," says Rudolph. Prob­

lem: a roof sandwich that could stretch and move at will , th en 

return to its ori ginal shape. An swer: Cocoon, the Navy's moth· 

balling material , sprayed on both sides of a l" insulatin g panel. 

This Cocoon sandwich is the n suppo rted on thin steel straps in 

tension. T otal thickness: l ~". Weight per sq. ft . : about 4 lbs. 

FIFTH ROOF: PLYWOOD VAULTS 

How about the ancient vault to eliminate bending moments? How 

a bout using bent sheet material s (like pl ywood) that are stronger 

in compression, stron ger when curved ? What are the problems? 

Problem one: How to bend plywood without heat or steam­

how can on e man bend it, in fact? First answer: take two 1;1" 
shee ts of 4' x 8' plywood (easier to bend than a sin gle %" sheet.) , 

overl ap them by 2' , glue and na il them, bend them down over a 

temporary frame erec ted unde r apC' x of vault. Bolt curved ply­

wood shee ts to girders and remove te mporary fram e. Second 

answer : be nd sheets over male form with smaller-than-ultim ate 

radius, glue and nail shee ts as above, let them snap back a little 

to final curve, and holt th em to girders as before (see sketches ) . 

Problem two: How to waterproof roof ? First answer: spray with 

Cocoon . Although th is would have eliminated costly nashing, it 

still proved about 15% more ex pensive than a five-ply, tar-and· 

gravel fini sh which was the second answer. 

Problem three: How to resolve outward thrusts of end vaults ? 

First answer: introduce tension rods to keep vaults from spread­

in g. Rejected , because Rudolph di d not like th e looks of tension 

rods and wanted ends of roof ti ed down for added safty in hur· 

ricanes. Second a nswer: buttresses at end vaults. These help tie 

down roof to floor girders. 

Problem four: How to handl e tops of interior partitions. Answer: 

cut out nine pieces of glass sc r ibed closely to ce ilin g curvature 

and top the partitions with these glass pan els. T otal roof thick­

ness (excludin g 2" x 10" girders ): about 2Y-i" . Weight per sq. 

ft.: about 8% lbs. Cost in place of first plywood structure (includ­

ing girders, but excluding insulation and roofing) : 75¢ per sq. ft. 

(Comparable flat roof of 2" x 6"s, 16" o.c., with plywood ceiling 

and plywood sheathing, costs 73¢.) Currentl y buildin g his seeond 

and third vaulted plywood roofs, Rudolph has already cut costs lOo/o. 

For the architectural result, turn the page 
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RUDOLPH AND THE ROOF 

Secoml-sfory house stands on eight dollble posts 

that raise the living areas into the breeze and 

g1,ve them a good view across treetops . Note 

concre te block walls n ext to posts-these are 

used to brace strllcture, as welt as to enclose 

ground-floor barbecue area. Ditter walls Jann 

patio all arollnd base of hollse. 

r --·- ···-~ -·- - - ______ .... -... ·-- -·-··-· 

Plot plan shows honse in center of graveled patio. Sur­

rounding a house with a formal and protected clearin g of 

this sort is essential in this /)art of Florida; otherwise 

jw1.glelihe vegetation (see opposi te) would soon engulf the 

unprotected house. 

JUNE 1953 

Patio has been treated as big, outdoor living 

room. Note small re fl ecting pool, sunny and 

shaded areas . Space under house is part open 

barbecue area, part enclosed storage bin. 

Phutu s : (Left) .l uscph J. Steinmetz ; (uthers) © t.'u11 StuLl.er 

Upstairs view includes wooden "lily pad" platform projecting out over 

the water. Buttress at end vault consists of 2" x 4" with 6" boards 

nailed to each side. Special steel connector ties buttress to roof girder. 

Note use of double m embers throughout house-a trick that makes each 

strucwrol member look light and elegant. 
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114· plywood 
4"-0" x 8'-0" panels 

2 
.. x 

10
.. joints staggered 

2.3.;·x· 10 112·• 

-.-2" x 4" 

2 - 31,j"x 5 ~£ 

living-room view shows kitchen 

and porch. Glass jalousies Wm en· 

tire house into cool breezeway. 

fiber board-
: . ~4' siding---- c...-

0construct1on brace 

Vault section shows two 1;~" sheets of -1' x 8' p/rwuud, glued and nailed 

together and lapped by 2', plu s ! " insulation and fii ·e-ply roofing on top . 

Plywood is bent over temporarv frnme, thl'n bolted down lo girder . R ela­

tively complicaled /lu shing could have bPen avoided if sprayed plastic 

roof had been less expensive. Sec tion through house (below) shows 

simple logic of frame , careful brncing of structure against hurricanes. 

living-room fireplace is topped by its own flue, plus flues from downstairs 

barbecue and heater. Flues pass through plastic skylight in roof. All parti­

tions in this small house stop short of ceiling, are topped off w-ith 

scribed glass panel where added privacy 1rns desired. 
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LOCATION: Sies ta Key, Fla. 

PAUL RUDOLPH, architect 

PAUL ZASADA , general contractor 
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Western house Vlith a 

far eastern flavor 
How an architect expanded and finished out his old 
house for relaxed living 

LOCATION: Berkeley, Calif. 

HENRY HILL, architec t 

ECKBO, ROYSTON & WILLIAMS, la ndscape a r·chiLec t." 

B. J. TIEGLAND, contractor 

As men are apt to do when they build for themselves, 
Henry Hill has finished his house with the things he likes, 

giving it a personality that is very much his own. Look 
closely, and you can see the precision of functional archi­
tecture, and with it the joy of experimenting with texture, 
pattern, plant forms; the en thusiasm for Oriental objects 

that comes so naturally to the West Coast; the love of 
rich-grained woods from the northwest's fore sts . 

It is houses like this one that AIA members will be talk­
ing about this month when they convene in Seattle to d is­
cuss the new regional architecture of the northwest. 
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Henry Hill 's house is restrain ed, the structure itself subord inat e 
to what is placed inside and around it. Hill, steerin g his usual 
course around both pure rustic and straight Bauhaus, has mad e h is 
architecture primari lv a $elting, a backgroun d for people a nd pos­
sessions- a home rather than a masterpiece. Yet, with out bein g 
obtrus ive. it is warm, rich, p layful, studded with glitterin g orna­
ment a nrl ~pots of co lor. 

Hill , like the res t of us, is a junk collec tor at heart. Where 
others' tastes might r u.n to kewpie dolls and balsam pill ows, or 
P icassos and first editions, Hill surrounds himself with a p leasant 
jumble of visual effects and miniature compositions, both archi­
tec tural and ornamental. He coll ec ts 

colors- such delicacie~ a~ wine, chocolate, mustard and olive ; 
odd accents of coral and gold; a mauve wall, a purple door, a red 
lacquer desk ; 

and textures-contras ting walls of rough stone, redwood shiplap 
and half-rounds; Aoors of p lank , ston e and tile ; fences of 'staves, 
waffle glass, rib bed.glass, copper and plastic; 

and things, mostly from the Eas t- plaques, statues, potter y. 
scrolls, lanterns, urns, bottles, driftwood, braziers, torches, maps. 
ferns and potted p lants. 

To the observer it is a house of small impressio ns, a sum of a 
hundred and one human details that sugges t not onl y how to 
bui ld a modern house, but how to enjoy and relax in one after you 
have built it. 

Chine:;e temple gung and gilt plaque adorn a purple door 

Oi;er the fir epluce : an ancient Ming urn 

A :;tune- print ed Chine:;e scroll in the bedroom hall 

Aboi;e the stairs : a bronze Buddha, madroiia branches 
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Phutu.~: Murle y Bne.r 

Sun deck is an extension of living room and d1:ning area, hadrgr11 1111il. Over 

hang oj the bedroom fioor creates an inlim.11.te ceilin g uver the fireplace gruu 11 

and a shaded, sheltered area along back of deck. At right in th.is picture (and 

. in. th.e picture at the bottom of the next pa.ge) is expressed on.e of the arc hi­

. tect's design principles: in.stead of using a.n opaque material to for m. both 

sides of an outside comer, use glass for one side, and, where possible, continue 

th e opaque wall (or ceiling) vat past th.e glass. R esult : the boxed-in feeling 

of a corn.er disappears; the eye follows the opa1;ue wall outside, and this makes 

the house seem bigger in.side. In bathroom wall at right, four or five stones were 

kno ck ed out and fi tt ed with a casement window on the inside. 
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Step-down house starts with bedrooms 

at street level, descends to main living 

areas, then to two terraces, finally to 

the pool and its private sunning area. 

N~ 

TO SAN FRANCISCO BAY 

FURNACE 8. STOR. 

LEVEL 

Hill's house steps down to a pool 

Latest additions to the H ill house (first publi shed in AF, Junr '42) 
are an ex tension of the kitchen , a new bedroom above it, the finish -
ing out of a storage space into a multipurpose room (all marked in 
black in plan at left) , and the rear garden with its enclosed pool , 

shown in photos at right. 
Since Hill ran out of fi ll when he built the re taining wall s at the 

bottom of his lot, he decided to leave a hole and line it with con­
crete for a swimmin g pool. The structure he put around the pool 
screens ou t the neighbors, keeps out leaves and animals, and by 
virtue of lock and key keeps his two young chi ld ren from fall ing 
or wandering in unsupervised. The upper side of this enclosure is 
angled to all ow better circulation from the house down into the 
screened garden . 

The many levels of house and garden create a lively interest as 
they step down the hill side, and make for a practical seclusion 
from the stree t above. The plan and section show ho w all bedrooms 
and all major living areas are arranged on two levels to take ad­
vantage of a wide view of San Francisco Bay to the west. All stor-

~~-==='0....__ ... 's "· age, halls and service faci lities are lined along the uphill side, 

pump filter 

presenting few windows to the street. The serving-play-guest room 
pictured below has the bay view too, plus an intimate outlook on 
a fenced outdoor space that increases its apparent size. 

HOUSE & HOME 



WESTERN HOUSE 

------· 

POOL LE VEL 

JUNE 1953 

Pocket-size pool is protected, in timate, ye t full 

of light and pattern. Tran slucent fe nces of plas­

tic-dipped insec t screen, arranged like I apanese 

shojis, make it neighborproof. Wire-mesh cn.ge 

and shallow-end pool divider (foreground) make 

it safe for chi:Ldrr-n. At night it is warm and 

fes tive, with smudge-pot stove, Hawaiian torch 

poles, house floodlights rnsting textured shadows. 

Lush garden, seen f ram. the dining room., is de­

signed for children: kidproof pool, sandbox, play­

table and paved play area (see plan, opposite 

page ). S tepping stones lead from stairs at left 

to pool steps, right behind bench rail. 
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Prefabrication goes regional 
New Gunnison house is first one designed specially for Southwest climate 

Chicago Photographers 

Talisman model was first introduced at Chicago N AHB 

meeting last January. Popular in most areas, it did not 

meet FHA standards jar bedroom windows in San An­

tonio. High , narrow bedroom windows on front and side of 

house may be compared with larger windows of the new 

Westerner in large photo, taken at San Antonio show. 

For the first time, a national manufacturer of prefabri­

cated houses has devclcped a regional house to suit the 
climate and needs of one section of the country. 

Introduced at the San Antonio home show last month, 

the new "Westerner" was a quick success with both public 

and builders. Since the new model's introduction, some 200 

houses have been sold and many builders have asked for 
dealerships. 

Popularity of the new model is credited directly to de­
sign changes made for the Southwest. A white marble-chip 
roof reflects heat. Because· 'bigger windows and an open 

plan provide better ventilalion and make the house look 

larger, and because a new line of mahogany storage cabi­

nets looks expensive, most of the 21,000 visitors who saw 

the 960 sq. ft. house considered it a good buy at $10,750, 
including a 62' lot. 
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Design was four-way 

When the San Anto nio FHA oflice wou ld not approve the hi gh, 

narrow bedroom windows in Lhe Tali sman design. Distr ib utor 
Ro land Bremer decided to ask Gunn ison Lo do so111clhi11 g about 

it. H c thought a house based on th e company's standard p rcfab 
panels was Lh e answer but he was convinced it wo ul d have Lo be 
modified for the Texas climate. 

The new \Vesterner is the result of a four-way design co ll abora­
tion . With Bremer worked factory engin eers. San Antonio De­
signer Arthur Guyo n and officia ls of So uth wes t Research I nstitute. 
Working with his partner, J. P. Wilhelm, Bremer bui lds about 
200 houses a year, is current president of the San Antonio build ­
ers' association, and believes he knows what peop le wanl in a 

$10,000 house. His firm also bu il ds storage cabinets. 
The house is an innovation for Gunni so n not on ly for its design 

but a lso because dealers do not buy Lhe same complete package 
that is so ld with other mode ls. Biggest difference is that Bremer 

does not take the same interior wa lls and closet assembli es. but 
uses hi s own storage cabin ets as par titi ons. He also suppli es th e 
foldin g doors. H e omits the standard furnace, water heater and 

roofing materials, using his own choice of such items. 
To cool the display ho use at the local bui lders' show, Bremer 

used window coo ler built into th e wall s . These are not put in 

standard models. Buyers may get a two-ton air conditioner 
with a 100,000 Btu heater for $1,100 ex tra to rep lace the s tand­
ard 55,000 Btu wa ll furnace . The 36' model with lot se ll s for 
$9,875. No price has yet been se t on Lh e 32' model. A ll houses 
have a 12' x 20' carpo rt with a 64 sq. ft. s torage room. 

LOCATION: San Antonio, Tex. 

BRE~ lER & WILl-IELl\I, buil<lers 

MARION PROESEL, decorating consultant 

PRlCE, $10,750 for 960 sq. [t. hou se 011 62' lot 

Builder's costs: 

40' \1<1t1' C packap;e de livered to s ite .... $3,590 

36' h1111 sc pa .. kagc delivered to site 3,395 

32' hou>'e packai.'C delivered to site ... . 3,010 

Slah (prices below for 40' model) 820 

Roo f & carport .. . .. . ... . .... ... . ... . 

Carprnlry labor 

Plurnbi11g 

Wjrin ~ and fixtures 

Jll'atn 

F luori11µ (oak & a,p hal t) 

Pain Lin~ 

J\,\Jc,tos sidin~ . 

Stora gC' f'a bi11cts 

Ful di11gdoors .. 

722 

400 

685 

150 

250 

·l85 

185 

160 

500 
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Zinlgraf] 

living room of W' estemer model us seen from dining urea shows openness of plan. Large front window with third bed­

ruum. ur study at left of /runt door makes living area appear large and spacious, gives better ventilation than a closed 

plan. Flooring in most of house is of oak squares. 
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STORAGE 
DINING 
10'-5" x8'-5"! 

BEDROOM 
ll'-9" x9'-IO" 

H. 
HALL 

OEN OR 
BEDROOM 

10'-0"xll'-10" 

Folding doors separate third bedroom from liv­

ing room, help to open. up fl oor plan and make 

house seem large r. One of Brem.er's rery popular 

storage cabinets is seen at jar end of th.e room. 

CARPORT LI V ING ROOM 
15'-11"x 15'-5" 

BED ROOM 
11 '- 8" x 11'-10" 

40' x 24' 

floor plans compared: new W esterner, above, 

older Talisman, below. Th ird bedroom in new plan 

has been moved fr om back to front , kitchen has 

been. pll.t at rear cent er, a d ining area has been 

added, fr ont facade has heen slrnightened 0 111 , and 

plan of /Pcslerncr hos l1 een 01iencd 11p. 

LI VING 

15'-o"x 16 ' -O" 
lo---+-~=mi.i 

BEDROOM 

9'-0"x 12'-o" 

BEDROOM 

10'- 0"x 12'-0" 

36' x 24' 

Westerner and Talisman 

Here is a compari so n belween Lhe new 4°0' model. and the Gu nni­
son Tal isman designed by Architec t Henry Hi ll which many 
builders inspected las t Ja nuary a t N AHB's Chicago meetin g: 

Outside appearance is gene rally simi lar except th at the new 
house has more and larger windows a nd a lower-pitch ed roof . 
The Tali sman has a 4 -in-12 roof covered with a$bes tos shingles . 
The Wes tern er has a 3-in-12 built-up roof with white marbl e 
ch ips. Both houses have overha ngs on all four sides. Bremer 

adds considerable ston e or brick to hi s fa cades to givt> his houses 
an individ ual look. The Wes te rn er has no ch imn ey . A narrow 
porch cu t into the Ta li sma n at Lhe fr ont entrance has been 
eliminated and this space is used inside of tlw new house. 

Floor plan. Talisman is a conven ti o11 al three-bedroom design 
with li vi ng room in front and com bined kitchen and dining area 
behind it. There is no door between ki tchen and living room, but 
the plan co uld not be called open. The Western er has one of its 
three bedrooms open to the li vin g room (see above) and the 
l ivi ng room, dining room and kitchen are a ll open to each other, 
making the house seem larger and more spacious than in a closed­
plan house of the same size. This openness also grea t] y helps ven­
til ation in a hot clima te. 

Windows. These are amon g the major innova tions, as the new 
house has considerabl y larger windows and more of them can 
be open ed. High bedroom windows have been replaced and all 
wi ndows are planned for better ventila ti on. In some variations, 
li vi ng-room windows will ex tend from noor to cei ling. In all 

Gunnison houses wi ndows are steel, either casement or awnin g. 

Storage. I n contrast with the Talisman , which has standard 
closets with sliding doors but no bui l t-in fittin gs, the Wes tern er 
has an ab unda nce of frees landiJ1 g storage wall s wh ich have bui lt­

in drawers, shelves, bookcases, a desk, bathroom storage and 
other special -purpose space. These are not part of the Gu nni son 
package but are mad e by Bremer. Ca bin ets in the house pictured 
here are of mahogany, but other woods are used also. Late r some 
cabinets wi ll be on casters so that they can form rnovabk pa rtit ions. 
The Wes tern er has consid erably more usabl e storage 1ha11 other 
Gunnison models. 

Kitchen is a basic Gunnison package except that the new house 

has abo ut 20 % more cabinets than the Talisman. The new 
kitchen is slightl y smaller but it is less crowded as it has no din ­

ing table . It is well concea led from the livin g room even though 
the plan is open. 

Variations. Beca use the FHA office encourages variations and 
also because Bremer feels it important to give houses some in­
dividual i ty, he has worked out about 30 different elevation s, 

man y of which depend on shifting the carport or changin g its 
design. This will give the regional houses a more varied look 
tha n other Gunnison models have had. 

Furnace-room location. In the Ta i isrnan the eq ui pment room 

is a closet off the bedroom hall or li vi ng room. Bremer puts 
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Kitchen in new house is composed of standard 

prefab parts although about 20% m ore cabinets 

lune been added. Bulky refrigerator, usually 

w1.sightly, is well hidden from li ving room . 

equipmen t m one of his storage-wall uni ts which backs up to 
the kitchen. He has more places to put his equipment room 
because his freestanding storage walls give him fl exibility. 

Storage cabinets are popular feature. " The storage wall s 
were the hit of the house," says Bremer in reviewing the reaction 
of the home-show crowds. Finished in rich-looking Philippine 
mahogany, and with a variety of special-purpose shelves. counters 
and cupboards, they gave visitors an impression of big-house 
luxury. This reaction is like the one thousands of visitors had to 
the storage walls in Trade Secrets houses in every part of the 
country. They were the one feature tha t no one criticized. 

Influenced by other cabinets on the market, Bremer makes his 
sections in standard uni ts which can be combined to form walls 
between living room and bedroom, between two bedrooms, or as 
part of a hall, bathroom or kitchen wall . 

In production houses Bremer will make his cabinets of several 
kinds of wood, both na tural finished and painted. Encouraged 
by the popularity of Frank Robertson's movabl e storage wa lls 
(see H&H, Dec. '52), Bremer will put casters on some cabinets 
so tha t a home buyer can move partitions and create his own 
rooms at a la ter date if he wishes. 

Significance of thi s entire project for Gunnison is that for the 
first time a large southwestern market may be opening up for 
prefabrication which will help to use factory production during 
winter months when northern builders tend to slow up. The 
Wes terner will be sold in Louisiana, Arkansas, Ok lahoma, New 
Mexico and T exas. I t is not intended for the North. 

JUNE 1953 

Ph ntos : Z inlJ:niO 

Storage wall, right, slwws dressing table, llllf­

ror and bu1:L1-in drawers with tall clothes cabinet 

at Jar Left. Ceiling-to-floor window curtains make 

room seem taller. 

Storage cabinets are made so th at several dif­

fer ent units may be combined into one wall. 
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Air-conditioned house prize Vlinners 
Carrier's $27,800 competition starts 

nearly 900 architects and designers thinking about how 

to cool builders' houses 

Prize winners 

NATIONAL GRAND PRIZE, $ 5,000 

Edw11rdn Fcrri1111d11 C11tt1Lonu 11111/ 

/·fora ciu Caminos, Raleigh., N. C. 

EASTERN AND NORTHEASTERN REGION 

CLASS I ( 1,000 sq. ft . and unde r) 

Grand prize, Richard /Jimit , C11m luid/: t', Mr1ss . 

first pri ze, pitched roof 
Rubert Geddes and Gcorf!C (Jun/ls . fJ/1i /!ufrlphia, Pa. 

Second prize, pitched roo f 
Carlton R. R ichmond Jr . , and F. Fr ederick Brudc , Cambridge, Mass 

first prize, flat roof 
R unrtLd Gourle y . Ca 111 brirli;c, Jll1J S/i . 

Second prize, flat roof 
John, Jlli c l1t1 cl Goduscik , S rnt c Col lege, Pu. 

CLASS II (1,000- 1,800 sq. ft. ) 

Grand prize, AUrn/111111 II . Cd/er nnd II illiom Cox , New Y ork lit ) 

First prize, pitched roof 
William Cox and A bmh run IV. Geller, New Y ork City 

Second prize, pitched roof 
Juhn Mu r1il1y, Nurth B erge n, N. }. 

First priz:e, flat roof 
Keyes, Smith, Snu crle c & l ctlu:rluidgc, 11' 11 shi11 g11m, D. C. 

Second prize, flat roo f 
Arthur IJ l'Sa lv n Jr. , Ruwoy l nn, C 11 flft. 

CENTRAL AND NORTHWESTERN REGION 

CLASS I ( 1,000 sq. ft. and under) 

Grand prize, l usc1Jfi Bllrrtdt, ChiL"ogu, JU. 

First prize, pitched roof 
R uyal A . M cClure , S11r1!.-on1·. II 11 :; h . 

Second prize, pitched roof 
Rourke J. Haas Jr ., R 11sc vill e, Mich. 

First prize, flat roof 
l ulin P. Sh11w, Umf//111 , 1\ 'eb . 

Second prize, flat roof 
D11nt1hl R . L'ric.1·1111., )' oki111t1 , Wa :;h. 

CLASS II ( 1,000-1,800 sq. ft. ) 
Grand prize, Tum B cfl r , S t. luuis, Mo. 

First prize, pitched roof 
R. J. 11nd G. /:." . /fo /]1· rt y , Sr. Paul , Minn. 

Second prize, pitched roof 
D.onald Ponu sldrn, Birmirig/111111, 11/ iclt. 

Firs t prize, flat roof 
Astra Zari na and U1JuJ,:l11 .~ ll uner, Sct1tlh- , Wa sh 

Second prize, flat roof 
Robc1t and Anw1 IJ!is8, tlli11n1•11p11lis, Jl/111n. 

SOUTHERN AND SOUTHWESTERN REGION 

CLASS I ( l ,000 sq. ft. and und e r) 

Grand prize, l11rry Jll l/tl11rd !lnrl James l. BcnrH:tt, Cr l' 1·11 sb uro, N. C. 

First prize, pitched roof 
George C. Srhr r it cr, San Frcuwiscn. C11lif. 
R ubert B . /l 'la rqui:s, Snllsa{ifu , (;11/if. 

Second prize , pitche d roof 
J ohn G. Rcmma, Berkeley, Calif. 

First prize, flat roof 
William Paynter, Bnkers/icld, C11li f. 

Second prize, flat roof 
Jlfacnn S . Smith, Raleigh, !\' . C. 

CLASS II ( 1,000-1 ,800 sq. ft.) 

Grand prize, A . L. Aydduu, /11 1•m11his, 1'1 •1111. 

First prize, pi tched roof 
R obert C. W illwnowski, R aleigh , .\. C. 

Second prize, pitched roof · 
H arvey Gene Slrung, Alluntn , C11. 

Fii-st prize, flat roof 
Fred Dinger and Frank G11ldb erg , Los Ange le s , Cu/if . 

Second prize, flat roof 
Rubert N. Wal$C h and Marie P. L owrey, N e w Orl l! 1111 s, Lr1. 

Sponsori ng the first design con tes t for an air-conditioned 
builders' house and putting up $27 ,800 in prize money, Carrier 
Corp. has done the whole homebuilding industry and the 
whole air-conditioning industry a real service. Nearly 900 
archi tects, designers and students were inspired to think and 
plan for air conditioning for the first time. 

A study of the 31 prize winners, only seven of which can be 
presented here, shows how important it is to start more de­
signers thinking along these lines . In planning their first houses 
for air condi tioning, most contestants showed only a rudi­
meulary grasp of how to take advantage of air conditi on ing, 
how to keep operating costs down and at the same time produce 

a salable house. 
Many of the winning designs have flat roofs, though a 

[Jitched roof makes it much easier to provide well-ventilated 
space above the ceiling to cut one of the greatest heat loads 
on a house-sun on the roof. Most contestants ignored the use 
of trees, fences or other vertical shade-making devices whi ch 
could reduce sun load on the west wall, a helpful factor even 
when there are no west windows. Many ignored putting a car­
por l 0 11 the west as a shading device. 

While high ribbon bedroom windows tightly sealed and 
tucked under wide overhangs are fine from an air-condi tioning 
view point, they darken rooms, cause claustrophobia and ride 
roughshod over most people's desire to keep windows open part 
of th e year. Builders cannot sell houses in today's market wiLh 
sealed windows. Many of the contest bedrooms are also far 
too small for public acceptance. Scores of kitchens show no 
apparent means of exhausting heat or odors. 

Despite such shortcomings, these prize-winning ho use designs 
off er many good new ideas fo r arch itects and lJUild cr~. 

Contest judges in action. Left to right: MIT Arcfd­

tectu ral Dean Pietro Belluschi, Architect R ichard ]. 

Neutra , Industrial Engineer Dr. Lillian Gilbreth, NAHB's 

Technical Director Leonard Haeger, Architect Edgar 

Ill illiams, contest-advisor Architect Harold R . Sleeper. 

/IIaurey Garbe r 
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What the judge s said: 

Belluschi: An eco nom ical and fl exi ble design. 

it wo ul d sui t no t only one fa mily but the 
average fami ly. T he fa ct that it is small. com­
pact and expa nsive had a g rea t deal to do with 
its winn ing the prize. Eve rythin g coun ts. even 
the location of sto rage space and access to it 
as well as the fence. a nd th e play areas and 
service areas-al l are bea utifull y r elated. It is 
elemental- not subj ect to tri cks or styles ... 
shou lei be good for a lon g tim e. 

William s : T he whole solu tion shows simpli city 
and competence. T he di sposition of parts 
makes for a free plan . in whi ch parents and 
children have use of an a rea se parate from the 
livin g r oo m. Bedroom s are in a sim ple pack­
age. You can reach the bathroom without 
bein g seen from li ving room or multi purpose 
roOJll . As to the basic concept. it would hard­
ly be possible or competent without the 
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Natioral Grand Prize of 85,000 was awarded by th e judges to the design of 

A rchitects Edwardo Fernando Catalano and Horacio Caminos. both visiting A rgen­

tinians now on the faculty of th e archi tec tural school at N orth Carolina Stat e College. 

R en derings abore show north view with carport , south view a l top w ith terrace. 

Weatherm aker. whi ch, in my oprn 1on, is a 
basic premise. T he intelli gen t arrange ment of 
the bu il din gs perm its a n open spa ce enj oyed 
!Jy all the oth ers on the plot. I pa r tic ul a rly 
like the entra nce off the main d ri veway. This 
gives a sin gle entran ce rather than two . 

Neutra: The social room is bet ter for fa mil y 
li fe. F used into on e alm ost uni nterrup ted 
ar ea, it makes for an un usual spaciousness 
in a 1.000 sq. ft . hou se. All uti liti es and me­
chani cal equipm ent are cl ustered around th e 
air conditioner in a r emarkably com pact a r­
ran gement. The outside spaces a re a rti cula ted 
without lavish s pendin g. 

Haeg er: It is a simple. stra ightfo rwa rd house. 
It should be very easy to constru ct. This chap 
has a nice under sta ndin g of the outside, too, 
especially the children 's playground. 

Gilbreth: T he design. all on one level. mak es 
possible a layout whi ch will be economi cal 
from the tim e and ene rgy sta ndpo int. There is 
a g row ing tendency towar d fl exibili ty so roo ms 
may he used fo r different purpo ses as the size. 
age a nd demands of the fa mil y g ro up change. 
T he problem of sec urin g privacy for mem bers 
o f th e fam ily mu st be considered alon g wi th 
picture win dows. locating the house on the 
plot a nd em phasis on a room 0f one' s own 
ve rsus teamwork and group activity. The 
hom e of the future will proba bly be even more 
Aexib le a nd in its design kee p pace with new 
pattern s of fam il y li fe. such as in creased em­
phasis on comfort. on inform al living. on hos­
pitali ty and on mul ti ple use of space. T he 
homemaker today is inter ested in her hom e 
from both housekee ping and fam ily-rela tion s 
angles. look s to br in g comfort a nd happin ess 
t o every member of the family. 
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House with an umbrella roof 

Architect A . L. Aydelott of Me111phis won a .$2,000 prize for 

submitting the best Class II house (over 1,000 sq. ft.} with 

either flat or pitched roof in the south.em and south­

western region. 

Haeger: It i s probabl y th e bes t exa mpl e we 
have seen of techni cal , en gineerin g co m­
petence in tackling th e problem. 

Williams: I wo nder if th e use of great glass 
areas, even though th ey are se t back, a re out­
sid e th e purvi ew of our program? W hil e I 
recognize a competence and a charm, I am 
criti cal in tha t I don't beli eve this represents 
the hou se I wo uld look for as a design wh ich 
contributes to th e use of a ir co nditi onin g. 

Belluschi: It is not very eco nomi cal. T her e is 
a g rea t dea l of th e es th etic in th e appo rti onin g 
of s pa ce. It has fairly good circu la ti on. The 
direct rays of the sun in a so uth e rn r egion 
so mewhat minimi ze the main criti cism. which 
is that it ha s too m uch glass for an air-con­
ditioned house. 



Bedrooms give up space 

to multipurpose room 

Architec ts Smith , K er es, S a11 erl ee & Lethbridge, 

design ers of se i·erul highly successful /wilder." proj­

ects out., i£le IVi1shi11 gt o11 , D. C. icon fir st prize for a 

·' flat rou/" i11Ju .. ,e ( pitch 3-in-12 or less) of 1,800 st/. 

ft . or under. 

Most unu sual feature of th e house is a large. 12' 

x 24' multipurpose room adjoining kitchen and bed· 

room s , l1ut se parate fr om li·1·in{{ and dining ruvm . 

This is a 1,712 sq. ft. house desi,en cd for a famil y 

thllt needs f1Jnr bedro o111 s, w esu111ll/;/y parents a./11/ 

three childrl' n. ft might !J< ' a p/ll 11 ufjeretl as Oil<' 

of se reral by a prot!u...iiu11 IJflilder. P/l. re111s· hcd­

ruom is 12' x 16' l111d has IL private bath when 

desired, or the second bu.th C//.11. be made a1 ·a.ilable 

to th e children without th eir goin g throu gh th e 

parents' bedroom. Children's bedrooms are small, 

but 1t IJflililcr could 111uke /ton larger rooms instead 

of three small ones. M11ltitJ11rp11se room adjoi11i11g th e 

bedroom s is a guoll idea , provides thning space fur 

children, a place lo pla_1· or a swdy ta/1/e. Bedrvo111 

wi11dvws on the eas t 1call can li e opened. Cllrport is 

on th e west side. /onus sh ade for 11 terracl'. 

Of r:rea t i111 portu nr·c is th at th e architects recog11i::.c 

that shade lrees on th e ll'esl help to redu ce li eut loud 

on west LVllil and roof. Skrlights. however, will let 

w .1un heat unless th ey are shaded. 
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Williams: Thi s plan almost ove rdoes the multi­

Jlllrpose area. It does provid e that kind of r e­
treat from th e mo re formal living areas. The 
e levation s ha ve charm and are in good scal e. 
Access to the gard en from th e livi11g area 
mak es for good r elation ship between hou se 
and ground s. 

Haeger: Thi s pl a n r equires th e frank acce pt­
an ce of th e multipurpose roo m and the con­
fu s ion of se rvices whi ch in a 1,800 sq . ft. 
house is a littl e difficult for me to accept. 

Williams: It isn' t hard to ge t from here to 

ther e. It is not like going past a kitchen r e· 
cess as in som e of th e oth er plan s. 

Belluschi: Th e requirements of air condition­

in g are fairly well met. 
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South wall closed by shutters 

One of the six ,:::rant! pri:cs went to Architects 

AIJrah11111. 1/7. Geller 1111,/ l/'"illiw11 Co.1· uj New York 

Cit y for this 1.799 s11. ft. design . Most 111111 s1/lll 

Jrature ;s a series nf large 'U'oml en sh11 1t ers H'hich 

can be used to close th e roof-high so11t h wall . 

Williams: A n y pla11 whi c h op en ;; up Lit e li vin g 

quarters in a charming mann e r Lo th e gard en 

ha s alrea d y acl1i eved som e thing. W hile th e 

use o f gl a ss goes th e limit in a l10l1 se whi ch 

prelends to have economy. he l1 as provid ed a 

seri es of shull e rs which are not onl y pl easa nt 

Jo look at lrnt quite use flil as we ll. 

Belluschi: Howeve r. they might be hard to 

weath erproo f. I wa nt to mak e a nega ti ve co m­

m ent on th e locatio n o f th ose c lose t '" I See 

Aoor pl a n fo r c lose ts whi ch proj ec t nut heyo nd 

wall of house at north end.-Ed. ] 

Haeger: Th e jury sho uld r·equ esl th at thi s de­
s ign e r be mad e to Ji ve in a hou se with clo se ts 

lik e t hat. 

West wall extension 

shades terrace 

Designa lrillia111 P11r11ter, of th e nrch it cc tu rnl 

(inn of Rohert N. E1!tly & Associat es 11/ Bakers­

field Calif .. won a first pri:e of S7.)0 j11r th e best 

" flat-m11 j" !11J11sc (w ith 11itch of -~-in-.12 or less) uf 

1,000 SI/ . ft. or under in th e south ern and south -

wes tern region. 

Despite its e11orrnolls f{lass area to the sou th , 

t.l11s hn11 se 1110rc 11 ear fr resl' 111l1/cs a l111ild er' s idea of 

a s11la l1le house th1111 other winners . 

Tli c des ir:11 cr lius 11111 hl'sit11t1 •rl to use 1ci11du1rs 

that 0/1<'11 011 /10th 1•11st 1111il ,,. ,._, t 1Nills. h11 t he has 

11rn1·iiled overhangs ll"hi,.h 1111rriol/y shield 1h c111. 

11'1t h proper sh11ili11g /ro111 t rel's , shrnl1s or trt'//i." "' 

there mi§tht nnt /J e too 11111 ch cuulin g luss /ru111 

s11ch windo1us . 

Th e l.:itchc11 /ins a la rge .rn111/wrn window. whic/1 

11'011ld lie 11 good so/l's 1111rnr1 i1111. An excellen t 

fcot11rp is the l'.r t r11il1' d n't'st wall '11'hi1-!1 11"i/I 111·11-

nde shade for the so11tlu·n1 t1 ' 1'f'r1ct: o n sn111111C'r 

afternoons. Heilroun1.s are tuu s11wll. 

HOUSE & HOME 



A house with four terraces 

To sr11rlenls Fred /!i11{< <'r 11nrl /.'rank Go/dhcrg of 

Los Angeles 11•cn1 a {trsr 11ri:e for the ves t /lat ­

roof house in th e 1 .800 sq. ft. class. Th eir design 

is a three- li et!room, two-bath lro11se of 1,577 sq . ft. 

which lnoke with th e preceden t se t by many en­

tries in that ir had high gahle windows on bot.I< 

eas t and u:est as well as large window areas on 

north and south. 

Jllost 1111asual feature is four separate outt!onr 

terrnces which em phasi:e the fa ct that in sou/h­

em. Califnmi11 a fr1111il .r docs not expect to sta1· 

coo11ed 11p in an air-conditioned ho11 se all rear. 

Neutra: Here is a co mbinal iun of fami ly a nd 
soc ial space in a ngul ar form . It is so mewh at 
irreg ul ar in tl1 e way th e layout is handl ed in 
eleva tion s but has certain l yri cal success. 

A charming entrance 

with privacy 

/ /'1inner nj rh,· /,, .. , / 11ri:1· lnr ,·ithcr roof /_I'/><' in 

the / .800 sq. ft . clrr ss fnr tire cr 11 trnl and north ­

western region 1ros Arclriter·t Tom Brar of St. 

Louis. Il e prorided o rrco-car carporr. interior 

garden_ shaded nrcrl1rrngs over cas t ond wes t doors, 

an ext ra holf-hoth. good corporr storoge 11l11s a 

icorkhen ch . rr play area and a !.-i1 clre11 that can 

be shut of]. 

Be//uschi: 'iVhat ca 11gh t 011r eye 111nre 1l1 an a ny­
thin g else is th e cha rmin g entran ce whi ch a l;;o 
lend s itse lf to priva cy. T he pl a n wn rk s wr ll 
from th e pra cti cal poin t of view. E levation s 
are simpl e. He has tak en a n area !"for the 
garde n] whi ch would be more desirabl y 11srd 
as a recrea ti on roo m if th e re we re children. 

Williams: Yo u have a s imple. sq11are pl an 
wh ere th e ai r-conditi oner unit is we ll loca tt> d, 
a s imple entrance whi ch is pl ea, in g hera 11 se 
it is ample. Th e roof trea tm ent is int e 1· es tin g 
an d gives th e b11ildin g a cha rac ter of it s own 
without reco urse to tricks. 

Haeger: From an a ir-conditi onin g vi ewpoint 
it is a compe tent. tec hni ra l soli1ti on. In many 
places yo 11 co11lcl probab ly ge t by with one 
plumhin g uni t. 
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Wiring tips from an all-electric house 
First in a series of three articles on adequate wiring 

How much electrical convenience will an extra $20 buy for your houses? $40? 

How can the location of your electric range save you $15? 

How can you include more convenience outlets at a reasonable cost? 

Which particular wiring and lighting ideas are the best sales features? 

How can you stretch your electrical budget? 

This all-electric house in l{eading, Pa ., built in cooperation with 
the local utility as an exhibit, is a good house for the merchant 
builder to study. Many of its ideas can be adapted to the low-cos t 
house, and any of them can he pi cked up for a ~ales frature. The 
quiz brlow will help you check on how your wiring measures up 
to today's high electrical requirements. The Reading house scores 
heav ily by these standards. 

1. Is service capacity planned for both present and 

future needs? Yes _ No_ 

Service en trance capacity is the keystone to normal expansion of 
electrical facilities. Since 1940, rrsidential use of power has in­
creased 229'/o, and the trend is still upward. Air conditioning, 
with its added load , is growing more common in both old and new 
houses. The normal 60 amp. panel. with No. 6 service wires, is 
inadequate for the elect ri cal expa nsion that many families plan. 
Yet ample capacity can be provided for as littl e as $40, with a 
100 amp. panel and No. 2 service wires . (continued on p . 174) 

Plug-in strips are econnmical. 

permit free f11.rnit11re place­

ment. Lamps may be turned 

on or off directly or from 

central wall switch. 

Weatherproof outlets arc fllr­

nished at front and rear of 

house, eliminate makeshifl ar­

rangements for electric tools 

or ontdoor Xmas l£ghts. 

Ceiling fixtures show thor­

ough11css of lighting facilities. 

Flush fixture (foregrou nd) 

throws cn11centrated light on 

iron;n~ wnrk area. 

Service entrance uses No. 2 

wires, is heavy enough to per­

mit fnture air conditinn i11g. 

Three heal'y applirrnrrs hrn•c 

dirrrt cirr11i1s. 

1. Electronic garage door 
opener 

2. Plug-in strips 

3 . Valance lighting 

4. Combination ceiling fixture, 

providing direct light, plus 
general illumination 

5. Ventilating fan 

6. Fluorescent fixtures 

7. Recessed fixture 

8. Combination light, fan and 
heater 

9. Close-to-ceiling bedroom fix .. 
tu re 

10. Outside floodlight 

11. Location of service entrance 
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1s only as good as its 
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that's why 
makes its OWN I 

Ro-Way designs, engineers and manufactures all the exclusive features 
that go into every Ro-Way overhead type door. Power-metered 
springs. Ball bearing Double-Thick Tread rollers. Seal-A-Matic hinges. 
Taper-Tite track. That means you can be sure the operating parts 
of Ro-Way doors are engineered to do the job .. . quality controlled 
from start to finish ... built for a long life of dependable, trouble­
free service and customer satisfaction. 

Every part-from the carefully selected West Coast lumber to the 
heavy gauge hardware that's both Parkerized and painted- helps 
make Ro-Way the best possible door for any home or commercial 
building. Every part is built to give permanently smooth easy-up, 
easy-down operation-year 'round, year after year. Mortise and tenon 
joints are both glued and steel doweled . Muntins, rails and stiles 
squared up with precision ... sections rabbeted to assure weather­
tight joints. And the Power-metered springs are individually matched 
to the weight of each door. 

Yes, top to bottom-inside and out-Ro-Way builds its doors to 
its own highest standards of quality. And that's what makes the big 
difference in service and dependability. So remember, when you're 
specifying garage doors-for residential, commercial, or industrial 
installations- don't settle for anything less than a Ro-Way! 

ROWE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 1124 Holton Street, Galesburg, Ill, 

*in\ouR ~ CATALOG IN 
\\ SWEET'S 
~ ce 

Nationwide soles and installation service. See your classified 

telephone directory for nearest Ro-Woy distributor. 
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Atltl 
PARKAY FLOORS 

to Your 

Selling Team! 
ATTRACT "VALUE-MINDED" 
HOME BUYERS WITH HARDWOOD 
FLOORS OF PARKAY OAK TILE 
Today's home buyer is "looking before he leaps" -looking 
for such solid values as genuine hardwood floors. That's why 
so many builders are putting Parkay Oak Tile floors high on 
their list of selling features -and getting results. 

And the beauty of Parkay, in addition to its appearance, is 
that you can offer this quality feature at a cost comparable 
to that of ordinary strip finished on the job. This choice oak 
flooring is 3/11,'' thick-conserving costly hardwood without 
sacrificing wearing surface; permitting use with other re­
silient floor materials without changing floor levels. Factory 
finishing eliminates slow and costly sanding and shellacking. 
Flooring is applied quickly with Parkay Adhesive over any 
smooth, dry subsurface-wood or cement. 

Parkay 9 11 x9 11 Oak Tile is available in brown or blond finish. 
Write today for sample and descriptive literature. Plan to 
capitalize on the power of Pa rkay to attract prospects -
close sales. Parkay, Incorporated, 5002 Crittenden Drive, 
Louisville 9, Kentucky. . 

READY-FINISHED HARDWOOD 
FOR FLOORS AND WALLS 

BOOK REVIEWS 

HOUSEBUILDING IN TRANSITION 

By Sherman J. Maisel. ''' University of Ca li fornia 

Press, Berkeley, Calif. pp. xvi-396. $5 

Mr. Mais el's book, from which this article is 
abstracted, concerns the em.ergrn cP, growth 
and relative effici ency of th e 11U'rrhant builder. 

Th e resear ch upon which it is based rests on 
an examination of all types and si;es of builder 

operations in th e San Fran cisco Bay arra. 

The growth in size of hou sebuild e rs [hasJ 

brought about far less improvem ent in man­

agement than might have been ex pected . _ .. 

The greates t weaknesses seem to lie in the 

r ealm s 0£ cost data and r esearch and in a 

failure to re-exam in e th e ove r-all p rob lems of 

th e o rga nizat ion and fun c tion s of th e firm . 

Perhaps mos t im porlant has heen t he fail­

ure to deve lop ad eq1iate record-keep in g and 

m ethod s oE produ c tion contro l. M anagement 

ha s r emain ed on a ve ry pe r5onal ba s is. S ched­

uling ha s loo often bee n hit-or-mi ss. Many ad­

vantages o[ s pecia li zation have heen negl ected 

through in e rti a and ignoran ce. 

Even among th e big firm s. t he majority had 

no ad eq11ate cost accountin g or produ ction 

control s. As a res1llt, th e ir effi c iency wa s low. 

Hou se building firm s have acc urat e record s 

of th e.ir tnial costs, but have fail ed to break 

th em .down to show the cos ts of s pecific parts 

of the ope ration. Many examples can be 

found of builder s who have not known 

wheth e r they should adopt a specific tech­

niqu e becau se th ey had no way of comparing 

r e lative costs. 

Organization is the key 

Related to thi s la ck o f knowl ed ge about costs 

has been the failure o[ firm s to r e-examin e 

their complete job organization and to intro­

du ce new method s and mate ri a l s. It is tru e 

that large build e rs ha ve emphasi zed stan­

dardization, s implifi cat ion. and the logic of 

th eir production processes to som e extent. 

But on the whol e. th e fi eld ha s r ece ived far 

l ess attention than is its clue. If builders knew 

more about t heir ac tual cos ts in te rm s of com­

pon ents and individnal section s of the house 

(a s co111pared with th e ir prese nt knowledge 

of w hat they spend for 111ate rial s, labor, and 

trade contracts ) they might find it advantage­

ou s to modify and revamp th e ir whole con­
str uction process. 

Management skills 

New procedures have bee n developed in the 

mos t effi cient firm s. and it is probable that, 

in time and with more in tens ive competition , 

,., A> A!'!'ociate Professor of B11sin ess Admini stra­

tion at the Uni,·e rs ity of California, Berkeley, the 
author has, for th e pas t ten years, been closely 

associated with the r eal esta te fi e ld in the area 

of urban land economics anrl has written a n11111ber 

of articles and papers on th e '"hject. 

co11ti11u ed on p . 166 
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G-E Builder Appliances . .. 
designed for you, built for you, 

priced for you ! 

Model SEB 120. Here's the Genera l E lectric 
Sink built specially for you .. . and at a really 
low price. The G - E Electric Sink is pre­
plumbed and in standard sink width. It costs 
very little more to install a General E lectric 
Electric Sink than a regular sink. 

Model UCB 120. This is the G -E Automatic 
Dishwasher so many women prefer. It installs 
in minut es! And it's designed to satisfy the 
strictes t plumbing codes. Cost -conscious 
builders know this G-E Dishwasher to be a 
really top sales-maker! 

Model FA4. The G-E Disposall is backed by 
a written 5-year protection plan. A G-E Dis­
posall inetalls in the sink drain line easily. 
And Disposalls operate efficiently with septic 
tanks as well as sewers. Over 100,000 are in 
operation right now! 

GENERAL ELECTRIC BRINGS YOU: 

JUNE 1953 

Profits - Real profits are yours with the G-E 
Electric Sink priced right for you. Sit down with your 
General Electric distributor and let him help you 
build your profits with a G-E Electric Sink! 

Consumer Preference - Gen-
eralElectriccontinues to lead the industry. In a recent 
survey we found 53 out of every 100 people inter­
viewed believed the best home appliances were made 
by General Electric. On this basis, 1 out of 2 of your 

house-hunters is already pre-sold on G. E.! 

Dependability- General Electric's 
written 5-year Disposall plan is the first of its kind. 
It's another proof of real dependability ... the kind 
that buyers know they get from General Electric. 

More Home Sales-Mr. William F. 
Hendy, builder of Arcose Homes in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
is convinced-more than ever-that it pays to in­
stall General Electric equipment. He should be con­
vinced. He sold 64 G-E equipped houses in 60 days! 
You, too, can start selling your houses faster, easier, 
and for greater profit with General Electric. 

You can put your confidence in-

GENERAL ELECTRIC 
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For 
Perimeter 
Heating 

'tU'e ~ 
IDIDAIRDUCT 

PAT. APP. FOR @ 

Laminated FIBRE Duct 
says Mr. Robert T. Curran, President of 

.. ~-----

Servaire, Inc., was one of the 

heating contracting firms that helped 

complete 800 homes in 

the privately-developed 
$25 million dollar Illinois 

housing project 

Thank you, Mr. Curran! Your statement helps 

back up the many claims we have been 
making for Sonoairduct and we are happy 

to have you join the many hundreds of 
other heating contractors and builders 
all over the country who have found this 
product tcr be a real time and money 
saver! Sonoairduct was specifically de­

signed to be used as supply or return 
lines in slab-on-ground perimeter sys­
tems-and has been widely job-tested 
and is permitted by F.H.A. 

Sizes 2" to 36" 1.0., up lo 

24' long. Can be sawed 

to exact lengths on the 

job! Lightweight and 

easy lo handle. 

Watch for Announcement of SONOAIRDUCT-XP (exposed) Duct! 

Write for complete information and prices 

SONOCO PRODUCTS COMPANY 
Construction Products Division 

GARWOOD,N . J . HARTSVILLE, MYSTIC, CONN. 
LOS ANGELES. CAL. S. C. BRANTFORD, ONT. 

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 
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Oak Park, Illino is, heating 

contractor. 

REVIEWS continued 

more effort will be ma de to develo p manage­

ment skill s by a ll firm s in the indu stry . Oth e r._ 

wi se, many ma y fall by the wa ysid e. If th e 

gap can be closed be tween th e bes t-run firm s 

anti the ave rage firm , th e entire e ffi cien ~y of 

1h e ind11 stry will he g reatl y improved . 

Th e ohviott s reltt c lan ce of large firm s to in. 

n ease th eir ove rh ead ha s bee n a major drag 

11n progre;;s toward be tter mana ge ment. Ex­

panding ov e rh ead ha s m eant additional ri sk s. 

which firn1 s have naturally b ee n h es itant to do 

unl ess forc ed by competition or l ed on by 

hopes of much l<Hger profits. 

!lfaintaining that " the :ftna.l crit erion of pcr­
/ornwn cc is progr<'Ss ," th e aiithor contends 
;hat an indnstry, m erely to hold its place in 
th e industrial sr-/1erne , mnst show constant 
i.mprore111c11t. He :finds that su ch progress as 
th e bnilding industry has ma.de tends to take 
th e form of 111orr· ski1lf11I performance of tra· 
ditional proc<'sses rath er than basic and dy­
namic rlia11g1•s- .rn.c/1 as are found in other in­
d11stri,,s- a11d lie looks for the reasons: 

Th e re are 1wn po;;sihl e ex planations for the 

re lative la ck of progress in the hou sing in­

dt1 stry. 
The fir st is that possibly the m ost effi cient 

firm s, us ing pre><ent produ ction m ethods. bave 

alr·eady lnot1 ght tl1 e cos t p er unit of output as 

l1>w as it can he with ex isting knowl edge. 

F'ttrth er r eorganization ;; would not a ctually 

l1ring ahotlt a s tdfi c ir>nt cost redu ction in th e 

final ttnit to jt1.o; 1ify th e uph eaval s a ttendant 

ttpon im,tit11ting th em. 

Th e ;;erond is that, a ssuming th ere is ampl e 

r·nnm for r eal g rnwtli in effi cien cy, no on e has 

had the vi s ion to perce ive in wh a t areas 

changes should be brought about. Or, if th ey 

have they have not had suffi cient infh1 ence or 

.;;trength to bring th em about within the ex­

i;; ting organization nf th e indu stry. 

Is the industry efficient? 

Thn;.e who hold th e fir,_t vi e w claim th a t th e 

pre ;;ent strnct11t·e of th e indu stry , with its 

s mall ove rh ead. great fl exibility, and low 

profits . i s effi cient. a nd th a t the produ ction 

process is be tte r than m ost criti cs reali ze . 

Wood is has icall y an e ffi cient material. ch eap. 

ea sy to handl e a nd to work with. A wood 

frame ha s great a dvanta ges over oth er mate­

rial s. A competent large firm can complete 

tli e shell of a $10.000 hou se. including foun­

dation. snbftoor. framing. s iding. and roofin g, 

fo r l ess than $2.000- a figure extrem ely diffi ­

cult to compete with. 

Many builders say no 

Th ose adherin g to the second point of vi ew, 

howeve r, maintain that thi s appearance of 

effi ciency is an illu s ion. th a t th e ch eapn ess of 

th e fram e of th e hou se i s deceivin g. Builder s 

find that th ey cann ot heat th eir present fram­

ing costs, and , therefore. continue as before. 

They ignore the fa ct that th e hig ex pense of a 

co11ti1w cd 011 p. 170 
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Ready -cut Ys " Weldtex siding like this in 
s trips 48" by 15] ~ " ca n be used where a 
dramatic horizontal effec t is desired . It is 
easy to install in shingle style, but goes up 
faster than shingle-s ize pieces. 

Here's a dramatic and pleasing wall sur­
face u s ing both Welrltex panels and 
squ ares . Pa tented Weld1 ex panels are 
availabl e in fir , g11111 , anrl P hilippin e 
mahogany; squares in gu m. 

Her e's th e corn er of a playroom designed 
bv Fred Gers tel whic h shows an interes ting 
built-in and horiznntal-ver1i <'a l Weldtex 
trea tment on th e wall. Note bar top of 
West ingh ou se M ica rta. 

Weldtex adds sales appeal! 
New Weldtex advertising to millions of home 
owners shows how even low-cost homes can 
have the extra distinction and beauty 
of the "wood of 100 uses" 

What makes home buyers ti ck? Today, 
according to the NAHB, it's the extras 
they receive in the homes they buy that 
catch th eir interest and imagination ... 
and close sales. 

Weldtex paneling by Weldwood is a 
low-cost investment that pays for itself 
in faster turnover and sati sfied buyers. 

When prospects come to you r mo<lel 
homes, let them see the added distincti on 
of a ceiling made of Welcltex pre-cut 
squares, or a TV room with beautiful 
Weldtex walls, or ou tsid e walls of 
Weldtex exterior siding. They' ll notice 
the custom appearance of Weldtex-its 
deep, irregular grooves which add a warm 
three dimen si onal quali l v. T hey' ll com­
pare your homes with th e usual run-of"­
th e-mill hou ses with du ll , flat wall and 
ceiling surfaces. You'll come out on top. 

You'll have th e add ed sales advantage 
of being abl e to promote a national ly 
known and consistently advertised brand 
- Wei dwood. 

Cash in on the growing trend and de­
mand for real 1l'Ood for home design. Use 
Weldtex and other beautiful Weldwood 
products for more distin ctive, faster sell ­
ing homes. Complete information can be 
supplied at your nearest Weldwood show­
room .. . or see your lumber dealer for 
Weldwood products. 

JUNE 1953 
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NC'w Nol'o pl v is the flattrs l pm1eJ ever 
mad e. Doors marl e o r it will not s tick, 
warp . ralt le . Bea utir1il mosa ic s urface takes 
high gloss fini sh. adds lwa ut v to an v room. 

D11ilrl r rs alwavs fin d Welrh rnod produrl s 
keep sales m.oving. Here is Plankwelrl, 
anoth er i>ea utirul wootl in th e Welrl woo tl 
famih' of l"l' al wood ror lwa utif1il hom es . 

There is a Weldwood Product .for erery part of the home 

• C.0 1H'l"f"I C form s 

• \Vall and rnnf 
s li r a l hi111! 

• f:a l1i11rl s and 
l111il1-in ~ 

• l11t r rio r wa lls 
• l ~:\ l e ri nr s idin ~ 

m a tr rial 

• " ' t ·~ ti1q . .dtf111 s c 
~ li (·a rt a f"n r 
f'( 111 nt r r ~. tald e 
liip." ,-rnd liars 

• l) ric1r .;;; 

• ~ 1il1 - llo n rin g 

• Ha l hroorns and 
ki1r·hf·11 :-; 

Weldwood® 
United States Plywood Corporation 

55 West 44th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 
U. S.-Mengel Plywoods, Inc. 

Louisville, Ky. 

Novop ly, We ldte x, 
and Ptankweld 

are registered tradema rks 

DISTRIBUTING UNITS IN All PRINCIPAL CITIES r------------------------
1 United States Plywood Corporation, 55 West 44th St., New York 36, N. Y. 

Pl ea;;e se nd m e 2-1·-pa i(e Co ntra cto rs and B uild er s Boo k-
1 FREE packed l'ull of W elrlwo orl rlat a anrl s pec ifi cat ion s . l-TH-6-5:) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
a. 

Address ____ _ __ ----------------- -

City ____________ State ___________ _ 
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with this popular TACO CIRCULATOR 
EVEN LOW BUDGET HOMES CAN NOW HAVE THESE LUXURY ADVANTAGES 

RADIANT WARMTH· ORA FTLESS WARMTH· CONTROLLED WARMTH 

~ 
~ 

, 

-

MORE HOT WATER FOR KITCHEN, BATH AND LAUNDRY 
Yes, fo rced hot water heat with a TACO circulator gives all 

this plus economical warmth. No need for a separate ly fire d 

water heater. TACO T ANKLESS, hooked up to a heating boil e r, 

supp lies year 'round low cost hot water. 

The TACO circu lator de livers heat 

w here it w il l g ive the greatest 

comfort . . . whether you use 

radiant pa n e ls, convectors, 

radiators or baseboards . 

ARCHITECTS-ENGINEERS 
WRITE FOR .. . SIMPLIFIED 
SELECTION CHART FOR SIZ­
ING TACO WATER HEATERS 
UNDER ANY CONDITIONS. 

Three other famous TACO PR 
TACO-VENT ODUCTS for houses 

elim inates a ir 
from hot wate r 

radiation 
oufomaficol/y 

TANKLESS TACO 
TACO TEMPERING VALVE 

REVIEWS continued 

house is th e equipm ent and fini shing. whi ch 

are pu rchased from subcontractors and do not 

enter the picture when the ·builder calcu lates 

n ew method s. Efficiency ca n be increased , bul 

on ly if so meo ne takes an entirely new view of 

t he co mpl ete bui lding process, looking toward 

e li m inat ion of so me of the pre enl steps rat he r 

than co nti nui ng me re lv lo improve prese nt 

method- grad ual ly. A ra di ca l s l1 i ft in t he 

me thod n l prod 11 c1i n 11 ;, ca ll ed for. 

The case for large firms 

T he prnpon enls o f t his second attitud e ha ve. 

on t he who le, he ld that m uch larger fi rms 

mu st co me into ex istence for new prod11ct io n 

me thods to be perceived and brou ght abo11I. 

Conn ec ted with this bel ief . is th e idea th a t t he 

housing indus try is too co mpetitive to operate 

effi cient ly. T hey s la te t hat. co ntrary to mo st 

indu stri es. house bui ld ing has suffered from 

a la ck of fi r ms with a mon opoly pos ition. S uch 

firm s. und e rs tan din g th e need for changP. 

co uld furn ish lea de rship. undertake necessa ry 

research. and introduce radi call y new m ethod s 

that wo ul d achieve greater efficiency. T l1 e 

p resent s ta te of hou sebuildin g, with its int ense 

co mpetition , dive rsity of organization. extreme 

fl exibil ity. a nd a n un standardized and com­

p lex produ c t. is not condu cive lo the develop­

ment of such firn1 s. 

Competition vs. research 

The excess of co mpet it ion. it is claimed. l ea d s 

to a [!:enera l absence of mon ey fo r r esea rc h 

and a co nsP qu e nt one-at-::i -tim e ap proa ch. fl 

is c la imed that ma ny of the fac tors whicl1 

mak e en try easy ten d to slow down inn ova­

tion. Innovat ions may be put off l es t new 

entrants adopt t hem a nd th e innovators' po~i -

1 ion he "co mpeted a way." In addition there is 

a st 1ong poss ibil ity that fi rms may find it h ard 

to financ e t he resea 1Th from which n ew prod ­

uc t ' o r new m eth ods of produ ct ion ca n s te m. 

Lacking firm s with a protected pos ition . the 

indu st ry requires ei t he r an outside force. such 

as a id t h rough governm enta l poli cy. or t l1e 

emp1·gence of an ent re prene 11 r with 111111 , 11al 

a lii li ty. dri ve. a nd lt1ck to achi evP anv impor· 

!an t c l1anp:es in t!t e p rod11ction f11ncti on. 

Summing up 

O n the whole. l it e o rgan iza li on of th e hou se­

IJ11 il d ing i11cl11 st1· y a nd t he in stitutiona l se t li np. 

in which it o pe rates do not a ppea r to be con­

d11 cive to rapid change. So me of the very fac­

to rs that m a ke fo r ease of entr y militat e 

aga in s t furth e r dyna mic behavior. and so me 

of t he developments that make for safe ty of 

ent e rpri se (e.g .. sp 1·eadin g ri sk bv trade spec­

iali za tion ) also ma ke for l imita ti on of ent e r­

pri ,e. Granted the possibility of rapid 

cha nge, those who bel eve in it must st il l ex­

pl a in why it ha s not occmred . T here i s no 

indi ca tion that the pe rs is tan ce of exis tin g 

method s is not ~ impl y a victory of the most 

effi cient means in a co mpeti ti ve market. 
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two good 
$and¢ 

reasons why 
builders and 
buyers both 

prefer ... 

Color-Grained Siding 
00 Rubecoid Co!oc-GrninOO "'b"to'-oement 

Siding* has skyrocketed in popularity for 
one reason you can't ignore. It means money in 
your pocket. It insures substantial savings on side­
wall construction and eliminates initial painting 
costs . Take this typical cost comparison, for exam­
ple, of a Long Island home requiring approximately 
15 squares (1500 sq. ft.) : 

Applied Cost per Square 

Wood Shakes $35 x 15 sqs. = $525 

Clapboard Sid ing $32 x 15 sqs. = $480 

(Including painting) 

Color-Grained Siding $19.50 x 15 sqs. = $293 

Not only does Color-Grained Siding help you cut 
building costs . .. it adds to the saleability of your 
houses. 

*Patent Nos . 2307733, 2307734, others pending 

• ,111 =1 =t ,,.]I ·I• 

l '1 J The dmcatoc-d"igned, wloc->tyled 
beauty of Color-Grained Siding, with its 

genuine "shake" texture , has revolutionized the sid­
ing industry. To give new impetus to the great and 
growing popularity of Color-Grained Siding, 
Ruberoid has added a new quality feature. It's 
DUROC, the revolutionary finish that keeps colors 
fresh and bright, resists dirt, stains and weather. 

Color-Grained Siding solves your two basic prob­
lems . .. satisfaction for the owner . . . and a profit 
for you. Ask your Ruberoid dealer to show you 
samples or write The Ruberoid Co., 500 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 

ShadoWedge makes deluxe combination 

For a real luxury siding, combine Color­
Grained Siding with ShadoWedge. Shado­
Wedge is a tapered asphalt undercoursing strip 
with a thicker lower edge that results in rich, 
deep shadowlines. It provides extra weather 
protection plus a look of luxury at only slight­
ly greater cost. 

ASPHALT AND ASBESTOS BUILDING MATERIALS 

L71; 



Install a Complete 
VITROLINER 

CHIMNEY 

in 1 
HOUR 

Save 

• TIME 

• MONEY 

• SPACE 

Install modern VITROLINER, the pio­
neer prefabricated chimney, in new 
homes or buildings with less installation 
labor. This provides a complete chimney 
for 1 or 2 story homes or buildings 

using any fuel. 

VITROLINER is tailor-made, designed 
to fit the exact roof pitch with made­
to-order roof flashing and flue housing, 
eliminating cutting or fitting on the job, 
saving time and money! 

Installs easily and quickly between 
ceiling joists directly over the heating 
plant, saving valuable FLOOR SPACE in 
the utility room. 

Approved by F.H.A., Insur­

ance Rating Bureaus and Local 

Authorities. Listed by Under­

writers Laboratories for All 

Fuels. Used by large home 

project builders and single con­

tractors. 

o HIGHEST QUALITY AT 
LOWEST PRICE 

• LIGHTWEIGHT-10 to lS lbs 
PER FOOT 

e HIGH HEATING PLANT 
EFFICIENCY 

9 PROVIDES ATTIC 
VENTILATION 

O MANUFACTURED IN 6", 7", 
8" and 10" DIA. 

Write for circular and quotation . 
Available in any quantity. 

,CONDENSATION 
ENGINEERING CORPORATION 

1511 W. POTOMAC AVE., CHICAGO 51, ILL. 
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NEW PRODUCTS 

PLASTIC COUNTER TOPPING applied with glue 

and rolling pin 

Builders who wish to put the popular Formica 
on kitchen work surfaces no longer have to 
call in special fabricators. Recent develop­
ment of a powerful adhesive, Contact Bond 
Cement, takes the high-pressure laminate out 
of the custom class. To install a sheet of For­
rnica (whose top layers are saturated with 
practicall y indestructible melamine plastic 

resins) a workman merely spreads the new 
cement on the back of the sheet and also on 
the counter or wall to be covered. After it 
sets for 40 min., he puts the two prepared 
surfaces together. No sand bags or heavy 
clamps are needed ; gentle pressure from a 
rolling pin seals the bond. Sink rim can be 
finished with stock moldin gs and counter 
edges treated either with strips of the same 

continued on p. 180 

DELFAIR Oakblok offers to builders a truly 

distinctive floor, one that is equally suitable 

for small or large homes, commercial struc­

tures, housing projects, schools and institu­

tions . It is especially adaptable to economical 

install a tion over concrete. 

DELFAIR Oakblok is available m all stand­

ard strip flooring grades and also in the 

following special grades: Prime, Standard 

and Better, Standard, Tavern and Better and 

Tavern. 

DELFAIR Oakblok is made of either Red 

Oak or White Oak, and is availab le either 

unfinished or prefini shed. 

DELFAIR Oakblok comes in the following 

sizes: 25 /32" x 6%" x 6%", 25/32" x 7Y2" x 

7Y2", 25/32" x 9" x 9", Y2" x 8" x 8" and 

Y2" x 10" x 10". All blocks are steel spline 

joined. 

DELFAIR Oakblok's milling characteristics: 

tongue and groove end-matched - slight 

vee-edge on prefinished blocks - cross-wise 

grooves spaced to insure better mastic ad­

hesion. 

SEE OUR CATALOG IN SWEET'S 

WRITE TODAY FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 

D. L. FAIR LUMBER CO. 
LOUISVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

MEMBER NOFMA 



OFFER your prospects this tremendous reason to select 
the homes you build-Servel All-Year Air Condi­

tioning for little more than the cost of an ordinary 
heating system! 

Cooling without moving parts 

The most amazing Servel feature is the exclusive 
absorption principle that creates cold fro m a flame . 
Yes, a clean gas flame both heats and cools a Servel 
Air-Conditioned home! Oil-fired units also available. 
There are no mouing parts in either the heating or 
cooling unit, for long life, low upkeep, and quiet, 

• 
rive on 

vibration-free operation. Every unit is warranted for 
five years. 

Here are benefits that sell! One compact Servel unit 
gives year-round climate control for every room in the 
house: 1. Cools by refrigeration in summer; 2. heats 
in winter; J. cleans the air; 4. removes excess moisture 
on hot days; 5. adds needed moisture on cold days; 
6. circulates the air; 7. ventilates with outside air. 

And Servel offers you a complete line-up of strong 
promotional and merchandising aids. Contact your 
Servel dealer now for a showing of all the ways Servel 
will help you sell . .. or mail coupon today for details. 

SERVEL All-Year® AIR CONDITIONING for every size home! 

•··-.·· . ' 
. . 

. - ·:1 

New 2-ton unit for small homes. 
Budget-priced. Occupies only 
8 .62 square feet of Aoor area. 
Gas-fired. 

Popular 3-ton unit. Capacity 
for majority of homes. Now 
offered at new low price. Gas· 
or oil-fired. 

the name to watch for great advances in 

NEW W 
ONDERAIR* 

room air conditio 
able val . ner. Remark-

ue With %-h . 
at the usua/ Y: .p. unit 

i-h.p. price. 

Famous 5-ton unit for the large 
home. High efficiency and low 
operating cost. Gas· or oil-fired. 

*Trademark R 
eg. Pending 

r-------- BUILDERS! MAIL TODAY!--------, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

SERVEL, INC., Dept. HH-6, Evansville 20, Indiana 

Rush me details on Servel All-Year Air Conditioning and 
how you help me sell homes. 

Firm __________________ ____ _ 

Street ______ ________________ _ 

AIR CONDITIONING 'f REFRIGERATION 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

City _ _________ __ Zone __ State ____ _ 

L-------------------------------
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MODELS FOR EVERY BUILDING NEED 

• Overhead Hanging • 8' Floor-to-Ceiling 
Roller Type Heights 

• Bottom Roller • 6 18" Standard 
Styles Heights 

Glide-All Sliding Doors are "at home" in any 
surroundings ... in small, medium or large build­
ings-moderately priced or luxurious. They are 
rugged and dependable, easily and inexpensively 
installed in any type of building. Use Glide-All 
Sliding Doors for standard closets, wall-to-wall 
closets, room dividers or partitions. Panels can 
be painted, papered, lacquered or varnished to 
match any room decoration. 

Write for new low-price schedule and specification 
bulletin. 

Glide-All Sliding Doors are a product of 

DETROIT 34, MICHIGAN 

4 Woodall Plants Coast-to-Coast Save You Shipping Time and Costs! 

Chicago, 3510, Oakton St., Skokie, Ill.• Laurel, 
Miss., P.O. Box 673 • New York, Glen Cove 
Rd., Mineola, N. Y . • San Francisco, 1970 
Carroll Ave. 

EASY TO INSTALL AS 
A BC! 

~ 
A 
Top track is 
easily mounted 
on ceiling with 
screws. 

21uminum bot· £_ 
tom threshold , 
1s screwed to ' 
the floor. 

~ 
-====r' c 

Doors are 
mounted by 
pushing into 
upper track, 

- then engaging 
-.. in threshold. 

They are just as 
easily removed to allow 
storage of trunks and 
other large articles. 

SEE SWEETS' CATALOG 
-file 25c WO for com· 
plete details and specifi· 
cations. 

NEW PRODUCTS continued 

pattern plastic or metal trim. Formica is 
available in sizes up to 4' x 10' in more than 
120 pattern and color combinations as well 
as 13 solid tones at 62 to 75¢ per sq. ft., 
depending on quantity purchased. Actual 
wood veneers are laminated into the luxurious 
Realwood series which costs $1.20 per sq. ft. 

Manufacturer: The Formica Co. , 4614 Spring 
Grove Ave., Cincinnati 32, Ohio. 

T&G'D CEDAR TIMBER stack together for roof, 

wall or floor 

A grown-up "Lincoln log" of rugged Western 
red cedar, Unit Deck is a versatile, attractive, 
and practical building material. The tongued 

and grooved sections, cut from 4" x 5" nomi­
nal stock, are shipped in lengths of 8' to 16' 
for application as roofs, floors, partitions, and 
outside walls. 

Some of Unit Deck's inherent, but nonethe­
less impressive attributes: 

Combines lightness and strength. Weighing 
about 1,750 lbs. per M bd. ft. , it presents a 
dead load of just 7 lbs. for each sq. ft. of roof 
area, yet will take a safe total load of 30 lbs. 
psf over an 18' span, 160 lbs. over 8'. 

Thermal insulation. Unit Deck used with 
built-up roofing material and no supplemen­
tary insulation has a U. factor of .17. 

Low cost. F.O.B. prices on Unit Deck run 
$172 per M bd. ft. standard grade and $155 
in commercial grade. Rafters, sheathing, and 
finished ceiling all in one, it eliminates the 
need for purlins, joists, furring, plastering. 
Processed with a smooth-planed finish , Unit 
Deck can be stained, shellacked, waxed or 
painted. 

Easy handling. The precision-cut sections 
assure fast, faultless alignment. To join 
pieces, workmen drive 7" spikes through pre­
drilled holes (see photos above) ; no nails 
are visible. Butt joints-which do not have 
to be made over supporting trusses but should 
be kept from the center of the span wherever 
practical-are connected by steel splines. 

Besides the flat-surfaced sections, the manu­
factu rer fabricates Unit Deck with a bevel on 

continued 011 p. 184 
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THE MARI( OF LASTING QUALITY, 
PENTA PROTECTION THROUGHOUT 

Build your reputation for quality design and construction, build the 

best, using lun1ber treated with PENTA, the clean wood preservative 

~---------------------------1 

The Dow Chemical Company 

Dept. PE 3-783, Midlond, Michigan 

Please se nd me without cost: 

D Information on PENT A and specifications for treating wood. 

My neorest supplier for: 

D PENTA-treated lumber. 

D PENT A-treating solutions. 

D PENTA-treated millwork. 

Title _________ _________ _ 

Com pon y ________ ___ ____ _ 

Address _ _______________ _ _ 

City ___________ State _ _ ___ _ 

L---------------------------~ 

homes '\vith a fhture are 

J>J~N'I''J\ protected . 

Qu ality constructi on is yo ur best salesman in a competitive market . PENTA*­
trea tcd lumber spells quality for today's buyer. 

PENTA-treated lumber means a great deal t o both buyer and builder ; it means 
insuran ce aga inst earl y repairs and replacement mad e n ecessary by decay 
and te rmite damage. But most of all PENTA-treated lumber means lasting 
qu ality. PENTA keeps a h om e so und and saleable fo r many extra years. 

By controllin g decay and termites PENTA. add s years of reliable service to all 
con struction lumber. Exterior wood such as trim , siding, window frames, 
doors and sash when treated with a water-repellent solution containing 
PENTA is protected aga in st checking, warping, decay and t ermites. Oth er 
important points such as joists, plates and subflooring need PENTA protection 
to resist decay and t ermite attack. 

W h en yo u specify PENTA-treatecl lumber you put the stamp of quality on your 
reputation and your work. Send today for more informati on about *PENTA­
chl oroph enol , th e clean, modern wood preservative. THE DOW CHEMICAL 
COMPANY, Midland, Michigan . 

you can depend on DOW CHEMICALS 
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EW PRINCIPLE in Home Cooling! 
Makes the Homes You Build 

SELL FASTER! 

Type 910 

Type 11 0-80 
Winter Air 
Conditioner 

Type 90 3 
Self-Contained 
Cooling Unit 

Type 903 Mueller Climatrol 
- a self-contained cooling unit 
for insca ll acion with any forced 
warm air hearing unit. Avai lable 
in 2, 3, 5, and 7'/2 con capacities. 
Idea l for installation with high­
boy. lowboy. horizontal or couna 
ter-flow w inter air cond itioners. 
Types 90 1 and 904 ai r-condition· 
ing units, a lso available in wide 
range of sizes. 

Summer Conditioner 
low Cost - Built into the Wall -
Fits between Standard Studdings -
Air-Cooled - No Plumbing. 

Any house you build with an integral cooling 
system sells faster than one without. That's why 
the new Mueller Climatrol Type 910 is made 
to order for small-homes builders. Inexpensive -
neat, attractive, efficient. Home buyers. find the 
built-in cooling element attractive - they 
like the way it's included in the mortgage. 
This unit is also ideal for motel>, garden 
apartments, offices, etc. 

No plumbing required, no drain or water 
connections - the new Mueller Type 910 is 
air-cooled and simply slides in between 
standard studdings. You build extra comfort, 
extra saleability into every home you put up 
when you include Mueller Climatrol Type 910 
Recessed Summer Conditioners. 

For descriptive folder, write th• 
L. J. MUELLER FURNACE CO., 

2020G W. Oklahoma Ave., 
Milwaukee 15, Wisconsin 

rl~J~~E-;;:~~;;;A~E~;,---------, 
2020G W. Ok lahom a Ave ., Milwa ukee 15 , Wis . I 

I Plea se send me the free descriptive folder on Mueller I 
I Clima trol. I 
I D Type 9 10 Recessed D Co mplete line of 

I Su mm er Con d i t ion er heat in g a nd a ir- I 
I conditioning equipmen t I 
I Na me ............. . , .. . .. ... .. .. . Title ... . . . ... . . J I Com pa ny Name ..... .. . .. ...... .. .... · .... · • • • • .. I 
I Co mpan y Address . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • I 
I City , . ...... . ....... .. .... . .. ( .. ) State ..... ... ... I -------------------J 

NEW PRODUCTS continued 

one side for use on exterior wall s, and also 
makes laminated structural members of 
glued wood. 

Manufactur er: Unit Structures, P eshtigo, Wis. 

PREFINISHED PANELING applied to ceilings and 

walls without backing or glue 

A unique interlocking wood joint on Marlite's 
new Korelock interior panels makes it pos­
sible to apply these rigid hollow-core units 
directly to studs, joists, or furring strips with­
out backing material, adhesives, or clip s. 
Suitable for ceilings and walls in kitchens 
and bathrooms, the %" thick sections are 
made in 2' x 4' and 2' x 8' sizes. They are 
constructed of two sheets of tempered hard-

board over a wood frame which extends to 
provide a predrilled T&G joint for masked 
nailing. Slightly rounded edges on the face 
board create clean V _joints that need no ad­
ditional trim , and also allow the panels to 
breath, i.e. expand and contract, without 
buckling. They are factory-fini shed with a 
durable baked enamel topcoat in white, 
cream, and several simulated wood-grain 

tones. Fully installed, Korelock paneling runs 
about $1 per sq. ft. 

Manufacturer: Marsh Wall Products, Inc., 
Subsidiary Masonite Corp., Dover, Ohio. 

ELECTRIC HEATERS set between studs make up 

furnaceless warm-air system 

Taking up zero sq. ft. of usable floor space, 
Electrend heaters comprise a complete, com-

continued on p. 186 
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Pro::lucts Designed to Cut the Cost of Building . .. FROM CELLAR TO ROOF! 

SAVINGS ... 
f;ROM THE GROUND UP I 
available to the ard1itect, 
bu,ilder an·d designer 

• Homasote Big Sheets. Save time, labor because of easy handling and unusual size - up to Bx 14 feet . 

Savings may take the form -of lower ini tial cost, enhanced investment ers in all parts of the country. Equally instrumental were the half-
and resale valne, or a longer span of service_ m illion dollars we spent in p ure research .. . and the experience we 

Every product or materia-1 we recommend to you has proved its 
ability to save in one or mo-re of these ways. It may be the simple 
addition of Novamix to the .concrete batch that lets 6 men pour 4 
:Slabs in hall a day. It may be the extra sales appeal contributed 
by the Nova-Vita Horizontal-Sliding W indow that brings a better 
price to the seller. Or it may be the inclusion of Nova Wall Units 
which enables you to achieve substantial red uction in cubage. 

Our know-how in t he iield of down-to-earth building practice comes 
from 43 years' experience in serving architects, des igners and build-

later gained, the hard way, when we put up thousands of soundly 
constructed homes in record time and at lowest cost. 

This reservoir of experience is yours to tap at any time through our 
descriptive literature or - better yet - through our trained repre­
sentatives. Their ability to serve you includes assistance in designing, 
scheduling construction operations and setting up site or factory 
fabrication. 

The coupon will bring you the kind of help you wish - without any 
obligatfon on your part. 

...L.~-•11-~~·'*'-~~~ 
• Nova-V ita Horizontal-Sliding Windows. Revolutionary 
design. Panes instantly removab le. With screens. 

• Nova Preci sion-Built Wall and Furn iture Unit s. Space 
savers ! Money savers ! Assembled in 30 minutes . 

• Wherever you want to keep water in or out, time-tested 
Novaproofing methods afford lasting protect ion . 

• Nova Roller Doors. Installed in only 30 minutes. For 
closets, passageways. 

• Striated (or Wood-textured) Homasote offers infi nite 
variety of design for attractive interior finishes. 

• Nova Insulated Roofs and Sidewal ls. Sheathe, shingle and 
insulate in one operation. Give double-coursed effect. 

r---·~····-···- .. ···· ···· ·--·········--··-···· ····----········------~-····---------------·· 1 - --;O:A~;; ~~,::Y~T:t: ~ ;;J~D-=a~m-=t-;1~ -- - - -: 

!_• HOMASOTE COMB_. ANY i D Send detailed, illustra ted li terature on all Homasole-Nova products II 
r I:"" D Have representative contact us 

Nam e .. .......... ............ .... ....... .. ..................... __ .. ....... .. .... .. .................. .. ...... .. ........ I 

NOVA/]_~ALES Address .... ..... ....... .. .. .... .... .. .. .. ................ ......... ................... ...... .. .. ...... ..... ........... I 
~ Trenton 3, N. J_ i City & Zone ........ .. .... ...... .. ... ............... .. .. .. ... ............. .... State............ .. ... : 

-~--~---------- \ ___ My-lum-be_r de-ale_r is_ ... .. _ .. .... _ ...... = .. =··=·=·=·=·=·=·=·=·= .. =·J 
~' _ _ ¥ ..... - .... ~ ... -·-~·~---·~·· .. - ... -~-~~~*..............;,,.,.... __ ~-···-- _____J 

• ""lo,· -~ 1 · ·~·::-:.": ~ 
:;.:d·. 

•. 
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IF 
YOU WANT SUMMER 
AIR CONDITIONING 
FOR YOUR HOMES 

THAT 
• filters, circulates, 

dehumidifies, cools 
• requires no water 
• fits in ·waste space 
• is easily installed 
• is _ installed separately 

from the heating system 

AND ADDS L-ESS 
T·HAN 33 TO 

THE c·o:sT OF A 
$12,000 HOME 

(LESS INSTALLATION) . 

THEN 
GET THE FACTS 

ON THE SENSATIONAL 
2-PACKAGE 

YORK - SHIPLEY, INC . , YORK 10 , PA . 
1 Ple a se se nd data on 2-pockoge Shipl ey Air 
I Conditioner. 
I I No me _______________ _ 

I Address ______________ _ 

I City Sta te __ _ 

I I om planning to build ___ hom es . I 
L--------------- - ---- ____ J 
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NEW PRODUCTS continued 

fo rtable and practical warm-air system. The 
new units sta nd 7' high and are 8" wide and 
3" deep to fit in side the wall between stud s. 
Whil e electricity li as been economical for 
hea ting ony in properly in sulated hom es and / 
or low power -ra te areas. the Electr <' nd may 
prove to be competi tive in operating cost with 

I 
I I ME.TAl DUC T 

I '"" "0"" • I . 
--~ 

gas and oil units in mo st parts of th e co untry. 
lleversin g the usual pattern of forced warm­
air distribution , the unit draws in warm air 
that has ri sen to th e ceilin g (where it goes to 
wa ste in so me systems) , carries it down 
throu gh a metal du ct pa st a heating element 
to boost its temperature and th en discharges 
it at fl oo r level. Ea ch unit is controlled by its 
own thermostat. and so rooms not in use can 
be kept coo ler , bathroom and nurse ry warm er , 
without a dverse effects on the rest of th e hou se. 
Dur in g hot weat her. the fan in each Electrend 
can h e switched on independ ently to circulate 
the air. T he heate rs cost $99.50 each ; seven 
units- enough for 1h e average five-room ba se­
mentless hou se-can he full y insta ll ed for 
about $776. (Wa rm-air systems with furna ces 
an LI du ctwo rk usual ly nm about $1.000.) Also, 
th e 6 to 10 sq. ft. of s pace (at $10 minimum 
per sq. ft.) oth e rwi se lost to the furnace can 
become part of th e living area. 

i11a1111/acturer: Elec trend Produ cts, Box llO. 
St. Jose ph. Mich. 

LIGHTING . FIXTURES coordinated for through ­
the-house use 

Althougl1 th eir diffu~er- shad es a nd fram es are 
mad e of th e same ba sic mate rials-mesh-tex­
tured tran slu cent plastic and bla ck wrought 

co11ti 1111 eel 011 p . 11!8 

.•••••••••••••••••••••••••o••••••••••. . 
~sidential 

Oesign 
Unlimited { 

TRANSLUCENT FIBER GLASS PANELS 

. 
• . 
0 

• • • • • • 
•o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

alsynite 1s the ideal translucent archi­
tectural material. It 1s shatterproof and 
feather -light. It can be sawed and nailed, 
and installs hke corrugated metal w ;·,h 
30% to 80% savings. Design with Alsy111te 
for brilliant new effects. Seven colors, 
corrugated or fiat. See our brochure in 
Sweet's Catalogue. 

in the brilliant design above, Raphael 
Soriano has utilized Alsynite to provide 
complete privacy without sacrificing day­
light. Because of its light weight, Alsynite 
requires minimum supports. The photo 
below indicates the unlimited possibilities 
of Alsynite as a roof or ceiling material. 

homes . . . for skylights, window walls, 
patio roofs, awn ings, shower stalls . .. 
commercial . .. for store fronts, office par-
titions, luminous ceilings, signs .. . 
industrial . .. for unlimited daylighting .. . 
skylights, side walls, etc. No framing 
needed. 

1--------------------, 
I AlSYNITE COMPANY OF AMERICA I 
I Dept. HH-2, 4670 DeSot? St., Son Diego 9, Col. I 
I Please send me illustrated folder on Alsynite I 
I without obligation. I 
I Name I 
I Company I 
I Address I 
I City State I 
I Pl80ls in California and Ohio . Oislributors in Principal Citias I 
L-------------------~ 
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Home patios are beautiful and ~ 
protected with a canopy of 
colorful, translucent Resolite 
- easily installed on metal 
or wood framing. 

Shatterproof Resolite is dur­
able and safe for partitioning 
in home or office . Color and 
corrugations adaptable to any 
decorative plan. Resolite 
needs no refinishing, easily 
wipes clean . 

2 GREAT 

CABINET LATCHES! 
* No Moving Parts. * Easily 

Installed. * Trouble-free, 

Lifetime Service. * No Slamming 

to Close! * No Jerking to 

Open ! * Clean - Sanitary. 

.1' lN E 1953 

for Kitchen and Bathroom 

Cabinets -for Built-Ins 

- for Furniture 

MAGNETIC 
LECO-LATCH 
with built-in permanent 
Alnico magnet. Never loses 
its power to hold! 

SILENT 
LECO-FLEX LATCH 
neoprene cylinder cushions 
action-lets door close 
silently! 

Write for literature and name 
of your distributor - TODAY! 

LABORATORY EQUIPMENT CO RP. 

St. Jos e ph 7, Mich igan 

Treat your clientele to the glamour of color and translucency 
... the economy of permanent finish . . . the safety of 
shatterproof, crackproof glazing. 
For decorative or utility partitioning in homes, office or shop, 
Resolite' s wide variety of beautiful colors makes it the ideal 
paneling material. Unusual lighting effects are easily de­
vised because of its translucency. Its corrugations are useful 
in obtaining special effects of height or breadth. 
Patio canopies of colorful translucent Resolite afford pro­
tection from sun and rain yet avoid the gloom of opaque 
coverings. 
Resolite is made of polyester resins, · reinforced for strength 
and rigidity with an interwoven mat of glass fibers . Resolite 
is unaffected by weather extremes of heat, cold or moisture. 
Resolite needs no surface treatment or refinishing; its color­
ful glossy surface easily wipes clean. 

IS THE WIDTH OF BUILDING 
AND PITCH OF THE ROOF 
N o m o re b ulk y sq u a res, ra ft e r t ables, 
s lide rul es and ot h e r ext ras to ca rry 
w hil e fi gurin g roofs. Just se t Sha rp 's 
Auto m a tic Fra ming Squa re to p itc h of 
roof a nd it a uto m a tically solves ev ery 
pro bl e m a n d pro vi des direc t m a rkin g 
guid e fo r a ll cuts. Gi ves exact fi gures 
fo r len gth o f ra ft ers. Cuts given in 
sq u a re rea din gs a nd in d egrees fo r p ower 
saw wo rk. Open s to 90-deg r ee a n gle. 

A sturdy , a ll -m et a l tool th a t fo lds u p 
in to o n e compact uni t ... 1 foot lon g , 2 
in ch es wid e. Fits in p ock et ea sily . Full 
m o n ey-b ack gu a rantee. 

Prepaid $9.85-C.O. D. Postage Extra 

Order today direct from 

SHARP'S MANUFACTURING CO . 
P.O. Box 332, Dept . K, Salem, Ore. 

.SHARP'S 

/. I . 

~-
\ '°>. 

~ 

RAFTER 

TABLE 

One Setting gives you the marking 
for both Plumb Cut and Mitre Cut 

Blade gi ves 
marking for 

Plumb Cut of 
Common and 

H ip Rafter . 
;;>&b 

RATrc1ttJ 

Be vel Bar 
automatically 
adjusts it se lf 
for oil 
Mitre Cuts on 
Hip, Volley 
or Jack Rafters. 

,,(~FRAMING SQUARE 
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·The 

N.A.H .B. Trade Secrets House 
Builder: Robert Gernholz, Flint, Mich. 

ARE CABOT'S 

Latest in house finishes! Cabot's 
Ranch House Hues give you the tradi­
tional soft, pastel colorings of the Spanish 
Southwest. Ideal stain finish for new or 
weathered redwood, cedar, fir, pine, 
Philippine mahogany and other woods. 

Cabot's Ranch House Hues com­
bine a unique flat stain finish with effec­
tive hiding power . . . bring out the 
attractive texture of exterior woodwork, 
siding, shingles, clapboards ... add the 
right finishing touch to your ranch houses. 

t<Jtite,, U;~ for color 
card showing Ranch House Hues in 
·Alcazar Brown, Coast Guard Gray, Puget 
Sound Green, Philippine Mahogany and 
8 other colors. Many available from no 
other source. 

SAMU.EL CABOT INC. 
630 Oliver Bldg., Boston 9, Mass. 
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NEW PRODUCTS continued 

iron-each of the Young Moderns fixtures is 
handled to meet different household lighting 
needs. Airy and neat, the group is well suited 
to small-roomed, casual contemporary homes. 
And prices are reasonable. Retailing a·t $8.95 
the conical ceiling light (above right) could 
be placed in a hallway, entrance, or stairwell. 
Most expensive ($37.95) in the line is the 
hanging lamp (above left) designed for liv­
ing and dining areas. A spring-triggered reel 
inside the brass ball raises and lowers the fix­
ture. The wall bracket lamp (below right) 
also glides up and down on a pulley for gen· 
eral room illumination or close desktop work. 
Round and square snug-to-ceiling units are 
available as well as the rectangular one pic­
tured (·below left). 

Manufacturer: Lightolier, 11 E. 36 St. , New 
York, N. Y. 

Technical Publications on p. 190 

FIVE-YEAR 
WRITTEN 

GUARANTEE 
furnished with each unit 

No other 
STAIRWAY 

offers so much 

5 exclusive features 
1. Actuated by counterweights. 

2. Operates on roller bearing which makes 
raising and lowering practically 
effortless. 

3. Insulated door pannel to prevent loss of 
heat to attic. 

4. Full width safety treads. 

S. Finest grade lumber and aluminum alloy 
construction. All parts secured by bolts 
and screws. 

Easy to handle - - Easy to install. Shipped in 1 
package assembled. Requires no attic space. 
No adjustments, no springs. Fits all ceilings 
from 7 feet to 9 feet 9 inches. (Runners 
graduated, all you do is measure from finished 
floor to finished ceiling and saw off runners at 
desired height.) Accepted by F.H.A. Listed in 
Sweets. Specified by leading architects. Sold 
by more than 12,000 dealers in U. S. A. and 
Canada. 

Contact Precision Jobber for attractive prices. 

PRECISION PARTS CORPORATION 
400 North 1st St. Nashville 7, Tennessee 

HOUSE &. HOME 
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more and .faster home sales 
for you! 

FAMOUS NAME-Silent Automatic Heating Equipment is pro­
duced by Timken Silent Automatic Division, famous for nearly 
thirty years as a leader in automatic home heating. Customers 
will recognize the Silent Automatic name because they know 
its reputation for dependability! 

QUALITY PRODUCT-You lay a solid foundation of customer 
satisfaction when you install Silent Automatic Heating Equip· 
ment in the homes you build. No other heating equipment per­
forms better, has better engineering or better manufacturer's 
reputation behind it! 

COMPLETE LINE-No matter what type of homes you build, 
there's a Silent Automatic model just right for the installation. 
You can choose from multi-element gas-fired hi-furnaces, lo­
furnaces and counter-flo furnaces; gas boilers, optional oil-or-gas 
hi-furnaces, lo-furnaces, counter-flo furnaces and gravity furnaces; 
gas conversion burners and oil conversion burners. 

AVAILABILITY-You can get the Silent Automatic model you 
need, when and where you need it. Silent Automatic Heating 
Equipment is sold nation-wide through wholesalers who stock 
the complete line of furnaces, boilers and conversion burners. 

EASY INSTALLATION-Most Silent Automatic Equipment comes 
factory-assembled. This handling of complete packages cuts down 
installation time-saves labor costs! Add up all the advantages­
and then compare Silent Automatic. We think you'll find it good 
building business 1'o install Silent Automatic in all your homes! 

WRITE NOW FOR THE NAME 

OF YOUR NEAREST SILENT 

AUTOMATIC WHOLESALER I 

IBQ 
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Ask the man behind the gun ••• 

White gives you 
everything you want 

in an engineer's 
transit 

Shown, model 7014 wit h "A" standard. " U" type 
also available. $575.oo::: complete wit h tripod 
case and field equipment. 

w HY are more and more engineers 
and builders choosing White En­

gineers' Transits? Basically, the reason 
is simple: White transits are designed 
and built for the man in the field. They 
incorporate all the work-saving, accuracy­
boosting features . . . the rugged con­
struction ... the simplified quality com­
ponents that you want. In addition, you 
get coated optics, covered leveling screws 
and internal focusing Telescope. Wide 
frame tripod is optional. 

YOUR CHOICE OF THREE RETICULES 

AS SHOWN BELOW -

f;g, I 
Cross hair 

arrangement for 
our standa rd 

levels . 

f;g, 11 
Stadia hair 

arrangement for 
our standard 

transits . 

f;g, 111 
Special stadia 

hair orrcngem "!nt, 
furnished 

upon request. 

To get the details on the complete White 
line of instruments for Engineers, Sur­
veyors and Builders, write for Bulletin 
1053. DAVID WHITE COMPANY, 314 W. 

Court Street, Milwaukee 12, Wisconsin. 

We offer 
the most expert 
REPAIR SERVICE 

on all makes, 
all types of 
instrum ents 

~:=Prices sub ject to 
change without notice. 

TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS 

CONSTRUCTION. Penmetal Lightsteel , Cata logue 

No. SS-1. Penn Metal Co., Inc ., 205 E . 42 St., 

New York 17, N. Y. 12 pp. 8Y2 " x 11 " 

P r epa red for designers a nd engin eers of small 
hui ldings-homes. stores, etc.-the ca talogue 
provides compl ete framin g details for assem­
bling and welding Lights/ eel stru ctural mem­
bers. T he co mpl ete line of the new li ght­
weight steel section s is pictured: single and 
double stud s, joists. track and bridging. The 
publication also gives framing details for 
doors, windo ws, and roofs as well as data on 
Lifl1tst.eel's physical and stru ctural proper­
ti es. 

GARAGES. Garage Pl a ns and Ideas: How to 

Build a Better Gara ge . Strand Garag e Door 

Div. , Detroit Steel Products Co., 3111 Gri ffin St ., 

Detroit 11 , Mich. 32 pp . 8Y2" x 11" 10¢. 

Twelve different plans for brick and fram e 
garages are contained in thi s new bookl et. 
Stru ctures for one, two and three cars are 

. --~~ 

GARAGE PLANS 
·~1~ 

I
i 

HOW TO, B~ILD A . 8.,ETTER OAR AGE l 
]~. l 

' 
j_ __ . -----~--· ···--·---··---·-·-. 

illustrated and instructions given on how to 
lay out driveway!' of various types. Several of 
th e ga ra ge plans include space fo r a work 
bench or storage. T he designs utilize the man-
1ifacturer 's Strand overhead door uni t. Avail­
a bl e in canopy and receding track models, th e 
p:alva nn ealed steel doors come in standard 
8' x 7' and 9' x 7' sizes as well as 16' x 7' units 
for double garages. 

AIR CONDITIONING. Mueller Climatro l Cooling 

Manual. L. J . Mueller Furnace Co ., 2005 W. 

Oklahoma St. , Milwaukee 15, Wis . 24 pp. 8Y2" 

x 11". 75¢ 

This des ign manu al provides a simple method 
of estimatin g heat gains and requirements 
for r esidential coolin g systems. The essential 
difference between co mputin g heat loss and 
heat gain calc ula ti ons. th e booklet points out, 
is that the effect of the sun in internal hea t 
gains-whi ch acts as a safety factor for hea t­
ing equipment- mu st be accounted fo r in de­
termining summ er cooling needs. Also, sum­
mer air conditioning involves moisture r e­
moval. A step-by-step outline explains each 

continued on p. 194 

th~~edal sash 
attract home buyers 

Home owners appreciate the value of year-round 
screen and storm sash fo r windows and doors. It 

simplifies their housekeeping. 
One kind of combination sash is made of Armco 

ZINCGRIP. Its protective zinc coating clings tightly 
through all kinds of weather to assure long service 
life. And the zinc surface is especially treated to 
take and hold paint longer. 

Other combination screen and storm sash are 
made of Armco Stainless Steel, Type 430. They re­
quire no paint. Their soft-toned surfaces harmonize 
with any color scheme. 

For names of manufacturers of Armco ZINCGRIP and 
Stainless Steel screen and storm sash, write us at 
the address below. 

Armco gf@el \"-Mc'd 
Corporation '0' 
3333 Curtis Street, Middletown, Ohio 

Export: The Armco International Corporation 

HOUSE & HOME 



Earl W. Slllith 

Earl Smith is head of Earl W. Smith, Inc., builders and 

developers of low-cost modern homes on the West 

Coast for more than 30 years. His firm is responsible 

for the introduction of many contemporary design ideas 

to the field of mass-produced, low-income housing in 

California. Active in the National Association of Home 

Builders for many years, Mr. Smith is currently chair­

man of the NAHB Technical Committee and a trustee 

of the NAHB Research Institute. 

"In today's competitive market, home seekers buy only when they find sound, 

easily recognized value. In our developments, we depend on nationally ad­

vertised products to help tell the value of our homes. When a prospective buyer 

sees name after name he knows from his familiarity with manufacturers' ad­

vertisements, he feels sure he's getting his money's worth. Well-known brands 

aid us greatly in turning home seekers into home buyers." 

National advertising that appears in LIFE reaches 
a weekly audience of 11,880,000 households across 
the nation. In the course of 13 weekly issues, LIFE 
reaches 25 ,640,000 households-or more than60% 
of the entire U. S.* 

These LIFE households represent the better 
half of your market, too. In 13 issues, LIFE 

reaches 86% of all the households in America 
with incomes over $7,000. And LIFE reaches 
more than 58% of all home-owners.* 

When your name and your products are ad­
vertised in America's biggest big magazine, you're 
selling to the world's largest and most receptive 
magazine audience. 

*Figures above are from A Study of the Household Accumulative Audience of LIFE (1952), by Alfred Politz Research, . 
Inc. A LIFE-reading household is one in which one or more of the adult members reads one or more of 13 issues, 

first in circulation 

first in advertising 

first in the homes of America 

\DVERTISING OFFICES: New York• Chicago• Detroit• Boston • St. Louis •Atlanta •Cleveland • Philadelphia• Minneapolis• San Francisco •Los Angeles 
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In the homes 
you build ..• 
FEATURE 

.. ~~M~~W" 
Builders today know that buyers, 
above all else, want comfort! The 
house that sells is the house that 
has comfort built-in! 

FEATURE a master 
Home - Conditioning 
Fan in the attic; say, 
"This house stays up 
to 15' cooler in Sum­
mer, fresh all year " 

FE AT URE a Kitchen 
Ventilator; say, "No 
greasy smoke, no 
cooking smells! This 
house stays clean!" 

FEATURE a Bathroom 
Ventilator; say, "No 
musty moisture, no 
lingering odors in 
this bathroom!" 

These are features that turn prospects 
"into buyers at lit tle extra investment! 

* * * For accurate, illustrated, 
detailed information on 
how to install and sell 
"Comfort from Moving 
Air" in the homes you 
build, send for this com­
prehensive 200-page book, 
the most complete guide to 
air-moving equipment ever published. 
Produced by Torrington in cooperation 
with more than 100 American makers, it's 
your fastest guide to speedy sales. It's 
FREE - write for your copy today! 

THE TORRINGTON MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
TORRINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

Western Div: Van Nuys, Calif. • In Canada: TM Co., Ltd., Oakville, Ont. 
r------- - - --- - - - ---- - ---- ---- - - - -, 

Box 808-X, TORRINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

Please send my FREE copy of the '53 GOLD 
BOOK "How to have Comfort from Moving 
Air'.' 

ADDRESS ----------------

CITY ZONE -- STAT!: - - --
1- -- --- - --- - --- - --- -- - - - - - -- ____ J 
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TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS continued 

of th e considerations in the des ign prnred ure. 
and ta·bles are in clud ed [or fi gurin,.: reg ister. 

duct, and equipment sizes. 

WATER SYSTEMS. Thrush Water Circu lator. 

Form No. HC -352. H . A . Thrus h &, Co., P eru , 

Ind. 6 pp. 8!/2' x 11" 

The folder contains performa nce chart, capac· 
ity tab le, and dim ensional data on the manu­
facturer ' s hori zo nta l and vertica l waler circu­
lators. Pointing out that pipe sizes in a do­
mestic hot-water supply syste m can be re­
d 11 red by as much as 50 % by the use of an 
effi cient water ci rculator , the publ icalio11 
shows dia gram s of seve ral 1·y pical layouts. 

WATER SYSTEMS. Water Supply B r ochure , 

MS - 53. F. E, Myers &, Bros. Co., 903 S . O ra n ge 

St., As hl a n d, Oh io, 8 pp. S Y," x 11" 

\l:Tritten in an in formal manner, the three­
color folder presents Myers' l ine of water 
sysle111 s, pumps, and conditioning equ ip111 ent. 
It te ll s how in many areas waler so ftening 

can benefit enti re households. 

ROOFING AND SIDING. C areystone Corrugated 

Asbestos-Ceme nt Roofin g a n d S iding, Data 

Manua l No. 52, P h ili p Carey Manufacturi ng Co., 

Cincin n ati 15, Oh i o, Dept. CM. 82 pp , 8~~" x 11" 

50r' 

S pecs and in sta ll a li on dala [ur C({rl'plo11e 

corrugated roofi ng and sid ing produ cts are 
presented in t his technica l manual as well as 
num ero us drawing s and phn1ngrnp hs showing 
proper application method s. T he gu id ebook 
a lso tel ls how to es timal:r q 11 ant i1i es of Llw 
n1ate rials for parl irn lar ,i nl1s. 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT. Figure Fact Effi c iency for 

Contracto1·s and Bui l ders, Book let N o. AD535. 

Ren1ingto11 Rand I nc . , 315 Fou r th Ave., New 

York 10, N. Y , 16 pp. 8!/2 " x 11 " 

T he Printing Calculator, according to thi s 
l11 ill et in, provides short-cut mu ltip lica tion. 
a utomatic division, high speed ] isli ng. adrli-
1 ion and subtraction , to gether with printed 
proof of every fa ctor on tape. ass1 1ring top 
speed for figurin g es timates, costs. pa yroll s. 
tax es, etc. Five data sheets wl1 ich expla in 
varions co nstrucl ion enl! inee ring and other 
figurrwork proced11res are avai la l1le with tllf' 
booklet. 

A!R CONDITIONING. Fou 1·t h Dimens io n of the 

Modern H ome. Serve l , I nc., E vansvi ll e. I nd. 

20 pp . 8!/2" x 11 " 

T h rn 11g:h air conditioning. t l1 is co lorful book­
let points out, year-round co mfort can be ob­
la ined in a home's "fourth d imension-ideal 
in doo r cli mate." T he impo 1· 1an ce o[ air con­
di 1 inning: to th e homelrni lder. the book str esses. 
is tl1at he is eman cipated from s11 ch design 

COii.Li /I. II cd on I'· 2()() 

If so, please tell us 

dt your earliest convenience 

so that you may continue 

to receive copies 

without delay. 

To expedite the change 

kindly send the old address. 

as well as the new to: 

house+ home 
540 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11, Ill. 
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Sosh quickly re· 
moved for clean. 
ing or glazing 

Screens and Storm 
Sash to match 

MORE BASEMENT LIGHT 
witlt MONARCH Jn-A-Slide 

Windows and Mullions 
For the better and more economical light­
ing of those too-often-underlighted base­
ment rooms, up-to-date home builders and 
contractors are using Monarch Multiple 
Window Units. 

These are built up of Standard In-A-Slide 
Basement Windows and Monarch Weather 
Tight Mullions, in units of from 2 to 6 win­
dows and are ideal for better lighting in 
private home basements, apartment houses 
and all small commercial buildings . 

For further information write us today. 

THERMADOR 
ADDS THE ~om~~ THAT SEL LS 

• Builders are learning that homes 
equipped with Thermador Bill-in elec­
tric cooking units sell faster and at a 
higher profit. 

• Th ey provide an extr a profit item 
for the bui lder and allow the owner lo 
purchase his r ange as part of the house 
mortgage- so everybody wins. 

• P eople are sold on the design fl ex­
ibility a nd cu s tom convenience 
achieved with Thermador units as well 
as the beautiful way they blend with 
any color or building material. 

• Ava ilable in five cooking top 
models, two ovens 1 griddle and warm-
ing drawer. 

S encl for complete catalog 

·~ ~~· THERM AD OR Electrical Manufacturing Co . 

~ 5119 District Bouleva-rd • Los Angeles 22, Cali fornia 

~· .. ,., .. 
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fJ$ Sisalation -
OFFERS THESE 4 BIG ADVANTAGES-

\ 
\ 

\ 
I 
\ 
i 

-
AT ONE LOW COST! 

Sisalation-the tough~st 
vapor barrier and reflective 

· you: insulation-gives 

1 
2-woy reflective insuloti?n-er~v~~ 
lent value of about 1 inch o u 
type insulation. . 
D endoble prevention against 

2 c;~I condensation damages.­
point peeling, wood rc;>tting, interior 
wall staining. 

~ Protection against entry of drafts, 

tJ dust, etc. 

I 
The unequalled strength of rugged 

4 fibre reenforcement needed for un· 
broken application. 

\ 

I 
1 

All for 1 low material and labor costl 
Because of its amazing strengt~, 
Sisalation is easily stapled in 
place without rips or tears . For 

I the average 5-room house, 
. \ Sisalation costs only ?bou,~ 

$ 25 10 $30. Available in 36 
and 48" widths al your Lumber 

\ 

or Building Supply Dealer . For 
further information write Dept. 

L,__-HH-6. ------: 

\ 

t 
\ 

\ 
I 
i 

\ 

\ 

\ 

I 
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""NV DOEC 
•be~+ 

C0£4l less? 

R·O·Ws outsell other windows by 2 to 1 
Production economies have made it possible 
to sell this premium quality window (with 
the extra-value removable feature) at a 
lower price than ordinary quality windows. 

See your local lumber dealer or write 

R•O•W SALES COMPANY 1332 .. 76 ACADEMY AVENUE • FERNDALE 20, MICHIGAN 
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THE ALL-ELECTRIC HOUSE continued from p. 160 

If this change has to be made after the house is 
built, it will cost upwards of $100. In small houses, 
a switch to No. 4 service wires will almost double 
the capacity of the panel at a cost of $20-$30. 

2. Are there sufficient appliance branch cir-

cu its? Yes_ No _ 

There are some 55 electrical appliances that might 
be found in a modern house, most of them in or 
near, the kitchen. The usual single appliance circuit 
is not enough, especially when refrigerator and wall 
clock are plugged into it. A toaster and coffee 
maker in use at the same time will completely load 
a branch circuit, so a minimum of two should be 
provided. Cost of the extra circuit: about $1 0. The 
all-electric house has two kitchen circuits for port­
able appliances, as well as separate circuits for re­
frigerator and dishwasher. Good rule for kitchens: 
an outlet for every four linear feet of work surface, 
and if divided, an outlet at each work unit. 

3. Are there enough special-purpose cir-

cu its? Yes _ No _ 

Even the smallest house should have at least four 
special-purpose circuits (if electric cooking and hot 
water are planned) : range, water heater, furnace 
control and motor, and automatic washer. Individual 
circuits are especially important where the appli­
ance is motor driven, for they provide the extra 
power needed at the moment of starting. If dish­
washer, garbage disposer, drier, auxiliary heater or 
air conditioner are installed or anticipated, provision 
should be made for these circuits. Price for wiring: 
$10 to $25 each. Price for leavin g space in entrance 
panel for such circuits: practically nothing. 

4. Are there sufficient lighting and conveni-

ence outlets? Yes _ No_ 

Reading's abundant wiring is a housekeeper's dream 
of convenience outlets, the feature that makes the 
strongest impression on home buyers. Mu!Liple out­
let strips in living room and master bedroom provide 
an outlet every 18", and other rooms have at leas t 
one outlet on every wall. Plug-in strips can be in­
stalled at no extra cost on any 10' wall, if two ordi­
nary outlets were planned and if the installation 
cost per outlet is $5. The 50¢ per ft. cost of the 
strip is offset by the fact that only one connection 
is necessary. Among all the de luxe items in the 
Reading house, the plug-in strip go t the most approv­
ing comments, even more than the popular valance 
lighting. Inconspicuous, this strip can be an effec­
tive sales item at little extra cost to the builder. 
Good rule of thumb for any house: no point on a 
wall should be more than 6' from an outlet, except 
on spaces less than 3' wide, considered unusable. 

5. Are there enough switches? Yes _ No_ 

Barked shins and dangerous falls can often be 
avoided through the simple expedient of having a 

HOUSE & HOME 



switch at each entrance to a room if they are more 
than 10' apart. In Reading, rooms with two en­
trances have switches at each. Exterior floodlights 
are all controlled from a master bedroom switch. 
Garage lights operate from both the interior and 
exterior entrances. Each extra switch will cost just 
the price of one outlet at the local rate. The national 
Adequate Wiring program boosts a "path of light" 
theory as safest and best for any house, especially 
larger ones. This means switch facilities for lighting 
your way ahead of you through the house, and for 
extinguishing lights behind you, without having to 
walk through dark rooms or halls. 

6. Is there provision in the main panel for 

future circuits? Yes _ No _ 

Even with three lines wired directly into the service 
center (oil burner, water heater and drier) and 18 
circuits provided, this house left two additional 
openings in the panel to allow for any unforeseen 
future needs. In the average small house, with its 
six or eight circuits, it would cost practically noth­
ing to leave two or even four knock-out spaces in 
fuse box or panel. Circuit breaker boxes can be 
installed with vacancies for additional pairs of. 
breakers. When .a need arises, new circuits can be 
wired into the box without installing a new panel. 
The cost of each new pair will be less than $2. 

Back-to-back wiring, too 

Like plumbing, wiring efficiency can gain from care· 
ful preplanning of the house. Heavy-duty circuits 
are expensive (No. 6 range wire runs .as high as 
$1.50 per ft. so runs should be .as short as possible.) 
A short run for the range circuit is more important 
than for the kitchen appliance line. Locating a 
stove on the opposite side of the kitchen can cost an 
extra $15. However, the relative smallness of the 
electrical contract (2-3%) makes its layout secon­
dary to a more expensive item, like plumbing. But 
wherever there is a choice in the location of a wired 
appliance it should be kept near the main. Already 
wired plug-in strips will shorten some general pur­
pose circuits. Water heaters can often be located 
for minimum wiring if kitchen, laundry and bath 
are planned with the panel location in mind, as well 
as the plumbing stack. 

What extras? 

When it comes to spending more money for wiring, 
where should the builder put it for best effect? In­
creased service capacity should be first choice. 
Plug-in strips and provision for future circuits 
cost little. TV and telephone raceways - luxury 
features impressive to buyers-can be installed in 
most areas for $10 per outlet. Extra bath heat can 
come from a heat lamp socket, which will not re­
quire a separate circuit, or a built-in auxiliary 
heater, which will. But a heavier wiring budget will 
bring a return only if the sales force uses the added 
convenience of adequate wiring to put your house 
out in front of the competition. 
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SAVE·:nME 
... (Uloid_ 

ONU>'f~! 

Buyers of modern homes are entitled to the 
convenience and beauty of removable wood 
windows. No other window can duplicate 
the weather-snug construction of R·O·Ws. 
Over 8,000,000 R·O·Ws are now in daily use. 

See your local lumber dealer or write 

•·' 

R•O•W SALES COMPANY 1332 • • 76 ACADEMY AVENUE • FERNDALE 20, MICHIGAN 

197 



Installed in your homes 
in a matter of minutes ! 

0 

ALL connections are TOP connections 

on G. E.'s new Table-top Water Heater 

You don't need to pay high-cost 
labor for hours of unnecessary 
installation work when you spec­
ify or install General Electric 
Table-top Water Heaters . G.E.'s 
connections have been relocated 
at the top ... make easiest in­
stallation ever. 

Installed anywhere 
in the house! 

A General Electric Water Heater 
can be installed anywhere . . . 
basement, attic, utility room .. . 
even in a closet. Concrete floors 
or other obstructions are no prob-
1 em , either. G-E Table-top 
Water Heaters are ava ilable 
without tops-and at less cost-

for installation underneath 
counter tops. 

Designed for today's 
home requirements! 

You're sure with General Elec­
tric ... for G. E.'s delivery rate 
assures a constant and plentiful 
hot water supply. That's impor­
tant, because modern appliances 
use even greater amounts of hot 
water. 

So, specify dependable G-E 
Water Heaters for your homes. 
Remember, houses are easier to 
sell when your appliances carry 
that well-known and reliable 
product name ... General Electric. 

For the best in water heaters ••• call your 

G-E wholesale distributor or your plumbing jobber. 

You can put your confidence in-

GENERAL. ELECTRIC 
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41t;t:JC1XI 
~offers you 

HARLOC 

PRODUCTS CORPORATION 

NEW HAVEN, CONN. 

IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY! 

' 

FREE! 
New Catalog! 
IJl 11 st r:1tl's a11<1 dl'S(·ril w..; 1·om pktc l ine 
nf srn•11 Brssk1· nisappt'a 1 · i11 ~ Sl.:li r -
11:1\· Jfnd1· ls to lll l't• I all \'Oll r JH'L' d."i . 
'l' ll is llr'll' r ata lo::: sl1m 1lrl '1w in ynnr 
Ji les for n·a<lv rl'fercncc~writc for 
rrrnr copy now·! 

Build More Saleable 
Area info Homes 

with 

BESSLER 
Disappearing Stairways 

1. 'l' hc Ol:Tr.T ~A L rlisa ppra rin g stairwn}' 
-111;u l1 • fo r 0\'1· r -10 y1•a rs . 

2. A real s l :1 inrny- 11ot a ladder. 
3. Si'\C 11 m· ll -i·11g: i11 ct•rcd 111 odcls-for 

C\"l' I'}' l ll'C'd . 

4. Safrtr-ll t·s i:,:11cil in crcry detail for 
)'0!11" JH'O ! l'f' I ion . 

5. 811i1ahl t• fnr the llncs t hotncs- olcl 
i ltul 111'\r. 

G. 01wr:lt{·s fnnu ;ll1ove anil hc\ow. 
7. Fnl I \ri fl l11 t.n•:i <ls-8.\PI~ for C\'Cl'Y-

011l' . 
s. ALL Sl l' /lS arL' of eq11al llL·L~llt. 
9. 'l'l 'i'ads :n1d ,o; t1·i 11g1•r." ;1rc made of 

Sitlia SJll'IH'C. 
10. 1•·11 11 cl oor 11 idt li prori dt.•s ampl e nc­

n•ss for Jari::c nhjed s. 
11. 11'1111 l cn~lll K \li'I•: hand 1·;1il. 
12. AtTlll"itlt• ;1 rt'l 1it.1'L'l1trn l 1lL'S i:,;- 11 ;1ss11res 

c;n;y :rnd S.\l" I·: as1·L•1u li11 ~ a nll dc­
ser1 1el i11 g. 

13 . All 111t:la l p;1rts arc made uf strong. 
~.\PE pn·s:w rl st1·cl. 

14. Hc•pai l's a lll':1rs arn il ahlc on qui c·I; 
nntirc fo r a ll 111odels-110 " orph ans." 

15 . nours m:tdc of Wh ite P inc :uul li'ir 
i11 two-panel :rnd fl ush tr 11rs ; lwnl­
ll'On r\ rl onrs in f1nsl1 tnw 011l r. 

l G. r1'nil or -111 ;1dc for a ll l w i ~hts-no 
sliort or Jong strps. 

17. IJimilrerls of t1 11111sa11ds in 
ro 11sta 11t d;li lr 11st'. 

! S. DDU<:llIA'l'E llELirEfiY! 
19. i\[cv ts all h11ildi11g codes. 

BESSLER-best for over 40 years! 
The Bessler Disappearing Stairway Co., 1900 East Market St. , Akron 5, Ohio 
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~~~ 
iftit~_umk 

1nn1t11ck 
sliding doo~ hardware 

<7 

~ltJ Kennatrack "Buyer's 

Guide." The mast informative catalog 

in the field. Takes the guesswork out of 

sliding door installations. Illustrates and 

describes the most complete qual ity line 

available. Scaled detail drawings for 

convenience of builders and architects. 

See your supplier or write: 

KENNATRACK CORPORATION 
ELKHAR T • INDIANA 

yOIJ CAN 
MAKE MORE MONEY -

SPEED HEATING INSTALLATIONS -

with f ra~i~~f .. rau 1 
~· =i·(j j ,j,f .t ;I ·I Ii j·i i I ,15:::: 
//Ill\\\.."-.. 

Check and compare these advantages • •• 
* Low cost "wet heat" radiation which makes satisfied 

customers for you. 

* Easy to install units. Minimum of c1Jtting and fitting. 
* Fits any floor plan. Can be p'1inted to match any 

decorating pattern. 
* High BTU output reduces mat.erial requirements . Saves 

you money. 

f/?[£ Off[{( New, revised "EASY EST! · 

MATOR." Complete calculation data sheets take the 

mystery out of estimating and insta ll ing . WRITE NOW! 

RADIAN T•R A y .RAD I AT I 0 NI IN c. 
900 W. MAIN STREET NEW BRITAIN, CONN. 

JUNE 1953 

Structural Corrugated g lass installation at main entrance of l. M. residence 
in Seattle, Washington. Architect, Gerhard E. Korplus, New York City. 

The Distinctive, Modern look of 
Structural Corrugated Glass Catches 
Homes Buyers' Eyes Everywhere 
A simple, effective partition of Structural Corrugated Glass by 
Mississippi has changed this from just another doorway into a 
grand entrance .. . it has created something unusual and de­
sirable . And this is what today's home buyer wonts. Something 
modern .. . something practical . •. something beautiful. 

Structural Corrugated g lass floods areas with softened, "bor­
rowed light" that flatters interiors . . . makes rooms appear 
larger. It creates an air of distinction and luxury impossible to 
attain with any old-fashioned material . 

Glass is the modern material . . . easy to install and maintain. 
And translucent, figured glass has tested sales appeal, it eyes 
right and sel!s on sight. 

Give your homes that "different look" that buyers want. 
See your regu!ar glass distributor or supplier for Mississippi 
Glass. Many patterns and surface finishes to choose from. 

Write today for free booklets, "Modernize Your 
Home With Decorative Gloss" and "Figured Gloss 
by Mississippi ." Photographs of actua l residential 
and commercial installations. Many ideas on ways 
to use this new medium. 

WOR LD ' S LARGEST MANUF A CTURER OF ROL LE D , FIGURED AND WIRED GLASS 

.199 



200 

Latest "Trade Secrets" Success! 

48,000 pounding feet 
failed to mar this floor 

-that's the beauty of ~· • 81.ock * ~ 

After the first three exhibit days, visitors to the LIFE-NAHB "Trade Secrets" 
House built by L. P. Smith in New Orleans found it hard to believe that the 
immaculate, gleaming floors of richly grained Higgins Block had already 
been walked on by 24,000 people- equal to years of average wear! Visitors 
were further impressed by this list of Higgins advantages: 

*SPECIFICATIONS: 

9" x 9" net face hardwood blocks­
easy to install 

3-ply cross-grain construction- when 
properly installed will not warp, 
buckle, cup or crack 

Selected oak face- comes with flnal 
finish 

Pressure bonded with marine-type 
glue- water-repellant, climate-proof 

Deep-impregnated with famous new 
"Penta" - rot-proof, termite-proof 

Grooved back anchors into adhesive 
- quiet and comfortable 

Can be laid directly on concrete slab 
-without special preparation 

Blocks flt flush- without large, visible 
V-grooves 

II• • 
6ff~BONDED HARDWOOD BLOCK FLOORING 

• , •.•• ,. INC. THE WORLD-FAMOUS BOAT BUILDERS ~~~ 

Use this coupon for free sample block and literature 

Higgins, Inc., Dept. H-6, New Orleans, La. 
Gentlemen: Please send sample block and literature to 

Firm Name·----------------------------------·--------------------------------· 

Address·-------·············------------------- ·- ---------------------------- ---· 
City _________________ __ ________________ .Zone .. ...... State __ _________ , ________ _ 

TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS continued 

rules of yesterday as cross-ventilation. This 
freedom not only affects window location but 
materials used in the entire structure and 
room sizes and relationships. 

PLASTIC SKYLIGHTS. 62% More Overhead Day­

light with Wascolite Skydomes. Wasco Flashing 

Co., Cambridge , Mass. 8 pp . BY2 " x 11" 

Pictured in this two-color file folder are several 
residential applications of prefab translucent 
and clear plastic skylights. Shipped complete 
with curb and attachment accessories, the Sky­
domes are reported to be easy to install. 
Square, round and rectangular units are il­
lustrated. 

WIRING DEVICES AND SWITCHES. Electrical 

Availability Important to Architectural Design. 

Arrow-Hart & Hegeman Electric Co., Hartford 

6, Conn . 16 pp. 8Y2 " x 11" 

Not only does thi s catalogue illustrate a com­
plete line of electrical outlets, switches, and 
wiring devices, but it also shows basic wiring 
plans for each part of the house-inside and 
outside. The diagrams indicate clearly the 
type and number of outlets and equipment re­
quired in each area for convenient living. 

RADIANT HEATING. Avon Radiantweld Solid 

Wall Steel Tub in g. Avon Tube Div., Higbie 

Mfg. Co. , Rochester, Mich. 6 pp. BY2 " x 11" 

Describing a steel tubing processed especially 
for radiant heat installations, the folder cites 
advantages for the product and suggests pip­
ing layouts. A typical ceiling panel plan is 
diagrammed and section views are shown of 
ceiling, ceiling and wall, and floor installa­
tions. 

HEATING. How to Obtain Better Results from 

an Air Heatin g Installat ion. Air Heat ing , Inc., 

5714-16 W . Chicago Ave., Chicago 51, Ill. 8 pp. 

5" x 7" 

The function of a blower in a warm-air heat­
ing system is explained in this booklet and 
the heating contractor is shown how to de­
termine the correct blower speed for the re­
quired volume of air delivery . 

MASONRY CONSTRUCTION. Results of a Con ­

crete Masonry Study. Research Foundation of 

the University of Toledo. The Besser Mfg . Co., 

610 46th St. , Alpena, Mich. 7 pp. 8Y2 " x 11" 

The results of a study of masonry construction 
sponsored by government housing and defense 
agencies and several manufacturers' associa­
tions are contained in this report. It describes 
five basic ways to minimize or completely eli­
minate shrinkage and cracking in masonry 
walls. 

continued on p. 204 
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You know the Western Pines* 
in rooms like this 

Now meet the Associated Woodst 
in rooms like this ! 

Douglas Fir's handsome graining and distinctive 

summer and spring wood contrasts make it an 

inspired choice for paneling. Receptive to paint, 

stain, or enamel. 

*THESE ARE THE WESTERN PINES 

IDAHO WHITE PINE 

PONDEROSA PINE • SUGAR PINE 

tTHESE ARE THE ASSOCIATED WOODS 

LARCH • DOUGLAS FIR • WHITE FIR 

ENGELMANN SPRUCE • INCENSE CEDAR 

RED CEDAR • LODGEPOLE PINE 

All are w ell manufactured, seasoned, and graded to the 

high Association standards. You can specify and buy t hem 
with confidence! 

For information on any of the Woods of the Western Pine Region, write 

WESTERN PINE ASSOCIATION 
DEPT. 215 - V , YEON BUILDING • PORTLAND 4, OREGON 
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To be sure-install Burks Pumps 
Write today for FREE catalog aURKs 

PUMPS DECATUR PUMP COMPANY 
11 ELK ST., DECATUR 70, ILL. 

put a 
MEYER ''B'' 

• 1n your 
prospects' bonnets! 
Convince your prospective ho me buyers with 
"comfort" - the complete comfort of wc: rm air 
heating with attractive "B" units in the Weir­
M eyer line. More than merely furn aces -
the "B" Lo-Boys and Hi-Boys provide the 
ultimate in hea lthful, humidified, dust-free 
air for the home. D esigned to burn both oil 
and gas efficiently . . . easily converted from 
one to the o ther. The "B" Hi-Boys ca n be 
used either for counterflow or updraft hea t­
ing. Compact ... easy to install .. . need no 
cementinr-. Write T oday For Full I nf onna­
tio11. Spe~ ift eatinns i·nr B-1 :rnd B-l I show 11 
below: 

Input Output H e ight 

Series B-11 

Length 
---------

8 1 Ga s 110,000 88,000 48" 58" 

8 1 Oil 131,000 105,000 48" 58" 

811 Gas 105,000 84,000 69" 25" 

811 Oil 120,000 96 ,000 69" 25" 

Width 

25" 
25" 
25" 

25" 

Complete 1 Gas - Inpu t 55 ,000 to ov er 1 MILLI O N 8'11 / hr 
range of sizes I Oil - Output 45,000 to over 1 MILLION Btu / hr 

Series B-1 

THE MEYER FURNACE COMPANY 
Ge neral O ffi ces: Peo ri a 2, ]llinois 
Fac lo i-ies : Peor ia a nd Peru , ill inois 

A1fa1111/ad 11 r1' rs of M1t.: ir & A/eyer Furn aces 
Air Co udit io ners for Gas - Oil - Coal 

·Y our Sales Are H igher .. . Wh en You Pro vide WEIR-MEYER 

203 



Young homemakers 
are looking for new 
homes and apartments 
equipped with electric garbage 
disposers. They LOOK for this 
modern convenience that saves 
time, saves steps, saves work. 

You'll sell quicker, rent quicker 
when you show them WASTE KING 
Pulverator-the most modern 
VISIBLE FEATURE you can put into 
your homes or apartments. 
It's the lowest budget, highest 
quality feature that upgrades the 
value of the new home or apartment. 

SUPERIOR WASTE KING FEATURES! 

"HUSH-CUSHIONS"- give 50% quiete r, smoother operation. Absorb 
and vibration . WASTE KING is the only really quiet garbage disposer. 

noise 

LIFETIME GRIND CONTROL - con-
lrols the size of waste particles and 
length of fibrous materials for more 
years of dep e ndable operation . 
Prevents jamming, clogging ! 

1tl!.J!!' THE PREFERRED VISIBLE FEATURE-

UNBEATABLE SERVICE RECORD­
Iess than 1 % service callbacks. 
Relieves builder of complaints . Cus· 
lomer salisfoction assured I 

Buy from your Friendly Plumbing Contractor now! 

~A Product by GIVEN Mfg. Co., Los Angeles 58, Calif., Largest Producer of Garbage Disposers in Am.ericat 
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TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS continued 

REMODELING. Remodeling Magic-Some Tr icks 

You Can Do with Gold Bond Gypsu m Wallboard. 

N a tional Gy psum Co., 325 Delaware Ave., B uf­

falo 2, N . Y. 14 pp. 8Y2" x 11" 

The full-color booklet offers pictorial sug­
gestions for finishing basements and attics with 
gypsum wallboard, and gives application in­

structions. 

LIGHTING.swivelier University Adjustable Light­

ing Products , Bulletin 132. Swivelier Company, 

Inc., Dept . F , 43 34th S t., Broo klyn 32, N . Y . 

100 pp . 8Y2" x 11" 

Ten new lighting fixtures and several units re­
cently redesigned are featured in this compre­
hensive catalogue covering more than 300 fix­
tures, wiring devices, and accessories. Litho­
graphed in two colors, the publication divides 
the products in eight categories: canopy shade 
units, portable units, Vague-Lites, recessed fix­
tures, w1nng devices, outdoor units and 
lighting accessories. Photos and line drawings 
illustrate each item, and the text offers sug­
gestions for possible applications of the units. 
Of special interest to architects and electrical 
contractors are the explanations of Swivelier's 
patented socket and Shur-Mount method of 
wall attachment. 

FIREPLACES. Book of Successful Fireplaces and 

How to Build Them. The Donley Brothers Co., 

13945 Miles Ave., Cleve la nd 5, Ohio. 78 pp . 8Y2" 

x 11". 50¢ 

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT. Parsons 250 

Trenchliner. The Koehring Co ., Milwaukee 16, 

Wis . 16 pp. 8Y2" x 11" 

GAS STORAGE. Scaife FuelPack Above-Ground 

Ta nks. Scaife Co. , Oakmont, P ittsburgh District, 

P a. 4 pp. 8Y2 " x 11" 

FLOORING. KenRubber T il e Floors-An Invest­

ment in Better Living. 8 pp. 8Y2" x 11". Colo r 

Illus. 

WIRING. t ndoor-Outdoor Cu rrent Transform-

ers , GEA-5874. Ge neral Electric, Schenectady 5, 

N. Y. 12 pp. 8Y2" x 11" 

HEATING. The Kewanee - Iron Fireman Boiler. 

Burne r Unit , Fo rm No. 2314. Kewanee-Ross 

Corp., Divisio n of American Radiator & Stan­

dard Sanitary Corp., Kewanee, Il l. 12 pp. 8Y2 " 

x 11" 

PIPING. Staynew Pipe Line Filters, Bulletin 

210. Dollinger Co rp . , 11 Centre Park, Rochester 

3, N. Y. 4 pp . 8Y2 " x 11 " 

CONCRETE FORMS. Masonite Conc rete Form 

Presdwood. Masonite Corp. , 111 West Washing. 

ton St., Chicago 2, Ill. 8 pp. 8Y2" x 11" 

HOU SE &. H OME 


