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MAJOR BEAUTY
BREAKTHROUGH:
20-DAY RE-ENERGIZING
FOR YOUR SKIN

In the French Research labo-
ratories of Sanofi, where over
1800 physicians, scientists and
technicians create impressive

RM2

iensive Care Form;

Force Majeure

- MAJEURE

-ROM INTENSIVE
1 RESEARCH...

MAJOR INGREDIENTS

ENCOURAGE

YOUNGER-LOOKING SKIN

innovations, a new significant

force in contemporary skincare Force I\/Iajeure from

has been developed...

FORCE MAJEURE the

RM?2 Collection.

INTENSIVE CARE FORMULA A new generation

To firm and revitalize dull, tired-
looking skin in 20 days.

of skincare.

. Magnin

NUTRI-MARINE COMPLEX
helps energize the appearance
of the skin and increases the
effectiveness of the ather major
ingredients.

SUPRACERAMIDES help re-
vitalize and hydrate the skin.
Work to minimize the appear-
ance of wrinkles.

N.H.E (NATURAL HYDRATING
FACTOR) increases firmness by
helping the skin retain moisture.

IMPRESSIVE
TEST RESULTS

In 75% of all women tested

there was a visible decrease in

wrinkle depth of up to 50%. In "
70% of women tested there was

significant improvement in skin
firmness and smoothness.
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© 1991 Coach

Paul Revere’s greal greal great grealt greal great grmnxﬂxﬂmugﬂn{ker,
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AN AMERICAN LEGACY

The Chelsea Bag, No. 9894, $204. Enduring style, made of fine natural leather that becomes more beautiful with time.
To order, or for a complimentary catalogue, call 800 262-2411. Also available at The Coach Stores, select department and specialty stores.
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FOR A COPY OF OUR NEW CATALOGUE OR YOUR NEAREST STORE, PLEASE RING 1-800-253-1519




CHOOSE YOUR PEN AS CAREFULLY AS YOU
CHOOSE YOUR WORDS.

MONT®
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THE ART OF WRITING
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MEISTERSTUCK

MARSHALL FIELD'S HUDSON'S

.EMBER 19




CARTIER FOR THE TABLE

BORN IN THE RICHNESS OF THE
CARTIER ARCHIVES, OUR NEWEST
PATTERN OF TABLEWARE: LA
Ma1soN VENITIENNE. RICHLY
COLORED PORCELAIN, BORDERED
IN JEWEL TONES AND ORNAMENTED
IN THE ART DECO MANNER

WITH CARTIER'S FAMOUS
TWIN-BIRDS MOTIF.

CRYSTAL STEMWARE, BRILLIANT
AND CLEAR, PAIRED WITH PERFECTLY
CONTOURED SILVER FLATWARE.
EACH PIECE IMBUED WITH THE
SPECIAL CARTIER SPIRIT.

LA MAISON VENITIENNE, AN
IRRESTIBLE INVITATION TO DINE.
A CARTIER TABLE: THE ART

OF HOSPITALITY.

THE ART OF BEING UNIQUE.

les maizons de ( czrtier

et

©1990 CARTIER, INC

(. crtier

THE ART OF BEING UNIQUE

AVAILABLE AT ALL CARTIER BOUTIQUES
ATLANTA - BAL HARBOUR - BEVERLY HILLS - BOSTON + CHEVY CHASE » CHICAGO » COSTA MESA » DALLAS - FORT LAUDERDALE + HONOLULU - HOUSTON
LAS VEGAS + LOS ANGELES - MONTREAL * NEW YORK * PALM BEACH * SAN FRANCISCO - SAN JUAN « ST. THOMAS - TORONTO + VANCOUVER - WASHINGTON, D.C.
ALSO AVAILABLE AT SELECTED FINE STORES. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 201-307-1550



THIS CLASSIC 18 KARAT GOLD
LADIES' ROLEX FEATURES THE
JUBILEE BRACELET AND FLUTED BEZEL. LIKE
ALL ROLEX OYSTER PERPETUAL WATCHES,

IT HAS A PRECISION AUTOMATIC-WIND
MOVEMENT AND IS WARRANTED PRESSURE-PROOF
TO A DEPTH OF 330 FEET.

A WELCOME ADDITION TO THE MOST
ACTIVE OF LIFESTYLES.

SOME PEOPLE VALUE

THEIR TIME MORE THAN OTHERS,

WHICH IS PRECISELY

WHY SoME PEOPLE WEAR

ASK YOUR BAILEY BANKS & BIDDLE JEWELER
TO SHOW YOU OUR COMPLETE ROLEX COLLECTION
OF 18 KARAT GOLD, STEEL AND
GOLD, AND STAINLESS STEEL WATCHES.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR THE
STORE NEAREST YOU, CALL 1-800-999-GOLD.

ROLEX
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1 0000600000000 00000000000000006000000000000600000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000004000000000000000004

1 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000004

T H E J EWEL E R O F C H O 1 C E F O R S E V E N G ENERATI O N S.
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epeatedly, Rolex watches

have proven themselves to

1000000000600 0606600060

be extraordinarily dependable.

From boardroom to base camp,

at every longitude and

FEW CONSTELLATIONS
) ARE AS BRILLIANT AS THE PLEIADES,
WHICH MAKES IT AN APT NAME FOR THE

latitude, they have served their owners

handsomely. No other watch enjoys the

ROLEX
N evsIERHRPETUAL
CAY-hATE

reputation of Rolex. No other watch has
earned it. ® For information about the

complete Rolex line, speak with your official
AMEN'S 18 KARAT GOLD ROLEX DAY /DATE

OYSTER PERPETUAL CHRONOMETER WITH Rolex Jeweler at Bailey Banks &
FLUTED BEZEL AND PRESIDENT BRACELET. _ :
FHE “YRIADY DI ARBND DAL RARES Biddle. Stop by at your convenience.

THIS WATCH APPROPRIATE FOR
EVEN THE MOST FORMAL EVENTS.

1 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000006000000000000

1000000000000 0000000000000000006000000060000004¢

IN ADDITION TO CARRYING FINE WATCHES, WE HAVE AN
EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF EXQUISITE JEWELRY. COME IN AND SEE THE
SELECTION OF EXCEPTIONAL RINGS, BRACELETS AND OTHER JEWELRY THAT
HAS MADE BAILEY BANKS & BIDDLE THE JEWELER OF CHOICE FOR 160 YEARS.

B A 1 L E Y B A N K S & B I D D L E
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"Waves" by Olle Alberius. 8" high, $140.0(

Like the ripples on the sea...
like the babbling of a brook...
like reflections of a glittering sun...
that is crystal...

fors |

Orrefors g

but perfectly still.

Nordic light transformed into crystal.

Available at Galleri Orrefors & Kosta Boda, New York and Costa Mesa, and fine retail stores nationwide.






OFT, SHEER SILH
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INTRODUCING SC
IT FEELS LIKE A CURTAIN

IT WORKS LIKE A BLIND




Imagine a window blind
that seems to float in air, with
no visible means of support.

Imagine a window shade
so soft and sheer you can enjoy .
a sunlit scene through it, without
glare or fading.

Still with us? Then you're
beginning to imagine Silhouette
window shadings. -

Soft,

sheer fabric,
front and back.

Even the
'slats" are soft.

But as you can see,
pictures do the job better than
our words or your imagination.
Pictures can give you an idea of
the sleek simplicity of Silhouette.
lts appropriateness fo any style
of interior. And the way it
controls any shading of light.

But not even the best
photograph can show you its full
range of colors. Or demonstrate
its luxurious, silken feel. Or the
way its special finish repels dust
and soil.

For that, we suggest you
phone "SIHOUETTE ANSWERS” at
1-800-22-STYLE and ask for a
free brochure to read and a real
sample o examine.

Or write us at Silhouette
Answers, Two Duette Way,
Broomfield, CO 80020. In
Canada, call 1-800-265-1363.

Silhouette window shadings.
Beyond shades. Beyond blinds.

Beyond description.

Hunter Douglas: your source for
Silhouette shadings, Duette® shades,
pleated shades, horizontal and vertical
blinds, and coordinated fabrics.

L

HunterDouglas

Window Shadings




The timeless elegance of
fine crystal by Val.

Val Saint Lam

TRADITION

]

At Lamberr

INNOVATION:

For over one hundred and fifty years, Val's craftsmen have relied on time-honored skills to fire and shape fine crystal.

In 1913, Le Temps of Paris described Val Saint Lambert as
“perhaps the most important manufactory for crystal in the
world....” Val has been making the world’s finest crystal since
1826. And the tradition continues.

For over one hundred and fifty years, Val’s craftsmen have
relied on time-honored skills to fire and shape
fine crystal. Using pear wood tools and the mea-

There are two constants in the Val tradition.
Fine craftsmanship, and the pursuit of the mastery of form.
But no great art form remains unchanged. So it is with Val.
Over the decades, Val’s creative vision has been reborn
again and again. From classical triumphs in cut crystal, Val
designers moved boldly into the floral riches of
Art Nouveau at the turn of the century. Later, Val

sured breath of their bodies, master artisans have
given life to forms conceived by gifted designers.

Val Saint $&¢
Lambert »&4

designers made prize-winning contributions to
the Art Deco style. And today, some Val artists

Exemplary works by Val are displayed in
Europe’s finest museums. Early examples of
painted opaline and cut crystal are found in the Glass Museum
at Liege. Other masterworks are collected in Dusseldorf and
Brussels. In the United States, the Corning Museum displays
aturn-of-the-century cutand engraved crystal goblet by Val, as
well as later twentieth century pieces.

are taking geometric forms to new heights, while
others pursue the subtle grace of animal forms.

As Val’s master designers and craftsmen explore new
frontiers, it is they who set the standards for each new era. It
is Val who has pointed the way, and Val who has defined each
new era with its imprint.

Val. Honored by curators and treasured by collectors
around the world.

Found at finer department and specialty stores nationwide. For more information or a Val Pocket Brochure (if requesting a brochure
please include $2.50) write to: Val Saint Lambert USA Inc., P.O. Box 146, Ansonia, Connecticut 06401
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A Maillol
nude, above,
surveys the

garden of Paul {8

Rudolph’s Bass
. house, Fort
1 Worth. Page
164. Below:
A Zang Tor
lustration.
Page 128.

European elegance, above, in a
Washington, D.C., living room.
Page 100. Below: Photographer
Nathaniel Kramer and his wife,
model Anne Kramer. Page 108.

HOUSE & GARDEN December 1991 Volume 163, Number 12

COVER Worcester
porcelain brings
color to a festive
table. Page 132.

Photograph by
Michael Mundy.

FEATURES

Capital Collectors by Celia McGee 100
The grand tour never ends for an American couple
in the nation’s capital

Sharp Focus by Amy Fine Collins 108

Creating a downtown loft on Manhattan’s

Upper East Side, a photographer and a model take
a wide-angle view on style

Sculpture in Green by William Bryant Logan 114
In the shadow of the Santa Ynez Mountains,
Florence Yoch designed a classic Italianate garden

A Fine ltalian Eye by Martin Filler 120
In a New York loft, art dealer Gian Enzo
Sperone installs a gallery for everyday life

Couture Cuisine by Wendy Goodman 128
At designer Zang Toi’s showroom the
clothing is hot—and so is the food

Classic Understatement

by Rosamond Bernier 132

Louise and Henry Grunwald edit the
collections of two busy lives

Despot of Decoration by John Richardson 140
Twentieth-century absolutist Carlos de Beistegui
endowed his rooms with princely opulence

Sandra at Home by Sandra Bernhard 146
HG tracks down the rapier-witted rising star of the
stage and screen in her North Hollywood bungalow

Flair for the Unexpected by Gabriella De Ferrari 152
Master stylist Marie-Paule Pellé assembles a
Cartesian collage in her New York City apartment

California Suite by Peter Haldeman 158
One of rock and roll’s coolest lawyers, John Branca
strikes a traditional chord in Beverly Hills

Texas Tour de Force by Mildred F. Schmertz 164
Anne Bass and Paul Rudolph achieve an exquisite
balance of art and architecture in her Fort Worth house



LouisVuitton. Tlle sPirit of travel

e

H

£ The Alizé travel bag in Monogram canvas and natural
> cowhide. Full of the magic of the great voyages of yesteryear, all the
3 creations of Louis Vuitton belong to the realm of the exceptional. Made
£ in the tradition of the saddler's craft, they refine that tradition and bear
E witness to the high standards of the House that has given travel its stamp
g of nobility.

LOUIS VUITTON

MALLETIER A PARIS

t ROUX SEGUELA CAYZAC & GOUDARD

MAISON FONDEE EN 1854



ACROSS EUROPE,
AS'THE NEW DAY ARRIVES,
0DOWE.

Pont Louis-Philippe, Paris.

A

FRANCE

16

ITALY

SWEDEN

SPAIN

BELGIUM
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Schedules subject to change

WITH THE MOST NONSTOPS TO EUROPE.

It happens in London and in Paris just as the cities start to stir.
It happens in Frankfurt and Munich, in Zurich and Milan. In Stockholm, Glasgow,
Brussels, Manchester and Madrid. All across Europe, American arrives
just as the day begins. So whatever brings you to Europe,
fly the airline that has brought Europe closer than ever before.
As close, in fact, as tomorrow morning.

AmericanAirlines’

Something special to Europe.

SWITZERLAND SCOTLAND ENGLAND GERMANY

HG DECEMBER 1991 17
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PEACE. THE GRANDEST WISH OF ALL.

To send a gift of Grand Marnier® Liqueur (except where prohibited by law) call 1-800-243-3787
Product of France. Made with fine cognac brandy 40% alc/vol (80 proof). ©1990 Carillon Importers, Ltd., Teaneck, NJ.
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Sipe Or THE Beb.

_IE secret to greeting

the moming is in knowing how
to let the moming greet you. -

Slowly. Quietly.

One ray of light at a time,
inching across the floor. In a room
like this, “rise and shine” becomes
more than a figure of speech.

At Andersen, we make
windows that have been waking up
rooms this way for over 85 years.
We can do the same for you
in your home.

Just see your Andersen®
window dedler listed in the Yellow
Pages, send in the coupon, or call
1-:800-426-4261. Then greet
the moming from any side
of the bed you choose.

Come home to quality.

Come home to

Andersen®

Send me free literature on Andersen® windows and
patio doors with High-Performance insulating glass.
I plan to O bwild O remodel O replace.

Name

Address

003-1294
Zip Phone

Send to Andersen Windows, Inc.
PO. Box 3900, Peoria, IL 61614




CAUSE

READING

SHOULD NOT
BE AN @ TEST

Large-print editions of
today’s bestsellers—
to bring back the
pleasure of reading

~ UHOH
by Robert Fulghum
by Katharine Hepburn
~ SAINT MAYBE
by Anne Tyler
- DAZZLE
by Judith Krantz
REMEMBER
by Barbara Taylor Bradford

RANDOM HOUSE
LARGE PRINT

R4

For you, for a friend.

At bookstores everywhere.
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How do you
symbolize a feeling?

Introducing the new mark of gold.

Gold has the power to touch your deepest emotions.
Nothing but gold is as special as you are. Now there is
a mark that symbolizes that golden feeling.

Introducing the Goldmark: the new herald

of the beauty, the aura, the enduring
worth of gold.

Nothing makes you feel as good as gold.
Let the glory of gold make its mark on you. ..



When the feeling is golden, only gold
Jjewelry can capture it this beautifully.
Because only gold is as special as the
woman who wears it. Nothing else feels
as true, as lasting... as jewelry crafted
in gold.

A. Polished knot earrings. Orig. $300,
SALE $150 B. 17" necklace.

Orig. $2400, SALE $1200

C. Matching 7" bracelet.

Orig. $1000, SALE $500 D. Hoop
earrings. Orig. $740, SALE $370
E. Drop earrings. Orig. $300,
SALE $150 E Textured loveknot
earrings. Orig. $350, SALE $175
G-K. Bangle bracelets. Orig. $600
Each, Your Choice SALE $300

Jewelry on this page is 14K gold.

GoLD

*
e Available r T ]QCVS
Nothing Makes You Feel at

As Good As Gold.



Nothing makes the season brighter
than gold. So light up the bolidays, and
light up ber eyes. Share the feeling that
only gold jewelry can give.

L. 18" necklace. Reg. $1560,
SALE $1155 M. 16" necklace.
Reg. $700, SALE $532 N. Cougar
hoops. Reg. $2350, SALE $1645 e

P, Polished hoops. Reg. $200, U
SALE $140 R. Twvist pin. Reg. $420,
SALE $294 S. Loveknot earrings.
Reg. $220, SALE $154 '
T-W. 7" bracelets. Reg. $425 Each, 14
Your Choice SALE $298

Jewelry on this page is 18K gold.

*
Avm‘lablel ' IOC S
at

Nothing Makes You Feel
As Good As Gold.



NANGY CORZINE

Furniture and Textiles

© Nancy Corzine

Nancy Corzine

8747 Melrose Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90069
213-652-4859

New York San Francisco San Diego Dallas Houston

Seattle Washington D.C. Philadelphia Dania Atlanta
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A monthly guide to the tolHree numbers of
prestigious advertisers in the building and
remodeling, furniture, home furnishings, and
tabletop markets. Call for further information
about products and services, to order
brochures, or for information on store locations.

]
BUILDING AND REMODELING

Andersen Corporation 800-426-4261
DuPont Corian 800-4-CORIAN
Euroflair 800-272-7992
G.E. Appliances 800-626-2000
Kohler Color Coordinates 800-772-1814 DEPT HG
Kohler Company 800-4-KOHLER
Planum, Inc. 800-343-0042
Marvin Windows 800-346-5128
PPG Industries, Inc. 800-2-GET-PPG
Smallbone, Inc. 800-765-5266

u
FURNITURE

Century Furniture Company 800-852-5552
Donghia Furniture/Textiles 800-DONGHIA
Drexel Heritage Fumnishings Inc. 800-447-4700
Expressions Custom Furniture 800-544-4519
Hekman 800-253-9249
Henredon Furniture Industries 800-444-3682
La Barge 800-253-3870
Roche-Bobois 800-225-2050
Speer Collectibles 800-241-7515
Taos Furniture 800-443-3448
Wildwood Lamps & Accents 800-733-1396

HOME FURNISHINGS
Armstrong World Industries, Inc. 800-233-3823
Charles Barone 800-8-BARONE
Cynthia Gibson, Inc. 800-272-2766
Duette by Hunter Douglas 800-32-STYLE
Karastan Bigelow 800-234-1120
Laura Ashley Home Collection 800-223-6917
Lees Carpets 800-LEES4-YOU
Monsanto Wear-Dated Carpet 800-322-NEAR
Revman 800-237-0658
Wamsutta/Pacific 800-344-2142
Waverly 800-423-5881 DEPT K
Winstead Carpet Collection 800-252-5820

TABLETOP

Durand International 800-334-5014
Lenox China & Crystal 800-635-3669
Noritake Company, Inc. 800-562-1991

ADVERTISEMENT
28

DEWEY NICKS

MARK STERN

butors Notes

Sandra Bernhard, author of
Confessions of a Pretty Lady,
star of the one-woman
stage show and film Without
You I'm Nothing, and most
wanted guest on the talk
show circuit, opens her Los
Angeles bungalow to HG
and tells it like it is chez
Sandra: “This is not a Hol-
lywood house—I don’t give
parties for two hundred of
my closest friends.” Bern-
hard is currently touring in
her new one-woman show,
Guving 'til It Hurts, and is at
work on an HBO special,
Sandra after Dark.

Isabel Colegate, this month’s writer in
residence, chronicles the oddball history
of the trefoil-shaped English castle she
calls home. Colegate, whose 1981 novel
The Shooting Party was adapted for the
screen, finds inspiration—and escape
from the telephone—in her Gothic
greenhouse where she puzzles out liter-
ary problems in the company of her terri-
er, Roland. Colegate’s twelfth novel, The
Summer of the Royal Visit, which has just
been published in England, will be issued
in the U.S. next month by Knopf.

Marcos Gago, HG’s as-
sociate art director, de-
cided to try his hand at
graphic design when,
as an art student, he
found himself incor-
porating letters and
phrases into his can-
vases. Still a painter by
night, Gago spends his
days creating compel-
ling layouts and in-
dulging his passion for
type by “poring over
more than a dozen
magazines in a sitting.”
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Contributors Notes

THE WOODLEE COLLECTION

CFINED DN

DANWINTERS

Monica Stevenson discovered
her calling when she photo-
graphed basketball phenome-
non Michael Jordan in action
for the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill year-
book. She has since focused on
still lifes, and her results can
be seen frequently in “Notes.”
v Says Stevenson, “I want to
. ; keep everything I shoot—it’s
Through fine designer showrooms. - (?ccupaZionaig hazard.” Her
202 Prospect Street / Lexington, NC 27292 / 704 243-7269 WARRIC first book project, Wedded
Bliss, a celebration of Victori-
an wedding ephemera, is out
next spring from Abbeville.

Introc[ucmg
Porcelain
Treasures

r designers. © 1991

MARION ETTLINGER

David Leavitt, a recent writer
in residence at the Institute of
Catalan Letters in Barcelona,
is at work on his third novel,
which is set during the Span-
ish Civil War. For HG he re-
calls his visits to Madrid’s
Palace Hotel, a place so evoca-
tive of past glamour that every
time he enters the lobby he is
convinced he has caught a
glimpse of Garbo.

Colors of hand painted lamps may vary from printed reproduction.
tyle No. 5342 Ht. 28" Ava

Frederick Cooper Inc., 2545 W. Diversey Ae., Chicago, IL 60647

30 HG DECEMBER 1991




arid other select stores.







RICHARD FELBER

NOLES

HG REPORTS ON THE NEW AND THE NOTEWORTHY By Eric Berthold

Painter Bob Christian (above) confides that “the craziest of my creations have often been

the quickest to sell.” In their Savannah studio he and his artist wife, Julia, decorate items large and
small for their shop. They also take on many private commissions, and Bob, a master of faux finishes,
pays house calls to work his magic on walls and floors. His latest armoire (lef) is a “mixture of Adam and
[talian influences,” he says. “I wanted the inside to be as special as the outside so you could leave the
doors open.” (Bob Christian Decorative Art, 12A West Harris St., Savannah, GA 31401; 912-234-6866)
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Some say it was the 1939 §S-100. Others
are partial to the 1954 XK-120. And, of
course, a most compelling argument
could be made for the celebrated 1963
E-type. But the time has come to put all
such arguments aside.

Presenting the 1992 X]JS, the best
sporting Jaguar ever built.

To attain that lofty status, Jaguar
engineers incorporated no fewer than
1,200 refinements into the new X]JS.

They range from a new fuel manage-
ment system, that enhances its legendary
12-cylinder performance, to a redesigned
interior with power memory seats.

And its exterior has been restyled from
its European headlamps to its neutral
density taillights.

Innovation extends even to the man-
ufacturing process, the most advanced
ever instituted by Jaguar.

All of which means we can now offer
the best warranty in Jaguar history—
four years or 50,000 miles— providing a
sense of security that’s further enhanced
by a standard driver’s side airbag.

Of course, there may be those who’d
still debate the issue. But at Jaguar, we
think the new X]JS settles the argument.

For your nearest dealer—who can pro-
vide more information on Jaguar’s limited

warranty —call 1-800-4-JAGUAR.

J] AG UA R



All
’ Aglow

Antique
' Indian lamp .

from Legendary ‘

Collections,

New Venturi The Seattle Art

Museum opens its new home (right),
designed by Robert Venturi, on Dec. 5.
For information (206) 625-8900.

Bridgehampton
(516) 537-2211.

Snug in
Their Beds
For the first
time since
1939 Beacon

reprodi;cés its
¢hém blanket,
complete with
thirties-style
packaging. For
stores (704)
686-5445.

Dressing Up
Tom Thomas
wraps his teapot
topiary (above),
$175, in pearls.
Call (212)
627-9046.

Lollapaloosa Copy of Winterthur’s Duncan Phyfe’s
lolling chair (left), with Schumacher fabric, from
Kindel Furniture. For stores (616) 243-3676.

Ever Green
The New York
Botanical Garden:
An Ilustrated
Chronicle of Plants
and People (Walker
Publishing, $39.95).

Select Stacks Archivia (below) offers new

and out-of-print books on decorative

arts, gardening, and architecture. At 944

Madison Ave., NYC (212) 439-9194.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: MONICA STEVENSON; SUSAN DIRK/SEATTLE ART MUSEUM; ROGER
HILL PHOTOGRAPHY, GRAND RAPIDS; NC; ANDREW BORDWIN; MONICA STEVENSON; JOYCE HATA






©Sherle Wagner, Inc.

To see the entire collection, please send ten dollars to Sherle Wagner, 60 East 57th Street, New York, NY 10022.







Time Travels
Vintage ball
clocks and
pocket watch
cases (right)
help time
stand still.
Sentimento,
NYC (212)
245-3111

by appt.

Benefit
Thierry Rosier
replicates antique
passementerie
(above) to the
trade at Tassels
& Trims, NYC
(212) 754-6000
by appt.

Unfolding Landscape
Rayl & Rayl’s custom San
Simeon screen (above) evokes
the view from the Hearst
estate. Call (714) 458-1606.

Well Seasoned
Mario Buatta’s new
potpourri by
Aromatique fills the

Holiday Forest Basket

(right). For stores
(800) 262-7511.

Just a Pinch

A gold-plated salt
cellar (below) from
A? House adds a

glimmer to holiday

tables. For stores
(212) 633-2890).

Burning Curves
Blackened iron
candleholder (left)
is handmade in
Ohio by Fiocca
Design. For stores
(216) 253-8822. ‘

Cordon Bleu
Handblown Plume
stemware in
cobalt (above) from
Smyers Glass.
For stores (707)
745-2614.

Draftsman’s Contract Architect

David Mayernik teamed up
with Philadelphia furniture
maker Thomas Heller to
create a unique drafting table
(below). Call (215) 925-3655.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: MONICA STEVENSON (3);
SARAH DRAKE; MONICA STEVENSON; AXEL DOHLER, NC (2)
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Since 1621, the Corsini family
has maintained a glorious private
garden, top, in Florence. Above:
Roman statues lead to a loggia
at the back of the palazzo. Top
right: Donna Giorgiana Corsini
in front of an orange tree.

The Lessons of
Florence

At home in the
family palazzo, the
Corsini establish a
school for traditional
arts and crafts

BY CHARLES MACLEAN

Ithough it fronts half the

street, the Palazzo Corsini

sul Prato is surprisingly easy
to miss. Its elegantly plain facade
merges with other buildings; the un-
imposing entrance is upstaged by the
grander portal of a bank next door.
A glimpse of laurel through the pa-
lazzo gates, which Maurizio, the Cor-
sini doorman, has discreetly opened
and closed for forty years, only hints
at the sequestered world within.

The aristocracy of Florence has al-
ways taken trouble to guard its pri-
vacy. One of its oldest patrician
families, the Corsini have managed
to keep a garden the size of a stadium
hidden in the middle of the city for
three and a half centuries. In sum-
mer, when Florence almost suffo-
cates under locust swarms of tourists,
the palazzo, with its stately ilexes,
shaded walks, open orchard, and
cool dark lemon houses, remains a
haven of privilege and tranquillity.

The formal garden was laid out
for Filippo Corsiniin 1621 by the ar-
chitect Gherardo Silvani, who com-
pleted the house that Bernardo
Buontalenti had started several de-
cades earlier. Viewed from the bal-
cony above the loggia, the labyrinth
of paths, laurel hedges, lemon trees
in terra-cotta pots, and medulla-
shaped borders reveals itself as a de-
sign of complex symmetry. A no-
ble procession of Roman statues—
time-stained allegorical figures that
gradually reduce in size to create an
exaggerated effect of distance—
leads the eye down a central avenue
toward the garden gates, then lets it
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escape to the Tuscan hills beyond.

The property was used by genera-
tions of Corsini as a daytime retreat
where they could conduct business
and enjoy space and greenery within
the city walls. It became a center of
Florentine social and artistic life in
the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies, famous for parties, masques,
and musical evenings the Corsini
staged in the garden. The tradition
has been revived by the present prin-
cipe and principessa, Filippo and
Giorgiana Corsini, who not only en-
tertain alfresco whenever possible
but have converted a group of green-
houses into an art school, the flour-
ishing Accademia del Diletto.

“The house is not so important,”
Donna Giorgiana declares as we set-
tle in the shade of a magnolia tree, a

“People came here to learn craftsmanship,

to acquire skills in danger of being lost”

nineteenth-century interloper she
cannot bring herself to cut down. “It
was never intended to be lived in.
The garden, which reminded the
Corsiniof the green Tuscan country-
side, was everything—a beautiful
place where artists and poets were
celebrated, where people had fun. 1
hope the Accademia will bring that
aspect of the past back to life.”
Without having to leave the
grounds of the palazzo, Principe Fi-
lippo Corsini walks every morning to
his office at the other end of the or-
chard adjoining the garden and re-
turns at one o’clock—usually to
discover that Donna Giorgiana has
organized an impromptu lunch par-
ty. A reserved, gently elusive figure,
the principe has a patrician look and
bearing that embodies a thousand

A drawing class, above
left, and students’ work,
above right, at the art
school Donna Giorgiana
runs on the property.
Left: The red drawing
room was updated

in recent years with
some upholstered
furniture but otherwise
looks much as it did

in the 19th century.

years of Florentine history. Al-
though the Corsini live simply
enough, the older servants in the
house still call him Eccellenza; to the
managers of his various properties,
estates, olive groves, and vineyards
outside Florence, he is Don Filippo.

The Corsini were originally wool
merchants who made their fortune
from international trading and
banking. One of Florence’s richest,
most powerful families—at the
height of their influence it was said
they could travel from Florence to
Rome without leaving their proper-
ty—they kept a decorously low pro-
file. In a city where consumption was
never conspicuous, where upper-
class families shared the frugality of
peasants, avoiding ostentation was as
much a question of style as politics.
Although a Corsini always lived in
Rome to be near the center of power,
even when they could boast their
own pope, Clement XII, they re-
mained a staunchly Florentine fam-
ily, one of the few that has never split
into factious branches.

In preference to a grander official
residence on the Lungarno, which
Silvani had built for them in the
1690s, the Corsini decided early last
century to make Sul Prato, as they
call the palazzo, their home. A prag-
matic move—the Prato, formerly a
market area and now a street, had al-
ways been the hub of their business
empire—it was nonetheless influ-
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( his Christlnas, your tree can have roots

m the 18th cen o A delight of connoisseurs ever since 1774, Wedgwood”
Jasper Ware finds contemporary expression in its annual holiday ornaments — both in classic
blue and white; and this season, in our new hand-crafted collection, rich in sculpted detail. Each

Wedgwood

is a jovous celebration nor merely of the holidays, but of artistry itself.

Featured: “Holiday Bells " ornament in Wedgwood blue and white and* Dove” medallion. For gifreare brochure, send $1 to Wedgwood. Depr. (.41 Madison Neenue, New York, New York 10010. © Wedgwood 1991.




® CLASSICS

When Florence
almost suffocates
under swarms of

tourists, the palazzo
remains a haven of
tranquillity

enced by the draw of the garden and
the then-fashionable idea of return-
ing to a simpler life. In 1834 the
house was made habitable, trans-
formed from a Renaissance pavilion
into a rambling palazzo in the late
Italian Empire style.

A dark central stair (one of the
nineteenth-century additions) leads
up to the piano nobile where the
principal rooms open onto each oth-
er through an endless vista of gilded
double doors. Apart from the splen-
did red drawing room—which Don-
na Giorgiana has made less formal,
replacing penitentially hard gold
banquettes with comfortable arm-
chairs—almost nothing in the house
has been touched since the 1834
face-lift. The bedrooms, with their
high painted ceilings and tiled Flor-
entine stoves, have retained the
grandiose rather solemn charm of
their period. Brass speaking-tubes
still connect with servants’ quarters
and kitchens in the bowels of the pal-
ace; though rarely used, they are
kept polished and in working order.

“After about the age of twenty-
five,” says Donna Giorgiana, who
came to live at the palazzo with her
husband and their four children
twelve years ago (the principe re-
turning on his father’s death to the
house where he spent his childhood),
“you become less interested in want-
ing to change everything. If you are
like me, you even feel grateful that
the decorating was done long ago by
somebody else.” Pedaling through
the streets on her rickety bicycle, call-
ing out to favorite shopkeepers,
stopping to talk to friends, Donna
Giorgiana plays a peripatetic role in
Florence’s cultural life. As custodian

of the Corsini collection, which is
housed along with the family ar-
chives (another consuming interest)
in the Palazzo Corsini on the Lun-
garno, she keeps in touch with other
Florentine curators and is involved
in museum activities all over Europe.

While eschewing personal magnif-
icence, the Corsini have been re-
nowned patrons of the arts since the
seventeenth century. They commis-
sioned the then-unknown Neapoli-
tan Luca Giordano to paint the
Corsini chapel in Florence; they sent
architect Silvani to Rome to learn the
techniques of the baroque style, and,
under the papacy of Clement XII,
Rome gained, among other rich
adornments, the Palazzo della Consul-
ta and the Trevi Fountain. Donna
Giorgiana sees the Accademia del Di-
letto, now four years old, as a tiny but
positive link with a glorious tradition.

In a grove of persimmon trees the
school looks out from the old green-
houses on both the orchard and the
formal garden, where classes are of-
ten given in the open air. It’s hard to
imagine a lovelier or more appropri-
ate setting. Courses range from life
drawing and fresco painting to ce-
ramic restoration, landscape gar-
dening, and Tuscan cooking. Donna
Giorgiana attends classes herself and
would like to see the school expand
to include all the classical arts per-
taining to the house and garden.
“We try to stimulate artistic talent,
but basically people come here to
learn craftsmanship, to learn how to
do things as they have always been
done, to acquire skills that are in dan-
ger of being lost.”

As we walk to the house for lunch,
Donna Giorgiana pushing her bike
through a mélée of yapping dogs,
she explains that the palazzo garden
was laid out according to a hidden
symbology. “It has to do with a secret
pathleading from the darkness of ig-
norance to the light of wisdom,” she
reveals with a smile worthy of La Gio-
conda, “or something like that.” &

Forinformation on the Accademia del Di-
letto: Via della Scala 117, Florence
51023;55-282831

LE TEMPS

CHANEL

THE TIMELESS STYLE
OF CHANEL.
SIMPLICITY. PURITY OF LINE.
UNDENIABLE ELEGANCE
FOR A WOMAN OF ELEGANCE.
SWISS CRAFTSMANSHIP.
INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEE.

Par exemple:

SOLID 18K WHITE GOLD WATCH.
BRILLIANT BAGUETTE DIAMONDS
OF UNCOMMON CLARITY.
BLACK LACQUER
AND MOTHER-OF-PEARL FACE.
CROCODILE STRAP.

AT CHANEL BOUTIQUES,
SELECTED SPECIALTY STORES
AND FINE JEWELERS.

BETTERIDGE JEWELERS, Greenwich
NAN DUSKIN, Philadelphia
JULES R. SCHUBQT, Detroit

YAMRON JEWELERS, Naples

A. GOVBERG & SONS, Philadelphia
DAHNE & WEINSTEIN, Baltimore
HAMILTON JEWELERS, Princeton
HALTOM'S JEWELERS, Ft. Worth

MAYOR'S, Dadeland, Ft. Lauderdale, Miami
DORFMAN, Boston
I. MAGNIN, Beverly Hills, San Francisco

BLOOMINGDALE'S, New York,
Chicago, Boca Raton
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@ PEOPLE

atterson Sims and Katy Ho-

mans are unusual people, but

their domestic situation is a fa-
miliar one to the thirtysomething
generation. Sims is the associate di-
rector for artand exhibitions and cu-
rator of modern art at the Seattle Art
Museum, which opens its new home,
designed by Robert Venturi of Ven-
turi, Scott Brown & Associates, this
month. Homans is an award-win-
ning book designer whose credits in-
clude Peter Adam’s Eileen Gray:
Architect-Designer, Philip Trager’s
Villas of Palladio, and David Byrne’s
True Stories. They metin New York at

the Whitney Muse-
um of American
Art, where Sims was
a curator and Ho-
mans was working
on a book project.
When they moved,
newly wed, to Seat-
tle four years ago,
they faced the task
that daunts many
modern couples:

how do two peo-
ple, each with a
fully formed ca-
reer, a distinct
aesthetic outlook,
as well as a house-
hold full of val-
ued possessions,
merge their lives under a single roof?

[t wasn’t easy. Recalls Sims, “We
both felt we had good taste.” Ulti-
mately, he says, he deferred to Ho-
mans, and “Katy jettisoned forty-five
cartons of stuff.”” She had little
choice; they were abandoning spa-
cious his-and-her New York lofts
for a 2,200-square-
foot house renovated
by Seattle architect
Larry Rouch.

The modernist
design of the house
provides a suitably
subdued foil for the
couple’s combined
collections of Ameri-
can furniture, art,
and books, as well

Seattle Diptych

A curator’s and a book designer’s

i

Sims and Homans

as the clusters
of objects that
punctuate the
otherwise no-vi-
sual-nonsense
look of the place.
The open-plan
first floor allows
to do the sort of

casual entertaining they like best. In

the living-dining area American

painted chairs
from Homans’s
grandmother sit
under a Neil Jen-
ney painting, ac-
quired—Ilike
works by Joel
Shapiro, Eliza-
beth Murray, and

Jennifer Bart-

lett—by Sims in
the 1970s when
he worked at
O.K. Harris. It’s
only a short hop
from there to the
kitchen, which is

collections live together side by side

BY PILAR VILADAS

Patterson Sims,
below, combined
their crockery, left.
Top: Paintings by
Neil Jenney and
Elizabeth Murray with
a Betty Woodman
vase. Above: Books
of Homans's design.

MARK DARLEY




Who would have thought driver fatigue could
be reduced by something as seemingly insignificant

as the direction of a 3/16 inch stitch?
The seams in the driver’s seat are stitched
in a vertical direction, because the muscles
(Q45 inyour neck, back and legs run
that way. This makes the Infiniti Q45"a more
comfortable car. And driving less fatiguing.
We've also hidden the seams on the
gearshift selector and steering wheel.
Because it’s nicer to the human touch.

And thinking like this isn’t just con-

fined to the interior. The entire car is
derived not from other automakers, but from the imagination. You can feel it everywhere.
You'll feel it in the power of the 32-valve,278 horsepower,V8 engine. In the control

of the Q45 with Full-Active Suspension} an engineering first which so impressed the

editors of Road & Track magazine, they voted
it one of the ten best cars in the world.
Admittedly, you may not notice the luxury of something as small as a stitch right away.

But what’s important to Infiniti is that, somewhere down the road, you will.

To arrange a guest drive, call 1-800-826-6500. ® I N F I N l T I ®

1991 Infiniti Division of Nissan Motor Corp. in U.S.A



® PEOPLE

screened by a counter that holds a
cheerfully motley assortment of folk
art and design objects which Sims
calls “a shrine to the tchotchke.”

The kitchen shelves are crammed
with pottery, ranging from Stafford-
shire to Fiesta ware to Russel Wright,
as well as Homans’s Royal Wedding
souvenir cups and a copy of a mug
from Eric Ravilious’s Alphabet se-
ries. Sims is no slouch himself in the
crockery department. “Whenever 1
telt lonely,” he says of his bachelor
days in New York, “I would buy a
plate. I must have been very lonely.”

The second-floor library and sit-
ting room is a showcase for Sims’s

Shaker rocking chairs and for the cou-
ple’s photograph collection, which
runs the gamut from Julia Margaret
Cameron to Duane Michals. (Homans
has designed books for photogra-
phers such as André Kertész and Lee
Friedlander.) And, of course, there
are books everywhere—tools of the
trade for Sims and a passion of Ho-
mans’s since she pored over rare vol-
umes in Harvard’s Houghton Library
before moving on to a graphic design
degree at Yale.

New projects continue to make de-
mands on the couple’s time. Sims has
been overseeing the installation of
the museum’s holdings of modern

artin its new building. Homans is at
work on a Mark Tansey book, as well
as two other books with Lee Fried-
lander. But their house will never be
crossed off the to-do list. Says Ho-
mans, “For Patterson, the house is a
continuous work of art. He’s always
changing things.”

Thanks to Seattle’s civilized pace,
Sims and Homans now have the time
to putter in their garden, designed
by horticulturist Jean Albrecht, and
to keep in touch with friends around
town—things they couldn’t do in
New York. “We didn’t sit there be-
fore and think how lucky we were,”
Homans explains. “Now we do.” &

and other fine stores
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Bubbling Over

. Effervescent objects bring a buoyant spirit to

the year’s end BY HEATHER SMITH MACISAAC

‘Bathed in bubbles. First row from
left: Marcello Furlan’s Murano
glass vases. Wallpaper, c. 1930,
from Secondhand Rose, NYC;
glass candlestick by Mathias for
D.O.T. Murano glass napkin rings
and linen napkins from Barneys
New York. Second row: Algerine
Correia’s glass bowl. Wood
picture frame dotted with marbles
by Wil Shepherd for Elements
International and Ettore Sottsass’s
silver-plate frame for Swid Powell.
Mossi vase from Lalique. Top
right: Glass paperweights from
Mottura. Below right: Angela

Cummings’s Seafoam earri

DESIGNERS ARE CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAYS WITH A BI'T
of the bubbly served up in objects that won't go flat once
the festivities are over. Not since the thirties, when
Glinda the good witch steered her sphere to Munchkin-
land and movie stars languished in foamy baths, have so
many bubbles been surfacing as a decorative element. A
candlestick by Parisian designer Mathias has tiny knobs
of glass that give the subtle effect of bubbles drifting up a
champagne flute. More bubbles spin around a bowl de-
signed by Algerine Correia. And Angela Cummings, in
her first collection of jewelry for Steuben, introduces the
ultimate bubble—or bauble—nearly effervescent gold

and crystal earrings called Seafoam. Favored as a
geometric shape in the art deco era, the bubble is
also natural, clean, and simple, making it a mo-
tif that's perfectly in tune with our time.

BOTTOM RIGHT: COURTESY STEUBEN. OTHERS: GEORGE ROSS



Fa, la, la, la, la, coocooh la la.

Diamonds. Who needs mistletoe? The Diamonds of Distifiction Award honors the best in American Design.
Check this page each month for the new winners. Or cheat and send for a free booklet showing the entire year's winning
: = : i = e, o - e 4 °
pieces. priced from $5.000-515.000. In the U.S. and Canada, call 800 926-2700. ext. 1291. A diamond is forever.

December Winners ¢ Diamonds of Distinction




Flowers

Three designers

supply the fresh
as for parties
coast to coast

By EVE M. KAHN

loral designers can be sculptors, not just petal-

pushers; they can bring parties into bloom na-

tionwide and still plant their own backyards. These
three floraphiles experiment constantly in pursuit of
the best blossoms and the most natural arrangements.

For Don Vanderbrook the thrill of flowers comes
from good breeding—tinding hybrids thatlook an<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>