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HOUSE AND GARDEN PAPERS ON HOME MAKING

CHOOSING A SITE FOR THE HOME

By Tue Ebitor.

THE first step in the direction of making

a home is usually the choice of a site.
Usually because, unless we propose to buy
a home ready made and attempt the always
ungrateful task of adapting ourselves to it as
we find it fashioned by other hands and for
other purposes than our own, the place for
the house must be decided upon before we
can definitely consider the house itself. This
is the basic principle in home building. The
house and its site are one and inseparable,
and the former cannot be judged or discussed
in any terms of common sense apart from
the latter. Were we disposed, from lack
of previous consideration, to question this
law, let us imagine the middle house of a
city block transported to a country hilltop,
or a residence of the suburban type placed
endwise toward the sea, or a small country
cottage set down upon a city lot fifty feet
square, and the grosser incongruities will be
instantly apparent. But there is a finer and
more intimate relation between house and
ground than this, in which each peculiarity
and characteristic of the site is taken advan-
tage of in the arrangement of the plan and
the treatment of the exterior, and the whole
becomes so welded together as to be incon-
ceivable apart. This principle will be fully
illustrated in later papers by photographs
from actual practice.

To avoid confusion, it will be well first
to agree upon a definite meaning for some
- half dozen words which must constantly recur.
A moment’s consideration leads to the con-
clusion that houses, with respect to their site,
fall of necessity into definitely separated
classes. The wusual designation of such
classes is city, suburban, rural. But in deal-
ing with the subject in that quasi-scientific
spirit of inquiry which is required for our
purpose, we must be a little more exact, and
will therefore assume the following classifi-
cation:

1. The Urban Housc. The type which

is most characteristic of city conditions, i. e.

24

Google

between two party walls, with free light and
air only at front and rear, or at the narrower
ends of the rectangle which may be supposed
to represent the lot. This is the most sophis-
ticated and least hygienic of all types of the
home, and requires most careful study to
minimize these adverse conditions, as will be
later pointed out in detail. When we speak
of city houses we will use the term in its usual
sense, indicative of any house built within
city limits, and as we shall presently see,
many different types may be, and are, so
built.

2. The Semi-detached House. Known in
Philadelphia as the twin house. This is an
intermediate type between the urban and
the suburban. It has one party wall in
common with its next door neighbor on one
side, but is detached on the opposite side,
having free light and air on front, rear and
one of the longer sides. It is adapted to,

" and originated in the commercial develop-

ment of city property units which are too
large, economically, for one wholly detached
house, and too small, physically, for two.
When such units are generously divided,
with ample room between the pairs of houses,
this type is an excellent and economical one,
if well planned; but it often appears, in the
hands of speculative dealers, as a thoroughly
decadent variant of the normal type, having
but five or six feet between the windows of
adjoining pairs. Under such conditions life
becomes well-nigh intolerable, with the
domestic economy of one’s adjoining neigh-
bor freely displayed by sight and sound to
our reluctant senses, as is ours to his. This
condition is capable of some mitigation by
a careful study of the window spacing in
the opposite walls, but hundreds of such
houses display crass unconsciousness of
the most elementary conditions of civilized
existence; having the windows placed pre-
cisely opposite each other and often not more
than five or six feet apart. Such houses are
designed and built by men whose previous



House and Garden Papers on Home Making

habits of life wholly unfit them for the com-
prehension of such matters, and to whom
such criticism as this would appear absurd.

3. The Suburban House. This term is
used in a restricted sense to indicate the
type developed in the outlying portions of a
city, away from the more congested centres,
where the price of land is not prohibitive of
detached houses of moderate cost. Under
such conditions the lot will assume the shape
of the urban lot, decidedly longer than wide,
with the narrower frontage on the street,
but with free light and air on all four sides.
To properly develop such houses they must,
as in the case of the semi-detached type, not
be built so close together as to prove a mutual
annoyance. It is usually best that the
house be placed well to one side of the lot
and a maximum southern exposure is to be
tried for and, after that, an eastern. One
of the narrower sides toward the north is
well, but western exposures, especially of
the longer sides of the house, should be
avoided. This question of exposure, or
aspect as it is technically termed, will be fully
considered later.

4. The Seaside House. This type de-
velops under conditions of site peculiar to
water-front properties; notably at the sea-
shore, but found wherever similar conditions
prevail either along the banks of rivers and
lakes or, in some special cases, in purely
rural districts detached from bodies of water.
Its characteristics are an outlook chiefly in
one direction, with the point of approach
either of necessity or expediency on the
opposite side of the house. The desirability
of keeping the principal outlook unob-
structed, as regards the more important
rooms, leads to a peculiar type of plan in
which the principal entrance and the service
rooms are grouped together on the same
side of the house, the plan as a whole tending
to develop as an oblong rectangle with the
longer side toward the sea and the front door
in the back of the house, if one may be par-
doned such an apparently absurd expres-
sion.

5. The Country House. This is the most
elementary and unsophisticated of the several
types and consequently the most wholesome.
It implies not only full light and air on all
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sides, but an outlook equally apportioned
between at least three of the sides (though, in
restricted cases, to two) with corresponding
freedom in the development of the plan. It
is restricted chiefly by considerations of
position with respect to the points of the
compass. These favorable conditions obtain
as a rule, and for obvious reasons, in the
rural districts, where land is relatively easy
to obtain, and in larger tracts. Hence the
name of the type.

The next physical condition to be consid-
ered, as applicable in general terms to all
sites, is the question of exposure. This re-
solves itself into the two factors, aspect and
prospect, previously referred to.

Aspect has to do with exposure to the points
of compass and hence to generally fixed
meteorological conditions, such as sunshine,
the coldest winds of winter, or the prevailing
breezes of summer. Prospect, on the other
hand, concerns itself with the outlook from
the site, the best views, or those least desir-
able. Aspect and prospect often, therefore,
present conflicting claims, and such cases
require most careful consideration; but from
our present general standpoint they may be
discussed separately, and aspect first.

In so vast a country as ours, with such
varying climates, rules devised for one local-
ity must needs be considerably modified
when applied to others; but speaking broadly,
and for the northern and central Atlantic
seaboard and adjoining states, it may be said
that from the north and northwest come the
coldest winter winds with the minimum of
sunshine, though in midsummer from the
northwest come, too, the level hot rays of the
late afternoon sun. The western aspect, on
the whole, is the least desirable. Hot in
summer, cold in winter, rooms having that
outlook are the most uncomfortable in the
house, and the plan should usually relegate to
that quarter, if possible, all or most of the
secondary rooms. From the northeast come
the early rays of the summer sun, rendering
bedrooms facing in that direction insupport-
able to some people whose morning sleep is
made impossible under such conditions.
From this quarter, too, come most of the all-
day driving rain storms and, on the North
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Atlantic coast the chill, fog-bearing, marrow-
piercing winds which breed New England
pessimism.

Generally speaking, however, an eastern
or southeastern aspect is next preferable to
a northern, as the morning sun of the winter
months, if visible at all, is a welcome visitor
in every room exposed to its rays; and since
the morning summer sun shines from such
a high angle as it swings to the eastern and
southeastern quarter of the sky, windows
looking in that direction are easily shaded,
if desired.
v~ It is universally conceded nowadays that
a house is, other things being equal, the more
hygienic, the more it is exposed to the sun-
shine. It is for this reason, and for the
further one that from that quarter come the
prevailing breezes of the summer months,
that the southern aspect is the one most
eagerly to be sought and secured for the
home. Even if the house is to be occupied
the year round, the high angle of the summer
sun during the midday hours renders it not
unwelcome, for it is only as it declines west-
ward that its lowering rays combine with
the pulsating heat of the mid-afternoon to
form an almost intolerable burden upon
cloudless and breezeless days. It is at such
an hour that rooms having only a western
aspect are insufferable, just as they are chill
and cheerless at the same hour in winter.
Such are the larger elements of aspect.

Prospect, concerning itself only with the
outlook or view, presents wholly different
problems whose demands are often totally
opposed to the claims of aspect. The prin-
cipal or, sometimes, the only view is toward
the north or west, and the skill of the expert
designer is often taxed to the uttermost to
save the situation by producing a plan whose
skilful adjustment and relation of parts meets
all requirements adequately. Then again,
and this especially in the country, the house
cannot justly be considered as an isolated
self-centred subject, but must be treated, or
at least dealt with on broad lines, as a detail
of alarger picture. Whether it shall be placed
upon a hilltop, or upon a spur of a lower
range, or in the valley, involves general con-
siderations which can be best understood by
reference to specific instances; but as these
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involve photographic illustration, they must
be deferred. The materials for the exterior of
the house must also be largely determined
by the site, and the coloring of the neighbor-
hood if rural, or the general treatment in the
vicinity if urban.

Generally speaking then, both the intimate
arrangement of the plan, and the exterior
design of the home are, to use a mathematical
phrase, functions of the site, and are abso-
lutely indeterminable apart from it.

Real estate offered for residential purposes
is subject to an element of value which affects
in a much slighter degree other unimproved
properties. A business man, seeking a loca-
tion for a new factory or warehouse, considers
only transportation facilities and power, and
builds where he can best get his raw material
in and his products out at the least possible
cost to himself. For his purposes, one site
is as good as another if these primary elements
of value are equal. It is only the merchant
who is a retailer, and whose purchasers are
of the more well-to-do classes whom senti-
ment affects. Here, it is of so great impor-
tance as to amount to a factor in the capital
of the establishment. Of three or four large
department stores there would seem no
apparent reason why one should be pre-
eminently more successful than the others,
aside from the question of personal skill in
management, which though important, is
not sufficiently marked to account for the
obvious differences in success. The real
reason will be seen to lie in the fact that pre-
eminent success is the good fortune of the
one while denied to the others purely as a
question of location. To the one, the best
class of customers will core because it lies in
the shopping district which sentiment has
marked for its own, while they will not go to
the others, though but a block to one side of
the main thoroughfare of the retail district,
because sentiment forbids divergence from
the customary route of travel.

In the better residential districts senti-
ment is the absolutely controlling factor of
value. Its influence appears in most concen-
trated form in the city. Here there is always
some one quarter which sentiment has
assigned to fashion, and the acquisition of a
building lot here is merely a question of
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Proposed Improvements for the City of New York

ton Park, on the North River, to Pelham
Bay Park near the Sound. A parkway con-
nection is also proposed along Dyckman
Street, connecting Lafayette Boulevard and
the Speedway and the parks on the Harlem
River frontage.

A bridge, known as the Hudson Memorial
Bridge, is projected across the Harlem River
to connect the northern part of the island,
where the Harlem River joins the Hudson,
with the mainland. (See House AND GARDEN,
February, 1905, page 87.) The approaches
to such bridge on both sides would be reserved
as a park.

It has been apparent for some time that
Fifth Avenue is no longer wide enough to
accommodate the large increase in travel
due to the growth of the city. The stoop
line on that avenue, north of Twenty-third
Street, can be abolished and the sidewalks
extended to the building line, and seven feet
and a half be taken from the present side-
walks on each side and thrown into the road-
way, thereby adding some fifteen feet to the
space available for vehicle traffic and largely
relieving the congestion of that thoroughfare.

An opinion has been given by the Corpo-
ration Counsel to the effect that the Board of
Aldermen have the right to rescind any
rights to vaults under the sidewalks, so that
there would seem to be no substantial legal
impediment to adopting this plan, and the
rapid changes now taking place in this part of
that thoroughfare tend largely to do away with
the necessity of the area heretofore used for
stoops. The Commission strongly recom-
mends that this work should be undertaken
as far north as Forty-seventh Street at once
and that, as a further relief to the congestion,
trucks should not be allowed to use this
avenue during certain hours of the day.

Various suggestions have been advanced
for the amelioration of the conditions at the
Fifth Avenue and Forty-second Street cross-
ing; the plan proposed by Messrs. Carrére &
Hastings, architects of the Public Library,
providing that one-half of Forty-second Street
shall pass under Fifth Avenue and the
through traffic confined to that half, leaving
the other half for the traffic to and from
Forty-second Street and Fifth Avenue itself,
seems to the Commission the best so far sug-
gested. This plan contemplates throwing

Google

part of the sidewalks of Forty-second Street
near Fifth Avenue into the roadway,so as
to make a circle at that point, and the Com-
mission’s engineers are of opinion this can be
done without excessive curtailment of these
sidewalks. This plan, too, would not in any
way interfere with the rapid transit tunnel,
which is at some considerable depth below
the surface at this point.

On Fifth Avenue from Fifty-ninth Street
to One Hundred and Tenth Street, the wall
of Central Park could be removed; trees
being planted on the easterly side of that part
of Fifth Avenue and that avenue thus prac-
tically added to Central Park, thereby fur-
nishing an additional driveway in the park
and reducing much of the congestion which
now exists. North of One Hundred and
Tenth Street to the Harlem River trees can
be planted on each side of Fifth Avenue, and
this roadway treated as a driveway north,
connecting Central Park by bridge across
the Harlem with the Grand Boulevard and
Concourse in the Borough of the Bronx,
thereby forming a direct connection between
Central Park and the new parks situated in
that Borough. Later on, if found advisable,
a strip can be taken on the westerly side of
Fifth Avenue from One Hundred and Tenth
Street to Harlem River for the purpose of
widening that avenue and making it a park-
way.

The subject of a proper approach to
Blackwell’s Island Bridge has been considered
by the Commission. An interior street could
be constructed from Fifth Avenue to the
entrance of the bridge, fifty feet wide, and
running about midway between Fifty-ninth
and Sixtieth Streets. The cost of such a street
would probably be less than widening Fifty-
ninth Street, and it could be made a much
handsomer and more practically-beneficial
improvement.  Surface electric cars could
be run in a tunnel commencing on Fifty-
ninth Street at the westerly side of Fifth
Avenue, passing under the entrance to Central
Park and under this interior street, finally
emerging at the entrance to the Blackwell’s
Island Bridge. This would effect the
removal of the crossing of the surface cars
from the entrance of Central Park at Fifth
Avenue as well as take such cars off of
Fifty-ninth Street east of Fifth Avenue, thus
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Park. Another sketch shows a proposed
terminal for the Blackwell’s Island Bridge.
The loops have been provided under ground,
thus preventing congestion at the entrance to
the bridge at Second Avenue, securing a park
between Second and Third Avenues and
Fifty-ninth and Sixtieth Streets and making a
transfer or direct system of connection with
future subway systems possible. While the
plan has not been entirely perfected, it shows
the possibilities of the situation.

The following changes are also under
consideration:

The continuation of Seventh Avenue south
from its present southern terminus, passing
through the intersections of the various
intervening streets and by Jones Park to the
north end of Varick Street. The widening
of Varick Street from that point to its inter-
section with West Broadway, thus giving a
through connection from Seventh Avenue
as far south as Leonard Street.

The extension of Sixth Avenue south to
West Houston Street and thence diagonally
to the intersection of Church Street and
Canal Street, thus forming a through con-
nection with Church Street as far south as
the Battery. Extend Irving Place south to
meet Fourth Avenue, from whence it would
give a connection through Elm Street south.
Extend Mercer Street north to connect with
Union Square at the intersection of Fourteenth
Street and Broadway, thus giving another
through communication from Fourth Avenue
south on the west side of Broadway as far as
Canal Street. These improvements with an
elevated street on the North River water
front would add very largely to the through
traffic faciliies of the down-town districts
of Manhattan.

The opening of an avenue from the terminus
of Brooklyn Bridge to a point of intersection
with the proposed extension of Flatbush
Avenue near Concord Street. Make a circle
at this intersection as shown in the illus-
tration submitted herewith. A Plaza in com-
mon for the Brooklyn and Manhattan Bridges
in Brooklyn, as shown, would form a great
natural gateway to the borough and would
greatly relieve the congestion of traffic.

The widening of Washington Street from
the Borough Hall Square to the entrance of
the Brooklyn Bridge, laying out a park or

Google

Proposed Improvements for the City of New York

open square on each side of Washington
Street extending in width from Fulton to
Adams Streets and running from the present
terminus of the Brooklyn Bridge to the Post
Office.

The construction of a street which will
enable residents of South Brooklyn to reach
the Manhattan Bridge.

An extension of Bedford Avenue from
Wallabout Street to the plaza of the Williams-
burg Bridge.

A widening of Grand Street from that
plaza to Metropolitan Avenue.

The widening of a street from Fort Hamil-
ton Avenue to Seventh Avenue directly north
of the Government reservation.

An opening of Sixty-fifth Street from
Fort Hamilton Avenue to Fourth Avenue for
an adequate approach to the Shore Road.

The early acquirement by the city of the
marsh lands surrounding Jamaica Bay, start-
ing east of Sheepshead Bay and extending
to Far Rockaway. This land could be bulk-
headed by the city and used as a dump for
ashes and dirt, and would form in the end
the greatest of parks.

The construction of a driveway from
Ridgewood Park to Forrest Park.

The laying out and early construction of a
boulevard to connect Brooklyn and Queens,
beginning at the former terminus of the
Eastern Parkway running to the south and
east, possibly over the Brooklyn aqueduct
until it reaches the Merrick Road.

The construction of a road or causeway
from the boulevard to Rockaway Beach.

The opening of a wide street from Hillside
Avenue to the Causeway.

The immediate selection of playgrounds
in the 16th Ward of Brooklyn.

The foregoing are, as before stated, among
the more important matters the Commission
has had under consideration. Many other
plans and suggestions as substitutes for or
additions to the foregoing have been brought
before the Commission and are still pending
before it. The Commission is not prepared
at this time to make definite recommendations
as to all such matters. If it is deemed advis-
able to extend the time for making a full
report, the Commission will endeavor, and
doubtless be able, to report fully within such
extended period.
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NOTES AND REVIEWS

HOUSE AND GARDEN PAPERS
SERIES 1.

IN this issue of House AND GARDEN ap-

pears the introductory paper of the series
announced on our third cover page; the
scope and purpose of which are fully there
set forth. Owing to one of those exigencies
of the press room, which are often as inexo-
rable as they are unforeseen, the photographic
illustrations which should accompany this
article are omitted; but they will duly appear,
with explanatory text, in a later issue.

ENGLISH GLASSES

N informing and attractive handbook is
“English Table Glass,” by Percy Bate.*
Short of Hartshorne’s encyclopedic volume
on “Old English Glasses,” no book speaks
with the animation and authority of the
present volume nor is any, within the pur-
chasing power of the average reader, so safe
and charming a guide. The illustrations
are from carefully lighted photographs of the
author’s collection, and would make the
volume worth acquiring for the library
shelves, even if the 1nsidious text did not fan
a new ember upon the collector’s hearth into
flame.

The several chapters cover the wine, ale,
and other drinking glasses of England in
their several varieties, together with candle-
sticks, decanters, sweetmeat glasses, trailed
pieces, etc. A fully illustrated chapter on
frauds and forgeries completes the inter-
esting tale.

CORRESPONDENCE COLUMN

E invite the attention of all our readers

to the exceptional opportunity afforded
by the correspondence column which will be
opened in the August number of House
AND GarpeN. Full particulars may be
found in the announcement on our third
cover page.

* English Table Glass, by Percy Bate. London: George
Newnes, I,imiled. Imported by Charles Scribner’s Sons, New
York. x41f 4+ 130 pp. Price, §2.50, net.
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TO satisfy several inquiries prompted by

Mr. Vallandigham’s interesting article
on “Adirondack Camps” in our last issue,
the author has been good enough to supply
the following data of the cost of camping
in the region:

A family may rent a large and well ap-
pointed camp for the season of six or eight
weeks at rates varying from $1,000 to $2,500.
In some parts of the region, however, charm-
ing little cabins may be had for $200 or less,
and a family may camp, rent free, on public
land, occupying tents that may be bought
and pitched at from $25 to $40 each. If
the camp is on a lake or river there should
be boats for the use of the family. A sound
second-hand boat may be had for 830 or
840, and sold at the end of the season at half
the cost or more. No camp should have
less than two boats. Service is costly unless
the camp can dispense with a guide, whose
wages are $3 a day, and can take to the woods
the servants usually employed at home. A
family occupying a well-equipped camp on
the edge of a fashionable region found
that the table cost about $5 per week for
each adult, servants included. There are
parts of the region, however, where food is
considerably cheaper, and a large party,
intending to camp for six or eight weeks,
can still further reduce its expenses by send-
ing in canned goods and other supplies from
New York. Those who are willing to camp
in the simplest fashion upon public lands,
to dispense with service and to depend for
food, in part, upon rod and gun and the
natural wild fruits of the region, principally
raspberries and blueberries, may reduce the
cost to four or five dollars weekly for each
adult. Such camping, however, is not suited
to the needs of old persons or very young chil-
dren, though it is delightful to sound adults
who do not revolt from plain fare and a little
work. Food, service and general administra-
tion of acamp, inwhich a guide and three other
servants are employed, will average from $6
to $9 per week for each adult, servants in-
cluded, and one-half to two-thirds as much for
each child. Persons intending to camp year
after year on public lands will find it worth
while to have a permanent camping outfit.
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Moor Park

pensation for the harsh treatment she had
received from her sovereign. In 1720, after
having married and buried another husband,
she sold Moor Park to Benjamin Hoskins
Styles, who had amassed a large fortune in
the South Sea Bubble, and, unlike most of
the speculators in that hazardous enterprise,
managed to sell his shares when they were
at their highest value, and thus became
enormously wealthy. He mightily trans-
formed Moor Park, encasing it in Portland
stone, erecting a magnificent portico, adding
two wings connected with the house by colon-
nades in the Tuscan style. Sir James Thorn-
hill was the director of the work, and an
Italian, Leoni by name, was the chief designer
of the alterations. Solid marble doorways,
ceilings painted and gilded, magnificent
pictures, galleries and staircases adorned
with paintings remain as noble monuments
of Mr. Styles’s work at Moor Park. Admiral
Lord Anson bought the place from the repre-
sentatives of the Styles family, and added
lustre to the mansion, expending vast sums
on the house and grounds, employing in the
latter that archpriest of destroyers of old
gardens, “Capability Brown.” Here in his
beautiful home the gallant sailor used to
recount his victories in the war with Spain,
his adventurous voyage round the world, his
captures of Spanish galleons, and his wonder-
ful exploits which made him a prince of
sailors. Here came Dr. Johnson to stay
with the Admiral, and was not impressed by
the gallant sailor’s stories. He hated Whigs,
to which party Lord Anson belonged. He
loved to hear his own voice, and perhaps
could not get a word in when Lord Anson
was describing his fights and his victories.
Hence his sarcasitc epigram:—

Gratum animum laudo. Qui debuit omnia ventis,
Quam bene ventorum surger templa jubet.

Sir Laurence Dundas, Bart., next acquired
the property in 1763. He was commissary-
general and contractor to the army in several
wars, and amassed a large fortune. He
added much to the decoration of the mansion,
and entertained here the Prince of Wales,
afterwards George IV. A Mr. Rous wrought
much evil, pulling down the wings and colon-
nades, with the chapel and offices. He was a
sorry vandal, and his memory at Moor Park
is not revered. The next owner was Mr.
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Robert Williams, a man who raised himself
by his own exertions from an upholsterer’s
apprentice to a distinguished position in the
East India Company and became the head
of the banking house which is now known as
that of Williams, Deacon & Co. His son sold
the house to Robert, Earl of Grosvenor, after-
wards Marquis of Westminster. This is not
the place to record the annals of this distin-
guished house, which has left its mark on
many a page of England’s history. Here the
Marquis entertained right royally King William
IV. and his Queen. On the death of the
Marchioness of Westminster the property
passed to her third son, Lord Robert Gros-
venor, who was created Baron Ebury in
1857, a great benefactor, the friend and col-
league in many charitable enterprises of the
good Lord Shaftesbury. Here Queen Vic-
toria and the Prince Consort came to pay a
memorable visit in 1854. On the death of
the first Lord Ebury, at the great age of
ninety-two years, Moor Park passed into the
possession of his eldest son, the present Lord
Ebury.

We have recorded briefly the history of the
present mansion. We will now visit the site
of the old palace, of which the moat and an
old brick wall partly surrounding an orchard
are the only visible remains. Here we must
construct again in imagination the great
house which once stood there, and people it
with the host of kings, princes, cardinals,
prelates, and warriors who once thronged its
magnificent hall. "This mansion was of
brick, the chief buildings forming a square
court, which was entered by a gate-house
flanked with towers.

Originally the property belonged to the
Abbey of St. Albans, having been granted by
Offa, King of Mercia, in atonement for the
murder of Ethelbert, King of East Anglia.
Here a cell of the abbey was established, and
the tenant was obliged to provide a horse for
the abbot whenever he wished to visit Tyne-
mouth, near Newcastle.

The real history of the Park begins with its
acquisition by that powerful ecclesiastic,
George Nevil, brother of the great Earl of
Warwick, styled “the King-maker,” Arch-
bishop of York in 1464, and Lord Chancellor
of England. He obtained a license from
Henry VI. to enclose six hundred acres in
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Moor Park

or fifty Pounds or a hundred marks for the
keeping thereof, and since it hath been in
the King’s hands, it hath cost his Highness
forty or fifty marks a year, as Mr. Hennage
can show you, and now it is utterly destroyed,
and all the knots marred. Wherefore if it
be not looked on betimes it will be past re-
covery. Sir, if the King will give 8 Pence a
day, I will see that it shall be well kept, that
his Highness shall be well contented, though
it cost 6 Pence a day on my own purse. And
also for the keeping of the fish there, it hath
been chargeable unto me hitherto; where-
upon if there be not a trusty fellow to have
the keeping of the garden that shall have the
oversight thereof there will be much displeas-
ure done, and but little fish left, for I had never
so much ado to keep it as I have now. Sir,
I put you always to pain, but you may
command me as your own. Whereupon I
heartily desire you as you will do me pleasure
that you would solicit the King’s Highness
as well for the paling of the Park as for the
garden and the keeping of the fish,—for an
his Highness should come thither and see it
so far in ruin as it is, his Highness would lay
it to my charge and think the fault were in
me, which were greatly to my rebuke and
shame as knoweth our Lord who keep you.
“At Charley Wood, the first day of May
“Your assuredly to my power
“J. RusseLr.”

It is hoped that the good ranger obtained
his money and a good “trusty fellow” for the
garden; otherwise, when Henry and his fifth
Queen, Catherine Howard, came five years
later, he would certainly not have escaped
the anger of the passionate King. The
royal pair stayed three weeks, and seem to
have courted seclusion rather than the usual
courtly pleasures. The second Earl had to
fly for his life from the burning questions of
Queen Mary’s reign, but after her death re-
turned to enjoy his own again, both as owner
of his ancestral home at Chenies and as
ranger of Moor Park, which was subsequently
granted to him by the Queen, at the request
of Sir William Cecil, on the payment of an
annual rent of £120.

Google

The third Earl who ruled at Moor Park
was the grandson of the second Earl of Bed-
ford. His sprightly Countess was a favourite
of the Court, where she bloomed as “the
crowning rose in a garland of beauty.” James
I. granted to him the estate absolutely. The
Countess constructed the famous gardens
celebrated by Sir William Temple, of which
no trace remains. She was immensely ex-
travagant, and was forced to sell the place to
William, Earl of Pembroke, in 1626. He was
succeeded by his brother, Sir Philip, in 1630,
who deserted King Charles, and joined the
rebels. A year later he sold the property to
Robert Cary, Earl of Monmouth. The
Duke of Ormond, a faithful supporter of the
royal cause, purchased it in 1663, whose
eldest son took his title from the estate, and
was styled “Lord Butler of Moor Park.” In
1670 1t was sold to the unhappy Duke of
Monmouth, who, as I have already stated,
pulled down the old house, which had so
many noble and illustrious owners, and had
witnessed so many scenes of splendour and
magnificence. The old house is gone, but
its glories remain imprinted on many a page
of English history. Its lineal descendant
lives on, a palace worthy of its distinguished
ancestry, owned by a family as illustrious as
any of those which have preceded it. The
Grosvenors have deserved well of their coun-
try, fought its battles, and contributed to its
prosperity. May the tenure of the scions of
that noble family whose lot it is to dwell in
one of the fairest of Hertfordshire manors
continue far longer than that of many of their
predecessors, whose varied fortunes and
vicissitudes I have attempted to trace.

I am indebted to Lady Ebury for the loan
of many valuable papers which have been
most useful in the preparation of this sketch
of the history of Moor Park. Amongst them
are some interesting letters by Mr. J. A.
Froude and Lord Bulwer Lytton, Mr. Henry
Mitchell’s paper on “The History of the
More,” and Mr. R. Baynes’ “Moor Park.”
I beg to acknowledge my indebtedness to
these writers for much important infor-
mation.
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PLAN OF PITTSBURGH CIVIC IMPROVEMENT

N
ABIIV AumIEMvVELS
' A

1

e

BOANBAV HAWIARS

MAJORITY, REPORT OF COMMITTEL
ON CIVIC IMPROVEMENT APPOINTED BY
THE PITTJOVRGH CHAPTER. A.1L.A 1904

;

1

drawing, of a bird’s-eye view of plan No. 2,
drawn up by the special committee appointed
by Mayor Wells for the Municipal Group
and Public Park Way of St. Louis, Mo. In
this connection it might be said that St. Louss,
Cleveland and Harrisburg—we wish we could
say Pittsburgh—are following the plans laid
down by special committees appointed to
study the beautifying of their respective cities.

Next in interest in the exhibition were some
of the prize designs of the Carnegie Technical
Schools competition, which resulted in the
plans of Palmer & Hornbostel being selected,
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which had the place of honor. It is clearly
evident that these plans were selected for
the admirable lay-out of the buildings, their
co-relation and connection. Mention must
be made of a very clever drawing by Bertram
G. Goodhue, of the firm of Cram, Goodhue
& Ferguson. As a pen drawing of a very
interesting study in modern Gothic, this
bird’s-eye view of their design for the Tech-
nical Schools is unsurpassed.

Another interesting project for Pittsburgh,
now in course of construction, is the extension
to the Carnegie Institute, which was repre-
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COMPETITIVE DESIGN FOR THE MARYLAND
INSTITUTE ART SCHOOLS

Ellicott & Emmart, Architects

THIS design was submitted by the authors

in a recent competition, and is intended
to provide ample accommodations for the
several Schools of Art connected with the
Maryland Institute in Baltimore, including
the museum, library and art galleries common
to all of the schools.

The building is three stories high with an
attic, one hundred and twenty by one hun-
dred and forty feet on plan, and was to be
built either of limestone or marble, as the
appropriation would justify, with, in either
case, a granite base. The second floor con-
tains six large and one smaller class rooms,

and the attic is arranged for studios or an art
gallery. The basement contains the manual
training class rooms, locker and toilet rooms
for men and women, and the power plant.
The design shows a well studied effect in
a simple and dignified classic style restrained
to the point of severity as 1s more fitting for
a school of art. The roof, which is seen in
the perspective drawing, would not be visible
from the street and the composition is thereby
somewhat improved though perhaps lacking
accent on the sky-line. We are indebted to

our Baltimore correspondent for the interest-
ing illustrations.

PLAN OF THE PRINCIPAL FLOOR

Q0
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HOUSE AND GARDEN PAPERS ON HOME MAKING

CHOOSING A SITE FOR THE HOME

By THEe Eprror

ALL residential property within the limits

of a city is subject to practically identi-
cal conditions, and it is only in minuter details
that the differences between urban, semi-
detached, or suburban houses affect a choice
of site. We may therefore consider city
property in a general way as available for
either of the above types. There are some
locations which are fundamentally objec-
tionable for any residential use. Such, for
instance, are minimum grades, especially
in intersecting streets. lhese low spots
are subject to surface flooding during heavy
rain-storms, when, the capacities of the
neighboring sewers being overtaxed, water is
very apt to back up and run in the cellar
windows. This is a common phenomenon
during heavy summer thunder-showers. But
there is a more permanently obnoxious con-
dition usually indicated by these depressions
in street grades, and especially so when they
occur at street intersections, namely, the
presence of an underground stream which,
having been covered up during the filling in
of the neighborhood, now flows either through
a sewer or by some natural underground
channel. This will be certain to break
bounds during periods of prolonged rains,
and dampen or even flood the adjoining
cellars. All surface dirt and undesirable
loose matter of all kinds works down to these
low spots and dries as dust, making the
neighborhood a thoroughly unsanitary one
in all weathers.

Although a corner lot is usually to be pre-
ferred, the local situation should be carefully
studied before a choice is made. Trolley
tracks on both streets are-a distinct element
of depreciation as the bumping of the wheels
over the crossing is an annoyance by day
and a distinctly injurious adjunct by night
or during illness. The best place for any
trolley line is in an adjoining street, rather
than in your own. Corners, even in the best
residential districts, are sometimes a source
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of annoyance at night if made the playground
of children from less favored but neighbor-
ing streets and alleys, as is often the case.
This aspect of affairs should be studied by
personal observation before a final decision
1s made. Generally, however, a corner lot
is desirable in that our house becomes of
the semidetached type, with increased oppor-
tunities for light and air, and the New York
vital statistics, quoted elsewhere, show that
these are real and not apparent advan-
tages. There is a choice of corners, if a
choice can be exercised. The best corner
is the northwestern one, especially if the
longer side of the lot faces south. The least
desirable is the southeastern corner, for
reasons already considered in the last num-
ber of House AND GARDEN. There are
too many special considerations affecting
any particular lot to make it possible to antic-
ipate all imaginable conditions, and we must
therefore content ourselves with an indica-
tion of the more normal conditions in city
property. Property on sloping streets, of
course, requires careful study with reference
to the avoidance of surface washings from
careless owners of adjoining properties and
also of adjustments of plan to grade. This
latter reaches its most acute stage when the
grade of the lot is materially higher than that
of the sidewalk. Often in the latter case 2
depressed service entrance at side or rear
1s quite possible of attainment, as is also a
depressed kitchen or laundry yard, both of
which features lend themselves readily to
the fullest development of the house garden
as a real source of enjoyment. Where the
lot extends through to a minor street in the
rear, the most favorable conditions exist, of
course, for the completest development of a
city house that is possible on any lot of
relatively limited extent.

The advantages of lots on streets facing
public parks usually far outweigh the dis-
advantages which are the apparently inevit-



able accompaniment of all public utility
features. There is a choice of privilege
however, the north side being preferable to
the south and the west to the east. In
this connection it may be well to point out
fallacy that is sometimes encountered, of
assummg that a room with a northern expos-
ure is cooler in summer than one with a
southern. Owing to the almost entire ab-
sence of northerly breezes in summer in this
part of the continent and the prevalence,
on the contrary, of southerly airs, together
with the high angle of the sun’s rays in that
quarter of the heavens, the latter room is
cool and pleasant in summer and, of course,
far more agreeable in winter, owing to the
absence of southerly winds, especially during
extreme low temperatures, the low angle of
the sun and the additional fact that the sun
is more likely to shine in winter while in the
south, than earlier or later in the day.
Made ground is especially to be avoided,
both on account of the deformations, which
are certain to ensue in structures built upon it,
as well as because of the usually unsanitary
nature of the filling maternial. If inquiry
does not suffice to elicit it, observation of sur-
rounding grades and of adjacent buildings
will usually suffice. Cracks in walls, especi-
ally about door and window openings, if
common in the neighborhood, are a certain
indication. A comparison of street and rear
yard grades is also useful. As for filling
matenial, good earth is seldom available in
sufficient quantities and any substitute is
usually accepted. In a recent case, a com-
bination of half-burned unbound book sheets
from a neighboring printing house fire and
broken masses of asphalt concrete from street
repairs, smoothed over with a top dressing
of clean earth, formed a mixture upon which
a row of smart three-storey brick dwellings
is now being erected by a speculative builder.
Far oftener the filling material is of the
most unsanitary description, as the most
casual observation would suffice to show.
Vital statistics show that the north side of an
east-west street is distinctly more healthful
than the south side, which latter is altogether
the most unfavorable position for an urban
house, hygienically. North-south streets are
more healthful than those at right angles
and, if the New York statistics are to be
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believed, houses in the middle of the block
are less wholesome than those at or near the
corners. This is what might have been ex-
pected from a prior: considerations.

It is perhaps a counsel of perfection to
advise the purchase, with the site for any city
house, of the two adjoining lots at the same
time. But if one is looking for investment,
as well as a home, much is gained by such an
arrangement. We can, in the first place,
so plan all three houses simultaneously that
the désagréments of urban life may be reduced
to a minimum so far as they are derived from
awkward proximities of overlooking windows
and doorways, but also by exercising at least
the right of veto in the selection of our neigh-
bors; which latter can be done better, of
course, incognito, through an agent. The
general question of desirability for residential
purposes of any locality, unless it be a new
one, will generally have been determined;
but it is well to look into the matter a little
in any event. New influences may be at
work leading to a deterioration in values.
One should be suspicious of many signs
displayed of a desire to rent or sell. Some-
times a detrimental element only operates
during certain conditions of wind or weather,
which may determine the deflection at such
times of smoke or objectionable odors in
the direction of the property under considera-
tion.

As one passes the confines of the city to
the larger country beyond, it becomes not
so much a search for a preconceived site
(though this is always possible and within
somewhat wide limits), as a determination
of the best way to utilize a given site. There
are, certainly, obvious disadvantages in sites
placed in damp hollows, or close to dusty
highways, or on extremest hilltops, or cut
out of a vast unshaded plateau, yet there is
scarcely a conceivable site in the country
short of one rendered inadmissible by
unsanitary conditions, that skill and expen-
ence cannot redeem, however unpromising
or barren, or spoiled by unskilled treatment.
In fact, in the country, strategy may be said
to be the fundamental element of success in
dealing with a chosen site. To one who
thoroughly loves the country it seems im-
possible to choose an absolutely unavailable
spot.
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Existing buildings can be altered and re-
formed, and nature’s myriad aspects cleverly
adjusted to our particular needs. There
seem but three inadmissible mistakes that
can be made. First, building on a swampy
site; second, building in the midst of a grove
of trees; third, bunldlng on a site devoid of
trees—though this last is a relatnely venial
offence which can be remedied in time. If
one were to imagine an ideal site in the
country for a house and establishment, of
moderate expense, it would take the form of
a ten- to twenty-acre tract with its narrower
side along the southwesterly or southerly
edge of a well-kept highway sloping from the
highway irregularly southward to a meadow
and rivulet, partly wooded, with an outlook
in the middle and farther distance as fancy
dictates. But such imaginings are vain, not
because the reality is unattainable, but
because of the protean shapes the desirable
site may assume.

In fact, there is but one way to deal in
detail with the subject practically, and that
is by an examination and explanation of
actual examples photographed upon our page,
and that we will do; contenting ourselves
meanwhile with a few concluding observa-
tions of a more general nature.

Hitherto the onward march of improve-
ment from urban to rural districts has been
relatively slow and long before the country
place has been overwhelmed its fate has been
foreseen. But now, the rapid development
of the trolley lines, pushing out in all direc-
tions from the city over private rlghts of way,
acquired under the power of eminent domain
through the most sequestered nooks and cor-
ners of the countryside, adds a new terror to
rural Iife.

No one apparently is safe, nor is any topo-
graphical position impregnable, and while
we survey our homestead, secure in possession
and planning new beauties to be added to
its charms, a real estate syndicate in the city
is preparing a map in which it is cut up into
rectangular lots alongside a trolley line and
in the end resistance proves useless. Such at
least has been the practical result in some
recent cases.

In considering a place for the house, con-
sider also the garden, and do not determine
the one without the other; and in placing the
garden let it be for your own, rather than the
general public’s delight, if the choice 1s forced
upon you. Let it be where the intimate
family rooms will look out upon it, rather
than the more public ones, if both cannot.
Take such advantage as you may of tree
clumps and let your house be so placed with
reference to them as to shield the western
and northern sides, rather than the eastern,
and especially not the southern.

Planting out, and the location of roads and
paths, and other details belong to another
field of design and cannot be considered here.

Sites for houses of the marine type are also
somewhat elastic in their requirements, but
not nearly so much so as are rural ones,
owing to the paramount importance of pre-
serving to its fullest extent the sea view and
making it available for the maximum num-
ber of windows and verandas. As has
already been explained, this, in the majonty
of instances, results in a longish parallelo-
grammic plan (with the service wing twisted
slightly back, out of the way of the seaward
view), having both the principal and service
entrances on the landward rather than on the
seaward side.

It will hardly be profitable to generalize
about unknown sites for the home at further
length. Following this paper, and supple-
mentary to it, a series of illustrations will be
published in House AND GARDEN, from time
to time, each typical of one of the cases
already discussed. In the September number
will appear a city house upon a most wisely
selected and economical site, in which, by a
judicious adjustment of house to lot,a far bet-
ter result has been obtained in a minor street
with less cost than would have been possible
in either of the adJommg and more imposing
thoroughfares at twice the expense.

The first paper from our staff of expert
contributors, addressed to home makers,
written by Mr. Wm. H. Price, on The
Value and Use of Simple Materials 1n House
Building, fully illustrated, will also appear in
the September issue of House AND GARDEN.

(Concluded)

100

Google



HOUSE AND GARDEN CORRESPONDENCE

CHOSING A CORNER LOT

1. Kindly advise me which of the two corner lots
marked A and B on the accompanying diagram offers
the most advantages as a building site. They are held
at the same price and I have a thirty day option on each.
My own preference is for B, on account of the garden
next door. The shaded portions of the diagram indicate
buildings already erected on adjoining lots. The streets
are nearly level.
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Lot A is decidedly preferable for the following reasons:
The narrower end of the house will face east with the
longer side to the south, giving the best exposure to the
largest possible number of rooms. You will be well
protected to the north by the adjoining party wall (against
which you should build) and have also ample protection
to the west without having direct light and air cut off
in that direction. This will give you a well protected
position for the house at all seasons. On Lot B these
conditions are reversed. The narrow frontage is toward
the south and the longer side faces west. In addition
to this disadvantage, most of the rooms in the house will
face the trolley line (always an undesirable adjunct to
a residence street), causing especial annoyance at night.
This annoyance is reduced to a minimum on Lot A.
As to the importance of the garden to the eastward of
Lot B, its advantages are more apparent than real.
The fact that the lot is only 30 feet wide will probably
make it necessary to build to the party line, in which
case, of course, there can be no windows overlooking
the garden, except perhaps from the front room, which
with an adjoining porch would be very agreeable.  The
value of this possible adjunct is, however, more than
counterbalanced by the disadvantages of the lot. A
house, too, of the elongated shape necessary here will,
with its four sides exposed to the weather, be both hotter
in summer and colder in winter than one built on A.
Other things being equal, it is my opinion that Lot A
is worth at least 25% more than Lot B for the purpose
indicated. To take full advantage of the good points
of Lot A, however, the plan of the house you propose to
build should be very carefully adjusted to it. ~ C. E.

SOME MISTAKES IN FURNISHING AND
HOW TO CORRECT THEM

My new home is just completed, and while I like each
separate piece of furniture, rug and curtain in it, they
somehow do not look well together. In certain places

Google

the living-room looks cold and bare, and yet 1 hardly
know where I could put in any extra piece of furniture,
even if I could afford it, which I cannot. I send with this
letter two kodak photographs, showing the living-room
and dining-room; also the little alcove room off the living-
room, which is furnished as a den for my husband,
holding his desk and other belongings. The living-
room is 12’ x 19/, the den 8 x 10’. The woodwork 1s
of good style and finished like English oak, the side walls
covered with striped green paper from floor to ceiling
line. The den I have papered in a figured Oriental
paper, showing brown, green and red. I have used
madras curtains of Oriental design in the den, and plain
ones of self-colored pongee in the living-room. I think,
perhaps, these latter are one of my mistakes.

The dining-room is 12’ x 14’, and the wall-paper is
figured and shows a variety of colors; the figures are
large. The furniture is golden oak. There are no cur-
tains; I would like you to suggest these. 1 had thought
of a flowered linen taffetas. The carpet is in two shades
of yellow-tan. I have read much of the advisability
of keeping things simple. Therefore, I have endeavored
to do this in my living-room, and have perhaps overdone
it. Kindly give me your advice, as I have understood
you will help in a case like this.

J. C.

Your kodak pictures explain the difficulties of the situ-
ation to me even more fully than your letter. Your first
mistake in the living-room, which seems to have a fairly
high ceiling, was using a striped paper to the ceiling line,
as the dimensions show it to be long and narrow. A
striped paper emphasizes this defect. I would advise
you to use a three-foot frieze for your upper wall from
the ceiling line, finishing the joining of side wall and
frieze with a picture rail. This will apparently lower
the height of your ceiling, and assist in squaring the room.
The paper 1 would select shows a pine tree pattern in
shades of green against a pumpkin-yellow ground. Very
little of the ground shows, however. Brown cones
appear here and there in the design, and will harmonize
very well with your English oak woodwork. This is a
side-wall paper, but can be utilized as a frieze, with very
little expense. It sells for 6o cents aroll.  Your draperies
of pongee are very good. They may, however, be im-
proved by having them dipped and obtaining a soft
golden-brown color, which will harmonize with the brown
in the frieze and with the woodwork. Your room being
of southern exposure will bear these. Your picture shows
that the furniture is badly arranged; the heavy mission
table should be drawn well out into the centre of the room;
the davenport to be set at right angles on the north side
of your fireplace. This will create a modified ingle-nook,
and greatly add to the air of hominess and comfort in
your room. One or two low teakwood stands should be
introduced holding ferns or palms, set in brass or copper
jardinieres. These latter can be bought in the Russian
settlements in some of the larger cities for very little
money, and are extremely decorative. A charse-longue,
of wicker, upholstered in brown Marlborough velvet,
will add to the joy of living in this room, and also to its
appearance. The upholstering is simply a loose pad
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covered with the velvet caught in with buttons.
Some golden-brown and yellow covered cushions of raw
silk can be used on this also. The velveteen or Marl-
‘borough velvet costs $1.90 a yard and is 50 inches wide.
It wears extremely well. The den, I am afraid, will not
be so easy to make attractive. Your greatest mistake
has been in using a different wall covering from that in
the living-room. There seems but one thing to do here,
and that is to use the same paper on the wall as is used
in the living-room. The draperies also should be the
same; otherwise the room seems very attractive. Also
in your dining-room the wall covering must be changed.
These many colored, large figured papers in a room the
dimensions of yours, are quite hopeless. A two-toned
golden-brown paper of excellent design, suggestive of
the Colonial, is advised here. This paper costs 40 cents
a roll. The ceiling should be tinted in a shade of cafe
au lait to the picture rail. I would not advise linen
taffetas in this room, unless it were self-colored and plain.
Your best choice would be pongee curtains, made simply,
and to hang straight to the sill. These should be run
on a rod by a casing at the top, set close to the glass.
No lace or net curtains are required. The expenditure
for this room will, you see, be small, and you will find
the improvement infinite. This treatment will feature
your golden oak furniture, and make it extremely attrac-
tive as part of the color scheme. The two-toned tan
Brussels rug will also be entirely harmonious. The bay
window which you have not utilized for seats, could have
a wide shelf built around to hold growing plants. Small
Chinese blue and white pots, which sell for forty cents
each, could be used for these, and add to the color effect
of the room.

I will be very glad to furnish you with the addresses of
any of the firms carrying materials that I have mentioned,
should you be unable to locate them for yourself.

MARGARET GREENLEAF

FURNISHING THE LIVING-ROOM OF AN
OLD FARMHOUSE

I have $175 to spend on the decoration and furnishing
of the living-room of an old farmhouse, which I have
taken for my summer home. The room in question is
14 feet by 18 feet; has four small square-paned win-
dows, two glass doors, one single door, and a Colonial
mantel of simple design. It fronts south, and the doors
are on the west side. The woodwork has been painted
an ugly stone grey. I have some attractive pieces of
mahogany, a sofa, three chairs, all to be recovered,
and a very beautiful small table in mahogany. Also
I have a large winged chair. The floor is not good,
and must be covered. The walls must be repapered;
I have no rugs or curtains. Please give me a color
scheme for this room, which will be a little out of the
usual, and yet have the characteristics of a country
*““best room.”’ CouNTRY
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Have the grey painted woodwork sand-papered and
treated with flat lead and ivory egg-shell white. This
will give you a fine egg-shell gloss, and the cost, using
the best materials and labor, should not exceed $2s.
Choose a dull cold green fibre paper at 30 cents a roll
for your side wall covering. Tint the ceiling to the
picture rail (which should be in line with the tops of
windows) the same shade of ivory as the woodwork
shows. Hang sheer white dotted muslin curtains, run
on small brass rods, next the glass of your windows.
These curtains should reach only to the sill. They
should be trimmed up the front edge with three inch
ruffles, and tied back midway with smart bows made
from the muslin. The strips for these should be about
three-quarters of a yard in length, and four inches wide.
Glazed chintz, showing clusters of gillyflowers and
peonies in crimson and pink on a white ground, will cost
75 cents a yard, and is a yard wide. This should be used
for straight over-draperies at the windows. These
curtains should fall straight to the sill on either side of
the window, coming from under an eight-inch valance of
the glazed chintz. This makes a quaint and attractive
window dressing. The French windows or glass doors
of which you speak, should be curtained with the muslin;
small brass rods fastened at top and bottom of the door
should hold the muslin tautly in place. No chintz
should be used.

Upholster your mahogany furniture in dull green vel-
veteen, a few shades darker than the side wall, or with
two-toned English taffetas in shades of green. The old
mahogany table of which you speak should be placed
near the winged chair; this latter to be covered with the
glazed chintz. A great bowl of roses should find a“place
on the table. Some chairs of willow should be carefully
chosen—large easy ones, and one or two low stools.
This willow furniture should be treated with bright
crimson enamelacq; the chairs supplied with square
cushions, seat and back; these cushions to be covered
with the glazed chintz, caught in with buttons; the crim-
son flowers in the design exactly matching the color of
the enamelacq. Over the mantel a low Colonial mirror
should be set. If you are not fortunate enough to find
this within your price, your carpenter can place four
sections of mirror over the mantel, the framing and
divisions of this to be treated as the woodwork of the
room. Your best choice of floor covering will be white
Japanese matting. Two, or perhaps three, two-toned
green Wilton velvet rugs, will relieve this floor treatment.
A quaint lamp of Colonial design, some old brasses and
some brass bowls to hold roses and gillyflowers will
complete an exceedingly attractive room, and leave you
with money to spend for some bits of plaster frieze, and
quaint prints of Reynolds and Gainsborough ladies in
oval frames, to hang upon your dull green walls.

If you will carefully carry out the above instructions,
I am sure you will be pleased.

MARGARET GREENLEAF
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FLORAL ARRANGEMENT IN JAPAN

By Epmunp BuckrLey, Pu. D.

THE European style of flower arrangement
is to gather a wide variety of blooms
into a solidly packed, hemispherical bunch,
with an eye to harmonious color effect. This
is the bouquet, it is hardly seen in the United
States, and its obvious drawback is hardness
of contour. The current American style is
either to group a score or so of blooms of
one kind, in order to obtain a mass of one
color, or to dispose a few choice specimens in
a narrow vase without further thought than
for their individual beauty. But not one in
a hundred persons ever considers the har-
mony of that color mass with its surround-
ings, or the disposition of these individuals
as members of a group.
The drawback of the
mass is that its separate
flowers are braced against 1
each other like utilitarian
wheat in a sheaf, or else
flop over each other like

heaps of slain on a battle-
field. As for the individ-

ual flower, it often seems ge  o\\

to loll helplessly against oy
the rim of its vessel like .
the lifeless form of Judy ,'
just murdered by her

brutal Punch and flung =~ <J -'/7"
across the balcony. It J
remains true, of course, o g4
that the beauty of leaf E;“ ,
and bloom in point of @ R Y‘ /"/
both line and color is so 5k "N»"\., (x

consummate as to win
universal admiration
without good arrange-
ment or even in spite of
a bad one. But yet there
is a more excellent way
which we ourselves may
devise; and the Japanese
have shown us at least
another way, which is but
little understood, although
its adoption would much
extend our resources.

Google
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The Japanese name their floral art rke-
bana, and it is their own creation, being
the outcome of two distinguishing Japanese
traits, namely, ardent love of flowers and keen
appreciation of line. It may easily pique
the reader to see supremacy accorded the
Japanese in two such fundamentals of human
culture, but so the consensus of qualified
judges goes. Where else are plum, peach,
and cherry trees cultivated for their bloom
rather than for their fruit? Where else do
holiday crowds make the month’s bloom
their chief object of interest; and accompany
it, not with feasting or revelry, but with ver-
sifying? Where else has a sovereign gazed

MAPLE (TREE)

(pLANT)

TWO TYPICAL JAPANESE FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS

12§



House and Garden

pastime, in the lacquer an-
craft, and in the recent perfect
preparedness of the nation for
war by land or sea. Mr. Fran-
cis Brinkley observes that,
“Every social usage that has
grown to maturity in Japan
shows traces of elaborate care
bestowed upon it by genera-
tion after generation of refined
practice,” and very well com-
ments on the fact with, ““Some
credit may be claimed for a
society that has occupied itself
with such refined pastimes
rather than with roulette, faro,
or poker.” Only the barest
outline can be given here of a
system which has grown since
the sixth century and of which
only a typical school is described
in Mr. Conder’s entire work on
the floral art of Japan.

The simplest type of ike-bana
comprises three pieces: a princi-
pal in the middle, a secondary
on one side and a tertiary on
the other. Apparently in order
to avoid any semblance of sym-
metry, which a vertical line
might impart to the group, this
principal stem springs from the
water straight-lined but inclined
45 degrees—right or left—from
the vertical. It then bends

2 strongly but not sharply into a

¢

AN UN BALA.NCED ARRANGEMENT

his fill at an aged plum tree arrayed anew in
delicate bloom? and, having departed to
some distance, returned to it in order to gaze
again? As to keen appreciation of line in
nature or art, a score of Western authorities,
for example, W. Anderson and R. Muther,
frankly accord supremacy to the Japanese;
and the floral arrangement we are consider-
ing forms a conspicuous example of it.
Perhaps a third source for rke-bana should
be cited, namely, that marvelous power for
elaboration which has shown itself alike in
the famous ceremonial tea, in the incense

126

Google

direction at right angles—or go
degrees—to the former one;
and finally bends again 45
degrees from its former direc-
tion, so as to reach the vertical. This vertical
section sometimes comes over the centre of
the vase whence the principal sprang, but
sometimes on that side of it opposite to the
bow made by the two curves. The secondary
and primary stems each form double, that
is, S shaped, curves, and each deviates from
the principal in a tangental line. The
secondary is placed on the convex side of the
principal, and tends to the vertical; the pri-
mary is placed on the concave side of the prin-
cipal, and tends to the horizontal, so as to

fill out the hollow made by the principal and




Floral Arrangement in Japan

to balance the entire composi-
tion, to which end it is also
usually longer than the sec-
ondary. Within these close
limits, there is still room for
considerable play of choice in
both line and composition,
while color is in this case
ignored. Indeed, one or two
or even all the members may
be simply foliage of the same
hue and tone of green, rke-
bana being properly synthetic
de51gn1ng in line, which, to be
sure, is a flower-art unknown
outside Japan.

What 1s the force and mean-
ing of this curious Japanese
flower arrangement! It is
not other than the principle
governing other decorative
arts in Japan, namely, the
harmony of balance secured
without repetition, and it
marks an advanced stage of
art-sense. Symmetry, on the
other hand, secures harmony
by sameness of shape, as well
as by equality of bulk, and finds
its most suitable application
in architecture, where, indeed,
the Japanese also recognize it,
as expressive of dignity and
repose. Balance, on the con-
trary, spares some degree of
these qualities, in order to exhibit daring and
action. In some cases the entire compo-
sition is thrown on to one side of the vertical
line rising from the centre of the vase, and
thus the dignity and repose are wholly sac-
rificed to the daring and action. Such a
composition was perhaps suggested by—
and it certainly resembles—a contorted pine
clinging to the side of some bare mountain
rock, quite a common sight in Japan. Mr.
Conder’s skeleton plans of tke-bana all con-
form to this unbalanced type, but all except
three of some forty practical examples he
gives show balance. There is compensation
in art as well as in life, and this asymmetry
—whether balanced or unbalanced—has its
own meaning and beauty, certainly for Jap-
anese minds and eyes, though possibly not

Google
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CARDINAL DIRECTIONS FOR JAPANESE

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS

yet for ours. In any case, asymmetry ex-
hibits that forceful vitality which is native
to every normal growth, and it is for this
reason that the Japanese have named the
practice tke-bana, that is, living flower.

This simplest three-lined composition may
be enlarged to a five-lined one by insertion
of a so-called “support” between the prin-
cipal and the secondary, and of a *“sub-prin-
cipal” between the principal and the tertiary.
Still two more stems may be introduced as
shown in the diagram of cardinal directions.
Each new pair must differ in length from each
other, as well as from the original members,
in order to secure pleasing variety. Together
with this profile composition must go one in
plan, the variety of which is indicated in the
same diagram of cardinal directions.
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The Creation of a Site

Acland ancestors, Vernais, Palmers, Wroths
and Aclands, the earliest being that of Thomas
Vernai in the reign of Henry VII,, and his
arms, three ferns, are to be seen in old
stained glass coats-of-arms let into the win-
dows. There are also the Palimer who married
his daughter and heiress, Colonel Peregrine
Palmer, who fought at Naseby and other bat-
tles on the Royalist side and who left in his will,
that when the king came to his own again,
his sons were to claim no reward for their
father’s services; and a Wroth of the time
of Edward VI., who was given by that king a
beautiful gold cup, now 1n the possession of
Sir Wroth Lethbridge. There are portraits
of Colonel Acland and his wife, Lady Harriet
(Fox-Strangways), who accompanied her hus-
band to America where he fought under Gen-
eral Burgoyne in the War of Independence,
and who, on hearing that he was wounded and
taken prisoner, October 7, 1777, set off in an

open boat with two attendants down the Hud-
son River. Being stopped at nightfall by the
American outposts, she had to wait all through
the cold night under threat of being fired on,
till in the morning she was able to communi-
cate with General Gates, who at once allowed
her to join and nurse her husband. The cele-
brated English artist, Turner, painted some
charming water-color views of Sussex for
a relation of Sir P. Acland’s, and these
hang in the drawing-room. Among the stags’
heads adorning the Hall is a most perfect
specimen belonging to an old stag, which,
found in a covert some miles away, ran to St.
Audries, jumped the Park fence and was
killed close to the house. Among many
curious and interesting things in the house
is a copy on vellum of a Wycliff’s Bible
given as an heirloom by the Countess of
Derby “to her nighest relation, Mr. Palmer
of Fairfield.”

THE CREATION OF A SITE

(See August House AND GARDEN, page 100)

THE great importance of strategy, as a
factor in the choice and development
of a site for the home, was pointed out in the
August issue of House aAND GaRDEN. The
house with its surroundings shown in the
accompanying photographs has been selected
as a specially pertinent illustration of that
point as well as of another already referred
to, but awaiting later development, viz.: the
interest and value which attaches to individ-
ualism in the arrangement of the plan.

At the time this property first came under
the observation of the owner it was a small
unimproved bit of back-lot property, which
had been left, partly by the failure of the sur-
rounding properties to close up, and partly
also due to the existence of a disused alley-
way. The whole served as an ash and
refuse heap for surrounding owners whose
houses all face on important streets in one
of the best residential quarters of the city.
A short cross street, relatively narrow and
having a north-south direction, intersects the
alleyway, in front of this property.

Google

The back yards of the surrounding houses
were, for the most part, separated by high
board fences and the general aspect of the
internal square which they formed was of
the usual ugly and strictly utilitarian sort
common enough as an outlook from the back
windows of city houses. A more uninvitingly
suggestive place for the site of a gentleman’s
residence it would have been difficult to
discover within the district in question.

Securing legal possession of the abandoned
thoroughfare, and adding it to the ash-heap,
a lot was secured with a frontage of fifty feet
on an asphalted cross street and a depth of
eighty feet.

The house itself is nineteen feet wide and
fifty-two feet deep and is placed, very prop-
erly, close to the north line of the lot. There
are no important windows in this north side,
while the back yards of the houses fronting
on the east-west street on that side form a
sufficient separation. All of the principal
rooms of the house have south windows
overlooking not only its own garden, but the
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The Creati

on of a Site

PLAN OF THE THIRD FLOOR

to come down, leaving nothing unsightly in
view. The garden shown in the plan has not
yet been developed and will add greatly to the
setting of the house when completed.

The property was developed and the house
designed by Mr. Louis C. Hickman, archi-
tect, of Philadelphia, to whom we are in-
debted for the use of the plans.

This example is intended to illustrate and
supplement the papers on ““Choosing a Site
for the Home,” in the July and August issues
of House AND GARDEN, as are also the
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PLAN OF THE SITE

photographs of semi-detached houses shown
on page 149 of this issue. In this latter con-
nection it may be noted, as a supplementary
principle, that where city property is too
valuable to separate adjoining houses by at
least thirty feet, it would be much betfer to
build in solid blocks of the strictly urban
type for the reason that if opposite windows
are so close as to make domestic privacy well
nigh impossible, all the advantages of the
semi-detached type are lost while its disad-
vantages are retained and magnified.
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A HOUSE COSTING LESS THAN SIX
THOUSAND DOLLARS

GEORGE SPENCER MoRRis, Architect

THE problem presented was the designing

of such a house in a neighborhood
where houses cost usually from eight to ten
thousand dollars. This is always difficult,
but the work of the architects was greatly
facilitated in this case by the very reasonable
demands of the clients who appreciated the
situation fully.

The location was a pleasing one. Large
trees were already growing about the site and
the grounds were not cramped. The house
was to be placed in the rear part of an estate
on which an old homestead already stood.
The street to the rear of these grounds was
comparatively unimportant, therefore we
turned our back upon it and put our best
face towards the distant and more important
street and towards the old mansion. Easy
access to the rear street was necessary, how-
ever, for in this direction lay trains and
trolleys, and from thence would come trades-
men and, possibly, callers.

A rigid adherence to style was frankly
abandoned at the outset. - The original in-
tention as indicated in the pencil perspective
was to have the walls of pointed face stone
work with a large dashed post under the
corner of the porch. It was found, however,
that purposes of economy were best served

DINING
ROOM-

‘FIRST FLOOR PLAA -

Google

by dashing the face of the stone walls and
substituting a heavy wooden post on the
porch. No pebbles were used in the dash-.
ing,—simply cement, sand and finely ground
slag—smeared on roughly with the trowel
marks left showing. The result was artistic
in effect and pleasing in color. Mindful
of the fact that the classic Main Street of
Germantown was close at hand, we felt the
appropriateness of the pent roof above the
entrance. Carrying it straight on around
the porch we formed therewith the parapet
protecting the balcony above. A glass door
opening from the second story bedroom gives
access to this balcony.

The plan has the merits of simplicity of
treatment and economy of space. Two
bedrooms and a good sized storage loft are
provided on the third floor. The willing-
ness of the client to do away with such space-
devouring features as vestibule, stair hall,
etc., enabled the architects to provide a large,
well-lighted living hall which at once affords
a sense of spaciousness on entering. From
this room direct access may be had to the
kitchen, dining-room and second floor. The
accommodations of pantry and kitchen are
as complete as those usually furnished in a
much more expensive house.
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HOUSE AND GARDEN CORRESPONDENCE

CONVERTING A DINING-ROOM INTO A
LIBRARY

I wish to convert a dining-room, in a small city house,
into a den and library. This room must also serve for
occasional chafing-dish supper parties. One side of
the wall has built in book-shelves. I would like you to
furnish me with a suggestion for a corner cupboard, a
portion of which can be used as a small wine closet that
can be locked. Also, I would like a suggestion for a
movable book-stand to be used in the same room. The
woodwork of this room I am having stained with English
oak wood tint, and the finish dull with Dead-lac. 1
would like these pieces of furniture finished in the same
way.

What shall I use on my floor as a covering? I have
two Navajo blankets of excellent quality and beautiful
weave. These are bright scarlet and white with some
black and orange in the design. Could I use these on
my floor ?

Kindly give me a suggestion for wall covering and
color. The room faces east and has one small south
window. What would you advise for curtains? The
dimensions of the room are 10x14 feet, the height g}
feet. I would also like to introduce a couch of wicker
if this would be harmonious. L.S.

I think you can make a very attractive and livable
room from the dining-room you describe. I am glad

to furnish you with some suggestive drawings for your
corner cupboard, movable book-shelves and also long
willow chair, which is really a steamer chair. This,
however, if furnished with upholstered pad cushions
about six inches thick, can be made into a most attractive
and comfortable piece of furniture. This pad should

XD

be upholstered and caught in with buttons to gain the
best effect.

Cover your wall with heavy fibre paper in two tones of
dull green. This to show an almost invisible stripe.
Your ceiling should extend to your picture railing which
will be in line with tops of windows and doors, the ceiling
of picture rail to be tinted in a strong shade of café au
laft; that is, it must show much yellow.

You can use your Navajo blankets effectively as rugs.
The windows will look well hung with East India cotton,
something showing red, dull blue, and orange figures
picked out with black against an ivory ground. This



mixture of American Indian and East Indian fabrics
will not be found at all inharmonious as there is often
to be noticed great similarity in color and design. Indian
jars and baskets can be used decoratively about the room.
Your long willow chair cushion should be upholstered
with dull green upholsterer’s velveteen. The other
furniture in the room should show the same simple,
strong lines and also the same stain and finish as the
book-shelves and cupboard. A round oak table, one
or more comfortable Morris chairs with laced cushions
covered with wrinkled sheepskin, or the velveteen,
would look well. All other chairs should be selected
with a view to the comfort of their occupants. Some
brasses and coppers could be used upon the walls. A
door curtain of the green velveteen is suggested if such
is needed. MARGARET GREENLEAF

THE PROPER TREATMENT OF WATER

I would like some advice from House AND GARDEN
regarding the best treatment for a small stream of water
which crosses the property near its lowest boundary.
My place is 540 feet wide along the highway and 1350
feet deep. It slopes slightly upward to the house, which
is set back 250 feet from the road, then drops slightly
for 350 feet further, within which space or plateau are

Google

House and Garden Correspondence

formed the flower and vegetable gardens. Then an
outcropping of rock forms a natural cliff some eight feet
high, below which is the meadow extending to the rear
line fence, beyond which the woods begin—though not
on my property. I forgot to say that my stable, which is
a small affair, lies off to one side of the plateau, next the
side fence, with the end of the kitchen garden between
it and the house. My difficulty lies with the water. I
cannot include it in the garden, owing to the difference
in level, though I should like to. Shall I wall it in and
deepen it, form a pond, throw a bridge or two across,
and generally artificialize it, or can I make it interesting
in some other way, and by a more naturalistic treat-
ment ! F.S.S.

- The treatment you propose would have two results:
First, it would involve you in a much greater expense
than I am sure you anticipate, and, secondly, it would
produce a visible result that you would come to find pro-
foundly displeasing and incongruous. It is the fate of
water, being tractable, to be led hither and thither, and
made grandiose, ugly and generally ridiculous by bridges
which lead nowhere, waterfalls of the last degree of
sophistication, and ponds, cement edged, forming hideous
blots upon the face of Nature. If the reality of your
country place is as charming as the picture evoked by
your description, you are specially favored, and if ever
there was an indication to let well alone, you have it.
If your stream is clear and clean, you might form an
artificial pond with natural edges and pump to your
barn, but if you are otherwise supplied I should not
advise it. Treat the stream naturally, adding aquatic
plants and ferns and mosses along the banks, if the
exposure is right, but let the long meadow-grass come
quite down to the water in 'many places, and have a
widened slack water lily pond. Put a small, unobtru-
sive bridge to one side with a path to the wood lot, if
accessible. If the cow (I assume the cow) can get down
to the stream let her graze in the meadow if there is
a shade tree or two -available as a retreat from the
sun and flies. A vine draped tea-house to one side, on
the brink of the cliff, is indicated if the outlook over
the neighboring properties is not unworthy of inclusion,
or, if so, it might be possible to plant out anything of
the sort that proves objectionable. What more can you
possibly need or desire to complete the picture ?

C.E.
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NOTES AND REVIEWS

RETURNING TO THE COUNTRY.

WHAT appears to be a serious determin-

ation to bring about a reflex move-
ment from urban to rural life, is attracting
public attention throughout the Eastern and
Middle states, and in the more thickly settled
regions west of the Appalachian range.
This is manifesting itself in several ways.
Immigration societies are devoting their
energies to the persuasion of their wards not
to stop in the large cities, but to pass on at
once to the country and there enter upon
agricultural pursuits for their financial and
moral gain. “Charities” in recent issues
has shown the wisdom of this step, con-
clusively. Quite as earnest an effort is
also being made by American economic
writers to induce those already settled in the
city to live in the country, even though they
must work in town; and the trolley makes
this possible. The chief obstacle to be over-
come, however, is not the physical possibility
of the proposition, but the creation of a wil-
lingness on the part of people of limited
means to try the experiment.

Heretofore it has been accepted as an
economic axiom that the laborer and mechanic
must live adjacent to their daily tasks, and
the whole tenement house difficulty has been
also accepted as a necessary consequence.
It is difficult to question the moral and phy-
sical advantages of a rural life for the city
worker and his family once the possibility
is conceded, and it is to bring about this con-
cession that Mr. Powell has written his vigor-
ous demonstration.* He points out that
three factors have made this possible. These
are: the trolleys, already referred to; the
rural telephone, and rural free delivery, con-
cerning which the Post Office Department
has promised that in a very few years every
square mile of our country shall be covered
by their service.

The entire subject of a self-supporting
rural home is considered in detail, and a
very reasonable argument is made by the

*The Country Home. By E. P. Powell. New York:
McClure, Phillips & Co. MCMIV. 383 pp. Illustrated.
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author for its entirely practicable application.
The result is well summed up in the follow-
ing quotation (p. 371):

“A lawyer and his wife have become my
neighbors. She is the refined daughter of a
notable minister, all of whose youth had been
spent in the city. I asked her if she would
be willing to go. back to her former method
of life. ‘Not on any account whatever!
Why, just think of it! Not one dollar for
rent! We own our own house—built it our-
selves—put our own notions into it. We
are no longer eating and sleeping in other
folks’ houses. Then we have our own eggs,
chickens, and fruit. Why, down in that
cellar are twenty-four barrels of our own
apples—Northern Spys, Greenings, Gilli-
flowers, Spitzenburgs. And there are splen-
did fresh vegetables all summer long—peas,
potatoes, and beans and cabbages, and
bushels of them for winter. Dear me! the
idea of ever again going around the corner
to buy a half-peck of peas! Miserable,
half-dried things! But we didn’t know any
better then; we do now. Then there are
little Joe and Ned! It would be just positive
cruelty to shut them up in city life—houses
and streets! But here they go it all the day
long, playing, helping, romping, happy and
healthy, and out of bad influences. See
there; just look in there!” I saw a snug
little room, dark but for a narrow window.
‘Do you shut them in there when they are
bad?" I said. ‘What a question! No, sir
Just look again!” Sure enough; the wall
on one side held shelves literally full of tum-
blers of jellies and jars of preserved fruits.
‘All my own putting up, out of our own gar-
den! Do you hear that? Nobody else’s
stuff—except the pineapple and orange.’
The opposite shelves were filled with Hubbard
squashes and golden pumpkins. At one end
hung bunches of herbs. It was clear that
my friend was in love with the country. ‘Oh,
yes,” she said, ‘the snow and cold weather
can’t be kept out of the country, nor out of
the city, either; but a country house can be
made so comfortable that we rather enjoy a
storm.” ”’
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Figure 20

walls and ornamentation are made of con-
crete. Part of the interior of the house is
also fireproof construction, consisting of
concrete slabs reinforced with expanded metal
supported upon steel beams.

Illustration 14 shows a concrete chapel in
the Spanish Mission style, ornamented with
marble mosaic. This building will be erected
at Auriesville, N. Y., and ornamentation will
be borrowed from Indian patterns. The

Spanish Mission style lends itself particularly .

to this system of construction, and numerous
examples of the style abound in this country.
Partitions.—Partitions are either built of
hollow terra-cotta or plaster blocks and plas-
tered or made of solid plaster stiffened with
metal lath braced with iron channels or angles.
Figure 15 shows a partition built of hollow
terra-cotta, and Figure 16, metal lath and plas-
ter partitions, that shown at (a) being made
of one thickness of lath, and that at (b) two
thicknesses of lath filled in solid between.
Roors.—The usual method of construct-
ing fireproof roof where structural steel is
used is to make the roof of tee bars supported
upon steel beams and fill in between the bars
with terra-cotta book tile about 3 inches
thick, as shown in Figure 17; on top of this
a concrete filling can be placed in which are
embedded wood sleepers to secure the tile
or slate. Sometimes the tile or slate is nailed
directly to the book tile, if the latter are
made porous.
Where lightness and cheapness are desired,
a special form of tile is used which is made
to set directly on angle or tee bars without any
filling of terra-cotta. This is especially
adapted to house construction. Figure 18
shows the detail of this construction.
Figure 19 shows a garage, the walls of
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Inexpensive Methods of Fireproofing

which are built of terra-cotta block. The
floor of the loft is the long span terra-cotta
type shown in Figure 6. The roof is of
tile supported upon tee bars as shown in
Figure 18. This little house is a very good
example of fireproofing. The exterior is
plastered and pebble-dashed.

Reinforced concrete roofs are constructed
similar to reinforced concrete floors, but of
lighter construction.

Stairs.—Fireproof stairs are constructed
with steel horses, cast iron treads and risers,
or marble, slate, or other similar material,
secured to iron supports. The steel horses,
if desired, can be fireproofed with terra-cotta
blocks or concrete, also soffits of stairs can
be likewise fireproofed. This method,
however, makes the stairs bulky, and, for
domestic work, would be too expensive.

They can also be made of reinforced con-
crete throughout, having a finished coat of
cement for treads and risers, or covered
with wood as shown in figure 20. Another
method of finishing the treads and risers
consists of coating the concrete with }-inch
thickness of Magnesialith patent flooring
or similar material, as shown in Figure 21.
This makes a very good finish, and can be
obtained in different colors.

In building reinforced concrete stairs, it
is not necessary to use horses, the whole
flight being considered as an inclined beam,
and reinforced with rods or metal fabric
in the soffit. The soffit and outside strin
of the stairs can be plastered or ornamenteg
as desired. .

Cost.—By comparison of the cost of fire-
proof construction versus wood construction
for dwelling-houses, it is found the additional
cost for the former is not as great as has been

SreeL - Rooo -
&°=-0-C-
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Figure 21
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House and Garden

of the day as men of striking peculiarities or
of depraved lives. We are justified in saying,
therefore, that at all times Brissac has well
played its part in the making of that phase
of the history of France which is to be read
in the strongholds of its nobles, quite as
much as in the halls of its royal palaces.
Though, as we have said, the old feudal
castle has been more than once razed to the
ground and has for the most part now given
way to a seven storeyed product of the
Renaissance, the towers of Brissac have
braved the storms of ages and have come
down to us from those days when it was the
capital of a country described in the dog
Latin of the period as Pagus Bragascensis.
The modern name of Brissac occurs for
the first time in an account book of 1480;
but it is more than probable that Bracaceo-
rum, Bracosachs and Bracasae as the forti-
fied stronghold of the tenth century was
written, was so pronounced by the local
peasantry. The Counts of Anjou added to
the old keep from time to time, bridges were
thrown across the Aubarne and water-mills
constructed in its immediate neighbourhood.
In 1068 Geoffroy le Barbu, who was count of
part of Anjou, rebelled against his brother
Fulk Rechin and laid siege to Brissac, but was
taken prisoner with a thousand of his knights
in front of the stronghold itself. It would
seem, however, that even at this time it was
not the habitual residence of the Counts of
Anjou. In the year 1100 they were repre-
sented by Archalos, later on Seneschal of
Anjou, whe with the consent of Fulk the
younger surrendered to the Abbey of Fontév-
rault the right of levying toll at Brissac.
The Chemillés became hereditary governors
in course of time. Thus in 1105, Pierre de
Chemillé is described as Lord, or rather as
Governor of Brissac; but in 1112 Fulk the
younger led his army there, doubtless to
show that he was liege lord of the country.
In October, 1208, Guy de Thouars, who had
married Eustache de Mauleon, Lady of
Chemillé, became Lord of Brissac and was
confirmed in its possession by Philip Augus-
tus, who had taken the side of Prince Arthur
of Brittany and Anjou against his uncle
John, King of England. The new governor
did not, however, remain for long in the good
graces of his sovereign, for in 1204 he trans-
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ferred Brissac to Guillaume des Roches,
and on capturing it on Ascension day, 1206,
razed its fortifications to the ground.

Though the over lordship of Brissac was
long debated between the kings of England
and France, the Chemillés, Pierre, Jean, Guy
and Thomas were its governors from 1240 to
1380 when Jean de La Haye-Passavant
married Thomasine de Chemillé. He was
succeeded by Bertrand de La Haye in 1394.
In 1416 Jean de La Haye rendered homage
to his liege Lord for Brissac but ceded it in
1434 to Pierre de Brézé, Lord of Maulévrier,
in Normandy, who already owned the pond
and the mills ten years before Louis XI.
confiscated his son’s, Jean de Brézé’s, estates
when he was convicted of the murder of his
wife Charlotte the natural daughter of King
Charles VII. by the beautiful Agnes Sorel.
The property was, however, restored to his
son, Louis de Brézé, by the king on his mar-
riage with Yolande de La Haye-Passavant,
a descendant of the former owners. Louis
de Brézé, Grand Seneschal of Normandy, did
homage for Brissac on September gth, 1498;
but sold the castle and its appurtenances to
Réné de Cossé on January 29th, 1502. At
that time the whole estate consisted of the
castle, the ponds, four water- and two wind-
mills, some farms and the feudal dues raised
on the surrounding country. Its importance
was, however, far less then than a few years
later on, as it was only then a chatellenie.

The Cossés who shortly exchanged their
name and title of Cossé Lords of Brissac for
that of Cossé-Brissac claim descent from
Cocceius Nerva. This may or may not be
true; but the fact remains that they can
trace their pedigree back to the thirteenth
century when they held Cossé-le-Vivien in
Poitou. Fiatre de Cossé was Gentleman of
the Wardrobe to King Philip- Augustus,
whilst Roland de Cossé accompanied Louis
IX. to the Holy Land.

Réné de Cossé made very considerable
additions to the property, which he had pur-
chased, and commenced the restoration of
the village church. He was Lord High
Baker and Grand Falconer of France, and
was appointed Governor of Anjou and
Governor of the children of King Francis I,
whom he accompanied when they were
despatched as hostages to Spain in 1530.
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The Chiteau de Brissac

Brissac’s French soldiers turned up in those
blood and travel-stained rags and tatters
which they had worn on many an expedition.
Bezion de Villars says that the Spanish
general professed to be heartily ashamed
of the contrast between the men of the two
detachments and that he gave vent to his
feelings to Brissac: “You have taught me
a most valuable lesson. Whilst my men are
clad like damsels, yours appear like soldiers
whose finest clothing are the stains and
grime which they have received on the field
of honor.”

Fighting in Flanders, Brissac displayed
the greatest courage, when wounded and
almost unarmed he held the enemy at bay
with his broken sword until his own forces
had time to come up and rescue him. This
act of valour impressed King Francis 1. so
much that he publicly invited him to drink
out of his cup.

His patriotism was even more conspicuous
still during the campaign of the French army
in Savoy. His troops had been victorious
in Piedmont but were disbanded without
pay. In their indignation they asked their
leader, with threats, where they could obtain
bread. “From me as long as it lasts,” was
his reply. The local merchants gave the
army what it required on his word of honor
that they would be paid. On his return to
France he found that the Guises, who then
ruled the country, were little disposed to meet
his engagements so he turned round to his
wife: ‘“Here are men who have risked their
all on my word. The Minister will not pay
them and they are ruined. Let us put off the
marriage we were contemplating for Madem-
oiselle de Brissac and let us give these wretches
what we had destined for her dowry.” With
the funds thus secured and with borrowed
money, he was able to pay the merchants
half that was due to them and gave them
full and ample security for the remainder.
His beauty was said to have enamoured the
lovely Diane de Poitiers and to have excited
the jealousy of King Henry II., who kept
him out of harm’s way by employing him as
much as possible in Italy.

His brother, Artus de Cossé, was also re-
nowned for his courage, and likewise raised
to the rank of a Field Marshal. When he
was appointed Minister of France his wife,
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who belonged to the old family of Pui-
Grissier, but who always put her foot in it,
came to make her obeisance to the Queen:
“Faith, ma’am,” said she, ‘“Without this
appointment we were ruined for we owed a
hundred thousand crowns. Thank God, we
have paid this debt within the year and have
earned another hundred thousand crowns
with which we hope to buy some fine prop-
erty.”. This stupid remark amused the
Queen and the Court immensely, but was
profoundly distasteful to her husband who
sent her home on the spot.

The great architect of the family fortunes
was, however, Charles de Cossé’s son, Charles
I1., first Count and then Duc de Brissac. He
was one of the Leaders of the League and
had earned such a reputation for valour and
generalship, that when he was taken prisoner
at Falaise, Henry, King of Navarre, after-
wards Henry IV. of France, wrote to the
Comtesse de Gramont: “I have won Ivry,
Argenton and Falaise, but I have done far
more for I have taken Brissac prisoner.” He
was appointed Field Marshal in 1593 and
Governor of Paris for the League in 1594.
The conversion of Henry to Roman Catholi-
cism enabled the new governor to surrender
the capital with a clear conscience to the King
of France and of Navarre, who made his
solemn entry on March 22d, 1594.

In the meanwhile Brissac itself had been
a bone of contention between the various
factions and had suffered considerable dam-
age from both Huguenots and Catholics
alike, as they in their turn captured the strong-
hold from one another until finally Judith
d’Acigné, Countess de Brissac, was author-
ized to take up her residence there, on condi-
tion that the fortifications were razed to the
ground.

One of the first objects of her husband was,
therefore, once peace had been restored to
France, to repair the ravages made by time
and by civil war. In 1607 he laid the founda-
tions of the northwest pavilion which consists
of seven storeys and rises to a height of 143
feet from the ground. In 1615, Jacques
Dangluse was appointed architect in chief
and was assisted in his work by Michael
Hutin and Charles Corbineau, who together
with him superintended the works until
1620. Edmé Pothier who had come to live at
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Pont de Cé in 1621, Pierre Gosselin and
Louis Gillion, all artists of renown, looked
after the interior decorations, the woodwork
was left in charge of Antoine Harmot and
Réné Legras and the glass of Pallustre and
Colleart. The present building rose on the
ruins of the old one and was shortly ready
for the reception of rofalty.

It was here, as we have already noted, that
Marie de Medici was reconciled with her son
Louis XIII. on August 13th, 1619. The
King had been awaiting his mother with
impatience. They met but a short distance
from Brissac and embraced with the greatest
affection. They were received right royally
by Charles de Cossé, Field Marshal of
France, and the reconciliation was cemented
by a residence of five days under a common
roof. The king had given letters patent to
his host raising Brissac to the rank of a
Duché-pairie, but the Parliament had hither-
to refused to register them. It was not until
July 8th, 1620, that this formality was carried
into effect. The Duc de Brissac did not,
however, live long to enjoy his new honours
as he died in the following June.

It would be easy to dwell at considerable
length on the subsequent history of this illus-
trious family. Many stories have been told
by Tallemant des Reaux, by the Duc de
Saint Simon and by those other scandal-
mongers who have handed down to us the
gossip of the French Court. One of the
most extraordinary characters in the family
was the Marquis d’Assigny who was a
travesty of Don Quixote. He used to send
messengers into the forests of Brittany to
warn him of the numerous fair ladies who
were held prisoners in their castles and
strongholds. He pretended to go to the spot
and returned a different way boasting the
whole time of his deeds of chivalry. When
his servants were at dinner a man would rush
in and tell them that the enemy were ap-
proaching the castle. They would immedi-
ately arm and sally forth in search of the foe
only to learn that the imaginary force had
fled on learning how well they were prepared
for their reception.

Another peculiar member of the family
was the Maréchale de La Meilleraye. They
were discussing the death of the Chevalier
de Soissons, a man of notoriously bad life and
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a brother of Prince Eugene of Savoy: “So
far as I am concerned,” said she, “I am sure
God would think twice before consigning a
man of such illustrious birth to eternal per-
dition.” She married General St. Ruth as
her second husband. Her tongue was sharp
and she led him a life. He used to lose his
temper and beat her. The king sent for
him on several occasions and remonstrated
with him; but he generally gave way on the
slightest provocation. He was given ap-
pointments first in Guyenne and then in Ire-
land where he lost his life at the battle of
Aughrim just as he was on the point of win-
ning the day for King James II.

The fourth Duke married a sister of the
Duc de St. Simon; but was not much be-
loved by his satirical brother-in-law who
attacks him without mercy in his Memorrs.
On his death without issue, in 1698, his
estates were much involved and an inter-
esting point arose. There were doubts in
St. Simon’s mind as to whether he could
afford to take up the castle and whether he
could otherwise succeed to the dukedom.
The fourth Duke’s sister, the Maréchale de
Villeroy, gave way to him for the honour of
the family. The Dukes were, however,
divided in their opinions, some of them such as
the Duc de Rohan, hoped to enhance their
prestige by reducing their number and
argued that the title ought only to descend
from father to son in direct succession. The
others, such as the Ducs de St. Simon, de La
Tremoille, de Chevreuse and de Beauvil-
liers, were fearful for their own privileges.
It was not much more than a century since
this title had first been given outside the
charmed circle of the royal family and they
were anxious to preserve its inheritance to
all their descendants without exception. The
dispute waxed warm but St. Simon eventu-
ally prevailed, and the fifth Duke took the
oath on May 6th, 1700.

His son, Jean Paul Timoleon, the sixth
Duke, distinguished himself by his retort
to the Comte de Charolais, who, finding him
with his mistress said to him:

“Leave the room, Sir.”

“Sir, your highness’s forefathers would
have said: ‘Let us leave the room.” ”

The eighth Duke, though at one time the
lover of Madame Dubarry, was a man of the
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are a2 mass of débris, a crumbled tower, a
shattered cloister or a shapeless heap of adobe
bricks. The missions were not alone churches;
they were quarters, walled rectangles with
apartments for priests, soldiers, shops, but
they were built of such poor adobe that dis-
integration has taken place where a more
substantial building would have survived.
Another cause of regret at their decay lies in
the fact that.old travelers still speak of the
hospitality of those missions which provided
food and shelter. Situated about a day’s
journey apart on the main route of travel in
the then little settled California, they were a
haven of rest to wayfarers. Horses were the
only means of transportation and the weary
prospector could ride up at night to one of
these hospitable hostelries and be assured of a
welcome from priest or sacristan who met
him at the door. A bath, a hearty meal and
a hospitable bed awaited him and if desired
he could start out the next day with fresh
horses and a guide. This fact alone ought
to insure their preservation as typical of early
frontier hospitality before the days of rail-
roads and hotels.

A project 1s on foot to open up in a satis-
factory way this El Camino, the road which
for a distance of hundreds of miles leads from
one mission to another. It winds through
sheltered valleys, past prosperous fruit ranches,
olive groves and smiling landscapes, and
if this is carried out the tourist will not
only have a delightful glimpse of California’s
prosperities, but will pass from one mission
to another and view romantic places that now
one has to go off the beaten track to see. A
plan coincident with the opening of the road
1s to restore the missions and replace as far as
possible their contents. Some idea of the
value of these may be gained from knowledge
that the bells of the Santa Cruz church cost
four thousand dollars, and its silver plate
thirty thousand. The San Fernando Rey
Mission has already been restored by the
Landmarks Club of Los Angeles.

It will be difficult to duplicate the original

buildings as some have fallen into ruins that
scarcely show the form, size and shape.
Even in those that are not ruined the doves
in many instances have nested in images and
reredos. An interesting feature of nearly all
the churches were the confessionals built in
one side with huge doors and iron hinges and
gratings that still remain. In many missions
the decorations have been covered with a
coat of whitewash by practica] latter-dav
priests and are partially if not wholly ruined.
At San Luis Rev, some of the old mural
decorations remain, but at Santa Barbara all
that remains of the old decorations are found
in reredos and arches. Here and at some
other missions are remnants of old paintings,
which competent critics agree should be pre-
served.

A few detractors claim that the missions
in their teaching of the Indians were a failure,
and that they simply enslaved a people who
were free before their founding and that the
buildings flourished for the benefit of those
priests who indulged in six good table courses
daily. Such people contend that the sooner
the buildings are removed as rubbish the
better, as they are not monuments which were
employed for the elevation of mankind. The
sentiment for the repair and restoration of
these structures is, however, widespread and
there is every reason to suppose that in the
end the connecting road will convey sight-
seers from one mission to another, and these
beauties of California will be preserved as
treasured historical curiosities of the State
before her so-called pioneer days. One
thing 1s certain: these old missions mark
the storms of a century and are fast becoming
the habitation of owls and lizards. To see
these buildings is like turning the pages of
the past. Some were twenty years 1n the
building, most had bells from Spain, and in
some were vessels of silver centuries old,
lifelike images, rich priestly garbs and writ-
ings that have been accredited to the brave
Father Serra through whose efforts thev
were founded.
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HOUSE AND GARDEN CORRESPONDENCE

TREATMENT FOR NORTH DINING-ROOM

I wish to ask your assistance in deciding upon a color
scheme for a north dining-room. This room has two
windows opening on the north side. There is also a
window opening on a court. The dimensions of the
room are 18 x 21. There is a small hall between this
room and the library. The library is of southern expo-
sure, and the color scheme employed here is mostly in the
soft shades of dull green; furniture and woodwork of
mahogany. 1 wish to obtain an effect of dignity and
liveableness combined, in my dining-room, if this is
possible. The ceiling, I have neglected to say, is 10
feet high. 1 am willing to put in a wainscot if you think
it desirable, but the room is so uncheerful as it now stands,
that I am afraid more woodwork would add to its gloom.
The standing woodwork and floor are of oak. My
furniture is also of oak and of a handsome heavy pattern,
but is light in color. The walls now are crimson; the
ceiling a light pinkish yellow. 1 am most dissatisfied
with the room. I have put fluted crimson silk over the
glass of the window opening on the court. This window
is set about 18 inches back with radiator set under, from
floor reaching to the sill. H.S. H.

Your room as described promises well. I will begin
by suggesting that you have the varnish removed from
your oak furniture and restain and finish it. Choose a
soft brown stain. The English Oak Wood Tint, I think,
would be very satisfactory. Finish with a dull surface.
The woodwork of room should match this in color and
finish. Cover the walls with pumpkin yellow Japanese
grass cloth setting oak styles about 3} inches wide at
intervals of three feet. These will cover the joining of
the grass cloth and should member with the lower mem-
ber of plate-rail. The plate-rail should be about 3}
inches wide; this wainscot effect should extend seven
feet from floor. The upper third of your wall should
be covered with a paper showing pine tree tops against
a rich yellow sky-line. The varying greens of the trees
and the dull browns of the boles and pine cones make a
delightful harmony with the soft nut brown of the wood-
work, and the deep strong yellow of the wall and back-
ground. The ceiling should be tinted a lighter shade of
yellow than is shown in the frieze, this in turn is lighter
than the Japanese grass cloth.

Your oak flooring should be treated with Pollard
Oak Wood Tint and finished with two coats of *Flor-
satin.” This finish has the full beauty of wax but is
very easy to care for and much more durable than wax.

Your deep window may be made effective by having
a mirror set in its full length. The effect of leaded glass
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may be given this by setting a frame over it. This can
be made of wood and stained with Black Oak Wood
Tint. This frame should be fastened securely to the
sides of the window set close against the glass. Yellow
raw silk showing a satin brocade upon it would make
effective window draperies hung next the glass. At the
two north windows reaching to the floor these curtains
should be supplemented by curtains of fine point tapestry
showing a design of pine trees against a dull yellow
and old blue ground. These tapestry curtains should
also be used in the doorway. A rug of two tone moss-
green Wilton would complete the color scheme of this
room. The chair seats may be of tapestry or of heavy
green leather. All fixtures and hardware should be of
dull brass.
MARGARET GREENLEAF.

FINISH FOR A MAN’S DEN

Please suggest the finish for a man’s den, this to include
book-cases built in, and, also, I wish a scheme for an
attractive fireplace. I have a very beautiful Mexican
Seraphi which I desire to feature in the room. I should
like to use it on the wall. The room is 12 x14. The
ceiling I would like to have beamed. ~The simple lines
of Arts & Crafts Designs appeal to me. W.F.D.

I publish two views of a man’s den, which I hope will
show you the way to arrange your study to your satis-
faction. The ““Seraphi” should be used as a central
decoration over the mantel, as shown in the drawing.
The walls above the wainscot should be of rough sanded
finished plaster treated with oil paint in a shade of soft
dull tan.  The last coat of paint to have much turpentine
added, as this gives a dull effect. The woodwork of
cypress should be stained dead black. This includes
also the beams of the ceiling. Between the beams the
plaster should be tinted a trifle lighter shade of yellow
than the side walls. The same shade is shown in the
unglazed tiles of the fireplace. Straight curtains of olive-
green pongee should be run on brass rods by a casing
at the top and be finished with a three-inch hem at the
sill, hanging straight. The rug in this room must show
some of the green and tan. All fixtures, hardware and
andirons should be of wrought iron. By avoiding any
over decoration in the way of pictures and bric-a-brac,
this room may be made most artistic. The furniture,
of course, should be on the same simple lines and very
little variety of color introduced in any way.

MARGARET GREENLEAF.
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The Interior Finish and Furnishing of the Small House

recently, had no thought or ambition other
than to secure the most desirable location
and a cottage in the best repair for his $20 a
month, has now realized that for a like
monthly payment the property may become
his own. With this realization has awakened
the ambition to make of his house, however
small, a real home,—this explains the change
in the architecture of the small house in
recent years. When an architect plans for
the individual the result is, or should be,
characteristic, and therefore much more
interesting than where one design serves for
dozens of houses.

The wise man in building for himself a
home, considers site, environment, and the
proposed floor plan relatively, and designs
his interior decoration and even furnishing,
with these various points well in mind.
Fortunately, with the passing of jig-saw work
and grills from the wood trim of the interior,
the brass and onyx table, the plush covered
rocker, with all that these stand for in furni-
ture, is fast disappearing.

Suitability, dignity and simplicity of line
and treatment, well handled masses of color,
with values carefully considered, are the
points that make for success in the interior
finish, decoration, and furnishing of a small
house. However inexpensive the wood
chosen for the standing woodwork, it is now
possible to obtain beautiful effects by its
treatment with stains and dull varnishes.
Built-in seats, ingle-nooks, bookcases, buffets,
etc., go far toward furnishing the rooms, and
at small additional expense when considered
in the original plan of the house. Windows
also may be made most decorative.

The architectural detail of the interior of
a residence should be in complete harmony
with the exterior. This is, of course, the
responsibility of the architect. The wall
covering, drapery, and furniture, however,
are not always so well selected, yet in these
details harmony is quite as important.

The fan-shaped transom and leaded side
lights which frame the ivory panels of a
Colonial front door should light a hallway
where the standing woodwork is of ivory
enamel, accentuated by mahogany doors,
with the hand rail and newel post of the
stairs also of mahogany. So far the architect’s
hand is shown. But to complete this hall a
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paper of Colonial design with furniture to
match should be selected. This consider-
ation of exterior, interior and furnishing
together, is appllcable to the small house as
well as to the mansion.

In deciding the color scheme for the interior
of a house the woodwork is frequently made
the keynote for the whole. A stain of some
soft nut-brown shade—seemingly Nature’s
own coloring—is given the dull finish that
serves best to bring out the full beauty of the
grain. Where rooms open well together the
tone dominating the principal room should
be repeated in the adjoining apartments.

Many householders are possessed of certain
furnishings which, for reasons of economy,
or from association must be retained. When
this is so these should be carefully looked
over and mentally adjusted to the new rooms.
By having them well in mind that scheme of
finish and decoration can be determined upon
which will prove the best setting for them.

There is no call, and indeed, no place for
period furnishing in the small and inexpen-
sive house. If one be the fortunate possessor
of some old pieces of mahogany, suggestive
of Colonial days, it is well in making new
purchases to select something built on Chip-
pendale, Heppelwhite Colonial, or Georgian
lines. There is an excellent chair called
“Windsor” fashioned after those used by
the Pilgrim fathers, and brought by them
overseas. These are made in mahogany
and birch, and sell for six and eight dollars
each, and may be given any finish desired;
not only are the lines of these chairs good,
but they are also most comfortable.

In the furnishing of a house where the
interior architectural detail shows the simple
lines of the one here described, there is no
furniture more fitting than that of the so-
called Mission or Arts and Crafts. It is not,
however, impossible to use a piece or two of
this style furniture where other chairs and
tables are of mahogany, provided the latter
are not Oriental or French in style.

The house of which this article treats, was
well planned and well built, and in the plan-
ning the needs of its occupants were carefully
considered and met.

The low-studded front door was of Dutch
design, the upper section filled with leaded
bull’s-eye glass, against which hung a dull
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House and Garden

green curtain of raw silk. This wide door
opened hospitably into a living-hall, in dimen-
sions 12x18 feet; the standing woodwork,
including wainscot and beams, was entirely
simple in form and treatment. The wainscot
showed flat panels with unmoulded stiles and
rails. The wood was selected ash, the beauti-
ful grain well brought out by the greenish-
brown stain known as Bog Oak,—this was
given a perfectly flat finish. The three feet
of wall above the wainscot to the heavy
molding at the ceiling line was covered in
tapestry paper showing the soft greens of
foliage, picked out with some yellow and the
dull brown of tree boles melting into a smoky
blue background. This paper cost but sixty
cents a roll of eight yards, and made a most
acceptable wall covering used above the
brown green of the wainscot. The yellow
tones shown in some of the foliage was re-
peated in the ceiling tints. This room opened
mnto the dining-room. The wide fireplace
here was flanked on either side by built-in
seats or ingle-nooks, above which shelves
were set. The woodwork in this room was
more decidedly brown, showing no green, but
harmonized perfectly with that of the hall.
The dining-room furniture had been pur-
chased in an unfinished state, was also of ash,
and stained and finished to match the brown
woodwork. The rough plaster between the
beams of the ceiling and showing above the
wainscot, was stained a deep pumpkin-yel-
low,—a color which was a stronger shade of
that used on the ceiling in the hall. The
casement windows showed small square
panes. At the western end of the room
these were set high above the wainscot. The
wide shelf which formed the sill, held a
row of blue and white pots, in which sym-
metrical dwarf pine trees were planted. Run
on slender brass rods, placed close against
the glass, were yellow, soft linen curtains,—
these had been made from old linen sheets,
dyed to exactly match the tint of the plaster.
When the room was completed it was dis-
covered that the Milwaukee brick, of which
the fireplace and mantel were made, showed
an irregularity of color that in some places
was not in harmony with the color of side
walls and curtains; it was therefore deter-
mined to stain these. The mortar was care-
fully scraped out and the bricks given a coat
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of Pollard Oak Wood Tint; this brought
them to a more even tone, and showed a tint
of brown harmonizing with, though much
lighter, than the color of the woodwork. The
mortar was stained in mixing and showed
almost black when the bricks were re-
pointed. The fixtures and hardware in this
room were of wrought iron, simple almost to
crudeness in design and make. Over the
centre of the dining-table, suspended from
the beam above by iron chains, was a spread-
ing shade of porcelain; over this was placed
a flounce of fluted silk, in a much deeper,
browner shade of yellow than that used on the
plaster; this was trimmed about with heavy
silk fringe in the same color. The effect was
extremely decorative and rich in appearance,
the cost, however, was but little. Clustered
under this porcelain shade was a group of
electric light bulbs.

Much blue and white china was used in this
dining-room. Some especially good pieces
selected for decorative use were set upon the
plate rail, which finished the wainscot, where
they showed well against the yellow back-
ground. On a small teak-wood stand on the
dining-table was a wide-lipped brass basin.
From the centre of this, apparently unsup-
ported, sprung straight stalks of blue flags,
the sword like leaves and conventional blos-
soms making a most decorative effect. This
brass bowl had been picked up in Chinatown
and was a barber’s bowl. The joined sec-
tions of metal set in the bottom of it were also
Chinese in construction and was known as a
turtle, the stems of the flowers were intro-
duced into each section and thus held firmly
in place, the bowl being half filled with water.

A blue, white and gray Japanese rug was
used under the table, the floor of maple hav-
ing been treated to a coat of golden-yellow
stain was finished with a soft polish. The
same stain and finish were used on the floors
throughout the house, all those on the first
floor being of maple.

The living-hall, which, perhaps, by right
of precedence, should have been described
first, had curtains in its doorway of a domestic
tapestry which repeated the color and design
of the tapestry paper used above the wain-
scot,—this tapestry is fifty inches in width
and sells for $2.75 a yard. On the dining-
room side of the door a dull blue cotton velvet
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House and]Garden

rugs were used on the floor,—these had been
picked up at various auctions, and, save in
time expended in seeking them, had been
moderate in price. A Khiva Bokhara, show-
ing the beautiful mulberry red one finds in
them, mingled slightly with dull blues, greens
and black, was the chef-d’@uvre among them.
The fixtures in this room, as well as the hard-
ware, were of brush brass, simple in design.
The built-in book-shelves were well filled and
much care was taken in the placing of books
to make an attractive color arrangement of
their bindings. No smallest detail of color
effect was missed in the furnishing of this
room. The table, Morrns chair, several
straight chairs, and the desk were all of Arts
and Crafts design and of black oak. The
mulberry red of the Khiva rug was repeated
in the crinkled sheepskin with which the
cushions of the Morris chair were covered.
A tall green vase of Chinese ware had been
converted into a lamp which wore a shade of
pierced metal, lined with green silk. Few
pictures were used. Some pieces of copper
and brass in quaint shapes were placed
decoratively; against the wainscot a frag-
ment of plaster frieze was hung, stained
brownish yellow and given a wax finish.
Except the rugs in this room there was
nothing which was really costly in its furnish-
ing. The chairs and heavy table had been
purchased from the same firm who made the
dining-room set. This furniture can be had
in all of the simple designs suggestive of the
Arts and Crafts which are now so favored.
They are well made and strong but simple in
construction so that their cost is nominal.
Opening from this living-hall on the north
side was a small room fitted as a smoking-
room and den. Here the walls were covered
with two-toned dull blue fibre paper, the
woodwork was stained black. The ceiling
to the picture rail, which was set at the tops
of doors and windows, was tinted in a shade
of cafe au lait that was repeated in straight
pongee curtains which hung at the windows,
these were decorated across the lower end
with a conventionalized stencil design in
blue, dull old red and black.

The mistress of the house had not only done
this work but made and designed the stencil.
These curtains were very beautiful and Ori-
ental in appearance. Some rich bits of
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Oriental embroidery had been converted into
pillow covers and were used on a long deep
window seat, which served as a lounging
place in this inviting room. The mattress
pad which covered this seat was upholstered
in dull blue velveteen, and beside the em-
broidered pillows referred to, there were
others covered in raw silk in shades of dull
green, blue and old red. Hongkong wicker
chairs were used here, and they also were
furnished with soft loose cushions. A collec-
tion of interesting foreign photographs framed
in narrow flat black frames were well grouped
on the walls, the blue paper making an excel-
lent background. Tabourets and low stands
of teak-wood and black stained oak were
conveniently placed. The stands held brass
and copper jardiniéres with growing plants.

The rug was a Wilton of small Persian
pattern, reproducing all of the various colors
used in the room.

The kitchen which was only divided from
the dining-room by a butler’s pantry of
narrow confines, was not the least attractive
feature. The standing woodwork here was
of yellow pine, and had been treated with
three coats of Shipoleum, a tough varnish
which well withstands heat and moisture,
and has so high a gloss as to render it sanitary
and readily cleansed. Above the four-foot
wainscot, (ceiled, tongued and grooved) the
walls were covered with a washable paper,
of blue and white tile design. At the win-
dows were hung curtains of blue and white
linen crash. There were wide sills to these case-
ment windows, and on these were set red flower
pots in which grew geraniums. The cooking
utensils had been selected with much care,
and had decorative qualities as well as utility
to recommend them. The blue and white
enamel ware, the long-handled copper sauce-
pans and big-bodied brass boilers, added
greatly to the attractiveness of this unusual
kitchen. The floor was covered with blue
and white linoleum, and above the range the
chimney-breast was painted a strong brick
red in oils. Above the artistic qualities one
felt in looking at this room the thoroughly
sanitary and washable possibilities of every-
thing. Floor, wall covering, curtains, chim-
ney, all were capable of being thoroughly
cleansed with soap and water. A row of
potted flowers adds to the quaint effect.
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THE AMERICAN COUNTRY HOUSE

By E. P.

THE American country house is hardly

yet to be found. Its first principle is
that it shall fit the place where it stands. 1
have just driven by a new country house,
that, although not large, represents a Greek
temple; a medieval castle, with a tower;
a Swiss chalet; and something more; and,
of course, it has no possible adaptation to its
surroundings. It is foreign and composite;
a study in architecture, historical; and
neither pretty nor convenient. Precisely why
the owner built it is not easy to determine.
He probably saw a picture something like
this structure, and employed an architect to
make it cheap enough for him to build. Un-
fortunately I am not naming an exception.
Not far away, indeed the very next new house
that I saw was unpretentious enough, but
was positively square, and sitting about three
rods from-the road, with flower beds around
it, and three or four of what we call ‘‘orna-
mental’’ trees—two of them were white cut-
leaved weeping birches. You might have
labeled this building “Warranted to catch
the dust!” or “ A good observatory for watch-
ing the highway!” There was a bit of lawn
in front, two rods square or more, on which
lay a lawn-mower—evidently in daily use.
In sight, to right and left, and behind the
house, were brush heaps, weeds galore, and
in the distance potato fields and a half-
trimmed orchard. Bluntly, this is not living
in the country. It is a destroyed country or
desert life. The house itself, and the lawn,
and the trees, and the flower beds, neither
alone or combined, expressed an idea. Noth-
ing said home, or joy, or peace.

Not far away, and up a glen road, I came
upon another new house; very simple in its
surroundings and structure, with many native
trees standing around it; and a grove of
lindens to the right, under which 1 saw a
dozen or more hives of bees. Broad, roomy
verandas surrounded three sides of the house;
a spirit of welcome and ease filled the whole
place. The house itself sat easily among
the trees, and on a knoll, with slopes to the
south and east. On the side facing the sun-
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rise there was a big sun-bath window, and
on the opposite side there was a balcony,
from which the owner could look over the
hill slopes, and, swinging in his hammock,
could watch the sunset. I could not drive
by this house without a conviction that here
was something approaching the coming Amer-
ican country house. It sat so far back from
the street that a cloud of dust could not reach
it. Its surroundings were evenly and equally
beautiful, without any features of conven-
tional art; and there were no little bits of
lawns to be fussed over. The drainage was
easy, down an even slope, into the orchard;
where I judge it was used in a compost pile.
I noted a windmill which seemed to be draw-
ing water from a well, from which it was
carried directly into the house. The drives
were sufficiently broad and natural—turning
around groups of trees and shrubs, and then
from the house reaching the barn. To the
west there was a superb natural windbreak
of elms and maples. As near as I could
determine the smaller trees were native wild
cherries. Viewing the place as a whole,
you felt the lack of conventionalism, the quiet
simplicity, and the ease with which it could
be worked.

Half a mile farther, and in full sight of a
big, square, union schoolhouse, built directly
on the roadside and in the dust, was another
new country house—in proximity to the
village, and pretentious in proportion. This
time I had found “Old Colonial”—in shape,
in porches, and in color. There were some
Doric pillars—too big for the house (a good
fault); and the whole affair set out in the sun,
as if to dry. The yellow was disagreeably
conspicuous; while it would have been cool
and refreshing if seen in a grove of maples—
or partly concealed and partly revealed by
orchard trees. The big square house in the
country is suggestive of a large pocketbook,
of huge crops in storage; and is not disagree-
able if well surrounded by trees; and if not
surmounted by an observatory, which is never
used, and the accumulated cobwebs in which
can be seen from the street. A miserable
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style, however, is the combination of square,
solid, heavy walls with small pinched porches,
and narrow verandas—in which the railings
and spindles are so weak as to give way to a
foot pressure. This lack of proportions is one
of the most common and worst features of
our newer country houses—quite like a full-
grown man set on twelve-inch legs.

I have preferred to give a few of these illus-
trations, before asking and trying to answer
the question, “What ought the country house
to be, and be like.” The Norwegians have
a native style; so have the Swiss, and the
French, and nearly every other nation but
our own. An American country style can-
not, of course, be as definite as those of
smaller countries, with fewer variations of
scenery and methods of living. Our country
people range all the way from dairying dis-
tricts to corn-growing prairies; from the
wheat fields of Dakota to the olive orchards
in the valleys of California. A New Eng-
lander can hardly build with wisdom the
adobe ranch house of New Mexico, nor are
his house needs exactly those of the resident
of Georgia or Florida. Still there are
enough needs in common, throughout the
whole country, to create an American style.
In my illustrations I have suggested some
things that certainly must be omitted. As
a rule we may lay down the following points
as essential. In the first place the American
country house must not be a city house, or
an imitation of it. Its needs are entirely
different. But of this I enlarged sufficiently
in my former article. Next to this the country
house should “ possess the country”—that is,
have a good degree of retirement. I place
emphasis on this point, because so many of
our country homes line the roadside. They
do not possess that quiet and peaceful atmos-
phere, which should be a characteristic in
contrast with city life. Any one possessed
of five or ten acres can have his house, advan-
tageously, at quite a distance from the street;
if not in the centre of his property. This
will give him an advantage in reaching his
orchards and gardens as easily as he reaches
the street. He will not be much farther from
the people; and the cost of building a good
driveway will not be serious. I find that I
can sustain, in fine order, a half mile of drives,
with hedges, at very little annual expense.
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A well-made road or drive needs only watch-
fulness during driving showers, to keep it
in excellent condition for many years.

This rule of retirement should be modified
very decidedly, where farms are large and
population scarce. In such a case I believe
it 1s wise for owners to build on adjacent cor-
ners of their property, so that two or three,
or even four farmers, may have their houses
within call of each other. This makes a
co-operative group, of great value in case of
illness or danger. But in these days, when
we have the rural telephone, our houses are
very closely linked, even when not in sight of
each other. Country life now has nearly all
the advantages which twenty-five years ago
were confined to urban life. Rural free mail
delivery is a fine illustration of the new order.
Instead of crowding together to secure con-
veniences, they are brought to our doors,
wherever we are.

In the third place, the American country
house should be specifically endowed with a
good outlook. While in the country we fore-
go the pleasure of seeing people, we all the
more should be able to see trees, valleys and
hills. What we go out to find is communion
with Nature. Nearly every homestead in
the Eastern States can afford a knoll, or slope,
giving a delicious bit of scenery, or an out-
look over broad valleys, full of villages. The
countryman should take care to secure these
landscapes, as a part of his daily intellectual
and moral life. It is not easy to estimate how
largely such things go into the make-up of
children. Asa Gray used to call the trees
that filled the valley before him, his college
professors. Emerson insisted:

*‘One harvest from your field,
Homeward brought your oxen strong;
Another crop your acres yield,—
Which I gather in a song.”

I should place next in order the securing
of good drainage. In fact, sanitation is so
important that you may not rank this as a
requisite any less important than those
already mentioned. If a high point has been
selected for the house, it matters very little
what system you adopt for carrying off wast-
age—only carry it where it can be used; best
of all into a compost pile, several rods from
the house. Such a pile grown over with
squashes or melons during the summer is



The American Country House

never offensive or unsightly. I put with
this point an abundance of shade, because
it is a fact that trees do a great share of our
drainage work. They take up the poisonous
water, use the carbon gases it contains, and
send out wholesome oxygen or ozone for us to
breathe. It is hardly possible for a home
to be healthy without abundance of shade
trees—not only for the shade they afford, but
for the work they perform in drying and puri-
fying the soil. 1 am sorry so few people in
our villages and on our farms comprehend
this. I have seen noble shade trees cut down
for the purpose of letting “the sun dry up
the puddles quicker.” The sun will do it,
but it leaves the poison behind.

A country house and home should have,
after all the rest of its privileges are counted,
above all, a sort of unity, and unified
expression. I can explain this best by say-
ing that a man, with diverse features, has an
expression which combines them all. Yet
there are hundreds of country homes, many
of them costly and elaborate, that give no
expression whatever. They are simply a
composite of notions, built and planted.
Brush away all thought of imitating somebody
else. Let your house express yourself. Do
not be afraid of oddity, but do not seek it—for
then it becomes freakishness.

Now for the inside of the house. I do not
propose an essay on architecture, or upon
furnishing. There are, however, a few points
about which builders and owners are very
perverse. I shall sum them up very briefly:
(1) Invariably begin with a good cellar. Let
it be thoroughly ventilated, eight or nine feet
to the ceiling, and grouted so as to be as dry
as an upper room. It should be light, and
contain windows that admit sunshine. (2)
A country house requires a good old-fashioned
kitchen; large, well ventilated, and furnished
with every possible convenience. It should
be such a room as one can sit down in with
a homeful feeling. We are rapidly getting
away from our servitude to servants. Elec-
tricity will soon do most of our work. Some
of the trolley lines are already offering to
sell power to farmers, at a low rate. The
kitchen will soon be the power room of the
house. (3) Each member of the country
family should have a private room; a room
not easily invaded by any other person, where

Google

his or her individuality can be worked out.
Sleeping together should not be thought of;
and it is almost as important that two minds
shall not be brought into constant collusion.
(4) Social life should be provided for in a
large family room, with music and games.
This room may or may not serve as a recep-
tion-room for visitors. (5) The dining-room
should be cheerful, and cool, and associated
with the conservatory or greenroom—if there
be one. In other words, 1t should not suggest
dining, and nothing else. (6) A country
house, even of quite moderate cost, may have
a bath room as easily as a kitchen. Such
conveniences abolish the monstrous sight of
outdoor closets. (7) Big verandas, broad
and hearty, cost very little, and should be
invariably a distinctive feature of the country
house.

I asked a friend to give me half a
dozen rules, growing out of her own life, as
to the furnishing and management of a country
home. I quote from her reply: “My Dear
Sir: The chief trouble is either too much
fussing, or too little fussing. We either are
working ourselves to death, or we are slovenly.
My rules are: (1) Take down nearly all the
curtains, and dispose of them; they are
mostly terrible dust catchers, and not needed
where a house is well shaded. I prefer vines
growing on the outside. (2) Dispense with
lath and plaster, and ceil your rooms with
some pretty native wood. (3) Throw nearly
all the bric-a-brac out of the window. It is
most of it worthless from every standpoint,
and it makes lots of work. (4) Have just
as many fireplaces as you can work in.  There
is more comfort and pleasure and rest from
a fireplace than from any other household
appurtenance. (5) Have tight, hard floors
oiled, but not varmished—with no carpets and
few rugs. (6) Have your closets and cup-
boards and bookcases set into the walls;
this plan saves an immense amount of work,
beside expense. (7) Have a thoroughly good
well, drilled into the rock, and at least two
large cisterns—all of them piped into the
house. I have given you one of my notions
for each day in the week. I hope they will
do you good, and that you will agree with
them, as you think them over.” Every word
of which is most excellent advice that should
be taken to heart.
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parlor, children’s parlor, office, pantries
and halls; on the second floor are the
bedrooms, twelve in number, together with
dressing-room and baths, all approached
from a balcony around the Great Hall, and
most of them provided with exterior reading
balconies. The third floor contains the
servants’ sitting-rooms, bedrooms and baths,
reached by a special stairway from the
basement. In the basement are the main
kitchen, pantries, store-rooms, servants’ din-
ing-room, etc., and the heater, store and wine
cellars.

The veranda about two sides of the main
house is 20 feet wide with a stone pavement.

In the tower, which serves the two-fold
purpose of water-tower and observatory,
there are bedrooms, a completely equipped
gymnasium and a large and airy play-room
for the children. The tower forms the porte-
cochére where the main drive passes through it.

In the annex on the ground floor is the
billiard-room, lounging-room, private din-
ing-room and auxiliary kitchen with pantries,
besides a wide private veranda. On the
second floor is the owner’s private bedroom
suite with parlors, library, baths, balconies,
sun-parlors and maids’-rooms, while above on
the third floor are more bedrooms and baths;
the laundry is in the basement. In all there
are about fifty rooms and ten bath rooms in
the house.

The principal rooms are finished in hard-
wood with elaborate carvings, wainscots,
cornices and ornamental plaster ceilings.
There are open fireplaces in all important
rooms with mantels of stone, marble, brick
and wood. The bath rooms are all finished
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in marble and tile. The bedrooms are
decorated in bright colors in several styles
with some especially elaborate Empire de-
signs. The principal first storey rooms are
in the late English styles or are of pure classic
design; the walls are frescoed or in solid
colors with tapestry hangings. Special fur-
niture is provided in many of the important
rooms and a feature of the house are the
many nooks and window-seats.

The electric work is elaborate, and new
lighting features and color schemes have been
freely introduced. A complete system of
fire apparatus and hose lines has also been
placed in the house.

The stable is situated at one corner of the
grounds, heavily screened from the house by
plants; it is about 100 feet by 125 feet “U”’
shaped, with the stable yard and shed at
centre and the coachman’s house in one
wing; it is of the same material and style of
architecture as the house. Ten stalls are
provided, large carriage-rooms, harness-
rooms, wash-rooms, tool-rooms, automobile-
room and owner’s office with bedrooms for
the men and special dining-room and kitchen;
the hay loft is extensive.

The distinct features of the design are: the
tower of the house; the Great Hall in the
main house with its sculpture; the sunken
gardens, and the lighting schemes. In all
ways the house is larger and more complete
than has heretofore been found along the
Jersey shore. Men of means have here an
example of what can be done along the sandy
coast which has been considered barren of
possibilities for the perfect development of
extensive landscape work.
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terrace. In winter,
when the leaves are
gone, its mere skeleton
shadows hardly inter-
rupt the warm sun-
shine which pours into
the living-rooms al]
day. Thus the, street
1s ignored, and every-
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thing opens on the
garden and the south.

The dining-room is
placed so that a glazed
door next the butler’s
pantry opens on to the
terrace, making it into
an outdoor dining-
room, where, from
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HOUSE AND GARDEN CORRESPONDENCE

ARRANGEMENT FOR A SUN-ROOM

I am writing to ask your advice in the arrangement of a
sun-room. I am very anxious to make this an exceed-
ingly attractive part of my house. The woodwork is of
pine. The floor is hard wood, and the entire south end
of the room is set in glass. I feel at a loss to know just
what style of furniture to use here. Would you treat
it as a room in a country house and keep to the light
effect, or should it be something after a living-room or a
smoking-room? 1 have had many suggestions; but
none which please me. O.B. ].

You will find wicker the most attractive furniture to
use in the room which you describe; this to be uphol-
stered in glazed chintz, or should you prefer it, any plain
color in upholsterers’ velveteen; chairs and divans to
have the cushions fastened in back of seats, these to be
box in effect, and caught in with buttons. There is a
very attractive glazed chintz now on the market which
shows branches of trees with birds of paradise and red
blossoms. As you will realize, this will give you a fair
array of color. The design is so arranged that a single
bird is used for the centre of the cushion for back and
seat in chairs. This could be used for the over-draperies
at the windows also. Next the glass hang very sheer
muslin curtains, these to be run on a rod by casing at
the top and set close to the glass; the muslin curtains
finish at the sill; the chintz curtains extend to the window
seat. This window seat should be covered in plain
color, either the linen taffeta in soft foliage green, in the
chintz, or in upholsterers’ velveteen,—preferably the
former. Several long steamer chairs or chaise-longue
should be used here; the mattress pad to be of wool and
covered with the plain color like the window seat. The
various pillows in this room should be covered with dull
shades of raw silk, the golden yellow, green, blue and old
red which show in the chintz being reproduced. For
the hard wood of floors, the Florsatin finish is recom-
mended for the natural wood. Three coats of the Flor-
satin will give you an excellent finish. The standing
woodwork should be treated with leaf-green Enamelacq.
This is a shade which exactly matches the reverse side
of the foliage leaf of La France rose. It is a delightfully
cool and attractive color and the Enamelacq is a hard
enamel with soft gloss. The ceiling of this room should
be in the clear ivory white of the background of the
chintz, and the side walls covered with two-toned green
paper a few shades darker than the Enamelacq. Small
tables, tabourets holding ferns, and palms in brass and
copper jardiniéres would add greatly to the attractive
effect. There are some new rugs intended chiefly for
country houses now specially imported by a well-known
firm. These have not the pile of Turkish or Wilton
rugs, but in color and design are rich and beautiful. The
price of these rugs is extremely reasonable. The one
selected for use here should show a greenish background,
introducing in its pattern some of the various colors seen
in the room. MARGARET GREENLEAF.
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FURNISHING A LIVING-ROOM

I have furnished my living-room after careful study
of harmonious colors and suitable furniture. The walls
are covered in pewter gray Japanese Grass Cloth. The
woodwork is dark oak with a greenish suggestion in its
brown. The rug is a large Wilton in two tones of green.
The furniture is of Mission and particularly well made.
The windows are draped with curtains of Arabian net.
The cushions of chairs and Davenport are of dark green
crinkled leather. The fixtures are brass. There is a
rough grey stone fireplace with a wide shelf supported
by stone brackets. The library table has a green leather
centre piece and the lamp has a green shade. I have
only black and white pictures on the walls in flat brown
wood frames. The ceiling is white. Now that all the
furniture is in I am much disappointed in the effect.
The room is the most uninviting one I ever saw! I have
matched every repeated color and there is nothing which
is not really good of its kind in the room, yet one has no
desire to linger in it. The feeling of it is cold. The
window seat, I forgot to say, is covered in dark green
velvet with pillows covered with raw green silk in the two
shades of green in the carpet. Kindly tell me what I
can do to improve it. My husband advises red paper.

B.C.

I am much interested in the living-room you describe
in your letter. As far as you have gone, the room is, as
you say, unquestionably good; the trouble is you have
been afraid to touch in your colors strongly and broadly
enough. Paradoxical as it may sound, too accurate a
match of shades and colors is a mistake, as a contrast is
desirable. It is, however, unwise to err on the other side
and have your colors clash. To begin and practically
demonstrate: 1 would advise your having two of the
pillows on the window seat in the green raw silk and
adding at least three others covered respectively in dull
soft blue, strong pumpkin yellow and nch crimson. If
possible replace your green rug with a Khiva, supple-
mented by a smaller Oriental one used directly in front
of the fireplace. The rich soft crimson ground of the
Khiva will give warmth and tone to your room. Have
open book-shelves set in one end of the room stained and
finished like the woodwork. Arrange the books with the
colors of bindings well considered. Use over draperies
at your windows to hang straight at either side outlining
the Arabian net curtains. There is a very beautiful
tapestry brocade I would suggest for use here. This
material is fifty inches wide and $5.00 per yard. The
silk ground is a few shades darker grey than your side
walls; the design is a rich floral one in old reds, purples
and greens interwoven with gold threads. This is a
reproduction of an old Florentine design. For your
table use a piece of rich crimson and gold brocade. This
square should be edged about with gold galoon. You
will find that the warmth of color shown in the carpet
and these scattered bits will add much to the livableness
of your room. Growing plants in brass and copper
jardiniéres set on low teak-wood stands are also decora-
tive. MARGARET GREENLEAF.
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NOTES AND REVIEWS

THE EXHIBITION OF THE T SQUARE CLUB

THE T Square Club is to be congratulated

upon its decision to extend the scope of
the forthcoming exhibition so far as to include
the allied arts and crafts. The management
of the club may be relied upon to carry out
this i1dea in an effective manner and the
doing so, together with the return to the gal-
leries of the Academy of the Fine Arts, will
ensure a marked extension of public interest
in the exhibition and a greatly increased
attendance. The exhibition opens to the
public on December 2d, and closes Decem-
ber 23d, 1905.

ITALIAN GARDENS

THE gardens of Italy have been so dili-

gently exploited to meet the increasing
demands of recent years for information
relating to the design of the formal garden,
that it might seem as if sufficient data had
already been collected and published. The
two handsome volumes recently issued under
the editorship of Mr. Latham,* however,
have not only collected into one work
many of the gardens of Italy, but include
some important views not otherwise readily
accessible; indeed the chief interest attaches
to the photographic reproductions, most of
which are full page. Mr. Phillips’ historical
account which precedes the illustrations of
each garden have a distinct value and are,
on the whole, carefully and accurately done.
The work is, apparently, addressed to the
owner rather than the maker of gardens,
and the absence of any measured plans,
which would have added so greatly to its
value for the professional student 1s much
to be regretted. In spite of this, however,
the two volumes present a valuable collec-
tion, often in much detail, of many of the
best typical Italian examples, although the
absence of the interesting Genoese and some
other important types leaves an important
hiatus. The work is presented in the manner

*The Gardens of Italy by Charles Latham, with descrip-
tions b{ E. March Phillips: Dedicated by special permission
to His .Ie;jesty the King of Italy. Published at the offices of
Country Life, Ltd., and George Newnes, Ltd., London; and
imported by Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. Two vol-
umes, folio, 159 + 144 pp., illustrated. Price, $18.00, net.
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which has characterized the past publications
of Country Life, and is a worthy ‘successor
of “Gardens Old and New.” Most of the
photographs have been specially made for
this work, and in the sympathetic selection
of his points of view, Mr. Latham has been
unusually successful in reproducing the spirit
and pictorial effect of his subjects.

THE COLUMBIA YEAR BOOK

HE Year Book of the Columbia Uni-
versity School of Architecture is pub-
lished by the Architectural Society of the
School and presents in a dignified, pleasing
and entirely adequate manner, the excellent
work accomplished under the direction of
Professor Hamlin.

CARNATIONS AND PINKS

ARDEN lovers will find in this latest ad-
dition to “The Country Life Library”*
much interesting and valuable instruction.
Although written for English climatic con-
ditions, no lover of these hardy flowers will
feel its pages to be either superfluous or
irrelevant, and the photographic illustrations
of individual flowers and plantings are both
lifelike and suggestive.

THE Yale and Towne Manufacturing
Company have just issued Catalogue
No. 18 of their series on hardware.

In addition to cataloguing padlocks, night
latches, builders’ hardware, door checks, etc.,
it contains a comprehensive glossary of
technical terms and articles of interest on
the mechanism and care of locks, lock pick-
ing, master-keyed locks, hand and bevel
of doors, etc.

The volume is intended for general dis-
tribution and will be sent on request to hard-
ware dealers, purchasing agents, architects,
contractors, building superintendents and
others who have to do with building.

* (Carnations, Picotees, and the Wild and Garden Pinks.
Written by scveral authorities and edited by E._ T. Cook.
London: Country Life, Ltd., and George Newnes, Ltd. Im-
ported by Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. 162 pages,
illustrated. Price, $1.25, net.
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House and Garden

THOMAS W.LAWSON

with his usual shrewdness installed *“WINCHESTER" Heaters in all
his farm buildings at his magnificent farm, “Dreamwold,” Egypt, Mass.

Yyou not think they woul

If there was merit enouih to satisfy Mr. Lawson and his Architects, do
satisfy you? Samples may be seen at

Smith § Thayer Co.’s Office

Room 1501, Fuller (Flatiron) Building, Broadway and Fifth Avenue, New York

234-236¢ CONGRESS STREET
BOSTON, MASS.

Bound Volumes No.VII

January to June 1905

The June issue of HOUSE AND
GARDEN completed Volume Seven,
and we can supply the six published
numbers of this year bound in
either brown or green cloth uni-
formly with preceding volumes. In
ordering kindly state color pre-
ferred, as owing to the great de-
mand for recent copies our supply
is extremely limited, and we cannot
guarantee to fill delayed orders.

Quarto, 350 Pages 9; x 12; in.

with nearly 500 half-tone and line
engravings, and two plates printed
in three colors. Buckram binding,
ink side stamp and leather back

title.
$3.00
CARRIAGE PREPAID

ORDER NOW—ONLY A FEW COPIES LEFT

Picturesque English Gottages
and Their Doorway Gardens

By P. H. DITCHFIELD, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.H.S.
With an Introduction by RALPH ADAMS CRAM

CHARMING study of the English

cottage, and the quaint beauty which
abounds in British byways. Mr. Ditchfield
writes in an intimate way, making no attempt
to be technical, and points his comments with
just enough of folklore and historical allusion
to place the thatch and tile roofs in the appro-
priate atmosphere of their mellow age.

Price, $2.00 Net. Postage, 20 Cents.

THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO.
1016 Arch Street - PHILADELPHIA

suitable for this purpose.

Werite-us.

Architects Planning Formal Gardens

are invited to correspond with us.
We carry a very complete stock of

Trees, Shrubs and Plants

PRICE LIST NOW READY

Andorra Nurseries, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Penna.

WILLIAM WARNER HARPER, Proprietor

In writing to advertisers please mention HOUSE AND GARDREN. xv
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House and Garden

%4

is HOME
to YOU?

O If it’s the centre of greatest interest—the theme nearest vour heart; if it's
“,e ° your desire or ambition to build or your purpose to remodel, vou should
A become a subscriber to House & Garden, the monthly magazine that is published
‘W as a help and incentive to the betterment of the home and its environment. You
ul will be helped by the practical plans and ideas of leading architects, by the sugges-
tions of artistic decorators, by the descriptions and illustrations ¢f modern homes, by
the advice of experts in everything that pertains to home making.
House & Garden holds as much of interest and more that is helpful to the maker of the
} house of modest proportions than to the builder of mansions.

House

The Deccember number of

Garaen

containa among other articles the three following special contributions by writers of note, any article
itself being worth, in practical suggestions to the reader, more than the cost of a year’s

s subscription :

‘‘ Interior Finishings and Furnishings of the Small House”’

‘“ The American Country House’’
E. P. Powell

List of Photogravure Books Given
With One Year’s Subscription to
House ¢# Garden for $5.00.

RUSSIA. From Beginning to the \hm Recent
Times. By THEOPHILE GAUTIER.
FRANCR, Mistoric and Komantle. By Jokl Cook,
SONK COLONIAL MANSIONS, and Those Who
Lived in Them,
Edited by THOMAS ALLEN GLENN,
QUEENS OF NOCIETY.
By Grace and Puinir WHARTON,
SPAIN AND THE SBPANIARDS,
By EbMONDO DE AMICIS,
MOROCCO, Its People and Places.
By EDMONDO DE AMICIN,
ENGLAND, Pletaresque and Deneriptive,
By Jokn Cooxk.
ROWOLA. Ry GEORGE ELIOT.
JAPAN AND HER PEUPLE.
By ANNA C. HARTSHORNE.
1ZDIA, Past and Pn-en
y C. 1, Fornrs LINDSAY.
WITS AND BFAUX (ll SOCIETY,
By Grace and PHILIP WHARTON,
HOLLAND. By EpMoNDO DE AMICIS,

CONSTANTINOPLE. Ly Enyoxbo ln AMICIS,
THK RIINE, From Ity \nur" to
Translated h) [H L Ban \ “from the
%

H WACHEN-
1l\< KLANDEK.
- BLACKRMORE.

Germa  of Ka
nuseNand Fo W,
LORNA DOONF. By Lt
LONDON, Historie and So
¥ CLAUDE DE LA ROCHE FRANCIS,
BCOTLAND, Illistorie and Romantie.
By Mauia Horzor LANSDALE,

Margaret Greenleaf

“A Tuxedo House”’
Hunt & Hunt, Architects

A Great Offer to New Subscribers

House & Garden has been a great success among the thousands
who know it and we want to reach thousands of others who will be
equally enthusiustic after once knowing it.

The regular subscription price is §3.00 a year. To make
new friends we have decided to offer to those who will sub—
scribe now, a two-volume set of our famous

7 The

Photogravure Books 7 JohnC.
amd 1“_\ car's subscription to House & Garden for $5.00. 7 m
The offer is unusual. The books have no equal amoug 7/
high class books in this country or Europe Each vol- w s'on Co'
ume contains from twenty to fifty exquisite photo- ‘MM.
gravure illustrations. We give the books and the \) 1 16 Al'dl St
Honse & Garden for a year at the price of the 0 Ph“adelphia

I send herewith $5.00 for

The offer could not be made but
which please enter my name

ct that we are publishers both of
the hooks and the magazine Fill in the

on subscription list for House

& Garden for oune year, and

attached coupon and mail to us with 0
#5co.  The books you select will be sent

send me the two vol. set of Photo-
ya gravure Books entitled

immediately. Your subscription will 2
begin with January issue and the
December issue will be included
Free. Circular and prospectus 7/
on request, 2
THZ JOHN C. WINSTON CO., ~
Publishers, 4 strect
1006-1016 Arch Street, 7 Btree - . -
Philadelphia.

Name.

City — — - —— ——State. — . _

In writing to advertisers please montion HOUSE AND GARDEN.
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House and Garden

ARCHITECTS AND BUYERS REFERENCE

Containing Names of the Leading Firms

ARCHITECTURAL WOOD WORK
The Hale and Kilburn Co., 1315 Walnut Street, Philadelphia

ART METAL WORK

F. E. Carpenter, 7 and 9 Warren Street, New York.
ohn L. Gaumer Co., Pglladelphm
ccla Iron Works, North Eleventh and Berry Streets, Brook-

N. Y.
\Vm H ackson Co., New York.
Richey,

rowne & Donald, Maspeth, Long Island, N. Y.
Jno. xlhams, 544—556 West Twenty-seventh Street, N. Y.

BRICKS
O. W. Ketcham, 24 South Seventh Street, Philadelphia.

BURLAPS AND BUCKRAMS
Richter Mfg. Co., Tenafly, N. J.

CEMENTS
Saml. H. French & Co., Fourth and Callowhill Sts., Phila.

CHECKING SPRING HINGES
J. Bardsley, 147 Baxter Street, New York.

COLUMNS (PORCH)
Charles G. Blatchley, P. O. Station P, Philadelphia.

Hartman Bros., Mfg. Co., Mt. Vernon, N. Y.
CONDUCTOR PIPE
Berger Bros. Co., 237 Arch Street, Philadelphia.

CONSERVATORIES
Burnham-Hitchings-Pierson Co., 1125 Broadway, N. Y.

DECORATORS AND FURNISHERS
F. A. Black & Son Co., 612 South Washington Square, Phila.
The Hale & Kilburn Co., 1315 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.

DOOR CHECKS

]. Bardslcéy, 147 Baxter Street, New York.

P. & orbin, (New Britain, Conn.), N. W. Cor. 8th and
Arch Sts., Phila.

Russell & Erwin Mfg. Co., (New Britain, Conn.), 19 North
Fifth Street, Phlladelphla

Yale & Towne Mfg Co., 9~13 Murray Street, New York.

DOOR KNOBS, WOOD
J. Bardsley, 147 Baxter Street, New York.

EDUCATIONAL
University of Pennsylvania, School of Architecture, Phila.

ENAMELED BATH TUBS
Standard Sanitary Mfg. Co., Pittsburg, Pa.

ENGINEERS
Francis Bros. & Jellett, Incor., Philadelphia-New York

FENCING
F. E. Carpenter, 7 and 9 Warren Street, New York

FIREPROOF WINDOWS
Jas. A. Miller & Bro., 133 South Clinton Street, Chicago.

FLOOR POLISH

Chicago Varnish Co., 22 Vesey St., New York
Saml. H. French & Co., Fourth and Callowhﬂl Sts., Phila.
E. E. Nice, 272 South Second Street, Philadelphia.

FURNACES (HOT AIR)

Abram Cox Stove Co., Philadelphia.
Marsh-Oldacre Heating & Mfg. Co, 1717 Chestnut St., Phila.
Smith & Thayer Co., 236 Congress Street, Boston, Mass.

FURNITURE
The Hale & Kilburn Co., 1315 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.

GARDEN POTTERY

Wm. Galloway, 3216—24 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.
Erkins Studio, 4 West 15th Street, N. Y.

GREENHOUSES
Burnham-Hitchings-Pierson Co., 1125 Broadway, N. Y.

GUTTER HANGERS
Berger Bros. Co., 237 Arch Street, Philadelphia.

HARDWARE (BUILDING)
P. & E. Corbin, (New Britain, Conn.), N. W. Cor. 8th and
Arch Sts., Phila.
Russell & Erwin Mfg. Co. (New Britain, Conn.), 19 North
Fifth Street, Philadelphia.
The H. B. Ives Co., New Haven, Conn.
Yale & Towne Mfg. Co., 9-13 Murray Street, New York.

HEATERS (STEAM AND HOT WATER)

The H. B. Smith Co. (Westfield, Mass.), 728 Arch St., Phila.
Smith & Thayer Co., 236 Congress Street, Boston, Mass.

HEATING AND VENTILATING

Marsh-Oldacre Heating & Mfg. Co., 1717 Chestnut St., Phila.
Jas. Spear Stove & Heating Co., 1014 Market St., Phila.

HINGES (SPRING)

]. Bardsley, 147 Baxter Street, New York.
3ommer Bros., Brooklyn, N. Y.
The Stanley W orks, New Britain, Conn.

MAIL CHUTES
Automatic Mail Delivery Co., Times Building, New York.

MANTELS, TILES AND MOSAICS
Saml. H. French & Co., Fourth and Callowhill Sts., Phila.

MEMORIAL WINDOWS
Century Stained Glass Works, Ltd., 212 S. r1th St., Phila.

MODELERS AND CARVERS
J. Franklin Whitman Co., Inc., 212 South Fifth St., Phila.

NURSERYMEN, SEEDSMEN AND FLORISTS

Andorra Nurseries, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia.

Ellwanger & Barry, Rochester, N

Fred'k W. Kelsey, 150 Broadway, New York.

Wadley & Smyt! e, 491 Fifth Avenue, New York.

Wm I’¥ Moon Co., Stephen Girard Building, Philadelphia.

PAINTING
F. A. Black & Son Co., 612 S. Washington Square, Phila.

PAINTS AND VARNISHES
Chicago Varnish Co., 22 Vesey St., New York.
Saml. H. French & Co., Fourth and Callowhill Strects, Phila.
no. Lucas & Co., Philadelphia, Pa.
E. Nice, 272 South Second Street, Philadelphia.
The New jerse{ Zinc Co., 11 Broadway, N. Y.
The Thomson Wood Finishing Co., Philadelphia.

PAPERS (BOOKS AND MAGAZINES)
Dill & Collins Co., 827 Filbert St., Philadelphia.

PIANOS
Chickering & Sons, Boston, Mass.

PIPE FASTENERS
Berger Bros. Co., 237 Arch Street, Philadelphia.

PLUMBING GOODS AND SANITARY
SPECIALTIES
McCambridge & Co., 523 Cherry Street, Philadelphia.
J.L. Mott Iron Works. ew York and Philadelphia.
Stambach & Love, so North Seventh Street, Philadelphia.
Standard Sanitary Mfg. Co., Pittsburg, Pa.

In writing to advertisers please mention HOUSB AND GARDEN. xix
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