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LETTERS/CALENDAR

Letters to the editor

Regarding your December 1981 issue

[page 37], | am sure, were he living,

Frederick Law Olmsted would appre-

ciate your coverage of efforts to

rehabilitate Central Park in New York

but would regret your misspelling of
his name.

Richard H. Olmsted, AIA

Hooper Olmsted & Hrovat

San Francisco

Re: Letter from George Ranalli (Re-
CORD, January 1982, page 4).

Authorship in architecture is
made ambiguous by the many levels
an idea passes through from concep-
tion to brick and mortar (or aluminum
and glass). The Why level is the most
personal, the place where an archi-
tect’s authorship is most relevant.
The How level is by current practice
the most general, with the materials
and execution usually by another.

The profession once valued a
shared body of knowledge, a com-
mon language that could be built
upon and added to by all members. It
was assumed that the How could—
should—be passed around as a com-
mon learning from singular mistakes
or triumphs. On the other hand, the
Why was the realm where the leap
was made in private. In a large sense,
the building types (the Answers) were
the common ground. The differences
were mostly in the phrasing.

The competitive marketplace, the
context for the Ranalli referenced
project, is perhaps a poor site for
seeking profound answers. It is a
place best reserved for the thinner
play of phrase and paraphrase. Talent
and commitment are perhaps even
more in demand when the Why level
waits so closely below the How.

It is my belief that a profession
remains relevant only as it succeeds
in sharing the How. This still leaves
plenty of room for the more solitary
exploration of the Why.

E. Bitzer
Architect
Brooklyn, New York

To consider Ten Stamford Forum a
gateway to the city of Stamford [RE-
CORD, December 1981, pages 86-91]
is like acknowledging McDonald’s
arches as the passage to gourmet
dining.

Having been raised in Fairfield
County, worked for an architectural
firm in Stamford, and planned corpo-
rate offices on floors 14 and 15 of
Ten Stamford Forum, | became
increasingly disturbed the further |
read into your article.

Not only does the building fail to
establish a point of departure into the
city, but it adds to the towering wall
of buildings that has steadily grown
along Interstate 95, isolating the
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downtown from the south. Forum
and its neighbors might better be
viewed as monumental thruway
sound attenuators, versus any liken-
ing to the forums of ancient Rome.
Having myself just returned from
explorations of Florence, Rome and
Athens, | find nothing, in concept or
in execution, that could even be com-
pared with the Duomo, the Roman
forums or the Acropolis.

It has to be said that Mitch-
ell/Giurgola are fine architects and
have done some very competent
work. But one wonders if that alone
is enough to justify the attention
given to a building tnat really missed
the point. Ten Stamford Forum finds
itself one of a group of corporate
giants (i.e., GTE, Champion Interna-
tional and others) competing for
prominence on the Stamford skyline.
It is located in a town that is in des-
perate need of a cohesive urban
plan, one that encourages the devel-
opment of pedestrian green space
and provides for social interaction.
No more catering to the auto and the
construction of isolated public space.
Ten Stamford Forum does little to
alleviate, let alone address, these
important issues. It is now time for
constructive design decisions, not his-
torical illusionary reference.

One last point: are the travelers
traveling north from New York
entering the back door of Stamford,
or is there soon to be built a southern
gateway?

Mark van Summern
Architect
Stamford, Connecticut

Calendar

MARCH

3 through April 28 A series of
Wednesday lectures by authors of
recently published books on the built
environment, presented by Urban
Center Books; at the Villard Houses,
457 Madison Ave., at 51st St., New
York City (212/935-3595). All lectures
begin at 12:30 p.m.

6 through April 17 Exhibit, “'Original
Furniture of the Modernist Period,”
including examples of Marcel Breuer,
Mies van der Rohe, Le Corbusier,
Thonet and Alvar Aalto; at Max Pro-
tetch Open Storage, 214 Lafayette
St., New York City.

9 through April 20 The Architectural
League will host a series of presenta-
tions by young architects entitled
“Emerging Voices,” which is spon-
sored by Krueger. The presentations
will be held on successive Tuesday
evenings beginning at 6:30 at the
Urban Center, 457 Madison Ave.,
New York City. Contact: The Archi-
tectural League (212/753-1722).

15 Conference, ""‘Marketing Research

and its Application to Ambulatory
Health Care Facilities,”” sponsored by
the American Institute of Architects
Committee on Architecture for
Health; at the Mayflower Hotel, 1127
Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washing-
ton, D.C. Contact: Mike Cohn
(212/626-7366).

18-19 “Exchange 82,” the first annual
design-profession computer users’
conference, sponsored by Design
Compudata Exchange newsletter; at
the Hyatt Regency, Houston. Con-
tact: Richard C. Vendola, Design
Compudata Exchange, 45 Van Brunt
Ave., Dedham, Mass. 02026.

22-26 “Computers/Graphics in the
Building Process,” conference and
exhibition on the application of com-
puter technology for the building
industry, at the Sheraton-Washington
Hotel, Washington, D.C. Co-hosted
by the National Academy of Sciences,
Advisory Board on the Built Environ-
ment and the World Computer
Graphics Association. Contact: World
Computer Graphics Association, 2033
M St., N.\W., Suite 250, Washington,
D.C. 20036.

Through March 27 Exhibition, “'Prints
and Drawings by Architects from
Ancient to Modern Times,” at the
spaceD Gallery of Architecture, 165
West 72nd St., New York City.

29-30 Seminar, Protection of Historic
Architecture and Museum Collections
from Earthquakes and Other Natural
Disasters, held in the auditorium of
the National Academy of Sciences in
Washington, D.C.; organized by the
Architectural Research Centers Con-
sortium, Inc., with financial support
from the National Science Founda-
tion. Contact: James Haecker, Archi-
tectural Research Centers Consor-
tium, P.O. Box 225, Fairfax, Va.
22030.

APRIL

Through April 10 Exhibition, “Prairie
School Architecture in Minnesota,
lowa and Wisconsin,”” at the Minne-
sota Museum of Art at Landmark
Center, St. Paul, Minn. Contact: Pat
Heikenen (612/224-7431). .

26-27 Conference, "The Next Gener-
ation of Housing Technology,” spon-
sored by the National Institute of
Building Sciences and the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Development; to be held in Orlando,
Fla. Contact: Neil Sandler, National
Institute of Building Sciences, 1015
Fifteenth St., N.W., Washington, D.C.
20005.

MAY

7-9 The third annual Festival of Histor-
ic Houses in Providence, R.l.; pre-
sented by the Providence Preserva-
tion Society and sponsored by Indus-
trial National Bank. Contact: the Pro-
vidence Preservation Society, 24
Meeting St., Providence, R.l. 02902
(401/831-7440).
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District Design Competition exemplify a
variety of approaches to infill housing.
Nine projects have been commended
by the Portland, Oregon Chapter of the
AlA in an annual design awards
program.

53 Books received

145 Office notes
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72 Architecture beneath the surface
At the University of Michigan, architect
Gunnar Birkerts has provided abundant
daylight and bewitching views of the
outdoors to readers in a large
underground library.

86 New offices and studios
for Minnesota Public Radio
In downtown St. Paul, Leonard Parker
Associates has skillfully fashioned,
through rehabilitation of a two-story
building and the addition of two floors,
a totally new facility for this publicly-
funded radio station.

90 A conversation with Paul Rudolph
Architectural writer and critic Jeanne M.
Davern coaxes strong opinion from the
noted architect on urbanism, post-
modernism and the future of
architecture.

98 Three restaurants as theater
Three architects prove that a theatrical
flair is a sure way to success when the
clientele expects something
more than the food.

Applied Photography Ltd.

BUILDING TYPES STUDY 573

104 Industrial buildings
Three recent designs point the way to
new high levels of architectural
expression and to new concepts in
planning and the use of natural light,
heat and ventilation.
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Libertyville, illinois
Holabird & Root, architects.
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Farmington Hills, Michigan
Smith, Hinchman & Gryils Associates,
architects.
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Walk Jones & Francis Mah, architects.
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120 Design and testing of metal/glass
curtain walls
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the reasons for waterproofing problems
with curtain walls, discusses steps in
design and construction to avoid them,
and suggests how wind load data and
mock-up tests should be used.
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NEXT MONTH IN RECORD:

Building Types Study: Shopping Centers
Although considerable attention has been focused
of late on the more glamorous ventures in retail
development—downtown shopping complexes,
omnicenters in and out of town, the imaginative
adaptation of old buildings to new uses—the
regional center remains the bread and butter of
the industry. The bread and butter, however, is
increasingly likely to be topped with jam.
Changing economic and demographic factors are
creating a competitive climate that demands of
developers and their architects ever higher levels
of amenity and quality in the shopping
environment. RECORD's April issue will show four
varied but thoughtful responses to the emerging
constraints and challenges that characterize
shopping center design in the 1980s.
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EDITORIAL

Why more architects should have
gone to the NAHB Convention in Las Vegas

Heaven knows, not because it’s Las Vegas—
Learning from las Vegas notwithstanding, |
don’t enjoy the city and | never seem to learn
to stay away from Blackjack.

But | sure learn from the sessions at the
NAHB convention and | sure learn from the
builders and that is why [ think more archi-
tects should be smart enough to attend the
NAHB show (and next year it’s in Houston).

Registration for the big January show
was something over 40,000—and though
that is a 20 per cent drop from last year, for
obvious reasons, that is still a lot of home-
builders.

They were there because, despite the
terrible conditions under which they are now
trying to make a living, they clearly under-
stand that it is not just a matter of weathering
the storm, but of trying to understand the
fundamental changes taking place in housing
and adjusting to a whole new set of rules on
financing of houses and buyer expectations.
They are coming to grips with the Administra-
tion’s non-policy on housing, and the clear
facts that very little public money will be
available for housing, that the private market
alone cannot seem to serve the low- and
even middle-income markets, that the hous-
ing industry cannot compete for money
against military spending and re-industrializa-
tion, that interest rates have literally doubled
the monthly payments on the same mortgage
compared with only a few years ago, and
that housing prices are close to doubling
every five years. They are learning to come
to grips with concepts such as variable rate
mortgages, adjustable rate mortgages, gradu-
ated payment mortgages, and even shorter-
term (10-year) mortgages—more per month,
but paid off faster, which arguably may be a
smarter way to save than Treasury bills or an
IRA. They talked about land-lease plans—
under which the buyer finances only the
house and the builder holds the land; and a
new Fannie Mae plan under which the build-
er—as an inducement to the buyer—"buys
down” the interest rate by up to three points
for as long as 10 years.

But if this seemed to some, as it did to
me, all a little bit iffy—the builders were
clearly interested in smart ideas for lowering
the cost of houses and increasing their
appeal. And that, as I've said here many
times, is architect talk.

There were some architects at NAHB—
but in my view not nearly enough. Bob Law-
rence, the AIA president, headed a well-

attended panel entitled Design '82—which
presented some of today’s most successful,
marketable, and profitable projects (mostly
higher density) that also offered quality
design. Architects who work with builders ali
of the time were there—I saw or met Barry
Berkus, Walter Richardson, Arthur Danielian,
Rod Friedman, Quincy Johnson, John Blood-
good, Zane Yost, Louis Lundgren. They were
talking about the design of smaller, “‘space-
stretching” houses; about energy efficiency,
about higher density, about zero lot line—
and about good design. They sat for three
hours a day at AIA Plan Review Workshops,
to which a constant stream of builders and
developers brought their site plans and house
drawings for gratis criticism. What these skill-
ful architects did with a pencil and yellow
trace to improve some pretty bad design (and
some pretty good design) was astonishing —
and most of the builders who subjected their
plans for criticism were clearly grateful and
impressed. (Of course, whether they make
the quantum leap to retaining a good archi-
tect next time remains to be seen.) Other
panel discussions were on, for example,
Designing and Building the Energy Efficient
House, on Construction Techniques (how
much do you know about all-wood base-
ments, two-stud corners, nailed-and-glued
floor systems, 22Y2-inch windows?), Making
Housing Affordable (by building smaller
homes designed to seem larger —by all those
techniques of opening up space that archi-
tects have known and used for years). And
thousands (literally thousands) of builders vis-
ited Housing's “'space-stretcher’’—an under-
1000-square-foot prototype house (which
was built in California, trucked to Las Vegas
and re-erected in the exhibit hall, and now
moves back to California to its final home).
Sure it was a stunning exhibit—but it was a
house full of ideas and fresh thinking—and
that was why the line was 40 minutes long
during the Super Bowl (for more details, see
Record Reports this month).

To make my point one more time: Build-
ers can be a big market for architects—for
today’s slump has to end. The demand is
clear—for two million starts a year. Most
importantly, the problem of creating better
housing has to be shared by architects—as
professionals we owe it to the public to do
what we can to create good houses that
people can afford. Think about it—and may-
be go to Houston next year . . .

— Walter F. Wagner Jr
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NEWS IN BRIEF

NEWS REPORTS

BUILDINGS IN THE NEWS

DESIGN AWARDS/COMPETITIONS
REQUIRED READING

December marked a rebound from the year-long deterioration in the construction market. The total
construction contract value for 1981 came to $150.2 billion, barely one per cent over the already depressed 1980
total, according to George A. Christie, vice president and chief economist for the F.W. Dodge Division of
McGraw-Hill Information Systems Company. “Two years of monetarist Federal Reserve policy along with successive
rounds of budgetary restraint have created a harsh environment for both housing and public works construction,”
said Christie. “'The only bright spot on last year’s construction scene was commercial building, and it remains to be
seen how much longer this sector can weather the recession.” December’s $11.6 billion of newly started
construction, after adjustment for normal seasonality, was up 21 per cent from the November total, the lowest total
for 1981.

A new Historic Preservation program is being sponsored by two divisions of the University of Cincinnati. The
College of Design, Architecture and Art and the McMicken College of Arts and Sciences is designing the curriculum
for graduate, undergraduate and continuing education students. According to the program’s chairman, Samuel V.
Noe, professor of urban planning and design, the program will cover the following aspects of historic preservation:
how to identify those elements of the built environment that “‘contribute significantly to our cultural heritage;”” how
to “find new and vital uses for them;” how to “create the political climate, financial support, legislation and
architectural designs needed to achieve preservation goals.” For more information write: Professor Samuel Noe,
School of Planning, Mail #16, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio 45221.

Approximately 100 Federal regulatory programs affect the building process, according to a recent study by the
National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS). The study groups the regulatory programs into the following nine
categories (several programs overlap more than one category): direct Federal construction (seven programs);
Federally assisted building programs (25 programs); Federal mortgage financing (10 programs); safety, conservation
or business standards (seven programs); regulation of specialized facilities or affected limited geographic areas (14
programs); Federal property land use or occupancy (six programs); indirect or industry-wide impacts (20 programs);
Federal coordination or multiple agency participation (12 programs); miscellaneous (10 programs). Copies of the
study are available by sending a check for $30 ($25 for NIBS members and government agencies), payable to NIBS,
1015 15th, Street, Suite 700, Washington D.C., 20005, attn: Publications Department.

An exhibition of the work of Prairie School Architects will be on display at the Minnesota Museum of Art from
February 14 to April 10. Drawings, photographs, stained glass, furniture and decorative objects by Louis Sullivan,
Purcell and Elmslie, Walter Burley Criffin and George W. Maher will be shown, including a full-scale mockup of Frank
Lloyd Wright’s 1906 design for a “‘Fireproof House for $5,000.”

Six leading architecture firms have been invited to compete for the new headquarters of Humana, Inc. The firms
include Cesar Pelli and Associates of New Haven, Connecticut; Murphy/Jahn of Chicago, lllinois; Michael Graves of
Princeton, New Jersey; Ulrich Franzen of New York City; Foster Associates of London, England; and Richard Meier &
Partners of New York City. The new corporate headquarters for the Louisville-based hospital management
corporation will be located at Main and Fifth Streets in the downtown section of that city.

A new journal on industrial design will be published three times a year out of MclLean, Virginia. /nnovation,
published by the Industrial Designers Society of America, will furnish technical and how-to information, and will
cover new developments in materials, processes and theories on esthetics. The journal’s first issue appeared in
January, 1982, the other 1982 issues will be published in May and September. Subscriptions are available to
nonmembers of IDSA for $29.95 per year or $49.95 for two years. For further information contact: Industrial
Designers Society of America, 6802 Poplar Place, Suite 301, MclLean, Virginia 22101, (703/556-0919).

Harvard Graduate School of Design is holding “The International Style in Perspective,” a major conference, April
16-17. April 16th’s session will focus on “‘Architecture in 1932,” April 17th’s session on “‘Architecture since 1932.”
Two papers will be given at each session, followed by a panel discussion. Speakers will include: Henry-Russell
Hitchcock, Philip Johnson, Lewis Mumford, Anthony Vidler, Neil Levine, Thomas Beeby, Alan Colquhoun, Peter
Eisenman, Paul Rudolph, Francesco D’al Co, William Hewitt, Richard Rogers, Eduard Sekler and Bruno Zevi. For
further information contact: “International Style Conference’” Room 506, Gund Hall, 48 Quincy St., Cambridge,
Mass. 02138 (617/495-2578). The participation fee is $75.00.

For the 49th year, Historic Garden Week in Virginia is being sponsored by the Garden Club of Virginia. 195 of
Virginia’s outstanding homes and gardens will be open for this springtime event, from April 24 to May 2. Fifty of the
state’s most historic landmarks will also be open to the public.For further information write: Historic Garden Week
1982, 12 East Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

Architect Arthur Erickson has been named Companion of the Order of Canada, one of the highest honors the
nation can bestow upon its citizens. The Latin motto of the Order of Canada proclaims the aspirations of its
members who, in their lives and work, have shown that “they desire a better country.”
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Powerful

No other intercom
commands
attention like the
Dukane High
Power Intercom. All
messages are
clearly understood
throughout

Rugged remote speaker
station for industrial
application where utility is
of prime importance.

factories, shopping
centers and airport
terminals.

It is also a system

Paging!

Additional switch banks
expand the system.

to build on. Start
with 10 stations. ..
expand to 100 as
your needs grow.
You'll find the
High Power
Intercom has a full
range of features
to make
communication
simple and

effective. You can
switch from paging
to background
music or all-station
communications
for general
announcements.
No other
intercom system
packs so much
power and
performance in a
compact, attractive
package. And it's
made by Dukane,
the innovators in
sound with years
of experience in
producing

communications
systems for
hospitals, schools,
businesses and
industries.

QW/

Desk/Wall remote speaker
station for intercommunication
with master station.

Let us give you
the full story on how
we can meet
your needs.

Attach your business
card tothis ad

and send for free
information.

DUKANE CORPORATION/COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS DIVISION/ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS 60174 312/584-2300
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Free natural light
stimulates sales,

cufs energy costs for

' Skydomed’/upermquet

Architects and building owners are begmnl‘ng
to see the light — that FREE sunlight can replace
or supplement expensive electric lighting,
reducing overall operating costs dramatically.

What could make more sense? The fastest way
to cut energy costs is to reduce the monthly bill
for electricity. And the easiest and most efficient
way to do that is to light up the entire area with
sunshine, using Wasco Solar Energy Skydomes.

Moreover, merchandise displayed in natural
daylight sells better. Products bathed in
sunshine simply have more sales appeal.

It made sense to Safeway management when
they built the world’s first super supermarket in
Tempe, Arizona. Wasco Skydomes provide the
primary lighting for this installation, allowing
the sun itself to conirol auxiliary flourescent
lighting, as ne Aqed '

Wasco Solar Energy Skydomes offer lighting
and thermal parfor ince so significant that
they can now be factore ith computer
accuracy — into a total env.

sysfem for any commercial, industrial or 7
institutional building. Wasco systems prove B |
cost effective in any geographical area of gk g
the country both in new construction and

in retrofit applications.

Write or call Wasco for a free computer an %
of the building you have in mind. ) ey

4" WASGO PRODUGTS
, INC

P.O. BOX 351 Sanford, Maine 04073 e
(207) 324-8060 or P.O. Box 734 '
skyuighTing  Ennis, Texas 75119 (214) 875-2691
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State-of-the-Union Message
does not bode well
for the construction industry

In President Reagan’s new budget for
fiscal 1983, a new $150 million grant
program to rehabilitate 30,000 exist-
ing apartments for low-income fami-
lies was about the only cheerful news
for the building professions. In fact,
the new budget and assorted tax
changes outlined in President Rea-
gan’s State-of-the-Union message
does not bode well for the construc-
tion industry.

The $150-million housing rehabil-
itation grant is designed for those
families who receive rent vouchers
under an experimental program. Oth-
er programs to be continued are: a
$1.8-billion Department of Housing
and Urban Development grant for
the modernization of public housing;
the Community Development Block
Grant, which communities tap to
finance streets, sewers, water proj-
ects, public buildings and similar proj-
ects will be maintained at its present
$3.5-billion level; the Urban Develop-
ment Action Grant program will also
be maintained at its current $440-
million level.

However, the Administration is
not making any money available for
building additional subsidized housing
for low-income families. Housing for

the elderly is being continued, but
loans are limited to 10,000 units,
which represent a 40 per cent drop
from this year’s limit.

The Department’s total spending
for fiscal 1983 is slated to drop from
about $14.6 billion to $13.1 billion
this year. By comparison, the Carter
Administration approved $38.7 billion
in fiscal 1982, a total that dropped to
$23.4 billion after the initial Reagan
budget slashes.

The mortgage-buying authority
of HUD’s Government National Mort-
gage Association (Ginny Mae) will be
set at about $38.5 billion, amounting
to about a 20 per cent cut from last
year’s level. The Federal Housing
Administration’s mortgage-insuring
authority will be about $35 billion,
representing a cut of over ten per
cent from this year’s level. Most of
this money will go to first-time home
buyers, inner-city residents and buy-
ers of factory-built homes.

As for taxes, Mr. Reagan wants
companies to begin reporting losses
and gains on projects under construc-
tion on a yearly basis. At present,
companies do not have to file such
reports with the Internal Revenue
Service until a project is completed.
The Administration estimates that
yearly statements on such projects
could produce an additional $3.3 bil-
lion in taxes in fiscal 1983 and as

much as $5 billion in 1984.

The building industry does not
like the concept, arguing that it is
impossible to assess profits or losses
on a multi-year project until it is com-
pleted. “A lot of companies would
see their cash flow dry up,” said a
spokesman for the Associated Gener-
al Contractors.

The Administration is also pro-
posing that construction costs be
included in the capitalization of a
project and written off with the
structure itself over its tax life, which
is generally 15 years. At present, a
construction user can deduct interest
and tax payments incurred during
construction as a current expense. —
Peter Hoffmann, World News, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Nathaniel Owings resigns
from Pennsylvania Avenue’s
rejuvenation committee

Nathaniel A. Owings, one of the orig-
inal architects in the movement to
rejuvenate historic Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, has resigned from the Pennsyl-
vania Avenue Development Corpora-
tion (PADC) in protest against the
policies and plans being carried out
by present chairman Max. N. Berry.
In a letter to President Reagan

New Design Center for furniture will open this fall in Washington

Architects, designers and furniture
aficionados will now be able to shop
for everything from wall covering to
the kitchen sink at the new Design
Center in Washington, D.C. This
coming fall, the Chicago Merchandise
Mart will open its first subsidiary in
the nation’s capital.

The Design Center will display
over 400 lines of major manufactur-
ers of residential and contract furnish-
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ings, including floor and wall cover-
ings, lighting and window treatments,
fabrics, furniture and a wide variety
of accessories. Located at 4th and D
Streets, S.W., the Design Center will
be open on all business days and will
service a five-state area, including
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia,
West Virginia and Maryland.

“One of the major reasons we
chose Washington to open the

Design Center is that it is the most
affluent market in the country. The
capital has the highest median income
in the United States,” said Jim Bidwill
of the Merchandise Mart in Chicago.
Washington had several other advan-
tages as a national merchandise
center: the Capital area has the
fourth largest population density in
the country; there is no central mer-
chandise facility anywhere in the area

and in interviews with reporters,
Owings, a founder of Skidmore,
Owings & Merrill, charged that Berry,
a Carter appointee, was pursuing
short-term development goals to
boost the local economy, instead of
adhering to long-term goals for the
Avenue.

Owings criticized the rows of
new office buildings that dominate
the prestigious neighborhood on
Connecticut Avenue and K Street,
N.W. He also faulted the corporation
for dropping plans that would include
apartments in a mixed development
along Pennsylvania Avenue.

However, according to Max Ber-
ry, no government agency can afford
the estimated half billion dollars it
would cost to purchase land and to
build buildings that would also
include units to be rented to low-
income tenants.

Berry and Owings also swapped
barbs regarding Owings’ sponsorship|
of earlier plans to tear down th
Washington and Willard Hotels. Ac
cording to current plans, both hotel
will be saved.

Lawrence B. Simons, a New Yor
developer who was an assistant sec
retary for housing in the Carte
Administration, replaced Owings
as chairman of the PADC’s advisory
committee last fall. — Donald Loomis
World News, Washington, D.C.

(unlike San Francisco and Los Angeles
which have several); and there is

large concentration of associatio
and professional service industr
headquarters throughout Washingto
and its surroundings.

In addition, according to Bidwill
it is becoming prohibitively expensiv
for department stores to carry high
quality furniture lines in major metro
politan areas like Washington an
New York. At $45 per sq ft—th
price of commercial space in man
buildings throughout New York an
Washington, including Manhattan’
Designers and Decorators Building
it makes more sense to sell expensiv
perfume than quality furniture.
fact, John M. Smythe Co., Chicago’
major retail furniture store is goin
out of business, and furniture depart
ments around the country are devot
ing less space to furniture display|
according to Bidwill. Central mer
chandise facilities like the Merchan
dise Mart and the Design Center pro
vide a central location where design
ers can bring their clients to shop fo
furniture from a variety of manufac
turers.

The Design Center, which is td
be housed in an abandoned ware
house, will be leasing space at abou
$15 per sq ft. The Merchandise Mar|
is now negotiating with New Yor
City, with an eye toward establishin
a new satellite in the Big Apple.

—Andrea Gab
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The longest line at the National Asso-
ciation of Home Builders Convention
held in Las Vegas this January was for
HMX-1—a prototype, under-1,000-
square-foot, “‘space-stretching’’
house conceived and exhibited by
Housing magazine. Even on Super
Bowl Sunday, the line was 40 minutes
long to see the first complete house
ever exhibited at the giant NAHB
exposition.

“Both in the magazine and the
seminars we hold year-round, we
have been emphasizing the advan-
tages of space-stretching design,”
said June Vollman, managing editor of
Housing. “"We wanted to create a
house that would meet the lifestyle
demands of the markets that will
dominate the 1980s—young profes-
sional couples who will remain child-
less or have at most one child, single

3anneker Plaza is last project planned for the Southwest Washington urban renewal area

A choice ten-acre site on the Poto-
mac, one of the last remaining lots in
the Capital’s urban renewal area in
Southwest Washington, is being
transformed by a group of Washing-
ton developers into a $335 million
office and hotel complex.

Architects Viastimil Koubek and
Fry and Welch Associates (both of
Washington) and Sasaki Associates
(of Boston) are designing Banneker
Plaza, a complex of eight buildings
with over two million sq ft of office
and hotel space. The plaza features
elaborate landscaping, fountains, ar-
cades, plazas within the plaza and a
pool that will double as a skating rink
in the winter.

The seven rectilinear office
buildings incorporate terraces, in con-
figurations that slope toward the
Potomac. Each is intended to house
one main tenant, but will also include
space for retail shops. The horse-
shoe-shaped, 434-room luxury hotel

NEWS REPORTS

parents, singles buying in tandem,
empty nesters.”’

In building their house, Housing
enlisted the help of the Berkus Group
Architects of Santa Barbara and the
Childs/Dreyfus Group of Chicago, an
interior design and marketing con-
cern. In addition, Motivational Design
and Marketing of Irvine was responsi-
ble for construction and Land Con-
cern of Santa Ana designed the land-
scaping.

HMX-1 is 969 sq ft; an additional
213 sq ft are in a detached
office/bedroom and 154 sq ft are in a
loft. The house can be built by any
competent builder.

The luxury model, featured at
NAHB, includes a living room, kitch-
en, two bedrooms, three baths, a
loft, covered walkway that leads to a
detached bedroom/office, a patio
with a spa, two decks, a greenhouse
and a carport. The structure was built
on four mobile-home chassis in a
parking lot in Garden Grove, Califor-
nia, and was trucked to Las Vegas for
the convention. The extra amenities
and the need to over-engineer the
model to help it withstand the stress
of the cross-country trip, put the cost
of HMX-1 at about $70 per sq ft.
Barry Berkus, the architect, estimates
that without some of the extras
included for the exhibit, a no-fringe
HMX-1 would cost about $35 per sq
ft even in the inflated Southern Cali-
fornia market.

The basic HMX-1 can be adapted
to a variety of styles by changing
building materials, landscaping, roof-
ing, chimney location and the size
and shape of windows.

HMX-1 will be lived in and moni-
tored, probably by an architecture
student, to determine how it func-
tions on a long-term basis. For more
details, see the February and March
issues of Housing.

features a theater in addition to the
usual restaurants, banquet facilities,
ballrooms and meeting rooms.

The Plaza was named after Ben-
jamin Banneker, the surveyor and
astronomer who, in 1791, helped
Pierre L’Enfant plan the city of Wash-
ington.

Banneker Associates, headed by
Theodore Lerner and Melvin Lenkin,
both Washington developers, say
that they will be able to complete
construction in about three vyears.
They have pre-lease commitments on
close to half of the available space
from the American Enterprise Institute
for Public Policy Research; the Com-
munications Satellite Corporation; the
American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, and the Urban
Institute. Britain’s Trust House Forte
Group will operate the hotel, accord-
ing to Banneker Associates. —Peter
Hoffmann, World News, Washing-
ton, D.C.
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The future of your next

r

construction project could depend
on what you do toQay,. |

The difference between suc-
cess and setback, profit and
loss can sometimes rest with
one decision.

That's why Project Insur-

ance from Schinnerer is the obvi-
ous solution to one of the most
important problems you face:
Adequate professional lia-

bility protection for the design
team on vour next project.
Features including cover-

age for the entire design team for
the duration of your project and
beyond, at fimits up to $75 million
—all through CNA-—mean our

303 East Wacker Drive
Chicago, Hlinois 60601
(312)565-2424

5028 Wisconsin Ave, NW
Washington DG 20016
{207) BE6-2880

Project Insurance doesn't leave
the important matter of insurance
protection to chance.

Twenty-five years of expe-

rience go into our Project Insur-
ance Policy. We ve been the
leader in Architects & Engineers
Professional Liability Protection
for the past quarter century.

So one decision should be
easy—Have your broker call
us today.

Coverage for this program is provided by
Continenta! Casualty Company, one of
the CNA insurance companies.

595 Market Strost
Santrancisco CA 04106
(4151495 3444

A0 Wall Street
New York, N Y. 10005
{212} 3441000

Victor O

Schinnerer

& Company Inc.

Ihe first is stll the best

“Program Administrators &
- Underwriting Managers
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“One floor every five days
...Ceco makes forming
look easy.”

Ceco formed the 25 floors of the St. James
Condominium, Houston, Texas, allowing Quanah Construction
to complete one 18,525 square-foot floor every five working days.

“Ceco helped us beat the clock on this job," said A. J. Owrey, President
of Quanah Construction Company. “We came in ahead of schedule.
That’s one reason we keep using Ceco. They're professionals.”

In the early planning stages, Ceco can provide structural
design assistance and make practical forming A -
recommendations that help buildings go up fast and a2,
keep costs down. And Ceco provides complete
forming services nationwide. Experienced field
crews. Ready-to-use equipment. And
standardized forming systems for the most
sophisticated architectural design—all on
alump sum basis and at a firm price. Talk
to the pros in concrete forming. See the
Yellow Pages for the Ceco office in

your area.
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concrete
forming

CECQO services

The Ceco Corporation « General Offices
1400 Kensington Road  Oak Brook, Illinois 60521

A Project Of: Mark Lee & Assoc., Inc.
Architects: 3D/International
Contractor: Quanah Construction Co.

Structural Engineers: Ellisor Engineers, Inc
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Gunnar Birkerts and
Associates design
office park

near Houston

Mike McCormick

Woodbranch Energy Plaza, lo-
cated in the Houston area
adjacent to the new Shell and
Conoco office complexes and
to Cullen Park, has been
designed by Gunnar Birkerts

and Associates Architects of
Birmingham, Michigan, in asso-
ciation with Morris Aubrey
Architects of Houston. Cover-
ing a 32-acre site, the Plaza
consists of ten office buildings
representing 2.5 million sq ft of
office and retail space, park-
ing, restaurants, a full-service
dining, athletic and social club
and a helipad. The plan also
calls for extensive landscaping,
including a formal circular pla-
za, lake, oak trees, benches

and walkways. Two of the
seven-story buildings will have
facades composed of alternat-
ing bands of reflective glass
and precast concrete panels
with a granite aggregate finish.

The remaining eight buildings
will feature alternating bands
of reflective glass, metal pan-
els and a solar screen or heat
reflector for energy conserva-
tion. The complex is being
developed by Duerr-Dealy In-
vestments, Inc. The first two
buildings are scheduled for
completion in late 1982; the
remainder will be completed
during the next five to seven
years, based on rental commit-
ments.

Balthazar Korab

The Electronic Data Systems
Corporation Eastern Regional
Center was designed to pro-
vide 100,000 sq ft of office
space to house computer
hardware and an office/pro-
grammer facility. Rossetti Asso-
ciates of Detroit designed the
building in East Pennsboro
Township, Pennsylvania under
a fast-track schedule, to be
built and occupied within
about 18 months. It is sched-
uled for completion this sum-
mer. The windowless comput-
er space and some offices are
buried into the site. The office
and programmer areas are
stacked in two floors above
the computer floor, providing
views toward a forest, river
and mountains. The building is
located on a steeply sloping
parcel of land, and the curved
reflective glass block wall is
meant to suggest the original
ridge line, the edge of the for-
est, the creek and the Blue
Ridge Mountains. The devel-
oper is Luedtke, Aldridge,
Pendleton, Inc.
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BUILDINGS IN THE NEWS

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill design new medical center in Portland

Photo Crart

tti Associates design Pennsylvania computer company headquarters

NORTH ELEVATION

EAST ELEVATION

i

The Portland Veterans Admin-
istration Medical Center was
designed by Skidmore, Ow-
ings & Merrill and the Zimmer
Gunsul Frasca Partnership. The
new hospital facility will re-
place the 50-year-old hospital
located on Portland’s Mar-
quam Hill. The new building,
also located on the Marquam
Hill site, is designed to permit
continued medical service dur-
ing construction. The design
provides 490 beds, diagnostic
and treatment services and
out-patient facilities in a nine-
story building. An adjacent six-
story structure houses medical
research and administrative
functions. Parking is provided
in a two-story structure, lo-
cated under an arrival plaza.
Landscaping of the project is
intended to restore the site to
the forest environment of its
hilltop location. Construction
for the hospital will begin early
in 1983, and is scheduled for
completion in 1986.

C.W. Fentress designs Denver’s Reliance Center

The 57-story Reliance Center
is Denver’s highest building.
The reflective silver-gray glass
and gray granite structure, by
C.W. Fentress and Associates
of Denver, provides almost
1.5 million sq ft of office and
retail space, as well as parking
for 800 cars. The building,

which is on the block bound
by 15th Street, Welton Street,
Clenarm Place and the 16th
Street Pedestrian Mall, will cost
$195 million. The Reliance De-
velopment Company, Inc. is
developing the building. Con-
struction is scheduled for com-
pletion in 1984.
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An investment in performance,
aesthetics and lasting quality.

KIM LIGHTING

Subsidiary of Kiade. Inc

16555 East Gale Ave., Post Office Box 1275
City of Industry, Calif. 91749 « 213/968-5666
Outdoor Lighting and Architectural Fountains
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DESIGN AWARDS/COMPETITIONS

The Historic Savannah Foundation has announced the winners of a competition for the design of infill housing in the Georgia
city’s Victorian District. Jointly funded by the non-profit Foundation and the National Endowment for the Arts, the open
competition drew entries from 50 architects. Submissions were reviewed by three jurors known for their own distinguished work
in historic contexts: Louis Sauer, FAIA, head of the Department of Architecture at Carnegie-Mellon University; Harry Wolf, FAIA,
of Wolf Associates; and George Notter, FAIA, of Anderson, Notter, Finegold, Inc. Rather than selecting a single winner, the jury
premiated five designs (illustrated below and opposite) as prototypes to “‘encourage development compatible with the existing
character of the District.”” On pages 46 and 47 we show the nine projects honored in the Portland, Oregon Chapter of AIA 1981
Design Awards program. The Portland jury consisted of Paul A. Kennon, FAIA, of CRS, Inc.; Charles M. Davis, AIA, of Esherick

Homsey Dodge and Davis; Fred B. Dalla-Lana, AIBC, of Dalla-Lana/Griffen Architects; Ken Shores, a ceramist and art professor at

Lewis and Clark College; and Michael Alesko, staff assistant to a Portland city commissioner.

s | s

SAVANNAH
VICTORIAN
DISTRICT
DESIGN
COMPETITION
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Located to the south of Savannah’s
famous 18th- and early 19th-century
squares, the Victorian District encom-
passes a rich variety of residential
architecture, running the gamut of
styles from Greek Revival to post-
Victorian Prairie Style and “Bunga-
loid.” The 51-block area was listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places in 1974 and subsequently
received an Urban Development Ac-
tion Grant for public improvements.
In 1979, the Historic Savannah Foun-
dation used monies from its own
Revolving Fund and the City of Sav-
annah Community Development

Block Grant to purchase vacant build-
ings for resale, in order to encourage
home ownership and private invest-
ment. The City of Savannah also initi-
ated a subsidy program as a further
incentive to homeowners. The com-
petition instituted last year responds
to the need for infill buildings on
vacant lots throughout the District.
Entrants were asked to design a
moderately priced ($50,000 to
$60,000 per unit) multifamily condo-
minium for a specified parcel of land.
Although the sponsors refused to dic-
tate a particular architectural style,
their competition program offered

detailed guidelines regarding scale,
materials, roof shape, proportions,
and yard enclosures, as well as space
requirements for interior planning.
The program stipulated a total of
eight living units (each comprising a
maximum of 1,200 square feet), with
a two-bedroom unit on the ground
floor and a minimum of two bed-
rooms on the second. Ideally, these
units were to be combined as a
“four-plex,” with two first-floor and
two second-story units served by a
common entrance. Competition par-
ticipants were given the option of
siting the “‘four-plex”” units as free-
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standing structures or as a continuous
row.

1. Nagle, Hartray & Associates, Chi-
cago, llinois. The jury remarked that
this row-house complex “takes the
problem of the narrow-frontage
town house and with economy
achieves a massing, scale, and rhythm
sympathetic to the Victorian street.”
Architect James Nagle comments:
think that if we were able to build our
entry that the final solution would be
much more ‘modern’ much
more of a translation of the Victorian
vernacular rather than quite so literal
a solution.”

2. Warren W. Gresham, AlA, Atlanta,
Georgia. Clapboard siding and sheet-
metal roofs with standing seams
repeat characteristic components of
old houses in this neighborhood.
Angled interior spaces recall plans of
the Shingle-Style era. Mr. Gresham’s
design was cited by the jury for its
employment of “simple elements,
comfortable materials, and familiar
forms to achieve a rhythm and articu-
lation of the basic four-plex plan.”

3. Stewart Burgh & Neal [. Payton,
Charlottesville, Virginia. As con-
ceived by the architects, “'‘projecting
elements of decreasing volume, such

as bay windows, porches, stairways,
and low walls, give expression to the
increasing degrees of enclosure and
privacy suggested by the plan.” The
jury found that “this project takes a
so-called conventional plan and de-
velops it in some happily unconven-
tional ways.”

4. W.G. Clark, Architect, Charleston,
South Carolina. This project was
commended for its “ingenious plan-
ning. . . .Roof lanterns increase tradi-
tional natural light elements and pro-
vide the opportunity for great natural
air movement. . ..” Mr. Clark eluci-
dates his scheme: “An ivy-covered

masonry staircase separates the
wooden houses and introduces light
at the passage, so that the inner face
of the house is privately exposed like
a section drawing.”

5. Robert Burnham, Manhattan, Kan-
sas. Rooftop solar collectors on the
south-facing fronts of these houses
are the most conspicuous of various
active and passive devices introduced
in all five premiated designs. In the
jury’s estimation, Mr. Burnham’s
scheme ‘'utilizes three-dimensional
spatial modeling for creation of a
heightened sense of privacy and
house identity.”
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PORTLAND,
OREGON AIA
1981 DESIGN
AWARDS
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1. Bureau of Land Management Dis-
trict Office Complex, Salem, Ore-
gon; Campbell-Yost-Grube, P.C_, ar-
chitects. The client wanted an office,
warehouse, and maintenance facility
in harmony with its rural setting.
Canted walls inset with solar-shielded
windows recall the forms of nearby
farm buildings and allow for natural
cooling by prevailing breezes.

2. Copeland Lumber Home Office,
Portland, Oregon; Fletch-
er/Finch/Farr & Associates, archi-
tects. Located on a triangular parcel
of land next to a freeway, this
28,000-square-foot reinforced con-

crete structure is terraced to afford
views of Portland and distant hills.

3. Thompson Residence, Portland;
Hanson, Dunahugh, Vaivoda, Thomp-
son, Nicholson Architects. The jury
observed that this frame house, clad
with cedar shingles, “becomes a
manmade object attached to a hill-
side with a dramatic view of the Tual-
atin Valley. It is cubistic in its spatial
quality. . . .”” The open-plan, 2,300-
square-foot interior includes a family
room and study treated as balconies
overlooking the living room.

4. William Temple House Addition,
Portland; Fletcher/Finch/Farr & Asso-

ciates, architects. This annex to a Vic-
torian mansion was praised by the
jury as “easily the most sensitive
treatment of any project submit-
ted....” The client, the Episcopal
Laymen’s Mission Society for Social
and Psychological Counseling,
needed larger quarters for staff facili-
ties. Sandstone and cedar-shingle
walls match the facades of the origi-
nal structure.

5. Tualatin Hills Park & Recreation
District Center, Beaverton, Oregon;
Broome, Oringdulph, O'Toole, Ru-
dolf & Associates, architects. Con-
structed on a wooded knoll at the
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“enter of a 66-acre site, this complex
s Oregon’s largest recreational facili-
y. Earth berms designed to reduce
isual impact and lower energy costs
Iso serve as bleachers.

. Willamette Center, Portland; Zim-
ner Gunsul Frasca Partnership, archi-
ects. The Portland General Electric
“ompany required a 500,000-square-
oot headquarters to be built on a
lowntown site. Constructed in two
vhases, the project was intended to
atalyze waterfront redevelopment
'y emphasizing street-level pedestri-
n activity rather than a dominant
orporate image.

Rus Keller & Bruce Forster

Stephen Cridland

7. Nel-Tech Developmernt, Inc., Port-
land; Griggs, Lee, Ruff, Ankrom
chitects, P.C. When Nel-Tech n

into an old factory, they decic
retain as much as possible ¢
building’s Moderne detail. The archi-
tects reorganized interiors to suit the
client’s technical needs and enhance
energy efficiency. New windows
were scaled to existing sash, and col-
ors were chosen to emphasize origi
nal facade articulation.

8. Woodview Village, Newherg, Or
egon; Robert Foote. Jr., Architects &
Planners, AIA, P.C. This 34-unit multi-
family development for the elderly

occupies a 3.5-ac
edge of a urese
greenhouse adjoining the communal

recreation area allows residents te

as providing a passive heat

9. Ron Tonkin Gran Turism

land; Griggs, Lee, Ruff, Ankrom/Ar
chitects, P C. An automobile dealer-
ship and "'boutique,” and a garage
for the client’s personal collection of
Ferraris were key elements of the
program. The jury commented: “high
tecnh on high tech; a metallic ¢

sion with the neon sign as art. Clearly
the best architecture of the strip

N

rt Foote

Stephen Criclan

March 1982
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VISUALLY
SIGNIFICANT ROOX'S

. . a trend of major significance in contemporary
architecture—and architects everywhere are finding
that Follansbee Terne uniquely incorporates the
essential values of form, color and function in such
roofs. In this non-traditionally designed mental
health center the architects expunged the age-old
stigma of such institutions by creating a warm,
residential, more home-like atmosphere.

Terne helped to create this welcome departure
from the “antiseptic line,” for Terne has the important
advantage of providing maximum creative latitude
at relatively moderate cost. We'll be happy to send
you substantiating evidence.

FOLLANSBEE

HUNTSVILLE-MADISON HEALTH CENTER * HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA FOLLANSBEE STEEL CORPORATION « FOLLANSBEE, WEST VIRGINIA

ARCHITECTS: CHARLES McCAULEY & ASSOCIATES, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA Call us toll-free 800-624-6906
ROD W. WHATLEY, PROJECT DESIGNER - SN
Circle 33 on inquiry card
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The Linz Café
Das Linz Café

Christopher Alexander

THE MAKING OF AN ARCHITECT 1881-1981:
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IN THE CITY OF NEW
YORK, edited by Richard Oliver, introduction by
James Stewart Polshek, Rizzoli New York, $30.

An exhibition held last December at the
National Academy of Design in New York and
this 264-page hardbound book celebrate the
centennial of Columbia’s Graduate School of
Architecture and Planning. While The Making
of an Architect shares its name with the
exhibition, and serves as the exhibition cata-
log, architect/alumnus/editor Richard Oliver
has provided more than a sentimental jour-
ney for Columbia graduates. Faculty mem-
bers Robert A.M. Stern, Rosemarie Haag Blet-
ter, Kenneth Frampton, and James Marston
Fitch, among others, contribute seven ‘‘the-
matic”’ essays inter-relating the history of
Columbia with the history of architecture and
architectural education. Seven additional es-
says (four by graduate students) outline spe-
cific chapters in Columbia’s 100-year history.
Dean James Stewart Polshek supplies the
introduction; 204 illustrations, the visuals.

THE LINZ CAFE, by Christopher Alexander; Oxford
University Press, $19.95.

A slender, but exquisite volume detailing the
design and construction of a cafe on the
banks of the Danube. Sponsors of the 1980
summer exposition “Forum Design” in Linz,
Austria, provided theorist/architect/profes-
sor/author Christopher Alexander with an
architectural commission, “‘with the explicit
intention of allowing him to express his ideas,
concepts, feelings and philosophy in a single
building.”” The humble wood structure with
its hand-painted wallflowers Alexander cre-
ated will be recognized by students of his
earlier four books— The Timeless Way of
Building, A Pattern Language, The Oregon
Experiment, The Production of Houses—as
the built expression of his theories. The bilin-
gual (German/English) The Linz Cafe marks a
welcome Volume Five to the much distin-
guished series. Color and black and white
photographs document the project; line
drawings detail the process.

ESSAYS IN ARCHITECTURAL CRITICISM: MODERN
ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORICAL CHANGE, by
Alan Colquhoun; The MIT Press, $30.

English architect and Princeton professor Alan
Colguhoun will be familiar to followers of
Oppositions for his memorable criticism of Le
Corbusier, Michael Graves, and Robert Ven-
turi. Appropriate then, that a selection of his
essays (written between 1962 and 1979)
should be compiled and published as the first
in a new series of “'*Oppositions Books’” from
the MIT Press. The four-chapter compendium
opens with “The Modern Movement in
Architecture’”” and “‘Symbolic and Literal
Aspects of Technology,” and closes with
“From Bricolage to Myth, or How to Put
Humpty-Dumpty Together Again” and “‘Form
and Figure.”” Oppositions co-editor Kenneth
Frampton