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Fine colored granites from producing quarries of worldwide reputa­
tion now offer the designer a wider range of colored stocks than 
have been commercially within reach in the past. The distinguished 
roster of domestic Fletcher granites, widely used and admired, have 
been supplemented with imported granites of rare beauty from 
Canada, South America, Europe and Africa.* Surprising economy is 
possible by spedfying Fletcher Granite Veneer. Domestic sheets may 
be ordered in sizes up to 12 feet by 8 feet and in imported stocks in 
sheets up to 6 feet by 3 feet. Optimum economic thickness for either 
veneer is i Yz inches. Fletcher consultants will be pleased to collabo­
rate in the solution of any problems incident to the use of granite. 
*Our Bulletin No.S, COLOR IN granite, illustrating 17 imported and domestic 

granites in full natural color, available on request.

H - E » F LETCH E R COM P A N Y
WEST CHELMSTORD. MASSACHUSETTS. • 104 EAST 40tm STREET, NEW YORK II, N. Y
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needs no 
adhesive!

lay directly over 
unsealed concrete 
despite moisture!

needs no 
waxing . .. 
ever!
High gloss 
finish lasts 
indefinitely!

THE FLOORING SENSATION 
OF THE CENTURY



!ru ROBBINS!
( M This time the first
^ COMPLETELY SATISFACTORY conductive flooring

LIFET1ME®VINYL all-purpose
STATIC-PROOF ^

'ide range of decorative colors

Check these improvements over previous conductive floorings: 

Brilliant, beautiful colors 

\ Maximum light refleaion 

^ Needs no waxing , . . ever 

y Needs no adhesive 

\ Can be laid on all type sub floors 

y/ Simple, low-cost installation

Robbins LIFETIME VINYL all-purpose STATIC-PROOF TiJe is 
guaranteed to meet all specifications of the National Fire Protective 
Association. It is produced in gauge only, sues 9x9 and 12 x 12 
in Robbins Vinyl Terra-Tile patterns.

in a u

WRITE FOR SAMPLES AND COMPLETE INFORMATION

ROBBINS FLOOR PRODUCTS, Inc.
TUSCUMBIA (Muscle Sfioolsl ALABAMA

In Ceneda: VINYL PRODUCTS and SURFACES. Inc., Montreal and Ter«nla 
Sm our Catalog In Swoot't — Otacii th« Yollow Paga* el your Talepliono Otrorfory



The New Louisiana Purchase

Every day America orossM a frontier—the 
ftontier of • new market. It la the market 
created by an ever growing population. Since 

Pearl Harbor, our population haa increaaed 
23''3 mlUiona—more than all the people now 
living in the region weat of the Minisnppi once 
called the Louialana purchaae, that vast billion- 
acre area wluch provided uc with geographical 
Irontiera for a hundred years.

During 1952. 8,500 babiei were bom daily, 
increoaing our population by nearly 3,000,000 
people. New fainiliea and bigger famiUea need 
more and bigger houaef, more food. Clothing, 
cars, roads, hoapitala, churches, achoi:^. Their 
needs call for continuing and increasing pro­

duction from farms and factories.
Tliere are those among us who say a decline 

in government spending will bring depression. 
But where la there room for depression when 
we add the population of another Minnesota or 
an Iowa to our nation each year—when the 
need for goods and services increases steadily? 
In fact, only by tapering oU our vast programs 
of government spending can industry and 
business hope to provide sufficient goods to 
maintain our present standard of living and 
satisfy the demands of our ever growing 
population

Let 00 one tell you America has crossed its 
last frontier.

The Youngstovm Sheet and Tube Company
GvmiaI OlficM-Youngatown 1. Ohio 

Export OHiow-SOO Filth Avenue, New York 
MANUFACTURERS OF CARBON ALLOY AND YOUDY STEELS

XUJIOAB TUCK SPIKXS • COKOUrr • HOT AHS COLD nNISKKD CARSON AMS ALLOT lARS . HTt AMD 
TD9ULAS nODUCTS . WlRl . tLSCTROLYTIC TIM PLATS - COXI fW PUTS . ROSS - SKXITS . PLATTS.



NIC

LEVATORINC

OAUrOMATfC
OWRAttNA PROORAMS

ELIMINATES
THE

HUMAN
ELEMENT

FOLLOWS 
TRAFFIC 

DEMANDS 
AUTOMATICALLY

T/iera's nothing to do.
Tronic tolls the elevators

what to do.

ELEVATORIN6 IS THE BUSINESS OF OTIS
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► Enduring as the 
hills, this famous stone is equally distinguished for its 
practical utility and serviceability as for its matchless, 
natural beauty. Noted for its amazing strength, it is 
highly resistant to deterioration from exposure, as 
well as fire-proof to the point of calcination. Indeed, 
Indiana Limestone lasts indefinitely when properly 
used. Add to this its r«dy workability, versatility for 
every type of building, and moderate cost... and you 

appreciate why it is still today, as always . . .

The Nation’s Building Stone

can

INDIANA LIMESTONE
P. O. BOX 471, BEDFORD, INDIANAINDIANA LIMESTONE INSTITUTE

You are invited to make full and frequent use of our 

technical counsel without expense or obligation
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today •.. more 
architects 
can specify 
world famous...

Bio thino» are happening at LudmonI 
Becouse more and more architects oil over 
the world ore specifying Avto*Lok windows, 
we hove hod to increase production ogoinf 
New, in our new plant—the largeit in 
the world manufacturing owning 
windows and |alousies—we ore in 
position to supply even greater demands. .A
For beauty . . . procticol utility, ventilation 
control, easy operation, trouble-free service 
and long life—specify Ludman Auto-Lok 
Windows! No other window odds so much to 
building oppeoronce and uhTity. >1

msM Tightest 
Closing 
Window 
Ever 
Me de

ITake advontoge af Ludmon's Engineering and Planning 
services. Per ony job, iorge Or small, Ludman window 
engineers welcome the opportunity to help you, rrtnterstsr

See Us At Booth 28
BSih Annuol Convention, AIA 

June 16-17-18, Seattle, Wash.
LUDMAN

BOX 4S4I. DEPT.AIA-6.

UDMAN LEADS THE WORLD N WINDOW ENGINEERING



Is flooring
overhead"?

aren’t alike, it takes an expert to 
help you.

The Kendle, Inc. Flooring Con­
tractor is just such an expert... fully 
qualified to advise you on all floor­
ing problems. If you don’t know his 
name and address, look under 
FLOORS in your Classified Telephone 
Directory.

Yes, in the sense that its initial cost 
to your client and continued upkeep 
"cannot be charged to any particu­
lar part of the work or product.” 
(Webster)

That’s why flooring must be care­
fully chosen to avoid a dissatisfied 
client or an actual loss on the job. 
And because floors that look ahke

KENFIEXKENRUEBERKENCORKKENTILE

KENTILEinc.
2ND •nOOKLVN IS. N. Y.





FOR THIS GREAT, NEW STYLE 
IN TILEI

MATICO
HURRAHS—from America * value-wiee home buyers. 
It's hisb-atyle flooring at low tile priee* . ■ . easy to 
atmin . . . lasts lor yMrsI
APPLAUSE—Iron) leading dccoraters. They welcome 
the fresh, new siting thjd gives them wide freedom 
in creating exciting decorative schemes.
A ROUSING HAND — from architects everywhere. 
Confetti is ideal for every type of installation includ* 

on>grade, slab construction homes, Fortified with 
polystyrrae plastic for bright, enduring colors . . . 
extn toughness and resiliency.
Confetti is available in 10 »y. festive colors, in 
6* X 9“ tiles of %“ thickness. Write deportment 12-5 today for full detaib aiwl specification data.

in

MASTIC TILE CORPORATION OP AMERICA 
Member: Asphalt Tile Institute 

Joliet, 111. • Long Beach, Calif. • Newburgh, N, Y.



3o you know that school classrooms need cooling more than heating?

DRAFT STOP... heats, ventilates and cools
This remarkable system of heating, ventilat­
ing and cooling ... an exclusive development 
of the Herman Nelson division of American 
Air Filter Company, Inc., has banished drafts 
in classrooms in modem schools from Maine 
to California. DRAFT] STOP solves the 
special heating and cooling problems involved 
in modem school design. Architects in 31 
states have already endorsed this system by 
specifying this trouble-free unit ventilator in 
hundreds of new schools.

Herman Nelson has < onducied endless tests to 
determine the efficiency of this new system 
under actual classroom conditions. We will 
gladly supply you with specific information 
and graphs tabulating the results of these im­
portant scientific studies. A call to our nearest 
brunch office or an inquiry to Herman Nelson, 
Unit Ventilator Products, DepL JA-5, Amer­
ican Air Filter Company, Inc., Louisville 8, 
Kentucky will bring 
you this information.

%I
II HERmnn nEison((ran STOP

1 SYSTEM OF CLASSROOM 

HEATING AND VENTILATING



A Combined Service . .
for both fine structural Marble 

and equally fine 
structural Limestone

Now . . . from virtually inexhaustible sources, you may 
obtain Georgia Marble, a superior stone in its class 
. . . or Rockwood Alabama Limestone, with charac­
teristics not to be found in any other limestone in this 
country.

Both Georgia Marble and Rockwood Alabama Lime­
stone have proven superiorities which have been demon­
strated through the years, throughout the natitxi. Both 
are produced under rigid supervision that assures con­
sistent quality of fabrication. Both have been exten­
sively used for scores of years.

Literature and data will be promptly supplied on request

GEORGIA
marble*

ALABAMA
LIMESTONE

Inquiries Should be Directed to

The GEORGIA MARBLE CO., Tate, Georgia
or its Subsidiary

ALABAMA LIMESTONE COMPANY, Russellville, Alabama



How Does Italy Do It?
By Sidney W, Little

DEAN, SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND ALLIED ARTS 
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

Excerpt from Dean Little*! report «f lii! recent viiit 
to Europe, investigatiag collaboration among the arts.

Y PROJECT was originally 
conceived in 1950 when 

four regions of the United States 
were permitted public display of an 
exhibition titled “Italy at Work,” 
and from several published ac­
counts of other exhibits in Italy.
This event was a display of the 
most recent developments in Italy 
within the collective field of crea­
tive arts. It seemed to offer posi­
tive indication of a contemporary 
trend that far exceeded anything of 
its kind in America. The exhibits 
were not confined to architecture 
but showed collaboration of archi­
tecture and urban planning with 
painting, mural decoration, ce­
ramics, furniture and others of the 
craft-arts. The work throughout 
was of such high quality as to do 
justice to any country in a normal 
condition but, in the case of Italy, 
after only a few short years since 
devastating war and with all the 
typical European problems of eco­

nomic and social adjustment, the 
quality was fax beyond any expec­
tation. Further than that, these 
exhibitions indicated a positive co­
ordinating influence that appeared 
to lift the minor arts as a group 
to a level with the new architec­
ture.

M

The realities of the exhibitions 
clearly showed that the current 
spirit was not a return to the 
fascist eclecticism in architecture, 
nor was it servile acceptance of the 
international movement in West­
ern Europe. On the arts and crafts 
side, the post-war work was not a 
return to the Renaissance of Italy’s 
former period of power. The new 
work did not seem tied to the same 
approach as in the Scandanavian 
"Community-art” development. Of 
course, some of the older senti­
ments were still visible and some 
traditional motifs were still em­
ployed. In any country, and par­
ticularly one with Italy’s former

Journal of The A. I. A.

243



on a “stand-by” basis, in which 
even laymen continued respect for 
and expectation in collaboration. 
No one denied that the devastation 
of Italy during the past war made 
possible, all at once, many of the 
unexpected developments now 
found on every major city street; 
nor did anyone deny that the 
greatly enlarged American market 
for luxury art objects since the war 
has had a boom effect on the 
Italian, who can always rise to such 
a challenge. All agreed that there 
has been a long-time unity of all 
the arts by all the creative people. 
That is accepted as a matter of 

The evidence of more

artistic prominence, such heritage 
could not completely be discarded. 
In the main, however, this was a 
new Italy speaking, and a new 
Italy taking a rightful place in the 
artistic world—a new Italy at 
work. Somehow Italy appeared to 
have accomplished in a few short 
post-war years what many profes­
sional groups in the United States 
failed to equal in a decade except 
at a narrow local level, or for a 
single art form.

If any conclusions arc to be 
drawn eitlier from the visits with 
Italian craftsmen or from my notes 
on their completed work, they 
might well be made using a date­
line in Florence. These final state­

course.
conscious collaboration is less than 
the evidence of increasing interests 
between the arts and meeting of 
greater expectations of the public.

ments—like other previous onci 
are composite views representing a 
fair cross section of professional 
and artistic opinion. Italy is at 
work, and in north Italy there is 
evidence of increasing collaborative 
effort toward what the Italians pre­
fer to call a “more organic archi- 

Part of this industry in

❖
My Italian friends seemed to 

feel that American interests in 
these developments were prompted 
by the fact that in America we tend 
to draw a sharper line of demarca­
tion between the artist and the ar­
chitect. Our attention to tech­
nological development in architec­
ture and construction and our urge 
toward more vertical specializations 
have tended to make such a line 
even sharper. In Italy the reverse

1953

tecture.'
the creative arts is a natural carry­
over from the heritage of the 
Renaissance after another of those
artistic depressions when Italy 
seemed decadent hi her creative 
abilities. Others feci that even dur­
ing war periods there still remained 
unity and collaboration of the arts

June,
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has been true. The architect 
and often does, penetrate deeply 
into the special fields of the painter 
or the sculptor without feeling of 
trespass. In fact, there are many 
instances where such leaning 
toward a dual role is mutually wel­
comed by the artist or architect as 
complement to the other s efforts. 
In America the failure to have 
such sympathy is also to fail to 
have natural ability in the sister 
arts acceptable professionally. This 
has caused the average architect to 
become enmeshed within a narrow 
activity where he is at the mercy 
of the artist and often simply afraid 
of him. In such a situation healthy 
collaboration cannot develop.

In Italy almost every architect 
is constantly “doodling” with 
sketch ideas for all sorts of acces­
sory features to supplement his ar­
chitecture. Many are just for fun 
or relaxation, but many arc actually 
employed on the project or might 
even be published in one of the 
professional magazines. The 
age American architect doodles at 
his telephone and then only geo­
metrically. Nor can the American 
expect to have his whim for 
tom design of lighting fixture 
cocktail table built for 
client when production is geared to 
quantity output. The Italian de­

pends almost entirely upon smaller 
production for his accessory ele­
ments. Loss of interest in efforts 
of this type is not unaccounted for 
in American practice.

Another difference that sharpens 
these contrasts is the methods for 
communication of collaborative 
ideas via professional magazines. 
The Europeans are overwhelmed 
by the volume of technical adver­
tising to support the small pro­
portion of editorial matter in our

can,

publications. They notice our lack 
of critical editorials of any depth. 
They sense the willingness of the 
profession to let others speak for 
it, and wonder why so few educa­
tors write for the journals and why 
the educators and the practitioners 
are often so far apart in their 
view's. They feel that some of 
these tendencies are contributory 
toward a trend away from collab­
oration of the arts and humanism
m our contemporary movement.

As an example of this concept 
they point to their engineering pub­
lication, Edilixia Moderna. which 
is a slick-paper journal concerning 
itself with all elements of

aver-

cus- engi-
neermg. Its editors claim thator
coverage beyond the range of actual 
engineering practice is important, 
because it gives the Italian engineer

an average

Journal of The A. I. A.
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chitects had achieved a degree of 
collaboration that was enviable to 
them. It seems to be mostly in 
point of view plus opportunity to 
witness selected or higher concen­
tration of examples.

The choice of Italy as the center 
for this project was a good one. 
The conferences I had with her 
architects were stimulating experi- 

I shall not forget. My visits 
to the studios and workshops will 
be invaluable assets to draw upon 
for years to come. I left Italy 
knowing that what they are doing 
is not at all what we could or 
should attempt, but I had a posi­
tive feeling that what they are do­
ing is healthy for Italy. Their 
collaborative efforts, and even work 
without collaboration, have had 
unifying influences on the country. 
Everyone is interested in the “New 
Italy.’* They arc busy. They arc 
working hard. Their towns arc 
clean and the land is well groomed. 
They have cleared up most of their 
war damage. The people look 
happy and well fed. Their shops 
are full and their products show 
attention to craftsmanship. Italy 
is at work and the work is good. 
She may yet have another renais­
sance.

opportunity to be constantly aware 
of the "total picture” instead of 
“high technical specialty as exclu­
sive professional reading, 
editors appear not to have to solicit 
articles from architects since they 
publish any contribution of remote 
value to either of the professions or 
construction industry. There is 
no rift between egineer and archi­
tect. The engineer usually limits 
his practice to industrial structures 

engineering projects but often 
calls in the architect to collaborate 

design. The Italian architect 
is c^uaKfled and takes the time to 
do more of his own engineering 
than we do in America. In un­
usual situations he, like his Ameri­
can colleague, calls in an engineer­
ing collaborator.

These differences arc natural 
variations of practice and they have 
developed slowly over many years. 
Just as differences in quality or ex­
tent of the contract documents; or 
in methods of collecting fees; or 
registration for professional prac­
tice have been adapted to meet con­
ditions of practice in each country 

have collaborative efforts be-

The

ences

or

on

—so
tween the arts developed differ­
ently. I even found some Italians 
of the opinion that American ar-



The Architect and Engineer in Urban 
Redevelopment

By Carl Feiss
CHIEF, PLANKING AND ENGINEERING BRANCH 

DIVISION OF SLUM CLEARANCE AND URBAN REDEVELOPMENT 
HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE ACENCT

The mala body of a speech delivered at the joint meeting of 
the Engineers’ Club of St. Louis and the St. Louis Chapter, 

A.I.A., March 12, 1953

given to private enterprise in the 
furtherance of the objective of the 
re-use plans made locally and that 
the land cleared under Title I may 
be re-used for a wide variety of 
purposes including public uses, and 
industrial, commercial, and resi­
dential rebuilding. One of the 
statutory requirements of Title I 
is that the redevelopment plan 
must be sufficiently complete to in­
dicate its relationship to definite 
local objectives as to appropriate 
land uses and improved traffic, 
public transportation, public utili­
ties, recreational and community 
facilities and other public improve­
ments. The resultant diversity of 
proposals is offering to architects 
and engineers great opportunities 
in design and construction.

I have mentioned that this is a 
program of city rebuilding. It may 
not have occurred to many of you 
here that the physical rebuilding of 
American cities is essential if we 
are to preserve a capital investment

wE ARE NOW ENGAGED in a
Slum Clearance and Urban 

Redevelopment program involving 
nearly 260 localities ranging from 
Hawaii to the Virgin Islands. This 
program involves making use of 
Title I of the Housing Act of 

In this act, as you know, 
the HHFA is empowered to assist 
cities and counties in the clearance 
of slums and blighted areas for 
uses compatible to local planning 
programs. The HHFA provides 
assistance through definitive loans 
and grants-in-aid for project plan­
ning and for the clearance and 
preparation of sites for the new 
uses proposed by the locality. This 
program differs from other Federal 
programs. It is not exclusively a 
housing program and Is not to be 
confused with the Public Housing 
program under Title III of the 
Housing Act of 1949. The objec­
tives of Title I perhaps can be 
clarified by this statement that the 
maximum opportunity shall be

1949.
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wonder if you have asked your­
selves why. In fact, it would be 
interesting to know what portion 
of this audience is living within the 
city limits. The fact is that be­
cause of the lack of control and 
direction of city growth, every one 
of us is trying to raise our families 
as far away from town as possible. 
Very frankly, a very large part of 
the blame for the lack of satisfac­
tion of the American people with 
the living and working conditions 
in our central city rests squarely on 
the shoulders of us, the architects 
and engineers.

in a physical plant which is too 
great to be lost without destroying 
a fundamental portion of our na­
tional economy. For many rea­
sons, your own city of St. Louis, 
and every other city in the United 
States, has been impacted by deter­
ioration and obsolescence. Among 
the most important of these rea­
sons is the natural decay resulting 
from the aging of the city itself. 
Many buildings were poorly built 
to begin with and have not success­
fully withstood continued use be­
yond what should have been con­
sidered as their normal life span. 
In addition to which, street systems 
and utility systems designed for 
bygone eras are still in continued 
use and are obviously no longer 
adequate to meet the requirements 
of today’s living and working con­
ditions. Most of us as architects 
and engineers have been working 
with new buildings and new areas 
and the vast technical knowledge 
and know-how of the architectural 
and engineering professions has 
not been used to date effectively to 
prevent cities from destroying 
themselves through lack of plan­
ning and careless neglect. As 
things stand at the present time, 
not one of you in this room would, 
dream of building a home for your­
selves in downtown St. Louis. I

We are trained in such a way 
that we could have prevented, if 
we had had the guts and imagina­
tion ourselves, much of the destruc­
tion which has been taking place 
in the real value in the capital 
structure of our cities. And we 
could have prevented the .situations 
which now place our major retail 
business areas in jeopardy. I know 
that as professionals we are not 
supposed to go client hunting, any 
more than doctors are supposed to 
chase ambulances. I also know 
that the biggest potential client 
there is for us is the big city which 
is today a pretty sick body. Maybe 
you and I don’t agree on the defini-

juNt, 1953
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tion as to what is really profes' 
sional, but we can’t sit around 
watching our cities die. We must 
use the best remedies known to 
prevent a civic destruction which 
may be slower than the atomic 
bomb but which ultimately could 
prove as damaging.

Now it is perfectly obvious that 
there are basic social and econom­
ical problems involved in the 
whole field of Slum Clearance and 
Urban Redevelopment. These are 
problems of such tremendous scale 
that they cannot and must not be 
minimized. I want to address my­
self this evening, however, to the 
role of the engineer, the architect 
and the city planner, and to their 
very specific physical planning re­
sponsibilities, leaving to other im­
portant experts and technicians the 
study and solution of these funda­
mental issues. 1 want to make it 
clear that, without sound social and 
economic objectives firmly estab­
lished in every city, no sound plans 
for urban rebuilding can be drawn. 
The writing of the program on 
which plans are to be based is not 
easy. There are many unknown 
problems and many unsolved con­
troversies. But, this does not mean 
that we can wait for someone else 
to enter into the making of basic 
decisions. The program-writing

job is a joint responsibility of all 
of us. Today every city must de­
cide what it wants to become. 
These decisions must be formulated 
in the general plans for each city 
and its metropolitan area prepared 
by planning commissions and based 
upon the objectives voiced by the 
citizens and by the municipal de­
partments and the divisions of the 
metropolitan communities charged 
with physical improvement. Nei­
ther St. Louis, nor Pittsburgh as 
an example, would have been suc­
cessful in their smoke abatement 
programs if the citizen as a whole 
and the industrialists, business 
leaders and public officials had not 
agreed that the best interest of the 
community as a whole would be 
served by clearing the air to pre­
vent the accelerated blight from 
the smog and dust. These have 
been positive programs and some 
of the results are clearly identifi­
able. The same type of positive 
program must be applied to de­
cisions on appropriate land uses 
and to the necessary servicing of 
these uses by the best devices 
known to man, including improv­
ed metropolitan traffic transporta­
tion systems, improved utility sys­
tems, improved municipal and 
metropolitan recreational and ed­
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provements. One of the objec­
tives of the Slum Clearance and 
Urban Redevelopment program is 
not only to eliminate slums and the 
high cost of their maintenance and 
operation, but also to create new 
sources of revenue and to stabilize, 
where appropriate, existing values 
which the city cannot afford to lose. 
We cannot afford to build new 
slums or to continue to support the 
inertia which provides the feeding 
grounds for the further spread of 
blight.

Each one of us has special in­
terests and special competencies in 
his own chosen field, but there is 
a role for each one of us in city 
building. We must recognize by 
this time the fact that the public 
at large has great difficulty in 
visualizing what can be done to re­
store municipalities to their proper 
condition and to provide the 
mechanism of orderly development. 
Certainly we cannot expect our 
average business man or lawyer or 
politician to conceive of the possi­
bilities inherent in modern technol­
ogy which make possible the kind 
of programs I will be presenting 
to you this evening. To sell the 
city-rebuilding idea to the public 
at large, there must be on our part 
an aggressive interest in city re­
building and through our plans a

1953

ucational systems, improved reg­
ional and metropolitan public 
health programs, and the improve­
ments in the many other 6elds 
relating to sound city building.

The surgical methods which we 
are employing in Slum Clearance 
and Urban Development would 
have limited value if wc were only 
clearing slums. There is an appro­
priate use for every piece of land 
in and around a city and the plan­
ning commissions in every city and 
urbanized county should study 
land uses thoroughly enough to de­
termine what these appropriate uses 
really are. Where many planning 
commissions fail is that they are 
not working closely enough with 
the local engineers and architects 
(and vice versa), to make a proper, 
clear, and complete visualization of 
the proposed uses of land. When 
a super highway is planned it may, 
if it is badly planned or incom­
pletely thought through, create as 
many problems as it is intended to 
solve. Our city plans must be con­
ceived as three-dimensional build- 
ing programs, affecting population 
densities in both our residential and 
work areas, affecting the tax struc­
ture, and a metropolitan area’s 
ability to pay for the cost of im­
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specific demonstration of what can 
be done with our imaginative but 
practical genius. I have been very 
much encouraged by the reception 
which dynamic and imaginative 
plans have been received by locali­
ties. 1 have been further encour­
aged by the fact that architects and 
engineers have not been afraid to 
make this kind of plan. There has 
been a growing realization that a 
city docs not have to be dull and 
ugly, but that it can and must be 
pleasant and worthwhile place in 
which to live and work. There is 
no reason that I can think of why 
downtown St. Louis should not be­
come as good a place to live in or 
work in as its suburbs. There is 
no reason why your city or any 
other need to continue for any ex­
tended period of time as a place 
from which its citizens would like 
to withdraw if they can.

his organizations, in advising his 
community as to methods which 
might be used in solving municipal 
problems. He should join actively 
in programs having to do with re- 
zoning of the city and the metro­
politan area, the improvements of 
building and housing codes, and 
other measures intended to improve 
municipal development. He should 
support worthwhile bond issues and 
should appear on behalf of physical 
improvement programs at official 
public meetings. He should join 
the business man and the lawyers in 
civic leadership. He should run 
for public office. He should be­
come a true professional; not only 
his technical responsibilities are 
called upon, but also his ability to 
serve as a citizen of the community 
as a whole.

I know that, standing here, I am 
delivering fine glittering generali­
ties. Tomorrow you vote on im­
portant bond issues. There are 
pay rolls and liquor bills, and other 
necessities to face. How can you 
take time off to go to all the meet­
ings to become a responsible citi­
zen ? Also, you can’t be giving 
away your technical know-how 
free. Well, in the first place, I 
am a great believer in making your 
professional organizations work for 
you. They will, if you work for

4*
Now what can the engineer and 

architect do or what should he do? 
What role should he play in mod­
ern city development ? In my opin­
ion, he should first find out what 
is happening to his city, what is 
wrong w’ith it, and what is right. 
He should join with his fellow 
technicians, offering both his per­
sonal services and the services of
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favor if you follow this line, and 
that it will pay off many times 

In fact, it could be that in

them. The architects, engineers, 
and planners all have such organi­
zations but all too infrequently do 
they appear in public. I know of 
city after dty that has passed or 
revised building codes, housing 
codes, zoning ordinances, general 
plans, and all of the mechanisms 
controlling not only the location, 
design, and construction of indi­
vidual buildings but also all of the 
buildings of the community in ag­
gregate, and there hasn’t been a 
peep out of the architect, engineer, 
or planner until it is all over. Then 
the howls begin. I haven’t the 
least idea what you can afford or 
you can’t afford. It is none of my 
business how you run your office 
or your business affairs or your 
home life. But of this I can assure 
you, you can’t afford these days to 
let other people make technical and 
design decisions for you. This is 
your business. I should mention 
also that where the public interest 
involves the making of architec­
tural, engineering, building, and 
planning decisions, such decisions 
are part of your true professional 
responsibility, whatever the by­
laws of your present professional 
organizations may say to the con­
trary or by omission. So, get in 
and pitch. And if I were a betting 
man, I’d say the odds were in your

over.
a short time a lot of people will be 
paying for services they never 
dreamed existed.

City rebuilding is a continuous 
process. One or two projects in 
slum clearance can only be demon­
strations. Every city needs not 
only such demonstrations to prove 
what can be done, but it also needs 
active and powerful vigilante com­
mittees made up of technicians of 
good will, men charged with a 
dynamic zeal to repair, rebuild, and 
create. Today we are facing a 
crisis in municipal management. 
The old plant is proving expensive 
to run and unsatisfactory as a place 
in which to house our citizens, our 
business and our industry.

Pittsburgh leads the country by 
its courageous rebuilding of its 
Golden Triangle—an old blighted 
commercial area not unlike the St. 
Louis waterfront used to be. While 
St. Louis preceded Pittsburgh in a 
clean-up job, Pittsburgh beat you 
in rebuilding a similar area. Chi­
cago is now blasting super-high­
ways into the mountains of the 
Loop. Kansas City is ringing the 
central business area with en-
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tangling vines of expressways. 
Philadelphia, in demolishing its old 
railroad station and its famous 
"Chinese Wall,” is creating a vast 
open area which I hope will be re­
built in accordance with the pro­
posals of the Planning Commission, 
and not of unimaginative real estate 
interests. If the latter wins, it 
means expensive surgery again at a 
later date.

Each of the projects I have men­
tioned, and there are many others, 
is a major local effort to prevent 
the ultimate self-destruction of each 
city. In these, slum clearance has 
been incidental to other purposes. 
However, city after city is now 
pushing slum clearance simultane­
ously with other drastic improve­
ments in a valiant effort to reduce 
the constantly increasing rate of 
municipal obsolescence. It is an 
exciting fight to get into. I 
wouldn’t be missing it for the 
world.

The Atomic Age we arc enter­
ing poses both danger and excite­
ment. I can not visualize myself 
what the limitless power of nuclear 
energy can do /or us. We must 
worry, of course, about what it can

do to us. That is just common 
sense in this tricky and dangerous 
world of today. But we are build­
ers here and our responsibility is 
towards an objective of great and 
peaceful cities in a world in which 
our building technology keeps pace 
with the technology of other sci­
ences. Our training in the schools 
of architecture and engineering 
must be as broad a gauge as in the 
physics or electronic laboratories or 
in the social science classes. The 
man of tomorrow will have un­
dreamed of tools at his disposal and 
he must use them well for the best 
interests of his community. What 
wc have done and arc now doing 
with our Stone Age methods and 
our neolithic technological organi­
zations will shortly place us in a 
bottom drawer of history. In the 
meantime, I wouldn’t worry too 
much about what people will be 
thinking about us in the future. 
Our job is to gear up for action, 
to help write the programs for city 
rebuilding and to place ourselves 
at the disposal of our neighbors in 
a job which has no end, but which, 
thank God, holds limitless oppor­
tunities.
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Cache as Cache Can
By Edwin Bateman Morris

and there would have come into be­
ing the cultural effort to remem­
ber.

~ s FAR BACK AS^ and bcfore,
___  1679, when Captain Kidd
began digging and backfilling, an 
important instinct of the human 
race has been to hide and file. It 
promotes neatness, mystery and 
good housekeeping. Therefore it 
is now essential in building houses 
to make use of all spaces not ab­
sent-mindedly filled with pipes by 
the plumber, for closets; and all 
available wall surface for drawers 
and cupboards.

This is progress. Cultural ad­
vance is indicated by the delicate 
distinction drawn between things 
to be seen and things not to be 
seen; and by the ability to remem­
ber where a percentage of the 
seen things might be.

How much greater would have 
been our national prepress had the 
Pilgrim fathers possessed waffle 
devices, smart gadgets for uniting 
hot water and coffee, time-savers 
which if found would shred, dice 
or otherwise reshape high-sales- 
resistance foods; had they had golf 
sticks, changes of clothes, projec­
tors, Wedgwood, and floor- 
waxers. There would have been 
special filing spaces, instead of the 
easy cellar, attic and open shelves;

K

In bright imagination one could 
picture Priscilla Alden standing be­
fore a facade of drawer-fronts, had 
they existed, saying “Prithee, 
John,” (dropping into the young 
collegiate talk of the day) in 
which drawer didst thou insert our 
new whirlaway mix-proprietor?” 
and John, descending to knees, con­
centrating, knowing he’d better, or 
Priscilla would begin thinking 
about that top-brass Standish boy.

There it could have been—an 
accelerated culture in the making. 
Urgent mental exercise in search­
ing and finding could not but have 
built up the historic mind. National 
thought would have attained new 
zeniths, to prevent, let us say, con­
flicts and international misunder­
standings.

(I*

un-

❖
However that may be, it is now 

true that precision storage is a 
major part of residential planning. 
It is almost a social deficiency not 
to have a kitchen with three sides 
devoted *to closets and drawers. 
The two-sided kitchen owners are
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of course invited to the large af­
fairs. It is smart in bedrooms to 
have a counter-high closet-and- 
drawer arrangement. There will 
be elsewhere in the house caches for 
linens, separate spot for towels, 
cedar thing for woolens, closets for 
vacuum cleaner, for ironing-board, 
for bridge—that is to say canasta 
—tables, for athletic stuff, for 
coats, for typewriter, and so on and 
on and on.

blandly ignoring orderliness and 
the resulting high mental develop­
ment.

It is certain that making the 
whole house a smooth and complex 
piece of furniture sharpens the 
mind. It is invaluable training for 
seeing through, as it were, and dis­
covering hidden things behind 
arion5rmous filing fronts. Nothing 
develops our national search for 
inner trudi like standing before a 
bank of drawers and cupboards— 
and wondering!One is impressed by the high 

foreheads of our women—result­
ing from closets. Scoffers assert 
that these filing arrangements 
automatically defeat the purpose, 
that only the most extensively 
equipped mind could rediscover 
what is therein contained. In re­
actionary spirit, they favor cellars 
and attics and open cupboards 
openly arrived at. They cite the 
classic instance of the woman who, 
moving out of her house, found 
five coffee-makers stowed in vari­
ous perfect concealment spots and 
w’as still buying at the time of in­
ventory.

They advance the wavering and 
uncertain premise that money saved 
by non-excavation for basements is 
lost on intricate cabinetwork for 
closets and cupboards, calling the 
operation of these which-craft;

Awards
The New York Section of the 

Illuminating Engineering Society 
recently sponsored a competition 
among students, requiring them to 
study the problem of illuminating 
a suburban library. The students 
were not required to design the 
lighting equipment itself, but 
rather to indicate the function and 
effect desired. First prize was 
awarded to Joseph d'Amilia, a 
fourth-year student in architecture 
at Pratt Institute; second prize to 
Richard Moger, and third prize to 
Irving Weiner—also students at 
Pratt. The judges were Richard 
Kelley, an illuminating engineer, 
Harvey Clarkson and Alfred Eas­
ton Poor, F.A.i.A.^ architects.

Journal of The A. I. A.

2S5



Housing the Aging
A suraraary of the conference held July 24-26, 1952, at the Uni­
versity of Michigan. For much of the following we are indebted 
to the report of Max Alexander, Chairman of the Housing Com­
mittee and Conference delegate from the Rhode Island Commis­

sion to Study Problems of the Aged

figures show that there are more 
than lOj^-milHon per«)ns over 65 
years of age living in non-farm 
areas, of whom 7j^-million main­
tain their own households. In 
1945 the proportion of the total 
population classified as urban 
reached 60 per cent. Since then 
the proportion of the aged living 
in the cities has grown faster than 
the proportion of the total popula­
tion as between urban and agricul­
tural.

The economic factors are dis­
turbing. Over half of all these 
families were found to have in­
comes of less than $2,000 a year, 
and over 30 per cent had incomes 
of less than $1,000 per year. It is 
clear that these people cannot af­
ford either to rent or to buy 
shelter on the open real-estate mar­
ket. It was suggested that Title I, 
Section A of the National Housing 
Act offered a possibility of financ­
ing low-cost housing that might 
meet this need.

It might be thought that the 
states of Florida and California 
would have a preponderance of old

1953

SOME 600 INDIVIDUALS attended 
the fifth annual Ann Arbor 

Conference, which was under the 
joint sponsorship of the University 
of Michigan, Michigan State Med­
ical Society, Committee on the 
Aging and Geriatrics of FSA and 
HHFA.

It is a curious fact that this 
problem is anything but a new one- 
For several thousand years it had 
been satisfactorily solved by many 
peoples throughout the world. The 
basic factor in its solution was 

to the land. From the Bibleaccess
story of the prodigal son through 
the whole history of primogeniture 
and the agricultural peoples gen­
erally, there was no question of the 
independence and dominance of the 
heads of families. While he or she 
lived, the master of the house, or 
the matriarch of the family, was 
never in any danger of becoming a
dependent.

With the marked trend of re­
cent years, when so many persons 
have moved oflf the land to the 
cities, the problem has once more 
emerged. In the 1950 census data,
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people who had moved there in re­
tirement. The figures show, 
that about 40 per cent of the 
nation’s aged are found in the 
states of New York, Pennsylvania, 
California, Ohio and Illinois. 
However, neither California with 
its 8.5 per cent, or Florida with its 
8.6 per cent are within the upper 
third of the states in their relative 
populations of 65 years and over. 
New Mexico has the smallest per­
centage of its population 65 years 
old or over—4.9 per cent—^while 
New Hampshire, with 10.8 per 
cent, is at the other end of the 
scale. They live to a good old age 
in New Hampshire.

these represent 94 per cent of the 
aged population, who live out their 
lives in a conventional house, not 
necessarily their own, but at least 
in the home of relatives or friends.

We know very little about how 
this older section of the population 
really wants to live. It is quite 
evident that most of them do not 
want to live with their children, if 
these children have families of their 
own. Too often married sons and 
daughters consider a mother as a 
built-in baby sitter. Nevertheless, 
the old people seem not to want to 
live in communities other than that 
in which they have their friends, 
children and acquaintances. Gen­
erally speaking, they want to live 
in neighborhoods in which they will 
sec baby carriages as well as 
hearses.

There is a marked tendency for 
elderly couples to remain in home­
steads that had long since been too 
big for their needs, due to the dis­
persal of the children. Sentiment 
and inertia keep these elderly folk 
in surroundings that usually are ill 
suited both to their needs and their 
means.

Architects in the Conference ex­
pressed the opinion that funda­
mentally there are no great dif­
ferences in the needs of old people 
and young people with regard to

The burden of providing hous­
ing for the aging need not fall 
upon the building industry alone. 
Community, church groups, foun­
dations and fraternal organizations 
should play an important role, par­
ticularly in meeting the housing 
needs of the aging at the lower 
end of the income scale. In the 
past, community groups have 
tended to place the major emphasis 
in this area upon care and shelter 
of the infirm and chronically ill 
aging persons. It was urged that 
further action should be directed 
for the healthy but aging persons;
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their housing. Most of the ameni­
ties, such as equable heating, elimi­
nation of drafts, elimination of 
thresholds, wider doors, slip-proof 
bathtubs, and the like, are desirable

the suggestion stage, 
thought that a university might 
sponsor multiple housing units for 
retired faculty members and their 
families. Undoubtedly such close 
association to the ctiltural life of a 
university town would have a great 
appeal for retired faculty members. 
There are inherent difficulties, as 
pointed out by a representative of 
the Equitable Life Assurance So­
ciety: restrictions that might bring 
expensive vacancies; difficulty of 
getting low rental rates except by 
equities supplied by the individual 
tenants—thus approaching the co­
operative project and its draw­
backs. However, the administra­
tion of such a campus project, 
handled by the university itself, 
could arrange for assignment of 
part of the retirement pensions to 
afford rental income. Such a 
campus home, if realised by uni­
versities generally, offers enticing 
possibilities in the tenants’ tempo­
rary exchange of quarters by geo­
graphical choice in lieu of vaca­
tions.

There are vast amounts of 
capital available which could be 
profitably employed in the con­
struction of congregate dwellings 
for aged people of small but 
sured income. Among the sources 
mentioned were credit unions,

1953

It was

for all groups and not for the aging 
alone. There was little encourage­
ment for any wide program of de­
signing special houses for this 

Nevertheless, there wasgroup.
general acceptance of the idea that 
there should be apartment space, 
largely in the two-story' garden- 
apartment type of structure, for 
aged couples, who could thereby 
simplify their housekeeping activi­
ties.

4-

There have been experiments, of 
course, in the design of special ac­
commodations, such as at Orange 
Park, Fla., where on a 68-acrc plot 
the Loyal Order of Moose built 
a community to accommodate 
single persons and married couples 
65 years of age and over. The com­
munity was planned on a cottage- 
unit basis, each cottage a one-story 
structure with 30 individual rooms, 
community dining-room, and re­
creational and infirmary facilities. 
The popularity of the project is 
attested by a long waiting list.

Another experiment of somewhat 
the same kind has merely reached
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which in Michigan alone have over 
$60,000,000 assets, labor unions 
who are accumulating funds, and 
life-insurance companies who are 
also ready to lend mwiey on a long­
term investment. It was suggested 
that philanthropic foundations es­
tablish housing corporations per­
mitting the aged to purchase shares 
entitling them to specific accom­
modations in a resident community 
equipped with an infirmary, cafe- 

. teria, commissary, lounges, hobby 
shops, and recreational facilities. 
A project of this type is being 
sponsored by the Housing Associa­
tion of Metropolitan Boston.

Several housing authorities have 
given careful consideration to the 
problem of building projects con­
taining single and double units 
suitable for older occupants. Rhode

Island has pioneered in this respect. 
The New York authority, as part 
of its state-aided program, requires 
that 5 per cent of the units in each 
new project incorporate certain 
design features suitable for the 
aged and reserved for such oc­
cupancy.

A rather surprising opinion 
from a delegate from the United 
States Savings and Loan League. 
He had found that the elderly per­
sons form a good investment risk, 
being less inclined than the younger 
folk to borrow money beyond their 

His opinion coin­
cided, however, with previous find­
ings that home ownership at an ad­
vanced age is not always feasible, 
and that a modest apartment pre­
sents a much easier solution of the 
shelter problem for elderly folk.

came

ability to pay.

Honors
A. Graham HendersoN/ Hon­

orary Corresponding Member, and 
past president of the R.I.B.A., 
has been elected an Academician David Kohx, f.a.i.a., Robert B. 
of the Royal Scottish Academy.

The National Academy of 
Design has elected the following 
architects as Associates; Pietro 
Belluschi, f.a.la., Charles 
Butler, f.a.la., Charles Col-

lens, F.A.I.A., William Gehron, 
F.A.I.A., Burnham Hoyt, f.a.la., 
Richard A. Kimball, Robert

O’Connor, f.a.la., Edward D. 
Stone, Edgar I. Williams, 
F.A.I.A., Frederick J. Wood-
bridge, f.a.i.a.

Grosvenor Atterbury, f.a.i.a., 
was honored by the New York
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bined with practical invention, and 
because of his ability to further 
widen and expand the fields in 
which we architects may serve, and 
because he invented a method of 

producing building-wall units, 
which have been successfully- 
manufactured since 1950 by Pre­
cast Building Sections, Inc.; The 
New York Chapter of The A.I.A. 
is happy to acknowledge such varied 
personal achievements and such 
valuable contributiems to the pro­
fession of arcliitecture, and takes 
great pride in awarding its 1953 
Medal of Honor to Grosvenor 
Atterbury, Architect and Inven­
tor.”

Chapter, on the occasion of its 84th 
anniversary dinner, with the Chap­
ter’s 
citation:

“Grosvenor Atterbury, Architect 
and Inventor, who devoted a long 
and full life to searching for the 
solution of a great many problems 
of the art and the science of build­
ing: First in the field of town plan­
ning, where, as planner and archi­
tect, he designed Forest Hills Gar­
dens, Long Island, one 
earliest towns; Then in the field of 
industrial housing, when, during 
the first world war, he served as 
chairman of the War Housing 
Committee and designed an indus­
trial community, Indian Hill, 
Worcester, Massachusetts;Thcn in 
the academic field, when he was 
called to the School of Architec­
ture, Yale University, as Research 
Associate Professor; Grosvenor 
Atterbury designed, among several 
other buildings, the restoration of 
New York City Hall, and the 
American Wing of the Metropoli- 

Museum of Art; Served as 
President of the Architectural 
League, 1915-17; became a Fel­
low of our national A.I.A. and a 
member academician of the Na­

1953 Medal of Honor. The

mass

of the

4*

Glenn Stanton^ f.a.i.a., has 
been made an honorary member of 
the Philippine Institute of Archi­
tects.

Thomas H. Locraft, f.a.i.a., 
head of the Department of Archi­
tecture at Catholic University of 
America, has been elected an allied 
professional member of the Na­
tional Sculpture Society, in recog­
nition of his sympathetic interest in 
the objectives of the Society.

The Architectural League of 
New York, on the occasion of a

tan

tional Academy; And finally, be- 
of his special and felicitous 

corn-
cause
gifts of intellectual curiosity
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the Fine Arts Center at the Uni­
versity of Kansas.

Louis Skidmore, f.a.i.a., has 
received an honorary LL.D. de­
gree from Bradley University.

dinner March 19, awarded its 
Gold Medal to Carl Koch, of 
Cambridge, for his children’s li­
brary at Fitchburg, Mass.; a Sil­
ver Medal to Antokin Raymond, 
F.A.I.A., and Ladislav Rado for 
their Reader’s Digest Building in 
Tokyo; an Honorable Mention to 
Edward D. Stone (with the late 
Karl Holzinger as associate) for

James A. Britton has been 
named Chairman of the Massa­
chusetts State Planning Board by 
Governor Herter.

Calendar
c/o British-American Tours, 542 Fifth 
Ave., New York 36, N. Y.

September 21-27: 3rd U.I.A. Con­
gress, Lisbon, Portugal. Details obtain­
able from Union Internationale des 
Architectes, IS Quai Malaquais, Paris.

September 29-October 2: National 
Electrical Industries Show, 69th Regi­
ment Armory, New York, N. Y.

October 2-3: Annual Meeting of the 
National Trust for Historic Preserva­
tion, Newport and Providence, Rhode 
Island.

October 4-25: Exhibition of "Con­
temporary Swiss Architecture,” as­
sembled by Alfred Roth, Addison Gal­
lery of American Art, Andover, Mass.

October 6-9: Internationa! Church­
mans Exposition, Chicago Coliseum, 
Chicago, 111.

October 8-10: Convention of New 
York State Assweiation of Architects, 
Lake Placid Club, Lake Placid, N. Y.

Oiiober 14-17: Convention of the 
California Council of Architects, 
Coronado Hotel, Coronado, San Diego, 
Calif.

June 9-12: 4th National Store Mod­
ernization Building and Maintenance 
Show, Madison Square Garden, New 
Y'ork, N. Y.

June 10-12: British Architects’ Con­
ference, Canterbury and Folkestone.

June 10-13: Annual meeting of the 
A.I.A. Board of Directors, Olympic 
Hotel, Seattle, Wash.

June 15-19: 8Sth Convention, A.I.A. 
Olympic* Hotel, Seattle, Wash.

June 18-20: Annual Convention of 
New Jersey Chapter, A.I.A,, and New 
Jersey Society of Architects, Berkcley- 
Carteret Hotel, Asbury Park, N. J.

July 5-11: Seminars on American 
Culture, offered by the New York 
State Historical Association, Coopers- 
town, N, Y. Further information and 
application blanks from Louis C. Jones, 
Director, New York State Historical 
Association, Cooperstown, N. Y.

July 11-August 24: Creative Art 
Workshop and conducted held tour for 
the study of art treasures of France 
and Italy, under the direction of Andre 
Raez. Information from Margit Pinter,

JointNAL OF Thb a. I. A.

261



ANNO DOMINI MCMLIII

THERE ARE AMONG US THOSE WHO HAVE CREATED

ONE OR TWO OR THREE BHJLUANT WORKS TO ACCENT

THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORD OP OUR TIMES.

BUT TO YOU.

WILLIAM ADAMS DELANO
HAS BEEN VOUCHSAFED A HALF CENTURY OF PROFESSIONAL ACTlVmf.

FILLED WITH SERVICE TO YOUR FELLOWS.

AND RESULTING IN COUNTLESS WORKS OF ARCHITECTURE

IN WHICH THE DAY BY DAT ACHIEVEMENT

HAS NOT DEVIATED FROM THE HIGH PLATEAU

ESTABLISHED BY YOUR VISION. SKILL AND DISTINGUISHED TASTE.

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

IN BESTOWING UPON YOU THE HIGHEST ACCOLADE WITHIN ITS GIFT.

THE GOLD MEDAL OF HONOR
IS PROUDLY CONSCIOUS OP THE FACT THAT IN SO DOING

IT IS REFLECTING THE EXISTENCE OP

THAT WIDESPREAD GRATITUDE. RESPECT AND HONOR

IN WHICH YOU ARE HELD BY THE ARCHITECTS OP AMEIUCA.

(ICRBTARY /

The parchment Itself 
measures 17»i22”

PBESIDINT

Jom, 1953
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WILLIAM
ADAMS
i:)ELANO
F.A.I.A.

The Institcte's 
Gold Medalist 
For 1953

Phototcraph by 
Pirie MacDonald
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To
Hokal Hord

Sculptor

Sav Dieco, Calit.
The Fjne Arts

Medal

1953

To
Evtii. Frei 

Desjc.n-er axd 
Craftsman 

IN Stained Glass 
St. Louis, Mo. 

The Craftsmanship 
Medal 

1953

journal
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Richapo Marsh Bksnett 
Chicago, lU.

For Design and Education
Thomas H. Atherton 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
For Public Service

Turpin C. Bansister 
Trl>ana, III. 

For Education 
and Literature

FELLOWS of The A.LA

ELECTED 
MARCH 26, 1953

Leon C’hatei.ain, Jr. 
Washington, D. C. 
For Public Service

'fHEODORE IrVJNGCoE 
Washington, D. C.

For Service to 
The Institute and 

Public Service

Jou/nal 
"mê !A
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William Charles Purer 
Honolulu, T. H.

John Reed Fugard 
Chicago, HI. 

For Design and 
Public Service

Robert C. Dean 
Boston, Ma!*«. 
For Design and 
Public Service

£. James Gamharo 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
For Service to 
The Institute

Henry L. Gocerty 
Lon Angeles, Calif. 

For Science of 
Construction

For Service to 
The Institute

journal 
we
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r.RIC T. HUDDI-ESTON 
Durham, N. H.

Arthur P. Herrmah 
Medina, \\’a>h. 
For Rducation

Milton L. (,5rk:g 
Charlottesville, V’a. 
For Design

Louis 1. Kahn 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

For Education

Robert Allan Jacobs 
New York, N. Y.
For Design

For Public Service
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Curtis M. Lovei.ace 
Philadelphia, Pa.

Morris Ketchum, Jr. 
New York. N. Y.
Fur Pesign

A. N. Lanoius 
Lansing. Mich. 
For Service to 

The Institute and 
Public Service

Albert Mayer 
New York, N. Y. 
For Ocsign 
and F.ducation

C. Wiu.i.AM Palmer 
Detroit Mich. 

For Public Service
For Design

journal 
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Otto J, J'eeces 
New Vork, N. V.

(jEOFKREY Pi.ATT 
New York, N. Y. 

For Desian

Lawrence B. Perkins 
Chicago. 111.
For Denign 
and Education

W. H. 'IL'si.er 
Minneapolis. Minn. 
For Service to 
The Institute and 
Public Service

Charles W'Ei.i.istrroN 
Wai.ker 

Bridgeport. Conn. 
For Design and 

Service to

journal
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Walter F. Wilson 
Lincoln, Neb.

Bertram Anton Weber 
Chicago, lit.
Fur Dettign

Kenneth C. Welch 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

For Service ro 
The Institute and 

Public Service

Marcellus E. Wright 
Richmond, Va. 
For Service lo 

The Institute and 
Public Service

Kenneth S. Wing 
Long Beach, Calif. 
For Design

For Public Service
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A.LA. in the Preservation Movement
By George E. Pettengill

UBRAUAN, AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

Prepared at the request of the A.I.A. Committee oo Preservation 
of Historic Buildings as part of its National Preservation Program.

As America has grown older 
she has become increasingly 

aware of her cultural heritage in 
the buildings of the past. Among 
the pioneers and leaders in foster­
ing this movement has been The 
American Institute of Architects.
As early as the 1869 convention 
Richard Upjohn made reference, in 
a paper on colonial architecture, to 
preservation and the necessity for 
records of noteworthy buildings 
for future study.

Active participation of The 
A.I.A. in the preservation move­
ment began at the annual conven­
tion of 1890 when R. M. Upjohn 
submitted a resolution for the ap­
pointment of a committee for the 
conserving of architecture. The 
Customs House in New York had 
been marked for destruction and he 
noted that it was a significant ar­
chitectural example well worth 
preserving. The convention adopted 
Upjohn’s resolution and he was ap­
pointed chairman, with the chapter 
presidents as members, of the Com­
mittee on Conservation of Public 
Architecture. The committee ceased

to exist by 1899 and its main sig­
nificance seems to lie in the fact 
that by its mere existence it pub­
licized the problem and stirred 
others to accomplishments. Due 
tribute was paid to the younger 
Upjohn in an obituary, 1903; “He 
took an active interest in the pres­
ervation of historic buildings of 
this country at a period when 
others gave this matter but a pass­
ing thought.”

The local chapters of the Insti­
tute were, however, active during 
the decade of the 1890’s and they 
have always been relied upon to 
play the major role in The A.I.- 
A.’s part in the preservation move­
ment because they are best ac­
quainted with local conditions- 
The Rhode Island Chapter in 
1893 sponsored a contest for the 
best drawings of the best classic 
work executed in the state before 
1840. In 1894 the Boston Society 
of Architects reported it had taken 
a prominent part in the efiFort to 
prevent destruction of the old 
State House designed by Bulfinch.
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tectural survey; Pittsburgh worked 
to save the Richardson Court 
House group in that city; and Chi­
cago cooperated in preserving the 
1893 World’s Fair Fine Arts 
Building. The record of chapter 
activities is long and impressive and 
can only be suggested here.

The Philadelphia Chapter has 
perhaps given the longest and most 
distinguished example of public 
service. Its major effort concerned 
the preservation of the Independ­
ence Square group, which it dis­
cussed as early as 1898. A preser­
vation committee was appointed in 
1904 and two years later it offered 
to confer on the preservation of the 
old Customs House. By 1910 it 
persuaded the municipal authorities 
to provide for the restoration of 
Congress Hall in the Square with 
plans prepared by the Chapter. A 
Philadelphia city ordinance a few 
years later stipulated that the 
Chapter should prepare plans for 
the restoration of the old City Hall 
and that all architectural questions 
concerning the Independence 
Square group should be referred 
to the Chapter committee and car­
ried out in accordance with its 
recommendations. Later the com­
mittee was consulted about Inde­
pendence Hall and made recom­
mendations for the restoration of 
the Bartram Mansion.

Other chapters likewise have 
made notable contributions. Typi­
cal instances: Louisiana did much 
to preserve the Vieux Carre: Cen­
tral Illinois requested the state to 
purchase the Mound Builders’ 
monuments and sponsored an archi-

JUNB,

The Institute’s most direct con­
tribution to the cause of preserva­
tion was its acquisition of The Oc­
tagon. Originally rented in 1898, 
a movement soon sprang up for the 
purchase of the property. Presi­
dent McKim in his annual address 
to the convention in 1902 com­
mented: “It is cause for rejoicing 
that the Institute which has urged 
upon governments, national, state 
and municipal, the duty of preserv­
ing historic monuments has itself 
secured possession of one of the 
historic houses of America.” 
The Institute has several times 
noted its desire for a complete 
restoration of The Octagon and 
its furnishing in such manner as to 
be an historical exemplar of a resi­
dential establishment of the period 
of 1800. The final accomplish­
ment is still awaited but has been 
made more feasible by the removal 
of most of the Institute offices from 
TTie Octagon. The stable, voted to 
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Douglas Orr was appointed to the 
Commission on Renovation of the 
Executive Mansion.

Frequently during the last half 
century proposals have been made 
for the extension of the East Front 
of the Capitol, which has usually 
been opposed by the preservationists 
in The Institute although not al- 
w'ays with the support of all mem­
bers. As yet these proposals have 
not been accomplished.

In 1931, during the depression 
years, A.I.A, membere in Philadel­
phia participated in a movement for 
a survey including photos and 
measured drawings of the historic 
buildings of that city. Unem­
ployed draftsmen were engaged to 
do this work. In late 1933 such a 
scheme was proposed on a national 
basis and, with the support of The 
Institute, was started under the 
direction of the architects of the 
National Park Service working 
through District Officers nomi­
nated by the A.I.A. chapters. To 
provide for a permanent organiza­
tion the Historic American Build­
ings Survey was then organized by 
the National Park Service, the Li­
brary of Congress and The Amer­
ican Institute of Architects. The 
results of this work through 1941 
are impressive—some 2,900 struc­
tures measured with 25,600 draw-

be torn down in 1912, and noted 
in 1916 as on the verge of falling 
down, still survives and promises 
soon to enter upon a more useful 
existence in a remodeled state as 
the Library of The Institute.

Rather naturally The American 
Institute of Architects has taken a 
strong interest in the historical 
monuments of the nation’s capital 
—particularly the White House 
and the Capitol. In 1900 The In­
stitute vigorously opposed the ex­
tension of the White House as 
proposed by Colonel Bingham. In­
stead it was subsequently restored 
and the executive offices removed 
from the building.
Roosevelt, its occupant, wrote to 
President Cass Gilbert, in 1908 
that, “If I had it in my power as 
I leave office, I should like to leave 
as a legacy to you, and to The 
American Institute of Architects, 
the duty of preserving a perpetual 
‘eye of guardianship’ over the 
White House to see that it is kept 
unchanged and unmarred from this 

The Institute was ac-

Thcodore

time on.
tive in 1925 when alterations were 
proposed under Coolidge, and when 
complete reconstruction became 
necessary in the Truman adminis­
tration the then A,I.A. President
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ings, 29,240 negatives, and 7,600 
typed pages of historic data.

Among other activities the In­
stitute has expressed itself against 
the practice of museums installing 
interiors of early American build­
ings except from those whose demo­
lition is inevitable. It took an ac­
tive part in the formation in 1947 
of the National Council for His­
toric Sites and Buildings, now the 
National Trust for Historic Pres­
ervation, with which it continues 
to work.

A Committee on Preservation of 
Historic Buildings has functioned 
within the A.I.A. during many of 
the last fifty years, but not always 
with that name. In fact for sev­
eral years scenic monuments were 
included within its scope, and such 
items as Niagara Falls and Yellow­
stone Park came within its pur­
view. During the 1930’s the com­
mittee played an active role in the 
campaign against billboards as the 
preservation of rural America was 
deemed part of the campaign to 
provide an adequate setting for 
historic buildings.

Reactivated and revitalized as 
the result of Institute action at the 
1951 convention, the Committee 
on Preservation of Historic Build­
ings has an active program, and 
Preservation Officers have already

been designated in many chapters. 
One phase of the program includes 
collaboration with the National 
Park Service and the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation in 
preparing an inventory of all his­
toric buildings in the United States.

In the preservation movement, 
which now includes numerous or­
ganizations, the architects still have 
a peculiar interest and a special 
role. As those qualified by train­
ing and experience in the design 
of buildings, they must needs be 
consulted for any actual restoration. 
Further it has been pointed out that 
it is much easier to preserve a 
building with historic significance 
than a merely esthetic one, and be­
cause architecturally important 
buildings also merit preservation, 
these must be the special concern 
of architects. Their past record 
is one of accomplishment, but the 
cause of preservation demands con­
tinuous vigilance which the Com­
mittee on Preservation of Historic 
Buildings aims to help provide.

❖

Paris Prize in Architecture 
The 40th wwner of the Paris 

Prize in Architecture, awarded by 
the Beaux-Arts Institute of Design, 
has been named, as a result of the 
nationwide competition, as W.
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Kent Cooper. In addition to this the Michigan Society of Architects, 
$5,000 prize, Mr. Cooper, a grad- which enabled him to continue his 
uate of the University of Pennsyl- study at Cranbrook Academy of 
vania, won the $5,000 C. Allen Art, receiving the degree of Mas- 
Harlan Scholarship awarded by ter of Fine Arts.

An insight to the architect's 
thinking in Australia

The Responsibility of the Architect 
to the Community

In two parts—Part II

By William R, Laurie, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.A.I.A.
An address before the Convention of the Australian Institute of 
Architects, Melbouroe, November, 1951, reprinted by permission 

from Building and Engineering

HE COMMUNITY, as far as we 
are concerned, is purely that 

section of our people interested in 
obtaining buildings and it has de­
veloped quite a number of new 
characteristics in the last fifteen 
years, many due to the dislocation 
caused by the war but likely to con­
tinue permanently. These cut 
across our traditional method of 
carrying out our work. Firstly, 
there is the tendency for the State 
to increase its influence at the ex­
pense of the private individual or 
corporation. This is a political 
matter, which we all know causes a 
great deal of discussion—I think 
irrelevant—amongst architects. I 
do not pre^ose to elaborate on this 
theme, as to the political wisdom of

T Socialism or otherwise. All I 
would say is that the architect will 
only function when he has a patron. 
Our patrons in the past have been 
many and varied and have de­
lighted to use us when we can meet 
the demands placed upon us. A 
profession equipped to meet modern 
technical demands will function 
effectively no matter what political 
framework surrounds it and, if it 
can meet these demands, it will be 
professionally happy and satisfied.

Second, the world has increas­
ingly reaped the fruits of scientific 
discovery and is applying them to 
its buildings to a degree where 
building becomes an increasingly 
complex matter, calling for a field 
of scientific knowledge which tra-
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ditionai architecural education does 
not even begin to touch and tradi­
tional architectural practice almost 
deliberately avoids. We are meet­
ing this problem by increasingly 
relying on consultants, as, I think, 
we are bound to do; but I believe 
we must be careful in this. It is 
no use vaguely saying that we are 
co-ordinators in building matters 
unless we can claim to be leaders 
in matters of essential policy in 
building design, and many build­
ings arc reaching the stage where 
scientific considerations and major 
considerations of structural and of 
mechanical equipment almost out­
weigh the humanistic and esthetic 
problems involved. If we confine 
ourselves to our traditional field 
and make no attempt to shoulder 
the new responsibilities which sci­
ence thrusts upon us, it is inevita­
ble that we shall no longer be the 
controlling minds in building de­
sign, and humanism and esthetics 
will go by the board—a much 
greater disaster to the community 
than a low economic level for its 
architectural profession.

Scientific Building 
We must soberly accept this posi­

tion and see to it that we are 
equipped to handle the hard core 
of scientific building and that con-

JOWE,

sultants do not intrude beyond a 
reasonably small peripheral section. 
As time goes on, the hard core will 
widen in scope and our education 
must take care of its increase.

The distracted building world of 
today, with its shortages of mate­
rials and difficulties of manpower, 
causes organizational troubles to 
the building public, governmental 
or otherwise, and these raise fur­
ther problems for our profession.

The less complex and slower 
moving world of a hundred years 
ago accepted as a matter of course 
the solemn routine of instructing 
the architect to design the build­
ing, specify it in detail, have quan­
tities prepared, let a contract, and 
then supervise actual building oper­
ations. A well-tried system and 
one which persists today, even 
though it takes some weird and 
wonderful variations. It is a sys­
tem which allows precise design, 
careful planning and, in static 
financial periods, accurate budg- 
etry. If building is a fine art, this 
rather leisurely procedure is almost 
essential. It might be argued that 
the increasing scientific complexity 
of buildings must call for increas­
ing precise design before any con­
structional arrangements are made 
and, yet, it is a constant source of 
concern to the profession that the
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building public, in the smaller 
buildings, so often go direct to 
operative builders and that the con­
struction organization tends to en­
croach on the architects’ design 
field in many of the larger opera­
tions. There must be a reason for 
this. Building owners do not take 
up this attitude because they dislike 
architects. I think we must accept 
the fact that we are in the throes 
of another great change in the eco­
nomic approach to building, which 
has been greatly accelerated by the 
wartime and post-war difficulties 
of actually having buildings effec­
tively constructed. After a hundred 
and fifty years, during which pro­
prietors have looked on builders as 
rather untrustworthy partners to a 
contract over whom an architec­
tural watchdog was a necessity, 
they are now, particularly in large 
undertakings, beginning to take the 
view that the builders’ interests run 
very largely parallel to their own 
and that it is possible and often 
essential to enter into a project 
with a building organization on a 
co-operative basis. The view is 
often expressed that this direct con­
tact between the high contracting 
parties makes for greater speed and 
economy in building, than would 
be the case if the independent de­
signer and supervisor were in­

volved. The last five years in Aus­
tralia have been quite favorable to 
this development, which, of course, 
has been widespread in the United 
States for quite a long time.

Now what docs the community 
stand to gain or lose by this? If 
the designer is a mere cog in the 
general vast machine, it loses a 
great deal. There is no special 
pleading in saying that the ef­
ficiency and beauty of the buildings 
must suffer and the final result will 
be costly in the end, notwithstand­
ing the specious economy immedi­
ately achieved. But, if the designer 
is in the thick of things, acting in 
co-operation with both owner and 
building on the highest executive 
plane, then it is a different story. 
I see no reason why the architect 
should not partially or wholly re­
turn to his very old position of 
master builder and I believe that 
future trends will largely compel 
him to do so. Many of us, in the 
last few years, have, in our own in­
terests, had to take some of the pre­
liminary steps in this direction^ if 
only to ensure results from quite 
conventional professional behavior. 
But, I would like to stress “execu- 

If we become moretive plane, 
lowly technicians we will be guilty
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ment has been much less appre­
ciated than it would have been if 
we had not been distracted by other 
affairs. Notwithstanding certain 
shortcomings and certain over- 
optimistic predictions, we are now 
using, as a matter of course, stand­
ardized factory-produced buildings 
to an ever-increasing degree. What 
are the implications of this.^ We 
have accepted and used over the 
years an increasing number of fac­
tory-made components in a way 
which has altered building tech­
nique and architectural office prac­
tice quite considerably, but current 
developments go further than this. 
Already many of us are familiar 
with undertakings where we are 
handling the erection of houses, 
schools, hospitals and quite elab­
orate factories, which basically we 
did not design. They may be im­
perfect, they may often be uneco­
nomic, but so were the first motor 
cars, and it is foolish to imagine 
that this new field of construction 
will not develop further. Surely, 
in less frantic times, much of the 
ugliness, shoddiness and makeshift 
construction in these buildings will 
disappear. Even now, many are 
good looking and efficient. The 
services of architects in this field 
must be geared in two directions. 
One is in the field of architectural

1953

of failure in our duty to our own 
convictions and to the best inter­
ests of the community.

I cannot refrain from quoting 
Dr. Burchard, of the Massachu­
setts Institute of Technology, 
when, at a recent meeting in Syd­
ney, .he was asked why his great 
institution did not insist on more 
detailed technical education of

His reply (roughlyengineers, 
quoted) was: “Those who arc go­
ing to be technicians will gain their 
detailed experience in the fields 
where they work and we have the 
more important duty of training 
engineers who arc going to be the 
key executives of industry, 
architectural schools must take the

Our

same view, they must remember 
that they should aim to produce 
those relatively few men who will 
later take their place as key execu­
tives in the building industry, if 
the community is to reap the bene­
fits of first<lass architecture in its 
modern sense.

Prefabrication

Lastly, and probably the biggest 
problem of all, arises from the fact 
that during the tumult of the war 
and the distractions of the post­
war period, the building industry 
has well and truly entered its in­
dustrial revolution. This move­
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ment. But the world is changing 
rapidly. We are, I think, lagging 
a little at the moment by virtue of 
the speed of the changes and, in the 
future, we may lag more if we do 
not realize that we must change 
with a changing world.

I believe that in discharging our 
future responsibilities, we have to 
establish a considered policy on 
some difficult questions:

1. Is an egalitarian structure in 
our professional education still de­
sirable?

2. To what degree should the 
architect be educated in science and 
engineering?

3. Should the prestige of’execu- 
tive architects be raised by limiting 
their numbers?

4. What is the desirable scale 
and type of architectural organiza* 
tion nowadays, having regard to 
the economics and scale and inter- 
mittence of building programmes 
and the degree to which specialist 
services are now required?

5. How far should we encour­
age architects to specialize in build- 
ing type design or in building tech­
nique ?

6. To what extent should the 
architect indulge in building or­
ganization and construction?

7. What are our efiFective roles 
in regional and town planning ?

production engineering, to ensure 
that the basic unit is satisfactory, 
and the other is in the administra­
tive field of siting these buildings 
and relating to them to the wide 
sweep of town and regional plan­
ning. This is a plane in which the 
imaginative approach must be para­
mount if we are to have the ef­
ficiency of humanistic design or the 
grim efficiency of development in a 
country whose defense may soon be­
come a sole consideration. Here,
too, the esthetic approach must be 
on a similar plane if we are to have 
the efficiency of beautiful surround- 

At present our profession,mgs.
almcet alone, appreciates the real 
value of these qualities in a very 
wicked world.

Has the architect met his long­
standing responsibilities to the com­
munity? The answer is an un­
qualified yes. Where the tradi­
tional clear-cut problems of fine 
building have been put to us, we 
have, according to our personal 
abilities, been able to solve them. 
Where improved technical educa­
tion has been called for, we have 
hastened to provide it. We have 
fought a not unsuccessful war 
against the inevitable philistine ma­
jority and done our duty by the 
finer things of physical develop­
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8. Must some of us at least be* community can look forward in its 
come production architects in physical surroundings to continued 
standardized buildings?

If we answer these correctly, the
commodity, firmness, and delight 
and, may I add, humanity.

Do We Need a Crutch? 
By Philip Will, Jr,, F.A.I.A.

Reprinting an editorial from the Bulletin of the Chicago Chapter, 
A.IJl., of which the author ia preaideat.

lack of vision of our future. Some 
day, some one better qualified than 
the writer will study the historic 
development of the building indus­
try and project the potential of the 
architectural profession, 
such a qualified study has been pro­
duced, however, it would seem to 
me worthwhile to encourage con­
tinuing discussion by stating one 
man’s opinion.

Just within the past generation 
we have seen rapid shifts and revo­
lutionary changes. For our grand­
fathers and, yes, even some of our 
fathers, the practice of architecture 
was relatively simple. Perhaps half 
of the architect’s time was devoted 
to architectural design in its purest 
sense. The palette of available 
materials was limited. The func­
tional demands upon his structure 
were limited. Heating consisted 
largely of the placement of radia­
tors. Air conditioning was un­
known. Acoustic design was con­

1953

For thb second time since its 
organization, the Architects’ 
Association of Illinois is going be­

fore the State legislature with a 
revised architectural act. The pro­
visions of this act are the result of 
endless discussions and many com­
promises. Almost certainly other 
revisions will be made by the legis­
lature itself, either on their own or 
as a result of pressures brought to 
bear by other interested groups. 
Many of these groups are polit­
ically far more powerful than our 
numerically weak profession. 
Whether the final result will genu­
inely serve the interests of the 
people of the State and whether we 
have been wise in our conclusions 
only time will tell.

I have often felt that most of 
the disagreement wnthin the pro­
fession about the proper terms of 
the architectural act arises from a 
lack of understanding of the pres­
ent status of the profession and a

Jui«,
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sidered Important only to buildings 
of highly specialized use.

Not too much was expected of 
the architect in the way of coor­
dinating the functional, structural 
and mechanical complexities with 
which we now deal. In those 
days the general contractor was 
genuinely a key figure in the in­
dustry. The majority of the work 
was actually done on his own pay­
roll. He assumed engineering and 
coordinating responsibilities that he 
rarely assumes today.

kind of architectural organization, 
composed of all the many disci­
plines w’hich must be coordinated 
to result in construction adequate 
to our ever rising performance 
standards. Thus, like it or not, 
the architect for his very survival 
has had to grow in stature in the 
building industry.

Those architects who can read 
the signs of the times have recog­
nized the opportunities and acted 
to seize them. Their interest in­
cludes more than the design and 
supervision of the construction of 
buildings. They are concerned with 
the total environment within which 
these buildings must exist, physical, 
social and economic. They assist 
the owner in exploring need and 
writing programs. They are con­
scious of their responsibilities to 
society. Their planning includes 
the whole community, city, and re­
gion. Their area of concern is 
limited only by their capacity and 
vision.

Obviously, service on the scale 
described above vastly exceeds the 
capacity of any individual. We see, 
therefore, the growth of large or­
ganizations containing people 
trained in specialities not previously 
associated directly with architec­
ture.

What happens now? As in other 
fields, the construction industry 
has been splintered by specializa­
tion. On the one hand, every phase 
of construction has been taken over 
by sub-contracting specialists. Left 
to the general contractor is little 
more than the general conditions, 
coordination and expediting. On 
the other hand, some of the func­
tions of the general contractor have 
perforce been shouldered by the ar­
chitect. Such is the complexity of 
modern building that the most 
careful study and integration must 
take place in the planning phase. 
Little can be left to expedient 
change or adjustment in the field. 
The architect has to expand his 
competence. Such an expanding 
responsibility has produced a new Will this trend continue? The
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answer I believe to be “y**” 
on an ever increasing scale. The 
importance of such collateral fields 
as economics, planning, mechanical 
engineering, etc., begins to require 
recognition at the highest organi­
zational level.

believe in it we must accept the 
fact of competition and win our 
position through merit and good 
salesmanship.

The sooner we recognize the 
weakness of the law as a crutch 
for our profession, the sooner we 
will develop and rely upon our 
own strength to survive and win. 
Package Operators are beatable. A 
well qualified and hard-hitting ar­
chitectural and engineering organi­
zation can design better and can 
produce lower costs. Sometimes 
we can even outsell. We will not, 
however, win friends or achieve the 
status we seek by running to the 
legislature for protection.

In conclusion, 1 would say yes, 
let us have a strong law but let it 
not be defensive. L/Ct it be such 
that our profession may grow and 
assume the greatest stature and 
breadth of interest of which it is 
capable. In attacking others, let 
us not boomerang limitations upon 
ourselves.

4
Where we architects have failed 

to so organize and have failed to 
provide the caliber and complete­
ness of service that our society de­
mands, others have stepped in to 
fill the vacuum. It is thus that we 
see entering the construction indus­
try the Package Operator. Many 
of them are former broker-contrac­
tors who have become dissatisfied 
with a secondary role in the build­
ing industry.

It distresses us to see such groups 
disturbing the placid waters of ar­
chitecture. We resent the intru­
sion. We sec the dangers to own­
ers who buy the “package.” Never­
theless, such organizations will 
continue to exist and prosper so 
long as there is demand for their 
services. They will not go away 
if we close our eyes or look the 
other way. Nor, in my opinion, is 
it politically or even legally possible 
nor morally right to legislate them 
out of existence. We still live in 
a frce-entcrprise economy. If we

Juke,

In the final analysis, our profes­
sion will prosper or wither to the 
extent that we prove ourselves and 
compete successfully within a free- 
enterprise economy. We need have 
no concern for the future of archi­
tecture if we (1) do all in our

1953
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power to improve the caliber of zens, (3) through a vigorous pub- 
our professional services, (2) carry lie relations program sell ourselves 
our full burden as responsible citi- on performance.

Architects Read and Write
Letters from readers—discussion, argu­
mentative/ corrective, even vituperative

Solo Practice

By C. Godfrey Poggi, Elizabeth, N. J.

honor in this regard, because with 
the aid of only one draftsman I 
designed and turned out all the 
plans and specifications, and in 
record time, for what is known as 
the Battin High School at Eliza­
beth, N. J., a building which at 
this time would cost $1,000,000.

A LETTER which appeared in your 
March issue by Mr. Frank

A. Barcus interested me very much, 
and goes to show that, as a class, 
we are much too prone to overload 
our drafting-rooms with person­
nel. It appears that Mr. Barcus 
has recently completed a hospital, 
a clinic, a sculptor’s studio, and 
two residences, without employing 
a single draftsman, specification 
writer, construction superinten­
dent, or lawyer. More power to 
himl

Having at no time received any 
engraved thanks or other tribute 
from the City because of this fact, 
I have nothing but my admiration 
to transfer to Mr. Barcus, but I 
wonder how long he can keep this 
speed up. It is the pace that kills.

Until I read this article I have 
always felt that I held the place of

Sir Henry, Again

By Ralph deW. Stephens, New York, N. Y.

The enlightened age is present. 
Those advancing students with a 
more comprehensive understanding 
have delved into the creative by- 

by Sir Henry Wotton in the long ways of which architecture is a re-
ago, the dimly lighted ages of scicn- flection. For the deposition on this

■ subject, it has become more im-

N the short article in the 
October 1952 issue of the 

Journal “Hubertus Junius” de­
scribed architecture as visualized

I

tific understanding.
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portant to know the architect first, shortsighted just to visualize the 
and secondly the expression of the creation as only engineered beauty, 
architect, the creation. It is very Too, too mundane.

"It's Odd, But Is It Art?”

By Richard Philipp, f.a.i.a., Milwaukee, Wis.

HAT POEM "It’s Odd But Is House Beautiful that fits much of
It Art” is about as timely and the ultra modern exceedingly well,

choice a bit as I have met with in a She speaks of it as abandonment
long while. I trust you don't mind 
my having made a copy of it and 
passed it around among the more 
rabid of the modernists.

Take, for instance, this rash of 
picture windows with a lamp in 
center that has spread like a pesti­
lence over the nation. That I am stampeding herd; usually the cow-
not opposed to picture windows as boys can break up such a mad rush
such is proven by the fact that I by riding right into the herd and
used them twenty years before the 
craze even began, but I am radi­
cally opposed to the way 90% of that be good tactics in this modern- 
them are used. I used them where 
I had a really fine view to lo<^ 
out to. This picture-window mania 
is a case for a psychologist.

Friends of mine needed a house 
and found one in one of those 
mushroom colonies so numerous 
around our big cities. The house 
was half completed so they told 
the builder that they did not want 
a picture window. "Well,” he said,
“then you cannot have the house; 
every house in this colony must 
have a picture window.”

Elizabeth Gordon coined a erally are invited to submit designs 
phrase in the April number of for hanging in this exhibition. Fur­

JuN«, 1953

T
of reason. In that category also 
come women’s shoes that have a 
hole in the tip and also the 5" heel. 
The cases where that phrase fits 
well are numerous and occur in al­
most every phase of our activities. 
It is, it seems to me, a case of a

meeting the rush head-on, often at 
the risk of their lives. Wouldn’t

istic rush ? But the riders who will
risk their necks or practice are few, 
and those who take the risk must 
have the skill and nicety and sense 
of humor of Hubertus Junius.

International Churchmans 
Exposition

The Chicago Coliseum will 
hold, on October 6-9, an exhibition
of church designs. Architects gen-
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ther details may be had by writing position, 19 South LaSalle Street, 
the International Churchmans Ex- Chicago 3, 111.

The Editor's Asides
Most magazines today fea­

ture a “Letter from Paris”—or 
London or Geneva. The best we 
can do at the moment is to present 
part of a letter from Madrid, A1 
Bendincr at the typewriter keys:

. I did bring along a set of 
colored slides of American modem 
architecture, and the Sevillianos 
wanted me to give a talk. Unfor­
tunately Feria Week intervened. 
In that week the whole town closes 
for eating, drinking, dancing, and 
to hell with architecture. I agreed 
and just kept looking through the 
sherry haze for good-humored ar­
chitecture.

“We have had a wonderful time 
in Portugal and Spain, but have 
not seen hide nor hair of any other 
architect traveling. The roads are 
full of GI’s in sport coats and 
roadsters, seeing Europe. There 
is plenty of grave bait putting their 
teeth in water every night, and 
starting grimly in the early morn­
ing to see every Gothic Arabby- 
zantinc Rococo Baroqueo chapel 
in Europe.

“I read one of my hand-writ- 
ten letters once, and decided to buy 
this typewriter in Tangiers, but

I SEE that President Eisen­
hower is also a scrapple addict. Dr. 
Milton Eisenhower had some flown 
to State College while the Presi­
dent was visiting him. What 
puzzles me is that the reporters 
said that “two kinds” were being 
provided; that means, to those who 
know scrapple, that the host re­
garded so highly the creative ability 
of two butchers that he was un­
willing to choose between them. 
For there really is only one “kind” 
of scrapple—the variations from 
the norm are feeble imitations. 
Even more serious is the problem 
of slicing and cooking it. No 
hotel, to my knowledge, has mas­
tered the art—certainly not the 
Mayflower, nor the Edgewater 
Beach, nor the Waldorf-Astoria. 
Perhaps the Olympic’s chef will do 
better with the scrapple Eddie 
Morris is flying from Philadelphia 
for our Thursday Convention 
breakfast. All you need is your 
convention badge to let you in to 
this meeting of the Philadelphia 
Scrapple, Marching and Sketching 
Club. I wonder whether President 
Eisenhower could be induced to ac­
cept honorary membership.

Journal or The A. I. A.
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fellows evaporate, the grid current 
once more flows uninterruptedly 
and the window opens. If, in the 
absence of the useful raindrop, you 
want the windows closed, a master 
switch should serve: My elec­
tronics may be somew’hat obscure, 
but you get the idea. What hap­
pens in a storm of mere wind or 
hail I don’t know, nor where you 
keep all those motors, but you can’t 
have everything! Or, can you?

the damn thing spells badly. Be­
sides, the Spinach customs bastard 
marked it on my passport, so I 
can’t sell it in Spain.

“Regards to all the boys and 
girls. Am sorry that we will not 
be at the Convention, particularly 
to bid farewell to old Cy Silling, 
the Virginia mountain boy who 
made good.”

Juan F. Nakpil of the Philip­
pines has just celebrated the silver 
jubilee of his practice by taking his 
three sons into partnership. Mr. 
Nakpil, who is an architect and 
engineer, has preserved the bal­
ance of professional relationship as 
few architectural parents are able 
to achieve, for of the three sons 
Ariston and Francisco are archi­
tects, while Eulogio is a civil engi­
neer. Congratulations and more 
power to Juan F. Nakpil & Sons.

It had to come, once the way 
had been shown by the self-open­
ing door. Now it is the self-open­
ing and self-closing window. The 
activating force for the closing ac­
tion is a raindrop; it short-circuits 
an inconspicuous grid on the out­
side face of the glass, or on the 
outside wall, trips a relay, starts 
an electric motor, and the window 
closes. How does it open? That’s 
easy; when the raindrop and its

June,

Ben John Small recently told 
a meeting of building product 
manufacturers that well presented 
technical data in an advertisement 
directed at architects has more ap­
peal than the eye-catching devices 
commonly used in promoting over- 
the-counter wares to consumers. 
He hastened to add that an adver­
tising man undoubtedly would dis­
agree with him. An advertising 
manager promptly did just that: 
“Some of us are a little put out 
with the architect who says he 

technical information,wants
period, in his periodicals. He does 
not want that at all. What he
wants is a lift, a feeling of excite­
ment over the presentation of a 
product or a method of building.” 

So there you are; differences of 
opinion are what support the great 
industry of horse racing.
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Seattle, Washington; 1671 map: 174 
Silling, CE. f.a.i.a.; Technical Compe­

tence and the Professional Man: 78 
Simplicity, Balanced, by F. Charles Thum; 

195
Smith, George Dick, Jr.: Observations on 

Mexico’s University City: 10 
Society of Architectural Historians Award: 

184
Spratt, Elliott C.: What About Hiese Road 

Blocks?; 104
Stanton, Glenn, Fuv.i.a.: Observations on 

Mexico’s University City: 6 
Stephens, Ralph deW: Sir Henry, Again: 

283
Summer School Abroad, A: 182 
Sun Valley, Idaho: 170 
Taste, by Gordon Allen, F.A.I.A.: 147 
Technical Competence and the Professional 

Man, by C. E. Silling, f.a.i.a.: 78 
Teegen, Otto J., f.a.i.a..- 269 
They Say: 91, 219
They’re Piling Up!, by Herbert J. Powell, 

Fjt.i.A.: 136
Thum, F. Charles: Balanced Simplicity: 195 
Tusler, W. H., F.AJ.A.; 269



This monthand every month

House Beautiful
publishes

articles of professional interest

The June issue features
^ The continuing fnitlle fwtureen good modern 

architecture and the ^^International Style**:
Lewis MumforfI on “The House with a,\ Interior”
A public forum on “The Threat to the Next America'

9 A house in New Orleans with a new sense of 
shelter, designed by 28-year-old architect 
Albert Ledner

• Architect Henry Eggers’ beach house for year- 
round living

• A fine builder's house in Virginia, designed by 
Keyes Smith & Satterlee, architects, for a family 
with $7,000 a year

and much more
in June's

House Beautiful
572 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N. Y.

Be a REGULAR House Beautiful reader!



Architectural Concrete
K e<|unlly aduplable to tiiunicipol buildinj^s sudi as the city hall in Stillwater, Okla. 
(above) or in schools, hospitals, factories, commercial or other buildiufts. Archltecliiral 
concrete lends itself admirably to the practical needs of a warehouse or ihe aesllielic 
requirements of an exquisite church. V\ halever the style, size or desiftn, you can create 
eiidurini^, distinctive, lin^ufe, low-annual cost buildinfts with architectural concrete.

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION, 33 W.Grand Ave., Chicogo 10, III.
A national organization to improve and extend the uses ot Portland cement and 

concrete through scientific research and engiiveering field work



HALK TROUGH
5 Si^ukUu^ /

CRAYON HOlODt—Crayon ii in emy reach and away from 
chalk dutt.

ERASER POSITION—Faces fludnii. Ridiita keep eri

OUST COLLECTOR—Duu drops into special groove. Keeps 
igb Hear. Fscilitant cleaning.

FEATHER-EDGE FIT—Deflecci dust into trough, away from the 
board and off the door.

dean.

SWEEP-OLIT ENO*STOF—Makes cleaning of trough limple.

rite for eautof for complcic infonnaiion, detaib and spaci&caliom 
die Loaii Chalkboard and Tackboard Sening Syarem.

LOXIT SYSTEMS, INC, 1217 W. Washington Blvd., Chkago 7, III.



right
enuine .. . modern 

. .. available
The beauty and durability of mahogany far exceeds 

that of many other woods. Improved milling processes and 
modern marketing techniques make the price of Genuine 
Mahogany competitive with other architectural woods. 
Ask your supplier about the price of Genuine Mahogany. 
Bring your problems to:

MAHOGANY ASSOCIATION, INC*
75 EAST WACKER DRIVE CHICAGO ILLINOIS

The Trend is to Genuine Mahogany



CRANE’S COMPARTMENT BATHROOM
A prize-winning room plan from 

Crane's national architectural competition

graduat* «fud*nt, Ma«saehui«fft instHvi* of Joehnology.

Here's one of the many new ideas that 
came out of Crane's national architectural 
competition.

We cal] iiCrsne’sCompartment Bathroom.
By careful planning, the designer has

Erovided the efficiency and privacy of two 
aihrooms at linie more than the cost or 
space of one ... a room that as many as 

four members of the family can use at the 
same time.

See bow privacy 
door shuts olT cn
closet. A draw'Curtain does the same for 
the Crane Neuvogue tub in the barb and

dressing area. And instead of the usual 
single lavatory, there arc twin Crane 
Marcia lavatories installed in a trim 
counter-top with cabinets.

The Compartment Bath is typical of the 
many new practical room ideas available 
from Crane. Each room is described in 
an "Idea Folder" which also includes sug­
gestions for decorating and furnishing. 
Together with the Crane Sketchbook of

is obtained. A sliding 
c Crane Drexel water

Ideas, these folders help your clients vis­
ualize and approve new room arrange­
ments. Ask your Crane Branch or Crane 
Wholesaler.

CRANE CO.
UietH Illicit III U«n mtaitia M ,(>ltlMf 

ytLtti ■ riTTiKss ■ nrt 
nuK§i$Q »K0 Httrmo



STATE OFFICE BUILDING
Montp«li«r, Vermont

Freeman, French and Freeman, Architects, Burlington, Vt.

The exterior wall presents a combination of plain sur­
faces with a highly decorative band below the top story, 
involving both lettering and carved figures. Only in 
Vermont marble could the architects find the requisite 
qualities of decorative marking In plain areas and 
proper texture for fine ornamental treatment.

For specihcations and details 
see Sweets File Architectural.

1^ COLOt • CHAiaCTER • PEtMANENCI • LOW MAINTENANCE

crystalline VERMOW MIRBLE A

IVEBMONT MABELE COMPANY • PBOCTOB, VEBMONT

■ — Sre*c/i Offic9t —
Bocton • Chicago • daveland • Oollos • Houtton • Phaladalphio • lo< AngaNt > Maw Yorli • Soa FronciicO 

In Conods: OMotla MorMa Cempony. Ltd., Patorbaro, Ontario and Taranto, Ontario 
Sraaki Morblo A Tilo Company, Ltd., Taranto, Ontario



Induftiy Andt fluny dirKt ind Htdimi ilun In (he
uic ofTnnity White Cement for iw tmieturet. It

Portland CementIf recommended for urchilectural concrete
nnitt, ccrrazzo Roort, Wucco, cement pelnt and ipecial luet

CahcR beauty or Rtht-reflection ara hcton Trinity
While—the tebilnl white cement, l< a true Portland

cement that meet< ASTM and Federal (pecihcaiiont



If your plans call for
STRUCTURAL STEELWORK

call for
AMERICAN

BRIDGE
American Bridge has the engineering know-now, fabricating facilities, erect­
ing equipment, and skilled personnel to handle any type of structural steel job 
with exacting precision, thoroughness and speed ... any time, anywhere.

AVAILABLE NOW! For showing in churches, schools, clubs, and 
industries, the new sound and color motion picture—BUILDING 
FOR THE NATIONS — a candid, factual photographic record of 
the highlights of the fabrication and erection of the United Nations 
Secretariat Building in New York City.

AMERICAN BRIDGE DIVISION, UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION 
GENERAL OFFICES; 525 WILLIAM PENN PLACE, PinSBURGH, PA. 

CMMnJiit OffKM m;/UMBPlDCf ■ A7UNTA ■ BALTIMORE ■ BIBMINOHAM ■ BOSTM • OilCACO 
CINCINttATI ■ CLEVELAND ■ DALLAS ■ DENVER ■ DETROIT - DULUTH - EUIIRA ■ CARY • MEMPHIS 
MINNEAPOLIS - NEW YORK - PHIUDELPHIA - PITTSBURGH - PORTUND, ORE. ■ ROANOKE • ST. LOUIS 

SAN FRANCISCO • TRENTON UNITED STATES STEEL EXPORT COMPANY, NEW YORK

AMERICAN BRIDGE
UNITED E



TAKES REALISTIC ADVANCE PLANNING...
To Insure the Best 
Automatic Temperature 
Control Systems 
in Your Buildings

In the larger buildings, automatic temperature control 
systems must be "Planned-for*the-Purp( 
the specific requirements of each healing, cooling, ventila­
ting or air conditioning installation. The superiority of 
Johnson Control is due, in large measure, to this traditional 
Johnson policy.

Because the distinctive Johnson organization not only plans, 
but also manufactures and installs its systems, Johnson engi­
neers have a decided edge in planning control systems that 
arc exactly right for each building. Johnson engineers know 
control from every angle.

Centering responsibility for the entire sequence of manufac­
turing, planning and installing in one highly specialized 
organization is the proved way to insure the ultimate in 
efficiency, economy, comfort and convenience.

Any problem in temperature control can be solved best by 
Johnson, the only nationwide organization devoted exclu­
sively to manufacturing, planning and installing automatic 
temperature control systems. Ask an engineer from a nearby 
Johnson branch to explain more fully all of the advantages 
of Johnson 'Tlanned-for-the-Purpose” Systems. JOHNSON 
SERVICE COMPANY, Milwaukee 2, Wisconsin. Direct 
Branch Offices in Principal Gties,

in order to meet>se

JOHNSON Kf^u/c?na/ec aftet
^upACTuxi • ApmcATioN •INSTALLATION • SINCE iaa$ CONTROL



A Key Factor in 
LUMBER PERFORMANCE

Architects who are exacting in their 

specifications recognize the import-W‘

of seasoning for the properonce
performance of lumber.
Here's a timely analysis of the

need for greater emphasis on

the use of dry lumber.

Southern Pine Association
NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BUILDING 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA



PRODUCTS
To Guard Against Pollution

BOOSEY VACUUM BREAKERS
NO. 2010

For installation on fixtures hav­
ing inverted water supply to 
prevent contamination by 
siphonage. Recommended for 
use with acid tanks, hospital 
equipment, laundry machinery, 
industrial and laboratory 
equipment. Sizes to fit any 
installation need. No floott, chocks or moving porti. In> 

stotls betwBon fixture and wotor suppiy.

BOOSEY FIXED AIR GAPS
NO. 2021 AND NO. 2030

EliminatA intarconnaction between water lines and sewers. Prevent contom- 
inotion of fixtures and equipment through direct waste connections and pre­
vent water supply contamination by siphonage through direct connections. 
Model No. 2021 designed with topped inlet and spigot outlet. Model No. 
2030 furnished with tapped Inlet and outlet.

Manufocturers of complete Boosey line of Floor, Shower, Urinal 
and Roof Drains—Greose Interceptors, Backwater Valves, Vocuum 
Breakers and Fixed Air Gaps. Send for complete literoture.

NORMAN BOOSEY MFC. CO.
General Soles Office

DETROIT 6. MICHIGAN5281 AVERY AVENUE



Do you know where you can 
$10,000 of life insurance, without 
medical examination, for only $11 a 
month?

ANSWER: In the A.I.A. Group 
Insurance Plan.

May 1, 1953, was set by the State Mutuol Life 
Assurance Company os the closing date for entry 
on a non-medical basis in the A.l.A. Croup Insur­
ance Plan. By that date there were insured ap­
proximately 2,500 persons, representing nearly 400 
firms, for more than $13,000,000.

Since the onnuol A.I.A. Convention takes place 
in Seattle in June, the company hos ogreed to ex­
tend the period during which firms may enter with­
out evidence of good health until August 1, 1953. 
Only by virtue of your membership in The A.I.A. 
can you buy life insuronce ot group rates and with­
out evidence of insurobility.

H. Cochron Fisher, C.L.U., Insuronce Consultont 
of The A.I,A., will be at the Convention, in the 
Olympic Hotel, Seattle, June 15-18, to answer any 
questions, furnish information, and accept appli­
cations.

Applicotion forms and descriptive literoture on the plon mgy be 
obtoined from The A.I.A. Insurance Trust, 1735 New York Ave., 

N. W., Woshington 6, D. C.
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