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Is your dining room 1o smai ?

INE WAS! In fact, it was so tiny that when we had

company, I could hardly squeeze by the table.
I’ll never forget Uncle Wally laughing at "Sally’s
snake dance,” as he called it. But actually that’s just
about the way I looked trying to wait on people.

I'd racked my brain for a way to make that cramped
little room more spacious. Get rid of some furniture?
| needed every piece. Rearrange it? I'd tried a dozen
different ways. And as Fred pointed out, “You can’t
push back the walls.”

Push back the walls—that remark struck a spark. 1
seemed to remember clipping some such idea for my
scrapbook, the one I started when we were planning
our first house. I finally unearthed it in the attic at the
bottom of the trunk where I've saved Fred’s old letters.
Sure enough, there it was in an Armstrong’s Linoleum
advertisement I'd cut out years before! ““The Floor
That Pushes Back the Walls.”

When I went down to the store, Mr, Harbison said,
“Yes, we'd be glad to help you design an Armstrong
Floor that would make your dining room seem larger,
but you might have to wait awhile to get it. Linoleum’s
pretty scarce these days.”

Mr. Harbison was wonderful. Between us we worked
out a special scroll design that was so lovely it made it
all the harder to wait. But actually I wasn’t held up
at all, because, with the floor all planned, I could go
ahead with the rest of the room.

MADE BY THE MAKERS OF ARMSTRONG'S QUAKER RUGS,

Ideas push back the walls of the cramped dining room
below. Ideas like the smoked wall mirror, space-making
furniture arrangement, spacious window treatment—and
particularly the room-widening Armstrong Floor. It's
Armstrong’s Evergreen Linoleum, Style 21, inset with seroll
design in White, Style 23. Your linoleum merchant will
help you plan an equally smart room though his selection is
limited today. List of furnishings and room plan sent free.

The green color that Mr. Harbison suggested gave
me the idea for the allover color scheme that gives the
room so much unity. The scroll design suggested the
brackets and the scalloped curtain which give the two
little windows that “big” look.

Another clipping from my scrapbook gave me the
idea of covering the end wall with a smoked glass
mirror that runs down to the floor and placing the
table against it to make more room.

Planning was exciting. And then came the day when
Mr. Harbison’s men came out to put in the Armstrong
Floor. Watching them was like seeing a miracle take
place. Every minute the room seemed to get bigger.
Maybe you can get the effect yourself by covering up
the floor in the picture and then slowly sliding your
hand away. See what [ mean?

Send for new book of ideas for your dining room and
every room in your house, “Album of Room Ideas" by
Hazel Dell Brown brings you 32 pages of room interiors in
full color, scores of do-it-yourself decorating hints taken
from the personal scrapbook of this famous decorator. Send
10¢ (outside U. S. A., 40¢) to Armstrong Cork Company
Floor Division, 4607 Pine Street, Lancaster, Pennsylvania

So, if you have a tiny room, don’t let it cramp your
style. Try some new ideas. And start with the “big-
gest” idea of all, a special Armstrong’s Linoleum
Floor. You’ll find it’s easy and inexpensive to push
back the walls and make your little room grow.

ARMSTRONG’S LINOLEUM FLOORS

for every room @ in the house

& REG, U.B. PAT, OFF,

ARMSTRONG'S ASPHALT TILE, AND ARMSTRONG'S LINOWALL®*
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A FIRST FLOOR WASHROOM reguires
littl d add. h jence,
CONTRIBUTING TO JOYOUS HEALTH It sigiifior Ll rsbning auies dime
Jor the family, reduces through-the-house
traffic, provides handy facilities for guests.

oop plumbing is of daily importance to your the strength and precision that assure serviceability.
family’s health. The quality of Kohler fixtures Your Kohler dealer will help you select the fixtures

and fittings makes them an investment in safety, that will serve you best, in matched sets or individual
costing no more at first, and relieving you of worry pieces, for bathroom, kitchen, washroom, or laundry.
and expense over the years. Unified supervision watches over and coordinates
Kohler fixtures are pleasing in line and proportion every step of production, for Kohler products are made

and have a smooth, lustrous hard surface that is easy to in one great plant. Write for Booklet 7AH, “Planned
clean. Kohler fittings, of chromium-plated brass, have ~ Bathrooms and Kitchens.” Kohler Co., Kohler, Wis.

KOHLER of KOHLER

PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FITTINGS » HEATING EQUIPMENT o ELECTRIC PLANTS
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IRON FIREMAN

COAL OR OIL HEATING

® No grates to shake, no drafts to adjust!
You have a half-hour’s extra sleep, and
though winter is just outside your window,
you get up to find your home filled with
cheerful warmth!

The source of all this care-free comfort
is the Iron Fireman Luminous Flame—a
clean, brilliant fire engineered to attain
the highest release of radiant heat, the
type of heat which is most easily absorbed
by the heating surfaces of the furnace.
It is usable heat, not the type of heat that
goes up the chimney. The Iron Fireman
Luminous Flame, produced from either
coal or oil, is the heart and life of Iron
Fireman heating. You will find it in all of
the new Iron Fireman equipment which
introduces advanced features never before
employed in either coal or oil firing.

Ask for Free Booklet
"l I'I.l '8 m" "I nmlu ”
Mail coupon below for illustrated
brochure. Iron Fireman Manufac-
turing Co., builders of mldemnl,
ial and ind 1

firing
equipment. Dealers everywhere.

IroN FIREMAN MFG. COMPANY . .
3030 W. 106th Street, Cleveland 11, Ohxo

Send free copy, “Luminous Flame Heating.”

Name.

Address.
Plants in Portland, O

3 Cleveland, Ohio; T. te, Canaaa,

L)
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40t her mamied !

HAT A JOB—being bridesmaid for my sweet but scat-
terbrained cousin!
A few days ago, I thought I'd never get her down the aisle.
And on top of everything, I found she hadn’t bought a thing
for her linen closet!

“Darling, you help,” she begged. “Here's some petty cash
—could you pick me up some sheets? 'Course, I couldn’t begin
to afford anything as luxurious as the dream-sheets you
have, but I do need something ...”

Uh-huh—I helped. And returned shortly with my best
canary-feathers smile—and the smoothest, softest, whitest
sheets a gal could touch fingers to!

“Behold!” I beamed. “Lovely Cannon Percale Sheets—
twins to mine! And you get some change. Cannon Percales
put de luxe sleeping within anybody’s reach!”

Grateful? Ever since, she’s been telling chums, “You must
come sleep on my divine sheets—Cannon Percales! You'll
see how smart I was to pick "em!”

TRADE MARK

CANNON |

As a bride, I puffed with pride about my own lovely

As an engaged gal, I quizzed all my young-married friends
about sheets. Found ’em living blissfully with lovely
Cannon Percale Sheets—the sheets that reconcile percale
tastes and slim pocketbooks!

|
¥4

" '

-

Cannon Percale Sheets. So smooth, so sweet-sleeping.
Woven of special long-staple cotton. So fine that they
have 25% more threads per inch than best-grade muslin

sheets!

As a housewife, I'm enjoying my Cannon Percales anni-
versary after anniversary. (A budget-minded gal—or any
gal—does appreciate wear!) And Cannon Percale Sheets are
so light —make bedmaking and home laundering heaps
easier!

Another Cannon value—Cannon Muslin
Sheets! Well-made, long-wearing!

Cannon (orcale Shects

Cannon Towels * Stockings * Blankets % CaxxoN MiLLs, INc.,, NEW Yorxk 13, N. Y.
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Picturesque Cottage

both

Barrett-roofed

Is your house modern, flat-
roofed? Top it off with a
famous Barrett Specification®
promenade-surfaced Built-up
Roof — place some colorful
garden chairs on it, and —
presto—you’ve added a roof-
top outdoor living room to
your home! Barrett Built-up
Roofs, used on the Empire
State Building, the Atomic
Bomb plant at Oak Ridge,
Tenn., and many other fa-
mous structures, are weather-
snug, rugged as can be . ..
built up of alternate layers of

coal-tar pitch and felt, with a
fireproof wearing surface.

Is your home traditional,
steep-roofed? It’s colorful
Barrett Shingles for you!
Choose from a variety of de-
lightful hues and styles . . .
all made of finest water-
proofed roofing stock, sur-
faced with fireproof mineral
granules that keep your roof
looking new for years.

Ask your local Barrett
man for samples. Or mail the
coupon for free descriptive
materials,

THE BARRETT DIVISION
ALUED CHEMICAL & DYE CORPORATION
40 RECTOR STREET, NEW YORK 6,N. Y.

2800 Seo. Sacramento Avenwve, Chicage 23, Il

Birmingham, Alaboma

FREE to Home-owners East of the Rockies! Mail the coupon.

[[] Roof Style Guide—will help vou select the right
roof for your house.

[ Rock Wool Home Insulation Booklet. AH.7-46

*Reg. U. 8, Pat. OfF,

® ¢ ¢ WILLIAM EDMAN MASSEE, who
is the author of our lead article, “I
Wouldn’t Build Now for Love, Money
or Congress” on page 15, is search-
ing for a home on the eastern sea-
board. At the same time he is writing
a series of articles on what the Amer-

ican home could be if people could |
| get what they wanted. Continuity

writing and radio production are his
strong forte. During the war he wrote
and produced radio shows for the
United States Army Air Forces.

Rodney McCay Morgan
® & ¢ ATHOS AND SARA MENABONI
are fortunate in that their five-acre
plot in Georgia is all woodland (see
page 24), for Mr. Menaboni is a bird
painter, she a writer and lecturer on
ornithology. And “Valle Ombrosa,”
which is the name of their home, is
truly a bird sanctuary. An aviary
houses many rare species, while wild
turkey, duck, quail and pheasants are
at liberty within the property.

B

g

® * ¢ G, E. KIDDER SMITH, who is
an architect by profession, finds that
photography and architecture go well
together. He did the illustrations for
two notable shows at the Museum
of Modern Art in New York City,
both “Brazil Builds,” and “Stockholm
Builds.” He is now in Europe on a
Guggenheim fellowship, doing books
on Swedish and Swiss architecture.
He was previously a fellow of the
American-Scandinavian Foundation to
Sweden. Mr. Smith took photographs
of the house on pages 28, 29, 30.

What To Do About
More Closets

See This Idea Book!

\  Need places to put
things? Want to plan
" closets that are more use-

ful—better placed —easier to use?
Then you’ll want a copy of “To
day’s Idea House”—new, 32-page
book containing dozens of photo-
graphs of actual home interiors.
Here’s a wealth of planning in-
formation, not only on closets,
but on using doors and windows
of Ponderosa Pine in new and
interesting ways that make your
home more comfortable and con-
venient. Whether you plan to
build or remodel, you’ll want a
copy of “Today’s Idea House.”
Mail the coupon!

The Beat to Youns with. ..

Pordorsse, Fopue

WOODWORK

Some of the Many Subjects Covered
by “Today’s Idéa House™
e How to stretch space with windows.

o How to care for
woodwork.

e How to partition
Sor privacy.

e How doors can
save you steps.

. - .
« Poxprrosa Pixe Woonwonk -
o Dept, OA-7, 111 West Washington Street <
o Chicago 2, 1linois =
e Please send me a copy of “Today’s Idea e
e House,” I enclose 10 cents in coin. .
. .
B I oo rrerove efeiemmrteremsroraerisstolesteat I
- -
8 | JABHORID.. o v v cvimwon v nainisian isajeieiseio .
g .
o O i e e R o State... .. .
-
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Better look up

MOVERS in
the Classified

FOR quick answers to your
buying and service problems
turn to the Classified section of
the Telephone Directory.

Easy-to-find information in its
‘yellow pages’is of real help in
locating tradespeople for many
household and business needs.

In them, you will also find the
authorized local outlets for many
advertised brands—listed under
their trade marks.

THE AMERICAN HoOME, JuLy, 1946

Harris & Ewing

® ¢ * GROSVENOR CHAPMAN’S house
on page 28 is the house of an archi-
tect by an architect, and therein per-
haps lies its particular charm. In
charge of a section planning con-
struction for the Navy's air transport
service and experimental aircraft pro-
gram during the war, he is now prac-
ticing architecture in Washington,
D. C., specializing in an “economy
size” advisory service for veterans.

| His “avocations are sketching, racket

sports, and a game of his own in-
vention called water tennis.

Robert J. Arnold

® ® ¢ MARGARET DELLEA RIZZIE is
doing well, we think, as a veteran’s
wife. While her husband is a zoology
student at Syracuse University, she
works as a service representative
for a telephone company. But mov-
ing from a large house on a 175-acre
farm in the Berkshires to a one-
room trailer in a camp set up for
G.I. married students presented its
problems. How ingeniously Mrs. Riz-
zie is managing is revealed in “G.IL
Bandbox Housekeeping” on page 82.

e e ¢ CHLOE DENHAM, a former

member of THE AmEericAN HoME
staff, chalked up 18 months overseas
with the American Red Cross to her
credit during the war. This experience
left her with her one great ambition
—to return to England and France
to visit again the friends who were
so hospitable to her and to fellow
Americans during the invasion. Born
in New York, she spent an interest-
ing childhood attending no less than
thirteen schools in the East, then
went to Ireland to the University of
Dublin. Her housing problem in New
York City is told on page 40.

A few ill-chosen
bites at bedtime
» gave me a night-
mare that would
have frightened
Edgar Allen Poe! But it opened
my eyes to a big mistake I was
making.

You see, that nightmare scared
me out of my sleep, so I tried
thinking of pleasant things . . .
my wife and youngsters . . . our
bright future. But then I thought
. . . what sort of future would my
family have if something hap-
pened to me? Sure, I'd always had
good intentions about life insur-
ance, but I'd never done much
about it. Lying there in the dark,
I saw all too plainly how my happy-
golucky attitude could leave my
family in decidedly unpleasant cir-
cumstances. I determined to take
action . . . and soon! So next morn-

FREE Soccal Secanity HELPS

Do you know what Social Security means to you, in
dollars and cents? Mail coupon today for easy-to-read
booklet showing how to calculate your future benefits
from Social Security. Included is a convenient File for
official records you will need later to avoid costly delay in
collecting your Social Security benefits.

Our 2nd Cenbury of Service

ing I called in a Mutual Life Rep-
resentative. Iirst he estimated my
family’s Social Security benefits.
They were way short of what I
wanted for my family. So then he
showed me how, through Mutual
Life’s “Insured Income” Service,
I could change the picture com-
pletely . . . could team up my
Social Security with life insurance
to assure my family all they need-
ed for normal healthy living.

I'm still not sold on nightmares
. . . but that one did me a good
turn. Because now I know that my
family is well protected. And if
all goes well, I'll be able to take
things casy myself in my retire-
ment years!

The Mutual Life Representative
in your community offers you this
same service—without obligation,
of course.

THE MUTUAL LIFE

INSURANCE COMPANY of NEW YORK

A st
34 Nassau Street s e Lewis W. Dou~"»
New York 5, N. Y. 2“‘“““ ?"“""’ Presiaent
o awst
NAME. c00ess tssssssssssstsesssesesestesssssesssssassnssetsssssssssssnse AGE

VETERANS:

KEEP YOUR GOVERNMENT LIFE

INSURANCE!




Do the plans for your new home provide for
built-in telephone conduit and enough outlets to

assure the utmost in telephone convenience?

Telephone conduit, inexpensive and easy to in-
stall during construction orremodeling, will con-
ceal telephone wires within walls and carry them

to neat, handy outlets.

Your Bell Telephone Company will be glad to
suggest ways to “telephone condition” your new
home. Just call your Telephone Business Office

and ask for “Architects and Builders Service.”

BELL TELEPHONE SYSTEM

® ® ¢ GEORGIA LONG’S interest in
the basement homes of the Utahans
(page 26) stems from a good bit of
relations and welfare work on Utah
military installations. At one time
she also did volunteer work for a
Puerto Rican settlement house. For
eight years she called Paris head-
quarters as foreign representative

for an American garden studio.

F. M. Demarest
+ « + SAMUEL BARBER, the noted
American composer, is one of the tri-
umvirate of talented young men who
make their home at “Capricorn” pic-
tured on page 36. His most recent
works are Cello Concerto performed
by Koussevitzky, and a ballet for
Martha Graham, This summer he is
conducting concerts of his own music
in Europe, GIAN-CARLO MENOTTI is
the composer of four operas to his
own libretti, two of which have been
produced by the Metropolitan Opera.
He is at present the recipient of a
Guggenheim fellowship. ROBERT
HORAN, who completes the trio, has
just finished his first book of poems,
is now in Europe as a correspondent.

Rodney McCay Morgan

e + « RICHARD L. AECK is one of the
foremost modern architects of the
South. His own house was featured in
the November, 1945, issue of THE
AMERICAN HoMmE, and this month we
are happy to present another of his
design, the Menaboni house on page
24, He practices architecture in At-
lanta, Georgia, and is design critic for
“Residential Design” at the Georgia

School of Technology.

DO you have enough lights
where you need them? Do your
appliances perform properly—and
quickly? Do you have sufficient
outlets, uncluttered with a maze
of extension cords?

If not, the chances are that your
wiring system is not up-to-date
for today’s wiring needs. The new
G-E Electrical Modernization
Guide tells in simple terms how
casily the average modern home
can be adequately wired for the
convenience of true electrical
living. Write Section AW761-82,
Appliance and Merchandise Dept.,
General Electric Co., Bridgeport,
Connecticut.

WRITE FOR
FREE COPY

GENERAL @ ELECTRC

Spare me, please,
but kill the fleas

Use the NEW

SKIP-FLEA. POWDER
with DDT

Yep, Boss, here’s one flea powder with
DDT that doesn’t make me itch and
scratch. You see it’s a new formula with
a combination of ingredients that anni-
hilates my fleas . . . without stirring
them up. Like all Sergeant products,
Boss, it's been tested plenty . . . on
dogs, and in important clinical labora-
tories. It’s safe . . . it’s sure . . . it’s fast
...it's Sergeant’s SKIP-FLEA ...and
we can get it at any drug or pet store
. . » along with Sergeant’s SKIP-FLEA
Soap. Come on, Boss, let’s wipe out
my pesky fleas.

Sergeants

SKIP-FLEA POWDER
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TO YOUR
HEART’S
CONTENT

NO BELTS
NO PINS

NO PADS
NO ODOR

This may be news to yox
—but thanks to Tampax
more women every summer go right
into the water any day they want to,
including the sanitary-protection
days. . . . The Tampax method is
ideal for bathing because there is no
external pad. With Tampax you can
wear a snug swim suit and (wet or
dry) nobody is the wiser. So why
should you stay on the sidelines,
lonely and conspicuous?

Applying the principle of internal
absorption to this special monthly
use by women, -a doctor designed
Tampax without
belts, pins or ex-
ternal pads. Made
of pure surgical
cotton compressed
in applicators,
Tampax is effi-
cient and dainty. As it is worn in-
ternally, no odor forms and there is
no chafing. Changing is quick and
disposal easy. .

Just consider the advantages of
this unbulky Tampax under summer
shorts, slacks and sheer dresses—
then get a supply at drug store or
notion counter. Enough for a month
will go into your purse. Three ab-
sorbencies: Regular, Super, Junior.
TampaxIncorporated, Palmer, Mass.

Accepted for Advertising by the .
Journal of the American Medical Association
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“NH =AvE just read Sgt. Her-
bert Merrill’s letter in your February
magazine and would like to inform
him that his thinking is indeed wish-
ful. For his information, this is what
the G.I. will encounter when he starts
to build his dream home. First, the
location: In our growing little city,
there are two types of locations with-
in the reach of the average G.I. (that
is, within the $500 to $1000 class and
harmonious with the $4000 home Sgt.
Merrill expects to build). We have
choice lots in the bottom of a not-
always-dry lake within the city, or
choice lots beyond the city limits
with no chance for gas, water, or elec-
trical services. After a month of try-
ing to wheedle an indifferent architect
to blueprint our modest cottage, our
financial troubles start. The G.I. Bill
provides a loan of $2000, the finance
company will match it with $2000,
we have a few War Bonds, and we
didn’t want a very big house anyway,
so we're all set to go. Well, maybe we
didn’t go, but after a preliminary dis-
cussion with a contractor, the baby’s
bedroom goes, along with several feet
off the living room, the basement, the
floor furnace, the fireplace, the garage
floor, most of the kitchen cabinets,
and some of the electrical wiring. So
now we start to build our house. It
isn’t a Cape Cod; it isn’t a pleasant
little home with a patio; it isn't the
‘ranch-house genus with a graceful,
lengthy sweep.” Instead, it’s a bed-
room, kitchen, living- and dining-room
combination, and bath, built as square
as possible because a roof with only
one angle is cheaper, and it’s costing
$6000. With the price of the lot
added, the total is considerably more
than Sgt. Merrill is dreaming about—
or us either for that matter.

“Next—on with the War of Gov-
ernmental Red Tape! The appraiser
takes over. More delay while we deed
our lot back and forth among mem-
bers of the family in an effort to
cover up the awful fact that it cost
$2700. Four weeks to get an approval
from the loan company and finally
the contractor takes over.

“From here on the struggle lessens
—not because the problems are fewer,
as you might think, but because after
three years of war and three months
of trying to build a house, Joe is just
worn out and doesn’t much care any
more. If the electrical workers have
been on strike and he can’t get light
fixtures, it doesn’t matter; if steel
workers and their strike have shut off
the supply of bathtubs, guess he can

MKitchen dleaned already ?
[ thought you'd be hours !

MRS.
No, sir! Cleaning’s quick when your
cleanser doesn’t leave dirt-catching

scratches.

You save a lot of scrub-time by using Bon Ami
regularly. It’s ome cleanser that dncsn.’t leave
scratches to hold dirt and slow down cleaning.
Pure, white Bon Ami works without grit—simply
slides grease off in seconds. Leaves sinks and bath-
tubs satin-smooth . . .leaves hands parlor-pretty,
100. No wonder it’s a favorite for every cleaning job!

For sparkling, §lm-free windows, mirrors and
windshields—use Bon Ami in handy Cake form.

o

THE SPEEDY CLEANSER that
“hasn't scratched yet!”
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You dial the season

with Stokermatic Heatway

Relax and enjoy summer the

year round. Let a new Stokermatic Heatway bring generous
warmth to every room during the frosty months. This new
winter air conditioner gives you comfort from a friendly
coal fire that's fed automatically. Just turn the dial and

forget the cold.

Heatway is the thrifty way, too. It burns low priced coal so
thoroughly there’s no waste. Fuel bills are drastically cut;
Heatway helps pay for itself with savings.

Packaged in a handsome steel jacket finished in two-toned
baked enamel, it banishes forever the ugly old-fashioned
furnace. Result: a clean basement, an added room.

Your new Heatway is now going into production. Find
out about this new way to bring summer indoors: in
‘winter. Mail the coupon today . . . no obligation of course.
Stokermatic, 570 Lexington Avenue, New York City 22.

.......................

StokermaTiC, (Dept. AS), 570 Lexington Avenue, NYC 22 ® Gentlemen: Please
» obligation on my part—full information on Stokermatic Heatway . . .
the new automatic winter air conditioner that cuts coal bills and helps pay for itself
with savings.

NAME (Please Print)

send me—with no ol

ADDRESS OR BOX NO

CITY

ZONE_STATE

No. of rooms

to be heated

To be installed Or to replace -
in new house? D present heating? D
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just use a washtub. If he doesn’t have
linoleum because of a strike, it
doesn’t matter—it’s 0.K., too.
“That carries the story of G.I. Joe
and his housing problem as far as
possible at this writing, According to
our contract, we can’t even expect
our new home for three more months
because of the window and door
shortage. However, the second chap-
ter of this sad, sad story has already
started. It’s entitled, ‘How G.I. Joe
gets furniture now that he has spent
all his money for his house.””
+ » « MRS. JOHN MOORE

“I have just finished reading Louisa
Randall Church’s inspiring article,
‘We Lift Our Brows to the Sun’ in
the February issue.

“Women, if organized, can surely
be a powerful group, a constructive
force in world affairs. If women of
all nations could speak to each other,
I know we would all have the same
common interest —to better the
world for ourselves and our children.
We, who bring potential soldiers into
the world and who tend their broken
bodies and minds after war, should
have a voice in determining the ne-
cessity for war,

“After the first World War, a great
peace movement swept our country,
but apparently it was not started on
the right premise—it merely made us
all aware that we hated war but had
no workable plan to prevent it.

“Mrs. Church’s challenge to us to
improve our young people morally
and spiritually must be taken up by
all women. But we apparently need
leadership. We need an international
movement among women,”

« « « MRS. E. CRAIG

“Obviously they're all childless,
animal-less people with a dash of the
superhuman — these occupants of
model homes in magazines!

“In the summer they sit on a
freshly mowed terrace all day, sip-
ping iced drinks while waiting for the
photographer. Winter finds them de-
corously enjoying a roaring fire which,
miraculously, does not spread a film
of ashes over the lustrous furniture.
The men in these houses never come
home tired and grumpy from a hard
day at the office to fall asleep in the
immaculate slip-covered chairs. In-
stead they dash in full of zest, eat a
delectable meal prepared in invisible
pots, and immediately thereafter grab
a handful of hammers and saws. Be-
fore they retire, they have constructed
a barbecue pit or at least converted
the attic into bowling alleys.

“Any dog which may appear in
the photographs is either stuffed or
old or toothless. No playful puppy
ever chews the end off the dining-
room rug or leaves muddy scratches
on the front door. No four-year-old
draws murals on the walls or picks
the leaves off the potted plants. No
kitten ever walks across the freshly
waxed table top.

“I have a picturesque house, too.
It’s 150 years old and has deep win-
dow sills and a fireplace in the kitchen.
The floors are pegged and the bath-

Choose
“Yours Now
New Woodwork Designs

bym

Now, for your choice, Curtis
offers a wide variety of beautiful
new woodwork designs—styled
by famous architects—at prices
for the lowest cost home! There
are china cases, entrances, man-
tels, staircases, and other wood-
work pieces that express the
fullest measure of gracious
living. Let Curtis help make
your home more charming—
more satisfying — with this
fine woodwork.

Styled for the home
that is to have ex-
tra distinction, this
Curtis entrance
has an appeal of
hospitality and
graciousness. Cur-
tis Entrance
C-1764—one of
many designs.

This unusual
Curtis mantel is
adapted from a
late 18th Century
designinafamons
bouse at Marble-
head, Massachu-
setts, Curtis Man-
tel C-6063 was : .
designed by Willis Irvin, Architect.

@t yout copy NOW

It’s fun to choose from among the
many fine new woodwork styles
shown in the new Curtis Woodwork
Booklet. Send
10 cents for
your copy to-

Service Bureau
244 Curtis Building
Cliaton, Iowa

Gentlemen: Send me your new Wood-
work Idea Book. I enclose 10 cents.

-
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yes -The TRIPLE-THICK BOTTOM in
Reynolds ﬁﬁfl.lllt' Aluminum pans

1 ’ \

SHRIMPS CREOLE

Sauté for 3 minutes 1 lb. shrimps, cooked and
cleaned (or 1 pkg. quick-frozen shrimps) with 4
tablespoons shortening in Lifetime Sauce Pot. Lift
out shrimps, add to remaining shortening a stalk of
celery, small onion, green pepper (all diced); ¥4 1b.
mushrooms, sliced; crushed clove of garlic (if de- *

' '3 sired). Sauté until lightly browned. Add 6 peeled, =~
quartered fresh tomatoes, or a #214 can tomatoes,
- i crumbled bay leaf, 1 teaspoon salt, a dash of cayenne

and pepper. Simmer 20 minutes or until thickened.
Add shrimps, reheat, serve with fluffy cooked rice.

L5 e

; —the sign of the Lifetime Triple-Thick
Bottom. Shown here is the 4 gt. Sauce Pot.

B e

_; ﬁe? TRIPLE-THICK BOTTOM...

PERFECT FOR “WATERLESS” COOKING!

These are the cooking utensils that have sur-  on the stove to keep foods warm. Cool bakelite
prised even the food editors! handles. Easy-to-clean, dent-resistant sides,
The Triple-Thick Bottom not only insures with a brilliant, lasting finish that only hard-
uniform heat distribution for rich, even gauge aluminum can produce.
browning when necessary, but makes for Lifetime Guarantee! If you are in any way
steady balance as well! dissatisfied with Lifetime Triple-Thick-Bottom
Special, too, are the moisture seal covers,  Utensils, send them back and they will be re-
“precision fit” so you can cook with small turned like new, or replaced, without charge.
quantities of water. Reynolds Metals Co., Housewares Division,
Cover knobs are recessed for easy stacking 2000 South 9th Street, Louisville 1, Ky.

L &
REYNOLDS I/éfllll & ALUMINUM COOKING UTENSILS
TRIPLE -THICK BOTTOM
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Try this cool
delicious answer to
a hot summer day !

Here's a favorite
summer supper! Hot

X Armour Star Frank-
‘ furters served with
chilled tomatoes

which are stuffed
with potato salad.

You'll love the flavor of Armour
Star Frankfurters ! For it's the flavor
of beef and pork . . . seasoned
just enough with imported spices
to bring out all the good meat
taste. And you get these favorite
frankfurters at their fresh-tasting
best, for they are made fresh daily
in scores of Armour Sausage Kitch-
ens from coast to coast! Ask for
Armour Star Frankfurters !

© ARMOUR AND COMPANY 1946

Armour Star

Frankfurters

The flaver tells you they are made
from selected beef and pork

Look for the
Armour Star Label

room is modern. But you'll never see
our home in any of the magazines.
I just can’t bring myself to shoot my
dogs, divorce my husband, and put
my daughter up for adoption.
“Besides, we sort of like it the way
it is. You see, we don’t just look at
it. Instead, we happen to live in it!”
+ + + MARY PAUL BAILEY

“I greatly enjoyed “You and Your
Trees” by John A. Moore in the
February AmericAN HoMmEe and the
reading of the article caused a few
ideas that I have had for some time
to ‘jell.’ Briefly, why don’t some
nurseries cater a bit to the ‘tree col-
lectors’ scattered about the country?
Four years ago, I acquired a 17-acre
wood lot near my home and two years
later, I began tree collecting quite
earnestly. I have bought from nurs-
eries here and there, but many of the
trees I would like I cannot find listed

in catalogues; some I cannot obtain |

in the small quantity I need, and
the variety descriptions in most of
the lists are inadequate. Why wouldn't
a nursery find it profitable to go after

business like mine? It might offer, for |

instance, an ‘Oak Collection’ of from
one to three specimens of each of a
number of species (and perhaps some
variants) suited to a definite region,
all well-rooted, healthy, and properly
labeled with scientific and popular
names and other information. This
would include the more common
kinds and some of the rarer sorts
and, from year to year, the nursery

might offer smaller, supplemental col- |

lections of new or rarer, more valu-
able species as the collector became
more of an expert and connoisseur.
There could be similar collections of
lindens, birches, pines and other ever-
greens, etc., so that a buyer could, if
he desired, build up plantings of the
kinds of trees that associate in nature,
thereby developing a practical dem-
onstration of what botanists call eco-
logical relations. Besides the indi-
vidual collectors, it seems to me that
botany departments of high schools
and colleges would be interested; also
the park boards of many communi-
ties, especially now when the estab-
lishment of groves and forests as ‘liv-
ing memorials’ is receiving much
favorable attention. Perhaps I am
overenthusiastic, but I am getting a
big kick out of the limited collecting
I am doing, and after all, there are
plenty of stamp collectors, button
collectors, jug collectors, and so on.
So why not more tree collectors?”

« + « RALPH W. STARK

A sound suggestion, in our opinion,
and one which, as conditions in the
labor, transportation, and other busi-
ness fields improve, might well appeal
to the nursery industry, to which it
is cordially referred.

« « « Horticultural Editor

Important: Letters req ing infor
should be accompanied by a stamped, com-
pletely addressed envelope. Manuseripts and
illustrations will not be returned unless ac-
panied by the y postage. They will
be handled with care, but we cannot pos-
sibly assume responsibility for their safety.
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Good fooii sends savory
fragrance ahead . . .

when you cook with
Derby Barbecue Sauce.
Its mouth-watering
goodness works a spell
on appefites. Dozens of
easy ways to spice
your cooking with it.
Send for’ -
Free Recipe Book.

® Stook Souce... Barbecue Sauce. . . Hot Sauce
+ Worcestershire Sauce ... Chop Suey Sauce
GLASER, CRANDELL (0., Chicago 8, Dept.F7

FIRST RIDMFOR CLEVER cOOKS

ANACONDA COPPER TUBES with sol-
dered fittings give you these advan-
tages in a forced circulation hot
water system:

1. Freedom from rust

2. Unrestricted flow

3. Faster heat transfer

4. Economy of installation
5. Smaller sizes required

For the whole story, consult your
plumbing and heating contractor
and write for Publication B-5, “How
to Protect Your Home against Rust’”

4001

THE AMERICAN BRASS COMPANY

Waterbury 88, Connecticut

e

Offices and Agencies
in Principal Cities




ZESTY FRENCH DRESSING

1 cup Mazola Salad Qil ¥4 teaspoon sugar

Ya cup vinegar 2 tablespoons catsup

1% teaspoons salt 1 tablespoon lemon juice
Ys teaspoon pepper 1%2 teaspoons Worcester-
Y4 teaspoon paprika shire Sauce

Few grains celery salt 2 cloves garlic

Measure all ingredients into a bottle or jar. Cover tightly
and shake well. Chill several hours, then remove garlic.
Shake thoroughly before serving. Makes 13 cups.

N —
N— 3. &y
MAZOLA

ES—three big hits to make your family’s appetites cheer

o for fresh, crisp, healthful salads . . . three zestful Mazola-
made dressings . . . so good, so rich in flavor and food value,
so easy and cconomical to prepare.

Once you use Mazola Salad Oil for making fresh, delicious

dressings you'll always prefer this pure, clear golden oil—

n d a I I O m e Ru n , pressed from the hearts of full-ripened corn kernels.
¢ All grocers sell Mazola. @ Corn Products Sules Co,

FRUIT FRENCH DRESSING

Va2 cup Mazola Salad Oil 2 teaspoons sugar
Ya cup lemon juice V4 teaspoon salt
Ya cup maraschino cherry juice 1 teaspoon paprika

Measure all ingredients into a bottle or jar. Cover tightly
and shake well. Chill several hours. Shake thoroughly before
serving. Makes 1 cup.

Note: This Dréssing is an extremely versatile one to have
on hand as it is delicious with any type of fruit salad.

MAYONNAISE

2 egg yolks 1 teaspoon dry mustard
1 teaspoon salt Y4 teaspoon pepper
1 tablespoon sugar Y4 cup lemon juice

Y4 teaspoon paprika 1% cups Mazola Salad Qil

Beat egg yolks, seasonings and 2 tablespoons lemon juice
with rotary beater. Add 1 cup Mazolg, 1 tablespoon at a
time; beat after each addition. Add 1 tablespoon lemon
juice. Beat ip remaining oil graducally. Add last tablespoon
lemon juice. Makes 2 cups. For Horseradish Mayonnaise use 3
tablespoons of horseradish with each cup of Mayonnaise.




Millions of Americans need homes
—as rapidly as they can be built.
The mighty production facilities of
Crane Co. are today being concen-
* trated on the manufacture of plumbing
and heating for these low cost homes.

s The Crane line is varied in design, offer-
: ing a selection to meet personal prefer-
ences. If you are fortunate enough to have
Crane plumbing and heating in the home
you build or rent, you are assured of top
quality — whatever the cost of that home.

This equipment is improved both in design
and construction. For instance, Dizl-ese trim,

a new Crane development, assures faucets
that open and close at a finger’s touch—reduces

wear, lengthens life, prevents dripping.

And when today’s emergency is over, you can proceed

with construction of the dream home you have been
waiting for. The complete Crane line of plumbing will

then include beautiful new fixtures freshly styled to —
suit every taste and every budget. In heating, Crane
will offer boilers and furnaces to burn all fuels—this
line will also include radiators and convectors—
oil burners and stokers—controls and water spe-
cialties—pipe, valves and fittings—everything to
assure a completely integrated, efficient system.
Your Crane Dealer will be in position to bring

you just the plumbing and heating you want.

Crane has prepared two planning
books—one on Bathrooms and

CRANE CO., GENERAL OFFICES: Kitchens, the other on Heating.
836 S. MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 5  Write for your copies.
PLUMBING » HEATING « PUMPS

VALVES » FITTINGES = PIPE

- NATION-WIDE DISTRIBUTION THROUGH BRANCHES, WHOLESALERS, PLUMBING AND HEATING DEALERS




WE want a home. Married
during the war, my charming bride followed me
about the country until I went overseas. We lived
in glumly furnished rooms in Miami, Chicago,
San Bernardino, and San Francisco, and for two
short months we played at keeping house in an
apartment of our own in Greensboro, North Caro-
lina. Since getting out of the Army last November,
we've had two days alone together, and they
were spent in a New York hotel. Right now, we're
living with the in-laws in a six-room suburban
house, and our eighteen months old baby doesn’t
make the whole thing any easier.

I have a good job in New York, we have man-
aged to save over $6,000, and we know just the
kind of house we want. But we wouldn’t build now
for love, money, or Congress. And here’s why.

Being young, we want a modern house, with
large glass areas to the south, a terrace, and a
sun deck. We want a small kitchen and dining

“We’ve been married for three years,
and yet we still don’t know what set-
tled married life is like. In storage
are the wedding presents and furni-
ture we’ve picked up during those
three years. Occasionally, we look
at our things wistfully. We want to
use them in a home of our own.
We want it now, and we can’t get it.”

ell tucked behind the stone fireplace wall and
away from the living room, a study which can
be made part of the main living space, and two
or three bedrooms. We want radiant heating,
storage walls, a car port, and divided bathrooms.
The house doesn’t have to be big, because we
know good planning and proportion are more
important than size. We figure it would cost
about ten thousand to build but, if we live long
enough, we can afford it. We want it set on the
seashore, or in the country surrounded by a
couple of acres of land.

We can’t get the land, for profiteers have
raised prices to such an outrageous level that
good acres cost from five to ten dollars a foot,
and usually more. There are places where land is
cheap, but to get some you have to buy two or
three hundred acres; the owners are holding out
to sell to some contractor who will build a clutter
of salt boxes on fifty-foot plots. The only alterna-

‘| Wouldnt Build Now

FOR LOVE, MONEY, OR CONGRESS"

William Edman Massee

tive is to buy a couple of small parcels that have
been on the market for years, hardly big enough
for a doghouse and not fit for much else.

We cant get an architect. There are a few
good, functional architects around New York
who know how to build a decent house, designed
around the lives of the people who are going to
live in it.

We want an architect because we know from
the experience of others, that it's a ridiculous
waste of time and money to build without one.
But most of these good architects are smothered
with work, doing plans for office buildings, fac-
tories, department stores, more expensive homes,
and so on. Yet we've still managed to hear of
two or three that could design our house and
supervise its erection. They could draw the plans
for us, perhaps even find an attractive site, but
even they can’t get the building contractors who
could put it up. Seems that the contractors are

15




“Many architects couldn’t design a decent hon:-e if they tried . . .
town supervisors get orders to keep building codes so strict that you’ve got
to build a monstrosity that looks like those already there . . .”

HUGH STUBBINS
Assistant Professor of Architecture
Harvard University

“The greater percentage of architects in
this country cannot in the traditional sense
be called architects . .. they are merely
archeologists and promoters of building.
Yet there are a considerable number of good
architects . .. I know they can and will build
@ good and ‘decent’ house. What must be con-
sidered is that we always build for people
« « « people are human beings, not statistics.”

The complete text of Professor Stubbins’ reply to
ex-Lieutenant Massee will be found on page 50

so busy building the afore-mentioned factories and stores, so tied
up with erection of groups of mean little boxes for the building
promoters to sell, that they can't find time to build for us.

Homes are expensive and no place for radical experimentation,
but conservatism keeps successful new ideas from filtering into
general use, and this can be maddening. Good architectural maga-
zines have been filled with splendid modern houses for years.
Functional architecture is largely a matter of design; design for
use and beauty around the lives of the people who are going to
live in the house, their habits, and the particular location they have
decided on. Functional construction is expensive because you can't
hide cheap building under plaster and wallpaper. In functional de-
sign, some of the house shows through. Architects still believe
people are more concerned with display of their homes than living
in them, so they put all the architecture on the surface in the form
of gables, bays, carved woodwork, and wrought-iron initials on the
chimney. Architects now give you wonderful frosting and decora-
tion on your cake and think it’s pretty to look at, but it's a cinch
it’s nothing to eat. All their abilities are spent in copying plans that
others have designed in the past. More conservative than lawyers,
architects refuse to try anything new for fear it might not work.
So they never try to educate people about the fine houses they
could really have.

Hidebound and reactionary though most architects are, there
are many good ones all over the country. And there’s one thing
nice about architects, no matter who they are, rarely do any of
them charge more than ten per cent of the building cost for design-
ing your home. The better the architect the more money he can
save you when it comes to planning what you want. It’s something
like getting Beardsley Ruml to figure your income tax instead of
the little clerk around the corner. If they were architects, you
could get either one for the same price.

There is an answer to this whole problem, not a simple one, but
an answer. Breaking the unions, suing the building promoters, and
having tizht government control, is not it. Not by any means. Any
day in the week, we'd rather have a democracy than have a home.
It’s possible to have both.

Let’s start with building codes, restrictive not only because they’re
out-of-date, but because people like them that way. People in old
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neighborhoods don’t want houses built that make their own look
silly; and by being silly, they refer to ones in “modernistic” styles.
What could be sillier, however, than a Mediterranean villa with
snow on its roof, or a heavily bricked English manor house under
a blistering summer sun?

The early thirties gave birth to a stvle in architecture called
Internationalism, which Americans quickly renamed “modernism.”
People still believe that you plan to build a clutter of square plaster
boxes when you say you want a modern home. Corner windows,
flat roofs, jagged angles, and chromium furniture have nothing to
do with modern, functional design, but try to tell that to the
owners of a Cape Cod Colonial. If they have anything to do with
the local building codes, you're through before you begin.

These people keep their codes restrictive because they’re afraid
of frcaks, and so the town supervisors get orders to keep the
building codes so strict that you've got to build a monstrosity that
looks like those already there, They're afraid of freaks, but have
you ever seen a Swiss chalet designed for clinging to the side of
an alp, squatting on a flat, suburban plot?

Many of the newer neighborhoods don’t have such restrictions.
Their codes merely say that the house must be at least thirty feet
from the street, it must have a basement, must be more than one
story in height, and the garage must be separate. Attached garages
aren’t safe, it seems, because of carbon monoxide fumes. The
reason for these restrictions dates back to the Twenties when
building speculators built rows and rows of oversized dollhouses,
crowding them on forty feet of ground, built on a few concrete
blocks, with a garage tucked underneath and four twelve-foot rooms
shoved jauntily on top. These were bargain houses, built for quick
turnover, and actually nothing but apartments placed along a
street, rather than in one big building.

People were right to keep such abortions out of their neighbor-
hoods, but new houses which do not have basements and do have
attached garages, are not in this category. Good ones aren’t, anyway.

The first thing to do so that really livable houses can be built,
is to revise building codes. Once that's done, some one should get
after the real-estate men. This weird class of individuals still
believe that most people want a house as large as they can possibly

|

g HERBERT MIRSCHEL
Mayor, Village of Hempstead, N.Y.

“Building codes and zoning laws cannot
control or limit the type or style of archi-
tecture. These codes are necessarily based
on the proven past performances of the
various materials and methods of construc-
tion. Naturally, as new materials develop
or new methods for using proven or ac-
cepled materials, there is a certain amount
of lag before code acceplance is accom-
plished. This is the price of pioneering.”

The complete text of Mayor Mirschel’s reply to
ex-Lieutenant Massee will be found on page 51




“Someone should get after real-estate men . . . this weird class of individuals still
believes that most people want a home as large as they can
possibly afford, jammed upon a dinky fifty or hundred foot plot . . Y

afford, jammed upon a dinky fifty- or hundred-foot plot. Maybe
people do, but I haven’t met any in years. Most people today, and
particularly the younger ones, want a house that’s big enough t
house their family well, and no more. What with one thing an
another, the servant class has pretty well disappeared, but realto
haven’t heard of that yet.

Young people want a yard where the children can play, with :
badminton court, a flower garden, a vegetable garden, a barbecue.
and maybe 3 tree or two. Even on a hundred-foot lot all those )
things would be pretty crowded, hardly leaving room for the house,
let alone a medium-sized terrace.

K = the real-estate men could be encouraged to change their
thinking, it might be possible to get the available large land area
broken up into one- or two-acre plots. The owners would still make
money, and a buyer might be able to get an acre for the price he

now pays for a hundred feet. The catch in this, however, is thatm‘ixﬂ e

there are always undesirable center lots and low spots which nobody U
would want. A realtor can buy the whole thing and make the un-
desirable sections into streets for his development, dividing his plots
so that many different ones all get a piece of the undesirable land.

Just as restrictive as land prices and building codes, are the
minds of the architects and builders who erect our homes. These
characters still think that the American dream home is a Cape
Cod cottage dripping with honeysuckle. For many older people
that’s probably true, and perhaps for a majority of the younger
ones, but that’s only because they don’t know any different.

IR =-eoucating the architects and realtors, and rewriting
the building codes does not solve the biggest problem—that of hiring
a contractor and workers to build your home. There's a chance we
might find enough good materials to build our little house. We
might be able to find a carpenter or two who would assemble the
wall units in his shop, and then cart them to the site, for we're
going to build on a four-foot module to make such construction
possible. Incidentally, this has little to do with the current use o!

HERBERT U..NE
Executive Vice Pre:

. Irds
5

neighborhoods are full of irregula
such as ragged setback lin
sizes and descriptions and

tter of good neigh-
is very important.”

Ex-Lieutenant

‘The home buying and
rather than the buildi

‘e not true such a hi
as the one that de builds

}\V“ assee will be found on page 52

the term prefabrication. Maybe we could find a few masons and
plumbers who could pour the concrete slab, build the chimneys,
and install the plumbing. Even if we could do all these things, the
unions wouldn’t let us. It’s against the law.

Even more restrictive than musicians’ unions, are unions of the
building trades, set up on the ancient craftsmanship guild principles.
To the man on the street, these unions are the ones which help give
labor such a black eve, and we share the public dudgeon. A painter
cannot use a brush that’s more than four inches wide, a plumber
cannot install pipe that’s been pre-cut and threaded at the factory,
a carpenter cannot install windows already assembled. Even if they

st the whole answer to the labor problem.

RING the depression, and even farther back, construc-

Wwas a seasonal and hit-or-miss proposition. Jobs were scarce,
and work existed for only part of the year, so workers needed high
wages to tide them over slack periods. Today, and for the next
twenty years at least, there will be no letup in building, yet the
high wages still exist. This fact, coupled with the reactionary and
ridiculous notion that a house must be tailor-made on the site, is
one of the principal reasons why so many people can’t afford homes.
New types of houses demand new techniques in some cases. Try-
ing to sell a plumber on' a new way of installing pipes, is like
trying to tell your wife how to do the housework. That plumber
has been installing pipe the same way for thirty years. It was the
way his father did it before him, and his grandfather, and it’s going
to be the way he’ll do it for you.

Teaching craftsmen to use modern materials in modern ways,
such as cantilevering a porch, or a house wing, will be a big job.
The building trades take years to learn, and they’ll take just as
long to change. The fact that a large per cent of present-day con-
struction could be done better and cheaper in a factory, is fighting
talk to the workmen. They figure it would cut down on their jobs,
and their union regulations forbid it. One unskilled workman, after
ten minutes of instruction, could use a sprgy gun to paint an
interior, and finish the job in half a day. By hand, which is the
union way, it takes three.

Changes to machine and factory construction would mean revis-




Building and Trades Council of Greater New York

"Afj/

“The building trades take years to learn, and they’ll take just as long to

change . . . the fact that a large per cent of present day construction could be done

bette!" and cheaper in a fa;tory is fighting talk te theé workman . . .”

ARTHUR W. MURPHY
Director, Public Relations

“Regiii‘ding the revision in factory con-
struction as to on-the-job construction in
the hourly wage scale, our stand has been
quite similar to the cotton gin stand: that is,
where individuals go to a low hourly wage
scale section of the country and have prod-
ucts produced there in shops that do not rec-
ognize a decent living wage, against a man
who will pay the union scale of wages in a
shop producing the same item. I believe that
even you would bend over backwards in
common decency to give the latter the
\benlefit of the doubt.”

The complete text of Mr. Murphy's reply to
Ex-Lieutenant Massee will be found on page 56

ing union regulations, and lowering hourly wage scales in proportion
/td other skilled labor. Over the period of a vear, a plumber makes
about as much as a factory machinist because of the seasonal
aspects of his work. Semiskilled workmen, under the guidance
of experts could do on-the-site work, while the craftsmen would
move into the factory where seasonal changes would not affect him.
Permitting manufacturers to perform more work on building mate-
rials in their plants, would require the skills of the man who now
works at the construction site. He might have tg learn a few things
in order to take his job into the factory, but the added securitv
derived would make it worth while. This would have the same
eiffect on building that the cotton gin had on the South. Instead
of one revolutionary invention, you would have dozens. And the
transition would take vears.

Such a revolution would cause a furor that would be louder than
the noise on Times Square last August 14th. Skilled workmen would
probably be demoralized for a while for they would have to adapt
themselves to new methods. A more stable income for them would
be the result, and a cheaper house for home builders would be
possible. But try to sell the building unions on that one.

Suppose these things do not happen, what will be the result? We
will go on living in jerry-built houses, crowded on narrow lots,
completely unadapted to our modern ways of living. We will zo
on ruining our eves because of bad light, catching colds from
draughts, paying half our incomes to keep a roof over our heads,
and slowly going insane.

“ ITH more perseverance we might line up a site, an
architect and a contractor. We've tried for five months, but maybe
we should try hagder. Maybe everybody in the building industry
is not trying to cash in on the shortage, but even if we could find
the people, we cauldn’t get materials. All the building boys are

swallowing up what's available for use in new offices and stores.
Maybe if we cast aside all scruples, we might unearth everything
we would need on the black market. That would cost us more,
but even there the promoters have managed to corner the market,
buyving up all the stuff they can find. We'd be muscled right out
into the cold. It would cost a couple of extra thousand dollars to
go scrounging on the black market, but it might be worth it.

We are desperate, sick and tired of living with the in-laws, even
though we love them dearly (Adv.). Bui black-marketing would
end us up with a home made of green lumber, crumbling concrete,
and inferior plumbing and woodwork. There would be a two-by-four
where there ought to be a two-by-six, iron pipe where there ought
to be copper, and tears where there ought to be laughter. Also, the
upkeep would be terrific,

We've thought of buying one of the new houses being built and
erecting our own later. but these houses being built by the realtors
are gimcrack, thrown together in a hurry to sell fast before the
demand is over. Because of the shortages and the scmamble for
materials that do exist, skimpy construction is a characteristic, re-
sulting in weak beams, wet basements, and peeling plaster,

We've thought of remodeling. but prices for old houses are com-
parable to prices for new ones. Our in-laws’ crowded lictle nest was
on the market for $6,000 before the war, they've been offered
$14,000 for it as it stands, and they paid $12,000 to have it built
in the early twenties. Assuming we could look harder and find a
well-built domicile at a resonable price, it would still be a com-
promise, not at all what we want. And we might be stuck with it
for the rest of our lives, a situation about which I have nightmares
on alternate Tuesdays. The other nights are reserved for night-
mares on other aspects of this same subject.

The only alternative is to rent. I can hear you laughing from
here. 1f you do hear of anything. though, wire me collect. We'll take
anything ‘within commuting distance of New York. So will several
thousand other families.

K= is for all these reasons that we won’t build now. In
five years a few things might change, perhaps.. Land prices, stupid
architects, asinine builders, bad materials, stubborn workers, re-
calcitrant unions, and the general confusion in the entire building
industry, resulting from their fuzzy and reactionary approach to
our modern life, makes it impossible to build a decent house today.

Personally, my little family and myself will go on living with
our in-laws. We don’t know how long that will last, and there’s only
one way out. The way my wife figures, she will leave for Reno
shortly after the Fourth of July. You see, that's Indépendence Day.




WE had hoped, even as you, that
our returned servicemen might rejoin their fami-
lies and walk right into bright, efficient, new little
homes—the kind of homes we have been showing
these past few years. Houses in which space has
been as skillfully used as it is aboard ship. Houses
constructed to give more comfort per dollar spent
than was heretofore thought possible. Houses
which required minimum maintenance and upkeep.
Houses that are clean and forthright and look,
as well as live, today’s life.

It should be possible for all those young mar-
rieds who have fought our great wars to come
home and begin living a full life. Young women,
who gallantly led the lives of vagabonds that they
might have every possible moment with their
husbands, should now be able to make a real
home for their husbands and children.

It should be—but it is not possible. And, since
it is an editor’s duty to solve problems, not
merely to report, we have gone through our files
looking for every possible solution to help those
determined young couples who must again put

Half a Loaf . v

aside their hopes and dreams and find some
sensible, practical solution for a home now. Here
are no “dream houses,” nor are they proffered
as substitutes for the home you spent so many
nights planning—out there in the foxhole, soldier,
or in your lonely room, Mrs. Young-Married.
But if beginning your lives mow is worth post-
poning dreams for, here are 26 pages of inspira-
tion and practical guidance for you.

All, of course, are “true stories.” All are stories
of imagination, ingenuity and downright courage.
They were originally selected for these reasons—
for even way back when we, as you, believed all
who could afford a new dream home could have
one, there were, nevertheless, many of our msllions
of readers who could not have one. It was to
help and inspire these young couples that we
bought these stories for eventual publication.
We wanted to open their eyes to new possibilities,
stimulate their imagination and prove that what
others had done, they, too, could do.

Now, we present them as encouragement or
even possible solutions for wvou. As we stress.

again and again, these are not remodelled revo-
lutionary gems; not impossibly located in inex-
pensive but remote, deep country so that com-
muting would be impractical; not expensive
temporary substitutes for the home you really
wanted, but step-at-a-time building of the ideal-
to-be. These are stories of people who went out
and with new eyes saw possibilities where others
saw only run-down neighborhoods, dated or too-
big shells of a house that had in actuality delight-
ful living possibilities. If facing realities is a
compromise, then many of these solutions are
compromises—but no apologies need be offered
in their behalf. All are livable, real homes.
Admit that it enrages you to again put aside
your dreams, that something is mighty sour in
this country if the young people who fought and
saved for a home can’t have one—and we’ll ad-
mit it, too. But concede that half a loaf is better
than none, and you're already on your way to
some solution of what now seems an impossible
situation. We hope we've helped. We wish you
Juck—and we’'d like to hear from you.
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Relaxing in the warm California
sunshine on their tiny flagstone patio

LI'ET.'TE:\'.\.\ r Colonel Robert
N. Lewis, varnishing away at the walls of his
living room, paused to nod in the direction of
his wife, Ruth., “I was her reconversion problem,”
he said. “She was so successful with me that I'm
thinking of sending her to Washington to take over
the reconversion plans there.”

Returned from four years with the Army Air
Corps, 77th Division Service Squadron in Africa,
Sicily and Italy, the Colonel found himself face
to face with the housing problem. Up and down
the East coast went the Colonel and his lady
searching for a home—and at last, when Ruth
was very tired and sleepy, he got her to consent
to buy a trailer. But after about a year of life in
the trailer, the Lewises were now in California.
Ruth determined to bring her husband down to
earth; that is, a definite, solid piece of earth
on which they could build a permanent home.

They found what they wanted up in one of the
numerous canyons in the Los Angeles area, and
on it they built a prefabricated house, complete
with patio and finished on the outside with knotty
pine. It was delivered and built in two weeks and
Colonel Lewis was putting on the finishing touches
when we found him. “This was originally a one-
bedroom prefabricated house, wasn't it?”

“That’s right, but I had to make some addi-
tions. You see, after the house was built, I
bought a shovel. I intended to use it around the
vard and so on. But there wasn’t a single place
to store the shovel, so I bought some more pre-
fabricated sections and built on an additional
room. I also added a patio.”

Directly behind the house, the Colonel’s lot
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i The Colonel and His Lady

Though it had been great fun living in a trailer Lieutenant

Colonel Robert H. Lewis and his wife wanted a permanent

home so they settled down on their own piece of earth

rises in a steep bank, at the top of which is a
large level on which he may build a larger house
later on. A carpet of thick green ivy covers the
slope and clings to the trunks of sycamore trees
on either side of the house. Near by stands the
trailer that served as a home for Ruth and the
Colonel until the house was ready for them.
“But, just as we were moving our things into
the one furnished room—a house guest arrived!”
laughed Ruth. “So we gave her the room and
continued living in the trailer.” Construction con-
tinued around the house guest, while the Lewises
strolled back and forth at mealtimes with coffee-
pots, frying pans, and other impedimenta from
trailer to house. Glancing around the pleasant,
flagstone-paved patio, Ruth said, “But now we're
completely iz the house and settled. Confiden-
tially, it’s a great relief to me. When first we
started planning a house, we tried to get regular
building materials. It was a struggle, and there
were times when my husband was ready to

swap me for four hundred feet of lumber.”

On January 12th the sections of the one bed-
room, prefabricated house arrived at the Lewises’
home site. Wall material in the house is three-ply
weatherproofed plywood and the outside walls are
soundproofed. Flooring is five-ply, termite-treated,
pressure-treated, waterproofed, and equal in
strength to a two-inch board.

Just before its arrival, the Colonel was in the
throes of plumber trouble. Because of a delay, the
plumber got there before the house, and the
Colonel, knowing he’d never get the man back
again under three weeks, asked him to install the
rough plumbing before even the concrete founda-
tion had been laid. “Oh, no!” exclamed the terri-
fied plumber. “It wouldn’t do at all—I—I couldn't
possibly take such a risk.”

“T'll take the risk—go ahead,” said the Colonel.
ITe did, and everything turned out perfectly.

The living-room windows on one side extend
from the ceiling to within a few inches of the

Natural plywood walls contrast warmly with the towering sycamore (rees

Lt. Col. and Mrs. Lewis ready to greet visitors at entrance to walled patio




Built @ Home in 2 Weeks

floor, making almost one entire wall of glass.
This is one of the good features of this particular
prefabricated house—large glass areas. No
linoleum or carpeting is included in the contract,
however, and the homeowner must provide these.
But if, instead of painted walls, one or more
papered rooms are desired, the contractor will
leave these and the owner can put up the paper.
Prefabricated houses have travelled to many
different parts of California. Shipped by truck and
trailer, several have been erected in different
beach towns along the Pacific Coast. One of these
prefabricated houses is being planned for the top
of Look-Out Mountain with windows around
three sides for view. If you enjoy working puzzles,
you'll find plenty of scope for it in these houses.
The sections may be switched to a certain extent;
so if you'd rather have a larger living room and
only one bedroom, you can have that by re-
arranging the sections in that manner. “Perhaps
I've got the jump on a great many potential
homeowners,” remarked the Colonel, “at least in
connection with putting together one of these pre-
fabricated houses. You see, before the war I did
mechanical engineering and designing.”

On the second trip to the canyon we found the
Lewises’ home further developed. The beamed
living-room ceiling blossomed in large, pale yel-
low roses and the walls had been covered with
varnish, then paint, which was rubbed down, and
then a second coat of varnish. Off of the entry
hall, walls and ceiling of the powder room were
papered in dark gray-green with small pink and
white flowers. An unusually interesting paper
brightened the entry hall, creamy white back-
ground with stylized bamboo stalks and Chinese
figures in yellow. For the kitchen, Ruth had used
black linoleum to cover the floor and lower half
of the wall. The upper half was covered with
paper in broad yellow stripes. Three walls of the
bedroom were stripes of dubonnet color while
the third is a-bloom with large roses of dubonnet.

Both the Lewises were glad to help people who
made inquiries about the house and how to get one
like it. They answered questions and let visitors
look around all they wished, but finally they
reached a limit. “One very loud-voiced, militant
lady strode in while I was putting up paneling.”
said the Colonel. “After taking up a good deal or
time firing questions at me, she asked, ‘Is this

Anna Hunger and Margaret Proctor

going to be a house or a night club?’ So I told
her, ‘It’s going to be a night club, lady—but you
won’t do, our talent is much younger!’”

Next on the Colonel’s program is making furni-
ture for the house. Having once done it as a
hobby, he intends to put past experience to good
use. With a wistful, faraway expression, he mur-
mured, “And I know where I can get a beautiful
electric saw—for only $400. . . .” He glanced at
Ruth, noticed her eyebrows lift a trifle, and con-
tinued, “Only I don’t feel it’s fair to Ruth for
me to spend that much on a saw.”

“Um,” remarked his wife, poignantly.

“But I've got it all figured out. She can go
and buy $400 worth of cotton house dresses.
They’ll last forever and she’ll only have to laun-
der once a year! Then I can buy my saw. . %

So, within a few weeks, the Lewises moved
from the trailer into their prefabricated home.
Their conversion project had been completed in
record time. No more must the Lewises roam the
country in their automobile with their house tag-
ging along behind. They have a comfortable, perma-
nent home now. Later, if they wish, they can build
a larger home and use this one for a guest house.

The Colonel puts the finishing touches on his new home, a reconversion project completed in record time

21




Had You Thought of Building a Part

THE depression was never like
this! In those seemingly far-off days we struggled
along with little money. When we managed to
collect an extra dollar, it went toward the most
essential thing on' the long list of things we
needed. There were no queues in front of the
stores either. Then, money was the only scarcity.
Now, with the situation just about reversed, we
find we have nothing to buy and much more
money with which to buy.

The housing problem existed in depression days,
too. There was plenty of material, but it was hard
to scrape up enough money to buy any of it.
Again today, we are faced with a housing short-
age; this time it is a shortage of materials that is
the affliction. It’s feasible that the medicine of
one era may measurably help the ills of another.

We were children of the depression, turned out
of school in the era of breadlines and unemploy-
ment. I begin the story in this vein because I
think perhaps there is a moral in it for the vet-
eran who has been dreaming all during the war of
a little home of his own and, now that he has
returned, finds that it is going to cost him twice
as much as he can afford. These dreams needn’t
be all stardust if a lot of elbow grease, sweat of
the brow, and willingness to sacrifice are active
ingredients in the formula for realization.

We, fortunately, did not belong in the category
of “ill-fed” or “ill-clothed”; but to be “ill-
housed” was the unfortunate necessity on many
pay checks of the thirties. Furnaceless homes
with only partial plumbing, if any, were our lot.
We were already weary of making a landlord’s

Lucy Robinson Kmetko

The Kmetkos built this simple 18
foot by 20 foot structure for $500
to begin a five-year building plan
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The second year brought many changes v
including the addition of a wing and ’
a new chimney, permanently located !
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The final touch, a garage and breezeway were added onto the porch wing, the second-year addition to original small house
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Here we see the house beginning to take
shape. The pickets for the fence were
madeinthe sawmill of an Amishneighbor




of 1t Now?

property livable only to have it sold from under
us when it happened again for the umpteenth
time. This proverbial last straw was responsible
for the conception of our Five-Year Plan (apol-
ogies to the Soviet Union). Our plan, like theirs,
will be extended. This is the story of the original
five years. We did accomplish what we originally
set out to do in that time.

We acquired an acre lot in the country sur-
rounded by rolling farm land. However rural in
aspect, the R.F.D. mailbox in the front and the
story-book brook in the back yard, our property
had the advantages of electric and telephone serv-
ice and of a centralized school “just up the road
a hitch.,” We got in touch with a contractor who
agreed, for one hundred dollars down (doggedly
saved) and a mortgage on the property, to build
a sturdy, one-room 18 foot by 20 foot building for
$500.00. We were ecstatic.

For one year we carried water for drinking and
cooking from the village well; for washing, from
the creek in back. We heated by stove and carried
coal from an outside pile. Carrying water, icy and
splashing, through winter blizzards from that dis-
tance is a rugged undertaking—the whole project
was, but we were living in and for the future.
Every hardship was a steppingstone to the rain-
bow’s end. We cleared the loan the first year.
‘Those who know no other than today’s income
scale may find it difficult to realize that that con-
sumed fifty per cent of our total income.

The second year we got our well, drilled by
hand by ourselves with local assistance and the
rural equivalent of “sidewalk superintendents” to
spur us on. The second year we spent looking
through copies of THE AMERICAN HoME, collect-
ing clippings and using reams of paper for
sketches, building up our scrapbook of ideas. The

"This attractive home in Atwater, Ohio, is the result of the Kmetkos’ Five-Year Plan

second spring, armed with final blueprints for ex-
pansion, small savings, present land and building
as collateral, we stormed with apprehension the
portals of the bank. To our amazement, we found,
not ogres, but kindly, interested persons. The
same obliging contractor built the additional
rooms, We dug the cellar excavations and
trenches for plumbing pipes (sometimes by lan-
tern light). We also did all the interior and ex-
terior painting with prerequisite sandpapering and
puttying. We laid the linoleum with the exception
of skill-demanding kitchen counters and back-
splash boards. The interior white woodwork and
panelling is stained to blend with early Ohio furni-
ture. I had acquired many pieces during pre-war
days by road combing, at farmhouses, in barns
and outbuildings. I learned to cane chairs and
spent many happy hours refinishing them. I also
wired the kerosene lamps for electricity and made
cotton curtains and slip covers. All the furniture
is rock-sturdy maple, pine, walnut and cherry,
bought for a song and loved for every hour spent
in its finding and restoration, and loved also for
its association with Ohio country history.

The third year we installed interchangeable
screens and storm sash and doors of the same
type. We also added finished topping on the
driveway and put up the picket fence.

The fourth year we built the salt-box garage.
The great hardwood planks for this building were
hauled from the sawmill of the neighboring
Amishman who had cut out the pickets for our
fence. The weather vane and dovecot were also
fourth year additions. They were products of the
workshop under our garage.

The fifth year saw the completion of the plan
according to schedule. The breezeway was added,
tying the garage and house together. The garage-

basement, besides housing my husband’s work-
shop, also serves as a storage place for winter
apples and sundry garden products. The landscap-
ing plan was carried on along with the building
program over the five-year period.

The old saying that a house is never finished is
true in this case. Even before the first Five-Year
Plan was completed, we had our dreams, dreams
of our second Five-Year Plan. But, come what
may, we are snug and safe from uprooting.

If I seem to have hit a somber note, I haven’t
meant to. It certainly wasn’t all drudgery and
privation. It was fun, a challenge and an invigor-
ating one at that. Each milestone passed, had us
walking on air; every obstacle hurdled was a
glorious victory. Week-end guests rolled up their
sleeves and work was play. Our friends will al-
ways be remembered for the part they played in
helping us with the building of our house.

A house like ours, located in the country, be-
comes a natural terminal for friends out for a
Sunday drive. Many come out to help us enjoy
our barbecue pit and to let their children get a
taste of the fine country air.

Perhaps you are faced with a housing problem.
If so, don’t despair if you can’t make all your
dreams come true at once. Why not work out
your own Five-Year Plan, It will amaze you how
quickly the time will pass, and I'll wager you'll
be dreaming about and planning for the second
five years before the first five have passed.
The most threadbare axioms are the truest or
they wouldn’t have lasted so long. So.pick the
corniest for your banner. Here are a few right
out of the secondhand shop, “Where there’s a
will, there’s a way,” “Faith movest mountains,”
“All things come to he who works (and waits),”
“Tall oaks from little acorns grow.”
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The combined living-dining-rooni«
studio of the Menabonis’ house in
Georgia. Bird paintings are work
of Athos Menaboni, artist owner

Home of Mr. and Mrs. Athos Menaboni
Valle Ombrosa
Atlanta, Georgia
Richard L. Aeck, architect

? KITCH
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Well-known artist and writer wife work
- b 3 : ;
T . and live among the birds in their sanctuary
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—— They Built

Tm: birds had bought five acres, at Atlanta
(Feorgia, which we call Valle Ombrosa. They had seen th
protective wire fence erected around their sanctuary-to-be
and had watched us work daily for a year to make Valld
Ombrosa what they desired for nesting purposes, with ampld
food and good shelter. For years the birds had been helping
us, in every way they could, in the bird painting career of
Athos, my husband, and providing me with data for writing
and talking about them. But the birds stubbornly refused
to move into Valle Ombrosa until we moved in—and jusf
what was preventing us from doing so?

On that December 7th, the birds did not hear over thd
radio the staggering news about Pearl Harbor. They did nof
know that this vitally affected them, but Athos and I knev
that it meant we would not be able to build the house wd
had planned. With what grace we could muster, we receive
the blow that shattered our dreams.

But the birds kept fluttering around in our brains unti
finally a little bird said: “Why not abandon the plans foi
the big house? Why not build a very small house now and
later, when you can get materials to build the other largeq
house, you can use the tiny one as a guest house?”

Why not? It was ten o’clock at night when the littl
bird settled the matter for Athos and me. We were so ex
cited over it that we telephoned our architect friend, Rich
ard L. Aeck, and he caught our enthusiasm immediately
Thus was born the guest house you see pictured here

In January the postage-stamp-sized house was started, anc
on the night of May first, we moved in. The birds started
moving into Valle Ombrosa at the same time. I suppose tha
twenty-five feet by twenty-five feet outside measurement:
are rather large for a postage stamp, but for a house size
those few feet are little. Yet, there is no feeling of cramped
space. Look at the drawings and the photographs. You see
that there are two large windows from floor to ceiling or
the wall of the living room, the back door is glass, the front
door is in three sections which can be folded up to open the

This view of the Menaboni house shows full-length
windows which open the house to the out-of-doors




Sara Menaboni

Guest House FIRST
...and Live In 1t!

wall entirely. The panes are placed horizontally,
giving the illusion of breadth to the room. There
is the effect of living out-of-doors. Hearth and
fireplace trim is Crab Orchard stone. Furniture
is blond wood, the upholstery in brown tones.

The chimney comes out of the center of the
roof, and inside the living room the fireplace ap-
pears to be in the middle of the house. The fire-
place furnishes heat for the house, which is also
insulated. The bricks in back of the fireplace
warm the bathroom, except on very cold days
when we use an electric heater, too. This heating
seems satisfactory for the Georgia climate.

The living room is in truth a living room. We
eat and entertain in it and Athos paints in it.
Zulu, the marmoset, has plenty of living room space
and Charlotte, the sparrow, who flies outdoors in
the daytime, comes indoors every evening. She
likes one particular shelf beside the fireplacc.
There she sleeps behind her favorite coffeepot.
The bunk room is ingenious. Under the lower bunk
are two deep drawers for bedding. At the end of
the bunks are seven drawers for clothing, and one
of the drawers is built as a seat. In front of this
seat, built to my specific measurements, is a drop-
leaf desk, with my typewriter stowed under the
drop leaf when not in use. We each have reading
lamps and there are, built into the wall beside
each bed, niches for books and ash trays. On
cither side of the passage from the bunk room to
the bath are convenient clothes closets.

Every inch is utilized in the kitchen, painted a
cheerful honey color. An apartment-sized stove
is placed next to the flat-topped electric hot-water
heater, which is at the same level. Under the sink
is storage space for pots and pans. Behind the
door is a broom closet. In the other wall spaces

"= the right is a view looking into the bunk reom.
Other views show Litchen, fireplace and living room

are rows of shelves built right up to the ceiling.

There! You have seen the inside of the house.
Let's go outside, for we are lovers of the out-of-
doors, and our guests do not long remain in the
house, as there is so much to see in the bird
sanctuary. From about May first until late No-
vember, when we sit, you will usually find us
those seven months on the back terrace, over-
looking our valley. (Valle Ombrosa, translated
from the Italian into English, means “Shady
Valley.”) The terrace accommodates many guests
and we eat our meals there, also, in good weather.

The front terrace is flagstone, for it serves as
a parking space and turn-around for automobiles.
Let me account for the curving brick walls, sur-
rounding this terrace, which are functional and
not intended only for beautiful lines. These are
retaining walls; when the earth was dug out of
the hillside in one place, the dirt was dumped
down the slope to fill it, until it all came out
even and we had our level building site. But those
curves? Simply because I, a sentimentalist, would
not let anyone cut the native dogwoods and the
walls had to be built that way to save the trees!
Since then, those dogwoods have held nests of
blue-gray gnatcatchers, red-eyed vireos and, twice
since we have been here, summer tanagers.

I have given the birds their just due for this
house, and a lot of credit goes to the paintbrush
of Athos and to our sympathetic architect. But I
have not mentioned someone else, who is surely

1e guiding spirit for everything at Valle Ombrosa
—St. Francis, the Patron Saint of the Birds.
So, we feel it appropriate that on the most promi-
nent wall outside of the house, draped by Paul
Scarlett roses and trailing ivy, there is a Shrine
to St. Francis. He has a smile on His face.




PAY-AS-YOU-GO.
Has Long been a Practice in Utah!

Georgia Long

BRUL‘GHT up by their elders from early childhood to believe
that they should make every effort to own their own homes, and at the same
time, forbidden by their religion to go into debt, many Utah citizens begin
their houses by constructing a foundation only. Upon this they place a roof
and here they live unti] they can afford to build another story. After procur-
ing his plot ot land which he has probably inherited, the prospective home-
owner digs ~ cellar and stores it up with lumber. This work goes quickly since
the true pioneer spirit still exists in the West and neighbor helps neighbor.
Trained to use his hands, he knows a great deal about carpentry and plumb-
ing, and can do most of the work himself. The thickness of the foundation is
determined and more lumber added to form a mold into which the cement is
poured for the walls. When the cement has set, he adds his roof which will be
the floor ot his second story. This is then covered with tar paper or shingles
and, 1f possible, raised a little to form an air space for coolness in summer.
The walls ot this foundation usually rise from three to four feet above the
ground leve) and contain windows which are almost ceiling high inside, in
order to give plenty of light and ventilation.

Interiors are made very comfortable. The simpler houses have running
water only. but the majority provide for the future and the plumbing is
planned very carefully. A bath and kitchen sink are installed and also a good
furnace, and the pipes are set so that they may be continued with small ex-
pense. Stairway entrance at the back will eventually be the cellar door.

At a distance the exterior view of one of these houses shows nothing but a
brick chimney which may be smoking, and seems to rise from ten to fifteen
feet from the ground with no reason for existence. It is even more startling

By careful planning, these Utahans

to see a skeleton scaffolding rising around the smoking chimney. On closer Find it s:mple te ?dd snother
view the low structure resembles an underground magazine. Basement houses story to their basement
were supposed to be temporary makeshifts only. But they have become a homes when time and money permit

tradition and often whole families live in them for generations. So for those
who find the home-building tug on their pocketbooks a little severe, why not

take this tip and pay-as-you-go when starting to build that “dream home”*
26
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Who would dream this charming
summer house was once just a
beach shack? But that's the story!

WHEN Mr. and Mrs. George Lake
bought a tumble-down old brown house at Balboa
Island, California, their friends sighed and thought it
just too bad. But Mrs. Lake knew what she wanted,
and without losing any time started to revamp the old
shack into a pleasant beach house that would make
happy summers for three children and their parents.

The outside of the old dwelling was covered with
shingles and painted warm white with a little scalloped
moulding added along the roof lines to give soft charm.
The door was painted a gay, bright yellow with blue
peasant designs; attractive big windows with glass
shelves were added, and good functional windows for
plenty of fresh air put into the upper story, which boasts
a bedroom for the parents. The children are tucked into
a small but compact bunk room on the first floor.

A trim little picket fence plus colorful petunias add
sparkle to the sandy beach-front yard. Inside, two tiny
rooms are thrown into one spacious room. The front
portion is a living room; the back becomes the dining
room. Soft gray-blue denim covers a couch and chair.
Curtains are unbleached muslin with bands of straw-
berry-patterned chintz which is repeated in the chair
seats. A soft gray-blue linoleum makes an attractive
and practical floor covering for a house dedicated to
summer living—where small fry with sandy feet and
wet bathing suits provide constant traffic. Here’s proof
that lots of imagination, a little money, and much color
can quickly transform an ugly brown shack into a
charming small house for happy summer vacations.




William J. Hennessey

I orixe the overcrowded war-
time days in Washington, D. C., even
this old dilapidated frame structure
offered a roof over one’s head. Its
fourteen-foot frontage blended dully
with other' stepchildren of its ilk.
Except for water, its public services
were nonexistent. The problem for
the new architect-owner was to evolve
a livable home within the limited
confines of narrow walls, a job tak-
ing both imagination and courage in
the face of the growing scarcity
of labor and building materials.

The building originally had two
floors and a semi-excavated basement.
There were two rooms on each floor
separated by a stairway running
across the middle. First of all, the
basement was excavated fully in or-
der to provide headroom. Then the
stair was placed against one retain-
ing wall, permitting at least one room
on each floor to have a sense of
spaciousness. Since doors contribute
to a shut-in feeling, they were omit-
ted wherever possible. Except where
brick partitions were used as buffers
against sound around the heater room
and kitchen, walls were made as thin
as possible, just 34” thick in places,
Color, too, was wisely enlisted to give
a further sense of openness to rooms;
wherever possible, one wall was
painted a different color than the
other three. The closet side of each
bedroom, built of plywood, was
painted to match the woodwork, add-
ing contrast to the plaster walls.

In order to increase further the
feeling of greater space, the garden
walls of living and dining rooms were

| Version

built almost entirely of glass. Other
rooms were allowed to flow into one
another, each borrowing space from
its neighbor. Since too much furniture
was bound to give a cramped feeling
to the bedrooms, built-in dressers and
dressing tables, together with low
bureaus, resulted in a maximum of
usable floor area. The bureaus do
double duty as bedside tables. The net
result of this clever planning is a
series of rooms, flexible in appear-
ance, that produce a spatial feeling
far greater than one would :hink pos-
sible under such restricted conditions.

Though discouraging at first glance, one of these neg-
lected row houses in Washington, D.C., was changed
by careful planning into the attractive home above




Home of Grosvenor Chapman
Owner-Architect
Washington, D. C.
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A far ery from the original dingy
back yard is this charming
garden spot, built on
three levels with its swimming

pool offering relief on hot days




Rear wall of glass in living room of Chapman home
not only adds stature to room itself but seems to
bring coolness of picturesque garden into the very
house itself. Interiors of fourteen-foot-wide

house are given air of spaciousness by wise use of low
modern furniture, allowing maximum floor area

walls, outdoor living space had to supplement the living space inside. Originally,
the back yard was four feet below street level. The part nearest the house
was deepened in order to bring the dining room above grade and provide a
courtlike ension at this level. The swimming pool excavation was used to
raise the back of the garden to street level. S this is in direct line of vision
from the living room, the new grading eliminates a second-story feeling
and makes the garden seem much more accessible. The original yard was long
and narrow; dividing it into three parts as well as different levels, did much
to overcome this feeling. As for the house itself, its original framing and siding
were covered with new beveled siding. Of course, the principal feature of the
garden is its swimming pool, offering relief during hot Washington d




AN ENTERPRISING PAIR TAKE OVER
THE GUEST COTTAGE ON AN ILLINOIS
ESTATE AND MAKE IT INTO A BRIGHT
AND HANDSOME HONEYMOON HOUSE

Ruth W. Lee and James M. Wiley

LIKE many parallel cases of follow-
the-leader, Mrs. Arthur Halle, Jr., obedi-
ently and lovingly followed her lieutenant
husband in his wartime peregrinations from
Michigan to New York posts, making a
home for him wherever he was stationed.
Their temporary quarters, always rented ind
usually makeshift, they euphemistically
called “home,” keeping close to the heari 2
belief that someday they would have a .zal
home of their vefy own together.

Now that he is out of service, the Halles
have plans all drawn for the home they
want to build, but in the meantime they,
like everyone else, are faced with the old
bugaboo of building shortages. However,
they have been more fortunate than many;
their present house is more than just ade-
quate and contains more than a semblance
of home, It is the original guest house on
the property of Mrs. Halle’s parents at
Highland Park, Illinois, which they have
redecorated to suit their own taste.

In their four-room menage they have
comfort and convenience, and they have
made it personal by using all their pet wed-
ding gifts. Both of them definitely prefer
modern furnishings, colors and accessories.
Even their choice of china and glassware
patterns attest their love of simple modern
designs in fresh, subtle colorings.

In their new home, Mrs, Halle has found
time to work on her favorite hobby: mak-
ing ceramics. She has bought a small kiln
in which she does her own firing. True to
her interest in contemporary design, she
molds’® cups, bowls, plates and vases in
simple modern forms, then glazes them in
solid, clear colors of various hues.

During her college years,” Mrs. Halle
majored in art. Now she is using her col-
lege training in many ways. Besides persu-
ing her ceramics project, she is a painter
and designer. In her daily flowe. arrange-
ments in their living room, she also shows
her flair and originality for using unusual
colors and unconventional forms. She al-
ways selects the uncommon garden flowers
which best harmonize with her fabrics and
arranges them in charming table settings.

The war took a big slice out of their
time together, since many days were spent
apart. Sensibly, they have used, at every op-
portunity, the fine things they possess—
wedding silver and china, furniture and
accessories, in the belief that these things
should be shared while they are young, and
not stored away in trunks and boxes until
the final day comes when they at last move

Lt.and Mrs. Halle

Take Over Her Mother’s

Gardener's Cottage

The home of
Mpr. and Mrs. Arthur Halle
Highland Park, Illinois
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The Halles plan eventually to
build, but in the meantime they
do better than most couples in
their first civilian house. They
combine modern and traditional
in a fine blend of country pieces

melded with high, racy colorings

into their dream house. Occasionally, Mrs.
Halle sets the table at one end of the living
room with her own experiments in pottery
set on place mats of strange nmew fabrics
which she ravels out. At other times they
dine from their wedding collection. With a
fine, free air for trying out new things, they
are using the present house as a sort of
domestic tésting laboratory to find out just
what they really want and don’t want in
the house they will build.

Now the four small rooms have been de-
lightfully furnished in provincial style with
a definite modern flavor in treatment. The
living-room walls were painted white and
enlivened with a stunning, overscaled hunter
chintz done in a water-color technique. The
bold reds and greens on a white ground add
great color and an informal style to the
room. Over the green textured sofa on the
long wall is a pair of quilted chintz horses
heads, framed, and hung from old brass
stirrups, In front of the sofa an old, rough
pipe cobbler’s bench makes a comfortable
coffee table. On the opposite wall a fine
knotty pine cupboard houses their favorite
tea service and a collection of rare English
china. Opposite the simple fireplace with its
row of copper lustre jugs on the mantel
shelf is their maple dining group. Here they
use their modern glassware and Winfield
pottery in gray and beige. Near by in the
corner on a small table is a huge copper
watering can filled with red snapdragon and
wild cherry blossoms. For accents, Mrs
Halle uses low bowls of wyellow jonquils,
daisies and calendula. A tweedy rug in
beige, gray, and white adds a provincial-
modern feeling in keeping with the room’s
appointments. Books of their growing li-
brary line the shelves flanking the sofa.

The master bedroom repeats the living-
room colors in a bold red and white striped
wallpaper—no fraidy-cat color scheme, you
may be sure. The chintz which makes the
dressing table skirt, upholsters the bed
headboards and a chair is a whimsical,
modern print like a water-color sketch, with
brilliant scarlet -flowers and green stalks
scattered on a white ground. Quaint Vic-
torian lettering in black spells out “Victoire
d'Amour” among the blossoms. White
quilted chintz overspreads cover the beds.
The entire end of the room was built in te
provide twin closets flanking a recessed
niche for the dressing table. Coarse white
net, gathered quite full, is used at the
windows over white Venetian blinds.

The small second bedroom serves as a
guest-music room. The green and white of
the other rooms finds its repetition here in
the fresh-as-spring clover leaf white chintz
of the bedspread and the framed bed
valance. The scalloped wood of the bed val-
ance is also repeated in the window frame
with its ruffles of colorful clover chintz




There Are Always “Dated Houses

These Times

Ruth W. Lee

U.\‘D.\L'NTED by the fact that their present house was only
« temporary move the Howard Lubliners set to work to decorate it with
color and personal charm galore. To their astonishment. they had to buy
very little. Everything they had in their apartment fitted into their first
rented house, as though it belonged there. In fact, the only new purchases
they made were two love seats for the living room and new curtains for
living room, master bedroom, and nursery. Actually what they accom-
plished with paint and wallpaper, transformed an ordmnary suburban
house into a delightful, individual home.

The exterior required the least effort. They left the gray shingle facades
alone, painted the shutters white, and the front door lipstick red.

In the living room, they had fun. First they painted the walls a deep
plum color, which harmonizes with their mauve pink shaggy wool rug.
They stained the floors to match the walls. At the windows, Mrs. Lub-
liner draped white twill (58 cents per yard) over white knobs made out of
tin gelatin molds mounted on white circular wood blocks.

The two new love seats, used in front of the fireplace, were slip-covered
in an overscaled rose and blue petunia chintz on a white ground. Beside
them are two old end tables and giant lamps made out of hurricane

Drawing by Leonard Weisgard

shields with white paper shades. The former red brick fireplace was painted s >
white, while the overmantel was treated in plum color like the walls. Some people are just born lucky. Thal’s the
Opposite the fireplace was just the spot for their spinet piano with mirror way Howard and Muriel Lubliner felt when
panel above, flanked by two modern water colors.

Next they converted an old-fashioned sunroom into a smart, combi- they found an old house for rent on Chicago’s

nation guest-sitting room. A multicolored Monte Carlo striped paper
over a cream dado with natural color faille curtains and brush fringe
valances provide a modern background. A studio couch with three pillows
does double-duty as guest bed and sofa. This couch is flanked by bleached
chests which store bedding and hold amusing white pottery lamps.

The dining-room wallpaper is designed to resemble bamboo fretwork

north shore at the height of the housing

shortage. Here’s what they did with it!
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A sunroem becomes a modern third sitting room. The
color scheme is bronze, chartreuse, gold and mauve

Living room’s ugly overmantel was cleverly proportioned
by accenting fireplace, painting overbody into the wall




Ql

ERICOQY)

)

(6
\ \iij @)9
\jxﬁni]&a:‘g;lcpﬂled and successful
tists—tlwo are

r , one an author—
19 live and privacy
\ \/L!or/g.'ork in this house
planned bq a famous architect

9
20




3 Modern Young
Lead a Modern Life

Robert Horan

A FRENCH witticism runs—
“He would burn your house to the
ground just to fry himself a couple
of eggs.” It seems to me that there are
a number of people who have built
and furnished an entire home just to
be able to fry themselves a couple of
eggs. Of course, many houses are
built more or less as small, private
sanatoria to dispel a day’s gloom in
an office. But it is pleasant, I think,
to find houses that can be worked in,
that are the scene of some activity
beyond eating and sleeping. So many
living rooms are cluttered with chairs
too valuable or insecure to sit on;
corners with bookshelves and no books
(or what is even worse, books and no
readers) ; playrooms for people who are irritated at games; sun decks for
those who are unhappy with freckles; fireplaces that burn red glass; pots
without geraniums; big, wasted dining rooms, and tiny, crowded closets. The
only things that seem to function in these houses are the kitchen stove, the
mattresses, and the sink. The remainder is built on, or added to these con-
trivances, and the whole house has the atmosphere of an afterthought.

I make these remarks because I spent two months looking over the land-
scape with two composers, in search of a house that might house their tem-
peraments and their work along with my own. The photographs here are pic-
tures of what we finally found, and made of what we found, after peering
into hundreds of charming old revolutionary houses that looked as if they had
been in the exact center of the revolution, in that condition of melancholy
collapse which real-estate agents describe as “needing a little fresh paint.”

We were looking for a house that would hold three people at an amicable
distance, the compogers demanding a studio apiece, each large enough for a
grand piano, and far enough away from each other so that they would not be

Photogrephs by F. M. Demarest

Samuel Barber plays a pas-
sage from a new symphony

Men

In this “Swiss Chalet”

Menotti works

Gian-Carlo
on his brilliant new ballet

hearing double when both were at work. In the middle of this maelstrom, I
required a studio to write in, with a desk and some room for papers and
books, preferably with windows that were not overlooking a steel foundry or
someone else’s kitchen. To make it worse, we preferred it quiet, somewhat
isolated in beautiful country, but near New York, not too difficult to clean
or maintain, and not ornamented with many antique and breakable objects. It
seems to me one of those rare gratuities of fate that we found, on a beauti-
fully uninhabited hill outside of Mount Kisco, this particular house.

It was, I believe, the first house to be designed by Lescaze in America,
and perhaps resembles, from the outside, a modern but not “moderne” chalet
set into the side of a mountain and overlooking Croton Lake and the far
hills. I think it is eminently practicable, and before describing some of its
more personal features, I should point out that the plumbing and the oil
furnace function with minimum eccentricity, subject, of course, to lightning
and our own inattention; the roof does not leak, the windows rattle only in
March, the floors are not uneven, and space is used with a fair balance of
economy and proportion. Inasmuch as
I did not build the house nor lay out
the surrounding grounds, I hope I am
free to boast of its attractions and
exploit its privacy immodestly.

The outside of the house—alter-
nating widely spaced and irregular
planks of wood with foundation and
chimneys of brick, natural stone for
terrace and steps—accents, by this use
of separate materials, colors and tex-
tures, the structure of the house and
its wing formation, There is a small,
raised, stone terrace at the front of
the house bordered with flowers or
weeds, depending on our industry and

Rolling hills and lawns lead
up to the front entrance

of this house, designed by
William Lescaze, and built
into the side of a hill

Robert Horan corrccts
manuseript of new book



In Samuel Barber’s bedroom modern furnishings conirast
effectively with a pale old Chinese rug on the floor

Well-designed and built dining furniture has a clean

moderr: look.

Window overlooks hemlock covered hill

the mysteries of the weather. At the back of the house, leading from the
living room by half-doors (through which I always imagine deer or wild
horses stretching their necks), is a large flagged terrace built around a white
birch tree. Here, as can be seen from the photographs, one can eat in the
summertime, or even work on particularly humid days. There is a roof deck
over one of the studios reached from this terrace by an outside staircase,
and this makes possible long, indolent sun baths.

Inside, it is a private house and a triple workshop simultaneously. All
built on one floor in wings from a central, two-storied living room, it makes
three-or-four-story-heart-failure obsolete and cleaning less of a burden. There
are slightly raised levels going into the bedrooms, separating them from the
main room. The living room is just that. It is a general refuge when work
is going badly, serving intermittently as a dining room and a library. In the
summer, the half of the room nearest the windows, where there is a long
bench built into the walls, is generally in use. In the winter, we migrate to
the fireplace side. The wide, whitewashed brick chimney is not hidden or
plastered over, and the mantel part of the fireplace, in smoother material,
is nicely asymmetrical. A tiny window high in the wall next to the fireplace
seems at first charming but irrational. But I have often noticed how it admits
winter sunlight and elm beetles. The floors are wide planks in almost all the
rooms. In two of the bedrooms large Chinese rugs set off these floors well, I
think, and provide that contrast in style and texture which we have tried to
emphasize elsewhere with a Florentine leather screen near whitewash, or a
Venetian mirror reflecting an attractive modern lampshade.

The generous windows and the planning of the land outside make it pos-
sible to live out-of-doors half the year, and at least look out the other half, I
think the dining table (which is photographed) is well placed for those who
like to watch the squirrels eating the bird seed at breakfast or the lamp-
lit snow drifting to the windows in December. The kitchen is long and nar-
row and quite ample, I believe, for a house of this size and kind. A little
skylight here admits extra light and the sound of rain. The housekeeper’s
quarters lead off from this wing. The front bedroom and studio running nar-
rowly across the front of the house above the drive, are full of sunlight. The
rear of these rooms is the studio, being at the most remote point from the
other music room, and is devoted to the piano, the composer, and his dis-
orderly wealth of paper. These rooms are painted in mustard and gray with
materials brightening the spare color. The other bedroom at the opposite
end of the house juts out less into the light and is less open. There is a
brick fireplace here (as well as one in my own studio). The ceiling curves
slightly into the wall at the windowless end, relaxing the stricter p.anes
of the rest of the room. It is painted a deep but not dark gray, with walls
of a Giotto-blue color, which match one of the paintings. The studio re-
verses this same color scheme: walls gray, ceiling blue. Closets here, as else-
where, are spacious and of cedarwood. The studio, which looks out into the
wooded side of the hill, is built around a piano and music desk, with shelves
especially built in for books and music manuscripts. Almost all of the existing
bookcases in the house were simplified and enlarged after we moved in, and
many others, suitable to particular needs, were added, along with large
working desks. The bedroom and studio here go together as a unit.

My own studio, which is a combination work-and-bedroom, is off the main
room and faces the back terrace, with a glass door leading onto it near my
desk in case the morning looks happier outside than within, In making some
minor redecorations, each planned his own rooms, battled with the painters
for certain colors and with the carpenters for certain lines. In a moment
of extravagance that I have never regretted, I thought the ceiling of my
room should be quite red with oyster-colored walls. The painters were
wheedled into mixing it, and notwithstanding their consternation, it is a
very nice, very red ceiling. There is, too, a small guest room, which we call
a “Pullman” for obvious reasons, panelled in wood. Each unit has its own
bath. Laundry room, storage space for garden furniture, toolroom and garage
fill the basement. The attic space, which also serves to store trunks and
various white elephants, makes the house cooler in summer.

Several hundred feet down the hill from the house is a separate cottage
or guest house with a small living room, bedroom, kitchenette and bath
and, although insufficiently heated for winter, is very livable for half or
two-thirds of the year. A screened-in porch under the pine trees is a re-
freshing place to take a book or one’s work. The cottage provides guests and
hosts with that privacy that both secretly desire, making it possible to have
“company” and carry on normal working conditions at the same time.

It is this aspect of the house, what you might call its “working potential,”
which was so admirable in theory and so rewarding in practice. With each
wing widely separated from all others, providing quiet for concentration and
privacy, each studio of a different charactér and reflecting a different necessity
and taste, it made it possible for three people to abandon crowded, noisy
and depressing apartments in New York for this amplitude of space. For
in a house that is properly built into its landscape, with respect for what is
outside as well as-for what is to be inside, no matter how small may be the
dimensions, there can still be a feeling of breath and openness and vitality.
To some degree, of course, it is what you do iz a house as well as what you
do fo it, that gives it its character. In this sense, “Capricorn” was not put
together just so someone could fry himself a couple of eggs.




Even OQutmoded Pseudo-Sp
Has Possibilities

lF you happen to have a
small, dingy dining room or sun porch opening
directly off the living room, then here’s an idea
you may want to snitch. There are hundreds of
houses with similar floor plans and the inevitable
arched doorways, and most of them have an
open-to-the-public dining room just opposite the
front door. Eating in a goldfish bowl couldn’t be
any less private. But look what these enterprising
homemakers have done to solve the problems.

The dining room at the top, left, is of pseudo-
Spanish architecture, a little horror of a serv-
ing nook with a tiled shelf built into a niche

in the wall. The two typical wall lights above
it are suspended lonesomely dn space. The also
typical French doors were supposed to admit
light to the room. The picture below shows an
excellent, inexpensive remodeling job which con-
sisted primarily of removing the French doors,
thereby opening up the entire wall, and building
in cabinets and shelves around the serving niche.

Alfred Messner was the consulting decorator.
The removal of the doors opened a handsome
vista and gave considerably more space for furni-
ture arrangement. Now the area is a combined
sitting-dining room with comfortable furniture

SEE HOW THOUGHT AND SOME INEXPENSIVE REMODELING BROUGHT THEM INTO A CONTEMPORARY SBHEME

for lounging and reading. A smart paint job,
using light tones, helped to unmify the rooms.
A similar trick was engineered in the room at
the right above. It is a painfully familiar sight to
you and me. This architectural nightmare was
originally a living room and dining room. Notice
the preoccupation with arched openings—you can
count five in the before picture. The removal of
a portion of wall with its nonsensical windows
made the space into one large L-shaped room.
Carpet, a pleasing paint scheme, and a sensible
arrangement of furniture converted these mis-
takes into a comfortable living-dining room.
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Dreary outside as well as inside, muses Chloe

Same room after decorating was completed

ler: in this dismal and hopeless looking

place? A railroad flat? With peeling paint and gaping win-
dows? But what if you had weary feet from hours of search-
ing New York apartments for even a possible shelter? What
if it were the only place to be had? Of course, there was
only one answer—grab it and redecorate! So Chloe Denham,
a Red Cross worker, once on the staff of THE AMERICAN
Home, took it, drawbacks notwithstanding. A cursory glance
would tell anyone it was pretty grim, but our decorating staf
assured her it could be made livable—even pleasant. Bu
redecorating costs money, Chloe despaired. And we answered,
cease your worries immediately, for we'd see that the job
was done within the amount Chloe had put aside for it.
The color scheme was to center around Chloe’s favorite
chintz, a beautiful apple pattern in shades of green and
yellow on a white ground. The owners, bless them, agreed to
paint. So we chose a light yellow-green for the walls, con-
tinued to use it as an over-all color for woodwork and ceiling.
The paint on the floor was scraped off, sanded down, and the
floor refinished in its natural, light color, then covered with
a center rug of neutral tones. The chintz went on the large
lounge chair, and was particularly decorative as a covering
for the back of the corner cupboard that forms a dividing
line between the dining entrance and living room.
Straight, full curtains of striped green and white chintz



ompletely covered tke windows, shutting out the view of
Hull, crowded walls of adjoining buildings. The curtains were
nlined, hemmed and headed, and hung from a rod just as
bne would hang a casement or glass curtain, This simple treat-
hent brought the desired feeling of seclusion and lightness.

The furniture was collected from various sources. Second-
and stores and auction rooms yielded some, but a few of
he best pieces like the little desk and French Provincial table
ame from Chloe’s mother’s home in the country. Most of
he china and glass displayed in the corner cupboard was
lonated by Mrs, Denham, too. An old wooden mantel which
ras bought at auction for practically nothing, was attached
o one wall and painted in the wall color, helping to furnish
he room, and making a decorative picture with the old clock,
ramed map, and small objects on its shelf. A massive jar of
reen leaves and white pots filled with green ivy are kept
bn the hearth floor. A mirror fitted to the narrow, recessed
vall to the right of the mantel made the room seem wider
yy reflecting the windows on the other side. A softening effect
ras gained by the pleated ruffle of the striped chintz at the
op. Over the little wooden box in front of the mirror and
he two upholstered chairs went covers of a bright coral fabric.

The second room, opening out from the living room would
of necessity carry over some of the color from the living
oom. The walls and fitted bookshelves were painted a soft
dusty pink, then the same coral fabric that slip-covered the
iving-room chairs was used for the pull-curtains across the
vindow. The floor and rug match those in the living room.

L

pair of studio couches with green covers were placed end Mary Lou Witt, Chloe’s roommate, painted the water colors over the
o end against the wall opposite the desk. desk in “second room.” a combined study-bedroom
Now returned to civilian life, Chloe looks forward to pur-
suing civilian interests with eagerness—the problem of lving L B A
quarters solved, her “railroad flat” attractive and inviting. N e = ot PR g

IN A “RAILROAD FLAT”

Mary E. Monze

3f<‘e)cﬁes, B¢ Richard Endoelstr,,_‘

Photographs by F. M, Demarest

One long wall and a short broken
one present one of the major
problems in the living room

Solution of above problem shown
here. Corner cupboard with sides
covered in chintz divides long wall.
Mirror fitted to short wall

reflects window side of the room
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Who Would

0UR home is fundamen-
tally a box around a view. The archi-
tectural style is early American
packing case and the material is
waterproof plywood, varnished. All
the New York side and the easterly
ends of the north and south walls are
glass. We have no curtains. The
whole end of what was the first ga-
rage has been replaced by factory
sash and two French doors, one pair
leading to the terrace and the other
out into space. In midwinter we eat
breakfast there in pajamas with no
other heat than the morning sun.

Over the south window we have
one of Oscar Fisher's clever “eye-
brows” which keeps the summer sun
out but lets it enter the rest of the
year. We took out the walls of the
next three garages and ran a great
beam across to hold up what was left
of the roof. Then we built a shed-
roofed wing with a casement bay for
the “home office” of K. B. White &
Co., Industrial Consultants.

The wall away from the view,
toward the street, is broken only by
a row of basement sash set high, just
under the ceiling. The walls are of
duali, as near natural color as possible,
and the ceiling is “unselected gum”
with streaks of dark brown grain
against its pink background.

At the end of the path leading into
the house and in the center of the

Large picture window commands view of
ORS  wondrous New York skyline across Hudson

=

K. B. White

Genuine all-purpose room
includes mot only complete
kitchen, homey fireplace,
dining area but bathtub, too

.
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Think of Making a Home
in a Row of Garages?

living room is a blue concrete pool
with a low brick coping. Usually,
there is a large Mexican earthen plat-
ter full of fruit and vegetables on
one corner and a pair of decoy geese
floating cheerfully about. This is the
bathtub! Once you have enjoyed a
bath in an enormous tub with a warm
cement bottom, an ordinary tub
seems cold, slippery and cramped.

In the center of the south wall,
quietly in shadow, is the fireplace.
The whole southwest corner forms a
kitchen area. Our fireplace was de-
signed on paper, modeled in soap,
and finally built by having the mason
add a course of brick, then take it
away, then add another until it
looked right. It is raised, like the
fireplaces in Brittany, and opens at
one end. You don’t have to cut the
firewood; just let the long ends stick
out and as the logs burn through,
just push them up. The floor is con-
crete, therefore no fire screen need
come between you and the blaze.
The kitchen stove is built in the
brick pier at one end of the fireplace.
If Denise were in the kitchen before
and after breakfast and before and
after dinner, half of the waking hours
that we might spend together would
be lost. An electric refrigerator is

Modern stove would not have fit in with
artistic setting, so we use brick stove at right

The Whites started with this garage

hidden in a closet behind a pair of
doors at right. Heat thrown out by
refrigerator dries pots and pans above.

The furniture is Gothic, most of
it from the Hearst, MacKay, Bache,
and Wanamaker collections.

We also have two gas space heaters
and a big pot burner kerosene stove.
These hibernate in the garage during
the summer. No architect can be
blamed for all this. The likes and
dislikes are Denise’s and mine. I drew
the plans over a week end and had
them copied by an architect. Our
friend Oscar Fisher suggested the
shed roof and made me change win-
dow sizes to make tops line up.

We were able to carry out many
crazy ideas because Joe Lochte, our
contractor, and his carpenters and
masons were artisans of humble
European origin. They didn’t rebel
subconsciously against the lack of
shiny kitchen and glistening bath.

We are about ten minutes by car,
via the Lincoln Tunnel, from Times
Square. If the house intrigues you
and you want to come out and see,
don’t stand outside and look in, but
gather up your courage and rap on
the front door with your own good
knuckles—you won’t find a deorbell
or knocker—and then come right in.

Stone fountain by Sculptor Pinchetti

Rodney McCoy Morqan
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K= voun just been graduated
from college, and he'd coaxed you into
saying “Yes,” but there wasn’t a
house, an apartment, or anything that
resembled living quarters available,
what would you do? On second con-
sideration, what if there were an old
garage in the rear of. your parents-
in-law’s bungalow? Would you tackle
the job of dreaming up a home out
of a twenty-year-old automobile bou-
doir, and go at it, tooth and mnail?

Connie Benkasser, art major and
assistant instructor at U.C.L.A., Los
Angeles, looked such a situation over
and decided to accept its challenge in
spite of the war and rapidly diminish-
ing building materials. She's the en-
thusiastic, energetic kind of art ma-
jor who believes in making practical
use of her art. Aided by her husband,
Stuart Stengel, she planned and cre-
ated the sparkling indoor and outdoor
home illustrated here. It took four
years to attain the color and comfort
of this attractive home, for in that
time the Stengels also added two
children to their family.

The Stengels’ outlay in cash was
$666.66, but the cost in planning,
scheming, evolving and searching for
outbuilding materials and furnishings
could not be measured by a cold, pro-
saic yardstick like money, any more
44

Photogrophs by the author

nother “Ex-Garage” Home

Eugenie Bingham Cassiday

than one could measure the thrill of
making something out of nothing. The
supreme satisfaction of having your
own furniture and belongings around
you are as invaluable as the fun of
inviting in your friends to enjoy with
you your steadily expanding enter-
prise as it takes shape.

When Mrs. Stengel took over, the
old garage had already acquired an
adjoining bath and large clothes closet,
and had been used as a maid’s room
by some former tenant. Mrs. Stengel
made the old garage into a_living
room, the closet into a kitchen, left
the bath “as was,” and conjured up
a bedroom out of one-half of Father
Stengel’s new double garage. Before
the bedroom was well underway, it
was necessary to push out the front
wall to make room for the nursery,
and later it became necessary to push
the side wall into the garage to make
the nursery still larger.

Living-room walls were panelled in
plywood. The old beams were left in
place. Roof sheathing was covered
with heavy insulation board. At one
end of the room, a triangular glass
sky window was installed in the roof
gable. Beneath this runs a bright red
shelf on which red, blue, and yellow
Mexican glass pieces echo the dom-
inant colors of the room. Entrance to




> living room is through a screened
Jutch door, which is an appreciable
id to fresh air and light.

The "I't’]l];u‘c is stric 1
rortar joints are horizontal and ver-
ical in-a-line, with not a broken joint

cross the entire face.
“I thought the man who laid the
ricks appeared a bit nonplussed
/hen he looked at the fireplace as I
anted it,” Mr. Stengel said, “but
e was game to the last joint. I've
ince learned that bricks are usually
aid with broken joints for strength
holding themselves together.”
Transforming a clothes closet into
kitchen couldn’t be anything but a
ark. It was doubly so in this instance
because the kitchen door is use
pften for entrance anc
iving-room door, so the less the room
ooked like a kitchen the better.

The outdoor-living area opens directly off the living room. Warm red bricks
are used for the chimney to make a very convenient barbecue fireplace. Friends
often drop by during the evening and spend many pleasant hours here talking

A bed is recessed into the wall of the bedroom which
is paneled in vertical pine boards. Mrs. Stengel painted
decorations around the stool, chest and mirror herself




Write for free booklet —"Planning Your Bathrooms and Powder Room™

eam Bath...5x8 size

ere’s eloquent proof that there’s no limit to bathroom
smartness—even in a limited space. Particularly now that Briggs Beautyware is back!
For those lovely decorator colors in Briggs fixtures lend a look of luxury to any
size bath. And the smart, streamlined formed metal designs—that Briggs is so

famous for

naturally save oodles of room . . . room you can use so well -for

charming “extras.” Save you plenty of hard cleaning, too thanks to the
super-smoothness of Briggs acid resistant porcelain enamel. Start planning your

own long-dreamed-of Briggs Beautyware bathroom, today!

< AT - N Tt o

Mrs. Stengel designed and directed the laying of every brick in her fireplace
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Printed fabric is pasted onto the walls of the Stengel bathroom
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and this label means thé steel is good

Steel is in a class by itself. No other material combines strength, long life, use-
fulness, and good looks to an equal degree. That’s why steel is better for porch
furniture, shutters, window sash, and scores of other uses in your home. And
when you buy any article made with steel, be sure it bears the U-S-S Label.
Then you’ll know you’re getting quality steel—backed by all the engineering skill
and manufacturing knowledge of the world’s foremost steelmakers. The U-S-S
Label helps you get your money’s worth.

LISTEN TO . . . the United States Steel Radio Show every Sunday evening. Consult your local newspaper for time and station.

ITED STATES STEEL Subsidiary companies: AMERICAN BRIDGE COMPANY e« AMERICAN STEEL & WIRE COMPANY «

NEGIE-ILLINOIS STEEL CORPORATION ¢ COLUMBIA STEEL COMPANY ¢ CYCLONE FENCE DIVISION « FEDERAL SHIPBUILDING & DRY DOCK COMPANY
IONAL TUBE COMPANY e« OIL WELL SUPPLY COMPANY e« TENNESSEE COAL, IRON & RAILROAD COMPANY « UNITED STATES STEEL EXPORT COMPANY
ED STATES STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY ¢ UNITED STATES STEEL SUPPLY COMPANY « UNIVERSAL ATLAS CEMENT COMPANY o VIRCINTA BOIn, o Snem. o




ASTING SMARTNESS in cool summer
frocks depends on their styling. ..
and the “finish” of the fabriecs chosen.
To restore the original “finish”,
leading designers prefer laundering
with Linit, the starch that ““makes
cotton look and feel like linen™.
When you use Linit for all cotton
washables, the thin, fluid Linit
mixture penetrates the fabrics . . .
makes ironing easier. .. gives a smooth
“finish” that helps keep things clean
and crisp longer.

PERFECT LAUNDRY STARCH

TINIT adds the “finishing touch”

Dress by Clare Potter

©Corn Products
Bules Company

Bamboo screens were hung on the
walls and a Chinese-mat lamp shade
harmonizes with them. Hanging plant
containers break the usual straight
cupboard appearance above the drain-
board and open circular end shelves
accomplish the same trick below. A
high, open china and glass cupboard
so fascinates you the minute you step
into the room that you don’t realize
you're in a kitchen at all. In fact,
of the many kitchens I've seen, this
one seems least like one.

Bathrooms, as a rule, don’t lend
themselves to much change unless the
size is altered, so this one had to con-
tent itself with new color on the walls
and fresh curtains at the windows.
The two side walls are “papered”
with the same material of which the
window draperies are made.

The front of the tub and the end
wall of the bathroom are decorated
with sea designs, billowy waves and
bright, colorful tropical fish.

In the pint-sized bedroom, Mrs.
Stengel’s love of early Pennsylvania
Dutch is everywhere evident, making
it a delightfully cozy and efficient
room. Two drawers under the bed
hold extra linen and quilts. Walls are
of painted knotty pine and the lower
edges of rafters are decorated in a
neat design by her own paintbrush.
The bed curtain is burgundy, and the
ruffle between bedroom and nursery
is of Japanese obi sash material.

There is one must in every small
house in California—an outdoor liv-
ing room with barbecue and accom-
modations for outdoor eating. In addi-
tion to these, the outdoor portion of
the Stengel home has a play pen and
sandbox so that the youngsters can
both play and eat outdoors.

Even the most cursory glance at the
outdoor fireplace and barbecue re-
veals the thoughtful planning and stu-
dious care with which each brick has
been placed. Shelves are recessed for
plants, candles, plates, and even for
salt and pepper shakers. A counter is
provided for steaks and food about to
be prepared. Notches have been made
for pergola beams. A friendly lantern
lights the patio on warm summer eve-
nings when guests can sit outside for
conversation after dinner.,

Rustic furniture, gay table linens,
colored pottery, all add to the sunlit
charm of the patio where the family
does so much of their living.

Mrs. Stengel put much of herself
into this intriguing home. When I
asked her if the tremendous amount
of work and energy she'd expended
had been worthwhile, she said, pat-
ting three-year-old Karen’s curls and
looking to see if Baby Heidi was
trying to swallow her new ball, “If

., I'd done anything else with my time,

I'd have felt I was wasting it.”
While some young couples were de-
bating whether to get married or wait
until after the war, Mr. and Mrs.
Stengel had made up their minds and
started their home. Now they have
rich memories of four years of ac-
complishment and fun they will never
regret, even though their home did
start from an antiquated garage.
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use COPPER
FLASHINGS

CorpEr flashings properly in-
stalled around chimneys and
dormers, on ridges and in val-
leys, give your roof superior pro-
tection at its most vulnerable
points. In giving longer service,
rustless copper saves money each
year.

To learn how much copper,
brass and bronze can add to the
enduring satisfaction of your
home, write for Publication B-5,
“How to Protect Your Home
against Rust.” @

THE AMERICAN BRASS COMPANY

Waterbury 88, Connecticut
pA Offices and Agencies
in Principal Cities

Sraconda Coppen & Bras

HEATING COMFORT
IS WITHIN

Your

BUDGET

brings to you the modern
g.'[rgir{gg luxury and comfort of
fully avtomatic heat, at a

substantial saving. It cuts fuel-bills by
burning the economy sizes of anthracite.
Motorstokor is precision-built, depend-
able. .. gives clean, even, healthful heat.
You can get Motorstokor now. Consult
your classified
telephone direc-
tory for
S "earest

7
| ncme...or

send us cou-
pon below.

I HERSHEY MACHINE & FOUNDRY Cﬂ-}
707 Pirt St., Manheim, Pa.

| Please send me your Free Booklet and I
name of my nearest Motarstokor dealer.

o A e KPS e s 5 |
L L R ST 1 . |
g I ] S L s s e |

THE AMERICAN HOME, Jury, 1946




—

eOMFORT UNLIMITED—that's what you'll get
when your home is equipped with Honeywell's
remarkable new heating control system. It is called
MODUFLOW?*,

And, ‘‘Comfort Unlimited’’ is the title of Honcy-
well’s brand new booklet that tells all about Modu-
flow. Attractively illustrated in color, it is both
interesting to read and easy to understand. Discover
how Moduflow eliminates the up-and-down tempera-
tures of ordinary on-or-off heating systems; how it
reduces wasteful overheating at the ceiling and
climinates the unhealthful drafts and cold floors
caused by intermittent heat supply.

* Moduflow means modulated heat with continuous Sflow.
It is the exact opposite of the on-and-off, or intermit-

tent heat supply that prevails today. Moduflow will be a
“must” in the better homes and apartments of tomorrow

MODUFLOW

the new HONEYWELL heating control system

Tue AMERICAN HoME, Jury, 1946

Learn, too, how Moduflow can maintain different
temperatures in different sections of your home; for
example, 72 degrees in your living room, 65 degrees in
your bedrooms and 50 degrees in your built-in garage.

Best of all, learn how Moduflow can be easily and
inexpensively installed on your present automatic
heating system. You don't have to wait until you
build a new home.

All of this, and more, is told in this fascinating
booklet. Whether you are planning to build, or
modernize your present heating system, you should
investigate Moduflow. So, mail the coupon today
for your frec copy of ‘‘Comfort Unlimited.”

MINNEAPOLIS-HONEYWELL REGULATOR CO.

1

2706 Fourth Avenue So., Mi polis 8, Minn. l
Please send my free copy of |
“Comfort Unlimited” |

|

AL o2 |

I
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When your \
“Castle in the Air’ i
gets its feet on
the ground

e

insist on

FIRESAFE CONCRETE

)

GOSSAMER and stardust are all right for dreams, but
a lifetime investment in a home should have the rugged
durability, the honest integrity of firesafe concrete!

There need be no fetters on your plans when you
embark on such a project. Your concrete home can be
any architectural style or floor plan you prefer—cottage
or mansion. With concrete walls and subfloors and a
cement-asbestos roof, you know that the beauty of your
new home will be enduring beauty, resistant to fire, decay,
and termites.

Equally important, you will enjoy year-round comfort
at minimum maintenance expense, for concrete is the
material of low annual cost!

Concrete Subfloors Are Rigid, Firesafe

Concrete subfloors offer the perfect base for warm, beau-
tiful carpets and rugs or for hardwood, linoleum or tile.
They are strong, rigid, firesafe—the same comfortable
floors you admire in hotels, clubs, and the finest private
homes. Concrete subfloors are sag-proof, creak-proof,
vibration-proof, for the whole long life of the house!

HOW TO GET A CONCRETE HOUSE ...
and what will it cost?

See or 'phone a nearby concrete masonry manufacturer
for names of architects or builders who can prepare plans for a
concrete house of any architectural style or size adapted to the
specific needs of your family. Only builders familiar with local
prices and who have studied your plans can tell you accurately
what any particular house will cost. Write for free book on con-
crete house construction. Distributed only in the U. S. and Canada.

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
Dept. 7-5, 33 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 10, lllinois

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete. ..
through scientific research and engineering field work

Hugh Stubbins, Jr. answers
Ex-Lieutenant Massee

“I HAVE only seen excerpts
from the article by Lieutenant Mas-
see. As an architect, I heartily agree
with most of the statements made;

| I disagree with some. The greater
| percentage of architects in this coun-

try are well labelled by Mr. Massee
and so are the builders. They do
lack imagination and they do gen-
erally copy details of the past. In
fact, I do not believe that they can,
in traditional sense, be called archi-
tects. They are merely archaeologists
and promoters of building.

“If it is admitted that the great
proportion of architects are improvis-
ing archaeologists, then it is easy to
see why they, as a profession, have
not attempted to educate the people
about the ‘fine buildings they could
have’, On the other hand, some archi-
tects have spent the better part of
their time in preaching the gospel of
true architecture and in trying to
demonstrate the real and only reason
for the existence of an architect—to
improve the environment in which
we live.

“I disagree with the statement that
‘there are only a few good architects
around New York’, To my knowledge
there are a considerable number of
really good architects in this country
and they are scattered from East to
West, and I know that they can and

will build a good and ‘decent house’. |

I also disagree that the architectural
journals such as Progressive Archi-
tecture, Architectural Forum and
Architectural Record have published
nothing but expensive houses. On
the contrary, if a close inspection
is made, one will find that the ma-
jority of houses published in these
magazines over the past six years
are predominately under the $30,000
class. Furthermore, I have never
read in an architectural journal a
discussion of beautiful woodwork or
proportions, though g¢omments on
proportions would be quite appro-
priate.

“There are many things wrong with
the building industry today. They
have been discussed at length many
times and still certain groups pre-
vent changes in a better direction.

“Most of our cities and towns have
antique building codes which do not
in any way take into account modern
development in building techniques.
There should be a national building
code which could be adapted to
geographical sections of the country
—which is not a static thing—but
one which would give impetus to
modernization of the whole building
industry.

“The labor unions in the building
trades erroneously think that by
maintaining hand labor methods in
all processes, they assure themselves
of better and more pay. These prac-
tices are totally and wholly against
any development of new, quicker
and less expensive building and con-
struction techniques ana they are,
therefore. against more and better

Makes Any Home
Hone Levable. ..

This

FIREPLACE

Circulates Heat

@ The Heatilator Fireplace actu-
ally circulates heat that old-
fashioned fireplaces waste up the
chimney. Draws cool air from the
floor level, heats it, and returns it
to far corners, and even to ad-
joining rooms.

You can use it instead of waste-
ful furnace fires on cool spring and
fall days. Cuts weeks from the
furnace season. Ideal for camps
and basement rooms. Proved all
over America.

WILL NOT SMOKE

The Heatilator is a steel form around
which the masonry is easily built. It
assures correct construction eliminating
faults that commonly cause smoking.
Firebox, damper, smoke dome and
downdraft shelf are built-in parts.
Saves labor and materials Sold by
leading building ma-
terial dealers every-
where.
illustrated folder

HEATILATOR, Inc.
116 E, Brighton Ave.
Syracuse 5, N. Y.

HOME LOVERS sccking safety as well
as beauty insist on Logan Firescreens
because only Logan construction com-
bines with grace of line the added
safety of “spark-proof” piano hinges.
This patented safety feature also
keeps Logan Firescreens better look-
ing, straighter and stronger, See them
at better stores . . . or write for
name of your nearest dealer.

LOGAN CO., Inc., 607 Cabel St.
Louigville 6, Kentucky
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HOMASOTE

in BIG SHEETS vp 1o 8" x14’

Here is the practical, a/l-purpose
building material. Homasote is
both weatherproof and crack-
proof, with great structural
strengthand topinsulating qual-
ities.

When you use Homasote for
interior wall finish, you get a
perfect surface for paint or wall-
paper. And the big sizes mean
that you avoid unsightly wall
joints and unnecessary batten
Strips.

When you use Homasote for
sheathing, for sub-flooring or
for exterior wall finish, you get

strength and insulation—plus
an important sound-deadening
factor. And the big sizes mean
less handling, fewer nailings
and far less waste.

We have twenty years of ex-
perience in making this quality
material in its big sizes. Use
Homasote for new construction
or for modernization. Use it for
residence, summer camp, gar-
age, tool shed, poultry house—
any type of wood-frame con-
struction. Homasote has been
tested and proved for you in

every climate on the face of the
earth—hot, cold, dry or moist.

We invite you to write today
forafreeillustrated folderwhich
suggests many practical uses
for this quality product.

HOMASOTECOMPANY
Dept.138, Trenton 3,N.J.

Send me free folder on
Homasote and its uses.

NAME (PLEAsE PRINT IN PENCIL)

ADDRESS

CITY & ZONE STATE
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houses in a time of critical need.

“The Real Estate fraternity in this
country has done more harm, has
caused more slums, has raised the
cost of land more, and has forced
more people to live in small re-
stricted lots and in poorly built and
exceedingly dull houses than any
other group. It is the architect’s busi-
ness to contribute ideas—sound and
economical as well as imaginative—
they are to blame fr= not having
done so.

“T personally believe that until
planning and housing are approached
with some amount of idealism in-
stead of how little we can do and
how much profit can be made, there
will not be much progress. People
build houses, buildings and cities for
economic reasons, but what has been
lacking, and what must be considered
is that we always build for people.
People are human beings, not sta-
tistics.

“I will build a house and I will
build it now, or as soon as Mr. Wyatt
will let me, regardless of whether
there are the latest materials and
the most advanced techniques avail-
able. It will not be everything that
I could imagine or could wish for,
but it will be a good house. Archi-
tecture is developed from need and
materials at hand.”

Herbert Mirschel answers
Ex-Lieutenant Massee
K= excerpt from the pro-

posed article ‘We Wouldn’t Build
Now for Love, Money or Congress!’

follows the general pattern of the ir- |
responsible misinformation which is

currently given out by radio com-
mentators, columnists, feature writers
and their ilk.

“This wordy gentry, posing as ex-
perts on every question of popular
interest, pretends to know all the
answers on subjects ranging from the
care of babies to winning wars and
preserving peace.

“Just now, their attention is focused
on the building industry. They are
confusing the public mind with state-
ments that have no foundation in
fact or are true only in the exception.
Building codes and zoning laws have
become a favorite target for this
sniping.

“The basic reason for building‘

codes and zoning laws is to provide
sound and safe construction in sur-
roundings which maintain the in-
tended character of various neighbor-
hoods or zones with due regard to
public health, safety, and fire pre-
caution.

“Building codes and zoning laws
cannot control or limit the type or
style of architecture. Within the pre-
scribed requirement of safety, public
health, and fire prevention, any pro-
spective homeowner may build the
kind of house his or her fancy desires,
whether it be one of the traditional
styles. Mid-Victorian, modernistic,
futuristic, stark functional or any
bastard combination of some or all
of these. And on the question of

 SAVE MILES OF WALKING, HOURS OF WORKING

.+ install @ WWW
SMITHWaYy STOKER

No more hurried trips to the basement in the middle
of the nighr, at the crack of dawn, or in the midst of
sot a busy day. A SMITHway Stoker does the job for

M?4 you . . . and does it hetter. You have finger-tip control

of the fire, keeping constant even temperatures
throughout the house.

With all this convenience, you actually enjoy cash
savings, for the SMITHway Stoker gets more heat
from less coal than with old-fashioned hand-firing
methods. Don't spend another heating scason with-
out 2 SMITHway Stoker.

Remember—no other stoker gives you the 24 ex-

clusive features of a SMITHway Stoker . .. features
that bring you the utmost in heating comfort.

SEND FOR THESE
VALUABLE BOOKLETS
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turn up the heat

FIVE kinds of G-E Avutomatic
Home Heat to choose from

Next winter, come back from a
shopping trip or an evening's fun
to a home that’s warm and cozy
. . . kept at just the right tempera-
ture by G-E Automatic Heating.

hot water, vapor, or conditioned
warm &ir. There's a grand G-E heat-
ing unit for either fuel—for any
system . . . in your present home,
or the one you plan to build.

Your G-E dealer is listed in the
Classified Telephone Directory. Call
him today. He will tell you when
G-E units will be available.

General Electric Company, Air Con-

ditioning Department, Section 6126,
Bloomfield, New Jersey.

Your G-E heating unit does all
the thermometer-watching, all the
furnace-tending. Just set the G-E
thermostat once all season . . . for
luxurious warmth by day, for fuel-
saving lower temperatures at night.

Takeyour pick—gasoroil —steam,

GET THIS G-E BOOKLET. "The Answer
Book on Home Heating” is full of in-
teresting facts to help you choose a heat-
ing system. Send 10c¢ in coin for it today.

OIL-FIRED

G-E Boiler forsteam
or hot water heat.

G-E Winter Air Con- GE
ditioner (Warm Air) Qil Burner

GENERAL @ ELECTRIC

Automatic Home Healing

G-E Winter Air Con-
ditioner (Warm Airl

Boiler for steam
or hot water heat,
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architectural design (or lack of it)
there isn’t a building code or zoning
law that can prevent it, although we
wish there were some legal way to
stop the monstrosities that people
conceive and build. After all, good
design, whether along traditional or
modern and functional lines, is just
good taste.

“Building codes are necessarily
based on the proven past perform-
ances of the various materials and
methods of construction. Naturally,
as new materials or new methods for
using proveén and accepted materials
develop, there is a certain amount of
lag before code acceptance is ac-
complished. This is the price of
pioneering. But every building code
has provisions for establishing the
acceptance of new materials and new
methods of construction. Experience
has proven that building departments
are very ‘Missouri minded’ in regard
to new materials and methods. If
they can be shown that a new ma-
terial or new method is safe and
sound, approval is just a matter of
form.

“One thing is certain. The housing
shortage will not be solved by the
scrapping of traditional design and
proven materials. Modernism, func-
tionalism or revolutionary design and
construction will not go very far in
providing more homes in less time.
Any person who allows a building
code to frustrate his desire -for a
home can’t want one very badly.

“A building code is no more re-
strictive in the field of building than
are the ten commandments in the
field of morals, yet plenty of people
are irked by both. Municipal of-
ficials are not disdainful, unapproach-
able bureaucrats. They want the
housing shortage solved in the short-
est possible time. Home builders can
expect the fullest co-operation from
municipal officials to expedite the
construction of homes.”

Edward G. Gavin answers
Ex=Lieutenant Massee

ee

I =ave read excerpts
from “We Would Not Build for
Love, Money or Congress” in which
Mr. Massee attempts to reason his
way out of the dilemma which con-
fronts many a couple who want a
home, particularly a new home. His
comments have a familiar ring be-

| cause, although interesting, they rep-

resent what is obviously a stranger’s
artless view of an industry which has
through the years given this country
—his country—the finest homes to be
found anywhere in the world—and at
lower cost.

“True, the industry is being vi-
ciously attacked by certain groups of
public officials—whose motives are
suspect, and by certain organizations
who hope to see revolution where
evolution has worked constantly to
produce more for less.

“Mr. Massee’s charges are not
unique to those of us associated with
the home building industry, and like
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FURNITURE

... with quick, easy
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Setfast is a special canvas paint that
does two very important jobs for
you. First, it beautifies shabby, worn-
out porch furniture—makes it look
like new. Second, it prolongs the life
of the canvas—makes it last years
longer!

Setfast Canvas Paint is quickly,
easily applied—with a brush. Paint
your awnings and porch furniture to
harmonize. Choose from 11 colors,
plus black, white and clear, to match
the color scheme of your house.

USE SETFAST
70 BEAUTIFY
aé YOUR AWNINGS,
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CANVAS
PAINT

INTERCHEMICAL CORPORATION
Trade Sales Division
Fair Lawn, New Jersey
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most other criticism from those not
completely acquainted with full facts,
are based on incomplete and erron-
eous data. He states, for example,
that land prices and building codes
are restrictive. The statement as it
regards land prices and building
codes does not square with the fact,
and he should inform himself on it.
Land prices are subject to innumer-
able factors, the least of which is
not taxation by political bodies. But
in the end, parcels of land, like most
other commodities, bring what the
law of supply and demand establishes
as a fair price. The statement on
building codes is neither all right
nor all wrong. A home can be an
extremely hazardous place,—a little
palace of perils to the health, safety
and welfare of its occupants if it is
improperly designed or constructed.
Because of this, building codes were
devised to protect the morals and
general welfare of persons in and
around buildings, as well as to assure
safety and health.

“Labor unions, in theory at least,
and in a majority of cases, really
select, train and supervise their mem-
bers carefully. In certain localities
there are restrictive practices. Mr.
Massee might have mentioned local
prohibitions of such elements as
ready-mix concrete, dry-wall con-
struction and others. It is true also
that there are what appear to be
arbitrary union rulings against time-
saving techniques. Here again, how-
ever, there are both sides of the
question, and evolutionary progress
has tended to eliminate the restric-
tions. Perhaps the only way to deter-
mine whether many apparently
outmoded codes, prohibitions of fac-
tory-made parts and arbitrary time-
consuming union practices are indeed
what they seem to be, is to subject
them to the light of full public
scrutiny,

“The building industry as well as
Mr. Massee would welcome this and
unquestionably profit by intelligent
modifications.

“In his denouncement of architects,
Mr. Massee displays an almost com-
plete ignorance of home-building
developments -and the reasons for
them. He states that there are only
a few good functional architects in
New York who know how to build a
decent house, designed around the
lives of the people who are going to
live in it. Then he bemoans the fact
that most of these good architects
are smothered with other kinds of
building work. Architects, like most
other professional men, have found
that specialization in a half dozen
fields is beyond human gapacity.

“If an architect is going to special-
ize in the design of small homes, it
must be understood first that such
specialization has required a good
many years of study and preparation.

The same applies to medicine, law or.

the other professions. Obviously,
anyone who wants the services of a
trained specialist qualified to produce
the best possible results must expect

Twin Homes—but
one is a pleasant refuge
from summer heat

NOT INSULATED. “Can't stand this hot
house !” groans Fred Gray. "Can't sleep,
can't eat, can't relax ! With no rest tonight,
I'll be a wreck at work tomorrow!” Too
bad, Fred, but why not take a tip from
Dick Foster next door . . .?

KIMSULATED. Look at Mr. Fogter! Sleep-
ing like a kitten—cool as a cucumber right
in his own bedroom! The xkmsuL Insula-
tion he so wisely installed is paying off now
in cooler summer comfort—and it will assure,
more warmth with less fuel next winter.

Why Many-layer KIMSUL* Insulation Belongs In
Your Present Home—or Your New Home Plans

KmvsuL is the insulation designed on
the scientific many-layer principle. It's
different—a prefa ricatecr, prestitched
blanket with no heat-leaking thin
spots, no money-wasting thick spots.
Provides uniform density and thick-
ness over every square inch.

KIMSUL is as permanent as your
house. Won't sag, shift or settle.. . . is
chemically treated to resist moisture,
fungus and fire. And it’s termite proof.
Make your house as much as 15°
cooler on hottest summer days. Save
up to 30% on fuel in winter. For year-
round comfort, wrap your new home
in a blanket of many-layer KIMSUL.

“It’s easy as ABC to put clean, light
KIMSUL blanket insulation in an exist-
ing home, too. Install it in the open
attic floor or in the sloping roof. Just
stretch it out and fasten it in place—
no muss, no trouble.

Order KIMSUL from your lumber or
building supply dealer, hardware or
department store. If you're planning
a new home, specify KIMSUL.

A PRODUCT OF

KIMSUL(trade-mariymeans ||| Kimberly
Kimberly-Clark Insulation Clark
RESEARCH

Installing KIMSUL in your present
home is easy as spreading a blanket

Comfortize your new home with a
~ wrap of KIMSUL.
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Neenah, Wisconsin
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wity we dare
paint
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The Challenge: wherever
this white stoker may be installed,
dirt can be divorced from furnace
firing. This you can have with the
economy that you get only with
coal. Soot and smoke can be made
to disappear!

The Pledge: with this white stok-
er, heating costs can be held down
below those of comparable
warmth with hand-firing or with
any other kind of fuel. Truly, if
you are planning 'on automatic
heat for next winter, it’s only good
sense to get the data on this sen-
sationally advanced automatic
unit now.,

Fairbanks-Morse

stokers are also

available in hop-

per-type models
for domestic and commercial
buildings of every size—for bitu-
minous or anthracite.

Fairbanks, Morse & Co.
Fairbanks-Morse Bldg.,
Chicago 5, Illinois
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to pay for it, whether it be legal aid,
medical treatment or home design. It
is axiomatic that very few prospec-
tive home builders in the lower-price
ranges can afford to pay the fee that
an architect is justly entitled to if he
is going to spend the time studying
the individual needs of a given family,
and then designing an individualized
home for the housing of that family,

“And, since the market for that
kind of costly custom service is ex-
tremely limited in the small home
field, very few architects can afford
such specialization, This need not,
however, be a handicap to any family
who, for reasons of income or choice,
want a small home. After all, the
design and layout of a house has
much less to do with its character as
a home than the people who live in
it. There have been thousands of
houses, new and old, which have been
given personalized character by young
families who have purchased them.
In spite of this limited market for
specialized service in the small home
field, however, there are a number of
architects throughout the country
whose practices are exclusively in
the design of homes in the moderate
price range.

“Mr. Massee rightly says many ar-
chitects could not design a decent
home if they tried, but he doesn’t
seem to appreciate that many of
them have not been trained to design
homes and are not interested in try-
ing. Their talents lie in the design of
other kinds of structures. When he
says, however, that architects refuse
to try anything new, for fear it
might not work, the statement is in-
accurate. The architect who designs
a custom home has a great respon-
sibility and one which he takes
seriously, He has to realize first that
most people who build a home will
never build another one because they
are providing shelter for themselves
which they expect will last a lifetime,
Thus, an architect is faced with the
problem of being neither the first to
embrace the new nor the last to use
what has proved to be sound and
economical. He cannot afford to risk
his client’s capital in something ex-
perimental, either in design or in
materials and equipment. Very much
the same thing applies to operative
or merchant builders. Every time a
new type of material or a new tech-
nique is developed, changes in the
co-ordination of building trades on a
job, and the possibility of unknown
contingencies that have to be ironed
out over a period of time, are likely
to add costs which the owner of a
small home cannot afford.

“The result is that the proving
ground for new techniques and ma-
terials generally has to be the higher
priced houses where new increments
of cost, or time-and-money-consum-
ing experiments in new techniques
and co-ordination principles represent
only a relatively minor percentage
of the total cost of building. When
all of these problems have been
solved, the new materials and tech-
niques can then be applied to the
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small homes in the form of economi-
cal added living comfort, without
asking the small homeowner to bear
costs that he can ill afford.

“Thus, there is a justifiable and
necessary time lag in the application
of new architectural and building
principles to small homes, a lag that
is in the interest of the wutmost
economy and best wvalue to the
owners of homes in lower price ran-
ges. Another element that enters in-
to what I consider to be necessary
conservatism in architects is a fact
which Mr. Massee recognizes. It is
the need to design homes consistent
with living habits and needs of the
families that will occupy them. Liv-
ing habits are not subject to revo-
lutionary changes in this country,
and therefore, home design of nec-
essity is limited to a slow, evolu-
tionary development to meet the de-

mands of a vast majority of home
builders. Mr. Massee says that while
the Cape Cod cottage might best fill
the needs of many older people and
perhaps the majority of young ones,
the reason is that both these groups
don’t know any different. That is
an unfair statement, as ample pub-
licity is given to all mew devel-
opments in home design through such
popular magazines as THE AMERICAN
HoMmE.

The home buying and homeowning
public, rather than the building in-
dustry, is the conservative element
that limits rapid departure from ac-
cepted shelter design. If that were
not true, such a highly competitive
industry as the one that designs and
builds homes would certainly have
accelerated the pace of design change
a long time ago.

Mr. Massee complains of the ‘re-
actionary and ridiculous notion that a
house must be tailor-made on the
site.” Evidently he is not aware that
the transition of manufacturing pro-
cesses from the job site to the fac-
tory has been continuous for the
past 150 years, and that today less
than one-fourth of the operations
necessary to build a house are per-
formed at the site. A study of the
subject demonstrates this.

“The fact is that so-called site
building today is far removed from
site building as it was 50 years ago
and even 15 vears ago. I have to take
issue with Mr. Massee when he uses
his criticism of on-site, tailor-made
processes as one of the principal
reasons why so many people can’t
afford homes. The truth is there are
very few people who can’t afford
homes, It all depends on whether the
desire and the pocketbook can be rec-
onciled. There are very serviceable
small homes available even now for
$3,800 to $4,000. They are not, of
course, what many people want. It
should be remembered in this connec-
tion, however, :hat standard low-
priced automobiles and standard low-
priced clothing likewise are not what
many people want. Thus, for in-
stance, when a family wants to buy
an automobile, it gauges its choice
somewhere between the second hand
1946
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Gum Turpentine is the stand-
ard, foolproof thinner and sol-
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by ¢ out of 10 Painting Con-
tractors. Cleans paint brushes,
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For sale everywhere,
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drainage lines — install ORANGEBURG,
the root-proof pipe! Tough, good for
lifetime! Cementless TAPERWELD*

COUPLINGS. Use for house-to-sewer,
septic tank connections or other non-
pressure, outside uses. PERFORATED
type for septic tank disposal, founda-
tion drains, field drainage. See your
contractor or dealer, or write to THE
FiBre Conpuilt Co., Dept. AH-7-46,
ORANGEBURG, N. Y. #Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.
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PROOF PIPE
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No rust, plus long years of tank
service, are the reward of the home-
owner who installs a hot water tank
of Everdur* Metal or an automatic
heater with such a tank inside,

Everdur Metal is a high strength,
copper-silicon alloy, rustproof and
highly corrosion-resistant. It is an
ideal tank metal...used for years by
makers of water heating equipment
for their top quality models.

Write for booklet, “How ?o Pro-
tect Your Home Against Rust.,” ssoa
*Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.

THE AMERICAN BRASS COMPANY
Waterbury 88, Connecticut
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or third-hand, low-priced automobile !
and the new high-priced wvehicle.
Much the same is true of clothing
purchases in the sense that we buy
quality and quantity contingent upon
what we can afford. Not everyone
can afford to buy a new, ideally con-
ceived, custom-designed home. Many
buy old homes. These homes have a
distinct advantage over old automo-
biles and limited wardrobes. The old
home, with the application of a little
money and a lot of imagination and
some pleasant work on the part of
the owner, more often than not, can
be transformed into a habitation that
embraces the personality of its occu-
pants, is equipped with all modern
conveniences, and has living comforts
equal to those of any new structure.

“I am sure that if Mr, Massee
takes the time to look around, he
will find a new functional design that
possibly with a few minor alterations
will suit all his needs, or that he will

find a well-built used house that he
can alter and modernize into a home
that will provide him with all of the
living comforts, conveniences and
individuality that he wants.”

Herbert U. Nelson answers
Ex-Lieutenant Massee

s

Kt is not true that cities
require thirty-foot setbacks. Very
often city codes do not require base-
ments, nor do they require separate
garages. Building restrictions éf this
type are sometimes included in the
old subdivisions and in some of the
new ones also. They are restrictions
that run with the land.

“The purpose of these restrictions
is a good one which anybody who
thinks a moment will approve. It
is simply to create a pleasant and
harmonious neighborhood. A family
does not live within four walls, but
lives in the entire neighborhood.
When neighborhoods are full of ir-
regularities such as ragged setback |
lines, houses of all sizes and descrip-
tions, and the like, they do not hold
their value. Such neighborhoods de-
preciate quickly. For most families,
the purchase of a home is a lifetime
investment, and so the matter of
good neighborhood conditions is very
important.

“In most new neighborhoods there
are no restrictions requiring base-
ments nor against attached garages.

“It is true that the building codes
should be revised. We have worked
on this for years, but the evils that
exist in the codes are old and hard
to change. In many places, it is
the trade unions which are the chief
supporters of ‘make work’ provisions
in the codes.

“I am not aware that real-estate
men try to sell people bigger houses
than they need. In fact, this is al-
most the only time I have heard
such a suggestion. It is true that
today it is so hard to get houses
to sell that a buyer has a very nar-
row choice. This is something that
can be cured only after we have
had a good deal more building. |
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IT'S PRECIOUS! The NuTone Jewel adds quiet
sparkle to smart decoration—and just wait
till you hear it! So soft, so mellow, so down-
right friendly to your ear.

An all-brass Colonial 2-door chime—with a R
touch of modern magnificence! A gift-treasure Jewel 'P :‘h B“:'?"'
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each time a caller comes.

See and hear it, today, at your favorite elec-
trical, hardware, furniture, or department
store. Gift-packaged with matching Jewel
Push Button, $9.95.
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MAKER OF
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NuTone Chime.
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an-chrom% Im(‘i,ieafl:
Large, e

Price, $14.95.

“Many years ago lots were small
because of difficulties with transporta-
tion and the extension of public
utilities such as city water and sewer.
This has changed and now most new
developments are laid out in at least
50-foot lots and many of them in
60 or 65-foot lots. There is one
difficulty in making lots very wide
and still keeping costs low, and that
is that it costs now between $15.00
and $20.00 per running front foot to
install paving, sidewalk, city water,
and sewer. These costs have to be
included in the lot. You can readily
see, therefore, that a wide frontage
runs up into a considerable sum in
relation to the house itself.

“We have learned also through
experience that one and two-acre
lots are not very practical for most
people. An acre of ground is more
than is generally realized when you
come to take care of it. If you travel
about the country a bit, you will
see many thousands of such large
lots now growing up to weeds and
very unsightly. For present living
conditions, about the best kind of
urban lot to build a small homg on
is one that is about 60 feet wide
and perhaps 120 feet deep. This
leaves plenty of space for a good

play, and for a setting for the home
itself.

“The suggestion about making
good use of undesirable topographical
features is always followed in modern
planning and is perfectly sound. As
a matter of fact, rough land or
land not fit to build upon usually
makes the best kind of a small park.

“The whole matter of neighbor-
hood planning has become a complex
and highly professional job. It isn’t
as hit-and-miss as many people seem
to think when they look at some
of the mistakes of the past. One
government agency, the FHA, has
been especially helpful in setting up
sound requirements for land use and
for neighborhood harmony that make
for good value.”

Arthur W. Murphy answers
Ex-Licutenant Massee

“M:. Brexxax of our Council
has turned over to me the article
which you are writing for THE AMER-
1cAN Home, for my opinion. I would
first like to say that your main
problem would be to find any ma-
terial, as we have been protesting
as far back as two and a half years
ago to the powers in Washington,
and recommended at that time cer-
tain corrections, which if they had
heeded the advice of the building
employer’s group and the Building
Trades Council, the condition which
we find ourselves in today would not
have occurred.

“As you no doubt are very well

aware, we have signed a four and
a half year agreement with the em-
ployer’s group of New York. This
group is comprised of one thousand
of the foremost contracting firms in
the country. The wage agreement
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stabilizes our industry for this period.

“Getting down to the use of mod-
ern materials in modern ways, the
craftsmen and mechanics which are
members of the unions—A. F. of L.
—have always followed the methods
devised by our foremost engineers
and architects, and I believe that if
you just look up into the sky around
New York City, the product of their
workmanship will be seen.

“We have had quite a bit of dis-
cussion with groups before, pro and
con, concerning prefabricated ma-
terials. To the A. F. of L. this is
not a new story, as after the last
war, Sears Roebuck, and a number
of firms of that type turned out
prefabricated houses, and any archi-
tect or engineer can give you the
answer as to the results. I do
not know whether you are an en-
gineer or architect, but if you will
take a qualified member of either
of these professions and make a
survey of these prefabricated houses
that are being sold to the veterans,
and compare the price over all with
the price that the veteran can build
his own home for, I am afraid you
would be rather amazed at the re-
sults you would get. Our contention
and the changing methods which we
have used in our trades to meet
the advancement in science and
progress in the building field, even
to the point where our master trades
offer prizes for the devising of new
methods in order to increase the
production on any job, I do not
see how you can say that we are
against progress when you state
that a spray job is just as good
as a brush job, and that in the
plumbing and heating end of a job,
that the same method is used that
was used thirty years ago.

“l am rather in a quandry as to
whether you are familiar with radia-
tion through air-conditioning and
other methods which our unions have
been installing—naturally under the
guidance of the architect or engineer.

“Regarding the revision in factory
construction as to on-the-job con-
struction in the hourly wage scale,
our stand has been quite similar
to the cotton gin stand, and that is

where individuals will go to a low |
hourly wage scale section of the
country, and have products produced
there in shops that will not recognize
a decent living wage, against a man
who will pay the union scale of
wages in a shop in producing the
same item. I believe that even you
would bend over backward in com-
mon decency to give the latter the
benefit of the doubt.

“I do not mean to take you to
task with this letter, but I know
that you would much rather be
equipped with the proper informa-
tion, and I am available at any
time to help you give the true story
to Tre AmericAN HoMmE readers, of
which I happen to be one.” ‘

The preceding answers to Mr. Massee's 1
criticisms of the building industry on page
15 are !»c ~opinions of the individuals or
their organizations and in no way represent
the opinions of The American Home.

Behind the revolutionary

ALUMATONE PLATE "\

S

finer, lighter piano

The plate is the backbone
of the piano=the structure
on which the strings are
strung. The Alumatone
Plate, first presented by
Winter & Co., is 80 Ibs
lighter than any plate
over used beforel

Out of the war came a piano plate of
ALUMINUM. Winter & Co. is the first to present
this “Alumatone Plate” in the new Musettes.
Tonally more brilliant, much lighter in weight,
the Winter & Co. Musette is a full 88-keyboard
piano—occupying no more space than

a 3 x 5 rug. It’s now at your dealer’s, on its

way to your home.

See it! Hear it! Play it! Move it about without
effort, where and when you want. Make the
Musette your choice for long years of musical
pleasure. If you don’t know who carries the
Musette near you, write us for the dealer’s
name and address,

Winter & Company, 863 E. 141 St., New York 54
A PIANO IS THE SOUL OF THE HOME

L
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* sparkie
color and life

warm, glowing color, spaciousnes-, (, ('t,'“ty’
charm and cheer—there’s nothing >
like a LIVING PICTURE to work
sparkling wonders in your home,
See the distinctive, scientifically /
silvered, plate glass NURRE WA

Mirrors at your dealer’s today.

FREE BOOK! oo -

I THE NURRE COMPANIES, INC.
| Dept. AH Bloomington, Ind,
I Please send me FREE mirror book

“How Famous
Decorators Would
Use Mirrors in
Your Home.™

Name —
Illustrates the I
sparkling wonders I Address__ _
you can achieve
ith Living Y e - — tate -
Pictures. T e e e . b

delightful

e With Mexican accent this basement playroom
sings a full-throated song of gaiety. And the soft-textured,
even-grained Western Pines* harmonize subtly, underlining its
lilting charm!

e [f your long-deferred remodeling plans envision a “fiesta
room,” or if you plan to build from the ground up, the gracious
beauty of these versatile woods will form the right backdrop
for souvenirs from travels or the war.

e “"Western Pine Camera Views,” a handsome picture book that
is chock-full of ideas, will illustrate our words. Western Pine
Asscciation, Dept. 211-F, Yeon Building, Portland 4, Oregon.

*IDAHO WHITE PINE
*PONDEROSA PINE

THESE ARE THE WESTERN PINES
T *SUGAR PINE

STENCILED CHAIRS

THE FAINTEST TRAGE Peg Hall

OF A DESIGN ON AN EARLY
HITCHCOCK CHAIR CAN OFTEN
GIVE ENOUGH DATA
TO RESTORE DECORATION

Coxsmer yourself fortu-
nate indeed if you come across an
early Hitchcock chair with decora-
tions intact. For outside of museums,
such a find is uncommon. Therefore,
even the faintest trace of a design
should be carefully saved, for the
least scrap of painting or stenciling
often can give you enough data to
restore or redecorate such a chair
with the type of decoration originally
planned for it.

The Hitchcock chair is a certain
type of a group of American Empire
style, painted and then stenciled,
dating about 1826 to 1845, acquiring
its name from the originator, Lambert
Hitchcock. His chairs were so popular
that other furniture makers in various
parts of the country soon copied
them. However, the name Hitchcock
persisted as indicating the same type
of chair rather than that of the par-
ticular maker. The original chairs had
rush seats but were later made with
cane and solid seats. Front legs often

PATTERN No. A-790 . ......15¢

Designed for the American Home by Peg Hall

AMERICAN HOME
PATTERN No. A-692 .. .....25¢

Photographs by George M. Davis Studio
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bent outward at the bottom, fre-
quently tapered and ended with a
small ball foot. The Hitchcocks follow
the style of some of the painted
chairs in the later Sheraton style,
especially in top rails, permitting good
proportion for impressive stenciling
designs. In these early days men made
the furniture and women were hired
to do the painstaking stencil work.

Backgrounds were usually streaked
with a thin coat of black or brown
over an undercoat of red. Earliest
19th century Sherat on painted chairs
were done in gold leaf or skillfully
painted by hand on oyster white, soft
green, black or brown. Delightful
little washstands with turned rungs
on each side for towel racks and
center drawers, dressing tables, chairs,
Boston rockers were often painted in
canary or Eastham (mustard) yellow.

The Boston rocker type seems to
have developed from the Windsor
rockers; large top rail, six spindles in
the back, one spindle under each arm,
and solid wooden seat. The rolling
seat curves up at the back and down
in the front, curved portions being
separate pieces attached to the flat
portion. Neither regarded as an object
of much elegance or beauty, it has
one important feature not often found
in older chairs—its solid comfort.

Stencils were cut in separate units
and carefully fitted into the space
to be decorated. Beautiful shading
gave depth and character to the work.
Only gold and silver powder were
then available, and apparently be-
cause the gold did not flow evenly,

AMERICAN HOME |
PATTERN No. A-T91 . ... ... 15¢

Designed for the American iHome by Peg Hall
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all striping was done in yellow or
white paint. When factories produced
these chairs in quantity, stencils were
still fitted in separate units and
shaded, but in order to lower costs,
an urn or cornucopia was often cut
on a stencil with the leaves, stems,
and flowers. The fruits and veinings
were then fitted into place and sepa-
rate leaves tucked in to fill the empty
spaces. Yellow painted furniture
circa 1834-1845 had melons, plums
and grapes stenciled in dark bronze
powder with painted olive green
leaves and bandings, and grotesque
black scrolls. Occasionally a few
pieces of fruit were stenciled in
silver, The chair seat was often
painted mottled brown or feathered
in brown. About 1840 colored bronze
powders came on the market. The
stencils were cut in one piece for
further lowering costs of production
and delicate shading of the earlier
work was seldom used. Back splats
and top rails were sometimes orna-
mented with fountains and birds in
colored stencil powders. Roses and
leaves, cut in one stencil, were done
in red, green, gold, and silver.
Chairs were put on carts and were
peddled from door to door. Many a
farmer’s wife, deep in the country,
bought bright new chairs for her din-
ing room for a dollar or a dollar and
a half. They undoubtedly treasured
them, dusting and carefully using
them only on state occasions until the
vogue in furniture changed, and they
were replaced with the elaborately
carved walnut Victorian chairs. Then
they were relegated to the attic, the
bedroom, and everyday kitchen use,
painted green for the front porch or
left in the yard or the barn until
the weather had stripped away all
semblance of paint. When covered
wagons opened up the West, many of
these chairs went along for the new
homes. so they may still be found in

almost any part of the United States.

AMERICAN HOME ORDER FORM
[C] A-190 Thumb-back Chair 15¢

[[] A682 Hitchcock Chairs and
Boston Rocker. Tracings,
color chart, directions 25¢

] A-81 Yellow chair, dressing
table and footstool 15¢

* A790 ond A-791 contain tracings
and color separations to simplify stencil
cutting.

Name

Srreer Address

PRINT name and address in coupon, which
will be used as label for mailing patterns.
Cut out order form clong dash lines, check
patterns desired and send M.O. or personal
check to: (Please do not send stamps)

THE AMERICAN HOME
55 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, N. Y.

%e /éz}zgf 20 olher instrument can say

HE GLORIOUS VOICE of the organ
Tsays in rich trescendos, tender
whispers, all those things within
you that no other instrument has
the resources to release.

Any music that you play takes
on new depth, new beauty.

That’s why those who l4ke to
play the piano, love to play the
Hammond Organ.

This is the instrument—no big-
ger than a spinet piano, and as
casily moved — which brings to
your own living room the glory of
great organ music. It creates electri-
cally—without pipes or reeds—a

warmth and wealth of color, a
thrilling range of tone, that have
won the respect and praise of the
most eminent musicians.

And even unpracticed fingers
can command a Hammond Organ
so readily—so easily—that it is a
source of constant joy to the be-
ginner as well as to the accom-
plished musician.

To discover this greater musical
enjoyment for yourself, see, hear
and play the Hammond Organ at
your Hammend dealer’s. For com-
plete information and name of near-
est dealer mail coupon today.

/6/8/77/77 0/70/ 0/’75/7

IHammond Instrument Co., 2041 N, Western Av., Chicago 8, Il

Without obligation, send full details about the Hlammond

Organ to:

Address

City P. 0. Zone

© 1940

State
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For Your New Home

You’ll Find a Smart
Design to Suit Your
Taste and Purse!

rDeLuxe Bathroom Cabinets

Sparkling beauty, modern designing .

unusual new, special features . . . you'll
get all these in Faries Cabinets.

The PARKWAY bas more new and ex-
clusive features than any other cabinet.
There are two Personal Compartments for

every-day needs; a “"Safe-T” Compartment
al top for poison drugs and adult items;
Utility Shelf; Adjustable Tooth Brush Holder
inside cabinet; Razor Blade Dis-
posal; adjustable glass shelves;

piano hinges; No. 1 Polished Plate

% S™=E Mirror.

For the budget buy-
N“ 1 er. Beautiful mirror
- and finish, High

Heavy plate mir- |7
ror. Incandescent “
light. Beautifully v

quality, trimmed,
Moderately priced, Heavy plate mir-
(’ 2 well-made, long life ror. Chrome metal 0 3“
- mirror. bound. Durable .
finish.
Newfluorescent  Popular priced yet
0 38 lights. Ready to has many features 0 8
- install. Heavy of higher priced »
plate mirror, models,

All cabinets white baked-enamel finish, chrome trimmed.
WRITE FOR COMPLETE DESCRIPTION AND PRICES

k)
O A/ NECH Manuiacturing Company

DECATUR, ITLLINOIS

v’] RIDS VOUR LAWN
OF Yoly WEeEds/
e A g gg WEEI]NU__Mﬂl_E

Magre Weed Kilter

Destroys Ugly Weeds but Won't
Harm Common Lawn Grasses!

NO MORE back-breaking dig-
ging! Destroy ugly leafy weeds
with WEED-NO-MORE!

The 8-ounce, lawn-size pack-
age treats 1600 square feet! Now
you can enjoy a beautiful
weed-free lawn for only $1!

WEED-NO-MORE
kills dandelion, plantain
and other ugly weeds—
yet won’t injure soil.

Get it today! Rid your
lawn of ugly weeds for
only $1. Just spray on
.« « WEED-NO-MORE!

On sale at Paint, Hardware; Garden Supply, Department and Drug Steres

THE AMAZING NEW WEED KILLER
Made by THE SHERWIN-WiLLiAMS Co. Cleveland, Ohio

-

Midsummer Garden
Notes and Notions

Tms is the season when gar-
deners relish, as well as deserve, a
chance to ease up now and then, and
really enjoy the fruits of their earlier
labors. Also, in performing the un-
avoidable chores, they seek those
methods that combine efficiency with
a minimum of physical effort.

Take lawn mowing, for example. It
is as persistently repetitious as dish
washing; but systematize it, and you
can take it, too, in your stride. First,
keep your mower sharp, in good re-
pair and proper adjustment; if you
don’t know how to, have it serviced
regularly. Oil it every time it is used
or, better, every half hour when it is
in use. Says Palmer Harmon, of
Pennsylvania: “Your mower is a
powerful but delicate tool. The drive
is transmitted from wheels to cutting
blades by cogs and pawls—small
parts that wear out rapidly and per-
haps break under rough treatment.
So don’t jump right into high speed,
no matter how fine you feel. Start
slowly, speed up gradually, then go as
fast as you like. Remember, though,
that it cuts just as well when mov-
ing slowly and evenly.

“Before you start mowing, study
the area, visualize the largest unob-
structed rectangle it contains, then
cut back and forth the long way, to
minimize stops, turns, and short cuts.
When the main block is finished,
clean up the small irregular areas
around the edges one by one.”

To keep plants growing during hot
weather, we cultivate or mulch (see
Elias Beach’s article in June), feed
them, and water them as required.
With row crops, irrigation in the fur-
rows, as illustrated above, is effective
and less wasteful of water than sprin-
kling. Do it in late afternoon or eve-
ning to conserve moisture and pre-

U. S. VD. A. photo by Mead

vent the ground from baking as it
dries. By letting the water run from
the hose on to a piece of board or
heavy canvas, you can keep it from
cutting gullies in the soil. Or use
lengths of porous fabric hose.

Sometimes you can get someone to
do the necessary cultivating for you.
In this connection, Deda Rae Gamble
writes: “When spring found you far
from the sylph you used to be, and
you were reminded that gardening
improves the figure, your resolution
mounted. But comes hot, dry July,
with the garden seeming to need dy-
namite rather than a hoe and weeds
zooming up with tropical fervor, and
you yearn for the porch rocker,
vaguely .resentful of the calendar
makers who put thirty-one days in
each .of the hottest months of the
yvear. Your March-born resolutions
melt faster than the ice in the sweat-
ing pitcher at your elbow. Then, be-
latedly, the boy who promised to do
the weeding yesterday arrives. His
dignified pace and gentle agricultural
motions convince you that vicarious
gardening flattens you nowhere but in
the pocketbook. And you decide that
next year’s garden will be of such size
that it can be kept free of weeds by
not more than a leisurely ten min-
ute workout each morning.

“And that pair of rayons, whose
life expectancy when de-dandelion-
ing the lawn is a whole hour, lasts all
of ten minutes when you start thin-
ning carrot rows. So, for gardening,
wear those hardy, hated perennials
vou have blossomed out in each spring
for what seems like aeons; by first
frost, they'll not be fit for even a
self-respecting scarecrow to wear....
Like a tree ring, they form another
row in the braided rug, indicating
‘My Peace Garden, circa 1946’.”

THE AMERICAN HOME, Jury. 1946
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lem. The spouled can is

specially designed for treating ant nests. A
pinc will kill all ants 30 ncsl-—-ln.vlnnlly'
SPECTACUURLY EFFECTIVE! Easy toapply
Alittlegoesa long way. Drug. har ware, see
Cyanogas or can get it for you-

30c- ENOUGH TO KILLA MILLION ANTS
AMERICAN CYANAMID LCHEMICAL CORPOIA"DN
30+1 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20,N.Y.

With Lawn-Trim shears.
featuring & positive knuckle
guard, you can cut where
the going is rough and not
skin a hand! Cwt faster,
wo, with less effort be-
cause of the keen blades
that glide on & ball-bearing

vot! Lawn-Trim shears

#RUST PROOF
STEEL BLADES

o LIGHT ALUMINUM

HANDLES are featherweight, swift

cutting, easy acting. Try
eBALL BEARING them! Ask your dealer of
SCISSORS ACTION VI o000

ROVAN PRODUCTS, Inc.
Seitie

MTE PaeSt 23, Weh

eKNUCKLE GUARD

Glant, exotic
r most \wnuu(u\
of all Tulips! Long,
gtrong stems. Gera-
um-rcd.ﬂmud rose,
edgrcun.(i\mranh s

Bulbs 2503 9 tor$1., pns;pald.
Are Hm‘k} Tulips Hyacinths,
, ete. Write today for ¥ all Bulb Book!
'W. ATLEE BU

Crimson, Blood-Red, Orange, Salmon S|
Planting directions, 4 Plants, Postpaid -

The Fischer Nurseries, Easton, Pa.

KILLS

flies, moths, mosqui-
toes, roac es, ants,
bedbugs, fleas, gnats

Tur AMERICAN HOME, Jury,
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Carl H. Blank

Fon many homeowners, the
charm of even 2 small garden pool is
overshadowed by the danger of chil-
dren falling in with fatal results.
This hazard can easily be eliminated
by means of a screen of heavy 6 x 6”
galvanized wire mesh fastened to 2
steel pipe frame and supported by
pipe legs an inch or two beneath the
water. It can cover the whole area of
a small pool, at a cost of around 25
cents per square foot, or merely ex-
tend out for three or four feet from
the margin of a larger one. It will
support anyone who might fall in,
without being conspicuous Or inter-
fering with gold fish or waterlilies
or other aquatics. A local hardware
or plumbing supply store will make
the frame of half-inch galvanized
pipe and the necessary fittings on the
basis of 2 simple cketch with di-
mensions. A rectangular pool will re-
quire only Jengths of pipe and some
right-angle tees; for a circular Or
jrregularly shaped pool, some lengths
of pipe will have to be bent to fit
the contours. Have the wire mesh cut
so that, when stretched, it will be

an inch or so smaller all around than
the frame, to which it is fastened
with No. 12 gauge galvanizud wire
with the ends carefully coiled and
fastened so no sharp points remain
to scratch one reaching through.

Portion of @
wire puo’-cuard
as described above

|

Dimensions
37Va" x 172" x 24"
o

This New Oven Unit Revolutionize

—_—

Enjoy the carefree pleasure of holidays in the open « « «
the thrilling tang and flavor of outdoor cooking . - « right
in your own garden or back yard. This wonderful Qutdoor
Oven Fireplace opens & sparkling new chapter in home
entertainment.

outdoor Cooking with Indoor Efficiency! The new Out-
door Oven Fireplace is 2 complete baking and cooking

combination that makes preparing tasty outdoor meals
loads of fun.

it Bakes, Broils, Rooss, Fries and Barbecves! What-
ever the dish lowly hot dog or lordly pheasant . . -
you'll turn it out to the queen’s taste. With the oven and
two large removable grates a complete meal including
piping hot biscuits is no trouble at all. There’s no fuss
and bother with excessive smoke and obstinate fires.
These and many other disadvantages usually associated
with outdoor cooking have been eliminated by new pat-
ented construction.

Anyone Can Build It! Because this amazing oven fire-
place is completely self-contained and functions inde-
pcndcntly of whatever masonry you put around it, 2
really professional fireplace is €asy to build. A set of
graphic ideas suggesting several different treatments will

be sent with your fireplace.

Uses Any Fuel: Wood, Cosl: Coke,
Charcoal!

Briquettes Or

These Outstanding Features:

@ Patented Heat Director

@ Adjustable Grates

@ Large Baking Oven

® Removable Grates and Grill
@ Buili-in Smoke Control

@ Factory Guarantee

Consider

HUNDREDS SOLD AT SPORTSMAN'S SHOW |

Those who saw the new Outdoor
Oven Fireplace for the first time at
the New York and Boston Sports-

an’s Shows were so enthusiastic
about it that hundreds of Units were
ordered on the spot.

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY, ONLY $39.50

F.O.B.Hnrtford. Conn. If your 1ocal

dealer cannot lupp}{ Kou. fill out
the coupon and we'll ship direct to
you immed'mtcly.

OUTDOOR OVEN FIREPLACE co. DEPT. A A
1477 PARK STREET
HARTFORD 6, CONN.

Enclosed find check or money order for $39.50- Send Outdoor Oven Fireplace
(wt. 120 1b.), F.O.B. Hartford, immediately. *1f within 10 days after receiving 1 am
not satisfied, 1 may return ireplace and money will be ref

N

STREET —

l-..---...-....--..-......_..-




FOR A GOLF COURSE
LAWN AT HOME...

USE THE WEED KIlLER
GOLF COURSES USF

THOMPSON’S

WEEDICIDE

CONTAINING 2,4-D

Kills lawn weeds without
harming lawn. Simply
spray weeds with any
spray equipment. .. or
sprinkle with watering
can. Weeding takes min-
utes instead of hours.

*

WEEDICIDE contains

more weed-killing units

per dollar — Compare
with other products.

$1.00

kills 2,720 square feet
of weeds

Weedicide will not corrode spray
equipment, stain clothes or hands,
or harm humans or pets.

Other Thompson Products:
TRANSPLANT » PREE-PLANT » REE-ROOT
FRUIT FIX » TOMATO FIX

Available at all stores selling garden

supplies OR WRITE DIRECT:

THOMPSON

HORTICULTURAL CHEMICALS CORP.
3606-C Monon St., Los Angeles 27, Calif.
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Water...
Birds...and
Joy in the Garden

Karen Foss

Wuere is an art to giving
even so small and common a thing
as water. New homeowners, un-
familiar with suburban ways, take
great delight in their fine lawns, bright
flowers, and beautiful shrubbery. And,
to show their “love” for the birds,
they often—all too often—place a
birdbath smack in the middle of
their expanse of lawn! They mean
well, but that’s why you hear new
homeowners deplorng the “lack of
gratitude” shown by the birds in re-
fusing to come near that nice, new
birdbath. Actually, the whole trouble
is—lack of shade. A bath kept sup-
plied with water will soon become
the gathering place for all the feath-
ered folk in the vicinity if it is
placed in a shaded, somewhat pro-
tected place. But shade is not the
only thing needed. Wings weighted
with water make it difficult for a
bird to rise quickly on the sudden
approach of danger—such as - their
greatest enemy, a cat. Unable to
make a quick take-off, it is much
more likely to become cat food. That
calls for a location close to the re-
assuring protection of a tree or tall
shrub into which the bird can mount
to safety while its wings dry off.

However, if you are providing a
bath close to the ground—either a
portable one or a built-in pool—re-
member not to locate it too close to
underbrush or low-growing shrubs in
the shelter of which cats can lie in
wait for the newly bathed birds.

As to the details of the bath itself,
it stands to reason that a glaring
white object appearing suddenly some-
where in the garden is gomng to be
an object of suspicion and doubt for
some time. So it is advisable to
“weather” a new birdbath to a soft,
inconspicuous tone by leaving it out-
doors prior to the bathing season;

Exciting New

LAWN
SPRINKLER

SHUTS ITSELF OFF!

Gives every home an automatic
sprinkling system. Single setting
waters a lawn up to 100 ft. long . . .
adjustable from 15 to 50 ft. width.

No matter what size, what shape your
lawn is, here is an amazing new sinrin-
kler that will “walk™ its way across the
area! You can give your lawn a “sum-
mer shower” or a ““drenching rain”
by simply setting TRAV-EL-AWN
once. Set it—and forget it. When its
job is done, TRAV-EL-AWN shuts
itself off—automatically!

Operates entirely by water power at
ordinary house- pressure. No special
piping necessary—ijust your regular
garden hose and TRAV-EL-AWN.

Relax this summer—and keep your
lawn greener and healthier with
TRAV-EL-AWN. Ask for TRAV.EL-
AWN at better appliance, hardware, or
department stores. If your dealer can’t
supply you, use coupon below.

Insured against theft

THE SPRINKLER
THAT W-:A-L:K-S

Mail this coupon today . . .
Save work all summer!
The Stansen Corporation

|
|
y I
510 N. Dearborn Street l
Chicago 10, Tllinois |

|

Please send me information and price

on TRAV-EL-AWN.

or, better, choose one of such ma-
terial, texture, and color that it blends
into the garden surroundings. It
doesn’t have to be anything fancy,
but it should be provided with one
or more “landing rocks” that the
bathers can perch on where the water
is too deep for them to stand on the
bottom. Even in the shallow parts,
it is desirable to have pebbles or
coarse gravel on the bottom if it is
smooth and slippery. If you are mak-
ing your own birdbath, see that
the edges provide gently sloping
“beaches,” not abrupt banks with
sudden drops into deep (for the birds)
water. They like to wade in—like
most children and some grownups,
—and don’t go in for fancy diving.
Incidentally, bathing is only one
of the reasons for providing birds
with a constant supply of fresh water.
The hot days of summer are hard on
us humans; but for the feathered
friends that cheer our gardens, if they
have no access to fresh water, the
heat means more than that. It be-
comes a matter of life and death.
Have you ever felt the water in an
exposed birdbath at high noon along
about July or August? Well, frankly,
would YOU care to drink it? . . .
They are just as dependent for fre-
quent drinks of cool water as we are,
perhaps more so, as you will prob-
ably agree if you have ever seen a
robin or a thrasher sit with open
beak, panting in the torrid heat of
a summer day, or have observed the
obvious and enviable delight with
which, on such a day, a bird will
thrust its bill deep into a pool of
cool water and then, raising its head
high, let the refreshing drink trickle
down its throat. Nor should you for-
get that for those birds that stay
around all winter, the need for man-
supplied drinking places is just as
great, if not greater, than in the
summecr. With no succulent, dew-
laden vegetation to be had, with natu-
ral pools and puddles ceiled with ice,
and with all the nice, juicy worms
in frozen soil cold storage, they are
wholly dependent on you. There have
been on the market bird fountains
electrically heated to prevent the
water freezing; lacking one of those,
you shouldn’t find it too much of a
task to refill the bath every now and
then. You will be repaid for such
thoughtfulness not only by the
friendly presence and daily song of
the birds, but also by their generous
efforts in keeping your garden enemies
under control. Birds, you know, eat
(and feed to their young) each day
insects and weed seeds totalling sev-
eral times their own weight. (You
might tell that to the next friend who
exclaims, “Why, darling, you don't
eat any more than a bird!™) So, re-
member, when the day has been par-
t'cularly hot, to freshen the water in
the birdbath. The vesper sparrow’s
benediction will sound even sweeter as
it floats on the evening air. And to-
morrow—are you going to the beach
for a swim? Well then, before you
go, just ask yourself: Did I remem-
ber to fill that birdbath this morning?

THE AMERICAN HoME, Jury, 1946




lawn weeds with

(TRADE MARK)

DANDELION

Now you can spray the weeds off your lawn. No more backbreaking digging.

Don't be afraid to spray grass as Weedone picks out and kills the weeds without killing
grass. Weeds dry up and eventually disappear, while, at the same time,

grass slowly covers the places where they grew. « Weedone kills, right out to the root
tips: Dandelion, broad-leaf and narrow-leaf plantain, chickweed, hawkweed, penny-
wort, heal-all, ragweed, pigweed, poison ivy, Queen Anne's lace—and

many others. «+ Weedone is less poisonous for humans and animals than common
salt; it does not corrode metal spray equipment; it does not hurt the soil or stain the
skin; it can be applied with regular spray equipment, a spray gun, or even

a sprinkling can. Buy Weedone where you buy your seeds. « 6-o0z. bottle (covers
1,000 sq. feet) ... $1.00 « 1-gt. can (covers 5,000 sq. feet) . .. $3.00 « 1-gal.

can (covers one-half acre) . .. $10.00 + American Chemical Paint Co., Ambler, Pa.

| )
. FOR
1 PRISON IYY
PDISON 0AK
BINDWEED

(TRADE MARK)
*Weedone is the original 2-4 Dichlorophenoxyacetic Acid (2-4D.) weed-killer that you've
read so much about. It was developed by Franklin D. Jones of American Chemical Paint Co.




]ust spray it on—kills
roots and foliage

Du Pont’s fast-acting
weed killer is easy to
use—just mixit inwa-
terand apply withany
sprayer. One applica-
tionof AMMATE usu-
ally gets rid of tough weeds per-
manently! Do not use on lawns.

ammaTe kills poison ivy, poison
oak, sumac—also wild blackberry,
chokecherry, persimmon and sas-
safras sprouts, and many other
weeds. Ideal for cleaning up drive-
ways or clearing out brush.

USE KARMEX* 2, 4-D Weed
Killer to kill weeds in
lawns without harming
grass. New, handy tab-
lets.

#Trade Mark

FOR FREE FOLDERS on AMMATE and
KARMEX write to DuPont, 5545
Nemours Bldg., Wilmington 98,
Delaware.

REG. U, . PAT. OFF

BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING
.. THROUGH CHEMISTRY
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NEW! AMAZING!

TRIMS HEDGES
5 TIMES
AS FAST!

ROTARY
HEDGE
TRIMMER

Nothing else like it! This sensational,
new rotary trimmer cuts in all direc-
tions at same time. 5 times os fast as
usual scissors-type. Not for pruning—
but the most effective hedge trimmer
yet developed. Has 12 sets of tempered
steel cutting teeth instead of enly 2
blades. Very sturdy, yet weighs only 13
lbs. Immediate delivery. Order now!

Send Check or Money Order—None C.0.D.

MALCOLM'S§

HOUSE AND GARDEN STORE—Dept. B
528 N. Charles St. Baltimore 1, Md.

$2.85

Prepaid

Want a Sparkling
Green Lawn?

Bulletins edited ot the layman's level —
tell you'how to eliminate ugly weeds—
how to water, mow and feed your grass

to keep it looking its Sundoy best. Set
the pace in your neighborhood with a
beautiful Scott Lawn. Write for that
free subscription to Lown Care today.

0. M. Jw & SONS CO.

10 Fourth St., Marysville, Ohio

Largeflowersonlong

steras-~yellow,white @

and bi-color, A special

mixture,all guaranteed

tobloom, 4 Bulbs 260;
17Bulbs $1; 100 Bulbs $5; postpaid
Fall Bulb Book Free-Tulips l)(g/'urhln eto.

W. ATBEE BU
32, Fl. —

GET this valuable gardener's aid!
Shows — in natural color —scores
of the newest and most popular roses,

delphiniums, 'mums, phlox, lilacs, etc. Z}

Guaranteed To Live And Bl'oom

Catalog also offers two magnifi-
cent new roses, custom-bred for
you, for Fall planting and early
Spring bloom. Supply limited;

so mail coupon TODAY to
Jackson & Perkins Co., 10 Rose
Lane, Newark, New YORK.

ackson & Perkins Co.==y

10 Rose Lane, Newark, New YORK I

Send me TPREE, as soon as off the press, your
New ROSE Catalog.

NAMEL G, ccsisinaninennenoanisssssoiodssossss l
I ADDRESS . oo . .

el

When Your Man
Has Growing Pains

Miriam Carlock

“’ E started out with a three-
in-one apartment and a sweet-potato
vine and wound up eight years later
with a six room home of our own and
more bulbs, shrubs, flowers, vines,
and trees than you can squirt a spray
gun at . . . all because my Ideal Man
developed growing pains.

They didn’t bother him in the
apartment. He seemed to get all the
exercise and fresh air he needed by
playing golf once a week in the sum-
mer, and going hunting once or twice
in the fall and winter. I had recon-
ciled myself to becoming a perennial
cliff dweller until we were forced out
of our apartment by the arrival of a
baby. But once we were established
in our house (it was rented, but still
a house), I began to notice the symp-
toms. The first, I think, was a vague
dissatisfaction with the quality of our
grass as compared to that of our next
door neighbor. Qurs was a pale, sickly

green, almost chartreuse, whereas our |
neighbor’s

lawn was a rich, dark
green, as thick as the nap on an
Oriental rug and longer. After watch-
ing its proud owner mow his way
through that thick, green carpet, my
husband said moodily, “I think it
might even be fun to mow grass like
that.” Then he looked distastefully at
our own back “forty,” which re-
sembled a surface map of the Bad
Lands; and even more gloomily at a
large rock-encrusted flower bed that
harbored some stunted iris and a
plague-like crop of something baby
blue in tone. Altogether it looked
more as if it had been deposited by
a glacier than built by mortal hands.

“It shouldn’t be much of a trick to
grow grass,” he added, rather loftily,
I thought.

The next night he came home from
work carrying a small package, and
announced that as soon as dinner was
over he was going to plant some grass
seed. As 1 was putting the baby to
bed, I looked out the upstairs window
and saw my mate spreading grass seed
on his ailing back yard. He had not
bothered to prepare the spots of bare
ground, nor had he leveled off any of
the more pronounced protuberances.
Furthermore, he was sprinkling the
seed, it seemed to me, neither wisely
nor well. A great deal of it blew back
in his face, and otherwise distributed
itself where it wasn’t wanted.

A little later that evening he an-
nounced proudly, “Well, that’s done.
Not much to planting grass seed.”

The next morning, before starting
for work, he strolled very nonchal-
antly out into the yard. He may have
been fooling himself but he wasn't

EASY
3 70 LoaD
g _EAsSY
\ TO PUSH

AT
ORIGINAL SUCCESSOR TO
THE WHEELBARROW
Nowit'sa plcnmre to “work around
the house.” Masters Handi-Cart
takes the hard work out of moving
dirt, sand, leaves, grass, barrels,
boxes, trunks, etc. Just tip it down
to load, tip it back and wheel it away.
All steel,welded construction. Green
enamel hody and rubber tired red

wheels. Two sizes. 3and 3% cubic fr.
At your dealer or write for details.

MASTERS PLANTER MASTERS BLDG.

COMPANY BI:N‘I‘ON HARBOR, MICN-

IN HOUSE and GARDEN
Both grease-eating ond sweets
eating ants _are athocted by R
REX ANT BAIT. Anis enter \ES
tops, comy boit to nest. Whole
colony of onts is quickly des \l\
shoyed. Sofe o vie in kitchen o7 AY NG 2,/
pantry. No donger of food contamine. =,
tion. No risk 1o ch-ldmn or pets becouse
lid is sealed on. In garden and lawn, ploce
REX ANT BAIT close to colonies. Ants

disappear. Quick acting, Vevv «onomk‘l For sol
at drug, grocery,

REX RESEARCH COIPORAW Tolcdo 7, 0

REXANT BAIT

A burglar's loose!—But while I'M here,
My Toro's safe ... what's there to fear?

Vegetable Boosting

TORO MANUFACTURING CORP'N, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.
PLANIABBS

For Only $

Arc your vegeta-
| bles popping out of
the ground? Insert
Plantabbs near stems
1 of any vegetable for
increased yield and finer quality,
7 Plantabbs provide rich, extra boost
2 food for all plants, garden flowers
and vegetables. Box of 200
Plantabbs only $1.00. 25¢, 50¢
sizes also mmlnblr Buy $3. 50 size
for full scason’s
supply. At dealers or postpaid
Plantabbs Ce., Baltimore 1, Md.
SEWER ;

M Q CARTRIDGES

DESTROY ROOTS CHEMICALLY
KEEP SEWERS OPEN

AT HARDWARE STORES OR
BY EXPRESS PREPAID IN US. A,
WEINCO INDUSTRIES, 482 ACKSON ST. ST. PAUL, MINKL

IOO DARWIN

ToLIPS ‘3

GORGEOUS ASSORTMENT d Shnd-
. Pink,

O and Colors, including Red,
Lavender and Y:llo' A choice Selmlon.

ORDER NOW
lf PAY NEXT FALL
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Kills Insects
Prevents Disease
4 Products in |

ame 4 proven

in1 Package! S
jal growers

that commerc
t control. Scientifically

dy for instant use. Dust
or spray it on vegetables, flowers,
fruit trees, and some ornamental
shrubs.1 1b. makes 524 gals. of spray.

Instant 2-Way Action! The DDT

and Rotenone kill inse!
Pont «Zerlate” and “Fermate’

all
products
use for pes
blended —rea

BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING
... THROUGH CHEMISTRY

Push steel ghaft into ground-—snap
on chain—your dog Is sale. AN
steel. No 1 g. For yard —~beach
—countr ~motoring, 8 It
rustproofed chain in-
cluded
Only $2.50 Postpaid
Le Baron—=Bonne
Newburyport 10, Mass.

[

Use Red Arrow Garden Spray on flowers, &
Kills most

shrubs, vegetables, lawns.
common garden insects, yet safe to hu-
mans, birds and pets when gprayed.
bottle makes geveral gallons. Buy Red
Arrow where you pbuy garden S
FREE For free chart, ““How to
Fight Garden Insects,”” write:
Mc(‘.unmck & Co,, Inc., Baltimore2, Md.

fooling me. He wa
grass he had pl

cts—the Du
> Fun-

upplies. "'=

s looking for the
anted. When, in due
did come up, it was
o sparse, SO frail, and so ill-equipped
to struggle for a foothold in the
packed earth that he could not con-
ceal his disappointment.

“Why don’t you ask our neighbor,
Mr. K—?" 1 suggested. “By mext
summer, Jane will be out of her pen
and I'd like a nice, grassy back yard
for her to play in.”

wed Mr. K—,

intervie

That night he 1
and the next day, Saturday, he got

course, some of it

ROTARY SPRINKLER
SPRAYS IN
SQUARES!

[wrein

— .at B “’(‘}oing . Eio a little E)r lawns of any size, the last word in
work in the yard, he explained, as he | sprinkling efficiency is the new RIEGER
ROTO-MASTER SQUARE, the sprink-

hundred-pound
dragged out

aking spray

staggered in under a
n—up

bag of fertilizer which he
of the back seat of the car. “Bought
some tools to work with, too. A man’s
gotta have the right equipment.”
Out came 2 spade, a fork, two

ler that makes 2 gentle, $O
in a straight-edge square patter
o 2500 sq. ft. without moving!
Easily placed to water lawn, flowers,
thout wetting walks,

f the house; gets in

or shrubbery Wi
porches or side ©
orners without spatter-
inkles

hard-to-reach ¢

rakes, one steel and one bamboo, and e indows e sase it Spri
. 1 VS. < S

a number of parcels of assorted sizes, sq§ are, the ROTO-MASTER SQUARE

s without lapping,

which, I was told, contained grass| soaks large area

seed of three different kinds. Then | leaves r.lo.dr',' spots. i
out from the luggage compartment of Prccxgmn-bnlan_ced. made of so_hd
prosihs brass Wwith OVer-Size, smooth-turning

the car came an oversxzed,rubber-tlrt-d spindle. Heavy steel base, finished in

gicides control many diseases. Send £

for free Garden Dust Folder, E. L lawn mower ff)r cutting the, as‘,t\', un-| paked enamel, has easy-gliding runners
du Pont de Nemours & Co. (Inc.)s born grass. 1(; a}t‘\y piece céf mac}}}ni‘ry that never.t:l:g! .:u:fl.o l\bl&v:son sale. f you protect it from the
Semesan Div., Wilmington 98, Del. |ever dese'ne the term “de luxe that NAWRAL“__GUAIAM“D —RODUCTS ravages of destructive
mower did. O(hcr(;i_lq ullvzlr. ncl\a"‘ )}{l(i;t-}-\RD sp;‘ink\et; are chewing insects with

o . TN the R -MASTE TND, that radiates

hink T'm crazy Or | a soaking SPray over a circle 52.60 ft. in

N~ STER that whitls misty

« suppose you t

something,” said mY husband trucu- diameter; - SIER that 0o
: S - spray soaking an area o= fr. in diameter;
10\'1[1)'. or was it a bit bnshfullyf AJl.STO-SPEA\'. which combines 3.way use
as hoze nozzle, jawn spray Of fixed target

See the complete line nOwW

1 think you're Wwon-
here quality

ant it. Noticing a|

garden sprinkler.
available at all good stores w
lawn supplies are sold.

The RIEGER MFG. Co., Miomisburg,o.

“No, darling,
derful.” And 1 me
familiar look in his eye, I knew that
he would have grass in our vard if it |
had to be grown on concrete blocks.
was busy. He

Cryolile is rec-

All that afternoon he
scraped and dug and leveled and bev- This Oriyt
ced. He pulverized and fertilized, - Greenhouse $349.50 ~ “'“";““'l""‘ by ";_*"‘." ﬂ!"i‘i“"(
. . eCLIO or C€as assem e
pausing briefly to read from a grass- O s ad 08 fws. 10 by 13 k. i _"“" B "'““‘l‘i" i
;:rower's guidc which he had proppvd Orlyt shown, is all ready to put up on many chewing insccts. = 5
& foundation prepare by you. Your cide, the natural cryolite, 18
up on the back fence. I had to call him l;nmf] heating system may l}c) c‘m"dﬁl used and endorsed by com-
P o . 3 or the greenhouse, ser Orlyt mod- 1 ’
twice before he came 1n to dinner, o = ;‘1'{\;5\,* Waite for Catalog. mercial growers everywhere.
but once at the table he consumed LORD & BURNHAM CO. It is safe and economical to
¢ his usual amount of food. | Irvington 5, N. Y. Des Plaines 5, Ill. use a?nd effectively ('m!lrnls the
- . ) Mexican Bean Beetle, Cucumber
Cabbage Worm,

nearly twic
And that night my grass-lover went
to bed not long after dinner.

He awakened me early the next
morning by announcing that he
thought he had some terrible disease.
His arms ached and his shoulder

Beetle,
Tomato Frui
Potato Beetle,
and many other chewing in-
sects. To millions of these
crop-devouring pests Kry-o-
cide is suicide. Ask for it now-
Y our local dealer has Straight

tworm., Colorado

Melon Worm

muscles were SOTe. As he described | Finest IRIS
his symptoms, a look of wonder | Send for free catalog listing 200 selected hr\mide for sprlvinu. Kry-o-
y . iris. Moderate prices. Send to sde D-5 £ Wood e
spread over his face. CARL SALBACH cide .50 for dusting and
«It’s been a long time since I was 655 Woodmont Ave. Berkeley 8, Calif- Kry-o-cide with copper for
—_— either dusting or spraying.
THOUSANDS IN USE!

down at the gym for a workout, or

Increase the value and

through propet landscaping .
BEFORE YOU BUILD or

\deas for
Your Home

—OR AS YOUR

Landscape Gardening offers
excellent opporrunitics A
graduate says, *1 finished the
course about two months ago
and now 1 average about

writes, "1 took

greatly ™
course ©
ment 1 ever made

NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INS
BROADWAY, LOS

Write
pEPT W, 756 SOUTM

from Coast to Coast

THE AMERICAN HOME,

pleasure of you

10 do Or supervise your own garden designing.
MODERNIZE

A Landscape Specialist
your course
to gain new ideas. 1 profited
nd consider your
be the best invest-

TITUTE

ANGELES 4

played golf or anything,” he said, be-
tween groans. “You don’t suppose 1

t much exercise just

actually got tha
putting in a little grass seed, do you?” . e - e Trim
Remembering how he had looked the 0r|gali=‘ll| E‘:tc tYr(‘o::llel‘:qgl g eT : e ZT::
day before, spading, raking, crawling 's‘ v ther, T Ti Faster! o
around on his hands and knees, and moother, Ten | imes aster: Cuts e 51
. o 5 even throughmugh‘-;m.thus.lcavmg:\ smoot! D“
later spreading fertilizer with all the (;.hlc-ﬂntherd)ucgouxll‘lﬁl}l:(;ug g&!ol’é»wcrgllong ‘“
ahs 3 —— ’ ol cutter-bar DO S TH K. Easy to
ab.mdon of a ('11'3(\.'1'5 thrower, 1“'5(11(‘ do th(:ling.rpuqding. fancy shaping. inyr(u 6 p‘o
that I thought it was barely possible. | motor. Plugs in light socket. Weighs only 61bs. : with 5% DDT
That night one of those gentle SKILSAW, INC. A now product specially do-
5033 Elston Ave. signed for home gardeners
and now available at yeur

and a few days later, .
up. Not pale, sickly Chicago 30
glossy
would

spring rains fell
BOb‘S grass was dealer in 1 Ib. shaker-type
grass either, but thick, green, cans and 3 Ib. bags.
and well rooted. 1 thought that
PENNSYLVANIA SALT

satisfy him, but he still wore 2
thwarted and melancholy expression

Then, one morning
after breakfast when he walked out
in the yard to look at the grass—
which was all there was to look at

that puzzled me.
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Thank World-Famous Surgeon
and a Renowned Chemist for

THIS NEWER, SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLE OF FEMININE HYGIENE

No other type Liquid Antiseptic-Germicide for
the douche of all those tested is
So Powerful yet So Safe to Delicate Tissues!

Modern, well-informed women realize
how important douching three or four
times a week often is to intimate
feminine cleanliness, charm, marriage
happiness—how important douching is
to combat one of woman's most serious
deodorant problems,

But there are still a shocking number
of women who do not know WHAT to put
in the douche. AND THIS IS SO VERY
IMPORTANT!

Wise Women No Longer Use
Old-Fashioned Methods

Thanks to a world-famous Surgeon and
a renowned Chemist who have given the
world the remarkable ZONITE PRINCIPLE
—vise womenno longer use old-fashioned
ineffective or dangerous products.

The zonNITE principle developed by
these two great men of science was truly
a miracle—the first antiseptic-germicide
in the world that was powerful enough

Lonite

FOR NEWER

For f{rank

physical facts—mail this coupon to
Zonite Products, Dept. AH-76, 370
" Lexington Ave., New York 17, N. Y.,

yet non-poisonous and wouldn't injure
the most delicate tissues.

All Drugstores — No Prescription

Doctors have found that zoNI1TE'S power-
ful strength and safety to delicate tissues
make it of great worth for intimate
feminine hygiene,

ZONITE actually destroys and removes
odor-causing waste substances. Helps
guard against infection. It's so power-

Jully effective no germs of any kind tested

have ever been found that it will not
kill on contact. You know it's not always
possible to contact all the germs in the
tract. BUT YOU CAN BE SURE ZONITE
immediately kills every reachable germ
and keeps them from multiplying.

Yet despite its great strength—ZzoONITE
is positively non-poisonous, non-irritai-
ing, non-burning. You can use ZONITE
as directed as often as needed without

risk of injury.

FREE!

discussion of intimate

and receive enlightening ¥rREE booklet

since the removal of the rock pile— |

he said, “What are those yellow things
over there in the K—'s garden?”

“Jonquils.”

“And that bluey-purple stuff?”

“Sweet william, the wild kind.”

“They look real pretty together,
don’t they?”

I swallowed my astonishment and
merely said, “Yes.”

Several days later Bob announced
that he had decided that with all the
dirt we had in our yard, it was a
shame not to grow a little something
besides grass, and that he'd bought a
few seeds, just a mere fifteen or
twenty packets, for a start. The first
batch he planted so firmly and with
such zeal that they didn’t come up at
all. And in the meantime our neigh-
bor’s garden grew apace and Bob
watched it jealously. When Mr. K—'s
tulips bloomed, Bob said he'd kind of

| like to have a few tulips. Then the

peonies came on and Bob wondered
if it was any trick to grow peonies.
And those white lilies with a wonder-
ful smell; and those tall spikes with
purple, dusty blue and pink flowers
on 'em . ., . delphiniums? Is that
what they are? O.K. Write down del-
phiniums.

Then the roses started to bloom.
T'll always think it was the roses that

did it. The Paul’s Scarlet Climber on’

the white garage, the hybrid teas, the
big white roses that looked like gar-
denias, the yellow roses on the picket
fence. Anyway . . .

“If only we had more room,” Bob ‘
said, one day. “Maybe, with the baby |

growing up and all, we ought to kind
of start looking around for a house to
buy . . . you know, one with a little
more ground. . ..”

Yes, I knew, and sure enough we
moved that fall, just in time to get
the peony roots in, also the tulip,
narcissus, and lily bulbs, some rose
bushes, and a dozen or so other shrubs
and small trees that Bob bought in
a fervor of planting. I wish I could
tell you that all went well with the
garden, but I can't. If there was a
plague, a blight, an insect or a disease
that did not visit our growing things,
I do not know what it is. But we
licked them, all of them, in time. As
Bob advanced, the pests retreated.
Nothing could have withstood him.

Then the news went around that
the Ancient and Honorable Society of
Moles would hold its annual conven-
tion in our back yard. They opened

ARE YOU GOING TO MOVE?

If you wait until you actually move before
adyvising us or the Post Office, copies of THE
AMERICAN HOME will continue to go to your
former address and the Post Office will notify
you to send postage fo have the magazine
forwarded. Because of scarcity of copies we
cannot duplicate copies to new address.

Please notify us at least thirty days before
you move, telling us the date you will move

BASEMENT

SOLVAY
AIR-DRYETTE,'

and
SOLVAY*
CALCIUM

CHLORIDE
Limited supply
available . . . for
absorbing excess
dampness from the *pia,
air. Original patented U 5. PAT. OFF.
unit insures quick results. Cuts losses
from rust, mold, mildew, warping. Easy
to use, inexpensive, compact. Thousands
in use., Sold with SOLVAY Calcium
Chloride. Not available on West Coast.
K\Nriu‘ today for descriptive literature to

SOLVAY SALES CORPORATION
Dept. 142-7, 40 Rector St., New York 6, N. Y. /

MU-COL gives joyous
tired tender feet, aching from
fatigue, Easy to use—wonder-
| fully refreshing, Free Sample.
DEFT. AH-T76.
THE MU-COL CO., Buffalo 3, N. Y.

Doctor's Relief Acts
INSTANTLY!

The instant you put Dr. Scholl’s Zino-
pads on bunions or enlarged, tender
Joints, painful
pressure is lift-
ed. Soothing,
cushioning, pro-
tective. Cost
but a trifie. Sold
everywhere.

Dr Scholls Zino-pads
"PERSPIRING

Say goodbye to
clammy dis-

« comfort of
sweaty stockings
% and offending foot

)

odor. Sprinkle
Allen’s Foot-Ease on
feet and in shoes. Really
effective for absorbing
perspiration, neutralizing
odor, besides giving such gublime comfort
to hot, weary feet. 256¢ —36¢ —50¢. At all
druggists or send for FREE sample. Write
Allen’s Foot-Ease, Suite 17, P. 0. Box 156,
Buffalo, New York.

ALLEN’S FOOT-EASE

A

Kills the fleas
QUICKLY!

Keeps others off
for days!

Still 25¢ and 50¢

o,

SCOTT WATER PU

DRAINS Washing Machines,
. Tubs, Cellars, Etc.

No parts to get out of
order. Eliminates serv-
ice Is. Can also be

call
used for filling with hot

water.
BLACK
tubing resists
scalding water.
Approved “Good

or cold
Special

and be sure to tell us your old address as
well as the new address. If you can send us

" edited by several eminent Gynecologists. Housckeeping.”

:/f’”[.,?l}le é]f[kﬂe( e » the lubel from an old copy 1t will belp. Special price $2.50 F.0.B. (3 Ibs.)
e e i iiiorion Winsn: agnliie SCOTT PUMP CO., Depl. 13, Rochester, N. Y.
e e —— | 55 Fifth Avenve, New York 3, N. v. | BRILISIENI WLV 4 (UK
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(VAR—NAY—DOE)#

c:' WAR BORN SENSATION!

’

COMPLETE CIRCULATION
NOBUZL
NOBLAST

NOBOTHER

VORNADOFAN
gives seven fimes
more circulation
at no greater
blade speed —
one demanstration
of VORNADOFAN
proves ordinary
“'fans"' obsolete!
Light and eco-
nomical — VOR-
NADOFAN is the
superb, new way
to cool summer
comfort,

DIVISION OF ;

O. A. SUTTON CORPORATION
WICHITA, KAN.

FALSETEETH

KLUTCH holds them tighter

KLUTCH forms a comfort cushion; holds dental
plates so much firmer and snugger that one can
eat and talk with greater comfort and security:;
in many cases almost as well as with natural
teeth, Klutch lessens lhe constant fear of a drop-
ping, rocking, chafing p! uxc 25¢ and 50c at drug-
gists, ... XYy t hasn’t it, don’t waste
send us 10c and we will
mail you a generous trial box. © 1. p. INC.

ox 4659-G, ELMIRA, N. Y

SEE YOUR
DEALER

A game of indoor and outdoor skill
for the whole family. 10 Pro.-type,
10x3 inch rock maple, lacquered
pins; 2 balls; 10 pegs; indoor lay-
out pattern; score pad—only $12.95
at your dealer, or F.0.B. BERG CO.
Madison 4, Wis. FREE FOLDER.

NEW SECURITY PLAN

#~HOSPITAL

& DOCTOR BILLS

PROTECTS YOU | PoLiCY PAYS

IN CASE OF Hospital Room and
SICKNESS or | 5 Mt
ACCIDENT i $6.00

ANY HOSPITAL, ANY DOCTOR Doctor Visits In
Case of Accident

Vpl:{( s3-00
COSTS Surgical Operations
- 0" ’ $150.00

In case of sickness or mc-
cident, au may go lu any
annih in the U. 8. or Accident
Canada under any Doctor s

care. WE PAY YOUR | Per

wek $25.00

Accidental Death

%$2000.00

Physical
Dismemberment

%s2000.00

Mnnﬂﬂcanon
X Service

Time Lost from
Work In Case of

cordance with Policy Pro-
visions.

INDIVIDUAL or FAMILY

You are eligible for this
fow cost Protection from
birth to age 70 . With-
out medical examination.
The famous North Ameri-
can Plan is sold_direct at
@ saving to you. The Com-
pany is under the supers

vision of the Insurance

Du.l‘nsrémesntk BE PRE. J Up losloo 00
! Sickness and ac- L=

cident strike A Service

sure now! Send 1or"1ru
dcmuls 'lt once. No Agent
w 5

FREE!

s10.00
MAIL COUPON

l IOITI AMERICAN MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY |
Dept. AHG-7 Wilmington, Delaware i
I Please send me, without obligation, details
' about your ‘3c A Day Hospitalization Insur- l
ance Plan,”
I DRING v 5: v a siass o mmmmmiviol M i0lan'e 0 3101 l
| Address. '

| City....—~ e State. .
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their solemn conclave one night in
the bed of annuals and by the next
morning our seedlings were dry and
withered, each perched on its private
little Mount Olympus. Although Bob
insisted that it ought to be a cinch to
catch a mole, the moles apparently
had other ideas. For no matter where
my mighty hunter set traps the moles
managed to elude him. Bob took to
gazing wistfully at the stuffed moose
head he had mounted over his desk
in the study and remarking that it
was darned funny that a man could
stalk a stag and shoot him but he
couldn’t catch a little mole. I don’t
know how the moles looked all this
time, but I do know that Bob wore a
distinctly hunted look as the creatures
vontinued to do their spring plow-
ing. Then Bob made his first catch
and I actually believe he seriously
considered having the little creature
stuffed and giving it the position of
honor above the moose. (Incidentally,
I am convinced that Bob must have
caught the newly elected president of
all the moles, for immediately the
burrowing ceased and our back yard
resumed its normal contours.)

After the mole episode came a rainy
spell when everything washed out.
Next came a dry spell when every-
thing dried up. And finally came the
rabbits. A lesser man would have
given up, but, as Bob said, it takes a
really “rugged” man to be a gar-
dener. Although I didn’t tell him so,
I agreed with him! For it took a
really “rugged” man to drag in those
slabs that he used for the stepping
stones. It took some brains, as well
as the well-known brawn, to terrace the
bank so our good black dirt wouldn’t
wash down into the neighbor’s garden
(the way it did the first year). It
took a strong back and an iron will
to grub out the crab grass brought on
by a trial of ill-advised top-dressing
of part of the lawn with coarse stable
manure. And it took patience to wait
for the winter to pass and the spring
to come again so he could correct the
mistakes of the year before. More
than that, it took imagination and
enthusiasm to experiment with new
flowers, new colors and new group-
ings. And likewise, a sense of humor
when Janie followed her daddy, dig-
ging up the new tulip bulbs as fast
as he put them in!

I suppose I could go on at con-
siderable length, but it all adds up
to this: take a rugged sort of fellow
to begin with; add some brains, some
patience, some imagination and en-
thusiasm and a sense of humor; sea-
son the mixture with experience (eight
years of it come this fall!), and give
it a bit of garden to ripen in—and
you'll get my idea of an “ideal” man.

The Emergency Food Collection on
behalf of UNRRA needs your aid. Both
foods canned in tin and money to buy
food are sought. All of it will be
distributed free to starving victims
overseas. Take your contribution to
your foed collection depot, or if more
convenient, send your check or money
order to Emergency Food Collection,
100 Maiden Lane, New York 7, N. Y,

7 out or 10 TISSUE USERS sAY

Of all brands
[ like Kleenex

29

One tissue stands® far ahead of all
other brands in public preference
. and that one tissue is Kleenex!
In a certified nation-wide poll of
thousands of tissue users, 7 out of
every 10 went on record to say:
“Of all tissues, I like Kieenex best!”
7 out of 10. Such overwhelming
preference shows there must be a
real difference between Kleenex
Tissues and other brands. A special
process used only for Kleenex keeps
this tissue luxuriously soft, depend-
ably strong. That’s why others can’t
be ““just like Kleenex.”
And only Kleenex of
gives you the handy Serv-a-Tissue

all tissues

*T. M. Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.

MORE KLEENEX

being made than ever before.

So keep asking for it!

Box. Yes,

you pull a tissue and have the next

only with Kleenex can

one pop up ready for use.

So keep asking for Kleenex—
America’s favorite tissue. Each and
every month there’ll be more and
more Kleenex Tissues for

you,
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Margie was

"\; Maddened

>
by Meat!

MEATS never turned into fancy left-
overs for Margie (sliced of diced all
the time. NO MIXER!)

SO she got an old hand grinder—
and it squeezed and mashed while she
cranked and groaned. She went back

to meats sliced and diced.

BUT now she serves meat loaf, hash,

hamburger, croquettes, meat balls and
patties—and her meat management is
miraculous. (Right mixer! KiITCHENAID!)

Make sure this time——sce KiTcHENAID
before you buy. KiTcHENAID costs a few
dollars more, granted. But see what
those few dollars buy. Things like ex-
clusive Planetary Action for recipe fi-
delity, ten speeds, more power for
every job without “power boosters,”
Hobart-guaranteed quality. Still a
little hard to get, but it’s a happy
kitchen that’s going to get one!

&
Ttchen 7%%
The Hobart Manufacturing Co.

The KitchenAid Division, Troy, Ohio
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Morris Fishbein, M.D.

Editor Journal of the
American Medical Association

Ruth Alexander Nichols

The Baby in Summer

0\'('1-: great numbers, of babies, nursed
successfully at the breast during their first summer, died
during the second summer because of infection from
contaminated food, water, or milk. Mothers believed
that the second summer was somehow destined to be fatal
to babies. Now we know that summer is no more dan-
gerous than any other season of the year for a baby that
is properly protected against infection, properly fed with
food and drink that is clean, properly clothed to meet
the heat, bathed often and given sunlight and rest.

roob. Children do not require quite as much food in
summer as in colder weather. With very small babies the
concentration of the feeding is lessened by adding more
water. The total amount of the feeding of older babies
may be reduced one fifth to one sixth. In hot weather
babies need more liquids because of increased evapora-
tion of water from the surface of the body.

The food of the child in summer should contain less
fat because fats are particularly heat producing foods.
If the baby is receiving eight ounces of whole milk at
each feeding, the strength of the mixture may be changed
by adding two ounces of boiled water to six ounces of
whole milk. Of course, the mother who is being guided
by her own doctor will follow his advice. The intelli-
gent mother consults the doctor at frequent and regular
intervals about the care and feeding of her baby. That
is good sound preventative medicine.

The first signs that the baby may be having difficulty
with food are such symptoms .as diarrhea and vomiting.
When this occurs, all food should be stopped immedi-
ately, the physician should be consulted, and plenty of
plain boiled water given until the symptoms stop: Then
milk diluted with half to two thirds of the amount with
plain boiled water may be used. Remember also that
milk must be kept in the refrigerator. In summer it is
safer for the health of the baby to boil all milk even
if it has been pasteurized. Boiling will more certainly

destroy any harmful germs that may be in the milk.

CLOTHING. A baby is much more sensitive to high tem-
perature than is an older child or adult. Babies should
never be overclothed, particularly in summer. In very
hot weather the thinnest type of cotton undervest and
diaper are sufficient. If the child is wearing too much
clothing his skin will be constantly moist, soft, easily
macerated, and therefore subject to irritation and in-
fection. During cool mornings and evenings the baby
should be protected against chilling. Sudden chilling is
associated with congestion in the nose and throat and
with colds. During cooler periods of the day additional
clothing may be used and the baby may be protected
with a light blanket. If the child is going to play out-
doors, he may be put in a playpen with a floor. The
child should not play on the bare ground but may be
kept on a blanket, a rug, or a large towel.

BATHING. On hot days the baby should have his morn-
ing bath and usually one at night also. In fact, the baby
may be refreshed by bathing several times during the
day. If everything is in order for the purpose, this will
take only a few extra minutes of the mother’s or the
nurse’s time. The best time for the bath is just before
the second morning feed'ng. Never bathe a baby until
at least one hour after his feeding has been completed.

When undressing the baby, clothing should be drawn
off over the feet rather than over the head. The reason
for doing this has little to do with the baby’s physical
health but is concerned instead with his mental health.
A poll taken among leading specialists in the care of
babies failed to reveal a single instance of infection of
the nose or eyes from pulling garments over the head.
However, this may frighten the child, and there is al-
ways the risk of twisting his arms or head when the
neck band is too tight. As the soiled clothes are re-
moved, they should be deposited in the container that
is kept in a handy place and used only for them.
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Do they follow this important health rule?

This chart shows the vitamins
you get from a breakfast of
cereal with milk, butt=red toast,
and an egg. Without orange
juice, even this substantial
breakfast falls way short in
vitamin C. That's true of most
foods, and this is the very reason
why health authorities say we
should get our full daily share
of vitamin C at breakfast.
Oranges are your best practical
source of C. So—

Without California orange
juice, breakfast supplies this
much of day's vitamin needs:

With California orange

juice, breakfast supplies this
muchof day’s vitamin needs:

TULL DAILY QUOTA

TULL DAILY QUOTA

Start with California orange
juice. Besides supplying many
added health values, it fills your
day’s quota of vitamin C.
You need C every day to fight
fatigue and infection, protect
teeth and gums,
and keep feeling young.
Enjoy California orange juice
every morning —even when
you have other fruit. There's
no brighter, cheerier, more
delicious way to start the day.

Juicy Small Oranges! Thase plentiful small oranges are extra sweet and juicy. Buy a big bag full and save!

ORANGE TIME-SAVERS!

For a quick and tcm.pting salad simply
combine sliced oranges with other fruits
(fresh or canned) and crisp greens.
For a healthful lunch box dessert include
an easy-to-peel Sunkist Orange.

Free Orange Recipe Book!

Has 102 tempting recipes. Write to Sunkist,
Dept. 2107, Los Angeles 55, California.

Sunkist

CALIFORNIA ORANGES

BEST FOR JUICE — and Svery wie/

Sunkist Oranges are the finest

from 14,500 cooperating California

and Arizona citrus growers.
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The mother will have assembled
the materials that are to be used for
the baby’s bath so that they will be
readily available. The baby should be
bathed in a room with a temperature
of around 80°F. in winter, and the
temperature of the water varies ac-
cording to the age of the baby. Up
to three months of age water of 100°
F. is used. Then the temperature is
gradually reduced to 95°F.; and after
a year 90°F. is considered satisfactory.

The baby is placed in four or five
inches of water in the tub. Mothers
should be careful never to add hot
water to the water when the baby
is in tub. Far too many babies are
seriously burned by carelessness in
this regard. Very small babies should
be sponged with a piece of ab-
sorbent cotton or a soft washcloth
wrung out of warm water. Soap

| should be applied only to the body

and not to the face. The skin of the
face is tenderer than that of the rest
of the body and therefore usually
chaps more easily unless care is taken.

Begin the bath by applying soapy
water sparingly to the body of the
baby from the neck down, washing
the creases and folds carefully. A
well-soaped baby is hard to handle,
and mothers must be especially care-
ful not to let the baby fall when re-
moving him from the tub to the table.
The safest method is to hold the
baby by one shoulder and one thigh,
with the weight resting on the
mother’s arms. Even when a baby is
able to sit up, he should never be
left alone in a tub of water. The
soapy water is rinsed from the body
of the baby with a soft cloth. Then
the: baby is removed from the tub,
wrapped in a bath towel and dried
on the table or in the mother’s lap.
Drying is accomplished by patting
the skin dry with a clean, dry towel.
Special care must be given to remov-
ing all moisture from folds and
creases in the skin. If these portions
of the body are thoroughly dried
and powdered, secondary inflamma-
tions and irritations called intertrigo
are not likely to occur. If the body
creases look inflamed or red, oil may
be applied after drying and powder-
ing discontinued for the time being.

When sponging the child, a solu-
tion of one teaspoonful of baking
soda to a pint of water helps to pre-
vent irritation of the skin. The bran
bath is also a helpful preventative
of prickly heat. A large handful of
bran added to the water will serve
the purpose. The baby should not
have a cold bath even in exceedingly
warm weather. A lukewarm bath is
just as cooling. After the skin of the
baby is dry, it may be powdered
liberally with any of the many good
baby powders. Then the child can
be dressed in his sun suit or in a
light cotton undervest and diaper and
play under suitable conditions until
time for his nap later in the day.

SUNLIGHT AND FRESH AIR. Sun-
shine is not only beneficial but ab-
solutely essential to healthful growth.
However, sunlight, like every other
influence on health, has possibilities
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“They call me Brown Eyed Susan.
I am a sweet girl, with considerabl
chic. I'll brighten your table

and you will never tire of me, at
breakfast, luncheon or dinner.”

Brown Eyed Susan belongs to the
aristocratic California Vernonware family
America’s finest line of semi-porcelains.

VERNON KILNS
2300 East 52nd Street, Los Angeles 11, Califo

..................
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MAKE THEM with DUFF'S
for QUICK-EASY MEALS
Perfect warm-weather meal
, .. waffles topped with
grilled bacon, tomato slices,

and a creamy rarebit sauce.

67%21 é;wrm&': QM

Serve crisp wedges of cheese
waffles with fresh garden salad,

s wi alad.
or pecan waffles with fruit salac

-

S

TOMATO JUICE
COCKTAIL

To each 8-ounce cup add a dash
of salt and a teaspoon of Lea &
Perrins Worcestershire. A sure way
to whet appetites! For tangy Lea
& Perrins adds “zip"”— enriches
flavor! Delicious in seafood cock-
tails, soups, meats, fish. Use in
kitchen and at wable to make
meals more appealing!

FREE Recipe Book. Write Lea & Perrins, Inc.
241 West St., New York 13, N. Y., Dept. 7A,

A favorite for
over 100 years

m& PERRINS
Sance

THE ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE
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of harm with overdosage. I have
seen children seriously sick with red-
ness and blistering of the skin, fever
and even delirium and prostration
from too much exposure to the sun.

On hot summer days the best
hours for airing the baby outdoors
are in the morning and late in the
afternoon. Usually, exposure of the
child should be restricted to five
minutes of reflected sunshine. Do not
put the child in the direct rays of
the hot sun. Gradually the amount
may be increased by two minutes
daily until the baby is receiving from
one-half to one hour of exposure to
reflected sunshine each day. Older
children, suitably dressed in sun suits
or play suits, may play in the sun-
shine for a longer time. Children
seldom suffer from sunstroke because
most of them have sense enough to
get away from the sunshine when
it begins to be uncomfortable. Many
a grown person falls asleep or dozes
on a beach while the sun insidiously
burns and blisters the skin. Gradual
acquiring of a sun tan helps to pre-
vent sunburn and blistering.

TRAVEL WITH THE BABY. The best
advice about traveling with the baby
is not to do if unless it is absolutely
necessary. But, of course, most moth-
ers will travel anyway. I see them
on the trains and even the airplanes
with tiny infants in baskets. Porters |
wander up and down the aisles carry-
ing bottles of formula which were put
in the refrigerator of the dining car
when the trip began. Mothers make
up large amounts of the formula—
sometimes enough for two or three
days—and hope the refrigerator will
keep it safe for the baby until the
end of the trip. Some mothers even
take a chance without refrigeration.
Such hazards often result in serious

illnesses and hardships for the child. |§

The chief risks of travel are the
difficulties of controlling temperature,
food, and water. Next is the hazard
of exposing the child to contact with
great numbers of people who may be
infected, or who may be carrying in-
fections easily transmitted to babies.
Finally, there is the danger of dust
and accidents of many kinds.

When traveling, mothers relax their
discipline and are likely to give the
child anything he asks for or any-
thing convenient to keep the child
g=iet. This means exposure to alt
sorts of undesirable foods and play-
things. The child, who may soil
himself, is allowed to go for longer
periods of time without changing.
Bathing or even sponging is inconven-
ient, if not impossible. Flies and in-
sects get access to the baby and
cause discomfort or even infection.
Think twice before traveling very far
or very much with the baby at any
time, and particularly in the summer.

Note: Dr. Fishbein will answer per-
sonally and free of charge questions
on child care. Address letters to him
¢/o THE AMERICAN HoME, 444 Madi-
son Avenue, New York 22, N. V.
Letters should be accompanied by a
stamped, self-addressed enmvelope.
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0t w&a/oz cakis...

The glistening, streamlined KROMEX Kakover”
on your table is an eye-catching beauty that's
a compliment to your good taste in serving
ware. And such wonderfully practical beauty!
The KROMEX Kakover” protects the delicate

flavor of your delicious desserts . . . keeps them

oven fresh from first slice to last

Only the KROMEX Kakover® “locks”
the freshness in. The top fits snugly into
the grooved plate to keap moisture in,
air out. Be sure to ask for KROMEX,
Available soon in angel cake size.
Wherever housewarss and gifts are sold

*Row U R Par OF
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ENDURINGLY BEAUTIFUL
Also—KROMEX Streamlined Bun Warmer, Kasserole, Vegetable Kasserole
and Server, Cookie Sheet, Frigitor

Cleveland 15, Ohio
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SWELTER; melt’er!” That’s a certain small boy’s
description of July, the hot, fast-beating heart of midsummer. Yet
we can be cool in spite of stifling humidity and sizzling sunlight. The
best way to achieve this is from within, by quietness of mind and
by proper food and drink. Throughout these torrid weeks you can
serve chilled main meals—as cool and refreshing to taste and sight as
water cress growing in a mountain brook. Such cold dinners, luncheons
and suppers can be as satisfying as the heaviest hot meals.

One of the sweetest bounties of summer is its seasonal fruit. At
this moment peaches, plums, berries, cherries and other orchard delights
are begging to be picked from tree and vine. Bananas, scarce for so
long, are a little less so now. And don’t forget our year-long stand-
by, the citrus group, with oranges as the winner of every handicap,
bless them. Canned or frozen grapefruit segments are as popular now
as the fresh fruit is in winter and spring. Fruit juices such as pine-
apple, grapefruit and grape juice are available in cans or in bottles.
Rings of lemon and lime are used to garnish salads and drinks and
every drop is squeezed out as a dressing. Mint is summer’s own garnish
for all fruits and every family with a pocketful of soil can have
mint. It adds flavor as well as beauty to salads and drinks:

Summer catering would indeed be poverty stricken without another
noble food, gelatin, the holder together of so many delectable treats.
These can be prepared in the morning and put in the refrigerator until
the moment they are to be served.

And now that precious gift without which we could not enjoy the
food and drinks which make summer heat endurable—ice itself. Use
it liberally all summer. Put blocks of ice in party punch, the size
depending, of course, on the size of the bowl. Use plenty of crushed
or chipped ice in cold drinks. When serving ice cream put the platter

Pe

Glassware, courtesy of Combridge Gloss Company. Photograph by F. M. Demares?

Eat, Drink and be Cool

Julia Bliss Joyner




BERRY ICE CREAM

that’s smoother, smoother, smoother!

HERES THE SECRET OF
SPEEDY, EXTRA-SMOOTH
" FROSTINGS, CANDIES,
44 PIE FLLNGS!

It’s EAGLE BRAND, which is the original
Sweetened Condensed Milk, made to
meet Borden’s high standards of quality!
A creamy-smooth blend of sweet, whole
milk and sugar. Best helper a cook ever
had.

Keep it on your pantry shelf! Save
yourself time. Insure perfect results. Get
the Book of Magic Recipes.

FREE! Send penny post card with name
and address to Borden’s, Dept. AH-76,
350 Madison Avenue, New York 17,N.Y.

©Borden Co.
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or dishes on which it is served on a
larger one of crushed ice.

“I just couldn’t get through ‘dog
days’ without iced tea and coffee,” we
hear people exclaim as they sip these
friendly drinks along with food,
whether hot or cold. It is important
to make both these beverages strong
enough to endure the diluting that
necessarily results from melting ice.
Powdered coffee and decaffeinated
coffee may also be used for the iced
drink. Directions are on package.

In all this coolness you must avoid
the shivers. Don’t forget that at
every cold meal in summertime you
should serve one hot item—whether
soup, beverage or vegetables.

VITALOX

makes rich, brown
beef gravy . ..
without meat!
Try it!

even

At your next luncheon party serve
lemon, lime or orange ice in iced
tea. Put it in ot the last minute

Concentrated beef

juice with vegetable

seasonings.
Recipes on
Every Bottle

Small paper cups may be used for
freexing fruit salad or mousse.
Fill and put in the freezing tray

Thao
NET weianr

ann
3 ouncES

THE SANDWICH SPREAD
OF THE NATION

: won't always

Save sugar by sweetening cream for
berries and fruit with honey. Add

AAAA

sugar and vanilla for iced coffee

be as scarce
as it is
today!

Meanwhile

JUST GRIN
and

SPREAD IT THIN

All the tools yow will need for
making cool drinks are assembled

in this compact Johmar Ice Caddy
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Cream of Corn Soup * Fish Salad Mold * Asparagus - Egg Mold

* Jellied Chicken Loaf Salad Dressing Olives Somntoes Radishes Cabbage Slaw Sour Cream Dressing

Potato Chips : Sliced Tomatoes
Oatmeal Muffins
Rye Bread Hot Corn Muffins

Fresh Blueberry Pie * Fresh Fruit Cup

Fresh Berries with Honey Cookies

Iced Coffee or Tea Hot Coffee or Tea : Hot Coffee or Tea
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¢ jellied chicken loaf
¢ asparagus —egg mold
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Spinach Soufflé

Glazed Carrots with Mint Fresh Corn
Baked Potatoes

*Fruit Cheese Ring Marshmallow Dressing

Iced Coffee or Tea

* Shrimp Appetizer
Roast Chicken Cream Gravy
Lima Beans Swiss Chard
Green Salad
* Berry Sherbet in Meringue Rings
Iced Coffee or Tea

+ party punch

Hot Consommé
* Fruit Plate Cottage Cheese
Salad Dressing
Popovers
Baked Custard Chocolate Sauce
Iced Coffee or Tea

¢ fruit plat

e
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Mieys dusting offi the lug-
gage! Studying the timetables! Get-
ting out her vacation togs, sun glasses
and swim suit! That rings the July
party bell. Seize the chance to give
Mary the best, bouncing send-off the
neighborhood can remember, for this
is strictly a traveling summer, and the
first trip in four or five years deserves
to be on the party honor list. Here's
a traveler’s party that is purposely
adaptive, and will give the hostess
opportunity to toss in a lot of her own
original ideas for jolly surprises.

The invitation, as illustrated, can
be slipped inside a card made to re-
semble a traveling bag. Add the date,
the hostess’ address, and send it out
to Mary’s intimate friends.

How to decorate for a party like
this? The toyshop or the neighbor
kids will have everything you want.
If Mary is going by plane, you'll use
toy airplanes. Hang some by wire, as
though in flight. Place others on land-
ing strips on the bookcase or mantel.
Use one for a centerpiece, the land-
ing strip flanked by grassy coping and
a surrounding fence. Pile the favors
in a luggage cart. This will be wheeled
from place to place on the table, and
each guest will remove a piece of
luggage. If each gift is wrapped in a
brown package tied with cord or
twine, it will look more realistic.

If the trip is to be by water, you
can use a Jake scene for a centerpiece.
Fill a baking dish with water for the
lake, and set a small ship in it. Set
the dish on a tray, on which you can
construct a beach of clean white sand,
sloping down to a fringe of grass.

An automobile trip calls for autos,
filling station, and toys associated
with motoring. Centerpiece is a park-
ing lot, filled with a collection of

Whether it's a rail, bus, boat or plane
trip, give the traveler a rousing send-off!

THe AMERICAN HowmeE, JuLry, 1946

amusing little automobiles. Landscape
the lot with shrubbery-edged drives.
Shrubs can be made from tiny twigs
of cedar set in whitewashed thread
spools for an attractive parkway.

Rent the electric train from Junior
next door, if your guest of honor is
to travel by rail. You can make an
amusing centerpiece using the toy
train, erecting a station stop sign
bearing the name of Mary's desti-
nation, be it city or resort,

For entertainment, divide your
guests into two groups to answer the
question, “Where is she going, and
what will she see?” For this you will
need to hang a world map on the wall,
also provide common pins. A player
from the first group, goes to the map,
sticks a pin in it at random. That’s
one point Mary will visit. Now a
player from the second group goes to
an Information Bureau, set up on a
table, where she draws, by means of
a string, an object from a covered
box. She hangs this on the pin the
first player has placed, as something
Mary will see there. Articles in the
box may range all the way from a
Mexican jumping bean to a picture
of Frank Sinatra. As the tour pro-
gresses, the director marks the route

Edna M. White

with a blue pencil line, so when it is
finished all may see how widely trav-
eled Mary is going to be. Can’t you
hear them shriek with laughter when
they learn she is going to see nylon
stockings on the island of Guam?

To answer the question, “What will
she hear?”, ask one of the guests to
play musical selections descriptive of
the country, such as Maryland, My
Maryland, California, Here I Come,
or Deep in the Heart of Texas, Or a
leader can imitate the dialects pecul-
iar to different sections of the coun-
try — Boston, Brooklyn, etc. The
team identifying the greatest number
of songs or dialects can be rewarded
with musical toys of various kinds
with which they can form a band
to serenade the traveler.

Of course, the answer to “What will
she take?” will be answered by Mary
herself. Present her traveling gifts
in a suitcase tied with lavish bow.

Luncheon can be served on trays,
airplane style, the guests going to the

buffet set up with a centerpiece and |

various ready-to-be-served dishes.

hes by Clare McCanna fote

PICNIC
without plenty of
HEINZ PICKLES?

Prepared from pedigreed
cucumbers, Hei ar
and fine spices!

|
|
|
|

Y S.Heinz India Relish is a peppy,
» zesty condiment that makes
hot dogs, hamburgers or just plain
sandwiches something super/

HEINZ

Pickles
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FREEZING LOCKER HELD ENOUGH FOR AN ARMY.’

Not enough for a whole army, Teen-ager, but

the big 40-1b. frozen food locker does hold enough
frozen foods for several weeks without interfering
with the 5 big ice cube trays—10 lbs. of large ice
cubes! That’s because the new streamlined 1947
Coolerator* is 409, larger than the typical pre-

war refrigerator—with more space for
foods, meats, big bottles and jugs, bulky

and fresh vegetable Crispolators. Plus genuine
y WAy
you desire. Look for the Coolerator at your

stainless steel shelves, interchangeable an

dealer’s now, or real soon.
Watch for the
COOLERATOR Flavor Saver

THE COOLERATOR COMPANY
Dept. A1-2, Duluth 1, Minnesota

*Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.

frozen
foods

4
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“"Say, Mary! Got

B!
ookt

cheddar cheese

Don’t be without
flavor solves more
that melts . . - spreads . -
Children love it on crackers and 1
etables. And it's sO gc.)od for
them—highly nourishmg .and
easy to digest. Two delicious
varieties: Golden Cheddar an.d
Pimento Pabst-ett. Pl‘ucmx
Pabst-ett Company, Chicago.
.
OTHER PHENIX PRODUCT.S
Phenix Bovillon Cubes ¢ Phenix
Process Cheeses * Phenix Cream

and Cheese Spreads (7 varieties)

*. PABST- gTT—The vdelicious ch

80

“Oh, Mom! Watcha
got to eat?”

"How about fixin' a
\ midnight snack?"

good menu ideas 2"

They'll all go for
Pabst-ett’s

flavor!

it! Pabst-ett's rich, mellow

than 100 menu Pmble
_slices « « «

any

cheddar cheese
ms. It’s 2 cheese food
toasts to perfection.

ir veg-
n tasty sauces on their veg

ddar cheese food!
T

PARTY [DEAS

YOUR art club having an out-
doors sketching party? For (able fa-
vors, make a small artist’s palette
from brown cardboard. Glue on
bright-colored gumdrops in the form
of a circle to represent paints. Place
a small cardboard standard on back
to hold it wupright. Small paste
brushes might accompany the favor.

Ay favor with a play ele-
ment will win the hearts of children
—they'll love spinning tops with
their names on them. Cut down small
wooden spools and paint in bright
colors. Sharpen dowel sticks and’in-
sert about 2” pieces through spool.
G'ue cardboard discs with names
brightly painted on them on top.
This will complete your top favors,
Place one of these at each table set-
ting—all ready to spin. Hold a con-
test to see which top spins the long-
st, and award prizes to the winners.

CLE\'ER favors for a baby
shower are pastel-colored cradles to
hold nuts or small candies at each
place setting. Cut the cradle from stiff
pink or pale blue cardboard, in rec-
tangular shapes 312” by 3”. Fold
through middle so that you have a
folded shape 3142” by 1%2”. Cut a slit
from folded edge to within 4” of
top. Cut rockers from cardboard—
a circle about the size of a small
tumbler. Cut circle in two and in-
sert cut, straight edge through the
slits in fold. Cradle may be deco-
rated with tiny flower designs, or
in any way you wish. Streamers of
pale pink or blue ribbon can be run
from each favor to a centerpiece of
pink roses or mixed pastel flowers.

/f/f/r yox a(f.:/'z'(ag
SeauSac ameer

/ /(,
MR gf I\ 0eos¢

. Every home needs this ef-
fective protection . . . food
and appliance covers made
by siiaL sac of the famous
Koroseal*; the waterproof,
odorproof material that re-
sists oils, grease, acids,

Soft, pliant, washable,
“;\

i P
P65

SEAL SAC INC, is the only firm

drich Coy,

authorized to make bowl
covers, food bags, and appli-
ance covers of Koroseal*,

In Notions and House Furnish-
ings depariments everywhere.

Look for the
SEAL SAC
“diamond™

ScaSne

DOES YOUR DOG
ITCH ? SCRATCH ?

DON'T BLAME FLEAS
«+« MANGE ...DIET!

If your dog or cat itches,
scratches continually, it's
probably not due to fleas, mange or diet.
2 to 1, it's FUNGITCH, grass-borne fungus in-
fection long a puzzle to science. It starts as an
itch followed by dandrufi-like scales or brownish-
edged sores \S’i(il mouldy odor. May start in ears,
on paws, underbody, tail or eyes
* gerious results——costly care—even total loss, ]
a_ noted specialist's discovery—Dr, Merrick's
SULFODENE-—applied externally, stops itching in
minutes ... clears up scales and sores in_a few
days. Only $1.00 in stores or order direct. Money
back if SULFODENE fails on your pet.
SULFODENE, BOXG-426, BROOKFIELD, ILL,

QrEZR SULFODENE

New—for homes! A sure cure
for condensation drip from cold water pipes.
Pliable, cork-filled NoDrip Tape eliminates
wet floors, makes idle space usable!

Quick, Clean, Easy to Wrap on—No tools
needed. Covers joints as well as straight pipes,
At hardware, dept. stores, lumberyards,
" Roll, enough for :125
7 feet of 14° L4

Higaer vost
FREE CIRCULAR

J. W. MORTELL CO.
524 Burch St. Kankakee, 111

pipe

[lockies a-d Canada

SCALES and HAMPERS
Wonth waa(‘q

DETECTO SCALES. INC., BROOKLYN, N.Y

FOLEY

FOOD
MILL

RECIPES

60 RECIPES 7indeuith GG Jroranoes
Food Mill to tempt the 5 e

appetite and add variety
to family meals. Enjoy
such dishes as Creole
Bean Soup, Pish Spencer,
Shepherd’s Pie, Potato
Doughnuts, Carrot Cook-
ies, Oatmeal Apple Crisp,
Pumpkin Bavarian Cream,
Apple Sauce, Tomato Juice.
Send 10c with coupon for
recipe booklet. FOLEY FOOD MILL at DEPT., HDWE.
stores. (Cannot ship Mill direct from factory.)

— s o e e e s e s S e
| FOLEY MFG. CO., 72 2nd SL, N, E, Minneapelis 13, Minn,
I enclose 10c 8 §oIn

for 60-recipe booklet, **VA«
RIETY in Food with the
FOLEY FOOD MILL."

Name.

| (Write address plainly in margin)
——— —— — ——
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/VOW . more Scof Towels
ﬁ%mewvéa&g/

® More being made...and larger
quantities going to dealers! Begin
now to make fuller use of these
towels you don’t have to wash!

ScotTowels cut down launder-
ing . . . save drudgery. Nothing
like them for draining bacon,

wiping up spills, clean-
ing grease from pans. [
Scott Paper Company,
Chester, Pa. [

Made Strong
o Work Hard! | q

Trade \1mk “‘ScotTowels””
Reg. U. 8. Pat. Off,

Cooked, Seasoned, Ready
in one pound jars

Tcndcr chicken meat, rich broth, pure egg
noodles, sweet peppers . . . blended by an old
Southern recipe. A dclicious summer meal
prepared in minutes. Keep several jars handy
in your pantry...
no refrigeration
needed. U. S. in-
spected for
wholesomeness.

OTHER MOCRTON'S

QUICK-FIX DINNERS

Chicken a la King
Noodle Chicken
Giblet Dinner

NOODLE CHI(KEN
DINNER

TRY THIS MENY
Morton's Noodie
Chicken Dinner o

hm Groon Paag

Tomat,
ond Cucumbn':m
Sponge Cake

* leed Tea,

QUICK FIX

DINNERS

THE AMERICAN HoMmE, Jury, 1946

Wk all consider it a real favor
when someone gives us a crackerjack
idea for making a party a success.
This one for a summer announcement
party for Tom and Sue’s engagement
is really out of the ordinary. It's
simple, intriguing, and humorous,
this clever, eye-winking announce-
ment. Make the eye shapes on the
fold of the paper, letter the breath-
taking news under the winking eye,
and tie with a bow of colored yarn.
All four ideas by Mrs. J. L. Clarke

I.\:VI’TATmN to an engagement
or bride-and-groom party can be cut
from sheets of yellow and blue con-
struction paper. Fold in alternate
colors, and cut in small sizes, scallop-
ing the edges. On the first inside page,
draw faces of bride and groom, and
print, “This is about. ., ...and..... it
with sketches in bet“ecn. On the
second page, sketch the back of a
car with shoes, tin cans and “Just

Married” signs, and print, “Soon
there will be this.” On the third,
write, “And this”: and sketch a sink

piled high with dishes. On the fourth
a rolling pin and the words “And

this”
faces
write,
next,
“And there’ll always be this.” On

again. On the fifth, sketch
of four tiny children, and
“And even this.” And on the
two hearts, with the words,

the following, write, “So we are giv-
ing a party to celebrate the,” fol-
lowed by sketch of engagement ring,
Sl g ” and on the next page,
sketch bride's face, write “and,”
then sketch groom’s face. On last page,
print time and place. If you cannot
sketch, use magazine cutouts.

« » «» Nancy Judd DeKoe

OUTDOOR GAMES......... PRICE 20¢

You can just unwrinkle that fur-
rowed brow and settle back with the
sure knowledge that you have that
Sunday picnic all planned. Our party
department l.as done all the thinking
and scurrying around for you, and
has just scores of ideas for swim-
ming games, relays, contests, even
some suggestions for ice cream tempt-
ers in this eight-page folder.

Send order and remittance to:
(no stamps please)
Dept. E, THE AMERICAN HOME
444 Madison Ave., New York 22, N. Y.

THE BOSCO KIDY

('(
“YOUR MILK, DUCKY!”

TR

: )
" swity swet
TASTING BOSCO!"
\ \’ ———

)

“WOW I'M AN IRON MAN!”

“1T’S EASY, FOLKS! | GET MY IRON
EVERY DAY (VITAMIN D, T00!)
FROM JUST 4 TEA-

SPOONS OF

CHOCOLATE-

FLAVORED

80SCO IN MY

DAILY

QUART
OF MILK.
WHAT A TREAT!”

Mo . u sar, 0e%

0S¢0
e

7 IRON : relative available
amounts in
. Spinach
" Raising  w
BOSCO




HERE’S the wax you’ve been
waiting for, ladies . , . LIN-X
Self-Polishing WAX —it’s
anti-slip, even when water is
spilled on it—proved by Un-
derwriters’ Laboratories!

And all you do is just wipe sy O ; g
it oni It dries in 20 minutes ' 2 Margaret Dellea Rizzie
to a hard, lustrous, real-wax : v
finish that’s a

Ji‘t)y rtoote?ft':!gi X qust admit that it was with a certain

3 Bonifies : : : amount of hesitation that I came to Syracuse to

: live with my husband in a trailer. But this was
somewhat nvercome when I got my first look at
our little “home to be.” After a couple of wisits,
I_became very curious about the whole thing, and
by the time we moved in, in February, I was en-
thusiastic about it all. After all, this was my first
opportunity to carry out my wish of becoming a.
good housekeeper as well as secretary to my stu-
dent husband, and a working girl, too.

Our trailer measures 7/ x 22/, A little less than
half of this is divided into the kitchen and dinette,
and the larger part, the combined living and bed-
room. There is ample storage space in the kitchen
above two of the three windows, over the stove,
e . and underneath the sinks and work shelf, also
LIN'x CREAM POL'S" o e - under the dinette seats. I found, after switching

: . | h - e things around, that foods and utensils that were
POLISHES BONE-DRY! : N . going to be in frequent use would have to be
E!f.‘il‘"cﬁ;nif P«I:l‘zlll:h::. e V i ! placed in the most accessible places. Consequently,
stores beauty to fine fur- L b
niture without tiresome s Robert J. Arnold
rubbing. It’s non-oily—
resists finger marks—

polishes to a hard, waxy,
gleaming surface.

Only 69¢pi.
LIN-X CLEAR-GLOSS

RESISTS BOILING WATER!
3 Iy For linoleum and all

wood surfaces. Resists
boiling water, sizzling
grease, fruit juices, per-
fume, even alcohol.
Easy to use. Easy to
clean. “*Just brush it
on!”

Reg. U. 8. Pat, Off,

HOME BRIGHTENERS

Made by the Makers of Kem-Tone
The Miracle Wall Finish




[ just got a tip

from a porter

The porter flashed a toothful grin at me.

“Sho looks like yo goin’ to have a good time, boss. Mai
look at that luggage. Plenty of fun in them. Plenty of money
too. Be just too bad to lose that stuff.”

That was the tip that brought me up sharp.

Hitting the nearest telephone booth, I called my Employers
Group Agent . . . The Man with the Plan.

“Mark,”” 1 said, “‘I've got fifteen minutes to catch a train.
Give me the dope straight and fast. That Personal Property
Floater Policy you talked about some time ago ... will it
cover my baggage, camera and golf clubs?"’

““Absolutely,’” heanswered, “‘also your wife's and children’s."’

“*Even while I'm away on vacation?”’

“Xep . . .any place in this world. In fact,” he added, *‘that
policy is one of the sweetest forms of insurance protection ever
offered. All your personal property . . . your family's, too . . .
clothing, furs, furniture, furnishings, jewelry, silverware,
linens, sporting equipment, cameras, etc. can be protected inside
or outside your home . . . any place . . . against losses resulting
from fire, theft, mysterious L“.\.’l]‘}:t:.’lr:l nce, accidental breakage,
rips, tears, spots, stains . . . practically any cause.”

““Brother, I'm sold,"”’ I said. **Write one for me now."’

“You're protected,’’ he laughed. “"We'll go over the details
when you get back."”

As easy as that, I was able to leave a load of worries at the
station. I had made one more step in my plan for freedom from
worry over financial loss. T was off to a swell vacation.

Timely News and Helpful Views Hear Cedric Foster, Sunday evenings

... 6:30 E. D. T. over the Murual Broadcasting Network. Listen to his

distinctive interpretation of news plus his helpful views on the problems
of making your home and life safer and more secure

The Employers’ Group

INSURANCE

Fidelity, Surety, Firve, Inland Marine, Casualty, Aircrafi

THE EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY ASSURANCE CORP., LTD.
THE EMPLOYERS® FIRE INSURANCE CO.
AMERICAN EMPLOYERS' INSURANCE CO.

One Liberty Square, Boston 7, Mass.

THE EMPLOYERS' GROUP MAN IS THE MAN WITH THE PLAN
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Patented double syncro-gears
assure positive, SAFE cutting
action . . . will not slip, skip or
jump. Cans of all sizes and
shapes are held securely and
smoothly opened with a twist of
the wrist. Always ready, and SO
easy to use. Leaves smooth
round edges and lifts lid for easy
removal. Has built-in handy
bottle opener. Fully guaranteed. |

THE KING OF CAN OPENERS
FOR THE QUEEN OF THE KITCHEN

At batter stores everywhers: or send check or

money order for $2.00 ($2.25 West of Denver) plus

15¢ for mailing 1o . . . SWING-A-WAY Steel Products,
P.0, Box 4000 Chicago 54, lIL

REC. U. S. PAT. OFF,

SWING-A-Way

© 1946 ssr

CAN

Use in eny of three locked positions. When not in
wse, swings flot egoinmst the wall — oul of your
woy, An axclusive SWING-A-WAY feature,

THESE WEE BOOKLETS

CAN HELP
YOU T0

BETTER HEARING

These two book-
lets are based
on the broad ex-
perience of Bell
Telephone Lab-
oratories. They
discuss the prob-
lems of hearing loss and the scien-
tific means of hearing correction.
If you tend to favor your “good
ear,” if it seems people mumble—
these booklets may help you and
the people you talk with. Mail
the coupon.

WESTERN ELECTRIC CO.
Dept. 380-D1, 195 Broadway
New York 7, N. Y.

FREE! =

Please send me your informative
booklets—no obligation, of course.

Name.
Addr
iy

The gleaming whiteness of a Sani-
Flush-cleaned toilet bowl means real
cleanliness. SaANI-FLusH removes
stains and invisible film where germs
lurk and odors thrive. Remember—
a clean toilet bowl has no odor. The
chemical, disinfecting action of
Sani-FrusH, used regularly, ensures
a clean, odorless toilet bowl always.

No messy scrubbing—effective in
hard and soft water—safe in septic
tanks—sold every-
where. The Hygienic
Products Co., Can-
ton 2, Ohio.

Sani-Flush

QuICK
EASY
SANITARY

I have canned goods stored in one of
the three cupboards over the dining
nook. In the other two cupboards are
kept staples. My cooking utensils are
in a large cupboard over the work
shelf, just to the left of the stove.
Food is usually prepared on the work
shelf and once it is ready to cook,
it is easy to reach for the utensil
needed to cook it in.

The stove is small, having just
three burners which suffice very beau-
tifully, especially since I now have
a pressure cooker. The stove is a
little pump-type gas model with a
built-in oven. I have found that the
glass saucepans and frying pans are
very satisfactory, particularly because
they feature the detachable handles.
I always remove the handles when
the pans are placed on the stove,
which is rather crowded when all
three burners are in use. The kitchen
aisle is only two and a half feet wide
and, if the handles were left attached
to the pots, they could be easily
tipped and cause a serious burn.

In the cupboard above the stove,
where it is warm and dry, I keep my
spices, cereals, and crackers that can-
not be harmed by heat, and are used
often. My china, glasses and glass
baking dishes are kept in the cup-
board over the icebox. There is a
storage space beneath the double sink
where I keep soap and cleaning mate-
rials, A corner of this space is re-
served for shoe polish and brushes.
Under the work shelf are four
drawers. Part of the top one is used
for silver and the rest of the space
is occupied with can openers, paring
knives, and wooden spoons. It is not
desirable to have “wall gadgets” such
as can openers or other articles
hanging on hooks, as they give a
cluttered ppearance in so small a
kitchen. My dish towels and kitchen
linens are kept in the second drawer.
The third is used for a bread and
cakebox, and the lower drawer holds
my iron, cord, hammer, shelf paper,
and other miscellaneous items.

Above the sink is a small cabinet
with a mirror on the door. Shaving
materials, toothpaste, cosmetics, and
medicines are kept here. Our tooth-
brushes hang from two little hooks
placed inside this door. My cook-
books are kept to the left of the
sink on a convenient rack.

The dinette has inner-spring cush-
ions and backs which are placed on
built-in seats. These seats serve as
more storage space, where we care-
fully pack our winter clothes and
extra blankets. This dinette can also
be made into a very comfortable
double or. single bed by moving the
cushions and adding two extra ones.

The last storage places beneath
the stove and icebox are ideal for
potatoes and onions because they are
cool and slightly damp.

Next to the kitchen are the clothes
closets on one side and the linen
closet with four drawers beneath it.
The closet nearest the kitchen is
mine, It also serves as storage space
for my ironing board and broom. Of,
course, I always make sure that the
broom is clean before putting it away.

Use Hizllo DIP

ToKill ALL FLEAS
PN
L

" If your Dog’s constant scratching has-resulted In
**Summer Eczema’’, use HILO Dip & Ointment,
Dip (Prewar qulllty) 50¢, 85¢, $2.00, Ointment :
25¢, 50¢c. At Pet, Seed, Dept., Drug Stores. If

dealer cannot supply, send remittance to Dept. 227

| THE HILO CO. + NORWALK, CONN.

MU[I.ERNIZE YOUR REFRIGERATOR
with  TRESHER ZONE

AI.UMINUM
ODOR FILTER

Protects butter, milk, ice cubes from “off taste”
Helps keep cantaloup, cheese, fish odors etc.
from mingling with other foods. Thin aluminum
wafer hooks flat under shelf. Lasts for years,
brings your refrigerator up to date.

SEND CHECK—DEALER WILL DELIVER

1101 MULBERRY K. C. MO.

FOR YEARS

S0LD
IN STORES
EVERYWHERE

LAUREL HILL, N. C

THROUGH FINISHED PRODUCT

MORGAN COTTON MILLS, Inc.,

FROM RAW COTTON

THE

KILL INSECTS

WITHOUY DUST OR SPRAY
Bait in protective tube unfailingly
kills roaches, silverfish, waterbugs,
crickets. Sanitary—can’t be blown
or tracked on food supplies, ete,
Gives clean, long lasting protec-

tion, Sold by most drug, grocery
and other stores, IT yours has
none send $1 for 3 pkgs. post-
paid. Money back guaran-
tee. Over 20 million sold.

DeSoto Chemical Co,
7 Oak St., Arca-
dia, Florida,

[ See your light switches
IN THE DARK! |~

No more fumbling, stumbling, groping,
or smudging of walls! Soft-glowing elec-
tric bulb in the beautiful ivory plastic
LumiNite Switch Plate lights auto-
matically when you turn room lights
off! Operates for less than 2c per
year, lasts for years! Install it your-
self! See your electrical dealer or
send $1.00 for sample, postpaid.
Associated Projects Co., 80 E. Long
St., Columbus 16, Ohio.

REG U5 PAT OFF
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Jury, 1946




v)( WHY, [ USE ]
CLOROX...IT

YOUR REFRIGER-| | REMOVES STAINS,
ATOR 50 CLEAN | | DEODORIZES AND
AND FRESH ? || DIsINFECTS!

AND, T0O, CLOROX
DESTROYS MOLD. .. HELPS
PREVENT FOOD SPOILAGE!

FRESH, sanitary, spotless
inside and out...the gleam-
ing pride of your Clorox-Clean kitchen ...
that's how your refrigerator can be! It's a
wise health precavtion to clean all food
containers regularly with Clorox, for you
can depend on Clorox for hygienic cleans-
ing. Clorox disinfects, deodorizes, removes
stains from enamel, porcelain, tile, linoleum,
glass, wood surfaces. In laundering, Clorox
bleaches white cottons and linens snowy-
white (brightens fast colors) ... makes laun-
dry fresh, sanitary. Directions on the label.

e AMERICA'S FAVORITE BLEACH AND
HOUSEHOLD DISINFECTANT

CLOROX

FREE FROM CAUSTIC

Years of unsurpassed quality and performance
have made Clorox the choice of millions...
it'salways uniform...it's always dopon

Revolves Three
=+ Times o Minute
Smrdv adjustable, it's equip-
ped with 50 feet of cord; 110

/. AC. Useful indoors too.
At better stores or write for
literature. $39.50 each.

Elethric Bar-73-Q
GENERAL DIE AND STAMPING CORPORATION
270C Mott St New York 12, N. Y,

REMOVYES GREASE SPOTS
FROM WALLPAPER

Spread it on, wipe It off; grease
is gone! Can’'t harm paper. At

paint, wallpaper, department
stores, or write fo

BLOTEX, SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

| SAVE A LOT OF STEPS BY
KEEPING AN EXTRA CAN OF

3-IN-ONE

A Product of Boyle-Midway Inc.

THE AMEriICAN HoMmE, Jury, 1946

My mop is kept outdoors beneath the
trailer on a rack Mel made for that
purpose. Outside on the rear.of the
trailer there is also a storage trunk
where we keep luggage.

Mel’s books rest on the shelf over
the bed (couch). Our magazines are
kept on one magazine rack on this
shelf, and my knitting and sewing
equipment on the other. Half the
storage space above the couch holds
a hatbox, and the other half our
typewriter and stationery. There is a
narrow drawer between the icebox
and the china cupboard for Mel’s
pencils, notebooks, other school sup-
plies and his camera equipment.

Shopping for groceries is done dur-
ing my lunch hour. Fortunately, there
is a grocery store near the office
where 1 work, and I can buy what
I need there and pick it up at five
o’clock when Mel calls for me. We
buy our meat at a little market on
our way home at night.

Upon arriving home, I immediately
wash and change into slacks and be-
gin dinner. All preparation is done at
the work shelf to the right of the
sink, After dinner Mel and I do the
dishes together, and the rest of the
evening is taken up with homework
for Mel and perhaps typing for me.
On the nights when I have no typing,
I do my letter writing, mending,
washing, and ironing. My afternoon
off each week is my all-around clean-
ing day. I mop the floor, wax it,
scrub the shelves, and wax them, too.
I have found that wax preserves the
linoleum on both the floor and the
shelves, and it takes mach less time
to clean a surface that has a good
coating of wax to protect it.

We have a weekly schedule for
our chores, We make it a point to
empty garbage from the can in the
kitchen to the outer can every day.
We only empty the outer can every
few days, but with warmer weather
approaching, perhaps this will have
to be done more often, Mel fills the
gas stove every third day, and the
oil heater, when in use, needs to be
filled daily. We have obtained a large
can to which a small faucet has been
attached. It fits on the oil heater
during the winter and supplies us
with hot water, There is only cold
running water in the kitchen. In the
summer, however, it is a simple
matter to walk to the laundry for a
pail of hot water for cooking or for
washing the dishes, and I have become
used to the situation.

We expect to be here in Syracuse
for about three years. When Mel has
completed his education, we will re-

turn to the Berkshires and live there |

where he will teach school.
Of course, I am looking forward

to living in a house, but I shall never ‘

forget the time we have spent here.
It has been most enjoyable so far,
and I am sure the joys of living here
will increase with time. I feel, too,
that I have definitely gained rather
than lost by beginning my house-
keeping in such a novel way.

Both Mel and I love to travel, and
you can be sure that there will be a
trailer somewhere in our future.

Y

This

EXCLUSIVE
MONARCH

arch Electric Roaster

L Range gives you
4 TWO ovens — one
\, “% at cooking top

height for roasting

OUR KITCHEN

with this colorful
Monarch Border!

beautiful Mon-

! \ and quick baking—
/ and a regular, large
i \\ oven for baking re- A:d' ne'w
! - quiring  additional GINGER, TN
b / o \ plain-walled
" I »» kitchen.

xmm.fk RANGE

Washable.

L. s, 1 Fadeproof. \ A"
Surface oven is perfect Smooth, flat top for k
for roasting, complete working space when Just dip ‘\h
meals, casserole dishes. roaster is not in use. in water

Saves stooping. saves electricity.

and apply. \

You can add a refreshing touch of \|

decorative charm to your kitchen \
with this attractive border—designed
exclusively for Monarch. Price is 30c
per 12 ft. roll. Use coupon below to
order. Please answer questions 1, 2.

MALLEABLE IRON RANGCE CO. ® 476 Lake St., Beaver Dam, Wis.

Please send rolls of
your special Kitchen Border.,
ITenclose §.............. -

l My Name is

City

1. I plan to buy a new range [}
2. The fuel I regqularly use is elec- l
tricity [J, gas [, coal-woed [J '

MR it -y

85




FOR a FUTURE of less work and
more play, buy Universal
all the way. For Universal ap-
pliances are styled for beauty'
. . . designed for utmost con-
venience and equipped with
the last word in modern fea-
tures. Theirs is that built-in
quality which assures added
performance, greater durabil-
ity and longer life. Remember
—when it comes to the best
for better living—a word to
the wise is Universal.

Figs. 1 & 2. Reading from top to bot-
tom we see: knurled collar, knob,
bonnet, packing nut or cap, stem, rub-
ber packing ring, brass washer,
threaded spindle, seat washer, bolt.

Juel F. Alstad

Few sounds are as annoying
as the regular drip of a leaky faucet.
And few household repairs are so easy
to make. The cause of this nuisance
is usually a worn washer; the remedy,
a new one. Anyone can make the
change in a few minutes with only
two tools: a screw driver and a flat-
jawed wrench. A pipe wrench must
not be used, as the ridges or teeth

Fig. 5. Removing the washer is a
simple operation; simply take out
bolt that holds on worn washer.
Washers used in cold water faucets
are wusvally of leather, rubber or

Views show type fi f.
The Fuller type, less used today, uses

oval-shaped ball in place of washers

pression

Fig. 3. Removing the bonnet. In the

P type # t the threaded
spindle is raised above the vailve
seat when the knob is turned on, and
allows water to flow out of spout.
When faucet is turned off, the spindle
is screwed down which forces the
washer down against valve seat

Fig. 4. Entire unit, shown apbove in
Figs. 1 & 2, may be removed by un-
screwing bonnet. Worn washer at bot-
tom has prevented proper “seating,”
thus allowing water to ooze out of
spout. Use flat-jowed wrench to un-
screw bonnet. Turn counterclockwise
as you would any ordinary nut

rubberocid composition. Those
vsed in hot water faucets are of
fiber to withstand continval heat

P.o.

-

N

Fig. 6. Washers are of various sizes.
Commonest are %, %, Ya-large, V2
and ¥ inch. Some are shoped like
small domes while others are flat.
Also shown is a length of graphite-
coated packing cord. Before replacing
spindle, examine valve seat in faucet;
it may be necessary to smooth seat

Fig. 7. If the valve seat is worn, water
will leak out along rim of even a
new washer. To repair a slightly
roughened seat, use length of dowel
with a strip of fine emery paper
taped on it. Another method is to
cut circle of emery with dull scissors.
Drill pilot hole, then screw to dowel

Tue AMERICAN Home, Jury, 1946




KITCHEN
STOOLS

DURABILITY
WITH
BEAUTY

Tests show it
supports over
1000 pounds

Note Compactness
with legs folded in

Good Housekeeping
s

1. Sturdy All Steel Construction

2. Compact and Modern in Design

3. All Edges Rounded to Protect Clothes
4. Patented Assembly Insures Safety
5. 8 Types; 4 Color Choices

6. At Department, Furniture, and
Hardware Stores

HAMILTON MANUFACTURING CORPORATION

e

Freshens
as it

cleans!

e The fresh pine scent of Sergeant's
Disinfectant leaves your house smell-
ing sweet and clean.

Cets under the dirt — deodorizes —
disinfects.

Use it in garbage cans, toilets, and
sink drains.

Use it for cleaning tiles, floors —in
bathrooms and kitchens.

Use it because it's easy on your hands.
And it's economical, too—at drug and
department stores. .

Sergeants

It's fragrant
of PINE

Tue AMERICAN HOME, JuLy, 1946

remove all chips then replace unit

on the jaws will mar the finish. |

Nowadays almost all home faucets
are of the compression type illus-
trated in figures 1 and 2, although
faucets of the Fuller type, shown in
figures 9 and 10 are still in active
service in some older homes. Of
course, the first thing to do when you
want to change a water faucet washer
is to turn off the water in the main
line. The valve seat referred to below
is the point at which the seat washer
or the Fuller ball comes in contact
with the main body of the faucet
when the water is off.

Fig. 8. If seat is badly nicked, you'll |
need o re-seater, or reamer. This in-
expensive tool is obtainable in hard-
ware stores, Care must be exercised
in using, otherwise yov may gouge
soft metal. When seat is smooth,

Fig. 9. The Fuller type faucet oper-
ates on a different principle. Here,
a small rubber ball takes the place
of washer. The ball sometimes be-
comes worn at the inner end where
it contacts the seaf. To renew, undo
the adjusting nut; remove metal cap

o

Fig. 10. The Fuller faucet is unscrewed
at the water outlet rather than at
the bonnet. In both types it is some-~
times necessary to replace the pack-
ing around the bonnet or at the
water outlet. Use waxed string or
graphite packing for this purpose

yist

wrench |

See it NOW at your dealers!

A TOUCH HERE LIFTSIT ’

the NEW

PROCTOR AEVERLIFT /

It ends wrist-wrench...saves you
the constant tiresome lifting, tilt-
ing and twisting that ordinary
irons require.

See the Proctor Never-Lift at
dealers now. Feel it lift itself at
a touch of your finger.

Seehow conveniently it stands
on its cool legs...how magically
they snap out of the way the

instant you resume ironing,
That’s not all. The Never-Lift
brings you evenly distributed
heat. No cold spots to cause
wrinklesand drag. No overheated
areas to encourage scorching.
And its dual temperature
control adjusts to suit both your
ironing speed and the kind of
fabric. Don’t fail to see it.

175 NEW...ITS EXCLUSIVE... ITS

PROCTOR

AUTOMATIC ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

PROCTOR ELECTRIC COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA 40, PA.

A TOUCH HERE AND
IT'S READY TO IRON
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are taking final shape, the Ballards wisely
seek their architect’s advice on the important
choice of a heating system. And, at his rec-
ommendation, they have written Heil oil-fired
automatic heating into their specifications.

When that new home you are so carefully
planning reaches the blueprint stage, you too
will want to make sure of getting the kind of
automatic heating that assures years of de-
pendable, trouble-free operation. In fact, you'll
want to have your architect or builder specify
Heil in your plans — to make sure of getting
oil heat at its best. .

WHY HEIL ASSURES GREATER DEPENDABILITY AR
When you specify Heil, you get sound en- o

gineering and quality {;onstruction that ?ssure GET NEW COMFORT FROM
lasting satisfaction. You get scores of new

featurges that provide the last word in efficient, YOUR OLD HEATING SYSTEM
economical performance. You also get today’s If R — home hFl’"h the
most thrilling styling—handsome appearance fomail 3 Heil Conversion Oil
that’s a fitting counterpart of Heil's renowned Burner in your furnace or boiler.
dependability. Heil complete oil-fired Boilers

See the new Heil models at your dealer now ;i‘.‘if‘é?é"‘&’ori'.;ui‘“ilei‘ln’fg
to see how completely they meet your re- plants for new comfort.
quirements. And send today for your copy

of Heil’'s new booklet, “Ideas for Playroom
Planning.” Its selection of fresh new designs
and simple layout kit will help you plan a
modern recreation room into your home.

e % % * 9 5 0 © 0 9 % O & 5

: The Heil Company, Dept. AH-7 !

Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin l
Enclosed find 10c in_coin for my copy of |

| “Ideas for Playroom Planning,” which gives

| selected designs and a handy layout kit for i

’ designing a ern recreation room. l SEND FOR

§ | THIS VALUABLE IDEA

S '} BOOK AND LAYOUT
o SR KT NOW!

‘ lcoo |

AMlarwefactiorers of Dualily M Healing Since 1924
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| | IR you been dreaming
during the past four years about that
new house you are going to build or
how you would like to improve your
present home? QOur Architectural
Department is ready to supply pro-
fessional advice to help you avoid
future pitfalls, We will go over
your plans carefully and criticize
them for you. We cannot supply,
working drawings, but will offer help-
ful suggestions toward attaining your
goal. Please supply as much informa-
tion as you can. Draw your plans to
scale; that is, let %4 inch equal each
foot, and show exactly where the
windows and doors are placed and
give their dimensions if it is a re-
modeling job. Our fee for this service
is $1.00. Any minor building prob-
lems will still be answered for the
usual stamped, addressed envelope.
Address letters to Department A.

KITCHEN kinks and laundry
layouts, too, are problems we wel-
come. We'll plan the arrangement of
your equipment to minimize steps if
you will send a detail plan indi-
cating windows, doors, plumbing. Let
one inch equal one foot. List equip-
ment you have or are about to get.
Our fee is $1.00 per room. Address
all equipment questions to Dept. K.

PPrriars you are hoping
to do some redecorating—our trained
staff of experienced decorators is pre-
pared to help you solve whatever
decorating dilemmas confront you.
Write us in detail what you wish to
do with your room and include a
floor plan of the room drawn to scale,
14 inch equals one foot. List the
furniture you plan to use, and in re-
turn we'll send you a floor plan show-
ing furniture arrangement, plus color
schemes. The fee is $1.00 per room.
Minor questions will still be answered
for the usual stamped, self-addressed
envelope. Address Dept. D.

[ | It Party Department is
prepared to plan a special party for
you. Tell us the kind of party you wish
to give, how many guests you expect,
date, time, and place, description of
your table appointments, and enter-
tainment your guests prefer. Sugges-
tions will then be sent you for room
and table decorations, centerpiece and
favors—all for 50¢ a party. Please
print name and address clearly. Ad-
dress letters to Department E.

Send problems and remittance to:
(Please do not send stamps)
American Home (Indicate Dept.)
444 Madison Ave., New York 22, N. Y.

rment
(:m a4
Co\\lﬂ‘b'°

1ning
K“‘VO‘- 104

COLUMBIA
preesents

For garments you’ll love and wear
and wash and wear, knit with
Columbia. Lees-spun in America
by the English Bradford System,
Columbia insures long happy life
to knitables—yet it costs no more,
Ask for Columbia Knitting Books
—the style leaders—at your store.

James Lees & Sons Co. + Bridgeport, Pa.
Makers of Quality Yarns for over a Century

,Ze%l; COCHRANE Clear-Color CARPET

PICNIC STOVE and
TRASH BURNER

Tree stump of durable
reinforced Haydite con-
crete with grill, charcoal
pan, grate. Burns trash
safely.

Only $29.45

Freight prepaid east of
Rockies 5
For descriptive circular write to

W. O. JOHNSON CO, Omaha 6, Neb.

é&w@iﬁm&s

WIRED - 16% wl. WiGH
$1-PROOF
sl

ORDER CANDY BY MAIL. Try Our
CHOCOLATE ALMOND MOUNDS

Made with toasted California almonds embedded in
a thick blend of dark chocolate, sugar, dairy cream
and butter. Pound box $2 postpaid (no stamps, please)

£, Tie Crunty St

“#Dept.A7,P.0.Box 551, BeverlyHills,Calif,

A MODEL OF YOUR HOUSE PLAN

your dining room table!

oﬂ

Avoid costly last minute changes in
building your new home. Make a
model as a proving grounds for your
ideas. No tools needed to assemble a
scale model the Plan-A-Home way, '

EEC FOLDER TELLS YOU HOW

fo make a model of any plan, and arrange

furniture groupings. Includes chock list of

desirable featuras often overlooked in good

home planning
o WRITE

TODAYI
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sucts LU0 MEATS
LREAMED NEW pOLAOES
Mo PEAS
peuish pLALE

poLE
appLE SHEE
5ul°ﬁ(

BET
LD

LOOREs L BLATRAGE °°Ll

P
NEapp g UPSID!-DOW"
SALap

BEVILED £oqs
T0ASTED
CHEESE SANOWICKES
CHOCOLATE CAKg

BEVERAGY

HAMBURGLRS
cATSUP-OLAZE®

poLt PINEAPPLE

CHUNKS

PATATD SALAD
I\ TOMATO CUPS

FRuln CONPOE

BEVERAGE

® For all their sunny
look, this trio of Dole
Pineapple dishes makes
cooking blissfully cool!

¢ : 3 Meals taste more refresh-
upPSIDE-DOWN SALAD '

in;:. too, for however you

DOLE PINEAPPLE

: (A‘SUP-GLAIED DOLE Mfl'\yc. l)ol«'. Pineapple

o Add 2 thaps. plair, 4 UL'S PINEAPPLE CHUNKS — Sheed, Crashed, or
s 5 “JY;I lrl‘ >l\l o Chunks that tropic-
Str 4 cups bol 1§

o Stir together until minutes. -

» salt
B ter. 14 cup sugar, 1 tsp. sa’l. .
gar 15 dissolved: WL, A ‘c\n‘p gyrup from Dole ® Drain Dole

: . lig i ”
and add, with }.,“,_,k”\\;{ll.‘ delight in your menus.
-up ler Chunks. Me
2 and V4 cup lemon 4 Lh =
g T ayer in a little butter . y o
lash salt, 115 cups SUCED PINEAPFS juice cool. Pour thin Lx\l'll ‘:ll i, B s ik hlgh i paien
GBS SR, /o e f loaf pan, ot s ’ ;
AUAN Yole Crushed Pine- BowaEL © .anple on gelatin, in a skillet; tall glasses full of chilled
ﬁ;m(ml Do 9 ons nee 2 slices pineapy I 1 - id drained e
- : 2 teaspooT: almost firm; & 5% =~ 7 ha till firm. Dice 1-oF wawanan  EEEGE ed ) iy ; Y
— v lemon p('L‘L with ..”mirnlw in centers, c!h.ﬁl ..“.,\ shredded cab- nui_”m Cﬂl.l!'- pineap L'\'“ Dole Pine d])l)l( Jlll(l A
Jemon juice. Freeze in ice 9 slices pineapple, “‘1"\&“” : "n umbers or celery, -, Dash h‘““il"‘ Every bit as bright and
1/ cup lemon juict hilled \ «un diced radishes or CUtwr s ; an sprinkle 2
g : g chille 1 cup diced r : BDers R » then spr
/ ve until firm, Beat in ,1 cup dic! e and green peppers; ously with catsup,
cube trays until 9 sriffly waclh diced pimie nto and g e nt. ab
;3 fold in 2 stiily 1/4 cup each . ur over pineappie lightly with brown sug s
A until fluffys . eezing 4 - ¢ gelatin, pour J ightly Mo 2 g T o i
}\Nl::(en egg whites finish freezng- fold into ;ll‘;ld\‘\'nil\:‘; firm, turn out and se with heat, gently strming (:m . u‘::lil as at d“:‘ break!
e g ’ SIIT > . » minutes,
S quart. in pan; chi | ally, about five mir
Makes sbout e mayonnaise. Serves 0 to 8. : lazed and hot.

hunks are £ |
chun pz"ru PR S .

ripened flavor puts new

1 ) cup light corn Drain I
o ] > 5
syrup,l/3 cup sugar, Pineapple

T >
o start any day off
- cups top ~m\1k, HAWAIIAN 1: cup vine ’ \

bage

tempting during the day
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Have Lovelier Floors ... with

Less Care!

Only Self<Polishing SIMONIZ Gives The Same Longer
Lasting Beauty That Makes SIMONIZ So Famous For Cars

@w\s\,\
/ Self-Polishing

Mwwz :

For Feoors

/,-" 3

\ It’s Easy to Keep Floors Free From
\ Dirt « « « Sanitary for Children

\
‘ tm,,., —~
\ “a
AN NN Guummed by %
N \&& Good Housekeeping

SS==/  floor care with millions of mothers. Just a damp ‘ e
245 soveamsin WS

\

| No wonder Self-Polishing Simoniz is the favorite

cloth wipes up dust, dirt, scuff marks and soiled spots
... makes it safer for children when floors are sparkling clean
always. Self-Polishing Simoniz applies wonderfully easy

and fast. Spread with cloth or mop applicator...no rubbing, no Sold by grocery, hardware, variety,
drug, paint, 5 cents to $1, auto acces-
sory and department stores—and lin-

oleum declers everywhere.

buffing. It shines as it dries crystal-clear on your floors

... lets you see the full, natural beauty of colorful linoleums and

THE SIMONIZ COMPANY, CHICAGO 16, ILL.
Recognized for over thirty years as awthorities
on preservation of fine finishes.

fine finishes. Prove to yourself that floors stay lovelier longer.

Get Self-Polishing Simoniz today!

FOR LINOLEUM, ASPHALT OR RUBBER TILE, OR FINISHED WOOD FLOORS SHINES AS IT DRIES




