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EVERYTHING'S UNDER CONTROL in this kitchen—even the floor, It’s Armstrong’s Linoleum in a smart Embossed effect,
Style No. 5701, that suggests the color cues for the rest of the room. Walls are washable Armstrong’s Linowall, Style
No. 717. Work surfaces and cove base are Armstrong’s Linoflor. List of furnishings and sketch of room plan sent free.

1 call it
MY CONTROL
KITCHEN"

*Every day it gives me extra hours for things I have to do”

KATE sTaNTON simply had to cut cor-
ners. Extra war duties were piling
up. With her large family working on
three different shifts, there were extra
meals to prepare. And even though
Kate did all her own housework, she
found a way to save enough time for all
sorts of important civic duties as well.

“It dawned on me,” she will tell you,

MADE BY THE MAKERS OF ARMSTRONG'S QUAKER RUGS, ARMSTRONG'S LINOWALL,

“that my kitchen was the best place to
try to control my day. After all, that’s
where I spend a great deal of my time.
So I turned it into a room that not
only helps me with my housework, but
helps to keep the whole family on
schedule as well.”

That’s the reason Kate calls it her
“control kitchen.” If yol'll step inside

for a minute, you may be able to bor-
row some ideas for your own kitchen.

Her desk and telephone, her type-
writer, the information blackboard
with its handy cubbyholes—they’re all
planned for saving time and energy.
The counter in the corner saves her
steps at breakfast time. Even the floor
now does its part, as Kate will enthusi-
astically tell you.

“Frankly, I don’t know what I'd do
without my Armstrong’s Linoleum
Floor. It cuts hours out of my house-
work and gives me extra time to spend
on war work. Cleaning is simply a mat-
ter of dusting. Spots and stains wipe up
in a jiffy. Of course, I wash and wax it
from time to time, but floor care as I
used to know it has disappeared from
my life completely.

“There’s another thing about my
Armstrong Floor that means a lot to
me. It's so good-looking, I'm proud to
have my friends see my kitchen now!”

YOU CAN MAKE your own kitchen one
you'll be proud of—and Hazel Dell
Brown’s unique new serapbook, “New
Ideas for Old Rooms,” shows you how.

It’s a different kind of decorating guide,
with dozens of easy-to-copy ideas for
all types of interiors, fully illustrated
in color. It’s just off the press—and
sent for 10¢ (outside U.S.A., 40¢).
Write for your copy today. Armstrong
Cork Company, Floor Division, 4303
Pine Street, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

THE ARMY-NAVY ~E,»
for excellence in war
production, has been
awarded to the workers
/ of our Floor Division
factory, where much of our productive capac-
ity is now being used in the manufacture
of munitions and other war materials, How-
ever, your merchant can still show you
Armstrong Floors that are both smart and
correct. Just be sure to look for the name
Armstrong’s on the back of the goods youbuy,

ARMSTRONG’S
LINOLEUM

and
LINOFLOR

Joreveryroom @ in the house

r

AND ARMSTRONG'S ASPHALT TILE
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You'Le like living on Bond Street.

Cool, green lawns, and children’s laughter
in the twilight. Tall, friendly trees, sheltering
a houseful of happiness.

You can start plans today.

Stamp by stamp, bond by bond, you can
build 2 home with comforts and conveniences
far beyond your fondest dreams. For all those
wondrous aids to Better Living that seem just
fantasies now, will be rezlities tomorrow.

Marvelous new electrical servants that come
right with your Victory Home on Bond Street
... that’s “Better Living Built In!”

The War Bonds you are buying today are
your Bond Street Building Fund. Invest all
you can, all the time. It’s the one sure way to
happiness and security for yourself . . . and to
peace and prosperity for your country.

ST SN SR, AL s S LA 0 A B R

TO SERVE YOU IN WARTIME

The General Electric Consumers
Institute is dedicated to the service of
America’s homes and carries on constant
research on such home problems as:
Nutrition + Food Preparation » Food
Preservation + Appliance Care « Ap-
pliance Repair + Laundering - Home

Heating and Air Conditioning ‘ é i@ ELE CTRIC

INSTITUTE

1285 Boston Avenuve ]
rid geport, Connecticut _— CONS i }

WAR BONDS WILL BUILD NEVW VICTRY HOMES TOMORROW
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BEATRICE GRAY COOK

tage on Orcas Island, Washington,

BEATRICE COOK, her husband,
and two teen-age sons spend their
summers (their winter home is in
Seattle). “Just how I happen to
have a B.S. in Home Economics,” she
writes, “is a puzzle to all who know
me, for I run our home with a very
light touch. The huge King salmon

IN a Metro-Goldwyn Swedish cot-

wCrils

COVER STORY ON PAGE 40

Vol. XXIX, No. 4

practically hold an August conven-
tion right off our beach—and I do
a lot of lobbying. All summer our
hopes ebb and flow with the tides.
My hobby is photography and our
basement is a mad jumble of dark
room, wood-working shop, model air-
plane factory, and fishing gear —
a decidedly ‘can’t-take-it-with-you’
family, but we have more fun per

BURMAH
BURRIS

-

- w

CELIA. L. MEYER

pound than any four people deserve.”
Murs. Cook is shown with some Orcas
Island salmon of which she says,

“My up-nose attitude has nothing to
do with fishy aroma—you hold 70
pounds of fish and see if you don’t
strain!” ® ® ® BURMAH BURRIS has
lived in all parts of the country. Born
and educated in Mississippi, she for-
sook the South for the Art Institute
in Chicago. Next, she pushed across
the country to California and Texas|
where she painted for three years.
A mere jump of 3,000 miles and we
find her established in New York as
a commercial artist. Since that time
two years ago, many of her delight
fully humorous sketches have ap-
peared on the pages of our maga
zine, ®* * ® MRS. CELIA L. MEYER
writes: “Two people with a love of|
travel took delight in seeing home
and gardens in France, Switzerland,
Germany, Charleston, New Orleans,
Santa Fé, Los Angeles. A lawye
turned business man, and a schoo
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Made by the makers of Cannon Towels and Hoslery
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e—Im one of

the W-I-V-E-S!"

“yoU KNOW...the gals who stay at home and
keep things going.

“Doesn’t sound as exciting as the WAACS or
the WAVES—but it’s every bit as important. It’s
our job to make everything we have last longer—
and not to buy a single thing we don’t really need.

“Take these lovely Cannon Percale Sheets I'm
ironing. A year ago I didn’t even know all the
things you could do to make sheets last longer.
Now-I not only know ’em . ..I practice "em!

Washings:

“I never soak sheets overnight any more. 15
minutes before washing is plenty. I never use a
bleach when I can hang sheets out in the good
old sunshine. If I do use a bleach, I follow direc-
tions. And I always rinse twice after bleaching.

Hanging:

“I fold my sheets evenly, hem to hem, and
hang them that way on the line...so they're
easier to iron. And if the wind’s blowing a regular
gale, I don’t hang sheets outside that day. Why
punish ’em?

Ironing:

“The golden rule to remember is...don’t let
your iron get too hot. And mever...never press
sharp folds into your sheets. If you can remember
to fold them a different way now and then...all
to the good.

In use:

“Don’t yank sheets off the bed. Take it easy. ..
they’ll last longer. Never use a pillowcase for a
Jaundry bag. And equalize the wear on all your
sheets. Don’t use the same ones over and over
again,

And when you must buy:

“If your sheets are down to their last warp and
woof, remember this: smooth, sweet-sleeping
Cannon Percales cost just about the same as
heavy duty muslin. And they wear and wear.
There are 25% more threads to the square inch
in Cannon Percale than in the best muslin!

“And what’s more . . .you can save money on
Cannon Percale. As much as $3.25 a year for each
bed at average pound laundry rates. And if you
wash your own, you’ll find Cannon Percale much
lighter and easier to handle.

“Once again...l repeat . ..don't buy sheets unless
you have to! If you do have to, choose a name you
can trust for all the things you can’t see for your-
self in a sheet. That’s why I buy Cannon. If you
can’t find the size you're looking for in Cannon
Percale (and that may happen these wartime
days!) ask to see Cannon’s low-priced muslin
sheets. Muslin or percale—I'm sure you'll be just
as proud of your Cannon Sheets as you are of
your Cannon Towels. And please, please—make
them last/” Cannon Mills, Inc., New York, N. Y.

_1




Ever have days when you wish you could run away
from your other self?
For weeks you go along singing, smiling and working
like a soldier. There’s lots to be done—at school
and the Canteen...at home, where you’ve taken over
K. P. for Mom. Later at Service Dances where
you're a regular, you look all crisp and shining.
Then there’s that Double—your other self.
Telling you that you can’t keep going!
Your confidence does a dim-out and you call Peg
to make excuses for tonight.
“I know everyone’s counting on me,”
you begin. “But what can I do?”
Peg tells you straight! It’s comfort that makes
the difference! You'll never know how big a
difference until you try Kotex sanitary napkins.
And she adds brightly: “Don’t

1>

forget—8 o’clock sharp!

Is it worth a try? And how! You'll learn
that Kotex is more comfortable—
made to stay soft in use. None of that
snowball Sort of softness that packs
hard under pressure. And no wrong
side to cause accidents!
b Now your confidence never misses
\‘ a beat. Because Kotex has those
patented improvements no other
pad can offer! Like the 4-ply
Q\ that don’t show because
i they’re not stubby.
That’s why more women
choose Kotex than all other

double-duty safety center. And
< From now on you can be at
brands of pads put together!

N, the flat, pressed ends of Kotex
your best every day of the month!

“AS ONE GIRL TO ANOTHER” | .
is a swell booklet that |
explains a girl’s private S S e ;
life...gives tips on social '
contacts, good grooming
...do’s and don't’s for
“those days”. Quick send
your name and address

on a post card to P. 0. £
Box 3434, Dept. AH-3%
Chicago, for your copy. |
I’s FREE!

(*T. M. Reg. U.S. Pat Off.)

CHARLES H. HIGGINS

teacher turned homemaker, turned t
gardening. We built our house an
with it we wanted a bit of garde
for ourselves and our two girls.” ® ®

After the University of Californi
and a spell in stock, road companie
radio, movies, CARROLL BORLAND a
mits she landed in print by marryin
a writer—Vernon Parten. Pictures an
description of their charming hor

appeared in our September issu
They are now writing radio plays f
the National Broadcasting Compan
“At present,” she says, “I've foun
the ideal solution for merging thr
careers by appearing in one of m
own plays. The third career? Takin
care of Husband Under Foot, and
very active Maltese kitten. ® o

ELINOR SCOVILLE said she was “tor|
between cold, hard facts and

glamorous bit of fiction that woul
please both me and THE AMERICA
HoMEe readers! Born in Californi
twenty-eight years ago with a typ
writer in my hand, because no matt
what I touch, instead of turning int
gold it turns into another article.

am known professionally as a cou
selor of physically handicapped chi
dren. A cripple since birth myself,
have spent much of the last fi
years working with them and wri
ing about the various phases of the
development. I love the work an
expect I'll always have a hand in i
Aside from that, my time is my ow
and is filled with a bit of Red Cros
dog training, radio writing, ente
taining my friends, and general hand
work.” e e e WM\opst youngste
flounder about a long time befo
finding their right niche but n
CLIFFORD PARCHER. Although i
ing now in Massachusetts, he is

real down-easter, born in Sac
Maine, educated at Thornton Aca
emy there, and at Bowdoin Colleg
He is a busy advertising executiv
who lists writing as his hobby. A
Bowdoin he became the accredite
campus correspondent for Portlan
Bangor, and Boston dailies. “Pe
haps,” he says, “this was helped b
the fact that I occupied the sam
rooms that Nathaniel Hawthorn
lived in as a Bowdoin undergraduat
In 1923 I was graduated, marric
Emily Seaber in the college chape
and was offered a newspaper job.

decided to leave most of the writin
to my wife and went into adver
tising. Both of our two young daug
ters write, and a rejection-slip
papered den is offset by a coupl
of scrapbouks full of Parcher writ]
ings.” ® ® ¢ The CHARLES H. HI
GINS built their pool and deve
oped their garden especially for thei

B
SRS

FAMILY

Important: Letters requesting information should be accompanied by a
stamped, Completel_v.:ldruud envel Manuscripts and illustrations will
not be returned unless accompanletloie; the necessary postage. ley will
be handled with care, but we assume no mpon-ll)l]ity for their safety.

Mgs, Jean AusTtin, Editor

RoserT S. Lemmon, Associate Editor Marion M. Maver, Managing Editor
Evganora Sense, Food and Nutrition Editor E. L. D. Seymour, Horticultural Editor
MarcueriTe Locke, Household Equipment Editor LynN Given, Style and Beauty Editor

Wittiam J. Hennessey, Architectural and Building Research Editor

Address inquiries to: e
Mary E. Monze, Decorating; Elizabeth B. Bothwell, Entertaining

THE AMERICAN HoME, MARCH, 194



You HAVE before you one of the greatest
experiences 2 man can know. It is a joyful
experience—and a sobering one. It brings a
lifetime of satisfaction, affection, love . . . and
a continuing responsibility as long as your

happy relationship lasts.

For who can measure the span of your dreams
for that litde life? The happy childhood, the
eager adolescence, the fruitful college years . . .
you want them all for your child, as every
thoughtful father does.

Then isn’t it worth while to remember—right
now, today—that “The future belongs to those

who prepare for it"?

There is a friend near by who is genuinely in-
terested in helping you plan for your future and
your family’s future . . . wisely, conservatively,
and soundly, through life insurance. He is your

Prudential representative . . .

What About Your Family’s Future?

Today, as ever since the year 1875, The Prudential’s
business is with tomorrow—joxr tomorrow, and that
of your family.

Today some 8,000,000 American families enjoy the
feeling of confidence, the sense of security that come
from Prudential Life Insurance ownership. Your
Prudential representative stands ready to help yox
discover, with them, that “The future belongs to
those who prepare for it.”

HOME

THE AMERICAN HOME, MARCH, 1943

PRUDENTIAL

INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA

OFFICE: NEWARK, NEW JERSEY

>

\ THE FUTURE BELONGS
TO THOSE WHO
PREPARE FOR IT

5 things you should know about Prudential protection

SAFELY ., ..
diversified investment of funds, ade-

through conservative and WIDE CHOICE OF POLICIES . . . rang-
ing all the way from very small
amounts to very large amounts . . .

with various premium payment plans.

quate premium rates, and careful
selection of policyholders.

LOW COST. . . savings through favorable FRIENDLY, EFFICIENT SERVICE. .. through
1200 Prudential offices, conveniently
located throughout the United States
and Canada . . . by competent, help-

ful Prudential representatives.

mortality experience, investment earn-

ings, economies in operation provide
- funds for dividends which reduce

policyholders’ insurance cost.

STABILITY . . . since 1875. Through panics, depressions, wars, and epidem-
ics, The Prudential has met its every obligation promptly and in full.

AS A SERVICE to the United States
Government and to you, Prudential
representatives sell War Savings
Stamps. For victory—buy some today!
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@ Test shows how ordinary oil .fk-ft)
does not level out well, leavmi‘ hil.h
and valleys” or brush marks. Film in
the valleys is thinner—liable to break
down. “Vitolized Oil” in Pittsburgh
Paint (right) eliminates heavy brush
marks, resulting in a smooth, uniform,
long-wearing of protection.

@ In this test, note how the ordinary oil
(left) has been absorbed into the surface
below. “Vitolized Oil” in Pittsburgh
Wallhide (right) remains in the paint
film keeping it live and elastic—en-
abling it to expand and contract. Thus
Wallhide resists extremes of heat and
cold without breaking down.
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two young sons and the small fry
of the neighborhood, who readily ac-
cept the invitations to “Come on
over!” Here is the whole family,
Charles H., Betty, Chuck, age 9,
Andy, age 3, and two lads from next
door. The flower beds in front are
Mrs. Higgins’ special pride and
joy. ® ® e MRS, C. H. EDDY was
photographed standing in front of

MRS. C. H. EDDY

their beautiful persimmon tree. A true
garden lover, she considers all the
work which went into producing their
attractive lawns and flowers mere
play. ® ® ® After receiving her B. A.
degree from the University of Wis-
consin MARY BRANDEL HOPKINS at
the age of 20 became society editor of
the Capital Times in Madison, Wis-
consin. Since her marriage in 1936, she
has salvaged time from housekeeping
and taking care of Jimmie, four, and
Mary Ann, two, for free-lance writing.

MARY B. HOPKINS

IF YOUR COPY
IS LATE

Mail trains and freight trains
are frequently sidetracked
these days for troop and
supply trains which we all
agree should have the right
of way. They cannot wait.
So if your current copy of
THE AMERICAN HOME
does not arrive on schedule
time, please be patient.. . it

will finally get through to you

No unpleasait Sonubbin
Cleans Toiléfs

FAST !

For over 30 years, Sani-Flush has
been the quick, easy, sanitary way
to keep toilet bowls sparkling-clean.
Use it at least twice a week. Every
application cleans away recurring
toilet germs and a cause of toilet
odors. Removes unsanitary film,
Don’t confuse Sani-Flush with or-
dinary cleansers. It works chemi-
cally. Even cleans the hidden trap.
When used according to direc-
tions on the can—Sani-Flush
cannot injure septic tanks* or
their action and is absolutely
safe in toilet connections. Sold
everywhere. Two convenient sizes.

o oL o

W
2 Guaranteed byf\A
Good Housekeeping /

oy, ITOUITETVEON 8

45 aovramsip WS

*FREE for Septic Tank Owners

Septic tank owners don't have to scrub
toilets, either! Tests by eminent research
authorities show how easy and safe Sani-
Flush is for toilet sanitation with septic
tanks. For free copy of their scientific
report, write: The Hygienic Products
Company, Dept. 15, Canton, Ohio.

Sani-Flush

CLEANS TOILET BOWLS WITHOUT SCOURING

Purpee’sSeedsGrow
for 1943 Burpege gge«f FREE,

osteard or letter

W. Atlee Bur Co., 640 (;l:.tnlog lld.‘g.,
- pee rpee

Philadelphia, Pa., — OR — Clinton, lowa

RAINBOWSIN THE FIRE

rgeous colors for your Fireplace,

o
amazing the children, charming
the guests and delighting every-
body. 12 Stix in beautiful gift box,
illustrated in 4 colors $1.00, lower
ices in quantity. Send Check,
y Order or Cash.
SPECIAL OFFER—Sample pack-
age of 3 Stix (each burning approxi-
mately one hour), full information
and price list—Send 25¢ in coin
(no stamps, please). All shipments
post paid. Send today...don’t delay.

# J. PARKER B. FISKE ~»
Box 120, Auburndale, Massachusetts
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What did you do today
... for Freedom?

Today, at the front, he died . . . Today, what did you do?
Next time you see a list of dead and wounded, ask yourself:
“What have I done today for freedom?
What can I do tomorrow that will save the lives of

men like this and help them win the war?”

To help you to do your share, the Government has organized the Citizens Service Corps
as a part of local Defense Councils, with some war task or responsibility for every man,
woman and child. Probably such a Corps is already at work in your community. If not,
help to start one. A free booklet available through this magazine will tell you what to do
and how todo it. Go into action today, and get the satisfaction of doing a needed war job well!

EVERY CIVILIAN A FIGHTER

CONTRIBUTED BY THE MAGAZINE PUBLISHERS OF AMERICA.
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Wt book & that Potessor?

Why, Bobby, this is one of the most popular
books in the country — your telephone

directory.
But I thought that was just a list of names—!

It’s more than that, Bobby. For instance, the
first few pages tell you a lot of helpful things
— how to call a policeman, fireman or ambu-
lance — how to reach the business office of
the telephone company—among other things.

Sounds interesting

It is. When Mummy wants to know some one’s
telephone number, all she has to do is turn
the pages and presto — there it is.

Guess I better have a look right now

Atta boy! Always look up the number in the
directory instead of calling Information. That

saves time for everybody.

10

ANI 50 CAN WE!

SARAH SHIELDS PFEIFFER

HE problem which has faced

I housewives periodically—
the curtailment of “sugar

and spice, and all things nice”—
can be faced cheerfully. Our great-
grandmothers overcame it during
pioneer, covered-wagon days; our
grandmothers wrestled with it dur-
ing the Civil War, and our moth-
ers are reviving the memory of
how they dealt with it during the
first World War. We, being just
as ingenious, can face the situation
successfully by seasoning our pa-
triotism with smiles and short

cuts. It’s far better for our boats
to carry the wherewithals of bat-
tle to our men than tidbits to
pamper our appetites to us,

One way to stretch or save on
sugar and spice, besides using
sparingly or finding substitutes, is
to use sugar and spice syrups a
second time. For instance, the
syrup which has preserved peaches,
pears, and plums, may be used
again (after the fruit has been

eaten) in: basting ham or meat
loaf for a delectable spicy sweet-
ness; marinating fresh fruit—chill
in the refrigerator and serve either
as a fruit cup, dessert, or salad;
blending with cream and using as
a sauce over fresh fruit or pud-
ding; simmering fresh fruits—cool
and serve for dessert or as a gar-
nish with meats or chicken; thick-
ening, diluted, with gelatine for a
pudding—or use the syrup with
farina for a pudding; pickling
fresh grapes or bunches of raisins.
Boil the syrup before pouring over
grapes or raisins which have been
put into sterilized jars. If neces-
sary to thin syrup, add a spoonful
of vinegar. Let stand for a month
or more before using.

You can use ordinary fruit syr-
up, too, from either commercial-
canned or home-canned fruits for
pickled fruits. Add one-fourth as
much vinegar as syrup, six whole
cloves, and one stick of cinna-
mon and cook for three minutes.
Pour over fruit. Chill thoroughly
for 24 hours or less and serve. Re-
member to save spicy syrup to use
again for added zest.

The vinegar from commercial-
or home-canned pickles should not
be thrown away. Use in tomato
aspic, using one-fourth cup of the
vinegar syrup instead of vinegar;
tomato juice, adding a tablespoon-
ful or more to each chilled glass of
juice; potato or egg salad instead
of vinegar; mayonnaise of French
type dressing, instead of vinegar;
or mix with salad oil, shake thor-
oughly, and use on salad greens.
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take little meat
—make wonderful meals

With so much of America’s meat going to our armed forces and allies,

folks at home must get along on less. But even with a small amount of

meat, you can bring fo the table a fragrant, steaming, rich-brown, full-
flavored stew that will make your family share the meat gladly.

Can you make a good stew? It’s
an accomplishment to be proud
of —and one you really need
g

Here Armour gives you recipes
for making three fine stews —
and additional hints for improv-
ing every stew you make. This
is a new service from Armour
and Company to help you with
today’s mealtime problems.
Watch for these Armour
in the months to come. Every
one will bring you practical rec-
ipes for good-tasting dishes you

can make with little meat, and
the kinds of meat that you are
most likely to find in your mar-
kets. You can depem{ on these
recipes, so clip and save them...
because they have been worked
out in Armour kitchens by home
economists who know your
problems and know all about
cooking every kind of meat.

d try these stews! Their
hearty, satisfying flavor will make
them “favorite meals” with your
family—even after peace comes

and meat is again plentiful.

Beef Stew

1to 1% 1bs, boneless beef (chuck,
bottom round, neck, flank or

2 tab flour
4 ubmlenpoonl Star Lard
; cup Chbod' onions
cups ing water
; gy leaf >
aspoons sa
4 cloves

1 cup celery

4 carrots

4 small or 3 medium potatoes
Roll meat in flour and brown with
onion slowly for 15 min. Add cloves
and bay leaf, half the water and half
the uf{ Cover and simmer for 1%

hours. Add vegetables, remainin,

water and salt, cover again an

cook another 30 min. Thicken
gravy if desired. Serves 4.

Howto Mcke Stews Taste Better:
Never boil a stew - « . let it simmer

gently for superb, juicy tenderness
and well-rounded énvor.

You get that wonderful, inviting
color that every good stew has by
browning the meat before adding
any liquid or vegetables, Improves
flavor, too.

1% Ibs. veal breast meat, cubed
2 oz. salt pork

2 cups water

2 teaspoons salt

2 tablespoons flour

1cup cut celery

1% cups noodles

Parsley

f(x:;t sa;t pork in tiny pieces and
in dee ing pan or pot roast
kettle unti z anl:i brown. Lightly
flour veal and brown slowly in salt
pork fat. Add salt and water. Cover
and simmer very slowly for 1%
hours. Add celery and noodles and

Veal Stew with Noodles

continue cooking until noodles are
tender. To serve, place noodles in
center of platter and surround
with stew. Serves 4.

How to Serve Stews: Stews may
be served attractivcly in a large
pottery bowl or casserole, on deep
platters orin individual casseroles.

Dumpling, noodles, rice and all
vegetnbch make splendid “extend-
ers” for stretching stews.

Stew is so nourishing that hard
rolls and a green salad will com-
plete the menu.

Old-Fashioned Lamb Stew

1% Ibs, breast of Star Lamb cut
in 1% inch pieces

2 tablespoons Star Lard

3 cups water

4 small carrots

% cup fresh or canned peas

1 onion, diced

1 sliver garlic (if desired)

2% teaspoons salt

% teaspoon pepper

Lightly flour lamb pieces and brown
slowly in fat for 15 minutes. Add
water, onion, garlic, salt and pep-
per. Cover and simmer for 1% hours.
Add carrots, peas, and cook until
vegetables are tender. If desired,

gravy may be thickened by stirring
in 1 tablespoon flour, mixed with
3 to 4 lespoons cold water.
Serve with masﬁed potato borders
in 4 individual casseroles.

How to Varythe Flavor of Stews:
If you like to experiment and your
family enjoys highly seasoned foods,
vary your stews with a combina-
tion of two, three or more of the
following seasonings: Paprika,
marjoram, thyme, mace, parsley,
curry, bay leaves, Worcestershire
Sauce, whole cloves, ginger.

@ ARMOUR AND COMPANY

For finest quality and
JSlavor ask for Armour's
Branded Products
Siar Ham and Bacon
Star Beef, Veal, Lamb
Star Sausage

Star Canned Meats
Cloverbloom Poultry
and Dairy Products

~ cArmour
. ana
Company
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“You can’t buy things for me
our kitchen.

says your living room.

0

You can still make .
ur living room beautiful

yo

with a Bigelow Beauvais rug

(Made n U S A)

Charming designs, lovely colors

Yes, wool is scarce and Bigelow is busy
‘ k. But some Bigelow looms ar¢
still making beautiful rugs nr?d carpets.
Any Bigelow rug you get, bg it Beauvais
or any other grade, will bring to your

home new life and new color.

on war wor

Care for your rugs

ou can dry clean your rugs
I:Ol‘:oi,nc with Powder-ene. No
liquid. No soap- No suds. It's caz.
economical, and absolutely sate.
For FREE booklet on rug c;‘r:
write Bigelow Weavers.Dcp(.Sc A,
140 Madison Ave., New York City.

Copr. 1943, Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Co,, Ine. ~

WEAVERS

Makers of fine T1gs
and carpets since 1825

FIRST...BUY A WAR BOND

LEARN TO

MARY PERKINS

HOME with several young
A children and a husband
takes much of a mother’s
time, but it need not take all. With
a well-planned schedule and a
budget of time and money, life can
be made happier and more produc-
tive for the whole family.

Suppose you have four children -

whose ages are five, nine, twelve
and fourteen. When they were
little you had so much to learn
about being a mother that you had
little time for anything else. The
children needed you; they were
dependent on you for so many
things. You were really living,
then! But now they seem to need
only food, clothing and shelter.

At this point you should take
inventory of all your resources.
Four strong, healthy children—
what a help they can be! For more
than ten years you have given
little thought to yourself. If, in the
past, all things centered around
everyone in the family except you,
it’s high time you had the center
of the stage for a while.

Let’s begin with personal ap-
pearance. You have thought that
the children needed extra things
more than you did. But—if there
is money enough for only one per-
manent hair wave, you are the one
to have it. This isn’t selfishness—
it’s merely being fair with yourself
and the family. If you scrimp too
much on yourself, the children
will expect and demand more than
they really ought to have.

The next step is to get some
leisure time. Maybe you can scale
down the budget so that two dol-

Mrs. Perkins finds time to live
with the family—sports, picnics,
many parties. You can do it, too!

lars or so can be devoted weekly
to getting the washing done out-
side. Another saver is menus,
planned a week in advance; this
helps in marketing and in budget-
ing your time for cooking. With
cook books, and many suggestions
and recipes clipped from maga-
zines, you will find it more fun
than work to plan meals for the
family. Furthermore, a schedule
of housework for the week should
be made out. This will show where
you can take time off with a clear
conscience—if you actually stick
close to the schedule!

What are you going to do with
this extra time you have earned?
Well, have fun with the family!
Get out your skates or skiis and
go with the children—you’re not
too old. Your Saturday afternoons
and Sundays surely should be free
for picnics, hikes and parties with
other families. Also, you will want
to read, rest, or ride some hobby
that intrigues you. These interests
are all part of learning to live!

THE AMERICAN HOME, MARCH, 1943
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is New Paint...

ONE-u-s. SranwpanD GALLON

. TR s
(1) Special “EXTERIOR PR“::““, and

2 FORMS First Coat with extra sbﬂ_;‘:‘loh WHITE
‘F

This New Paint— like the Famous Paste — Gives Your Home
The Long-Lasting Protection of Pure White Lead

Today America's irreplaceable homes need the
protection of good paint. And good paint’s
other name is White Lead,

Since the Nation was born, down through the
years, this rugged home guard has fought the
weather—and won.

Y et paint made from White Lead costs no more
than regular quality paints. And it never cracks
and scales...saving you the expense of burning
and scraping off the old paint at repaint time.

So it's timely news shar Dutch Boy White Lead
—supplied for generations in PASTE form — can
now also be had as a ready-to-use PAINT!

o A NATIONAL LEAD COMPANY

This new Dutch Boy Paint, sold by leading
paint dealers, is Pure White Lead — all ready
to spread. It comes two ways: (1) special
“Exterior Primer” for a first coat with extra
sealing, hiding and covering power and (2)
“Outside White” for finishing coatand general
painting. It assures sparkling whiteness and
long-lasting protection.

Remember — chere is enough white lead for
both military and civilian uses. No shortage
exists. And its good quality is unchanged. Re-
member, too, whichever form of Dutch Boy
goes on your home— the famous paste or the
new paint — “‘you're money abead when you paint
with white lead,”’

PRODULT °

covering power. (2) O

ainung.
for Finishing Coat and General e

Write for Free, 36-page, Color-Ilustrated Booklet! Tells you

everything you ought to know about buying a wartime Daint job.
Address Dept. 463, care of the nearest office listed below:

National Lead Company —
New York, Buffalo, Chicago, Cin-
cinnati, Cleveland, St. Louis, San
Francisco, Boston (National Bos-
ton-LeadCo. ), Pittsburgh (National
Lead & Oil Co.of Penna., ), Philadel-
phia (John T. Lewis & Bros. Co.).

Sirs: Please send me a free copy of “In Defense of Your Home.”

Nanme......
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EL MONTE, CALIFORNIA: The Eddy garden, page 24
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TARTING, literally,
from rock bottom, gar-
den making is a slow
process. Scientists say
that it takes Nature from
500 to 800 years or more to
manufacture one inch of soil,
by breaking down and weath-
ering the earth’s crust and
blending the debris with vari-
ous vegetable and animal
constituents. So if you have
a nice foot-deep layer of loam
on top of a two-foot subsoil,
you can figure on at least two
hundred centuries of prepa-
ration back of any cultural
efforts on your part—which,
of course, is what the above
title and the next ten or more
pages are concerned with.
How soon can you hope to
see a garden develop around
your home and under your
hands? That depends. On
what? On (1) what you have
to start with; (2) what your
aims and expectations are;
(3) how well you are Y
equipped with knowledge, . :
skill?pph_vsicul strength and lll Wal‘lllllﬂ, llﬂl'dens SEIVE... 1 I]Eac E, they [lﬂl“]h
time to apply them, and (4)
how much you can pay for

Edwm T. Merchant

and completeness of life . .. So it is fitting that we think now aho




o o r0ithte P

ways they contribute to the joy

morrow's garden

p-

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA: The Meyer garden, page 19
. - F §

.

g

M. Dcmrc.c!

what you want—that is, for plants
and other materials, for expert and
ordinary labor and also for pro-
fessional horticultural advice, guid-
ance and service.

There are places where prac-
tically everything hinges on water
supply; fit the ground, sow seed
or set plants, supplement the nat-
urally scanty rainfall by irrigating,
and you can verily make a desert
bloom like a rose in a single sea-
son. Also there are places where
the making of a border or the
planting of a hedge or even a few
shrubs or trees means blasting ex-
cavations in solid rock. Worth
while? That is for you to decide.

Just as the old familiar equation
in physics states that WORK —
TIME ) ENERGY, S0 in gardening
we can say that ReEsurLTs (that is,
WORK) = TIME X EXPENDITURE.
In other words, you can buy small
plants (or grow them from seeds
or cuttings) and, at very little
cost, create a beautiful effect in
ten, twenty or fifty years; or you
may (if you can) pay the price
of mature, perfect specimens and
the labor of moving them and

. enjoy a similar effect in one sea-

son of planting and two or three

of seasoning or settling down. Again, you can invest in a complete, basic plan and

develop it step by step over several years; or you may (as before if you can) engage
contractors, nurserymen and gardeners to carry it out as one big job. Or, as many

homeowners have done and more will do in the future, you can start from scratch, col-
lect ideas and information from all kinds of sources, make your own plans, and grad-
ually carry them out as means, circumstances, and increasing experience permit. It
may be claimed that this inexpert, trial-and-error method is slower, less efficient, and
in some ways more expensive than the others. But it has a powerful appeal for those

Mrs. Carroll A. Towne by her garden pool, page 25

A corner of the Coffin garden, page 20




to whom personal accomplishment
and the overcoming of obstacles
mean more than the mere purchase
of a finished product.

Examples of all these types of
garden-making are found in the six
stories that follow about homes in
widely separated parts of the coun-
try. The Higgins family, for in-
stance, started slowly and simply
and worked with their own hands
to achieve much in a single year.
Keen personal interest, an artistic
sense, and individual effort made
the Meyer garden in Virginia after
a complete plan had been drafted,
studied, and repeatedly revised.
The unusual procedure of first
visualizing and planning a garden
in detail and then having a house
designed and built to fit into it, as
followed by Mrs. Coffin in Illinois,
can hardly be recommended for
general adoption—but what a de-
lightful success she has made of it!

THE AMUSING ACCOUNT of an-
other family’s development, in the
Pacific Northwest, of a garden lay-
out prepared by a professional
gives further evidence of the pos-
sibilities and has some especially
interesting features. Mr. Sturte-
vant, who designed the garden,
says: “The picket fence around
the lawn was definitely taken from
the New England dooryard gar-
den. However, in this case, the

flowers were put on the outside of
the fence and the lawn was put in-
side; and low-growing Max Graf

roses were used on either side of
the entrance walk. New to the
West Coast, they are a fine ground
cover.”

Both the “friendly garden” in
southern California, and the de-
lightful, naturalistic garden that
has been established in among the
pines, oaks, and other native trees
in the TVA town of Norris, Tenn.,
are further illustrations of individ-
ual, step-by-step homemaking. In
one case, the genial Los Angeles
climate has made results possible
in four years; in the other, a pro-
gram of soil-building and of grad-
ual adaptation of plants to their
environment has spread the work
over a happy decade.

So, after all, it is no more pos-
sible to give one short, specific
answer to the question, “How long
does it take to make a garden?”
than it is to reply definitely and
unequivocally to, “How long is a
piece of string?” . .. Well, perhaps
that is one reason for the everlast-
ing lure of gardens and gardening.
Certainly, combined with the di-
verse contributions of nature, in
the form of plants, soils, and the
weather, it is responsible for their
infinite variety and the continuing
rich rewards they hold for us all.
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The Higginshelm wading pooel is
-unique in that it was erected, not
excavated! A rim of boulders was
built on the ledge; the resulting
depression was filled with concrete
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ESS than that, in fact. For
“Higginsholm,” where we
took these pictures last
August, was only occu-

n October, 1941. And, except

e rock underpinning of the

slope and the simple but effi-

outdoor fireplace up on the

e back of the house, none of

butdoor features that make

buch a happily livable home
ven started until last spring.
here had been much planning
oping. Every so often during
leven years that they have
in Port Jervis, New York,
>s H. and Betty Higgins had
on the road where it escapes
town and starts to climb the
bd hills and visualized the

house they were going to

‘“some day” up among that

of birches. And now they
huck (age 9) and Andy (age
gether with numerous neigh-
and playmates, are enjoying
as they knew they would—

- T

|
-

Vit

upns Jrom the owner

S0 much of what makes it homey and enjoyahle the Higgins made

with their own hands, and in just one year

the more so, no doubt, because all told, it cost only
$4,200 and is so simple and practical that it can be
managed on a high school teacher’s modest income;
and so much of what makes it homey and enjoyvable
they have made with their own hands.

Take the front garden, for instance. It was a mass
of color and interesting shades of green when we saw
it (and practically all summer, Mrs. Higgins says),
vet she paid out only $5.85 for plants. The builders
left it roughly graded on either side of the stepped
concrete walk. Mr. Higgins rolled the retaining
boulders down the hill, around the house and into
place at the bottom and prepared the soil for Mrs.

RS
J "!%"

TEV| R
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Higgins to plant with a variety of vines, small ever-
greens, sedums, perennials, annuals, and even one
tomato that can be seen just below the doorstep! Her
idea was to try a profusion of things and from them
keep those that do best and give the best results.
Most of the slips and seedlings to start with were
contributed by interested friends and relatives, and
under her enthusiastic care they have done splendidly.

Mr. Higgins, wanting to replace the rough path
that skirted the house at the right, boldly took to
concrete work and completed a walk and steps all
the way around and up to the terrace level at the
rear; this level was determined by one of many out-




1 YEAR saw this change from a rough, rocky
hillside to a concreted picnic terrace beside a
wading pool—n" within 50 feet of the house

Well, w y shouldn’t tIlcy envy the voungsters once in a while?

18

cropping rock ledges. (Another huge ledge supports most of the rear ¢
the house and juts into a corner of the cellar. Wherefore Mrs. Higgi
made and hung on the wall of the living room, in framed cross stitc
that reassuring verse from the Bible about the house which, thoug
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the wind blew, and be
upon that house, “fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.”)

Going further, he next concreted the ledge in front of the fireplag
and built the wading pool, which is plenty big enough for lots of fu
yet shallow enough to be safe for Andy and his little friends, includi
his special golden-haired chum, Mary, from next door. Filled or reple
ished every few days with the hose, the pool is quickly drained throug
two stoppered pipes that let the water run down along the concre
gutter at the north side of the house. For party purposes, the fami
cooks and eats up on the terrace, but many an everyday meal is enjoy¢
at the long table just outside the kitchen window, through which dish
can be passed back and forth. As soon as may be, that area will
flagged with flat stones obtainable for the gathering from an abandong
quarry not far away. Cement for all his construction work cost M|
Higgins $12; sand was left by the builders, and rock in all sizes lay o
the hillside waiting to be rolled down where needed. The generous supp
of graceful birches has made tree planting unnecessary thus far, but t
coming years will no doubt see further garden developments. In Se
tember, after only one season’s experience in a garden of her own, Bet
Higgins wrote us of the thrill it gave her to have “seven of my tg
entries win prizes in the local flower show, giving me eighth place
total points plus three pounds of grass seed, which T am sowing noy
Tonight,” she added, “I am attending my first garden club meetin|
where I am sure I shall learn a lot about flowers for next season.”

We’re sure you will, ‘Mrs. Higgins. And may they contribute mud
to the joy and satisfaction that are in store for you and Chuck a
Andy and their father in the years to come, as you learn more and mc
about what a home in this free and blessed America can be and can me
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URS is a 20th Century American house with French Provin-
cial parentage. Though the garden is small and simple its story
is not so simple. In the summer of 1933, when we moved in,

only the rough grading had been done. The rest and the primary plant-
ing was started that fall and finished the next year. We had no gar-
dening experience and did not employ a professional landscape archi-
tect, but we had seen many gardens, liked those at “Reveille” (a favor-
ite estate on Garden Week tours) and at “The Oaks,” and had studied
The Garden, Forrester’s treasure of a book on French gardens. That
was our background when, even while the house was being built. we
consulted a local nursery and agreed on certain fundamentals: formal
design, open lawn space in the rcar, arrangement of levels, etc. The
nursery prepared a rather elaborate design on which we later based our
own plan and made our scale drawings. When we were settled, Mr.
Mever, with line and level, staked off the grounds and supervised while
a day laborer did the grading. He also designed and built (with the
help of a bricklayer) the high brick wall, the fountain and pool, the
long brick path that extends from the crushed stone front drive all

CELLA L. MEYER

y-bordered steps lead
fom  hroad terrace to
ass plot [lanked by
pse and azalea gardens

the way back to the gate in the rear, and the three sets of brick
steps into the grass garden—irom both sides and the 10-ft. concrete
terrace that extends across the rear of the house, which is the living
room. This terrace is about seven feet higher than the alley back of the
lot, but we worked out the grades so there is only one step dewn from
terrace to side gardens, a three-foot drop to the, grass panel cnd a
gradual slope to the rear boundary, In 1934 the privet hedge at the
back, replaced by the wall, was temporarily used to bound the center
garden. By 1939 rooted boxwood cuttings, planted by the nursery in
1934 to edge the rose beds, were big enough to take the place of the
privet. As to costs, we would say roughly that the grading came to
about §75; the planting in 1933 and 1934 to $225, and the pool and
other brickwork to somewhere around $250. We planned and did all
the work gradually so as to cut down and also distribute the expense.
But an incidental advantage even more important than the economy
was the fact that we were better able to analyze critically what was
being done, make changes as they seemed advisable and approach each
successive task fortified by what each previous experience had taught us.




Mrs. Coffin wanted maximum comfort with minimum care, so:

RUTH W. LEE

HIS is one of those exceptions that prove the rule—or some-
thing. For when Mrs. Charles Howells Coffin gave up the big
family homestead and, with her two grown children, moved
into Winnetka, Illinois, wanting, on a 100" by 100" lot, a “perfect
small house and garden” that she could take care of herself, she
reversed the usual procedure. First she planned the garden, with the
expert assistance of landscape architect Ralph Rodney Root. Then
she commissioned architect Frank Polito to design a house, Cape Cod
Colonial in style, to fit that garden and give her the things she wanted
indoors. Both men were understanding and cooperative, and in less
than three years she had ‘what she desired. And she does manage it
by herself, besides doing some expert gardening.
The lot had several fine old oak and maple trees on it which were
a boon to start with. To keep the garden small and easy to tend she
specified: little lawn; flagstone terraces on east, south and west,
raised about 2 ft. above the general ground level so as to bring the
garden closer to the house; and vistas or units seen or accessible from
each downstairs room. The west doors of the living room open onto a
walk next to the “summer garden” where the flowers are changed
each season (plants being grown in the hotbed). From the screened
porch one steps onto the outdoor flagged terrace with its white
wooden benches and low tables. Kitchen and garage lead directly to
the combined service yard and “fall garden,” sheltered and shielded
on the north by the high white brick wall. Here is the combination
outdoor fireplace and incinerator, beside it the coldframe (not shown
on plan), the clothes-drying space, and the valuable and unobtrusive
corner nook for compost. Note how effectively house and ga:den de-
tails blend. The little conservatory gets sun all day long and looks
out across the green “winter garden” and rose beds; seen from out-
side it is cheerful because of the color within and the potted plants in
iron grille supports on the walls that flank it. Sitting at her desk, Mrs,
Coffin looks out upon the bird bath, then across junipers, the little
white fence, the “spring garden,” and the hedgerows along the south-
ern lot line. From the front door, one can look out over the spring
garden, eastward across the shrub- and flower-bordered lawn, or
northward along the narrow terrace toward the charming wall foun-
tain set into the side wall of the garage and shown in the picture at
the right. Mrs. Coffin has described her place as “a garden in the
making.” And so, strictly speaking, it is, in scarcely three years. But
how much she has done in that time, packing the advantages and
charms of a big garden into little space! And what fun she has had!
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UR garden, three years old when these pictures were taken,
started with an acre of rolling moor overlooking the San Juan
Islands, There wasn’t a tree and the ground was studded with a

million rocks, and we wanted a little house and a garden full of flowers.
One evening we took our landscape architect, Mr. Butler Sturtevant, out
to have a look. He said that, to make the old budget stretch, not only
would we have to do most of the work, but the soil must be screened
wherever we wanted anything to grow. My husband (whose gardening
up to then had consisted of occasionally kicking the hose around)
groaned and said to count him out; he wasn’t going to spend the rest of
his life shoveling rocks. As we stood there glaring at each other, not dar-
ing to blow up because of an audience, Nature took a hand and staged
one of her unforgettable sunsets. That same husband, whose hobby is
color photography, watched the ball of fire sink behind the islands. Then
he turned to us, and I saw a photographic glint in his eye as he
meekly said, well, he would do the engineering—but not one stroke
of gardening! Now, you know that even walking a tight rope or
climbing a volcano is fun for a camera fiend if he sees a picture
ahead, so for weeks on end we heard the ping and rattle of stones
against a screen. Our new engineer not only shoveled and sifted,
but built fieldstone walls and laid walks and terraces. His disposi-
tion the while was hardly a May morning, and some friends ob-
jected to his brand of hospitality, saying that he would invite them
in with a brick in each hand. Next, he turned plumber and in-
stalled a sprinkling system—upside down. While righting it, he
learned a lot about plumbing, but his dams would have stretched
from coast to coast. Then the entire family was herded into the
garage to build and paint a picket fence. It sounds merry and was
—for the neighbors. But we stuck it out and the spray from the
paint gun did hit the fence now and then, so that job was finished,
even though the garage walls were pretty well stippled as well.
By that time I thought our engineer-painter-plumber deserved
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a cum laude. Also 1 was anxious to plant flowers and do some of th
bossing myself. But did I get a chance? No, sir. I just trailed alon
while /%e laid the once-hated hose in gentle curves to outline beds an
borders. There followed in quick succession a hotbed, a coldframe and

cutting garden; and still there was no job for me but to sit—or stand-
and cheer. I had a sneaking idea that we were all having an agonizing]
good time, but never at the same moment. For instance, I saw no excu

for shouts of glee when our dog, Trouble, ate up two Clematis montan
planted on each side of the front door. However, at last we have bot
flowers and pictures. And, it’s just possible, another gardener. Althoug
our photographer now wields an exposure meter instead of a shovel, h
can—and does—talk at length about compost, weed killers and fertilize
Recently we caught him tiptoeing out with a sprayer. Asked how comg
he muttered something like, it beats h— how the bugs get on Ais roses

jerce
Pbotograabs. Jobn C. Pie




BUTLER STURTEVANT, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

They wanted a little house in a gqarden
full of flowers, hut their acre was hleak and stony.

It was the picture possibilities of a sunset that got them started
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HIRTEEN years ago we moved from Rochester,

N. Y., to sunny California, and “we do love it

here. In May, 1938, we bought this 100-foot-
square lot in El Monte, with a new five-room house on
the east half of the weedy ground, a garage in the rear,
and a picket fence on the south side and the north
(where Mount Wilson looms up in the distance, fifteen
miles away). We reserved the west half of the property
for our outdoor living space, and in the short space of
four years we have added, besides considerable plant-
ing: the palm-thatched, cement-floored patio where,
nearly every day from May to November, we eat our
evening meal; a rock and concrete grill built around
an old kitchen range; the grape arbor at the opposite
side of the garage (the left half of which, by the
way, we have turned into a pleasant spare bedroom,
very convenient when any of our three married sons
drop in on u tool house; jasmine-draped trellises
at both ends of the front of the house; the archway
with benches near the drive, now covered with Climb-
ing Talisman roses; additional fencing; a collection
of garden furniture, including a ten-foot table and
benches in the patio. Most of these accessories are
painted white and trimmed with a rich blue. The trees
and shrubs, very young when set out, have grown amaz-
ingly and give shade and coziness to the grounds, which
friends often term “a park in miniature.” The palm,
bottle-tree, persimmon and Chinese elm have done espe-
cially well but are so spaced as not to create a crowded
feeling or jeopardize the numerous flower beds, which
are filled with plants grown from seed raised by the
firm with which Mr. Eddy is connected. Incidentally,
to give the effect of more width to the house, we sloped
the trellises at the front corners from 6 ft. high where
they are attached to 4% ft. at the outside. Most of the
planning, planting and construction we did ourselves,
<0 it represents a minimum of cost.—HELEN L. EDDY

Yeats
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Arther Syens gardn-in Fonnesne

they worked toward a clearing in the

OULD there were space to print, un- ually
a Lullmg garden and

touched, Emily Shirey Towne’s own woods and made there
story of this lovely garden home in the simple but adequate pool. Dogwoods are
the Tennessee woods. As it is, we can only offer a feature of the garden, one with flowers 6 in.
a cruelly brief synopsis and urge a careful study across. And profuse shrubbery with spring
of the interesting plan drawn for us by Mr. bulbs at its base is a joy of color, fragrance
Towne, and the accompanying glimpses. The and plenty of blooms to use in the house. The
little white brick house sat securely on a slight Victory Garden is fenced to keep out friendly
slope densely populated with a variety of trees neighborhood dogs, but one unsolved problem
when they arrived one rainy April day in 1934. is a real moss- and crab grass-free lawn. The
There was a sort of lawn in front, but the rest rest is a delight to planner and gardener.
was a sea of yellow chert which, Mrs. Towne
says, passes for soil in those parts. She expected
to put some garden chairs under the triple-
trunked oak, back of the house, but the Garden
Plotter planned otherwise and the screened porch
became the outdoor living room as the “shady
garden” gradually took form—a form largely
determined by the number and location of ‘the
trees. Beyond the big oak they built and filled
a bed 16 in. deep of rocks and black woods soil
obtained from the area that was later submerged
by man-made Norris Lake, whence also came the
wild flowers that were planted there.
The terrace, also made that year, is bordered
by shady beds and the whole place is dotted with Photographs, Carpgyy B
narcissus clumps which give two months of v e A L
Hloom, day-lilies and other handy things. Grad-
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HOULD a war bride give up all thoughts of a hope chest? That’s the ques-
tion we have been asked thousands of times lately. And the answer,
straight from many young service wives, is emphatically “NO.”

If you're marrying now, and lucky enough to find housing quarters near his
training camp, chances are that your linen trousseau will be about the only
thing that will give that touch of homelike atmosphere to the furnished room,
flat, or hotel bedroom that will have to be your first home. If you’re staying on
in the home town, you’ll still want your own linens, because you’ll want to
capture just as much of that “home-of-your-own” feeling as possible for the
precious time before he goes, or for the even more priceless moments when he
comes home on leave. Those memories sustain him later, at camp or overseas.

Nowadays, brides don’t think in terms of elaborate hope chests. Instead of a
huge chest full of linen and blankets, a bottom bureau drawer or two may have
to serve as storage space. Be sure to wash all your linen before storing. This will
remove the sizing which might affect the fabric if left in too long. To prevent
yellowing, wrap up any white things that you don’t expect to use soon in blue
tissue paper. You'll have time on your hands with your man in training most of
the time and, as post laundries are likely to be hard on fine linens, you'll choose
most of the items with an eye to washability, for you may do them yourself.

That proud young groom of yours will want to bring some of his pals home
to meet the Mrs., and you in turn will want to do him equally proud by setting
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out the nicest home cooking and homelike atmosphere possible in the
small quarters available to you. Your linen and table settings may be
the one thing that can smack of your own personality in otherwise
dull and impersonal surroundings.

Your list of linens will be more streamlined than a peacetime bride’s
because your life will be simpler. You'll use tea cloths and luncheon
sets because a bridge table probably will be the only dining table
you’ll have. There is a large choice within your limitation; beautifully
embroidered linens and exquisite laces; gay peasant sets, woven in
primitive colors; hand-blocked cloths and matching napkins of heavy
duty cotton; stunning modern designs in a linen-like rayon; and soft
pastel rayon damasks, which blend with any color scheme.

Don’t select too many sets—your eyes will probably be much
larger than your storage space. Get along with one “best” luncheon
set, complete with six or eight napkins, and three everyday sets. The
tea cloth size is preferable because it fits that well-known card table.
One cloth might be slightly larger to fit over a “dinner table” made of
two bridge tables placed together. There are grand possibilities in
doily and napkin sets. Get identical ones in contrasting colors, with
eight napkins to a set—it makes a little seem like a lot more.

If you prefer place mats, two tea cloths and small napkins—eight
tea and eight cocktail size, are a must. You may be entertaining other
servicemen’s wives, you know. And there is no easier way to do it
than over the tea table. Also include two tray cloths and matching
napkins. Even if you don’t breakfast in bed, there will be many a time
when you’ll find yourself a solitary eater and it’s far pleasanter to fix
up a small tray than to sit down alone at table.

Small pieces, as these are, are easy to “do-up” and you can do a
really professional job if you follow these simple rules, Start out with
lukewarm water and a mild soap. In hard water areas you may have
to double the amount of soap to get proper suds. Work quickly from
start to finish, squeezing suds through fabric instead of rubbing. Wash
whites and light shades first, then the bolder colors. Never let the
colored fabrics stand in the water for long—that just encourages
“bleeding.” Rinse at least twice. Iron when damp, being careful to
use a lukewarm iron on the rayon fabrics,

Only a boarding house will supply you with bed linens, and you
will want to supplement the meager hand-out with extra blankets, or
your own attractive spreads. You must supply your own linens in a
furnished apartment and this usually holds true with a house.
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For the mover-abouters, linen storage may mean just a few
drawers in a chest, but if you are lmndy with hammer and
saw you can build a simple cabinet, paint the interior in a
contrasting color and use decorative paper as a finishing touch

Cleanliness Burean

SHOULD A WAR BRIDE HAVE A HOPE CHEST?

The answer by many younq service wives is emphatically YES

CONSTANCE Mc CHESNEY, a Navy wife

Six sheets per bed is the minimum. Two sheets on the bed, two at
the laundry, and two “resting” on the shelf, is the way experts put it.
Rotate your supply so all six get an equal amount of wear. A sheet is
a staple item of your linen closet from which you expect really long-